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TIAMAT return with a new 

album that combines the moody 

emotion of their last release with 

the aggressive urgency of 

Wildhoney to create some of the 
band's finest moments ever. 

“Tiamat is growing upward, out- 

ward, away from the hindrance of 
genre classification.” 
- Metal Maniacs 
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MOONSPELL continue to SKELETON 
explore new territories on their SKELETRON 

fourth album. Utilizing the 
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golhic and metal nuances from 

their previous releases with a 
harsher and heavier approach. 

Produced by Andy Reilly 

(Bruce Dickinson, The Cult 

and UFO). 

“Heavy as Fuck” 

- Seconds Magazine 

MEDIA 
CENTURY MEDIA RECORDS 

1453-A 14th Strest 4 324 + Santa Monica, CA 90404 + www.centurymedia.com 



|- TOP 10 CDs OF 1999 
10. Skyclad Vintage Whine Massacre 

| 9. Solefald Neonism Avantgarde 
\ 8. Yngwie Malmsteen’s Rising Force A/lchemy Dream 

Catcher 
7. Control Denied The Fragile Art of Existence Nuclear Blast 

6. Primal Fear Jaws of Death Nuclear Blast 
5. Nevermore Dreaming Neon Black Century Media 

4. Agalloch Pale Folklore The End 
3. Nightwish Oceanborn Spinefarm 

2. Wuthering Heights Within Sensory 

| 1. Opeth Still Life Peaceville 

Go 1o hitp://www onelist com/subscribe/LotFP_and 
sign up for the LotFP mailing list! For all the latest 
news, discussions, etc, geared up especially for LotFP. 
readers and Atlanta metalheads. If you're in Atlanta, 
sign up as well for show listings and communication 
with Atlanta's bands! 

Here are the internet web addresses (0 some of metal's 
best mail order merchants in the United States. I fully 
encourage all of you t0 buy from your local stores 
when you can, but online merchants usually have the 
imporis for cheaper, and if your local retailer can't 
keep up now, they need to start. If you don't have the 
imternet, you undoubtedly have a friend who does, or 
can get access through your local library. It's worth 
your time 10 check it out, and stop whining about not 
being able to find the latest releases. If you can't find 
something from AT LEAST one of these vendors, then 
Mtjust doesn't exist. I've used most of these myself and 

for their reliability. 
www .calldownthethunder com 

Century Media www centurymedia com 
Dark Symphonies www darksymphonies com 
Empire Entertainment www empireent com 
Extreme Subterranea www blackmetal com 
Full Moon Productions www fmp666 com 
Hole in the Wall www holeinthewall com 
Laser's Edge www lasercd com 
Metal Dise www mesaldice eam 

Necropolis Records www necropolisrec com 
Red Stream www rsiream com 
Relapse www relapse.com 

1 get shit for ‘ot helping out the local scene’ 
enough... and although I think 99% of it is crap, here 
are some website contacts 10 learn more about the 
Atlanta_heavy metal scene so you can decide for 
yourself. There is movement here. 
www abwhore. com (Atlanta’s Metal Kings!) 
www.lilitu.cjb-net 

members spree.com/vibrations 
come to/localizedbrutality 
www geocities.com/SunsetStrip/Lofi/2827/- 

No big raging editorial this time. Obviously my 
monthly schedule has gone straight into the crapper 
but life catches up and all these unpaid bills I've 
ignored so I could pay for ihe zine can't be put off any 
Ionger. Basically the big delay is 5096 my fault, 5094 
other people's. Basically, my personal life has gone in 
the shiter 10 the point where I'm having trouble 
keeping my job because I don't care about much of 
anything... besides the zine. And I had $1500 in ads 
pledged, plus one paycheck of mine and this thing is 
PAID. So I got lax and even though I knew 5096 of 
that money wasn't coming until after printing. I 
decided 0 Iry to cheer myself up. How? Buying CDs. 
Old Judas Priest, Rush, Sabbat (UK). rare Rainbow 

live CDs, and expensive rare bootlegs of Blind 
Guardian, Gamma Ray, and reformed Maiden 
with Bruce. Things I WANT from metal right 
mow rather than concentrate on the things I 
committed t0. 1 know some of you look 
forward 10 the zine and 1 know when people 
whose work I admire slack off I hate it, but. 
At the end of the day, if the rest of my life 
seems t0 be just really dead with no hope of 
Tesurrection, this zine won't be any good if I 
don't keep up with being a true fan of metal. 
Regular readers know this is as much about 
my passion and ego and opinions as much as 
information and promotion and I can't lose 
that, ever. Tl do the best I can o get this thing. 
out s often as I can, don't worry. I'm still a. 
sorry rat bastard failure of a human being for 
being late though. #6 should be out by May! If | 
I can get more regular advertsers then all will 
be OK, but righ now this is sl S0% out of ] 
my own pocket, 50 ya know, give me some 

CONTACT INFO 
Lamentations of the Flame 

Princess 
c/o Jim Raggi 

710 Peachtree St 4418 
Atlanta, GA 30308 

USA 
jer@elavidge.com 

Phone: 404-876-3353 

leeway. I do want to apologize to the advertisers who 
paid early and still had their ads run late. Screwing up 
on your most loyal backers is NEVER good, but what 
can 1 do? Enough of the negative, this is still the 
publication with the best interviews out there and as 
my name grows hopefully this will all turn out for the 
best. 

Some of you know I am attempting 10 bring Opeth 
over 10 the Statęs for a show or two. Well, my 
financial sucker, er, pariner, realized what a money pit 
it will be just 10 get them here (53000 just for their 
plane tickets, never mind hotel, food, their equipment, 

md the venue 0 be used had a big fire. The early 
April date no longer looks feasible. Shit 
Cover background art is taken from the cover of 
Opeth's Still Life, by Travis Smith. He rules! Check 
him out at www.the.n/seempieces 

Thanks to; Kim Easton, Steve Cannon, plus all the 
usual suspects. Remember the Twirlygirl I mentioned 
back in issue #17 SHE HUGGED ME! Woohoo! And 
then when I tried to talk to her, I completely froze. 
DAMN IT. Why does that ALWAYS happen to me 
when I'm around beautiful women? ARGH! Also, 
remember the covergirl. Jenna, from #17 She returns 
10 the cover of LotFP next issue! Sorry 10 Joker about 
bitching about you last issue, but it was afler writing 
that that I found out about your health problems. DL 
Burrell for once again putting the cover together and 
scanning in all the pics. Thanks to Matt Johnsen for 
helping set me up with Tim Aymar and for the Psycho 
Scream stuff. Thanks 10 Russell Burgess for the Elf, 

Haggard, and Crimson Glory especially To Ralf for 
the Deliverance. Bill Leidy for the Arcturus/Opetivin 
Falmes rarities  Chris  Robin  Zimmerman 
(www.crz.net) for the cool ass plug on Wrestleline. 

LotFP has been going for a year now and I've 
managed to put myself into the upper crust of pure 
metal zines. Not bad, but there’s far more t0 do. 
Thanks to all of the bands, all of the labels, and 
especially 10 all of the readers that let me know I'm 
mot completely wasting my time by giving up' my 
‘whole life to make ihis work right now. This year will 
bring new records from Judas Priest, Dio, Iron 
Maiden, and more. 2000 is the year it will happen for 
everyone, s0 enjoy. And remember, no matter how big 
metal gets or doesn't get, widespread mainstream 
success will only be a fad, and the band you'll like 
most probably hasn't even been formed yet so don't 
forget the small bands, labels, and zines when Iron 
Maiden roll through arenas, MTV, and is on the cover 
of Rolling Stone once again. Yeah, I'm being 
optimistic, but if I didn't have hope I wouldn't bother 
with any of this 

All written material is writien by and O 1999 James 
Raggi, except the James LaBrie exclusive article 
which is O 1999 DL Burell and used with permission 
The name Lamentations of the Flame Princess is © 
1999 Jim Raggi. Al images were gathered either 
through press kits or internet sites and for the most 
part were used without permission for the purposes of 
promotion and remain the property of their original 
owners 
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MASTERCARD 

PHONE RHEES, N) 080 

AVAILABLE AT ALL FINE 

RECORD STORES OR 

MAIL ORDER PAYABLE 10 
THE LASER’S EDGE FOR 

515 (POST PAID US). 
FOREIGN CUSTOMERS 

PLEASE ADD $2. VISA AND 

3;6%3179 . m'ch'm 

Danish guitorist Erik Ravn unites with vocalis! Kristian Andrėn (lod Morose, Memento Mori) 

to creale o conceptual tour-de-force of symphonic speed metal infused with folk and 

dossical elements. fons of Rhapsody, Angra, ond Blind Guardion will not want to miss out 
on this epic musicol adventure! 

BEHIND THECURTAIN * il ibkl dorus ppark 

Denmark' Behind The Curtain create Iheir own avont garde vision of metal for fhe next 
millenium. “Til Birih Do Us Parl“ is a concept album filed with dynomic confrasts of crushing 
quitr riffs symphonic keyboards, ond original vocals. Although complex in nature, BICS music 

- is often sublle and filled with powerful emotion. A chollenging listening experience! 

ACCEPTED. 

856.751.6444 / WEBSITE WWW.LASERCD.COA 



After the Fire, Water, Wrath, Storm, Pain and Tears...We will meet again in Honour, Faith and Love... 

\‘1' ‘ RG l H }T t t L Ė The long-overdue 
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R “ domestic release from 

one of America’s first 

and only true carrier of 

the metal torch, 

Virgin Steele. 

For the first time in the history of 

art, a Greek tragedy is being 

combined with a heavy metal 

soundtrack. 

THE HOUSE OF ATREUS ACT | 

The House of Atreus: an alliance of traditional and modern art. 

The heavy metal opera 

The Chosen Ones 1RO N2 

SAVIOR 

| .3 o 
Žr* /"/ 

INTERLUDE
 

Interlude is five songs recorded live at the 

Wacken Open Air Festival, four new songs, a 

cover of the Judas Pi classic, Desert Plains The Chosen Ones 

is a greatest hits record 

compiled by all of their loyal & a CD-ROM with live footage, pictures and 

fans. It's Stratovarius and more, all by power metal heroes, Kai Hansen 

(Gamma Ray) and Piet Sielck! 

Noise’s way of saying thanks 

to metal heads world-wide. 

Featuring rare Japanese bonus 12358 Ventura Blvd., Suite 386 
Studio City, CA 91604 

tracks available for the first email: contact@us noiserecords.com 

time in the US. 
http:/ /www.noiserecords.com 
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You should all know about the band called Death, didn't expect it to go to. One of the people who 
Chuck Schuldiner has been unleashing the metal got ahold of it was Chuck Schuldiner [shul- 

fury since 1954 or so, starting off with primitive dinmer, by the way). He called Dofka and asked 
death metal, and being one of the first and to borrow me. I was working with another band at 
defining bands in the genre. They progressed into the time. It was a side project of Narita and Royal 
Being a technical metal monster. 1991's Human Hunt, there were intemational players involved. It 
and 1998's The Sounds of Perseverance were didn't work out because | went over there and got 
absolute gems 0f intelligent, yet extreme heavy bronchits. When 1 got back, Jim said ‘Guess 
metal art. But throughout it all, Chuck wanted where you're going now? You're going to Florida 
something that would recall his heroes growing to work with Chuck Schuldiner " That was late 96. 
wp. Judas Priest, Exciter, Iron Maiden, et ad That's when we did the first demo. That was 
infinitum. The answer? New vocals. Enter 1999, awesomel The first demos went great. I got down 
Control Denied's first album The Fragile Art of there and Chuck and I immediately clicked. I 
Existence hits the shelves, featuring music wasn't worried about that, Chuck is a great guy. 
strikingly similar to Death’s last album, but We'd have our coffee and bagels in the moming. 
Jeaturing the vocal stylings 0f one Tim Aymar. play a litle basketball to warm up and then go 
Steve DiGiorgio retumed to the Schuldiner fold slam out a couple songs. We spent about 4 or 5 
on bass, with ten armed drummer Richard Christy days and we did all the demos for 3 songs. That 
‘and Shannon Hamm returning with Chuck for the was Believe, Cut Down, and one other one. The 
twin axe attack. Highly technical, definitely police showed up for the first official Control 
progressive, yet still balls out heavy metal. I rang Denied practice. 
up Tim Aymar one fall afternoon and this is what How familiar were you with Death at that 
we talked about int? 
Why don't you tell me a little bit about yourself 'm not a huge fan of death metal, but Chuck's 

how you got into the metal scene. stuff is so progressive I can't help but like it. 'm 
There was a guy I say beside in algebra class, and into all kinds of jazz and classical stuff and a lot 

has been going on about how there's been 
absolutely no mixing of material between the 
two projects. That's a little hard for me to 
swallow because again they are very alike as it 
is- 
There are some differences. But we're not going 
to cheapen Control Denied by doing covers of 
Death or vice versa. Chuck did use a couple of the 
songs but they're his songs. He wrote them. If he 
wants to sing them and use them for Death that's 
fine. He did catch some flak for putting some 
songs on the last Death album that were on the 
Control Denied demos. But he wrote them! What 
gets done with them is his business! 

I don't have m problem with it, I love his 
writing style. It's all intellectually stimulating 
1o me with the progressive writing. It doesn't 
make a difference to me, I can deal with t 
melodic vocals, I can deal with Chucl 
growling. Whichever. There are people out 
there that have a problem and I don't get it. If 
there are differences, it's the same style 
nyway, it's not like he's gone off and done a 

we used to talk about the bands out at the time. of fast technical metal. There's other technical pat 
Aerosmith, Led Zeppelin, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Blue things out there besides metal. Jim Dofka used to 
Oyster Cult 
How old are you? 

He wrote all those lyries and he sent me demos of 

take to mix this thing? I would like to take my 
time with Psycho Scream. 
The one thing about Control Denied that 

is unfortunately focusing in on is 
Chuck’s health problems. The title The Fragile 
Art of Existence, was that created before or 
after he was diagnosed. 
Before. The other part of it is my brother died 
during this album. I had to fly back to Pitisburgh 
and bury my brother and then come back and 

month after the sessions I get a call from Chuck. I 
was down in Jacksonville and I had been trying to 
get ahold of him Nobody would answer the 
phone. When I got back to Pitsburgh there was a 
message, six 0f them, from him. °I have to talk to 
‘you." "Tim, where are you, I really have to talk to 
You.' "Tim, when you get in call me, I really have 
to talk to you' The last message was ‘OK, I'm 
going to have to tell you this way because I'm 
going to New York and you won't hear from me 
for six weeks. The headaches I've been having, I 
got diagnosed with a brain stem tumor and I'll be 
i e EB 
lost my mother, my sunt, my grandmother, and 
my brother in within S month. In the past year I've 
lost 5 family members and 2 friends of the family. 

drive home from band practice and listen to himself singing. I had to really work hard to pick That title means a hell of a lot more to me than 
Chuck's stuff and laugh our asses off. Not that up on the way he phrases things. Totally back anyone right now. And to Chuck. He has to deal 

36.He heard me singing in the hallway with my there was anything wrong with it, We weren't asswards from the way I do things. Which was with. lt's relly hard. I wanted to be there for him, 
boom box and he asked me if I 
was interested in singing in a g 
band. I had just gone to see  p¥ 
Aerosmith and 1 was 
impressed enough by that 
that I didn’t hesitate. We 
started practicing and that 
band tumed out to be pretty 
good. We were 15 year old 
sock stars. That was a band 
called Sweet Destruction, 
we changed the name later 
1 t0 Overboard. This was about 
1979, 
1 wouldn't have any comprehension 
of what the music scene was like back 
then. 
Yeah, most of the people coming up were still 
shitting yellow when | was getting started. 
What happened with all of that? 
I moved The employment situation in 
Pittsburgh was really bad. The mills were all 
shutting down and all the training I had in 
school was no good. There were all these guys 
in their 30s and 40s released from their jobs at the 

was. What jobs there were were crap. I moved had to have been beating his drummer over the 
down to Orlando to get into construction down head with something to make him play so hard 
there. I took a little break, played with a few bands and so fast! 

the good 

long time afler doing this album after 
seeing all these 

little 
tricks. I didn't 

write the lyrics, I didn't 
write the melodies. Just some of the 
backup vocals and I tweaked some 
of the melodies here and there, 

I did notice 
tellit was. 
him growling those parts! 

my mind I could hear 

laughing at the cool. I don't think T'll have writers block for a but at the time I just couldn't. Things were just so 
screwed up here from the family tragedies. On the 
same group of answering machine messages s 

Chuck telling me about his brain stem tumor, [ 
think it was one or two 
messages after that, it was 
my father telling me his 

friend had committed suicide. 
That wasn't a very fun 
weekend. I'm still trying to 

hang in there. 
And here I thought I 

was having a crap few 
weeks. 

Hey, anybody who thinks their 
life's tough can come talk to me for a 

few minutes. II play my litle violin for 
you. What can you do? Life is life. All you 

can do in this situation is go on! Chuck might 
have a long time left. He might not. Either way he 
has to get the most out of it. He can't be worried 
about Control Denied and all these stupid litde 
details. Whatever's going on here, he doesn't need 
10 be bothered with that right now. He's focused 
on getting better. The fans need to realize that. I 

How is Chuck doing? 
Last I heard things were looking pretty positive. 

that the doctors mmers over the years. The way he explained it, the melodies are things What I heard from Shannon is 
Then there was the drama after the demos that he's had in mind all along since the carly days of gave him his checkup a few weeks ago. It was 

Tlived there for a few years. 
Izonically years later I run into Chuck and he's I don't think that's true. It's not that he wasn't didn't sing well that way. That's not his strong thing, the tumor is receding or whatever they do. 

Chuck wasn't getting any bites. 

fiving in Altamonte Springs at the time when we getting any bites, it's that he was getting stronger 
fist did the demos. That's right down the road offers to put Death back together. When you're 
om where I was living. shopping Control Denied around and you say "T'm. 
The first I heard of your name was in Psycho Chuck Schuldiner of Death and we've done 7 
Scream. How did you get involved in that and albums, here's the sales records’ they say ‘Why 
when was that? don't you do a Death album then?” Nobody wants 
1 met Jim Dofka around 15 years ago. He had a to try anything new these days. 
kad ot the time called Screamer. He's fom With the deal with Nuclear Blast, it is my gut 
Wheclg. West Virginia, | was living in feeling that Control Denied was only going to 
Paisburgh. What we would do is share shows. happen if there was a Death album first. A 
We'd go down and open a show for them, they'd proven commodity for them first. 
ome up and open a show for us. We got to be I'm not sure. I've kept my nose out of the business 
Šiends that way. Years later I was singing for a end of things. I was called in to work on this 
Iband called Triple X, which was a pretty popular project. This is Chuck's baby. It's his band, his 
tand up here, the most popular band in town for dream. I can respect that. He hired me to do a job, 
about 5 years. We had a sponsorhip from which was to sing on this record. As far as 
Budweser. The thing about Triple X is it wasn't handling the business, it's up to him. I don't poke 
ey enough for me. It was just too happy. I into it too much. I'm that there have 
swasted metal! Jim had called me when he started been delays but that's mainly to do with his 
domg h Dofka album Toxic Wasteland. I had to health. What they would like to do is release the 

Death. He's always wanted to be melodic but he 

suit 
Pharaoh, where does that fitinto all of this. 
I did a couple songs with them for the Iron 
Maiden tribute album [on Twilight Records, 
you're welcome Chris, ka ha ha, can I get a copy 
now?- ed]. We're planning on doing their first 
album and from what I heard from Matt, he's got 
all the music ready for me and we'll get started 
recording the vocals now. 
How did you get in touch with them? 
Through Jimmy Dofka He seems to be the 
gateway to the outside world here. 

I remember emailing Chris Maycock and he 
had this grand master plan of releasing the 
Pharaoh album at the same time as the Control 
Denied album to get the publicity rub but 
obviously that's not happening. What's the 
holdup? 
T doc s v krow. That's jūst scchoticg T 
doing on the side to help those guys out. I'm not 

positive, it looks like the radiation is doing it's 

He's going to have another checkup in December. 
Even if he does make a recovery, will he be in 
g00d enough health where down the road he 
can tour again? 
We'll see. That's what he wants. It has to be 
killing him to not be able to play these songs. 
Your whole life, your whole identity, you're that 
guitar player. Then one day you pick it up and 
then you can't play it. Who are you now? His 
whole identity is messed up. No, it's not. This 

time because he's had his career. Now he has the 
time to spend with his family, time to talk walks 
and just be Chuck. He doesn't have to be Evil 
Chuck the heavy metal guitar player, he can just 

office and there have been people 
who have worked in offices their entire lives 

pass 0n that I regretted it. 1 wish I could have album around the time Chuck recovers. But concemed with a timetable for that. And I just and they're mearing retirement, and it's the 
sang 0n that album but Scott did great. Jim went there's no telling when he will so they postponed hooked up with Psycho Scream again to do their same with putting the career before families. 
m to Dofka, Brick Mistress (?), 1369 was the it and 

ther band. Mostly the same guys, there are only changes at the label too. That makes things 
0 many good musicians and you have to recyele interesting too. You think you have this great deal 
them So there’s maybe 10 or 12 guys that make set up airtight and something like that happens. 

it. They've had personnel second album. You can hear my voice is a lttle bit Everybody thinks musicians have 
tired today. 
‘What's l.il timetable for that? 
We're going to take our time. There's no rush 

these 
glamorous lives and when it comes down to it 
they have the same concerns with their lives 
doing their music. 

p 5 bands. I hooked up with Jim when I got tired I know one of the publicity people he's worked here. What I'm tired of is hurrying up and getting What's wrong with giving that kind of attention or 
of Triple X. He had the music ready for me, I a lot with before took off. And then they just things done. I've never been able to do what I'm that kind of respect to an ordinary person anyway” 
't have to do anything except rehearse and get changed the publicity department again which able to do. The label always gives this deadline Nothing Face it, when that magic is there, 
ready We got the band out and it got over well. has to be great for people releasing records and it has to be sent to them Tuesday. Well my everything is a lot more fun. If you're just Bernie 
The album got out in Europe, Japan, South right now. Considering the material is similar vocals get started Monday night. How long does it Schwartz and his Band in regular clothes, if you 
America, Micronesia, weird places. Places we to the last Death album, Chuck in interviews don't have that image, it would be silly. Imagine a 



basebali team, the Pitsburgh Pirates coming out play! What is this, a puppet show? And then in there waiting to do this. It is my job, I get paid He might want to sing for joy, you never know! 
without uniforms and playing baseball. There is an they'll knock guys who are busting their ass like t0 do this. When something happens, I have to Heseems to change colors with every new album. 
image, there is a uniform we wear to be amongst Chuck just for doing something different. They're change my plans instead of waking up and not He can get together a with 
the ranks of the heavy metal guys. mocking everyone but themselves. Where did they having a job. Mortification! [We go off on a HUGE tangent 
This is the most exposure you've had on a get the idea for the makeup? It's already been So why are you not on the list of people in the about lion surfing, lymph node donor survival, 

record. Do you think this will help Psycho done. The ideas with the blood and everything | band Nuclear Blast is offering up interviews and Dark Funeral before getting back on 

Scream in getting their stuff out? don't know what makes them think they're so for? [He wasn't at first, so I called him, but topic... | The one thing I like about Death and | 

‘Absolutely. It's one of the benefits for all of us. original and say "Oh, Control Denied's not a metal right around press time, sure enough, they're Control Denied is that the lyrics are o real. ; 

Shannon has a band, Richard has one going on, band!' They tried to make this out like it's an offering him up... grrr...] Or surreal. You have to put your own mind into it - 

we all do. That's one of the great thing about this altemative band! Imagine Chuck Schuldiner I don't know. Maybe I made enemies with them in to get something out a 

project is it's brought all these musicians together. playing Alice in Chains songs. I don't think that a past life. I will tell you ihis, there's one person at But at the same time you can tell something 
There will be ofišhoots of this project. Sould work. And if he made me sing that 'd blow the label that does not get along with Chuck and really fucked happened to Chuck over the 
The tagline from Chuck is always ‘trend free my brains out! that's the person in charge right now. There's a lot years. j 

heavy metal.' Which I agree with and I can <needless to say I'm been laughing my ass off of bad ihings happening simply because this It happens to everybody! If it doesn't you're not 
hear he's still doing his own thing. But of since the word frog'> I got the Cotnrol Denied person doesn't like Chuck And if you don't like really living! H 

promo about the same time my friend got the Chuck you won't like me much either! t that kind of thing is a lot more real than 
musical climate, he's been going on about mew Dream Theate Don't you love politics in record companies?  elves in the forest or Satan and bel 

Control Denied for years now, and then of Jim Dofka came to me aRer he heard that and said Oh, it's great. You're busting your ass to put out Yeah. Talk about something else! I'm a big Dio 

course now this is coming out and some 'T'min lovel' The last couple have really sucked this great misic somebody's plotting to ruin your fan. Dio has touched some prety demonic - 

journalists are already complaining ‘Ob, and have been stale and boring They're getting whole career. Great fun! subjects along his way that were really cool, but v 

mother Nuclear Blast power metal thing!" If very clinical. He said there was a lot of soul in this And if you went to the web, to go straight to the he wasn't taking it that seriously. ' 

you could say a few words to that.. new one. I have the new Mark Boals CD, did you people instead of having a deal, even if there Let's start some controversy. Ozzy vs Dio, your p 
This was never intended to be power metal. hear that? Was this utopia of everybody having egual opinion. c 
‘Whoever is saying that must not know much about No. promotion, that means nobody would sell more That's like Superman vs Batman! Uh, god bless jr 

musie. They don't know their ass from a hole in You know Mark Boals, he sang for Yngwie? than 50-75,000 records because there would be them both. Ozzy kicks ass, and look at the players 
the ground if they're saying this is a power metal He's on Yngwie's new one, it's good. What's no trends or proven market strategies o breeze he's had! 
band. I've been a metal vocalist for god knows the solo album like" byon. That's my thing, 'm not an Ozzy fan so I s2; 
how many years. T'm a melodic singer, 'm not Very, very weak. Extremely poser metal. A sad When the record business stated, there wasn't a look at the players he's hidden behind! 
going to stop being melodic for anybody! I can attempt at metal. whole lot of competition. The music world was so But he writes the music. He can sing! /ukht.... — 

Šound awful damn ugly st times, when it's Where would one go about getting a Mark small at the time. When Elvis Presley came out, ed] And he has the characte to play. Which is 

“ppropriate, when it's called for in the music, but Boals CD? It sounds like one of those you pay how many white blues singers were there out cool. He can't be the same Ozzy offtae as he is 

I'm not limited to that like a lot of these frogs are. $30 for to get from Japs there? None. There's a rumor that Roy Orbison onstage. You can't survive that way. If I was the 
Oh, was that a derogatory remark? That's what 1 I got it from Dofka. He's a record store manager. was a candidate to do the same thing they picked same idiot offtage that I am onstage, trying to 
don't like about death metal is the vocals. It tums It's very bad metal. Elvis to do. Roy is a much better singer but Elvis live a normal life around normal people, it just 
me off, and it tums a lot of people off. They love Life being what it is, Psycho Scream is going to had that image. wouldn't work! 
the music, but when the vocals kick in they say go into full gear and start doing stuff and I guess I don't have to ask if there's any new What was your reaction when you saw Sounds 
“Ah, Tll listen to something else." The whole you're going to get a call from Chuck saying material in the works... of Perseverance and in the thanks list Chuck 
Satanic thing has gone out. It was cool when *I'm ready.” What will you do? Itf Chuck pulls through whatever he does next will lists you *...Tim Aymar (I lost your number)'? 
‘Sabbath was doing it, I was a fan of Angel Witch, Drop everything I'm doing and go. Hopefully I be the greatest thing he's ever done. I just saw that the other day! Jim Dofka has a 

2 lot of Satanic bands. But it's gotten absolutely won't be in the middle of anything. I have some You might be out of a job. I can imagine Chuck Black Sabbath tribute band. The singer in that 

stupid! Bamey for Satan or something! Dimm things to do to keep my life going. The release might wan to be screaming his head off again looks and acts like Ozzy, totally uncanny. 1 mix 

Borgis, dressed up in makeup, they can't even was supposed to be in July. I've been just hanging after all of this. their sound. I stuck the Death CD in and a friend - 
says "Did you see the liner notes?" - 
No, I'd never picked it up and read 
it And he shows me... 1 move ' 
around so much from one end of 
town to the other it's hard to keep 
track of me. 
How's the local scene there? 
I haven't been involved lately. It's 
really tough for heavy metal show. 
Some band do well, some bands 
come over from Cleveland and do 
good. Mushroom Head has a really 
good sound [Andreas, it's that 
fucking  Mushroom Head band 
again!!! — ed] Slipknot really stole 
that whole Mushroom Head image. 
Scott Edgel, who sang on Jim 
Dofka's Taxic Wasteland album, 
he's with Mushroom Head now. 
Small world. 
To really wrap this up, what are 

r top five favorite metal 
albums of all time? 
Rage For Order [by Queensryche] is 
my all time favorite. Heaven and 
Hell [Dio era Sabbath], Crmson 
Glory's Transcendence. Master 0f 
Puppets by Metallica. AC/DC For 
Those About to Rock. Those are the 
albums as far as the writing and 
playing and production that have 

really influenced the way we look at 
heavy metal now. 
Favorite newer bands? 
Symphony X, Mundanus Imperium, 
Clawfinger 
Last minute update. Mtv.com ran 
a story on Chuck, and he's in bad 
shape financially. REALLY bad. 
Here's a relevant snippet. HELP. 
“Those who want to contact the 
family in an effort to help should 
send email o 
tanzid@freewwweb.com,  and 
those who wish to send money, 
cards, or other items can write to 
Schuldiner's  mother,  Jane 
Schuldiner, at 609 E. Citrus 
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Do you liked whacked out brutality? 
1 mean Meshuggah/Strapping Toung 
Lad styled insanity? Well, Relapse 
st put out one of the technically 
wigged out releases 0f 1999. The 
Dillinger Escape Plan, Calculating 
Infinity. A disc so strong it is being 
recognized way outside 0f Relapse’s 
wormal fanbase. lt's hard to 
describe, just technical, attacking, 
and insane. I had to find out a lttle 
Bt more, so I hooked up with Ben 
Epaitarist (yeah, just Ben) to figure it 
s 
How's the response been to the 
Bew record? 
The response has been really good. 
It's been weird for us with the music 
we play to get any response, 
honestly! It's been great. 
I didn't hear the Under the 
Running Board EP so this was all 
completely new to me. 
It's very similar with the direction 
that the music goes in. This is just a 
lot more of itl Under the Running 
Board was just 3 songs. With the 
mew one we have room to just 
expand more because of the length 
ofthe album. People say there was a 
Progression but I think there was just 
more of an album to do stuff on. 
Under the Running Board came 
sut before I started the zine and 
around that time Relapse was 
releasing » bunch of really sho 
EPs that I don't think was the best 
walue for the money. What was the deal with 
releasing just a 3 song EP? 
We had just recorded the 3 songs as a demo for 
‘urselves before we had a deal with Relapse. We 
talked to Relapse and figured out we wanted to 
work together. We couldn't produce a full length 
album so we decided to put that out as a precursor 
10 whatever else we'd be doing. An introduction 
10 the scene 
What were you guys doing before that EP? 
How long have you been around, and the basic 
biographical bullshit. 
We'd done a 6 song mini CD on a friend's label 
We didn't have any intentions of pursuing a label 
and a friend just offered to put it out. It was his 
fest atempt at a label and our first attempt at the 
Dilinger Escape Plan. It got our name out a ltle 
Bt We brought in another guitar player when we 
secorded Under the Running Board. And now we 
st recently recorded the full length. Our guitar 
player has left and we brought on another guitar 
player, Brian, who used to play in a band called 
Jesuit Our bass player was in a temible car 
accident s0 he's oul of commission so we have 
sameone filling in on bass That's the basics. 
1 haven't heard anything about the accident 
Bk koppened nnd | know sams shoms ad 
been set t's the status with him? 
lhfinulmelx i's one of those situations that was. 
Seaky. He was in a minor car accident but the 
Kmies were so severe he was left paralyzed. 
We're hoping for the best 
Enough of the negative, let’s get to the positive 
amd get people hyped up about the new record. 
You just got off tour with Mr. Bungle. How did 
that go? 
B went well. Better than we expected. We were 
seally excited to see Mr. Bungle play every night 
Ėr Geel There's no way we in a band of this 
stature could afford to see Mr. Bungle! Tickets 
swese SI or something and we're all out of work. 
Tk was definitely a weird situation going out with a. 
e like that, but it was a match made in heaven 
= some senses. 
What kind of crowds were they drawing? I 
couidn’t go when you passed through Atlanta. 
The crowds were huge. We weren't used to having 
sesl stages, and sound systems and stuff. There 
e people there were your basic Mr. Bungle 
peogle who were into them for the right reasons, 
md hose people were into our music as well. 
Then there were people into Mr. Bungle just 
ecase Faith No More broke up. I don't think 
A% Bungle s even too proud to have those 

1 

pacgle! They were the ones in the Faith No More being in the band. That's the scene we fell in love Why does it always seem that lyricis 
stms walking in drunk. They were an interesting 
trsed. That's thenorm of people in music 

Every time I see you written up in a magazine 
the subject o bronght up of you nttncklng the 

okt just has to do with our aggression and 
our energy on stage. We try to seize the moment 
We're out there for ourselves. We live very 
mellow passive normal lives and it is a privilege 
for us to be able to get up on stage and get out our 
aggression. It's the time we get to not take 
responsibility for our actions and express 
ourselves. I don't think we're going out and 
hurting people That's obviously. With the sharp 
objects like the guitars if we really wanted people 
hurt there’d be a lot of people hurt You don't 
have to be a big guy to do that with a guitar in 
your hand. We really just ry to play every show 
o ts ullest and play as if it were Oūr last 
You definitely have some unique packaging on 
the new album. What's the story there? 
We'd gone through a lot of ideas for layouts and a 
lot of things fell through. The whole cover with 
the letterbox type of feel, we did something like 
that on the EP but we wanted to expand on that 
and bring it 10 the next level. We felt like we 
wanted our merchandise to look like a Dillinger 
CD every tune. The way it folded up was just 
some sort of novelty, a fun way to do it 
Something to play with. 
What in the world is going on in the music? 
That is some intense shit going on! 
That's what we do. That's what we want to hear, 
i's what we would want to buy. As far as heavy 
music goes, it'* not music for the masses! It's 
music for ourselves. lt's self gratifying to be able 
10 create the music we want to hear 
Who out there right now would you consider 
your musical peers with a similar sound? 
A lot of the more metal hardcore bands. Converge, 
Coalesce, Today is the Day. We're more likely to 
be grouped with bands like Cave In, Neurosis, 
bands that could be grouped in our genre but our 
doing their own thing. 
1t's a growth out of hardeore. I notice that 
every band that progresses with their music 
and does new things, it's not hardcore anymore 
and it really can't be. 
It's such a weird subject because it's hard to 
define these things, hardcore, metal. I can't really 
put a label on ourselves. If I did, 100 people 
would disagree and 100 people would agree and 
100 people wouldn't care. Some of our musical 
influences when we were younger were metal. 
The background of the scene we're coming out of 
is hardcore, and that's what we listened to prior to 

with, that atmosphere. When we first listened to 
metal the atmosphere was very unattractive to us, 
how things were run. The club situations, the 
bands. We got desensitized to the scene quickly. 

g e e T K 
monotonous and stagnant. When we got o the 
hardcore scene we found that energy and 
excitement without all the bullerap. The kids who 
liked the music were taking control of the music, 
instead of club owners who charge a lot for tickets 
and made you pay to play. That's something that 
appeals to us with Relapse as well They have a 
foot in the metal scene, but they are very into the 
music they put out, it has nothing to with record 
sales. 
It is scary that they have faith in EVERY band 
they put out. 
It IS scary! And I can't say I do. But the fact is 
when they push something they're not lying. 
1 was going to m; 

disagree with me on this. Meshuggah definitely 
was one of them. I hear the energy of Strapį 
Young Lad, Human Remains, and then not so 
much the playing style but the sounds and 
technicality it sounds a bit like Watchtower. 
1 don't think we have specific influences but I 
think there are a lot of bands that have an affect on 
us subconsciously. Some of those bands you 
mentioned, the ways they put their music together 
is influential 
Who puts together the lyrics? 
Our singer takes care of most of the lyrics, I've 
done some, we all help out but our singer takes 
care of most of the lyries. 
It's definitely not nice! Do you know what's 
behind a lot of this? 
Yes I do, and I bet nobody else does! 
Care to share some of that then? 
Sure. This is atypical of things with a heavy 
sound but a lot of our songs talk about 
relationships. We really like talking about things 
like emotions because this is an expression in this 
band. A lot of people don't understand what we're 
talking about because we're expressing a portion 
of a feeling or a thought that was going through 
our heads at  time and we don't paint the 
complete picture. This is definitely a band for self 
satsfaction more than anything. I’s much more 
intense and works better for us if we can pinpoint 
a feeling or specific image. The name Calculating. 
Infinity represents that even though you think 
these relationships last forever, they really never 
do. You think how much how much time you 
invest into things you and nothing lasts forever, 
but you can actually calculate the time of what 
you thought would be infinity. Figure out exactly 
how long you think that's going to last 

always 
ve worse relationships than everybody else? 

I don't think they do That's their oulet 
Sometimes it's forced, who knows? 

My questions about the lyrics 
wouldn’t so much be about the 
lyries themselves, but how the 
titles 0f the songs relate to the 
Iyrics. Destro's Secret, the only 
Destro I know is from GI Joe. 
Yep. That's itl You want to_know 
‘what the secret is? The secret s, you 
have to promise to not tell anyone 
except whoever reads your zine. 
1 can promise that, I think. 
It basically means nothing. That's 
the secret. The GI Joe guy. 
‘Whose idea was that one? 
It was one of those things, we're 
sitting around in the studio just 
fucking around, you know? The 
engineer's asking ‘What do we label 
this one as?" We're like, ‘Fuck! Uh, 
Destro's Secret." 
So nobody's got a big GI Joe 
fetish? 
We were all a litle bit into GI 
Joe But a fetish, no? 
1 remember Destro being a cool 
one because he had that backpack 
that bis gun could fit into. 
He was definitely cool. You can 
definitely recognize him and that's 
why he was given the honor of a 
title. 
Variations On A Cocktail Dress. 
That has to do with the song itself 
That's another relationship song. It's 
a metaphor our singer used to 
e vt be e šegiag inė 

iš The song's about 
itk problisi Whits 05 i b= 
timing him and he could never really understand 
what was going through her head She was 
definitely two faced. I know it sounds cheesy and 
cliché but it's something he could express 
emotionally, I can just give you an overview. 
I can appreciate that. I'm listening to a lot of 
European stuff with the mountains and elves 
and everything. Its nice to hear something 
‘more down to Earth sometimes too. 
I love that kind of stuff, but we're not going to 
write about demons, devils, these creatures, or 
facries that run into the woods! Things that don’t 
exist. We're not a theatrical band. 
The variations title caught me because I'm 
listening to a lot more neoclassical type shred, 
and they're always doing variations 
composer’s work, variations on that th 
now Variations on a Cocktail Dress! 
Nah, it's just a weird title. 
The last title I want to ask about is Fourth 
Grade Dropout. 
That song is actually a nostalgic song. Feelings 
the guy was having when he was 
Looking back at that time in his life. Another 
representation, not a literal tte, just capturing a 
feeling of that time. I's about him being picked 
on at that time. 
1f there was a movie that somebody could 
watch, what movie would best represent what 
Dillinger Escape Plan sounds like? 
Maybe Seven? I like that movie. I don't know. I 
just like that moviel I always imitate that end 
scene. “What's in the box?" He's flipping out with 
the gun. It's all dark, everything's rainy, it's 3o 
depressing. 
It's one of the few Hollywood horror movies I 
can stand. 
Exactly, exactly! The whole movie had a feel to it 
it stuck with you for an hour or two. A very brown. 
film. The music is very brown. 
What's on the horizon for Dillinger Escape 
Plan? 
We're trying to get out of work and school so we. 
can do a tour coming up with Fantomas. 
Mike Patton must love you guys! 
He's definitely a cool big daddy to have! 
How old are all you guys? 
21025 
To wrap this up, anything to say to all the 
‘metalheads reading’ 
Yeah. If you thought Under the Running Board 
was a ripoff <we laugh> get it from Relapse, it'll 
only be $5. Thanks for the interest. 
‘www dillingerescapeplan. com 
www .relapse.com 
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Widow's Tour Video 
45 min live from their last European tour, 
plus the videociip for their hit "Evenfall"!. 

Beyond the Vel Tristania MCD 
Bombastic choirs & extraordinary female vocals entice and "Their debut release. 

submerge the listener into a world of fantasy. A symphonic 
experience from a band that is constantly exį anding the 

boundaries of Metal. They are the new Gothic Metal Kings! 

MACTATUS DISMAL EUPHONY 

GD
 
£S
0u
dN
 

@0
 
09
00
Md
N 

ronghol 
"The most melancholic 

Black Metal album ever! 

a
O
W
 

Z
.
L
0
¥
d
N
 

G0
 6

90
4d
N 

dy Ablaze MCD 
The Norwegian atmospheric Metallers return with all new 
materiall 

MALIGNANT 
HOLLENTHON 

V0
0 

V9
08
dN
 

@9
 
89
0H
dN
 

00
 £

90
Hd
N 

[ Famm Y 

@ eri — Alarm Domus Mundi CD - - - - "Sagovindars Boning 

3rd full-length from one of Third album. Modern New Heavy / Black Death - awa!blndw ish 
-Metal. 

Sweden's leading Black Norse Metal with industrial banof Mar Schtenc e . Folk- 
Metal acts. elements. PUNGENT STENCH)t - . 

AVAILABLE AT ALL FINE RECORD STORES 
OR CALL OUR TOLL-FREE NUMBER TO ORDER DIR! 1-877-ANAPALM 

All CDs $16 US / $18 World, MCDs $12 US / $14 World 

Napalm Records America - P.O. Box 382 - Bremerton, WA 98337 pr 

phone: 360 792 0277 - fax: 360 792 0298 - napalm@silverlink.net 

a TR Send $1 for our full mail-order catalog. 
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How can I pretend to focus on progressive metal 
and ignore Dream Theater? The fact is, I can't. 
Scenes From a Memory has caused guite a stir in 
the progressive community. Al the same time, 
James LaBrie released his first solo album under 
the moniker Mullmuzzler, entitled Keep it 10 
Yourself, on Magna Carta. Magna Carta was kind 
enough to set us up with LaBrie. LotFP got 90 
minutes t0 talk with him. When Metal Maniacs 
talked to Mike Portnoy, they got 30 minutes. 
Who's your daddy, MM? That's what I though. 
Anyhow, to get the best LaBrie interview around, I 
enlisted the services 0f my cover designer and 
proofreader (and Dream Theater maniac) DL 
Burrell t0 talk 10 James. And for a first time 
interviewer, DL kicks much booty, don't you 
think? Enjoy. 
A lot of times a singer for a group comes out 
with a solo album and it's a 180 degree turn 
from what they made their name 
Mullmuzzler has songs which are different but 
it stays true to the “sound” you come from as 
well. Was that a conscious decision on your 
part? 
1 don't think I consciously went into writing this 
album thinking that I wanted it to have a lot of 
parallels between Mullmuzzler and Dream Theater 
but 1 did go into this album doing what I most 
enjoy, the style of music that I most enjoy playing. 
and that I grew up being influenced by, and that is 
“progressive.” Fist and foremost I wanted this 
album to have, to be a hard rock album with a lot 
of groove, very rhythmic, and then from there 
throw in some spice as far as progressive clements 
that would show_themselves throughout the 
album, and, you know, that's the album that 
‘you're presented with at this point. It's everything they have special meaning for me as well. As a that much further.” Tt was a real joy to work with 
that I wanted to do, it's how I wanted to approach Man Thirks, obviously, it was a vocalists dream these people. 
i, i's exactly what I wanted on there, and so far to write a song like that and be able to present it as something from e 
the response has been very positive. 
You worked wį 
the songs on this. 
Yes. 
A lot of comparisons have been made 
Dali's Dilemma was, well, let's say highly 
influenced by the Dream Theater sot 
found it a tad bit curious that you would choose 
to work with someone, I don't know, maybe 
imitation is the sincerest form of Alattery to the 
sound. 
Yeah, you know with Mat . well, my first 
introduction t© him was through Dali's Dilemma. 
I remember hearing this guy on keyboards._Peter 
Morticelli from Magna Carta said, “Hey, listen, I 
know you're going in to write some new material, 
1 want you to hear this band” I had heard 
something of Dali's Dilemma but I had never 
actually sat down with it So anyways, to make a 
long story short, I listened to the material and I 
was most impressed with Matt, I just thought. 
“Wow, this guy is an Exceptional keyboard 
player™ I love his melodies, the way he plays. 
He sings over top of the music instead of just 
trying to do a million notes and trying to show off 
and be more or less self-indulgent He played 
with arlot of maturity and I really respect that in 
any type player. So, with that, I called him and I 
talked to him and introduced myself and he was 
into it immediately wanting to collaborate with 
me. And so we actually wrote three songs on 
Mullmuzzler. We wrote His Voice, Statues, and 
Lace, that's the three songs we did We were 
£0ing to do a fourth song , but I'd already started 
getting involved with a few guys from Shadow 
Gallery, and then also Trent Gardner and myself 
were already immersed in a couple of songs as 
well. So I said to Mat, I said, “Hey, Save it, and 
if we do ancther one, let's use it then” We'd 
already started working on an idea and I thought 
that by the time we had that idea completed I will 
have completed all my other ideas 5o let's save it 
What I've listened to of the album, I dom't 
Know, 15 or 20 spins, the thre which 
jump out at me are His Voice, Shores of 
Avalon, and of course Beelzebubba for all 
Kinds of reasons. Which one do you think of as 
your favorite? 

I find it very hard to be objective in that sense 
because I'm really happy with all of it. If I had to 
pick my favorite track on the whole album it 
would be a hard choice between His Voice and 
Shores of Avalon. Those two tracks are probably 

feel and they're very emotional and expressive, so style of playing. your technical ability to bring it remember meeting Terry Brown who 

such because it's a capella, really, to begin with, 

programming. It's just very contemporary in that 

you looking to have total control? For 

instance, Fates Warning, it's one person’s 
project. 
Yeah, it's more like Jim Matheos is writing 
everything 
Right. Did you want to have that kind of 
control over Did you take that kind of 
control, or how did it tend to work out? 
No, I never think like that. What I wanted to do 
was I wanted to achieve the strongest material 
possible and the way I think that is best achieved 

is by collaborating and being very open-minded, 
hearing everyone’s ideas, and then taking it from 
there, expanding on everyone's ideas. Slowly but 
surely you shape that into something that you feel 
isright. And you know that's the way I've always 
written, even before 1 met the guys in Dream 
Theater that's the way I wrote. I've always stuck 
tothat, I've never been the type of person that has 
to... even though I had an idea of all the ideas 
musically that I wanted to use, I approached these 
guys saying. “Ok, here's my ideas, here's the rff, 
50 here's the blueprint. Now let's take that, and I 
want to work with you guys. I want to work with 
you guys because I really like the style, the way 
that you guys write. Now let's see what we can 
do and come up with together” That's how I 
‘approached this. I really wanted the other writers" 
input in that sense. Obviously, when it came time 
to record the album | wanted certain players on the 
album that I thought would best, you know, that 
would do all this music justice in a technical 
sense. And that's why, I mean, Matt Guillory 
plays over everything except he didn't play 
keyboards on the two songs I wrote with Trent 
Gardner, Beelzebubba and As a Man Thinks. 
Trent played keyboards on that and also played 
trombone on Beelzebubba, he's an incredibly 
talented man. 1 love the guy, I think he's just 
terrific guy and we got along exceptionally. H 

Just a true professional, everyone was just a real 
joy to work with. The other three guys that I got 
to come in and record the music: Mike Mancini, 
Mike Keneally and Bryan Beller, were just 
incredible people from the get go, very open- 
minded. I told them, “Here's how the songs are, 
mow throw yourselves in. I want you to do this™ 

It was like, if you don't leam 
rything that you do, every 

album you record and everytime you go in to 
Matt Guillory on several of and the it has all this technical side going on and write music, if you don't leam anything then it 

wasn't right. 1 leamed a lot. At the same time, I 
guess you're aware I was producing it, so I was 

t When you were going into this project were producing, | was writing the material, and then 1 
had to sing on it. At that point, I knew when I 

. 1 instance, when you hear people talk about, for wanted to go in and start singing the material that 
I did need an objective ear. 1 needed and wanted 
to work with someone who was an exceptionally 
scasoned studio maestro and that's why I gave 
Terry Brown a call. He was into it immediately 
and was just incredible to work with 
Unfortunately he wasn't listed, just because of a 
‘communication breakdown, as co-producer, but he 
should have been, even though I produced and 
saw everything from day one to day done, his ears 
were also really important. In the moments when 
it came time for me to sing it and I would 
approach with, “Oh man I've got an idea, we've 
g0t to throw this down on the track ™ Because 
even right down to the recording of my vocals I 
was coming up with new guitar parts, I called in a 
drummer the second to last day. Originally we 
weren't even going to have drums on As a Man 
Thinks, but then I called in this great drummer 
from Toronto (because I recorded all my vocals in 
Toronto) and I knew this guy, Greg Critchley. I 
gave him a call and said, “1 want you to come in 
‘and do this song and I want you to go crazy on it 
and he pulled it off, as well as the bass player, 
Mike Shannon. 
How was working with Terry Brown versus 
Kevin Shirley or David Prater? 
Well for me... I mean Kevin Shirley is a very 
intense person. I will be quite honest and say that 

I think Kevin Shirley and I get along, I think, 
better now than we did when we were recording 
Falling Into Infinity. We just didn't really click, 
didn't see eye to eye on many things, but now we. 
seem to see eye to eye on all the situations that we. 
didn't Kevin and I have kind of resolved our 
differences.  David Prater is a very intense 
individual, an incredibly smart person, but I think 
that unfortunately he lacks in communication 
skills. His communication skills are very poor, 
and that's basically why we never worked with 
him again after A Change of Seasons, just because 
there were some “too close” situations in the 
studio if you know what I mean. Terry Brown, on 
the other hand, I had originally worked with when 

I went in to sing background on Fates Wamrning's 
Parallels album. I sang background on Life in 

producing that album. I remember thinking to 
myself, “Wow, this guy's a real delight™ He's 
extremely focused and concentrated, but at the 
same time he really keeps what is generally a very 
intense, stressful environment... well, sometimes 

it can be, sometimes it can be a lot of fun. He 
scems to keep that environment very calm and 
cool, and I thought what better way to work when 
you're in a creative setting, than when you can 
have somebody that can keep a lid and keep 
everything balanced. So I kept that with me right 
p until the point I was thinking of going in to do 
Mullmuzzler and he's the first guy I thought 
about. I wanted to get this guy, even though I was 
producing, when it came time for me to do my 
vocals and when it came time to have an engineer 
and mix the album, Terry Brown was my man. 
He came through with flying colors, he was 
exceptional, and like I said earlier, he was a real 
delight to work with. He's filled with so much 
experience, he's such a vast wealth of information 
and just a really great guy. We'd go out and have 
a couple of beers every night at the end of a 
session and talk about what we were going to do 
the next day. I enjoyed working. with him so 
‘much that I brought him in to be there specifically 
to record my vocals for Scenes From a Memory, 
the latest Dream Theater album, because we 
worked so well together. I thought this was the 
guy that I wanted pushing the buttons and pulling 
the best out of me when it comes time to do the 
new Dream Theater album. When I told the rest 
of the guys in Dream Theater that I wanted to 
bring Terry in they were like, “Wow, great man, is 
he into it?" and I said, “Yeah, he's into ™ So we 
went for it 
How did Kevin react to that? 
Well, Kevin didn't produce this last album for 
Dream Theater, we produced it, it's a self- 
produced album, Scenes From a Memory. 
How did that work out? 
It worked out really well. I would say that the 
primary producers that were really overseeing 
everything while we were all doing our thing 
‘would've been John Petrucei and Mike Portnoy. 
How do you think Mullmuzzler compares with 
Ray Alder’s [of Fates Warning] project 
Engine? 
Well, I've only heard a couple of songs from 
Engine and I thought it was really cool. I thought 
it was, well, the songs that I heard were more like 
Nine Inch Nails meets Rob Halford on Painkiller. 
T don't know it was... I liked it. It's Extremely 
straight forward, it's all in four-four, which is 

grest, but the songs that I heard I enjoyed. But, I 
don't know what the rest of the album is like so I 
can't really say what I think of it Have you 
heard the whole thing? 
Um, unfortunately, yes. 
Unfortunately? 
1t was not my favorite. 
Is that right, unh? How does he sound on there? 
Because the two songs that I heard he sounded 
like he was screaming and kinda getting a little 
raunchy, which is, I dunno, a litle unlike Ray. 
1 tend to like a lot more clean vocals in what I 

when they started getting an edge 
rt. 

Oh, 50 you must've Loved what I did on Awake. 
<laughs> But you see, you know what a lot of 
people don't know? I guarantee you if you go 
back to Awake and you listen to songs like Lifting 
Shadows, I sang that incredibly clean. If you were 
to listen to Innocence Faded, I sang that incredibly 
clean. If you listen to... ch, what was the other 
song there? 
‘Well, The Silent Man obviously. 
Well, Silent Man, yeah. And then there was... oh, 
‘what's the other one there? 
Voices? 
Voices, yeah, Voices was very clean except that 
one little section in the middle, you know, 
“Thought disorder, dream control,” you know, all 
that I started putting a litle bit of edge or grind 
into it But people tend to focus more on what 
they hear from the get-go, you know, 6:00 [the 
first song on the album], and they kinda go, 
“WHOAI? — What the Hell” It was just 
something I needed to do. I wanted to sing an 
album like with some raunch happening, and then 
after 'd done it I said, "Ok, great, now I've done 

Still Water, I don't know if you were aware of it, now let's go back to how everybody else was 
the most special to me, but at the same time, I you know, I had specific things I wanted them to that; 5o if you listen to Life in Stll Water, the introduced to me as." Have you heard Scemes. 
really thoroughly enjoy songs like Slow Bum, and stay stuck to, and then I said, “Now, that being background vocalist is me, it's listed there. So I From a Memory yet? Well, let me just say this to 
Sacrifice. They just have a completely different said, now throw yourself all over it. I want your went in and I did a two hour session that day and I you, and I've said it to everyone else that I've 

done interviews with. It is definitely, and I have 



mo reservations about saying this, it is definitely because I think eventually we got the message get our career offin a very global sense. But then, deal trying to create controversy and it just keeps 
our best album. 1 think it's the strongest material across that everybody had to cooperate and to unfortunately, the label and the people that don't him in the spotlight. 
we've ever written. It's better than Images and please do this for us. We think it's very important fully understand a band such as Dream Theater That's just to get heat with the crowds. 
Words. The interviews that I've done, all around to keep the album fresh and very exciting when it thought that that was the way we were going to go Yeah, exactly. And they buy into it, everybody is 

the world, everyone is saying, a lot 0f joumalists comes time for release. I think for the most part with every other album 
around the world already have reviewed it, and 
they're saying that about the album before I'm 
saying it. They're saying it's definitely our best 
album. Mostof them are going as far as to say it's 
a masterpiece. I know when we were recording 
this we were all Extremely excited because we 
knew what we were hearing, and we were all 
going, “Wow, man, we're really touching on 
something very special here.” I think that the fans 
‘worldwide are going to be very appreciative and 
very excited about it It's the kind of album we've 

"been wanting to make for a while and I think that 
we've finally done it. A lot of this came from us 
listening to Liquid Tension material and we'd be 
saying to each other, I mean it was John, Mike, 
and John Myung would be there as well, and T'd 
be looking at them and go, “Guys, sorry, but this 
guy (Jordan Rudess, who played keyboards with 
Petrucei and Portnoy on the Liquid Tension 
Experiment albums] should be in our band." 
There was a synergy going on with Liquid 
Tension between Jordan, Mike and John that we 
needed to bring into Dream Theater because the 
guy is an Incredible keyboard player. I mean, he's 
the top of his skills as 
far as P'm concemed, 

Jordan's playing. The 
guy just blew my mind 
from the first day that I 

heard him. And we're 
talking about a person 
who went into Julliard, 
was  accepted into 
Julliard when he was 
nine years old. He's 

just an  incredible 
talent. S we were 
talking about this, and 
we knew the kind of 
album that we wanted 
to make, and Derek 

[Sherinian, now ex- 
Dream Theater 
keyboardist if - you 
hadn't guessed] is a 
good keyboard player, - 
but as far as I'm £ 

concerned Matt. 
Guillory blows Derek = 
away. With that being said then you 
to yourself, “Hang on a second. Dream Theater, 

that came out The having fun with it That's an incredible sport, it 
we've done that. T'd say for 90% of the people thought that we needed another radio hit smash, really is. I mean those guys, they are... I mean as 
out there that's exactly what it's going to be. we needed another one and another one and much as you know that a lot of it is obviously 
Dream Theater went from, at least since you've another one, right? And that's just not the kind of planned out, still the stuff that they do in the ring, 
joined the band, from the high of Images and band it was It was just a fluke, it just so I wouldn't last 10 minutes and I think I'd have a 

when Falling Into Infinity happened that that song went right through the broken back, broken leg, arms, whatever. I mean 
1y people didn’t like it very much. roof So we had all these things going in, and you those guys are really in great shape to be throwing 

pressure going into this 

No, not atall actually, it was pretty wild. 
I've heard it's your last record on this contract. 
No, it's not, we have two more albums. Um, let 
me just say, let's just back up a bit I think what 
happened here was there was a few things going 
on. First of all there were a lot of personal 
tragedies going on with the band when we were 
approaching the writing for Falling Into Infinity. 
The band was going through some things, and I'll 
tell you some of them and I'll try and give you a 
quick synopsis. For me personally, Falling Into 
Infinity is not going to be a very positive memory 
for me. Just because I knew that the band was in a. 
very fragile state. Mike lost his grandmother who 
was more like a mother to him because Mike 

know Derek was, it was his first full length album 
with s, and.. Derek's personality and 
flamboyance and whatever you want to call i, 
superficiality, really doesn't it with the rest of the. 
band members, you know? He's just from a 
totally different planet, whereas Jordan, once 
again, fits in really well with us. He's more down 
10 carth and he's laid back and he's just a very 
cool person, very mature. So there was all these 
things going on. So needless to say, Falling Into 
Infinity was a very taxing and trying time for this 
band and I guess in a way it is a reflection of what 
we were going through as people as individuals 
and collectively as a band. 
In 1995 you guys did a gig where you did all 
cover songs, and for a Metallica song [Damage 
Inc] you brought in Barney Greemway of 
Napalm Death to, um, I guess the word shor 

each other around, I mean these are big men! Not 
to mention the ladies that are wrestling these days 
‘could knock the shit out of us! 
Do you think it would be a fair fight? Dream 
Theater vs. some 0f the better women 
wrestlers? 
Oh forget it! Yeah, right! Maybe if you were 
talking to me 10 years ago I'd be stupid enough to 
say, “Yeah, T'll go for it” Because back then I 
was just, whatever, I just a wild and crazy kind of 
guy so I would've said sure. Now I've got to 
think, I've got a wife and two kid and I can't be 
thinking, “Well, hey, T'll g0 to the ring and maybe 
TI sit in a body cast for six months, that should 
work welll™ 
You guys do well in Japan, correct? 
Yeah, we do great! Great in Japan, great in 

South America, the south Pacific rim, you Europe, 
be Perform lead vocals. Now, why didn't you know, we'd like to see the States come back 

growl the vocals on that? around for us. But even in the states, | mean, 
Well, Bamey is a really good friend of the band Falling Into Infinity has still sold 200,000 for us in 
and we just thought it would be a lot of fin, you the States, so... but we'd like to see it get better. I 
know? We just wanted to let the people know that think with this album we're really set, though, 
we're not just these serious self-i people, because I think it really does have the potential to 
‘we like to have fun and we like to bring a little bring us up to another level. And that will just 
lightness and humor to some of our shows. So we allow us to do this for that much longer, you 

mother to him, and he just thought it would be really cool to just throw know? It will help ensure our longevity. 
lost her while we were this one in for the covers thing with A Change 0f Now in Japan, a lot of the progressive metal 
actually in the writing Seasons. We just thought, “Why not? Let's just acts have had their music used as entrance 
stages for Falling Into make it completely bizarre and have Bamey sing music for Japanese professional wrestlers. 
Infinity. John Petrucci that song.” I mean, hey, I could've sung that song Royal Hunt comes to mind obviously, but 
lost his father, and exactly like James Hetfield, no problem, and made Yngwie Malmsteen as well. Has Dream 

then John Petrucci’s myself sound just like him, but that would've been Theater had anything lifted for that? 
wife lost her father so obvious. More of less it was just a fun thing, No, no we haven't. We haven't even been 

And mother, so there just letting people sit back and just enjoy it for approached for that [sounds a bit incredulous). 
was a lot of things what it is. ‘Which is kind of bizarre because we are very very 
going on. I had my Ihave the 5 Years in a Livetime video which has big over there. So I don't understand why it 
own things, but I don't that particular performance on it, and I've got hasn't happened, maybe because they just think 
think it was anything to tell you that Portnoy seems like he could fall that we're not interested, and I guess it would be a 
near that. — We all asleep while playing those Lars Ulrich drum fun thing We'd have to look on it just for what it 

4 seemed to be going licks on that song. is, but I think that probably some people view us 
through Then No kidding, huh? Yeah, he could do that in his as being this very serious band and our music is 
on top of that, in the sleep. Yeah Mike's a great drummer, a very staying as it is and that's how it was presented, as 
industry sense, Electra incredible that we want to represent it as nothing else but 
was going through.. Just to give some real odd things that we what our sound was the first time. I don’t know. 
we were on East-West wanted to go over, one of the things that If you had to pick one of the existing Dream 
which is all the same. interviewees are traditionally asked for Theater songs to be a wrestler's entrance 
We were on Atco then Lamentations is what type of hair care music, which one do you think would work 

to say it was East-West and then it was Electra, all the products do you use? best? 
same, it was all the same company. We're signed <laughs> Come on! Are you serious? What, as wrestling music? Oh God. Well, you 

let's get the complete package, let's have it so that with WEA, so WEA really stands for Wamer Hey, metal people have big hair, my man, and know what I think would be a great riff coming 
everything is exceptional” And don't get me Electra Atlantic, that's what it is. It was really they need to know how to take care of it! 
‘wrong here, I'm not trying to come off sounding just, departments, there were a lot of changes in You guys are crazy. Well... I use Panteen. 

into the ring would be the riff that starts Lie. 1 
think that could be good. I think The Mirror 

like a pretentious prick or anything like that, but things, but it was all the same family. What was I'm not sure, but I blieve that's a very popular would be very cool for them. I think, well, I mean 
T'm just saying that in this business there is so happening with us was that we were losinga lot of cholce. obviously Pull Me Under would do something for 
much competition, you have to look at the big key people, personnel people at the label who Is that right? I wouldn't know it, but I use some people. I think even songs like... like if you 
picture. You have to say to yourself, “Who would were either fired, let g0, or moving on to another Panteen. It's this really thick shit conditioner, I had The Undertaker, play him Peruvian Skies as 
best represent this band? What is going to allow Iabel. So we're losing all these very strong, key have to or I wouldn't get through my hair. It's he's coming in to the ring, something like that. 

relationships at the label. We had to establish new like a three minute deep conditioner from Panteen Just Let Me Breathe would be kinda cool, it would 
relationships with new people who didn't know that's amazing. Yeah, that's what I use. I'm not kind of generate a little bit 0f excitement. I don't 

possible thing?” And it was like well, le’s bring who the hell Dream Theater was or didn't care to so picky on the shampoo, but ' m Extremely picky know, I think those songs would be good. 

us, musically, creatively, and in a live 
environment, the best possible, the strongest 

in Jordan and it will be complete. It will be 
Dream Theater as never before. It will be Dream 
Theater in top form and I think people are really 
going to see, or first hear that, when they come out 
to see us live around the world. 1 really think 
they're going to see something that's going to 
allow for us to be much more intense on stage. 
How do you feel about the fact that after you 

Scenes From a Memory available to 
people early that it showed up in its entirety on 
the internet for a liftle while? 
Is that right? Well, you know I thought we were 
keeping it under wraps. Well, you know I'd heard 

know who Dream Theater was. So there was that on the conditioner, it has to be Panteen thres What's your favorite song that you've done? 
stress. At the same time we were going through a minute conditioner, it has to be else Id rip every Um... well. my favorite, from a vocal 
Huge situation with management where we were hair out of my head! 
in between management and the management that It gives you that great sheen, right? 

1 think probably this album is probsbly 
1 think the best that I've ever done vocally because 

we were kind of just feeling out tumed out to be Yeah, exactlyl That's it, o the lights can shine it shows all sides of me. It's a very expressive 
Teal... well, just tumed out to not be right, I don't off it real welll T've grown my hair long again, showing, very soulful, very emotional calling 
want to get myself in a being sued kind of thing. my hair is once again pretty long again. 
‘They were just completely wrong for the band. So I'm sure the Iadies will be very pleased. 
there was all these clements that were really Yeah! Hah! Like this is a ladies band. 

from a vocal standpoint. So I think that once you 
hear the new album that you might, I would hope 
that you would agree with me. I mean, aside from 

negative just eating at us, like hitting us from Oh come on, there's one or two groupies out that, you know I really enjoy singing songs like 
Surrounded. I reali every angle. 

focused 
At the same time we had to stay there! 

and concentrate as a band and write Oh sure, and I think you're right, I think there's it or not. 
feel ‘material. And then the label for some reason was one or twol 

Rotterdam for the fanclub. 
that material” or “It was me who got you a little a way, Pull Me Under was a curse. It was good things sbout the States, but you know, that's his Yeah, that's the video. 
sneak preview” or whatever. It’s unfortunate thing, it was a necessary evil I guess because it did 
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„Well, yeah, it is in there as well come to think those guys played on a track when I was doing the Well, that's pretty easy to do with that band.  Wha, if I was to go with one of those bands? 
of it. I was wondering why some of those cuts Rush stuff, when I did Red Barchetta. I think the Yeah, I thought some of their stuff was Very cool. Well it would be Korn before Manowar. 
weren't used for the live album versus cuts, drummer and the bass player played on Red You know, there again, and I have to be honest Why? 

its six in one, half dozen the other, but... 
You mean vocal cuts? Or do you just mean takes What did you do on Red Barchetta? 
From the band? 1 sang vocals. ‘appreciate it for what it is or I'll move on. 

10 be honest with you, I'm not into either 

very nice guys. I've never met the guys in Kom, 
Like, for example, Speak To Me and songs like Oh! For the Rush tribute album. Jeez, pardon What kind of magazines would you suggest but I'm not into their music, I'm not into their 
that. me while I adjust my brain to the “ON" 
Yeah, well, I think just because there's just 5o position. For a second I was saying to myself, 

that cover your type of music more? 
Well, there's that one magazine that is very 

music at all. I don't like them, I don't like their 
music. Manowar, I'm not into that, it just reminds 

much. I mean you sit down and you're looking at “Wovw, I didn't know Rush brought in people impressive called Progressive. It's huge, I think it me of a very early eighties heavy metal kind of 
all this stuff and there just comes a time when to work on their songs like that.” comes out maybe once a month or once every two. taste, It almost has a... I don't know, a kind of 
you've got to go, “Well, let's weigh the pros and Right! Yeah, you know how it was, Geddy gave months, but it's very impressive, and a lot of the more theatrical, comical side to it. I can't take 
cons to putting this on an album” versus putting me  call and said, “Do you wanna sing this 
on at a later time and it lter on. I instead of me?” Uh, no. [laughs... Thank God] 
‘mean you really can't satisfy everyons, but  think Okay, what about Blind Guardian? 
it was just as simple as that. Those were the songs Blind Guardian, I've heard their stuff, kinda cool 
‘we wanted on there at that point, and then if later I can't really comment on them as a whole 
on we are able to present something like this in because I've only heard  few tracks to be honest 
another five years then we might throw it on. with you. You know what, to be honest with you, 
Because, yeah, Speak To Me has been really well the kind of stuff I'm listening to right now is 
received from 1 mean everyone has nowhere near that. It's more like Miles Davis, 
thought that it was a really cool song. And then Winton Marsalis. Nat King Cole I'm getting back 
there was the other one, although I think that that into again. Even like Tony Bennett and Andre 
made it, that was... um... Oh God I can't Pucell,this new singer who I think is very cool. 
remember... [starts humming a melody) Oh jeez, I'm lstening to more stuff like that, and I'm 
‘why can't I remember the song? listening to old Police stuff right now. Im 
Are you talking about made it onto Once in a listening to Lenny Kravitz, the new Red Hot Chili 
Livetime or onto the video? Peppers, you know, that's where my head is at 
It's on the video. You know, the vocals go... right now. So, yeah, that's really where my head is 
[sings the tune without words] Oh God! Why at right now, and these are the bands that I'm 
can't [ remember the song? It's very U2-ish.  listening to. And even though, like, we have a 
Oh, I know exactly what you're talking about, magazine up here called Brave Words, Bloody 
because when I heard it I was thinking, “Damn, Knuckles, I don't know if you're aware of that but 
that sounds like you ripped it off from Bono.” I'm sure Jim is. Tim Anderson, who is the senior 
Not that you would rip anything off. editor of this magazine, he pretty well is an 
No, Bono ripped it off from us! He got into our advocate for death metal, speed metal and stuff 
heads before we thought of it and then he threw it like that. That's usually a lot of the stuff that 
onto The Joshua Tree, right? Ok, wait a minute, comes through his magazine, and he always puts 
T'm still thinking on the other thing, it's... [starts out a cd sampler of bands here or there, and so a 
singing — and you know it's a lot harder to lot of those bands are bands that you just 
transeribe lyrics than just the spoken word, let me mentioned to me, but I've never actually thrown 
tell you] “Fecling sick once again. T'd do those ods on. Just because, and it's no offense to 
anything to be back home, safe and warm inside. any of these bands, T'm sure they've got . I'm 

I can't stand the crowd, all the smell that sure some of their stuff is really good, but really 
[mumbles through a part] I'm in my own thing right and I'm listening to 

chastity. Take me back where I can see stuff that I think is really somehow, it's just 
The Way It Used To Be” That's the one! But important to me right now. 
anyways, there you go, I sang to you. Ok, now Let me throw one more band out at you. 

your there?_The Way It Used Symų what was phony X. 
To Be, I really dig that song. That almost made it Yeah, I've heard that. Yeah, it's cool, they're 
onto Falling Into Infinity and 1 wish it did. from New Jersey, are they not? 
Whatever, I guess we were starting to think Right. 
something else. So what was your question? I've heard some of their suff it's kinda cooll I's 
Just following that up a little, do you ever... I the guitar player [Michacl Romeo] and, he sings 
mean you say you wrote that back around does henot? 
Falling Into Infinity, when you're going into Actually they have a separate singer [Russell 
Scenes From a Memory do you ever go back Allen]. 
nd get that stuff and think, “Well, this could They do? Well, maybe it was just the guitar 
make it onto this new album.” Or do you just player I was focusing on. 
want to start fresh? 
Yeah, we just want to start fresh. Whatever has 
been written before we actually go in and start 
‘writing songs... Now, I mean, that doesn't mean, 
like, we do sound checks and sometimes we're 
fooling arotind with riff ideas and whatever when 
we're sound checking and usually we record, in 
fact I think we do, we record all of our sound 
check, so we're able to go back and listen to 
ideas and then take from that. We might think, 
“Well that was a very cool idea. Let's expand on 

don't think we, well I don't think, I Know we 
don't go back and take a song that was written a 
year or whether it be two or three years before 
‘When we go into do a new album and take that and 
throw it on there. Because you always have so 
‘many ideas going on at any given point, so if it's 
done then let's release it as a B-side and let's 
create some new music. 
Give me some comments on these bands if you 
have any knowledge of them, okay? Opeth? 
Who? O Pat? 
O-P-E-T-H, Opeth. 
O-P-E-T-H. Don't know. 
Boy, Jim's not going to like you on that one, 
that's his favorite band... from Sweden. 
Sweden, well, okay, well tell Jim that I'm sorry I 
couldn't satisfy him. Oh, wait, these are Jim's 
favorite bands? Oh, they're AMAZING! They're 
all amazing! 
"What about Cynic? 
Who? Cynic? Oh, I've heard of them. I don't 
know if this is the same band, but a couple of 

bands that are in there are very provoking 
and at least touching on this genre of music, 
progressive or... more technically able, whatever 
you want to call it Other mags, | mean I've done 
50 many interviews over the last two months that 
there just seem to be a lot of magazines out there 
who are at least wanting to interview us and shed 
some light on us. There's Album Network that's 
always been very supportive 0f Dream Theater, 
there’s Hit Parader that's been cool. There's 
Metal Edge, Paul Gargano has been exceptionally 
supportive 0f Dream Theater, we just met with 
him last week actually, for a big interview and a 
photo shoot and all that stuff, when we were down 
in New York, all of us together. We were 
rehearsing, because we start the next world tour 
November 8*. Aside from that I've just done a lot 
of interviews with people like yourself, with 
magazines or... well, what do you describe it as? 
It's a fanzine for metal music. 
Right, 've done a lot of them, and I think fanzines 
are very very important o bring in a lot of people 
who would generally not go out and spend five o 
six bucks on a big circulation magazine. They can 
get just as much information from a fanzine, 
because they're very informative and a lot of them 
are written well I guess I could just say tha, you 
know, look in those areas and sooner or later 
you'd see stuff on Dream Theater. Dream 
Thester, let's face it, is not your flavor of the 
month, 30 you're not going to see us in a lot of 

that music seriously, I can't. I mean we played 
Monsters of Rock last year, it was Megadeth, 
ourselves, oh God what was that other band? 
Was this the show in Brazil? 
Yes. Manowar was there and then there was 
another band, a big band. I just don't remember 
their name. Starts with an S. 
1 know the one in Italy, I think, 
Purple. 
No, we've toured with them, we're on the same 
management as they are. Savatage was on that 
show, but... it was another band, though, their 

stuffis like really kind of dark and evil like. The 
guitar player is bald with tatoos all over him, and 
then you got the big. 
Oh. God. Slayer. 
Slayer! Yeah, they were great. But Manowar was 
on the same bill and they went out, they were 
playing before us and I remember watching them 
and I was like, “Oh my God, what the hell is this? 
‘This is a flashback.™ 
Did they get over with the crowd: 
Oh yeah, the crowd ate them up. But anyway, to 
cach his own. 
Let me ask you one last thing, kind of going 
backwards. How did you feel in terms of 
‘working with Magna Carta versus WEA? 
Well, Magna Carta as an label has 
shown me incredible amounts of faith and belief. 
‘They put me as a priority on their label and I think 
they've been exceptional. I think they're great. I 

Deep 

your big big magazines like Spin and Rolling think the kind of music they support and that 
Stone. Forget about it. Those people probably they're behind totally, I think it's necessary to 
don't... well, they're aware of us, but they have labels like Magna Carta in existence because 
wouldn't give two shits to interview us. Not at they really do bring high quality music to a lot 0f 
this point anyways. If the next album goes people. They're showing to people that would 
through the roof and we were selling millions of otherwise not be doing something, or otherwise 
albums I guarantce you that we'd start getting not be getting recordings and it would just stay in 
calls from them, because now they'd know that 
their readers are going to be able to identify with 
us 
And of course then you'd have 
admiring your hair then. 
Yeah, well, hey, thank you Panteen! 
B) , if Dream Theater broke up and 
you could lead either Korn or Manowar, which 
‘one would you choose? 

re people 

the demo form. So, I think they're great and that's 
‘why I went with them because I've respected them 
as a label. Electra, Wamer Brothers, Atlantic, I 
‘mean you're talking about conglomerate, 1 mean 
you're talking about a huge huge company. To 
them, you know, they have a huge overhead. The 
artsts that they're going to sign, it's a completely 
different ballgame. They have a lot riding on each 
and every one of their artists, there's a lot of 
money being thrown into these people, and we're 
one of them. So you're playing in a bigger circus, 
you know? It's a bigger game, and you either 
Produce for them or you don't and they just move 
on. It's just a difference where a smaller label like 
Magna Carta can be more focused and more hands 
on with their artists because it's at a smaller, more 
personal level. At the bigger labels there's a lot 
‘more people working for the label and there is a 
lot more things going on and that have to be 

s0 it's more like you're in the big game 
at that point. You have to play both, you always 

that you'd like to say out to your fans? 
‘Well, just, really hope that you enjoy the new 
album, and we're looking forward to getting out 
and bringing it to as many people as we can in the 
live environment. Hope to see you there and I 
appreciate your loyalty and support. We'll see 



This new wave 0f European power metal is 
exciting to some, a dreadful bore to others. While 
‘many are waving the flag of ‘true metal' high and 
revel in the reign of Helloween's children (and 
make no mistake, Helloween and Gamma Ray 
completely rule the Earth!) others are pointing out 
this_trend is getting tired already. Whatever. 
While Manticora will surely be categorized as 
part of this trend, one listen 1o their debut full 
length Roots of Eternity on Greece’s Black Lotus 
Label will let you know that they have something 
different to offer. A darker vibe, for one thing, as 
this is not your happy double bass romp through 
the age of vikings, or the galaxy, or to slay the 
dragon. Influences taken from bands such as 
Nevermore and Candlemass help round out 
Manticora into a lean, mean, heavy metal 
machine. Look for it in your favorite mail order 
merchant’s catalog. Here's my chat with guitar 
player Kristian Larsen. 
How long has the new album been out in 
Europe? 
Roots of Eternity has been out about two months. 
You're on Black Lotus over there. Can you tell 
me a litle bit about them’ 
Black Lotus is a Greek label from Athens. lt's a 
new record label. They do mostly Greek bands. 
It's a new thing for foreign bands to be signed to 
Black Lotus. There is a French band and a Spanish 
band, and then us from Denmark. There are 10 to 
20 bands on that label, and most of them are 
Greek 
Are they more of a heavy metal label? 
Not pure heavy metal, they have some death metal 
and gothic metal. Those are more the Greek 
bands, the intemational bands have more of a 
power metal or heavy metal flavor. 
Are they doing  good job getting tI 
Europe, or just in Greece? 
They are doing a very good job. We are their top. 
priority on that label They're working their asses 
off for us down there. They've seen some kind of 
hope in us. They say we could save that label 
economically. That's a very good label, but it's 
new. The sales exploded in Athens when the first 
tape came to Athens with Roots 0f Eternity on it 
They were pretty surprised because there is a big 
difference between our EP and our new album. 
They were shocked. That's good news. 
Could you go into the history of the 
band? 
Me and Lars, formed the band in 1994 
with some ielevant persons called 
Fear Itself: We had hopes and dreams 
of getting famous with that band, but 
we had a split up. Our drummer 
wanted to play hardcore, our bass 
player wanted to play death metal, and 
our second guitarist at that time just 
wouldn't play anymore. We began 
contacting some musicians in the 
underground heavy metal scene in 
Denmark. First we found Mads, our 
new drummer, in May 1996. I don't 
know what happened in the rehearsal 
room but we just agreed suddenly that 
this was a power metal band We made 
our first track in the first two hours of 
our first rehearsall In July 1996 we 
found Rene on bass, and before that he 
played hard rock and cover stuff of th 
Red Hot Chili Peppers. He's a good 
bass player. We made our fint EP 
called Dead End Solution in 3 days 
over a weekend. We didn't have a lot 
of time and it was very expensive 
because it was a very expensive 
studio. It went very fast. The sound is 
very raw and there were a lot of 
mistakes made. Our statement of what 
we will do in the future was on that 
disc. That was the most important 
thing about that EP. That sold slow in 
Denmark in the beginning. But interest 

in this new band, called Manticore at that time, 
was growing A management company called 
Intromental Management called us and we made 
an agreement with them that they work for us for 
free at the beginning, and if we started making 
money then they started to get paid. That was 
cool. They worked their asses off. They still do. 
We signed up with our new guitarist Flemming in 
1996, and that's when we got our record deal 
Someone down in Athens heard the EP and was 
overwhelmed by it. So we signed to Black Lotus 
Records. Around this time we decided we needed 
a keyboard player for an added dimension in the 
music. We found a keyboard player in the Danish 
underground called Jeppe. We had little time to 
rehearse all the tracks for the album but we made 
it. I forgot one thing After our EP we had to 
change our name to Manticora because there was. 
2 German death metal band called Manticore. So 
they threatened us with a lawsuit and so on, s0 we 
changed our name. That was good in a way 
because that meant Germany was opening their 
eyes to our Manticore band. We had some pretty 
ood articles in music magazines and that's where 
this German Manticore woke up and leamed about 

It was your decision to play heavy metal early 
on then. 
In 1994 we all played thrash, that's our roots in 
music. Our drummer is very fond of Slayer, 
Metallica, and so on We all have this thrash metal 
background, very Americanized. Then suddenly a 
change came upon us and we wanted to play this 
powermetal sound. 
ANl these bands having records out, on one 
hand it is reaching oversaturation, and on the 
other hand they've all formed around 1993, 
1994, 1995, and are now getting their chances 
at everything they've worked for. And now 
they're considered trend musicians | just 
because their album comes out now. 
HammerFall is basically death metal musicians 
who made the band Is kind of fanny. 
HammerFall are just riding the wave, but they 
have done a very good. 
Now you've definitely made an excellent 
album, and you don’t sound like you fall in 
directly with all of the trends. Who were your 

fluences in creating this mus 

Other than the thrash bands, it's mostly American 
bands.Iced Earth, Nevermore. Savatage too, those 
are the kings for me. In the early days we all 
listened to Helloween and Iron Maiden and I 
guess we can't say we haven't been influenced by 
those bands because they are the real kings and 
that's where the roots are, the 19805 heavy metal 
scene. Are you familiar with a band called 
Warrior? 
Heard of them, never heard anything by them. 
They made a very good album Fighting For the 
Earth. But mostly it's German and British power 
metal that are our roots. But right now it's mostly 
American bands, because they understand 
something that many Europeans don't understand 
when it comes to production to CDs. There are a 
lot of German power metal bands with a lack of 
balls and I think it's disgusting. They just keep on 
with double bass drums, here we go, 1- 
verse chorus, and that's it We want to make 
something more, exploiting our dimensions that 
we have in our musicians with the new keyboard 
player and new guitarist. We want to make it 
unique. That's what we are hoping for. 
It's a good sign that you can't put the CD on 
and say you sound like any one band. You have 
your own sound. 
Good to hear! 
You seem to be a lot busier, even when you're 
not going full speed. There's a lot going on, and 
that's a good thing. 
That's what we want to do. We have a motto, it 
doesn't have to be difficult to play to sound good. 
Ithink a lot of bands exaggerate their progressive 
methods and it gets very hard to listen to. We 
could do progressive metal too and doing difficult 
to play stuff like Dream Theater, but as we said 
before it doesn't have to be difficult to play to 
sound good. We want to be complex if it really 
sounds good that way, but we're not complex just 
to be complex, and we're not raw power just to be 
raw power. We let it flow with our music. 
How do the songs get put together? 
In the beginning mostly I made the skeleton of the 
songs, most of the riffs. Me and Lars made the 
lyrics Now we are all in the music and you can 
hear that on the tracks of the next album. We all 
give our part. Roots of Etemity is old numbers and 
new tracks, with it being mostly me who has made 

the riffs. We are all giving our part in the music 

It seems there is something of a concept im 
the lyrics. 
Yes. We are all role players. We still do a lot of 
that when we get the time to do it. We have our 
inspriation in HP LovecraR and his Cthulu 
mythos. It's such a wonderful and complex 
world he's writing about. We love to make 
lyries about it. Lars has read four books, The 
Saga of theExiles by Julian May. We have 
tracks named Nowhereland and The Flood that 

are part I and part II of that. Parts III and IV will 
be on the next album. We read something in a 
book and we make a lyric. Or we'll see something 
on television that pisses us off and make a lyric 
out of that, but that was mostly for our EP Dead 
End Solution. A big fuck you finger! Pure 
violence in the lyrics on that We have a track 
called In Your Face for example. Now we are 
mostly dealing with books and myths and cools 
stuff we read and that we want to share with the 
world 
What games do you like playing? 
Mostly Call of Cthulu. Dungeons and Dragons, 
and I played a lot of Rifts. We lack the time to do 
it but we do when we can. 
1 notice people complain about ‘role playing 
heavy metal', but you KNOW these people 
grew up playing these games! I can't figure out 

-4, people who were so into it one day and then the 
mext think it's stupid. 
In the 805 when we had Iron Maiden I made my 
own stories about the lyrics in the role playing 
games. It was a rule, if you role played you had to 
listen to Iron Maiden or Helloween or something! 
I just made up some good stories about the big 
wizard and the Keeper of the Seven Keys. Jesus, 
T've got a lot of stories! <laughs> Now we're 
doing the same thing, making this universe. I think 
it's more interesting to have an adventure in the 
lyrics instead of blah blah blah I love you this, I 
Tove you there, and so on. There are three kinds of 
lyries. The in your face stuff I told you about 
before, which we came from American hardcore 
bands. Then there’s the pop music blah blah, and 
then there' the adventuring part. You have a free 
hand to blend love stories in adventures, that's 
more interesting than I Love You pop. 
What is the metal scene like there in Denmark? 
Oh it sucks, bigtime! I can't say that enough! We 
played a gig yesterday. It was our greatest gig in 
Denmark There were 200 people there That was 
cool, but usually we play for about 50 people. 
Those 50 people are always someone in the 
family, or friends. It sucks. The music scene in 
Denmark is MTV and nothing else. When m 
friends ask me what I listen to and I say I listen to 
a band called Nevermore they say "What? Don't 
you hear Britney Spears?' Shut the fuck up! 
That's the music_scene in Denmark By 



Spears and all that shit. About 2% of listeners in 
Denmark listen to heavy metal. 
Do you get touring bands coming through? 
Yeah, but now Denmark is closing all the gig 
places. That's more cool stuff, huh? Now we just 
have big sports hall. If Manticora wanted to play 
live in Copenhagen, we'd have to play in some 
place called I don’t even know how to spell it — 
ed] here. 3000 people can fit in there. It's a 
‘complex story. Dio, Manowar, and Motorhead are 
coming soon. 
Oh man! Manowar just toured the States, 
paired with Six Feet Under! But I cam 
sympathize with you as far as the scene. The 
last real touring metal band to come through 
was Nevermore. 
Oh, man! I've never seen Nevermore play live! I 
hunger to see them! They are the kings! They just 
played Germany at Wacken Open Air and I didn't 
have time to go therel Last year the whole band 
went to Wacken and we saw Blind Guardian, Iron 
Savior, Riot, I don't know if you know that band. 
Yeah, I have their last few albums, but I'm not 

familiar with their earlier stuff. 
We had big expectations of Blind Guardian, loed 
Earth, and Stratovarius. lced Earth just kicked ass. 
Blind Guardian disappointed a lot. The lead singer 
couldn't sing and it was really erap. Stratovarius 
were pretty cool. It was OK. Riot kicked ass. It 
was the greatest gig I had ever seen. I'm not really 
familiar with them, I just have 2 records by them, 
but I have to say it was the coolest gig I've ever 
seen. 
‘Which albums do you have? 
Privilege 0f Power and Thundersteel. The greatest 
ones! 
How do you feel now that you'll be getting at 
least a little exposure into the US market? 
We are looking forward to hearing what the 
Americans think sbout us. lt's a rare scene over 
there, power metal? 
Yeah. How old are the crowds for these touring 
bands that come through Denmark? 
It's basically the same guys who listened to Iron 
Maiden in the 80s who come to the concerts. 
There's no young ones. 
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1 notice that too. When Iron Maiden did their 
US tour a few months back, and Yngwie just 
did some dates, it's all people who listened to 
them in the 80s. There's nobody new! 
It's a few young people who come, a few new 
ones. I don't think the new generation is familiar 
with this kind of music because of the MTV 
influence. They don't know what it is when they 
hear it, they shut off their ears. It is a sad story. 
We want to reach out to the young ones. We're 
trying to really give out free CDs to the young 
people. Normally they think it's pretty cool. 
Yesterday with our gig with 200 people there were 
a lot of young people in the crowd. 
How old are you guys? 

'm 24, Lars is 26, Jeppe is 20, and our bass player 
is 27, and the drummer is 26. Flemming is 23. 
We're a pretty young band. 
I notice most of the young ones into the music 
have their own bands, but they're not reaching 
out to their own age group. 
That's a mistake. 
As far as over here in America, we 1 

Europe s 
some sort of 
heavy metal 

amusement 

festivals, and a 
lot of people 
really working 
for this kind of 
music. There's 

guys 
dropped out in 
the 90s. There 
was just an 
interview with 

Bruce 
Dickinson over 
here who said 
We're just 
going to be the 
bigaest heavy 
metal band in 
the — world" 
Maybe — that 
will open some 

CAREER 

scene  caught 
on over there? 
That's pretty 

think something that helped a lot was MTV's 
Headbangers Ball.  We need a heavy metal 
channel! I think that would be cool. People could 
choose! Today people are almost forced to hear 
pop music. When I'm at work I'm forced to listen 
to all the hits! Al day long. I don't have a choice. 
I could tum it off, but I don't think the others at 
work would agree. 
What do you do? 
T'm a laboratory worker. I do a lot of chemistry 
and biology. 
Not everyone who plays heavy metal is 
We have brains too! 
I like hearing that. I hate metal musicians who 
pump gas or something. It looks bad. But with 
a job like that, do you ever have problems 
taking time off when it's time to record or 
tour? 
T'm a very lucky person. My boss is an old heavy 
metal guy too. That's very cool. He saw us 
yesterday with his wife. As far as the others, I 
think they do get the time off they need. 
Usually, the better job you have, the harder it 
is to take time to promote the band. Which 
translates into the smarter the people in the 
band, the harder it is to actually i 

idiot! 

Eternity. 1t says you recorded some in 
Frebruary, some in March, some in April. 
We traveled to the western part of Denmark, about 
a 5 hour journey to get to the studio. We lined up. 
all our gear and made all the drum tracks, the 
guitars, bass, keyboards. It came down to Lars, 
our singer. And of course he became very ill. And 
he had to sing. We had to go back to the castem 
part of Denmark. Then the studio was occupied 
and we had to wait a month. Then we recorded all 
the lyrics. Then all the digital gear fucked up and 
we lost all our tapes. Typical. Our producer 
laughed at it He said "That is statistically 
impossible!” So we had to go home again and this 
digital machine had to be repaired in another part 
of Denmark and then we had to mix it again. The 
tracks that were destroyed were repaired when te 
‘machine was fixed so it wasn't a total disaster. 
This machine is worth $10,000. It just fucked up. 
That's the story behind that! Murphy's Law! 
Could you name § bands from Denmark that 
people should be aware of. 
Pretty Maids is a very good band. Wuthering 
Heights. Behind the Curtain is a new progressive 
metal band. King Diamond and Mercyful Fate 
were the biggest ones. 
What do you think is the pure absolute essence 
of heavy metal? 
The energy and the balls mixed with easy listening 
melodies. That's the biggest recipe for heavy 
metal. On our CD, sometimes you can hear a lot 
of aggression, and then later on in the same track 
you can hear that the story has changed. That's 
why I listened to heavy metal! One track can tell 
‘many stories. 
What's in the near future for Manticora? 
Our contract with Black Lotus is for one album 
more and we're already making new tracks for 
that. As for future concems, we don't know what 
will happen to Manitcora after this record deal. 
We've had all these great record reviews from 
zines all around but we can't predict the future. 
Right now it's just concentrating on our next 
album to make it an improvement over Roots 0f 
Eternity. 

big over here. Should people expect anything different next 
Tf someone time? 

EVEREVE asks me what I Not really. Just that the new keyboard dimension 
REGRET Jisten to, Tl should be greater. Right now the keyboards cnly 

say  heavy pop up ocassionally which is important. It makes 
metal. They'll good sense not to let the keyboards destroy 
say 'So do I everything But next time there will be more 
Tl ask what keyboards, hopefully the American agaressive 
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because Southem black metal. I have nothing against black you, not only with emotion, but also with material 
you need for survival. We try to dignify this theres more metal and I have nothing to deny our influences things 

competition which come across from a lot of black and death honor and privilege by working every day. When 
in the metal bands, especially on the new record. We we go live we are well prepared. We are not doing 
market, and always tried to separate, and if you read inside the this band as a joke. It is a very serious thing. I 
we  deliver Under the Moonspell bookle, its about being dont know any musician, from the underground to 

different within the dark metal scene. Lots of the mainstream, that started without even the emotions 
Moonspell is back! After 2 excellent albums, they that people maybe are not searching for nowadays. different kinds of approach. It was maybe a late remote wish of living off of it laid a big old egg for SinPecado. Wolfheart and lts going OK in countries like Portugal and reaction on the scene. When the Norwegian boom At what point did you start living off the Irreligious had been staples 0f gothic metal and it France especially, and markets that we get came in Europe, it seems they were discovering music? seemed they'd gone down the tubes with stronger in are the UK, Scandinavia, Benelux, etc. something Of course s a music that has a proper A litl bit ater the Type O Negative tour, so right electronica and mainstream sounds. Not so. I was The slower countries are the ones that mainly and private style but for Moonspell we always Jortunate 10 be able 10 talk 10 Fernando Ribeiro of listen to more traditional forms of metal such as tried to be rebellious against this uniform thing. 1t Moonspell to discuss their new epic, The Butterfly Germany and ltaly. The album is not an depresses me to see Portugese black metal bands Effect, out now on Century Media. immediate type of music. I hope people will trying to be and copying everything from cultural How are things over there in Portugal? discover The Butterfly Effect. Our pre-sales were forms and music and image from Norwegian Pretty cool. There's a Paradise Lost show in the not the best from all the albums in Europe. I just bands. It's weird because we donit have anything city. Tm going there to meet the guys. Its been think people will need a lttle bit more time and to do with that kind of culture or approach rainy. more criticism around metal for people to enjoy Moonspell always tries to deny whatever When do you guys start the tour over here? the new Moonspell album. conditions show up, even from bands that showed 1 think the first show is on the Sth of November. I'm one of these people who loved the new up after us. People related for a lot of different "The Texas Metalfest. Moonspell album. At the same time, I'm really reasons, sometimes not for musical reasons. And then you're out with In Flames for a time. into a lot of the power metal out of Germany Moonspell tried to separate themselves from black Just the cast coast, then to Mexico City, and 2 and Italy. I like both sides. I get worried when metal because I do not relate to what black metal dates in Canada, all in a period of 20 days. people are stuck in one kind of metal. is today, like Dimmu Borgir or whatever. I donit This will be your first time in the US, right?  Fortunately, not everyone is like this. Moonspell think Moonspell has anything to do with that, or Yes. We've been to Mexico before, and also to has a very strong and solid basis of fans that ever has, thats why we stepped back from that South America. We never had the chance, we probably don't come from this metal side. scene. If we called ourselves black metal we'd be were offered some support slots for Morbid Angel People that lsten to HammerFall and Helloween I related into that kind of stuff that as individuals and London After Midnight, but it always clashed don't know why they're into Moonspell in the first we do not relate to. It would be really false. I do ‘with tours we were doing in Europe. But now the place. We never did that kind of music. The prefer the label dark metal because I think thats need to expand the band is stronger than ever biggest vibe in Europe is kind of an inquisition exactly what Moonspell does, especially albums because Europe is really complicated nowadays inside metal. Im not overreacting because | see like Ieligious and The Butterfly Effect. with a saturation with this kind of music. Its guite covers of magazines with Paradise Lost calling T'd first gotten into Moonspell with Wolfheart, cool that we have the chance to play for fresh them traitors. Is a lttle too much. from a feature in Metal Maniacs. The feature blood. Itsreally exciting for Moonspell On the cover? hyping you up was really good, and it sounding I find it strange that there's a lot of bands who Yeah I donit remember which magazine. I think like something I'd really like. The imagery was will hit South America and Mexico and not from ltaly. I think its a little too much because cool, everybody with the swords drawn come into the US. this is a kind of music which doesnt have a forming the pattern. To some degree image Its quite tricky for a European tour to be formula or a definition because Black Sabbath, the does count and it seems over the past couple of organized in the US, especially if youre not originators, were very different from Helloween years you don't have an image like that. British. It quite difficult to get the word spread. and what all these bands are feeding off of These People that are familiar with Moonspell know we From South America, and even the US, Moonspell bands are needed because if there's an audience always try to inscribe our albums with production always got a lot of underground response for them some of them have a good value. Ifs not in a certain context and a certain e. For email and letters. South America was a litle bit the kind of music I listen to or I like, I never liked both Under the Moonspell and Wolfheart, people easier because you only play big shows. They take Helloween so I don't like the new generation, but reacted very strong to this, and we can only be bands there and fans are really supportive and lots they promote it in a way that tries to alienate the happy for that. 4 years after Wolfheart and 5 years of people there listen to this music. We were other side. Anybody who thinks fresh and balance, after Under the Moonspell, we are really waiting through 2 years of cancellations and we don't need only Rhapsody and HammerFall but collecting the fuits of that image orientated for getting fights booked and unbooked to get to also Moonspell and Katatonia. But not anybody marking temitory. It was not a coincidence that the South America. When we concentrated together thinks like this. It would be a sad metal scene if record was named Under the Moonspell, or that with our agency and our management really to go everybody was uniform. We hope that the more our first album was named Wolfheart. There is a do something in the States we were able 1o power metal, I find that a strange definition, the strong need for marking territory, and once wed organize something more solid. Its difficult to more heavy metal orientated people could have done so it would be redundant for us to try to break into the States even though we have national the same respect for these bands the way they do mark the territory again. We tried to go for a new distribution. Playing is a litle more tricky. The to the more heavy metal orientated music, which perspective inside of us. And we also toured a lot first time is always the most difficult time and we is just giving the people what they want. Which is and I think its the best life lesson. Ever since we hope to come back before the summer. not ly a negative thing, but on the other did Morbid God we always tried to have a vehicle Is it going to be you or In Flames headlining? hand don' alienate people that are trying to have a for our emotions, which is what Moonspel stands It's a co-headlining tour. We'l play first, then In more spiritual risk and investment in the music. for. I think The Buterfly Effect was a response to Flames. We don't mind. We have the same But Im going to the Paradise Lost gig in Lisbon. I an image and I think that was shocking for people. conditions and the same time. Its always a have a relationship with the band. I like what they We cant understand that because we plagued by challenge for us and when we play first there's do. In Germany they call it Depeche Metal. Thats that Irreligious image and people were calling us always the extra kick because I believe in healthy really strange. Maybe their new album is not gods and we were rebom whatever. We tried to ‘competition between the bands. guitar oriented but I think they were completely get away from that, maybe not musicwise but with 1 think it's a cool setup because Moonspell and crucified with One Second. I bought that album 

In Flames are different kinds 0f bands. 

In Flames, they rule live. I saw them in Germany Heavy kinds of music has always been an outlet negative because you don't evolve, you don't grow ‘with Dark Tranquillty, Arch Enemy, and Children for artistic freedom. Bands like Celtic Frost, up. I think this is a belonging from the metal scene 

the best options we'll find for the States. 
The album's been 
haven't seen ar 

when we started preparing Sin. We did a lot of 
tours, and when we opened for Type O Negative it 
was really profitable, it did a lot to sell rreligious 
records. We had a better organization within the 
band as well. We split with our bass player Ares 
‘who was taking a lot of money from the band. It 
‘was the beginning of 97 
That's very cool. Almost everybody I talk to is 
mot able to make a living off their music. 
‘You donit talk to a lot of bands in Portugal! Its 
very different. All the basie needs in Portugal like 
rent and food is below European levels. We have a 
smaller economy and when we go abroad we 
always get foreign currency for show fees and 
royalties. I'm proud of the organization we have in 
Moonspell because wefre not rich, we donit have 
limos or swimming pools and all that stuff, but we. 
have at least an spartment, a car, and enough stufl 
It keeps you down to Earth. Its good and ifs still 
down to Earth because you still have to work hard, 
not to make a profit, but to get what you deserve 
from your hard work. 
That last bit of ancient history for you I think I 
want to go into, the lyrics on the first two 
albums were a lot more theatrical in 
presentation. It seems to be less s0 now, it's 
more personal. 
Its a different approach, different stories are told 
In the beginning I was never addicted to fantasy or 
role playing. But I connected with theater, my 
girlfriend is an actress and I have some small 
‘experience with theater because I put on two little 
plays on stage. Always learing 1 like when art is 
interactive, becausé you can leam a ot from other 
kinds of approaches to art, be it theater or 
lterature. People sometimes think this is 
ridiculous. Its definitely has something in 
common with music. What we tried with 
Moonspell, with bad and good results as with any 
other band, was to have always a subliminal 
visuality in our music. Throughout the years we 
Ieam different processes not to be as obvious as 
we were on Wolfheart or Under the Moonspell. 
But this vibe is always present It is one of the 
essential things in Moonspell. 
something that draws people into listening to the 
music of Moonspell or going to the shows it is the 

especi 
that Moonspell was a big part of, and was one of 
the representative bands of as far as people told 

bands mission and necessity of bringing different things because many bands are doing this with wolves, 
therefore the people that listen etc. In Moonspell we were very prepared with 

territory and the visuality. Tt was always marking nowadays, as [ told you earler, there’s a lot 0f States, ihis prejudice is not really out there. People Are you guys making a living off of the music a goal with the band. With age you do things from 

book, its all the cliches there and people relate to the trend stops what will people turn to? 
these. Bands that try to be more 

important to Moonspell. Its respect for  there that you are black metal. 

better ahd more subtle and even more difficult for 

nged practces 
have been positive. It's an album that brought at the Under the Moonspell booklet, it says in rehearses every day, and we work a lot. We are country where it is very difficult to have contact 

always i our musical creation. Saleswise its going slower 
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the stuff we did on shows, even though it was as the general reaction to Sin was definitely an 
genuine, it crossed the line. The folk sections of inspiration for the record. Sin came at a time 

I dont think its where people were not connected to this kind of 
sidiculous, I dont think its sublime. It's in a metal music. It was not only Sin, it was also 
limbo. When we do albums we are not trying to Paradise Lost's One Second, it was A Deeper Kind 
‘avoid being ridiculous. We played this alternative of Slumber by Tiamat, it was a lot of records that 
festival in Spain and there was lots of rock bands were outcast. Maybe when we tour Europe people 
and we were the only metal band that had the will rediscover Sin and get into it with a different 
more dramatic approach. Al these people with set of ears. Its quite complicated to explain but all 
their altemative approach was really pissing us off the stuff we experienced was important. 
and I said fuck altemative music and then we Daemonarch was a-very strong experience for me. 
ended up getting the best reviews in the In Europe it was seen a litle bit as trying to profit 
newspapers! We didn't want to prove to these on the black metal trend, although I don't think it 
people that metal was not ridiculous, but we did had anything to do with that. It was a way stronger 
want to give them sor stronger that doesn. album than a lot of the black metal records at that 
have to go into this limbo. Today its a question of time..lt was cool to prove myself and to some 
opinion but everybody has the tendency to avoid people that we can still do music to get things out 
the cheesy. of our sysem On The Butterfly Effect this 
Here in the US the metal scene is 30 small, and philosophy is all over the album. Thats why 
we hear all sorts of stories about how metal is people are relating so much to this one. 
30 big in Europe and it's side by side with all I definitely noticed it's not just you going back 
the other music in terms of popularity. Is that and doing old stuff. There is a lot of Sin Pecado 
an accurate point of view, especially in in this new record. It's just integrated better 
Portugal into the kind of stuff I like. 
In Portugal the metal scene is an outcast In I dont want to sound big headed but we came 
Portugal Moonspell is what youd call a medium across with a good combination of the two sides 
big band. Our last album was top 10 and all that of Moonspell. Without sounding like we just 
stop. Were the only band from Portugal thats wanted to please the old fans. Nobody does music 
breaking  through _intemationally.  Metal in to piss off their fans. People don' make records 
Germany is very big, it charts a lot. Iced Earth and say 'Let' get people to stop listening to us! 
charted very high, and HammerFall and Grave Thats definitely absurd! If any fan thinks this you 
Digger. The more avantgarde kind of metal is big need to give that a second thought. We donit want 
in Germany but its hard to pin down because to piss people off, but we want to represent 
Germany is such a powerful thing and a powerful ourselves as well. Sometimes you have to measure 
market. Everything charts from Atrocity up to the values of these two things. I can understand if 
Grave Digger, or Moonspell and Paradise Lost. someone doesnit like a record I cant understand 
From our experience playing all these different when someone feels offended by a record. That's a 
types of festivals there's no one music that has litle over the top. I didn't like Iron Maiden with 
fans with the dedication that metal people have. Blaze Bailey, but I didnt get offended! Its very 
Thats definitely very strong, and in Europe it good to take music seriously. I don' think metal is 
allows bands to break barriers that could never be entertainment. Not the kind of metal that 
imagined 5 years ago. Its not a case of popularity, Moonspell performs. But I think a little bit of a 
or marketing, or sales, its a case of people into clear mind in hand is needed to appreciate our 
metal are strongly believing They're living their music. 
music, not just lstening to it Thats a big I see what you're saying. It's that fine line. 
advantage of metal. It makes metal strong. even Because this isn't music written for mass 

market, it is more emotional. People do take it 
seriously. If a band has what someone 
considers a perfect sound on a record and then 
the next one is something completely different, 

‘you brought back things like the growled they go nuts. That's happened to me quite a few 
vocals and strong guitar leads and things like times. 

me as well. But I never go to lengths to think 
band wants to piss me offl With Irreligious, it 

forgot." I 
American perspective or how that was seen in 
Europe or if people saying that caused you to 
bring that influence back into Moonspell SinPecado to calm this down. For people to 
Not the comments themselves. But the project for understand Moonspell was not the perfect band, 
me personally had the bridge between Sin and The that Ireligious was no the groundbreaking record 
Butterfly Effect. Some people didnt like Sin that everybody 
because music is all about emotions and some had some of the best moments of Moonspell like 
Peoplpdont relate to the emotions. Sin was maybe Mephisto, or Full Moon Madness, on Wolfheart 
ot the right timing to do this kind of album. We people had to discover the album. When it was 
canit be concemed with that. When are composing first released it wasn' selling at all anywhere in 
it is just ourselves and our ghosts in a garage. Europe. When we opened for Morbid Angel 
There's no guidelines that we have to please the people discovered the power of it live. Then it 
audience. We dont know what they want. Its started getting hot and it became the biggest 
unprediciable in Europe what they really want selling debut album ever from Century Media. Its 
From music. Sin was a very important album for quite strange music. Its definitely personal, its 
Moonspell. It was a test for Moonspell and it was definitely cmotional. As with any personal or 
a test for the audience as well. It allowed us to see emotional thing, sometimes it's not very constant 
a lot of our melodic capacity as songwriters. It Its in perpetual mutation. People have to have 
allowed us to see how elastio can our audience be. special attention to that. The best thing thing about 
It has some of the best songs Moonspell ever giving interviews is not to tell boring stories, or 
composed such as Second Skin or Hanged Man, give biographies about the band, but to see the 
or Mute, We felt incomplete, definitely, with Sin other side, that it is not the way people think. Just 

that was the ugly because we did Sin, or The Butterfly Effect, does 
side of music. Daemonarch brought this to a very not mean we deny our past Sometimes Im 
deep level for me and for Moonspell. When we approached by Moonspell fans and they ask me 
were composing The Buterly Effect we can quote "Where are your roots? I think the roots are just a. 

as an influence. I leamed a lesson. A. stage. If you want to be botanic, you have to look 
very personal message that allows us to bring the up from the roots to the body of the tree, to the 
ugly and aggressive side of music back into The fuits of the tree. Its a whole, its not something 
Butterfly Effect Its not an album completely back partal. People forget about this. There’s this roots 
to the roots. Its an album which has two very obsession in metal. Sometimes it's not the most 
important things. The sctuality, which is very important, or not the only thing that exist 
important to us, and also the cssential sounds of For the publicity for The Butterfly Effect, the 

L If the goal for SinPecado was label's been playing wp . the scientific 
innovation, the goal for The Butterfly Effect was terminology. Is that anything that was a 
for people to put the record on the CD player and conscious decision to concentrate on for you 
say This is Moonspell” It was exactly our main when naming it? 
and sole mission. Not only Dacmonarch, but also Wefre not atall connected with the publicity. They 
= lot of the personal things we discovered as well do ask for suggestions because fortunately 

it was. Even though we undergr 

Century Media is a label that respects very much 
the artistic side 0f the bands and they dont want to 
piss off bands by doing something that doesnit 
represent the bands. Of couse The Butterfly 
Effect is a scientific theory that is a branch of the 
Chaos Theory which is the most interesting and 
fascinating kind of science that is being studied. 
Not only in meterology, but in physics, applied 
‘mathematics, even statistics. But of course its not 
an album about science, or as Metal Hammer in 
the UK puts it ifs not an album about the 
weather! We don' have the scientific knowledge 
to write about this. Even though it's an interesting 
topic, is not as abstract, not as poetic as what 
we'd like to put into our music. Of course I am 
fascinated by The Butterfly Effect story behind 
the scientific approach. In Moonspell it means 
something completely different. The Butterfly 
Effect, the meteorologist that came up with this, 
besides the scientific conquests, has _the 
importance of undelining the importance of the 
insignificant, the small, and the random when 
influencing the absolute, the big, the  radical 
changes. When you put this against the individual 
human background, it is fascinating to see that 
your entire life can be seen as a Butterfly Effect. 
We have the tendency on the absolute and on the 
big, our lives are much more concentrated and 
much more interesting when we think about the 
small, the insignificant, and the random. That's 
exactly what we're rying to say with The Butterfly 
Effect. We don't want to teach people science. We 
want to represent something we think is a life 
principle. When people like to know about this 
stuff, ifs good to have a general guideline that 
people can relate to. Its not an album about 
weather, its an album about life. 
1t was a new production team and new studio 
for you guys. 
Yes. We stopped using Waldemar and 
Woodhouse Studios, we wanted to break the 
routine. We used Andy Reilly, a Britsh producer, 
and we recorded the album at Trident II studios in 
London. 
How was that different than what you were 
used t0? 
It was very different. In Germany we were used to 
elinical, 8 to 5 kind of work. It was really like a 
job. In London everything was different. It was . 
really chaotic sometimes. Everything was 
recorded at night, and there was an expermental 
vibe. The necessity of pleasing the band and 
expressing through the sound was a priority of 
‘Andy Reilly and the studio. It was different for the 
better. When pecple listen to the album theyll find 
out it has a more powerful sound. 
Andy Reilly has worked with Bruce Dickinson 
and UFO. Worlds apart from what you do. 

roar? 
He's definitely not familiar with this kind of 

ound band. We had the chance to bring 
him to Portugal, and send him a demo. Metal can 
be separated as a kind of music, but its really 
rock. Really extreme rock. It comes from rock 
music, so productionwise and feelingwise it was a 
real rocker. That was quite important, we wanied 
to clash this with the more brutal part of 
Moonspell. The most extreme band he'd worked 
with involved an engineering job for Cradle 0f 
Filth Quite difficult and different from 
Moonspell. Also hes worked with glam pop 
bands like Choir Boys and Asia. What's really 
important is that he did an excellent job and we 
could see it when we were recording | was not 
shocked, and he even took the band to some 
extremes that we did not come up with 
ourselves. He was so excited in doing this new 
kind of music for him that he was more over the 
top than Moonspell sometimes! 
You just mentioned Cradle of Filth. On your [} 
early albums in the liner notes you mention 
each other. What was the relationship there? 

Its strange. We got in contact with Cradle of 
Filth in 93. The band was quite different at that 
time. It was a different lineup from Principle of 
Evil Made Flesh. They were in our places, 
eating from our food and all this stuff. The first 
time we went to London it was strange because 
the band was only Dani and Nicholas. We were 
expecting more from them, like what we did for 
Cradle of Filth in Portugal. The bands separated 
directions, but we had a chance to play with 
Cradie of Filth in Straussburg, and we still talk 
with each other. There was a lot of gossip 

between Moonspell and Cradle of Filth from our 
old bass player who had a habit of talking shit 
about people. In a way I'm not a fan of what 
Cradle of Filth are doing now. But it is a band 
with style and I admire them because for the black 
metal they are one of the best bands live. It's hard 
for black metal bands to be good live. There's 
Emperor, Marduk, Cradle of Filth, and thats 
almost it Its kind of a good relationship. Some of 
‘members respect us, some don't. We donit 

have much contact but we have very good 
‘memories from Cradle of Filth and I bet they have 
very good memories from Moonspell as well. 
Sometimes memories are not enough but I think 
we are on a decent enough relationship with them. 
‘Wil there be another Daemonarch albus 
Not in the near future because The Butterfly Effect 
is taking a lot of my time and energy and we're 
going to tour a lot What I will do with 
Daemonarch will be not musical. I'm trying to 
construct before the end of the year an internet site 
that can be a forum for people that are into artistic, 
philosophical, or even academic Satanism and 
oceultism. I'm involved in this stuff and I think it 
is 50 badly represented by nowadays generation of 
black metal that if I can do a littl bit in order to 
approach the people with different perspectives. 
into this it will be a great thing for me and an 
interesting project. We'll see what my time allows 

members  were in 

The only active participation in Daemonarch 
besides myself was from Pedro (Paixao, 
Keyboards) who helped me out to compose the 
stuff and produce the record itself. 
As a vocalist, how much musical input do you 
have in Moonspell? 
1 dontt have such a musical influence as I do on 
the aesthetics and the lyrics. I'm a very ignorant 
person when it comes to music, and I think 
technique is very important. On the other hand 'm 
‘more of the instinct and feeling. I compose 9994 of 
the vocal lines. 
1 wanted to let you know that of everything I 
listen to in power metal and Yngwie Mal 
that I listen to. 
I love Yngwie Malmsteen! Rising Force is killer! 

don't think I've ever heard  guitar solo as 
majestic as that one in Wolfshade off of 
Wolfheart. It's so moving even after all this 
time and it's not even going all over the place. 
Thats a good compliment. | agree because it's a 
solo that's not virtuoso, but it has lots of feeling. 1f 
you like these solos youll like the solos from 
Quorthon in Bathory. He made these scales that 
we used, also in Full Moon Madness, in Tired, it 
gives you the creeps, definitely! 
That's actually my favorite part of that 
Wolfheart album. You were talking earlier 
about the litle things being important, I' 
always getting the fecling that people into 
album are missing that one part because that 



In LotFP #2 Tan a short feature on Nightwish. Children of Bodom and Sonata Arctica, just to *emotion' 

Who would you say your keyboard inspirations 
are? Hell, the only notable names that stand 
out on their own that I can think of in this 
music are Jens Johansson and Vitalij Kuprij 
(sorry Adina, ha ha!). 
Jens Johansson is a great one, Vangelis (because 
of his original sounds, he's a genius!), and Kitaro 
(because of the feeling). 
What do you think of solo keyboard players 
like Mortiis and Varg (cough cough moron 
cough cough) Vikernes who rely more on 

d 'atmosphere' rather than real 
Usually that would be enough. Well, one year mention a few. All this might have just a tad of playing ability? 
after first hearing _thei 
Oceanborn (on Spinefarm Records) and having it 
still be a frequent resident in my CD player, I 
have decided that the one piddly feature was not 
enough. Nightwish just isn't catching on, and 
that's WRONG. Heavy metal the Finnish way, 
with lead keyboards, a GODDESS on vocals, and 
songs so strong they don't leave you. I had 1o 
present the definitive Nightwish feature, so I sent 
keyboard player/mastermind Tuomas Holopainen 
an 80 question interview. He wasn't exactly as in 
depth as I would have liked all the time, but 
nobody has put together as complete an article 
with as much Nightwish information as what 
you're about to read. |f bands such as Amorphis, 
Stratovarius, the Gathering, or ANYTHING heavy, 
melodic, and uplifting causes you any excitement 

definitely get excited about! 
Your music and especially the lyrics are 
definitely not the norm for the scene, so I'm 
going to assume there's somethir 
personal in the material. So here are some 
personal questions! Let's go back to the 
beginning. No, I mean the VERY beginning! 
When and where were you born? 
Twas bom on Christmas day in 1976 in a small 
town, where I still live. 
Did you grow up in a more urban or rural 
area? 
I grew up in the rural area, on an old fam 
actually, even though we didn’t have any cattle. I 
felt like living in the middle of nowhere in the 
woods, but this fit me just fine. I'm still living in 

at all, you need to hear Nightwish. Period, end of the country and I love it. I never could imagine 
story. This is one of the better bands out there 
mow, so read why that is 
"allo again! All I can think of to say to beg 
with is congratulations and thank you for the 
Oceanborn album. A lot of albums that are 
great at first fades. Very few actually stick with 
the listener over the course of a year and get 
played a lot the whole time! What have been 
your favorite albums this yea 
otherwise’ 
Of my favorite albums this year I could mention 
Luca Turill's King of the Nordic Twilight, 
Freedom Call's Stairway to Fairyland, Amorphis' 
Tuonela and the soundtrack of Mulan. 
The first order of business has to be your 
situation within the US. Have you gained a 
licensing deal for the US yet? If not, is any in 
the works? 
No we haven't, yet. Ther has been lots of 
interested labels, though, and Oceanborn will be 
officially released in the States in the beginning of 
2000, 
How much of a response have you gotten from 
the US? Lots of fan mail? 
Very litile, actually. I've received a couple of 
Tetters and there have been some comments on our 
internet homepage but that's about i 
Do you find that in dealing with the press that 
different countries have different lines of 
questioning? If so, how? 
Well, Americans tend to make long interviews 
Seriously, not that much, it depends more of the 
one who is questioning rather than which country 
is he or she from. 

the single most frequent andlor 
moying question you get asked 
guess it's our biography, which is a natural 

question, of course, but has such a long answer 
it’s annoying o go it over and over again. I did 
something like 150 interviews this spring and 
almost all of them wanted our biography... Also, 
T'm sick and tired of answering whether or not the 
song The Carpenter is about Jesus Christ! 
And what is the answer to that question? 

fanzines, to feature bands from the same 
country as the magazine more frequently, more. 
in depih, and more favorably. You've certainly 
had your space in Suomi Finland Perkele (even 
the English edition!). Would you think this 
more conscious decision to try to strengthen 
the 'home town' bands, or a more unconscious 
"we're better than everyone else' type 0f thing? 
It also depends, naturally, but I think most of this 
has to do with the fact that magazines want to give 
their best support for the bands of their home 
country. I think it's their right, even duty. And 
there’s nothing wrong with that. 
Do you personally tend to get more excited over 
Finnish bands than others? (Hell, *I* get more 
excited over Finnish bands than others...) 
Pretty much sol I honestly think that the Finnish 
metal scene is top class and we have some 
awesome bands like Amorphis, Stratovarius, 

myself living in a big city. 
1 know musical education opportunities are 
more plentiful in most Europian countries than 
in the US. Is that the case in Finland as well? 
I suppose we have good chances of musical 
education. Every city has its own music schools 
and there are many conservatories all aroun 
Finland. Only one university level, though, 
Sibelius Academy. 
How early did you become involved in music? 
What was your first instrument? 
My first instrument was the piano, which I started 
playing at the age of seven. A year after that I 
Joined the music school and the clarinet became 
my main instrument. I also attended theory 
classes, went 10 a classical orchestra, a jazz band 
and kept piano as my 2" instrument 
What was the first album you bought? First 
metal album? What was the first band you 
REALLY became a fan of and why? 
‘The first album I bought was an Ip of a Finnish 
rock band First metal album, I think was Kiss 
Asylum. However, it was Metallica in 1992 who 
changed my life to metal. I was a big fan of them. 
I went to their concert in Kansas City while I was 
there as an excange student and afler that 1 was 
completely hooked. 
When did you decide you really wanted to start 
‘making music? 
After have been playing two years in a metal band 
I decided I wanted to do something on my own. I 
realized that songwriting was the thing for me. 
A lot of musicians in the US have really 
interesting stories about how their families 
reacted to their musical ambitions. They're 
mostly interesting HORROR stories, ow. 
was your family as far as being supportive 
about music? What do they think of Nightwish 
now that it has become 'famous'? 
Our parents have been very supportive all this 
time. No horror stories here, sory. 
By your lyrics you're definitely something of a 
romantic and just a big ol' softie at heart. (How 
un-metal of you, Tuomas! I bet you even crack 
a smile now and again during rehearsals, b 

) So let's see if I can get away with asking 
these questions.. how old were you when you 
had your first crush? 
What the hell. ? Ok, but you can't be serious. 
not old enough. 
What was it about the person that attracted 
you? 
Beauty. 
How old you were you when you had your first 
date? 
16. 
How did it go? 
Pretty good. 
What o 
first kiss? 
Wet. 
Was your first romp in the sack the utter 
disaster it was for me and just about everyone I 
Know? 
Can't remember. 

word would you use to describe your 

sophomore  effort patriotic sense in it but still, we have a scene to I think all music should be based on emotions and 
atmosphere, that's what music's about. I'm not 
really into these solo key players but I have 
respect for them. 
Any thoughts of dressing up in bat wings 
fake ears and nose and releasing solo albums 
Ifit's something that feels right to do, just do it I 
don't mind 
Tell us what was going on in your life around 
the time you started up Nightwish. 

I had just quit in the obligatory military and I was 
still playing in two other metal bands. Nothing 
‘worth mentioning was going on. 
1 understand Nightwish was originally 
acoustic project? How does a synth fit in such a 
concept? 
Just great What we did was ‘mood musie' and 
synth fit into those moods perfectly. Why not? 
Tunderstand you have no intention of releasing 

ything from the acoustic period of the band. 
Obviously you must not think they're any good, 
but don't you think that would be an 
irresponsible decision when you have a growing 
fanbase that is interested in all aspects of the 
band? 
Well, all that's left of that period are three 
(nostalgic, I must admit) songs. And I have no 
idea where the original tapes are so let the songs 
RIP 
When did Tarja become involved? Early on in 
this acoustic stage or was it later on after you' 
become a metal band? How did the idea come 
about for the more operatic vocal style? It 
doesn't sound at all like you just put an ad in 
the music paper and it just so happens this 

ger answered it.. let's face it, this 
kind of actual quality singing is VERY rare 

somewhat over-the-top in this music. 
Tarja joined the band for she wanted to try 
something different to what she had done before 
(pop, soul, spiritual music...) She was a member 
already im the acoustic period. She will be an 
opera singer one day, for at the moment she's 
studying classical singing in Sibelius Academy, 
which is a university-level music school in 
Finland. She will specialize in opera from. the 
beginning of the next semester. She's very 
professional as far as her use of voice is 
concemed. Before a live concert she takes two. 
hours to 'open the voice.' It's always fun to Jisten 
to her singing these funny chords 
and lalalalaaas in a hotel room! The same goes for 
studiowork 
Before 1 ask about you becoming a melodic 
metal band, I'd like some perspective of the 
scene at the time. Popular myth is that when 
HammerFall's first album was released, more 
traditional metal was stone cold dead, and they 
awakened everything, When you first decided 
to go with the electric guitars and everything, 
when was that in relation to the release of 
HammerFall? How alive or dead was melodic 
metal in Finland at that time? 
We had never even heard of Hammerfall when we 
tumed to metal. It wasn't such a concious decision 
that "Jet's do melodic metall’ We merely started 
writing new songs and this is what was bom. As 
simple as that. 
When did you first release Angels Fall First? Is 
it true there were songs on there that are not on 
the Spinefarm version of the album? Why were 
those left off? Will we ever get to hear them? 
It was released in November '97. The demo 
Version of it contains two songs that are not on the 
actual Angels Fall First album. (500 copies 
limited edition) Again, RIP. 
e Saan 
10 be a demo to attract label interest, or as a. 
self release to be sold in its own right? 
It was supposed to be a (long) demo that we did 

just for the fun of it and maybe attract some 
Iabels. However, it tumed out to be something we 
had never expected. 

How did you get such a strong production 
recording those songs yourself? 
Our friend recorded it in his studio and this guy is 
a wizard and a pefectionist so that's why. 
When did Spinefarm get in touch with you 
about a record deal? Was there any other label 
interest? 
It was right after the recording, during the tour of 
my other band, Nattvindens Grét. We didn't even 
send that demo to anyone else, Spinefarm giving 
us such a nice deal. 
So why is Ewo known as 'The Man'? 
Because he is. 
How did you fi 
hit the charts? What were you di 
‘was your reactio 
I was in my room when this guy from the radio 
called me and said if he could do an interview 
because our album had hit the charts. I was 
shocked, and veeeeery excited about this. It felt 
great! 
In my opinion the songr recorded after your 
signing are noticeably better, as a gro 
the ones recorded before. Were you mny 
advancing as a composer so guiekly that 4 
months made that much difference, or was it a 
matter of hearing the first batch recorded and 
learning quickly what needs to be concentrated 
on in your musie? 
I guess I m a fast leamer. . I hated the mistakes we 
had done and I didn't want to repeat them. Also, 
our ambition had grown a great deal so we a kind 
of wanted to 'show ofl" 
The cover on Angels Fall Firs 
relate to the title or the material 
A beautiful photograph, calm but strong as the 
music on AFF. 
As is usual for your genre, your opening track 
Elvenpath is a speedy one, and delivers 

e band is really about in four and 
tes. However, it is the lyries that 

greatest response out of me perhaps 
of everything you've ever done, so I have m 
bunch of guestions inspired by this one alone. 
First, the theme mirrors that of Blind 
Guardian's song Imaginations From The Other 
Side, yet really innoce 
have you been into fantasy“ 
All my life, and even longer, I think. Fantasy in all 
of its forms is such a huge part of my everyday 
life 
You 

out that your first album had 
? What 

How does it 

ake a LOT of references throughout 
both albums to people and places in the lyries. 
From mentioning Carter in Tutankhamen to 
Shangri-La in the title song, and plenty more. I 
find it odd just because it's something nobody 
else seems to do that at all. What's the thinking 
behind that? 
Weird thing. because I never thought it that way. 
No special thinking behind that, it's just a natural 
thing for me. Using references have the ability to 
make the lyrics more interesting and bring up 
questions rather than answers. 
I first read Lord of the Rings when I was 8 
years old, and it changed my life. Middle-Earth 
Sometimes seems so much more real, more 
interesting, then the world going on around me. 
Are there any fictional worlds which make you 
Teel this way? 
Oh yes. Middle-Earth is my home, too. I relate 
strongly into all the fantasy I read but Tolkien is 
my all-time big favourite! 
Do you think the appeal of these fictional 
fantasy worlds is not so much the exotic and, 
well, fantastic occurences, but the fact that in 
the end everything is resolved with a more or 
less '"happily ever after' ending? 
For me the appeal is in the possibilites. I can do 
and create whatever I desire and nobody can take 
this away from me. I don't want to think this issue 
through  thorougly, fantasy does not need 
analyzing 
What do you think of darker fantasy authors 
such as Michael Moorcock (Elric, Corum, 
Hawkmoon, Von Bek) or Terry Goodkind 
(Sword of Truth series)? 
‘Well, I truly enjoy more the more “fairytale-like™ 
fantasy, where the prince and the girl live happily 
ever after. The moment there is supposed to be 
some kind of message behind fantasy, I'm through 
with it 
Willow gets a mention... what fantasy based 
movies do you think are well made? I 
personally think there are very few good ones. 
Conan the Barbarian, Beastmaster 1, Willow, 

incess Bride, and that's it I think. 
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Willow is my very favourite! A kind of Tolkien 
Tip-off, but who cares. I also liked Princess Bride, 
e Conan movies and the Star Wars movies, even 
hongh they are more into the sci-fi scene. 
What in the worid is  Home Gnome? I have no 
elue and to be honest the idea is a tad goofy... if 
you had the song to write all over again, would 
Sur lttle gnomish pal still get a mention? 
You bet it would! I don't mind people laughing at 
my lyries. I laugh at them often mysel. Still, they 
are written honestly, about things I want to write 
about and never do I think whether this fits into 
the listeners big metal heads or not. I write what I 
feel like writing A home is a home 
Knome, what's so hard in that?! This gnomish pal 
of mine is a mythological little creature, a 
miniature Santa Claus, | would say. A very 
charming litle thing. My dear friend. I'm sure you 
two would get along just fine!! 
And a few other ones I don't recognize... who 
are Tapio, Mielikki, and Sparhawk? 
Tapio and Miclikki are the King and Queen of 
forests in Finnish mythology. Sparhawk is a 
character from the book series of one of my 
favourite fantasy authors, David Eddings. 
Where did you take the voice sample from? 
From the Lord of the Rings cartoon. 
The title track is a slow song. What was the 
thought behind making this also the name of 
the album? 
Nothing special, it sounded cool. Actually we had 
trouble coming up withe the name for the album 
50 we had to take a name of one the songs. 
On both albums you have a preoccupation with 
Egyptians. What about the sand and pyramids 
nterests you? 
The greatest mystery of mankind and the 
fascinating culture and mythology. That's it 
What  was inspiration  behind 
Nymphomaniac Fantasia? Because let me tell 
you, castration is definitely the LAST thing I 
‘want to think about when listening to Tarja 
sing.. 
Spare me... I hate this song. You dig and I'll bury 
the song, ok? 
There's only one thing I can think of that 
would make a man write a song like 
.Nightingale... So who was she, and does she 

Or do I have it all 
happier imagination 

This song would make a great competition or 
something, I think, because no one has by this day 
understood what this song is about! 
The Lappi epic...is the first part indicative of 
what the acoustic Nightwish period sounded 

Erūmaajūrvi means "The Wildemess Lake' and 
yes it is an indicative from the acoustic period of 
Nightwish. Etisinen is a wandering ghost in 
Lapland (Finnish mythology) 
OK, now on to the Oceanborn album. First, the 
cover. It was pointed out to me that if you put 
your thumb on the woman's face then the rest 
of her looks like a crocodile. Any other almost 
funny.or mildly interesting comments you've 
heard about it? What's the message that the 
owl's carrying? 
Not really, the comments have been very postive 
about the cover, which is based on the Devil and 
the Deep Dark Ocean song. Read the lyrics and 
be much wiser. 
Second, what is that outfit Tarja's got on? Not 
that I'm complaining (and not that I'm 
meaning to sound like a total horndog, hehe), 
but she's the only one that has had her 
presentation fancied up since the first CD. 
Tm not sure. Some kind of dress, I've heard 
comments that she looks like she's on her way to 
g0 milk a cow! Haha! 
Actually playing the music shows a strong 
development. Stargazers hits me as sounding 
kind of Gamma Ray, but with the Finnish 
fecling somehow, and with the sense of hi 

Fam; 
throughout the Italian scene at the moment. 
What do you think of your development from 
album to album? 
Oceanborn is heavier, faster and more technical 
than its predecessor but still very atmospheric and. 
bombastic. I think we have grown more mature on 
that album in every way. The songs, the 
‘musicianship and sound quality are all better and The Snowman is a 30-minute cartoon which is often recognized 
mow I think we've found our true style. Angels shown every Christmas Eve here in Finland for on the street? 
Fall First is a good album as a debut album and it the last 15 years. It's a beautiful tale about a little What is it like to 
has a strong feeling of honesty in it but there are boy and a snowman, who comes alive afier be hanging 

some things on it that I really don't like such as 
the male vocals, some lyrics, etc. 
‘With this album you've also taken the step to 
being a true, out in front, lead keyboardist. I 
think you've got tons more leads than the 
guitars... obviously you don't think too much of 
the "keyboards don't belong in metal' factions 
out there eh? 
Categorizing stuff is like politics, a necessary evil 
Some people categorize keys outside metal but I 
think they fit the music just great And while I 
compose all the stuff with my keyboards, our yr 
music tends to have a lot of them but we still have 
a perfect balance between the instruments. 
Even with much ‘busier’ music, Oceanborn has 
been a much bigger commercial success than 
Angels Fall First. What is your secret to 
success? Why Sacrament of Wilderness as the 
first single? 
This might sound comy but I believe our success 
has a lot to do with honesty. We really do just 
what we want ourselves, musically, lyrically and 
imagewise. Sacrament of Wildemess became the 
first single because it needed to be a rather short 
one and it is a song that shows both atmospherical 
and heavier sides of Nightwish. 
‘With the title Stargazers, I have to ask, are you 
by any chance a fan of Rainbow? 

heard that Rainbow has a song called 
Stargazer before the CD was out! Honestly! I'm 
not a big fan of them, just a nice coincidence. 
You've got a song called Gethsemane, in the 
thankyous you've got ‘The Haunting Beauty of 
Gethsemane garden, this one's for you.' Once 
‘again, please, spill the beans, what's 
A very personal song, personal subject. Need I say 
more? 
Do you sometimes have difficulty with the 
lyries seeing as how you're a male writing at 
times romantic lyrics when a woman's going to 
be the one singing them? 
Never really. Tarja relates beautifully to my lyrics. 
and it has never been a problem. Of course I need 
to be careful thatshe will not be singing ‘please be. 
my wife' ete. 
Devil and the Deep Dark Ocean is the most 
controversial song you've done, mainly because 
of some uneducated goofballs. The complaints 
I've heard about this one have been people who 
wouldn't know Deicide from a running 
wnmower saying that there are ‘death vocals' 

‘wondering why the 
deep vocal style in there? I personally think it 
works as it creates a little extra spice in the two 
songs it's in. Then again, I don't mind death 
vocals so this is certainly nothing to get bent 
out of shape about... 
Shit, this really annoys me. I've heard a lot of 
complaints that we use 'death vocals' and due to 
that we are satanic and blablablah. If they just 
bother to read the lyrics they would realize that 

it's the devil and the pharach that are speaking 
there as an EFFECT. The plots required a deep 
‘male voice 30 we used one to create atmosphere in 
two songs. That's it. End of story. 
Moondance... WOW! But again, some people 
have to ruin the fun, I've seen this called 'great 
bar mitzvah music' in at least two different 
negative reviews... (don't worry, the zines were 
real low-grade, Cannibal Corpse worshipping 
stuff anyway, nothing to worry about, hehe) It 

somewhat Russian to me, but I'll have 
metal guy so 

re than a guess 
to me. Could you explain the influences that 
‘went into this piece? 
"Great Bar Mitzvah music..!!1" hahaha! When I 
read this description I fell from my chair. A very. 
ood one! I don't think I was inspired by anything 
special as far as Moondance is concerned. It was 
fun to make and funto record. 
When you write the music to the songs, are you 

lyries to it as you write? And with 
Moondance, for example, at what point was it 
decided it would be an instrumental? 
I always have the idea for the song and what it's 
about before composing it. It's not wntil final 
amangements that I finish with the lyrics. 
Moondance never required lyrics, i's supposed to 
be a ‘dance.” 
What's the story behind Walking on Air? 

midnight. This cartoon has always been the 
highlight of Christmas Eve for me so it is full of 
childhood memories. And the theme song. 
Walking in the Air, is probably the most beautiful 
song T've ever heard H. Blake is an English 
composer who wrote the music just for that 
cartoon. 
And a few more band-related questions.. 
you're credited with the vast majority of the 
music and lyrics, but the band is credited as 
arranging. How often is it that something 

ou've come up with is vetoed by the rest of the 
band? How different would you say the songs 
are from when you first come up with them to 
where they end up? 
We have our fair share of disagreements but 
usually we work them out. We all respect each 
others “privacy in his instrument,” if you know 
what I mean. The songs may differ a lot after 
arranging process but the soul in them always 
remains. We had a fight whether or not 
Moondance should be a part of the album or not 
OK, now about Tarja. Every interview I've 
seen, youve handled it, but every review 
(including mine) seem to focus more on her as a. 
focal point in the band. Obviously having 
somebody s0 talented and distinctive in the 
band is a big plus for getting attention 
pushing Nightwish towards the top of the heap, 
but do you ever worry that she'll lose interest 
or at some time have other commitments to 
‘where it is impossible for her to continue in the 
band? 
Yes, we have that fear. But Nightwish is very 
important to her and the situation is very solid at 
the moment. 
1 don't know opera from a cat in heat. It's 
obvious Tarja is m quite gifted vocalist, but 
that's coming from a metalirock perspective. 
Her thing is opera and I have no idea how she 
compares with people in that genre. Could you 
clue us in as to how she's judged in that arena? 
With continued practice and study, how much 
improvement can we expect out 0f her and how. 
will you take advantage of that in Nightwish? 
She's very young, 22 years old, and still in the 
carly stage 0f her vocal developement so we 
haven't heard it all yet She is recognized as a 
talent in the professional opera genre, as well. 
1 understand you were recently in the States... 
was it your first time visiting this cultureless 

lhole? What were you doing here? What 
places did you visit? 
How in the world do you know this?! Well, it 
doesn't matter. I visited the family I lived with 
during my exchange year in 1992-1993. This was 
near Wichita, Kansas. I also went to Walt Disney 
World in Florida. I'm a Disney fan and a collector 
50 despite the commercialism, I loved it there! 
What would you say are the most striking 
differences between the US and Finland? 
US: Warm, big. diverse cultures, pollution, warm- 
hearted peaple, junk food, junk metal. Finland: 
Cold, small, one culture, rather clean nature, 
closeminded people, good metal. 
1 don't know if I have this viewpoint because of 
my interests or what, bui it seems that the 
European peoples have a more profound sense 
of history and their own cultural roots. 
America seems to not have any sense of 
anything beyond the latest pop eulture 
sensation. How do you see it? 

somewhere  near 
India? Is the polar 
bear your national 
food?” I mean, no 

you on the 
Fadio? Are you 

with friends and one of YOUR SONGS is 
,d 0n the radio? Has your music 

y car commercials yet? 
Chart entry means publcity, which is a good 
thing, We are not that famous, actually. Very fow 
people recognize us on the streets and the radio 
playing sucks. No metal whatsoever on the radio, 
even if we hold the top positon in the charts. It's 
really weird. I heard Sacrament 0f Wildemess was 
played something like 5 times in the national radio 
during al this time. 
Are you living off of the music? If not, what do 
you do for a living? Any problems getting time 
off for shows or to tour? 
T'm barely living by music. But I hope we will get 
10 the point that we wouldn't have to do anything 
besides music. Taking the time off is never a 
problem for anyone except Tarja due to her 
intense studies at the Academy. 
How many copies of each of your albums have 
you sold? Charted amywhere other than 
Finland? 
Don't know about Angels Fall First but 
Oceanborn has sold over 60000 copies and is still 
selling very good. It was also charted in Germany, 
somewhere around 70 at its best I think. 
1 saw some pictures in Terrorizer of one of 
your shows. Are the lights and effects m 
Standard part of the Nightwish live experience? 
Depends of the place we're playing in. We think 
the visual aid to our shows is very important 30 
we always try to make the lights as good as 
possible 
Has the band been to Japan yet? Any word of 
how they've recieved you? 
Nope, maybe next year 
You'll be on tour in Europe with Rage about 
the time this interview hits in the US. Will this 
be your first extended series 0f shows? 
In a way, yes. We did scatiered touring in Finland 
all year, sbout 60 gigs, though. 
I don't know the extent of Tarja's activities 
within the opera (or your gigging for that 
matter). Has she ever been in the position 
where she had to perform night after night to 
this extent? Any ideas how she'll cope with the 
smoky clubs for a month? 
Tarja's voice is a huge concem to us. Our biggest 
fear on the tour is how her voice stands up. We 
did 5 gigs in three days at the Midsummer's 
Festival in June and she was practically dying 
after that I Hope everything goes all right 
When can we expect another Nightwish album? 
Any new material in the works? How is the 
‘music progressing? 
We're rehearsing our 3rd album all the time. We 
have 7 new songs so far and we enter the studio in 
January. The release should be in May 2000 
To follow-up on a question I asked last time... I 
suppose Tarja is still unable to marry me, eh 
Tasked her about it and she almost agreed but then 
her boyfriend made a firm statement. Sorry, pal. 
Well, we've (finally!!) come to the end of the 
line. With any luck I didn't bore youtire 
yowpiss you off too much with the 
‘Anything else you'd like to say to the US f: 
These kind of interviews make any man an 
alcoholic. Still, thanks for the interest and support! 
Keep in touch and please send me the issue where 
this inteview is! Thanks a lot 
www nightwish com 
www .spmefarm fi 
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Are you kidding me? You don't know Opeth? 
LotFP is the Opeth shrine because Opeth simply 
are THE best band 1o ever record music. You're 
ot quite believing me, are you? Some would say 
that by pushing this band so hard I cause 
skepticism and doubt in my readers. Well fine, 
people. We'll just have to do this another way. On 
Blackened II there is an Opeth song. On the 
Firestarter and Identity 5 comps there are Opeth 
songs. Orchid, Morningrise, and My Arms Your 
Hearse are available through any music store in 
the USA. Still Life will be soon. Pick one. Any one. 
Lay back with the headphones, and LISTEN TO 
THE MUSIC! My hype is justified. Those who 
have heard already know. All I want you to do is 
give them a chance. You need o be patient. 10 
minute plus progressive journeys 0f alternating 
Beauty and brutality, complex siructures, yet very 
accessible themes are to be had here. Tou can 
listen to this band on so many levels. It's there. 
It's all there! Every Opeth album has been a 
massive achievement for all 0f metal, and in the 
years 1o come Opeth's name will mentioned 

never been a huge Motorhead fan. They're 
legendary and all that shit but Yngwie is the 
fucking man! Have you heard his latest album? 
Totally back to the roots. The three first albums 
are jewels in my collection. This one was a retum 
to those albums. They even have the singer from 
the third album [Mark Boals is the singer, 
Trilogy the album- ed). I was blown away. Fast, 
evil riffing! Motorhead is the same all the time. 
Youll have to go with Yngwie. When I have 
people over and we get drunk, I put on the track 
Far Beyond the Sun by Yngwie, and that has the 
best, most classic ending of all songs ever done. 
[Later note: I didn't get to go. Missed 
Motorhead too. That was nof a fun weekes 
Long story. Short version; Crowbar SUCKS. 
ed) 
What I in the press again for you guys 
is the same thing that happened for the last 
album. Terrorizer is probably the most 
influential I see this in, but you're thrown into 
the In Flames, Dark Tranguillity melodic metal 
crowd. I suppose it's better than better than 

alongside the already established masters of being thrown in with the Dark Funeral and 
metal. Buy Opeth albums. And especially buy Stil 
Life, the new album on Peaceville in Europe. lt's 
worth it. Promise. Without further ado, here is 
Mikael Akerfeld, musical visionnary and al 

cool guy. 
How are you today? 
Tm fine | didnt expeet to do interviews today so | 
completely forgot about them. | was having a 
good time, going into town. It all got ruined. But 
Tm fine. 
Oh great, I ruined your day! 
Im getting used to that Its my 9th day of 
interviews. Maybe I did 20 nterviews for the 
Jast album. On this,its over 100 already. 
That's a good sign. 
It is. Thats what happens with Music For 
Nations doing it. Everyone wants to do an 
interview. Ive been speaking to everyone. Its 
amazing. At fist I thought it was cool to have a 
response and everything but i all boring afier 
awhile. They all ask the same guestions after 
awhile 
Hopefully I've got something a ltle different. 
First off, 1 taiked to Lazare of Solefald 
Sl 
‘questions I sai m couple and 
M vid ks hoped you'd ey 
First one was if 
melodies In Orckid Teembled German 
drinking songs. 
<laughs> Thats pretty cool 
The other one was since he hadn't heard 
anything since Orchid, I had to bitch him out 
for that, he wondered if you'd learned to end 
song on time yet. 
No... we still havent figured that out. <laughs> 

most progressive metal album this month [the 
interview was done October 21- ed|? 
I dons know. I think Dream Theater is a good 
band but I dont count Opeth in that progressive 
scene. We're not into the progressive metal 
category that way, sounding like Dream Theater 
or Fates Waming. I'm not sure. Ive seen Dream 
Theater live twice, and they are a great live band, | 
like some of their records as well. | wouldnt 
compare us to that kind of band, even though most 
people do. They're progressive in a different kind 
of way. Theyre progressive in the more traditional 
way, in that they are very talented musicians and 
fast solos and high pitched vocals. That's not for 
me. 
1 just remember that one song they did with the 
‘vocalist for Napalm Death. 
‘That was the live album? 
Yeah, that one with the covers they did. 
Aliso with the guitarist from Yes, Steve Howe? 
Yeah. Guys from Marillion too. A whole bunch 
of guests. England gets all the cool shows. 
Judgement call from you now. On Halloween, 
Motorhead is playing in Atlanta. The same day, 
Yngwie Malmsteen is playing down where my 
family lives in Florida, opening his world tour. 
‘Which show should I go to? 
Yngwie, for gods sake! Have you seen him 
before? 
No. 
Then you have to go! Motorhead is a cool, 
legendary band and everything but its all the 
same. T've seen them a couple of times and Ive 

Marduk crowd that you used to be pigeonholed 
as, but what's your take on being thrown in 
with Gothenburg metal? 
Its an casy way out for people to describe the 
music. Everybody lstening exclusively to both 
bands donit see the similarites. It was 
mainly — for e fint, 
maybe the 
second 

S metal. ik 
Flames is a great bmd 
Anders, their singer, called me yesterday. They're 
coming to Stockholm. Tm going to see them 
tomorrow with Dark Tranquillity. 
That's with Children of Bodom and Arch 
Enemy? 
Yeah, but Children of Bodom arent playing. 
Apparently their drummer is in a soap opera. They 
have to go back home so he can be his character 
Arch Enemy are going to Japan I think. S0 its In 
Flames, Dark Tranquilly, a band called 
CryHavoc, and Gardenian. 
I wish something like that would tour the 
States! 
Isnt Atlanta a big place where everybody goes? 
No. The people booking the clubs figure even 
with bands like Mercyful Fate that there's no 
interest, no money (o be made. I'm like "What 
do you me 
The States is a hard market to break through. All 
the heavy metal is coming back, especially here in 
Europe. Its amazirg. But it got to happen in the 
States as well. Give it a couple of years. 
It's funny over here. Some states you can do 
some things in. Last year somebody brought 
over Helloween for a one off in New York and I 
heard it drew a good crowd. We had an Iced 
Earth and Nevermore tour and in some cities 
they drew 400-500 people and in some cities 
they had 20 or 30. 
Most people I speak to that have toured the States 

L 
rl 
comparisons. | lt's 
bęun kaan I are 

say the same thing. They can have mostly I' 
disastrous gigs that nobody shows up for, and then 
a lot of cool gigs. I think maybe it's better to do a 
one off gig that's secure. Ifyou've got fans all over 

problem if you just do one 

It's impossible to get any attention in real 
media. Metal media is it's own ghetto. Even if 
something major is going on, it's impossible to 
get any proper media. People see it's metal, so 
they ignore. Anyway, what were some of the 
most and least pleasing things you saw in the 
press about My Arms Your Hearse? 
We got a collection of reviews from Century 
Media in the US, and I can't remember the name 
of the mag. but he totally misunderstood. He said 
"There's no grind in here. Where's the brutality, 
dude? He didn't understand, he thought we were 
wankers. I dont care too much. If we get a bad 
review, 9094 of them are written by a reviwer who 
listens to old Napalm Death and Sore Throat or 
something like Bad Religion. We just back a 
review from the Swedish magazine Close Up. The 
editor hates us. I think he hates me personally, I 
dont know. They have a soundcheck section 
‘where some of the writers get to write down a few 
lines about a few albums. He was really taking a 
piss, and I was so mad. T'd never met him before. 
‘Throughout the issue he threw in bits and pieces. 
His best write now, Cannibal Corpse has a new 
album and in his review he says 'Listen and Jeam, 
Opeth 
To the new Cannibal Corpse? 
Yes. I then met him at a pub and he was just as big 
an asshole. Some people have to be rude. 
If he's actually mentioning you during other 
reviews, that's good. It makes you a bigger 
deal. 
It feels like it's a case of, not jealousy because he's 
not a musician himself, but he just made up his 

mind that he has to hate this band. He has to. 
He might like it but he has to 

write down that 

3 

Usually when I get a bad 
review I think 'Oh, that's an asshole 

anyway.' The good reviews are normal, you know 
what | mean? 
So you haven't gotten that thorough, negative 

In bad 
they're talking about? 
No. It doesrit matter. The thing I hate most about 
bad reviews is when they give constructive 
eriticism. That doesnt feel right to me. Who is he 
10 tell me what to do? He's not in the band! What 
can he know? This is my band, nobody knows 
better than me. He's taking the piss to the extra 
level. That constructive criticism, 1 really really 
hate that. I actually prefer "This band is fucking 
shit!, 
So what's wrong with early Napalm Death and 
Sore Throat? 
There's nothing wrong with it Tve listened to that 
stuff as well. Hammy, the Peaceville manager, he 
played drums with Sore Throat I used to listen to 
grindeore, but if you only listen to grindcore and 
cant open up to other kinds of music, obviously 
you won't like Opeth. 
Grinderusher was basically how I got into 
metal. 
I wanted to listen to everything extreme. That was 
10 years ago. Obviously I'm listening to other 
kinds of music now. 
That was cool in Grinderusher, Sore Throat 
was the band with the cuckoo clock. 
Their album had 101 songs. It was like 'Urk! Eek! 
Bulp!' and theres 3 tracks. It was pretty cool. 
Hammy was playing the drums, thats fucking 
classic! When I talked to him I said "Youtre the 
Sore Throat drummer aren' you? and he's ke 'Oh 
fucking shut up!' He's totally embarassed by that. 

been reading old interviews of yours, ai 
gone and bought old used vinyl copies of 

Camel and Bo Hansson. Unfortunately, in the 8 
months I've had them, I still haven't found 

body with a turntable. What am I missing 
on those records? 

Youlre missing it all, you know? Its pretty hard. 
Camel is pretty much the easiest band to get into. 
Everybody loves them. Everybody I play it to is 
totally blown away. Even on the first listen! I 
think you will be as well. You have to get yourself 
a record player! Bo Hansson (Hahn-sen) is very 
hard. Its like soundtrack music. Pretty obscure 
and drug infested. Its pretty cool. What Camel 
album do you have? 
Raindances. The Bo Hansson is Magician's Hat. 
Raindances has one really cool track on there. 
Fuck, I can’t remember the name! I was their first 
one with a new lineup. They brought in a fucking 
sax player Or something like that. Moon Madness 
is their peak, their magnum opus for me. Thats 
the album before Raindances. Raindances is 
pretty much OK, but if you find Moon Madness 
you should pick it up. 
You read all the interviews with these 
European bands who say 'Vinyl is the only 
TRUE format' and I don't know anybody here 
‘with a record player! 
Its getting to be a trend, to release your albums on 
vinyl. I wouldn't mind, I'm a total fucking vinyl 
freak myself. I collect them. It would be  dream 
come true to have an Opeth vinyl album for me. 
Not to play it, just to have it Stuck in my 
collection = between Ozzy Osboume  and 
Onslaught! 
You never had anything on vinyl? 
I heard there should be a picture disc of the first 
album. Its a bootleg, I haven't seen it myself. 
Some limited edition. 
I wanted to know how to pronounce some 
people's names properly. I figured you're the 

m to ask. How do you say your last 
Akerfeldt. (OAKerfelt, basically). 

he And your co-conspirators in Bloodbath? 
Dan Swano (Don Zvanah), Anders Nystrom 
(Ahnderz NEE-strom), Jonas Renske (YOANahs 
Rinsk). 
Nobody over here has a clue. And as it turns 
out I've NEVER heard any of those names said 
properly. 
Me too. When Im speaking English I have to 
introduce myself as Michael Ackerfelled' and its 
totally wrong Otherwise people wonit undertand 
what youlre saying 
Now I get to be the snob. <in a real snooty 
volce> *No, you're saying that wrong!' 
<we Jaugh> 
It's been almost a year since I emailed you that 
‘monster of an interview to you last year. How 
have things gone for you? 
Very many things happened I cant remember 
where I was when I did that interview but I had a 
very tough time after My Arms. We didnt get any 
money, I didnt have anywhere to live, no food, 
mothing basically. When we signed to Peaceville it 
all happened for me instantly. I have a pretty cool 
place to live, I have money in my pocket. Apart 
from going from nothing to OK, we havent been 
doing anything. No touring for that album. We 
just started to write a new album. Been doing 
nothing, hanging out basically. Just NOTHING. 
‘That's what I do, all day long. I almost have a bad 
conscience. I wake up at lam and turn on the 
television, look at a few soap operas, fall asleep 
on the couch, wake up at . 
The glamorous life of a rock star! 
No, not a rock star. We have all the drunks outside 
and everything. so my life is far from a rock star 
life 
Tknow the Steel 7" has been out for awhile, but 
again, no turntable so it would be silly to get it. 
Any plans to put that on CD? 
I don't think so. Its Dan's thing, he's the one who 
fixed it for the picture 7*. I don't know, I dont 
hope so! It was just for fn. People will get the 
impression that both Bloodbath and Steel are 
100% serious but its just for fun. Bloodbath 
wasn't meant to be released. We were pissed up, 
we totally drank. We were invited down to Dan's 
place for a party, me, Jonas, Anders. We went 
down and he said Let's record some death metal 
tracks. Yeah, Bloodbath!” We got totally fucking 
hammered. I threw up an hour before I was 
supposed to sing Anders disappeared the night 
before, out in the snow. We had to go look for 
him. We found him totally drunk in a staircase or“ 
something of a fucking old house. It was a 
disaster, that recording! It wasn't intended to be 
released. But after awhile, it was pretty cool! It 
was what death metal sounded like a couple years 
back. We thought Maybe we can make some 
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‘money out of this!' Just being assholes. Century 
Media was interested, so. 
There's an inspirational story for death metal 
bands. "These guys get a worldwide record deal 
being pissed up drunk and we can't get 
anythi 
<laughs> We were so drunk! It was almost drunk 
I ever was! It was a guy tuming 40, we didn't 
know him and we were invited to his party 
anyway. We just drank all the booze and ate all 
the food Anders even made a pess on his 
girlfriend! It was terrible! 
What are some of the highlights and lowlights 
of that CD? 
The lyrics are really funny. We haven't sent the 
yrics to Century Media. Maybe they'd delete it if 
they saw the lyrics! They're totally zombiel The 
first track is called <in a 'metal' voice> Breeding 
Death! It is basically just Death! The lyrics are 
about Death! The second track is called Omious 
Blood Vomit. Its about a guy being force fed 
glass, and he starts to throw it up. The last track is 
Furious Fumorous Bug. Its about a guy being 
baked in an oven by zombies Theres a line in 
there 'Served up as a three course dinner... yuckl” 
Its the highlight, if you can figure them out. The 
bad side is it isntt that interesting after 20 listens. 
We listened to it a lot after we got the tape back 
home. After awhile its just death metal. Nothing 
innovative. Just death metal from Stockholm. 
People shouldnt expect some branstorm 
progressive collaboration between Edge of Sanity. 
and Katatonia and Opeth. I far from that 
I can see all the US reviews now. 'This is what 
all these guys should sound like!' 
<laughs> Its a cool release. If it would have been 
released in 1989 or 90, it would have been an 
instant _ classic. It does sound very very 
professional. Steel sounds like it was done in 
1986 It sownds professional, but its 
innovative, 
And who does what on that CD? 
T'm the vocalist, Anders on guitar, Jonas on bass, 
Dan on drums. 
Did Fireheart ever go anywhere? 
When I speak with Dan on the phone its like 
"What's going on with Fireheart? He's like 'We. 
have to do that soon!' He's always busy. If I'm 
invited down to their place we might record 
something. And I have Sorskogen as well that I 
want to record a few more tracks with. I dontt 
know what's going to happen with Fireheart. We- 
might record soon but there are no actual tracks. It 
would also be just for fun. Its Dan's thing, he's 
always doing those strange things. We're supposed 
to have nicknames, he's Dan Fire and I'm Mike 
Heart 
The joys of having a studio in your basement! I 

¢ that Odyssey CD he did and I'm thinking 
"He's only doing one of these? BASTARD!' Is 
there anything set for a proper release of 
Sorskogen? 
1 dontt know. I'm personally signed to Peaceville. I 
can't record for any other label. I'm not sure if 
Hammy would be interested. Its for the future to 
say. I wouldrit say m not serious because I really 
like the tracks I've done, but it won't be a prioriy. 
Itll be something I do in my spare time. If it gets 
released it will have to be on Peaceville. 
Is it material that will become dated if it sits 
around for a year? 
I don't think so. Its not going with any trends. Its 
not progressive metal, its progressive rock. It 
sounds very much like Camel. It's totally untrendy 
50 I think it will survive a couple of years. It 
would be for me personally that it would sound 
stale. If I put out something. it might be new 
recordings of everything I've done. 
You had involvement with the recording of the 

Katatonia, producing the vocals. How di 
that go? 
It was tougher. The first one, on Discouraged 
Ones, it was by mistake I was there in the studios. 
‘They didnt know what to do, and they asked me, 
and I ended up being there. This time it was 
planned. They had NO vocal lines this time either. 
I worked with them for two weeks just working all 
the time. It was tough. It got personal emotions 
involved. Me and Anders were arguing, and Jonas 
was just wanting to go to the coffee room and 
drink coffee and not work. It was a mess. It came 

When I hear a Katatonia al 
get everyone together and give them all a big 
group hug. 
<laughs> That's nice! 
It doesn't sound pleasant. 
Jonas is like that. I think he's one of the best lyric 
‘writers in the world. And the music that Anders 
does is custom made for the lyrics. They go along 
50 well. Jonas is my best friend in the world and I 
know him very personally so I understand what he 
means, even though he's not as miserable as he 
sounds. He has a very special way of thinking. 
He's fucking paranoid! Paranoid of everything! 
His neighbors! Everything 
Here's to nutty musicians! 
He don't want to go out to work or do anything 
He just wants to sit home and listen to lo-fi 
country. 
Peaceville must love that! How has li 
Peaceville as compared to Candlelight 
Its been very beneficial so far. Its so fresh so I 
cant say too much about it but so far I'm very 
happy. They do everything on time, acting so 
professional. Its a big pressure because since 
theyre so professional I feel I have to be 
professional _the __seme _way _back — With 

been on 

not {8 

Candlelight, it was like a friend releasing our 
albums. They didnt have that professional edge. 
Still, Candielight did many good things for us. We 
wouldn't be where we are if it wasnit for them. Its 
a totally different league. Music For Nations are 
distrbuting and promoting this one, and they are a 
classic label. Hammy has had a few classic 
releases. It's night and day basically. I liked that 
friendship level. I've become friends with Hammy 
now and some guys with Music For Nations. Its 
way different than how it was for Candlelight. 
Ready for that huge increase in sales? 
1 try not to think about that. I don't know what 
kind of pressure Hammy gets from Music For 
Nations as far as what our album has to sell. He 
called me up yesterday to say pre-sales for this 
album were amazing This is going to do good 
things for us. We have proper distribution and 
everything. Of course I wouldn't mind making a 
few more bucks and going out on tour more. If 
you have the finances, its great. T'd be stupid if I 
thought something else. Of course I have to sell 
more records but I try not to think about that. 
Wefre not going to sell our souls or anything. 
We're going to continue the same way we always 
have. If we sell more records, cool 
Any clue as to the status for US release? 
1 don't know. I know they're talking to a couple of 

Katatonia, ourselves, and a few more bands. You 
can imagine that's a big deal for the States. I don't 
know who's putting it out. 
Did you have any other optio 
Peaceville that were comparable? 
Yeah! I basically had the pen in my hand to sign 
to Earache. Then we got the deal with Peaceville. 
We had been talking to Earache for a month. We 
almost finished signing with them and then at the 
11th hour we got the deal from Hammy. We had 
been talking to Century Media, obviously, but 
strangely enough they didnt follow it up. They 
gave me one phone call from the German office. 1 
can't remember the guy's name, he said 'OK 
Mikael, what did you want for a deal with Century 
Media? And then he didnt call me again They 
didn'tfollow it up. I know the US office are Opeth 
freaks, but the German office, | dont know. 
Nuclear Blast didnt even call me. And of course 
there were many labels the same size as 
Candlelight. Candlelight wanted us to re-sign as 
well. There were options but Hammy and 
Peaceville had the best offer. 
Oh man, you didn't go with Earache? We're 
not t_ that Mortiis, Ultraviolence, 

besides 

Opeth tour now. 
Tm pretty glad we didnt sign to Earache now 
because we've heard so many strange things about 
them. They are an independent label. Peaceville 
and Music For Nations is owned by Zomba 
Records, and they have Backstreet Boys and 
Britney Spears. They have the finances. 
1did not know that! 
We're their new boy band, basically. New Kids on 
the Block! 
Cool! I figure we should talk about the new 

lbum, Still Life. There's controversy about 
where you ripped the name from. The first 
thing people think of, but everyone hopes you 
didn't get it from, was the Fates Warning live 
album last year. X 
Tsaw that. I got a mailing list from Brave Words 
and Bloody Knuckles and it had Fates Waming 
Still Life on it and 1 said Fuck!' I've never been 
into Fates Warning. On the other hand there are so 
many albums out there called Stll Life, and so 
many tracks too. Were just another one. They 
have it on an Iron Maiden album, the Van Der 
Graaf Generator, there was even a band called 
Still Life in the 705 that released a self titled 
album. I really i the title hovgh. s a claic 

The Iron Maiden song.. 
out good at the end of the day but it was hard different labels. Tve been discussing with them. I can' say I wasn't influenced by that. I have that 
work. Discouraged Ones was pretty casy. Im not 
sure if Tm going to do it again if they ask me. 

Welve been working wih Century Media fo our 3 
previous albums and I really want to continue with 
them. I basically have no say though. Its all a 
‘money question. Its a big deal, a big deal going 

track in my head constantly! I've had that record 
for ages now. It wasn't like when I came up with 
the title that I thought nobody had ever used that 
‘name before. 

1 just want to down. Theyre selling Cradle of Filth, Anathema, Everybody thought they were onto something 
when somebody 
Generator lyrics 

led out the Van Der Graaf 
they could have fit. That's 

it 
Thave that album. Its no big deal. Its so common. 
Still Life is not hyper original. I might have gotten 
from there. The reason I picked that title is when I 
sent the lyrics to Travis Smith to do the cover art, 
I got the picture back from him and was looking at 
it on my computer and I thought 'Still Life. That's 
it It was the first thing I thought of I was 
messing thi coming up with more 
complicated titles, but Still Life was what felt 
right 
I understand there were issues with the 
artwork with Travis Smith? 
There were no problems or anything. The cover 
picture was the first picture I saw from him. We 
instantly decided on that one. Then there were 
discussions about colors. He did 20, 30 pictures 
for this album. We used 3, and altered all the 
pictures, I had some input there. We've been 
working lots with the cover. I got the record 
Yesterday. It came out really good. Very close to 
‘what I planned. 
It is a lot busier than previous artwork. 

Yes. We shot the cover for My Arms ourselves. 
Morningrise was a picture we found in the 
subway. On Orchid, we fucking imported a 
flower from Holland to have a photographer 
shoot it, because you cant get opehids in 
Sweden. It was very good for me this time 
because I didn't have time to work on the cover 
myself. It was really good to have an artistic eye 
like Travis take care of it 
Have the Europeans finally pinn 
to putting your logo on the cover’ 
It wasnit anyone's decision other than ourselves 
‘The thing with the logo is basically a mistake. 
We tried to put the logo on the first one, the 
logo I had made. It didnt look good. So we 
didnt use it We continued the same way 
through the third album. But with thi, the cover 
looked better with the logo. I told Hammy 'The 
previous covers didnt have the logo on the 
covers. Is that  problem? He's like 'Ah, uhm, 
would it be very bad for you to have the logo on 
there? The fanatic Opeth fans are crazy, 
though! They react to the smallest thing Like if 

Ą the logo is on the cover they go Fuck! What's 
happened with the band? The reason we used it 

Ė on this album, the logo is beautiful, and Hammy 
‘wanted it on. He didnt demand that, though. So 
we were like ‘OK ' 
Either put it on the artwork, or they'll put it 
on a sticker. Your choice! 
Yeah, always on a fucking sticker! With My 
Arms the sticker was awfal. Low quality with 
the old logo. Really really awful. I'm glad we 
don't have to have stickers on this one. 
After taking in Still Life, if you had to pick 
one, would you agree that My Arms Your 
Hearse would be least like the others? 

I think so. But My Arms was essential for the 
making of Still Life. It was a stepping stone for us 
to move to different things It was very aggressive, 
moving away from the twin guitar harmonies. We 
still have that, but we use a lot more riffing My 
Arms, 1 donit know why it came out the way i did 
It's just what happened. We had a new drummer, 
and we was just.. Now I've been working with 
him, so he's more like Anders [Nordin, ex-Opeth 
drummer- ed). He can play more aggressively 
than Anders could but he also can play in a very 
mellow and laid back way. On My Arms he was 
like a fucking bomb! He just wanted to blast! It 
has to do with the drumming. My Arms was very 
energetic. The material itself t's not I had plans to 
change anything, it's just how it came out. Maybe 
I got sick of doing that kind of twin guitar 
melodies and that one string thing. I don't know. 
There's a sense of Opeth fans, over here at 
least, that yes it was a very good album, but not 
the best Opeth album. 
Its always different. Many fans have Morningrise 
as their favorite album. That's OK! But loads also 
have My Arms as their favorite. Especially 
Americans! Europeans have Morningrise. Now 
with St Life, this may be a new favorite for 
many fans. Its pretty much as diverse as 
Morningrise was, with the aggressive energy of 
My Arms, also a new dimension added to it. I 
really hope it will be a new favorite. It deserves to 
be. I dont blame people to have a favorite album. 
T'mreally glad, but it gets irritating if everything is 
compared to Morningrise all the time. 

s 
e 
a
n
b
E
l
A
R
 
L
 

Be
 

an
s 

AL
 

N
S
 

e 
i
n
 

i 

1 



The new one definitely could be a favorite, but 
it is time that decides that sort of thing, not just 
saying 'Hey, that's a cool riff!' We'll see... s0 4 
albums and half a decade into your recording 
career, what do you see as your goal with 
Opeti 
1 don't think of goals with Opeth. We achieved a 
goal when we signed to Peaceville and Music For 
Nations. Thats the biggest of underground labels. 
Tm able to live off of the music. Barely. But I 
reached that goal with the music. I dont think too 
much about the music, I don't care, I just write. I 
donit plan future albums. I don't think about big 
orchestrations or a movie soundirack. If it happens 
it happens. I don't think too much about goals. 
‘Well continue as always. Each album we've made 
a different kind of album and it will continue to be 
that way. If I'm getting pressure to do something 
special, it will end up being shite! So I just have to 
kick back and take it easy. Concentrate on writing 
music I like. Just continue as I always have. 
Getting records from a favorite band, it is 
something that should always be m pure joy. 
These days, it's almost Russian Roulette. I've 
been hearing from Queensryche and Megadeth 
fans lately and they are not pleased! 
I havent heard their new albums. Queensryche 
lost it for me when Chris DeGarmo left. I know 
‘what you mean 

You have a following where the fans are into 
your band. I mean REALLY into your band as 
THE favorite band. Do you feel you're painting 
yourself into a corner by releasing these four 
excellent but fairly consistent albums. 
1 dontt know how that could be a bad thing! I'm a 
big fan of the band myself. I want to record my 
own favorite albums. I listen to the albums at 
home! Well continue doing albums that are 
honest with ourselves, that won't follow any 
trends. There won't be any big shocking things. I 
don't think we've painted ourselves into a comer 
because our music style is so wide. We have 
several different opportmitics with each album. I 
dont feel any pressure. It has always come 
maturally to us. It will continue like that. Always 
with the fans, especially if they are real fanatics 
like some of our fans, when they put out a new 
albums you can expect a lot of, like 'It's not a new 
Morningrise album!" and all that. But I don't play 
for the fans. I play for myself. The fans are just a 
good thing that we got with us by playing music 
for ourselves. It will always be like that as long as 
we exist. The fans can take it or leave it I can't 
care less about what the fans think we're going to 
do. I just want them to give every album that 
comes out a chance. They wouldrit be happy if we 
Just played everything into their hands. 
1 remember when I first started posting things 
‘about the new album on the newsgroups, there 
was this excitement, the *You bastard you have 

* and this relief when it was revealed 

t you mean. If you look back at Black 
Sabbath and Judas Priest, they released fucking 10 
albums that have similarities with no big changes! 
The reason we are the same is because we were 
done searching for the style we wanted to have 
long before we recorded the first album. We've 
been around under this name since 1990. We 
started to writing the first album in 19911 We 
were done searching. Bands that change so 
radically so much between each album haven't 
found their style. In Opeth we all feel very content 
with the style because its so wide. I dont even 
have the urge! That's why all the side projects are 
just for fun. I don't have the need to live out 
influences in the side projects. I can put 
everything into Opeth. We'll continue in our style. 
Were not going to be techno or anything like that. 
1 donit listen to music like that. Tm still the same 

like m big horse's ass here because what I meant 
here, but di ‘was his clean singing voice. 
He must have thought I was 10 shades of 
fucked up if he thought I meant his growling as 
well..! And let me clarify further. You know 
how Dan Swano on the Nightingale Breathing 
Shadow album had a good voice but it wasn't 
completely ‘there’ yet? That's what I meant 
about Mikael's voice previous to this album, so 
don't send me hate mail over it!- ed] 
Yeah, I think so. With each recording I've been 
more confident with myself, even though I don't 
practice anything! I know the routine in the studio. 
I canit be embarassed for anything, 1 just have to 
sing my fucking heart outl You have to live with 
the album, you can't be embarassed. Its definitely 
a confidence question. On the first album I wasn't 
very confident, I was singing very low, I didnt 
have power in the voice. For this album, I wanted 
the best for everything. 
It sounds very natural. Anyway, I just got on 
the internet and did a CDNow search of the 
title Still Life. There's albums called Sl Life 
from the Connells, Friends Lovers and 
Families, the Rolling Stones, something called 
Charnett Moffet. 
Yeah, there's a lot! 
What exactly does the name mean o you will 
you use it? 
It's not the art form, Actually I dont know why I 
came up with it and wanted to call the album Still 
Life. It didn't have much of a connection with the 
story but it had to be the right ttle because it was 
the first one I came up with. I wanted to look upon 
Still Life as Calm Life, or even Dead Life. You 
can create your own meaning. I didn't use it to be 
like the art form. 
This is another concept album. Is it o 

not a direct continuation from 
Arms Your Hearse? 
It's not. It is a new story. 
There's a couple places where 
By ¢ st st aa oo 

“be. It Wasnt writen that, way 

Could you give an averview of the story? 
I wanted to have simple theme. I chose 
good versus evil. But to make it more 
interesting. what people normally look į., 
upon as good, I wanted that to be the bad 
part, and vice-versa. The main character 
has no name. I don't know why,  just didn't 
name him. He's a bom and raised Chiistian. 
After ą couple of years he questions his 
faith because he hasnit seen any real signs 
that it actually exists. This is not present 
day, this is way back in time, by the way. 
But this makes him a heretic to the rest 0f 
the community. It results in him being 
banished from town for questioning the 
supreme religion. The album starts when 
he's coming back after several years. The 
reason he's coming back is not revenge or 
anything, but for Melinda, his old beloved 
girlfriend. He's coming back to take her 
‘with him. That's the storyline, but of course 
many bad things start to happen. 
Can't have a happy story in Opethlans 
Oh no, no. It has some positive sides but 
its not a good ending. When I told the story 
to people, they were so impressed. They 
were really like children around the fire and 
I was the storyteller. When I came to the 
end they were like Nol Nol' It was pretty 
funny. 
1 haven't had a copy of the lyrics for all 
that long, 50 you don't get the line by line 
analysis this time [I think he may have 
decided there is a God after all when I 
told him that, ha ha- ed], but for me the 
turning point of the album where 
S n.p,.n. is Face of Melinda, 

is soom as it hits 
guy I was when I recorded the first album. Of Ser“(ly Painted Death there's this big 
course I listen to new bands all the time but I have 
a specific taste in music. Welre not going to be 
Busta Rhymes on the next album. 
<laughs> That is actually very good to hear. 
Anyway, this album I think is the first one 
where your voice is excellent because it 
excellent voice, and not because of the way it 
used within the song. Up to this point it w: 
great when it was put in there, but this time. 
your voice is just strong. Would you agree with 
that assessment? [OK, I must have sounded 

drop and everything goes straight to hell, 
with the music reflecting that. 
Right. Face of Melinda is his first meeting 
with her after all these years. This is the 
first thyming track T've done. I dont know 
why, I just wanted to try it out. But shes 
move on with her life since he lef, and she 
tarted over and has a husband. During that 
meeting she's more or less agreed to come 
with him. The last line is My promise is 
made but my heart is thine Its not clear 

but they spend the night together. It isnt written 
anywhere but that's what I was thinking when I 
wrote it. For Serenity Painted Death, when he 
wakes up shes gone. All this time he's been 
hunted by the council that runs the place. Theyve 
suspected that its him, they didnt know at first 
because its 15 years later and they didn't 
recognize him. They also knew about his past with 
Melinda so they start to suspect her, that she's 
committing adultery. So she's gone, she's taken by 
the council and she's executed before his eyes. 
That's the metaphor for Serenity Painted Death. 
Obviously he loses his mind when he sees this 30 
it a battle between him and the outside world, 
which results in him being beaten down and 
shackled and being thrown in the dungeons. As I 
said it's not a good ending, you can figure it out 
from there, 
"The noose is tied, a murmur rolls through the 
erowd' in White Cluster. Yeah. Uplifting stufl! 
1 figured it was something like that, with the 
shit hitting the fan. In White Cluster you have 
that wild soloing in the middle, I know this is 
absolutely the wrong term but it sounds like 
Oriental or Middle Eastern tones, it's one of 
those things I think was missing from My Arms 
Your Hearse, but you have a lot of things like 
that in this one. That's just the one that sticks 
out now. 
I wanted to have crazy, crazy leads. The first lead. 
on Godhead's Lament is one of my favorites. Its 
like an evil clown coming out, diddly-doo diddly- 
doo diddly-doo I wrote that intentionally to be 
out of tune, to play two notes right next to each 
other. Really horrible if you know what I mean. 
I'm satisfied with the leads. 
The production is much brighter and clearer 

on this album. What went into the recording 
process this time? 
1 don't know! I donit say that much about the 
sound settings. We had Fredrik [Nordstrom] 
coming over, we recorded this album entirely by 
ounselves, we engineered it alone for six weeks! 
We recorded each other. But the recording levels 
were set by Fredrik. He set the guitar sounds and 
we recorded the thythm guitar four times and 
dubbed that. We didnit put much distortion on the 
guitar. But at the end of the day, aftr three more 
overdubs, it would be really heavy but still clean. 
My Arms Your Hearse's production was a bit 
muddy, people were complaining that they 
couldn' hear what we were playing in some partš. 
This is totally different in that you can hear 
everything but its still totally heavy. 
Last time it was almost as if you were 
recording in a cave, it was claustrophobic, a 
now you're out in a field or something. 
I wanted a clear sound because the riffs on this 
album are so fucking complicated that it has to be 
a clear sound to hear anything, This recording was 
the worst. Even though I wrote all the music I had 
some problems putting down the guitar parts 
Some of the rff, like the Morbid Angel riffs in 
Serenity Painted Death, the refrain, that riff is s0 
hard to play! You needed to have a cleaner sound 
to have everything coming in front. 
Considering you haven't played out in awhile, 
if this is more complicated, how is that going to 
play offlive? 
It wonit be a problem. We have to start rehearsing. 
Well have to rehearse for a long time. I've 
forgotten all of the old tracks. Tl have to listen to 
the albums and pick it out Ive forgotten 
everything! For the new material it wont be a 



problem. I don't write music I dorit play. Even if I 
have to work at it to play some riffs it's not a big 
problem. 
1 find myself comparing Still Life to My Arms 
Your Hearse more than 1 compare it to the 
earlier albums. It seems more laid back. Even 
the more violent elements are just building a 
‘mood instead of a Slayer type of attack. 
Its more heavy, instead of fast. 1 wanted the 
aggressive parts to be fucking insane, but is more 
laid back Its a more mellow album, but not 
mellow in the, how do I say this, I dont think 
we've lost the rough edge because we still have a 
lot of aggressive parts, but its not as fast as My 
Arms. 
More mellow in an extreme meti 
mellow in the mellow music sense? 
Yeah 
You have two songs, Benighted and Face of 
Melinda, with clean vocals all the way through?” 

Is there an all-acoustic, or all clean vocalled 
album on the horizon’ 
A lot of people ask me that. I don't know. I don't 
want to strain myself when I write. When I play 
guitar, I write all the riffs on an acoustic guitar. 
All the riffs. It would be hard if I was only 
supposed to write acoustic riffs. I don't want to 
limit myself from aggressive material. If it was 
that I only came up with acoustic material, then 
there could be an acoustic album. I dont want o 
plan ahead I just want to take the guitar down and 
start playing and see what comes out I started 
writing for the next album The riffs I've done, T've 
done some acoustic stuff but I've also done some 
RIPPING fucking death metal! Its pretty hard to 
say if we'll do an acoustic album. Maybe. 
There seems to be a different mindset between 
bands. There are plenty that don't mind doing 
concept albums, they want to go for a concept 
album, and there are other bands that 
purposefully stay aware from them thinking 
people won't get into the records if it's m 
concept album. Cradle of Filth's last one was 
plainly a concept album but they kept saying 
"No, it's not a concept album, we don't want to 
scare people away. 
Its always been looked upon as a very pretentious 
thing. I know what you mean. I don't see anything. 
wrong with doing a concept album. Its easier. 
You can get a flow getting the same feelings 
throughout the album. I like that red thread. It 
allows youto have a mood of a single niff or song, 
if you combine it with a lyric. It creates a feeling 
different than if they were separate tracks. Its 
always been a dream of mine ever since | heard 

sense, not 

the King Diamond albums or even The Wall [by 
some band that apparently sounds like 
Anathema- ed]. It allowed me to do something 
different. 

There are a lot of concept albums coming out 
right now. 
Yeah Thats boring! No, I'm not aware of new 
albums coming out. The only new albums I have 
are from labels I'm in contact with. They are 
usually promos so I don't know if it's a concept or 
not. There's one concept album I've heard of from 
a band called Metalium. About a boy into heavy 
metal It a funny story! 
T'll have to re-read that booklet! I didn't realize 
it was a concept album! It's not too well spelled 
out on the booklet I have! 
It about a boy who's a heavy metal fan and wants 

ight for heavy metal 
s m good album. You said you were 

developing new material. It's early, but I'm 
always wanting to know, when's the next album 
coming out? 
Its out in a couple weeks. <we laugh> No, we're 
‘going to book the studio for next summer and look 
to release something in early 2001 
How are the touring possibilities for this 
record? 
For the States we have nothing except the gig 
youre trying to set up. I met up with My Dying 
Bride in England this summer while they were 
recording their new album. They told me that they 
are doing a tour and they wanted Opeth to come 
with them. It might happen in January and 
February. Apparently they are huge Opeth fans! 
They knew everything about us! I dont know of 
anything outside of Europe. 
Have you made any progress in Japan? 
Not that I know of This album will be released 
through JVC. It not setled yet. We have had one 
album released in Japan, which was Morningrise. 
The Japanese are more into melodic vocal: 
We have gotten big interest from Japan. I've 
gotten interest from Guitar Player magazine and 
Burrm! We were in the independent charts for 
Morningrise. There is a demand there I think, but 
1 dontt know much about it 
What will the bonus track be? 
I dont know! Maybe a Sorskogen track. I dont 
like the idea of bonus tracks, especially on a 
concept album. You dorit want to ruin the feeling 
with a fucking bonus track! I cantt understand why 
they can' take what they've got. Why do they have 
to ask for more? It's very iitating! 
I heard that import records cost less than 
domestic over there so they want the domestic 

albums out first, with bonus tracks. I've bitten 
m couple times and gotten the Japanese version 
of things early only to find out the bonus track 
is a remix of a song already on there or 
something! 
For Morningrise there was no bonus track. But 
they like to overdo everything, have a big booklet. 
For Morningrise we had a reporter's story in 
Japanese, then the lyrics in English, then 
translated into Japanese. Imagine sitting down and 
translating lyries. What a fucking job! They like to 
do everything bigger and better than everything 
else. 
What § movies out there that you've liked 
would Opeth make good soundtrack music for? 
That one is hard! The Omen! Thats what 
everybody would say. The Shining. 
Did you see the horrible TV remake they did a 
couple of years ago? 
No. I dont want to see it 
No, you don't. <we laugh> 
Rosemary's Baby. Its all horror movies! Maybe 
some Dracula movie. The guy who plays Richard 
Channing on Falcon Crest. You know about that 
series? 
My mother used to watch it all the time. 
Thave a film from 1973 with Richard Channing in 
the leading role. The movie is called Night of 
Dark Shadows, its a real dark fucking scary 
movie. That one. Lets see. The first Nosferatu 
from 1922 
That is really weird to watch! 
Instead of the piano, like on the mute movies, how 
about Opeth! 
For old scary movies like that, a lot of them you 
look back on and kind of laugh. I wonder back 
then if they were really scary or just scary 
entertainment. 
1 think times just change. When I look back at 
movies I was scared of back when I was young, 
like the first Elm Street with Freddy Kreuger, 
when I first saw that I was terrified! But now I 
watch that and HA! The same with Friday the 
13th and those classic movies. Some movies like 
‘The Shining, Exorcist, The Omen still give me the 
creeps even though they're 20-30 years old. 
You haven't by any chance seen the Blair 
Witeh Project? 
I want to see that. I saw a documentary. I thought 
it was real! It was on Swedish television, like a 
‘commercial, about an hour long. I thought it was 
for reall I was fucking terrified! A.Rer I saw that I 
called Jonas up and asked him if that was for real. 
My apartment is really really small and I felt 
insecure in there! I was going to the bathroom 
[Everyone take a moment and visualize Mikael 

Akerfeldt sitting on the john. OK, thanks, back 
to the interview.- ed] thinking Now what's in 
there? Is it the fucking witch? I haven't scen the 
movie yet, it just came out in the theaters. I was 
totally intrigued when  saw it on the telly. After I 
saw it I didnt dare even look up their web page! I 
was too scared! I've watched horror movies all the 
time, and its very very rare that you'e actually 
scared. But what I saw scared shits out of me! 
What bands are there right now that you'd 
consider your contemporaries? 
T'm not in contact with that many bands anymore. 
Musically I dorit know. Katatonia maybe? But we 
have no similarities in the music. But they make 
‘music that I like. So many bands make music that 
I donit like. With Katatonia I understand exactly 
‘what they want to achieve. They make my kind of 
music 
Doesn't hurt that you did vocals on a couple of 
their CDs. 
No, of course not. 
There's not all that many bands that do that 
more progressive metal. It's really good, but 
you almost wish for a few Opeth clones to pop 
up here and there. 
I dont mind. I get so many letters from other 
bands asking for advice. One guy sent a tape and 
you could definitely hear the influence there. 
There are so many bands that are jealous of us for 
some reason. I just get the impression. Just 
attacking us. Like this guy from Solefald, I can 
tell he's not an Opeth fan, maybe they've read one 
of those interviews where I go completely insane. 
Tve been an asshole. I like to read it afterwards! 
T'm not an asshole, but its more fn reading Trey 
Azagthoth interviews than Cannibal Corpse, you 
know what I mean? Where people are totally big 
headed! Smaller, young bands that only have an 
album or two out are attacking Opeth 
Especially when you hear Opeth in their music! 
Thats what I méan! Like this Solefald guy, he 
must have been blown away when he first heard 
Orchid and is too big to admit it now! 
‘What hair care products do you use? 
Right now I'm using Wella conditioner and 
shampoo. Very very good. I've never gotten asked 
that before. 
Yet another milestone for music journ: 
What do you use? 
Tused to use VOS when I was buying my own 
hair care products. 
That's good! 
I have this friend that works in a children's 
hair [Kim will kill me if I don't mention her 
name, so here it is...| salon that gets me 
something now, I think it's Nexus that says is 
the best and she gets big discounts. 
My sister works at the most famous hairdresser's 
salon in Sweden, for 15 years or something, I can 
get stuff from her. Its Matrix. 
Yeaht 
Oh fuck! We're discussing hair products now! But 
she gives me things sometimes. Its pretty cool 
Let's see how this staff will fry my hair! 
You get scared, you know? I haven't cut my hair 
in 5 years, not even topping it out, but its long and 
that's all I care about. When its moisty outside my 
hair is *poof*, like Yngwie Malmsteen! 
I had to let my hair grow out because if it's 
short, I have an afro! 
Coolt 
Even now, if it's damp outside, by the end of 
the day my hair is twice as big as my head! 
‘Thats nice. It's like a microphone haircut! Anders, 
our old drummer, is from Brazil. His hair didn't 
get long it got big! You don't want him in front of 
you in the movie theater. You get birds building 
nests in his hair! 
<1 am completely losing it at this point> That's 

got, I want to thank you very much for 
your time. Good luck to you, I hope you sell 
‘millions and millions of records, I hope you 
make so much money that you, uh, I don't 
know, you get rich. 
1 got offered a job today! I was meeting up with 
Peter giving him the finished albums, I know the 
guy who works in the best record store in 
Stockholm. He offered me a job on Saturdays. I 
think T'm going to start working there soon. Im 
not going to take any money, just CDs. It's a cool 
job. Its my dream come true! Tve always wanted 
to work in a record store. 
www.opeth com 
www .peaceville.com 



own 

Probably the best folk metal band out right now 
out of Scandinavia has to be Otyg. 1'd go on about 
description and all that, but we cover that pretty 
well in the feature, so Ill just say check out 
Otyg's Sagovendars Boning on Napalm Records 
and enjoy reading what mainman Vintersorg has 
40 say about Otyg as well as his other band 
mamed, oddly enough, Vintersorg. 
First off, can you go through the boring 
biographical bulishit as far as your background 
in music, forming Vintersorg and Otyg, and 
how you got to where you are now? Any oth 
projects you have going? 
Well, Otyg was founded in 1995 by me and two 
other guys who had played death/black metal for 
many years, but as we felt that we didn't make 
any progress we decided to retum to our northem 
roots. We all hailed folk music so we decided to 
follow that path, just reflecting it through our 
metal souls. We wanted to do the whole thing so 
folk instruments were necessary as well as the 
mormal line-wp. After finding suitable members 
we recorded three demos and then we signed to 
Napalm where we've now released two albums, 
Alvefard and Sagovindars Boning. Vintersorg 
started out in 1994 with the idea to bring new 
elements into black metal such as "elean" vocals, 
heavy riffing and acoustic guitar. Now [I've 
released one MCD Hedniskiyiartad a full CD Till 

Son. 
Your records are being released in the US noy 
Do you find that odd? In the extreme metal 
underground there is an awareness of your 
work (funny since your music 
extreme) but Napalm Records is growing 
steadily in the States. How do you think you'll 
be to do in the US and how do you think In Oty I write about our folklore with its mystical 

beings and obscure phenomena, such as trolls, 
So far the reactions have been good all over the elves, huldran and so on. In Vintersorg I praise the 
1an American can best relate to your work? 

Fyalls and now the upcoming CD Odemarkens world. There's even an Otyg cover band in 
Mexico, I don't think the language is so important 
It's a matter 0f composing good melodies, so 
hopefully the Americans can enjoy it as well. 
Aside from the di 

things in both Otyg and Vintersorg. Wi 
subtleties am I missing in the subject matter? 

fulfillment of mother nature. I write the lyrics as 
thyming poems in an old tongue. 
What is with the frequent jews harp, not only 
in Otyg but in folk metal in general 

, It's just a brillient and magical sound in that 
m't Very you seem to write about the same sorts of particular instrument that I really like, 50 it's a 

good compliment to the rest. It is used a lot in 
Scandinavian folk music, but I think you ind it in 
every country. 
I had a few Swedish people look over your 
songtitles to translate them but they had 
trouble, and came up with quite different 
interpretations from each other. One said you 
write in a very old form of Swedish. Do you 
write to be 'difficult', shall we say? How does 
this relate to your concepts in the bands? 
I write in an old tongue because it is much more 
beautiful and poetic than the moder Swedish, and 
itis like a statement of my despise towards the 
society of today. I don't like it but I've got to cape 
with it in some ways. 
Are your albums true concept albums with 
storylines running through them? 
No, they are not a story which starts on track one 
and ends on the last one, but the topics of the 
stories have quite a connetion. I tried to write 
totally concept lyries but it was very hard to get it 
right, 50 T've decided not to 
Surely you're aware of the incredible amount 
of 'true metal’ records coming out lately. Many 
of them (especially from Italy!) have the theme 
of elves and forests, etc. How would you say 
your own concepts are different from such high 
Tantasy writing? 
1 think they are just writing stories right out of 
their minds. But ' ve studied the folklore for about 
7 years and have also been told stories from my 
forefathers, just like in old times when the tales 
went from father to son. I don't judge the other 
bands, its up to them to write about what they 
want. 
Performing in old Swedish must be a negative 
as far as sales. How has your relationship been 

with Napalm? Have they pressured you to 
‘write anything more accessible lyric-wise? 
Napalm have given me my artstic freedom. They 
don't interfere with my composing and writing. 
This is the way I am 50 people have to accept it I 
know that I may sell more albums if I wrote in 
english, but I write for the heart, not for the wallet. 
How would you describe your current fan- 
base? 
We have lots of different fans, from black metal 
guys to ‘ordinary’ people. I don't see it as a 
problem. I think it unites people. 
You have a webpage for Vintersorg and one in 
development for Otyg. Obviously it's good for 
promotion, but do you see any real conflict 
promoting material which is 'old' in feel with 
the cutting edge of technology? 
I don't see a paradox in it Through the net I can 
spread my message to a lot more people. My 
mission is to involve people out of their slumber 
and start caring about the nature and history. The 
history is aguide to the future. 
While we're on the old vs. new, what do you 
think of artists such Hagalaz Runedance 
allowing techno remixes of their decidedly old- 
world flavored music? 
Well, it's up to yourself to decide when you're 
destroyng the old music and when youre 
preserving it 
I understand you're becoming an in-demand 
artist in Sweden. I was told you've appeared in 
mainstream media features due to your music? 
I don't give a fuck if it's mainstream or not. As 
long as i find the ethics of the particular 'zine in 
my taste I think it's alright 
‘The Holy Diver cover on Sagovindar's Boning 
is brilliant! I have a few questions relating to 
this... what are your op 
era Sabbath? Why this pai 
How come this isn't on the Dio tribute i 
of that Holy Mother version? 
The best Sabbath song was done with Ozzy in my 
opinion. I love Dio's music so I thought it would 
be a nice thing o do, it's no deeper meaning with 
it. We've never been asked to be on the tribute, 
so. 
T'd like to get your comments on several bands 
which I think have elements in common with 
your work... 
Ulver-One of my fave bands, Bergtart s brilliant 
Mithotyn- A good band, and I know them 
personally as well. Cool guys. 
Storm- They did metalized old folk songs. We 
write them ourselves. But the Nordavind CD is 
good 
Skyelad- Cool stuf, a great violinist 
Borknagar- They've released three killer albums, 
Empyrium- Emotional and great. 
Enslaved- A bit too fast for my taste. 
Falkenbach- Good viking metal 

ted to ask you how you learned to 

By kicking everybody in the ass! Hahaha. nah 
T'm a friendly man. 
And with that, I'll wrap this up. Anything 
you'd like to say to the American audience? 
Check out all Otyg releases and Vintersorg as 
well. The new Vintersorg album is out. Cheers 
brothers and sisters..... over and out. 
come tolotyg 
www napalmrecords com 



Yes, this is an Italian power metal band. And yes, 
the singer is a woman. Well, you need to keep 
reading anyway. This is differént. Very different. 
Power Symphony is not one of these happy rah 
rah types of Italian metal bands, and Metal 
Goddess Michela D'Orlando is not your pretty 
prissy singer type. No. This band is dark, this 
band is heavy, and those vocals are metal! I found 
their debut CD Evillot in some back alley 0f some 
internet catalog, Yeah, it's on a VERY obscure 
label, but now they ve signed to Pavement. I sent 
these guestions off to Michela before they 
recorded the follow up album, Lightbringer, and 
she answered after they were done. I have her 
email address and you don't, so nyah! But this 
isn't just some Jim's salivating over some gallopy 
female fronted band again.' It isn't, and when the 
‘new album hits, you'll come back to this. You will 
hear plenty more on this band. Promise. 
The Italian scene is certainly starting to gain 
some worldwide recognition. However, the 
bands who first got the worldwide deals I do 
believe were Lacuna Coil, then Labyrint 
and here you are playing heavy metal wi 

not to mention the success 0f 
that. Are you worried about 

to stand out (because, sadly, it's always the 
music which counts least in these sorts of 
matters)? 
We are usually considered a power-gothic band. I 
don't think anybody really listening to our music 
can mistake us for any Rhapsody or Lacuna Coil, 
those bands are so different from us! We never 
tried to fit into any trend, but you know, there is 
always somebody somewhere that will put you 
into one...It happens when you make records! I 
don't think that the music really counts that litle, 
but those not interested in the music can always 
take a look at the pictures. .I've got something 
worth checking out for them too hahal 
You've been around a long, long while. Why 
did it take 50 long 1o get a demo together and 
start trying to get a record deal? How old are 
the songs on Evillor? What happened to 
material you've put together before that? 
Well, I've’ been knowing Marco Cecconi, our 
guitar player, for 8 years but Power Symphony is 
actually a few years old band. The only material 
we put together before Evillot is a 5 treks demo 
tape we did in '95, which was reviewed very 
positively by the magazines. “Infemo Suite” on 
Evillot is the new version of one of those 5 songs 
called “Infemo”, and it's surprising how many 
people are still asking us to do something like that 
with other songs from that demo tape. It may be, 
but you know, as you go on and grow as a 
musician you write new songs and you just look 
forward. 
What is Northwind Records? How does a new 
company afford to put together such a first 
class digipak like that? 

very important to us. Pavement Music also started 
Pavement Europe and they have good plans for 
our promotion...I can tell you so far we are really 
satisfied. 
Obviously with your image and approach 
you're not the urban hip hop sąuad that's the 
popular trend in metal these days. Can you talk 
about your influences as far as bands, movies, 
authors, and artists for a bit, and how that 
relates to what you do in the band? 
Everybody into Power Symphony has a different 
‘metal background. Probabily I've been influenced 
a lot by Malmsteen's first works (with great Jeff 
Scott Soto doing vocals) and by Candlemass 
(Messiah Marcolin rules!). T used to listen to a lot 
of Iron Maiden, Judas Priest, old Helloween and 
Sanctuary as well Now I listen to lot of 
Nevermore (for me Warrel Dane is just the best 
male vocalist around!) and Blind Guardian as 
well  The others have diffient backgrounds 
Marco used to be a lot into thresh metal music but 
also into Ozzy and Iron, and now into Nevermore, 

. Children Of Bodom, Fear Factory; our keyboard 
player Marco Volpe is most into melodic metal, 
though our bass player Fabio and our new 
drummer Lino have a death and brutal 
background. I read lot of stuff: I'm  fantasy freak 
and I love Tolkien and Marion Zimmer Bradley. 
T'm also into Anne Rise’s books about vampires, 
into horror books and into epic poems as well. On 
TV I love star trek and on the big screen I like the 
Star Wars saga, English movies like Excalibur, 
and some science-fiction like Alien and its sequels 
(except the third one that sucks!). I also like horror 
movies... I really like things which are as far from 
reality as possible and they're often the source of 
my inspiration for song writing. 
The Luis Royo cover is striking, to say the 
least... I'm assuming it wasn't a custom job 
specifically for you, so how did you think to use 
this work as the cover? I know Europe is a lot 
less tightassed about this kind of thing (that 
cover would probably not be allowed on most 

je US), but have you had any 
from that? 1 like it, 

As you said, Northwind Record is a new label, but $ 
though small it never lacked the will to do a good 
job. Of course they couldn’t afford a big 
promotion or putting us on tour. | know they are 
growing and signing new bands. 
How are sales for Evillot? I suppose getting the 
Nuclear Blast distribution never hurts... 
Yes, it never hurts, but you know they're so busy 
with their bands... Well, 5o far so good about sales 
in Europe and beyond our expectations in Italy, so 
‘we're very happy about that! 
While signing to Pavement does give you access 
to the world's largest consumer market, it's 
hardly the world's biggest METAL market, 
and the only ‘true/power’ metal band they've 
dealt with is Metalium... do you think they can 
properly promote a band such as yours? What 
was your thinking signing to this label as 
opposed to something closer to home? 
This time we had offers from different labels and 
choosing it's been REALLY hard! Labels like 
Spinefarm and Century Media were interested in 
us, but Pavement offered us the best contract and 
we know they really believe in our music, that's 

As far as 1 know we didn't have any problem with 
the cover. It really wouldn't be allowed on most 
store shelves in the US? I can't believe it... At first 
it was Northwind's idea to have a Luis Royo's 
picture for the cover and we choose that one 
because it was just perfect! Fits with me and with 
the titletrek: the girl is a red haired warrior with 
sinister sexual tastes...Like me (...cops!) and like 
Evillot, who is the character the title trek is about. 
ince you're a band it would probably be nice 

to talk about the music some, right? Can yc 
describe the process you guys go through in 
putting together  a sony 
We don't have a standard process. I usually come 
‘up with a melody and some lyrics and Marco start 
putting guitar riffs and arranging the music, then 
we try the song with the rest of the band and 
everybody is free to contribute. Some times Marco 
write the music first and then I work on the 
melody and lyrics. On the new record I wrote the 
guitar part of an acoustic song myself and Marco 
composed a beautiful instrumental. Tt depends, 
but usually Marco takes care of the music though 
melody and lyrics are always up to me. 
OK, I have to ask, what was the purpose of the 
"hidden' track with all the feedback and all at 
the end of Evillof? 
To scare the hell out of you'!® 
Your music has a very dark aura, definitely the 
opposite 0f a Labyrinth or Rhapsody. Let's say 

Hey, an instrumental version of Power Symphony 
simply wouldn't be Power Symphony! I mean the 
lyries are strictly connected o the music I always 
write melody and music together, not one first or 
the other. Into our music vocals are big part of that 
dark aura. Mental images? Mmm... Your dark 
unknown sides shaping and taking over, whatever 
they may look like. 
The lyries go perfectly with the music (as they 
should, | right!), and there is a theme 
throughtout Evillot. Will the lyrical subjects be 
expanded in the future, or is the dark-fantasy 

theme going to be 
what your band is 
based around? 
Well, the dark 
fantasy theme it's 
more what 1 am 
about, l's my way 
to put myself into 
music and lyrics, so 
It will probably 
always be there, but 
I am expanding its 
borders a lot. To 
me, Fantasy means 
a lot more then just 
battles and warriors 
and you can really 
hear that on the new 
record. Evil is more 

 You tell me which 
one of each pair 
you prefer: 

i Ouzy or Dio 
Ozzy 
Black Sabbath or 

Rob Halford or 

Ripper Owens 
Rob Halford 
‘HammerFall or Nocturnal Rites 
Don't really know. 
Ritehie Blackmore or Yngwie 
Malmsteen 
Malmsteen 
Manowar or Mercyful Fate 
Manowar 

WASP or GWAR 
WASP 
The Gathering or Nightwish 
Nightwish 
Century Media or Nuclear Blast 
Have to skip this onel!! 
Rage or Grave Digger 
Rage 
Primal Fear or Gamma Ray 
Gamma Ray 
Hey, I like this game! 
Your website is well thought d 
maintained. How has the web helped you as far 
as reaching your fans and expanding your 
fanbase? What do you think about the web's 
potential to eliminate the need for record 
labels and let bands market directly to the 
fans? 
Being on a small label with Evillot, the web has 
been our primary way to reach people, get the 
band be noticed and get in contact with o fans. It 
is a great instrument, 1 don't think we could be 
able to do without it anymore! Anyway I don't 
think the web is gonna substitute the label's job. 
Labels need good bands but bands also need good 
Iabels! I can't speak for every band, of course, but 
we Power Symphony are musicians and we are 
mot interested into business work Business is 
Iabel's job...I can't imagine myself looking after 
distribution, sales and this kind of stuff I can just 
write songs and sing them, I have my limits...© 
You go into the studio very soon to record your 
second album. What can you tell us about it? 
How will it be different than Evillot? 
Well, the record is done. It's called Light Bringer 

and it will be released in March in Europe and in 
April in the US. Seempieces (Death, Iced Earth, 
Nevermore) is doing the art work this time. We 
are really happy about this record! Everybody 
involved worked really hard for this, Joey Vera 
did a great job and we had a wonderful time in the 
studio. Light Bringer is darker and heavier then 
Evillot but still melodic. Lyrically I expanded the 
fantasy themes to (well.versus) sacred subjects 
and lot of my personal feelings. Mmm... The 
songs are shorter! 
Joey Vera will be producing... he'll give you a 
better sound, for sure, but at the same time I'm 
not a very big Joey Vera fan (I thought his 
production on the new Engine album was 
kinda sterile).. how much power is the 
producer going to have in the studio and do 
you think you'l successfully capture the more 
Vibrant  aspects  of your  music? 
Joey is really great! It never came to a matter of 
“power” with him. Everybody was really into the 
right vibe of cooperation and things just worked 
out fine. Actually he worked hard to put what 
Power Symphony is about on the CD and we are 
fally satisfied with the result. Personally, he's 
been an angel to me: each day before the singing 
session he used to make some hot tea with his 
hands for me and he filled the singing room with 
candles to get me in the right mood and many 
many other things... e was a bit shaken when he 
found out I record vocals naked (Belive me, it 
really works!) but he immediately regained his 
professional attitude saying “No problem, I can't 
see you below you wait!” 
Pavement's brought Vader over from Poland a 
few times... has a US tour been part of your 
discussions with them? 
No plans have been set for a US tour at the 
moment, but I think the chance is not so far. I 
know Pavement is probably bringing s there for 
some interviews afer the CD is released. For sure 
we'll be touring across Europe after the record is 
out, in April or in the summer. 
Any Tins words? 
A message for all our fans in the US: We thank 
you for your support, your mailing and e-mailing 
us and watch out for Light Bringer because we 
Teally put our souls in it 
www powersymphony com 
Www pavementmusic. com 



Judging by the sales figures Century Media had 
when they licensed 2 of Skyclad's records, most of 
you don't know about this band. Hey, America, 
'BITE ME! Anyway. You should. You need to. 
This band has a history that goes futher 
than their 1990 debut date. Martin Walkyier 
was a member of the mighty Sabbat with 
Andy Sneap. Graeme English and Steve 
Ramsey were in Satan (later called Pariah). This 
band is folk metal excellence. It all 
started here. I haven't seen anything 
on their latest, Vintage Whine. And 
Massacre isn't very good at 
promoting outside central Europe, as we'll get Steve Ramsey who were in 
into. Well, Skyclad were in between deals and I time, it used to be called 
wanted this interview to happen. I tracked down years ago. They were good friends. They weren't 
Martin Walkyier and I made the transatlantic doing much at the time and one day we were in a 
telephone call (oh gawd the expensel) one brisk pub and Steve says to me 'Do you want to get a 
morning for a very nice talk with a very, very nice band together? Do you fancy doing some musie?" 
man. He's cool, the band is cool, and you need to That's how that all started. We did demos on a 4 
check them out track, a very cheap thing. We recorded 4 songs on 
So apart from the hangovers, how are you that and it sounded really good. We got a deal 
doing today? ‘with Noise from that. 
Very very well, thank you! We're quite busy with Is that the same Satan that Blind Guardian 
the band at the moment. We're writing new covered on Somewhere Far Beyond? 
‘material and we're just about to sign a deal with I believe it is. Which song did they cover? 
Nuclear Blast in a couple of weeks. Most of the Trial By Fire. 
summer we've been writing new songs and I didn't know they'd actually done that on record! 
looking for the right deal. The thing for us, we've That's amazing! I wonder if Graeme and Steve 
never been to the States, we've never been to know that as well. 
Japan. Unfortunately, a lot of that has had to do It's weird that Blind Guardian has all the folky 
with the labels we've been on in the past We've elements in their music and then where the 
never received any promotion in the past so part Satan guys ende 
of the stipulations in the contract is whoever we They're very nice guys, Blind Guardian. We've 
sign with has to promote us in places like that. I had the chance to tour with them a couple of times 
look forward to getting out in America, I think it in Germany. Very nice. We did a Christmas 
‘would be really good. festival with Blind Guardian, Saxon, and some 
Nuclear Blast just got Savatage too. other guys. They played that and got Steve and 
Theard about that. Excellent band. Graeme up and then got Georgina, our violin 
A couple years ago they were just this death player, up with them for a song. 
and black metal label. Thank you for clearing up how to say Sabbat. 
1 remember when they first started. Al the stuff (SAB-bat) How do you say your last name, by 
they put out was totally death metal, wasn't it? the way? 
They've done really good for themselves. 
1 have over the years never read that much 
about your band. The only features I've ever 
seen have been the Terrorizer feature a couple 
‘months ago... 
You sce, we don't get that much press in the UK. 
That was the first UK interview that I've done for 
4 years. The scene in England is very strange. 
Everyone seems to be into bands like Kom and 
Marilyn Manson and Coal Chamber. A lot of the 
stuff that is big in mainland Europe doesn't get 
covered over here, which is quite a shame. Our 

I think it's Walkyier. (walk-EE-er). I think that's 
how you say it. I'm not sure. My mum and dad are 
trying to trace where the family name comes from, 
we think it's from Poland or Austria The 
Walkyiers all fled here about 200 years ago and 
ended up on the Isle of Wight, which is a little 
island off the south coast of England. About 100 
years ago the place was full of Walkyiers, but not 
anymore. There's not many of us around 
1 came in on Skyclad when Century Media 
released Irrational Anthems, and I've gone back 
as far as Prince 0f the Poverty Line. I'm 

main market is mainland Europe and that's where wondering how the sound was before .that, 
we've been for the past 10 years. Touring around because it seems to be heavier the farther back 
there, really. There's a lot of nice countries in the you go. 
world we'd like to get out o and visit, it would be On our first album we didn't have a clue as to 
nice to actually have the chance to do that what we were doing. I was working together with 
1 can totally sympathize with you. Over here Graeme and Steve and we wanted to do something 
it Korn, it's all Limp Bizkit. It's different I had just lefl Sabbat which was a very 
depressing secing some bands tour and 50-100 thrashy sort of band. ParialySatan was very speed 
people show up and these are the big bands in metal and power metal. We just pulled an album 
the underground! together tryng to write the best music we could 

things, 

different instruments. On the new 

heavy guitars and a violin We're far too 
disorganized to have a plan. We don't even know 
‘what the next album will be like. I think it will be 
heavy though We plan with Nuclear Blast 
because I think they will invest quite a bit of 
money in us. We're going to release heavy albums 
and then do a side project that will be totally 
acoustic. Maybe 2 versions of the same album. 
We're not sure yet. We've experimented guite a 
lot We're a strange band because we have s0 
‘many different fans. We've got the guys who are 
15, 16 years old totally into death metal, those 
guys at the front. You've got hippie, crusty guys 
with dreadlocks, punks, you get goths, bikers. Tho 
youngest fan we have is a German lad, he was S, 
he came up to me and said 'Martin, you're my 
favorite singer!” He made me a cake and brought 
me some flowers. And then we get people, they 
‘must be in their 70s, bringing their children along 
It's definitely a family affair 
What do the sales figures look like? 
We're not sure with the new one at the minute, but 
T'd say at the average, around 50,000 Some of 
them have done less than that The Oui Avant 
Garde A Chance album did about 35,000, That 
was sort of an in between album. Usually about 
50, I think if we could break into the States and 
Japan, if we could do 10,000 sales in the States 
and 10,000 in Japan, that could make a big 
difference to a band like us. Yet we've not been 
given a chance to do that lt's a shame. We get a 
lot of letters from the States. People appreciate 
‘what we're trying to do. The music business is just 
like any other business. It doesn't matter if you 
make the best kind of apple pie in the world. 
Unless it's advertised on TV, nobody will buy it 
and no one will try it. That's the situation we've 
been in. The people who have discovered Skyclad 
are the people who have wanted to. They've 
hunied out a band that was totally different from 
what's out there. 1t would be good to get that 
across to a bigger market. 
What was the deal with Century Media 
licensing the two records? 
I don't know anything about ihat. We weren't sure 
what was happening because Massacre didn't 
keep us informed on that side. Massacre Records, 
because they didn't have any distribution in the 
States, did a deal with Century Media but I don't 
know beyond that. It all fell through I think, the 

stations aren't so what chance have you got? No 
chance. 

Massacre does pretty well in Europe, but 
they don't send things to many people in the 
US. There are smaller labels out there that do 

10,000 sales worldwide on their big releases 

‘mentioned to Nuclear Blast what we want to 
do and they're with us on that. A band like 

Skyclad, with the traditional influence we've 
got, we're quirky and eccentric enough. American 
friends I've got say that Americans are interesting 

Parish at the album we thought it was time to go back to the in things British, the history, things like that. It 
Satan  many roots a lttle bit and just do an album that was two would be quite interesting to see what a band like 

Skyclad could do out there. 
Your sound, it's not something the metalheads 
are going to shuck off, unless they get all tough 
guy about some of the sensitive Iyrics... 
‘We don't bother with things like that. I don't keep 
a diary, my lyrics are my diary. I write what 
comes out of my heart. A lot of people think it's 
cool to sing about mass murderers and wars, and, 
well, we kind of do but we look at it from another 
angle but we sing about other things as well. We 
don't see the point in writing pages of lyries about 
cutting people up. We're not death metal, we're 
life metal! There's a lot more positive things we 
have to say. If you're making a CD, if you're 
involved in any sort of media youre 
communicating with young people. What's the 
point of some of the lyrics bands write? I don't 
understand it! Maybe I'm just old fashioned. 
1 agree with you 100%. It drives me nuts when 
there’s a great band, of whatever style, and 
they have these throwaway lyrics. You call 
them on it, and ask the fans what they are 
getting from this, and they respond that it's 
just all about the music. 
Young people are very impressionable and people 
are influnced by this. All these bands with the 
faces painted white and the vampire teeth, some of 
them are quite good and there is a place for that 
kind of music, but a trend comes along and 
everyone jumps on that bandwagon. Now you 
have a million bands out of Scandinavia that all 
look the same. They might as well all be the same 
band A lot of them are good musicians but. 
1 started reading at a real early age and I love 
‘well put toether words... 
Words are brilliant things! You can paint a 
pieture, you can convey emotions. To just write 
throwaway lyries, I couldn’t do it! T'd be letting 
myself down, and letting the fans of the band 
down. All I'm tying to do, my ambition is for 
someone to look back after 100, 200 years and 
read my lyrics and know I actually had something 
to say. That's a litle bit of immortality, isn't it? 
T'd like to think I wrote something positive and 
contributed in a small way to making the world a 
better place. Rather than ‘We are vampires and we 
will rip your throat out’, you know? 
Does your fanbase get your lyrics 
considering English isn't their first language? 
A surprising number of them do. When we play in 

Albdifferent types of music should be able to live We thought to bring a session player in to do 
side by side, you know? That's the way it should fiddle, and a friend of ours to do piccolo. Kind of 
work. But the trend bands get all the attention and get the folk element in there, but we didn't quite 
all the press coverage in the magazines. People didn't know what we were doing We're happy 
who are doing something different, trying to do with the way that album tumed out but over the 
unique music or develop a new style seem o get next 10 years we've progressed, we've leamed to 
totally forgotten about There's room for write songs and play together as musicians. The 
everything to exist together. That's the way it thing with Skyclad is we've done 10 CDs now and 
works in Europe, but not in the UK and obviously they're all very different. Some people prefer the 
notin the States as well. carly stuff, some people prefer the later stuff. It's 
Can you go into your personal history getting very hard to please everyone all the time. For us 
into music? as musicians to keep going for that long. we have 
Oh let me think. That's a very very long time ago, to keep it fresh and keep that originality there. It's 
thatis! 1 always wanted to be an actor when I was very important that your style changes and we 
in school. How I ended up in a band I do not were very fortunate to get Georgina as a violin 
know. I started playing guitar, and I played guitar player. She's had quite a large effect on the sound 
very badly when I was a kid. Very badly. I ended because she's such a good musician. It's enabled 
up as a singer one day because we were jamming us to be folkier and try to do. unique. 
and I started singing and everybody said "You've Yesterday, I played all the Skyclad CDs, one 
got a horrible voice. You're the singer now!” And after the other, all the way through... 
that's how I ended up doing that. I realized I Did you talk to yourself? Feeling in a masochistic 
couldn't acually sing and play guitar at the same mood? 
time because that was too complicated. I ended up ...while a lot of the sounds are different, it's 
just singing and writing lyrics. I've always writen still Skyclad all the way. 
poetry and stories from when I was a kid. I just When you go into the studio we don't have a plan. 
Tollowed on to do that with a band. I was in a band We don't think we're going to make this one more 
at school with school friends called Hydra We commercial sounding or tum the guitars up. We 
were terrible! We sort of became Sabbat. That sort do what we feel like at the time and when we go 
of clicked into place over a couple of years. I left. into the studio we don't have a plan. We're far too 
Sabbat in 1989. 1 couldn't see much of a future for disorganized for that. The last couple of albums 
me in that band. T'd known Graeme English and we were experimenting with the folk side of 

last album wasn't released there. places like Italy where people have leamed all 
The last two haven't been, The Answer yourlyrics... We did the Gods of Metal festival in 
Machine? wasn't released here either. Did they Milan. That was an amazing experience. We did a 
do press for that? whole weekend traveling around in a minibus with 
‘They didn't. The only American press I've done is no hotel because Massacre wouldn't give us any 
what I've sought out myself 1 did one a couple of budget, and the very last show we did was 25,000 
months ago... do you know a guy called Mike people at this Gods of Metal festival. We played 
Coles, from The Outcast? I did a nice interview in ltaly a couple of times before but we had no 
with him, and I've received 3 or 4 emails in the idea what the response would be. These kids just 
last couple of days. Guys from the States who went ape, it was absolutely brilliant! These people 
want to do interviews. I've done some Australian were singing along with songs off of Vintage 
interviews as well, What happened is I became Whine, a brand new album. They knew the lyrics 
that disillusioned with the job Massacre was doingbetter than pecple here in Britain. 
promoting the band that I took that on myself and How does that make you feel that the people 
went out and found people to be interested in who could appreciate what you're saying more 
interviewing us. The to that was aren'tinto it? 
amazing, and I wonder why Massacre couldn't I won't say that's Massacre's fault because the 
have done that. It wasn't a great deal of work to scene right now sucks. Its really quite bad at the 
send some guy a CD and a nice letter. In the UK minute. Unfortunately the press... I have good 
the scene is terrible. I've sent copies of Vintage friends that work for these magazines and they say 
Whine out and people have said *Martin, I haven't they'll give Skyclad whatever coverage they can. 
heard from you in years! I thought Skyclad had But it's obvious they're limited by their market. 
split up! The new album's brilliant!’ Well we've Kerrang! ‘which used to be absolutely 
always been here. I've had to get ahold of the last brilliant, 1980 is now Year Zero. Anyone bom 
four albums to send to this journalist who I before 1980 doesn't exist to them anymore. That 
haven't seen in the past 4 or $ years. He had no means they don't write or put anything on bands 
idea what we'd been doing. What kind of record that would be of interest to anyone older than 20 
company allows that? These are top magazines in years old. What kind of attitude is that? Their 
Britain! If people like that aren't receiving the Sales, they've gone weekly, the sales have 
CDs, then the fanzines aren’t and the radio dropped from 60,000 to 15,000 I heard. I don't 

know how true that is, but obviously something's 



wrong! They won't put Skyclad in there because Are you ever worried that you have this heavy, they're altemative and punky but if you we're old people's music or something I have no trademark for being clever with the wordplay, like Skyclad you'll like them. idea. If sales have dropped by vast amounts like and it will be time for an album and you're just You said you do the lyrics after the music's that something's wrong, they need to change. It's mot as clever? done? a erying shame. Some of the bands that get a lot of I don't know. I wouldn't say it's clever, really. It can work different ways. I've got a few lyrics press unfortunately at the end of the day have Words are great things because you can twist them lying around waiting for the right song to come nothing to say. I fully understand the music around and play jokes with them. T've got about along. It all depends on the track. T've become a business and the way it works and it's just a 50 tiles for the new album all written down. I bit more involved in the writing 0f the songs and shame, to be honest. If you believe in what you're could be sitting on a bus, or brushing my teeth, or the melodies and things like that. I've leamed doing, it's an absolute nightmare. People like making a cup of tea, anything, and a lyric will what a melody is afer all these years! I really yourself and the people I speak to that do self come out. I always write down a title or an idea I enjoy getting a tape of music and sticking it on financed fanzines and radio shows, to my way of have because I have a memory like a sieve. I late at night and seeing what that makes me think thinking you people are the stars. If it weren't for forget things. T've never had writer's block, touch of and want to write. Tl write a lyric and send it people like you Skyclad wouldn't have an outlet wood. It was quite difficult to get some of the offto the guys, they live in Newcastle and I live in for getting press. lyries to actually come out. Vintage Whine, those Nottingham, we meet up quite a lot, and it will How aware are you about how influential both weren't written to be Skyclad lyrics. Those were depend. lt's all very different Sabbat and Skyclad have been to new bands? ~ songs I'd written over the last 2 years to be Let me interrupt your train of thought here, 1 sce that when I see bands that are around. We therapy for me because of emotional bullshit. 1 I'm looking through the Vintage Whine booklet rarely get credit for that. There's a whole thing went out with the daughter of Satan for about 6 right now and the artwork is brilliant. happening in Germany the past 3-4 years where months. She tried to break my nose and things like That's a very nice man called Duncan Storr, our there's a trend called folk metal. I don't know if that It was an experience! I wrote all these things artist. He's going to be doing a page on our you've heard of In Extremo, Subway to Sally, down and it came time to get lyrics and get music website. Basically the budget the record company there's a hell of a lot. A whole kind of trend and I together for the new album. I tried to write lyrics offered for the artwork on the last album would think we've had a hand in that. The thing is a lot 
ofthese bands sing in German. 
Metal released the In Extremo alb 
over here. 
It's really good. 
There wasn’t much press over here, I actually 
tried to get an interview and was told they 
don't speak English too wel 
They don't speak English at alll We played 
‘Wacken with them in Hamburg earlier in the year. 
There was a Japanese gil there that wanted to do 
an interview with them and I was the interpreter 
She spoke English but no German and they don't 
speak English You definitely don't want to 
interview them, you wouldn't get & lot out of 
them! 
What do you think of the kind of work Andy 
Sneap is doing these days? 
It's very good, very heavy. I don't know if you've 
heard a band called Kill II This? 
I've heard the name. 
They're a British band, they're very new and 
trendy sounding, but it's very good and the 
production’s amazing! I've actually had a chat 
with Andy and there’s a possibility he might work. 
with Skyclad in the fiture. IU's an idea we've 
toyed with 
He's definitely a good producer. 
Verygood. 
But the problem from my perspective is he's 
been working with the trendier bands. 
I don't know if Andy’s style would work with a 
band like Skyclad. A lot of the drum sound s are 
very sampled and that wouldn't work for Skyclad. 
We're a bit traditiorialists when it comes to that 
We like real instruments and real sounds and not 
100 many samples going on. Andy's sound is very 
clicky and punchy and modem. It would be 
interesting to work with him. I don't know what 
he thinks of that. He said "Eeeehhhh, maybe * 
The only pictures I've ever seen of him are 
from 1989, and I have a fecling he's cu 
hair, has tons of piercings and lots of tattoos. 
Oh no, he's exactly the same. Just older. He still 
has the long hair, it's gone a bit thin like mine. It's 
still there. Nice guy, Andy. Temble to be in a 
band with. We didn't get on when we were in the 
band together but when I don't have to work with 
him he's great! 
The one thing I want to dig into, because it's 
the focal point of Skyclad to me, is the lyrics. 
To a lot of people, me included, you are the best 
lyricist in heavy metal. 
Well thank you very much. I try my best. It's my. 
way of expressing myself. I realized a very long 
time ago that | wasn't cut out to play an 
instrument. I'm the most unmusical singer in the 
‘whole world and it's only after being in bands for 
15,16, 17 years that I have a clue about what's in 
tune and what isn't I sort of occasionally think of 
a harmony and think ‘Wow, that's a bit clever.” I 
do words, that's my thing from when I was a lttle 
kid T've always enjoyed writing and telling stories 
and showing off and doing plays. I wanted to be 
an actor, but it all went a bit wrong! All 'm doing. 
is writing about things around me. People I meet, 
things that affect me in some way, A book, a film. 
Trying to write a litle documentary sbout what 
it's like to be a small human being alive at the end 
of this century. The way that I think things are 
right in the world, the way things are wrong in the 
world. It has to come out. 

and nothing happened, it didn't feel right I just have just paid for the front cover. That would have 
happened to look through all my therapy lyrics been it. Duncan said just have all this other stuff I 
that 'd done and the first 3 just it perfectly with have as well. The whole album was done on a 
the music that was on the tape. Actually singing very low budget. The last album for a record 
about that was guite tricky sometimes because it company scenario. 
was quite  personal thing. It's not hidden in any It does sound  bit raw... 
way, it's in there wha it was all about. There were That's what we wanied With The Answer a couple of songs that I had a bit of trouble in the Machine?, that was the most money we'd ever 
studio to actually sing. None of those lyrics were spent. We spent a hell of a lot of money. It was 
ever intended to use as songs. That's why it's very polished, very smooth. That lost a bit of the 
called Vintage Whine. It was all botiled up for 2 Skyclad energy. The new album, a lot of the stuff 
years. I just thought yeah, let it all out! It helps. It was recorded live, just bashed out in the studio. It 
keeps me sane. The friendship, the support of the keeps the freshness, it has the energy there. It 
fans, actually being able to write my problems actually has some balls to it The Answer 
down and sing it and get it out, it helped me Machine?, we're very happy with that it tumed 
because I've been able to share it with other out great, but o me there is ą bit of that rawness 
people. When I feel sad or depressed, it's helped lacking 
me to listen to lyries by other bands. To know that From The Answer Machin 
you're not alone, the way you're feeling is really at the Wheel about? 
shitty and really bad, but if you can read It probably worse in the States, but its a 
someone’s lyric and associate with that you scenario when you see women broken down at the 
realize this happens all the time. It's helped me, side of the motorway and some guy comes along 
and that's how I justify being so self indulgent to give them a lift, and he's a rapist. Or some little 
writing about 2 years in my life. I can't imagine girl's in a park and a guy comes along and rapes 
it's something people particularly want to know her. It's an idea I had for a girl named Catherine, 

what is Catherir 

about, but when they do it's really flattering 
Actually, the lyrics of yours that hit me the 
hardest was Jumping My Shadow. 
Twas going out with the girl... do you know the 
band Atrocity? It was Alex's half sister Yasmin 
who sang on Calling the Rain. I was going out 
with her and we were having a nice time and we 
‘were together about 9 months. That sort of all fell 
apart because of the job I do, traveling around. I 
was traveling in Germany on a train and I wrote 
that. I'm a miserable little bastard! That's the 
thing. I manage to keep a sense of humor in life 
because I do get to write all that down. It's saved 
my life a couple of times. It's a useful thing to do 
because I am positive in my life and try to keep 
cheerful but If people read the lyrics they must 
think I'm suicidal! He won't live to record the 
next album, he's going to blow his head off! 

she's a vampire, but she doesn't like feeding on 
people. She's guite a nice sort of vampire. What 
she's decided to do is feed off of these scumbags. 
She waits for the side of the road with the bonnet, 
the hood of the car up, some truck driver comes 
along and if he tries anything he's dead meat. And 
she hangs around in a park like a litle girl and 
does the “T'm lost, where's my mommy?" sort of 
thing, and if some pervert comes along, dead 
meat, again. Catherine at the Wheel, she's in 
control, it's a women's lib kind of song and also 
my opinion of the kind of people who can rape 
children and defenseless women. 
T've read a lot of your lyries about the music 
industry. Obviously you've had your run ins 
with the business side. 
Oh yes. We've had everything done to us! We've 
been self managed now for about 4 years. 

The bands that I consider inspirational with Definitely the way for us to work. 
the lyrics, the two primary ones are both Wasn't one of the guys in Venom managing 

tish. The first is Skyclad, I cam't stress that you before? 
enough, I don’t know if you get your ego Yes It wasn't a pleasant experience. When you're 
stroked enough about that but you should. self managed you have control over the 
You're definitely making me feel better today. I and you make sure the money goes to the people 
had a really bad hangover and your flattery is very 
kind. It makes me feel a lot better. 
The other band that gets to me, and this will 
sound weird, is old Napalm Death. 
T've never really heard any, to be honest. 
That's the band that got me into underground 
music. The album, Utopia Banished, is pretty | 
much a 40 minute blast beat but the lyries with 
the political and emotional, hit me just right at 
that point im my life. 
It's cool when that happens. If you can find an 
album that's just right at a certain point in time. 
Tl have to check them out and have a listen. I 

think I'l read some lyrics. It was the grunting that 
putme off of them, I didn't think the lyrics could 
be good. You couldn't make them out at all! My 
style of singing is extreme at times but that was 
really the limit for me. I was never into stuff like 

that If you recommend it I shall check it out. The 
New Model Army, have you heard them? 
1have not heard them. 
Check them out. If you like good lyrics check 
them out. They're very good. They are a big 
influence on Skyclad in a lot of ways. They're not 

who are actually doing the work, which is us! 
‘When you have a manager who is taking 2096 0f 
your money for I don't know what a lot of the 
time, there's a lot of money floating around in this 
industry. lt's magic money. You see it floating in 
the air, tens 0f thousands of pounds, but if you ry 
to grab it it disappears in a puff of smoke. There's 
50 much money wasted and passed around. The 
litl bits that rickle down to the musicians, who 
are the people making the music, is such a small 
amount. We try to redirect that money a ltle bit 
more towards us. A lot of people think when 
they're young and in a band that you have to have 
a hit to make money. There's a whole world of 
musicians out there who sell enough records to 
eam the same kind of living they could being a 
‘mechanic or truck driver or working a regular 9 to 
5 job. It's good if you can get to the stage of 
making that kind of money from something you 
love. It's a privilege, really. Skyclad is never band 
to ever have a hit and if we ever do make money I 
think we'll appreciate it and use it very wisely. 
Sometimes if a band's first deal is with a major 
they get millions plowed into them and they never 
seem to last very long. T'd rather do what we've 
done with Skyclad which is to sell a few records 
fora very long time than sell a lot of records for a 
very short time. Michael Jackson records one 
album and sells 50 million copies. We're going to 
record 50 million albums and sell one copy of 
each! It's a different approach. There is way to 
make money from music without having a hit. It's 
an important thing for musicians to bear in mind. 
AC/DC hit the nail on the head when they say it's 
a long way to the top if you want to rock n roll. 
It's taken us 10 years of hard work and suffering 
to get to the point where we're making a basic 
living. We must be insane! 
Another big lyrical topic is politics and the 
plight of the common man. 
Politicians are wankers! You see things about how 
‘govemments and politicians rule this world and 
it's absolutely disgusting 1 watched a program 
about how the British govemment are indirectly 
condoning the sale of arms to countries that have 
the worst human rights records you can imaginel 
Our country will say these things are terrible, 
politicians will go on TV and say how these things 
disgust them, and then you find out they're 
shareholders for a company who sells antic 
personnel mines to these countries! You watch 
things like that and it's absolutely terrible. There's 
a lot going on in Britain. you probably don't hear 
about it much in the States, with the comuption 
‘where people are swindling money left right and 
center! Bill Clinton, how can this man still be the 
President of America? This man is a liar! I don't 
understand it! Here's the most powerful man in 
the world. He can kil us all in the next 10 minutes 
with the right phone call and right authorization 
code, What's he going to do? Say "Sonry, I didn't 
mean to push the button.” ‘I didn't inhale." It's 
terrible. Most people do not care, and they are not 
interested in politics. These people use that to 
their advantage. People say "I've got my TV, my 
can of beer, my Playstation.” Unfortunately these 
people are making millions off of our apathy. I'm 
sure there are good politicians out there but 
they're probably like the good bands. They don't 
get any coverage. Nice people don't seem to get 
anywhere because you do have to be a bastard to 
make it in that industry. 
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In Atlanta we have a controversy going on with tobacco farmers. It's hilarious. Well it's mot, swordfighting sort of film but not on par with the 
the police detail that guards the mayor’s house but it is. first one. 
24 hours a day. It turns out that they run Westem culture’s drugs of choice are tobacco and What about books? 
license tag checks on every car that visits the alcohol You have a govemment here that Again, all sorts. Bits of philosophy. The best 
mayor's house. You want to protect the mayor, supports someone who wants tobaceo or aleohol books I've ever read... have you read any of the 
that sounds reasonable. Well one of the but if someone wants to smoke a joint they're a Flashman books? 
mayor's son's friends drives up in a stolen car. social deviant! I've never seen anyone smoke a No. 
They run the tags and find that out. So the joint and go out and start a fight It chills you out By George MacDonald Fraser. Really brillant. In 
mayor's reaction is fo command the police fo and makes you relax. Unfortunately the Tom Brown's School Days, the bully was called 
mo longer run the license checks on anybody govemment can’t make enough revenue in taxes Flashman. The author took him about of the 
that comes to his house. 50 they're not interested. school and put him into the Victorian British 
‘They make the laws that rule the rest of us and I have a weird T'm 25 years old army, when Queen Victoria was in power in the 
they don't even follow these laws. The now and have never had a drop of alcohol. last century. This guy is a total coward and  cheat 
conservatives, the last government we've had in A drop touched me last night! Hit me over the and a liar and a womnizer. He always comes out 
Britain were very conservative as the name head with a huge hammer! smelling the roses but he's a total coward and he 
suggests. Victorian family values, Great Britain's Sinful Ensemble was interesting, the idea that wants to run away from every batile. Things like 
not great anymore, stop pomography and really these horrible dictators aren’t unusual people, that, but he always ends up being the hero and 
tighten down on the people. And then you find out that anyone could be like that. getting all the honors. It's set in this historical 
they were involved in all sorts of stuff! People It's a song about a pub in hell and if you can environment thal's very accurate. You can 
dead with fat things just stuffed up their buts! imagine it's Saturday night and I tried to imagine actually leam about history. If you read a 
Hey, what's going on here? They are the people all these people like Hitler and Caligula and the textbook, the history would be very boring. But 
preaching to us, holier than thou, live by these like, evil people from history, behaving in a way because it's in the context of this story, i's 
standards. Well these people don't! IU's all the typical British beer hooligans would behave brilliant. It's really good. Check some of them out, 
happened again in recent months. T'd don't think on a Saturday night. They're drinking pints of there must be 10 or 15. I cry with laughter! This 
there’s many trustworthy politicians. beer and arguing and that's the mentality you get Flashman with the scrapes he gets himself into, 
Al the time the Republicans were trying to when you're in certain bars in Britain and I'm sure and how he gets himself out, it's really cool! It's 
take down the President over the sex scandal, everywhere in the world. A very, what would you got a good sense of humor. 
the Speaker of the House had a mistress the say, redneck kind of attitude. 1 thought it was a My current kick on authors are Terry 
entire time! I's depressing. If Bill Clinton's finny idea for a song All these dictators and Goodkind and Michael Moorcock. 

effectively, he swore that nothing had happened was over in Germany and I got a telephone call. I Bates. 
with totally a poker face, what will he lie about sat down and wrote that. There's also No Deposit The Dreamweaver album was based on that 
next? No Retum which is a thank you to my parents for one? 
Where the apathy comes in is that lots of supporting me and giving me a chance to do this Yep. What am I reading right now? Are you 
people say it doesn't matter just because carcer. Even though I'm sure my mother thinks familiar with a guy named Kenneth Williams, 
they're political allies, that it doesn’t matter I'm insane! Absolutely poverty stricken and living from the Carry On films? He's the guys with the 
what kind of person he is as long as he can run off of tins of baked beans and potatoes for 10 big nose and he sounds like he's talking with a 
the country. To me that is so ass backwards! years! When she sees thifgs like magazine articles mouth fll of plumibs. He kept a diary all his life 
And then the people trying to say this is wrong and being on the covers of magazines, it shows until he killed himself. A very interssting man, he 
are doing the same damn things! ‘my mum it is worthwhile after all. Then I borrow lived through a lot of things. He worked with a lot 
Adolf Hitler did a very good job of ruming money off of her and cant pay her back! I don't of people, comedians like Tony Hancock and 
Germany. And not a very nice man. But the roads think she fecls the same then. people like that. He had a very sad life because he 
got built and the cars and things like that were If you played something like the Milwaukee was gay when that wasn't allowed to be gay. He 
efficient but it doesn't make one a nice person. If Metalfest, how do you come up with a set list? | felt guilty about that. He wasn't a happy chap, he 
that happened in Britain T'd hope he'd be out, and We talked about that with Nuclear Blast, we've had a sad life really. The last entry, the last line 
1 was really hoping Clinton would be out. The got to get out, so I'm sure we'd do that. We can was “What's the bloody point?" before he killed 
States have a very big influence on what happens put on a killer 30 minute set with all the songs we himself I think a lot of comedians, it's interesting 
in Britain and Clinton is the most powerful man in have the luxury of choosing. For the last album we that a lot of these people that are so happy on the 
the world. It frightens me that the most powerful actually did an unplugged tour of Irish pubs in outside are actually very sad people. 
man in the world is a bare faced liar. I really does. Germany, that showed a completely different side The last few quesitions are general interest 
For vur children and their children, what is the of Skyclad as well We took a lot of the cld questions about Britain, and you seem aware of 
world going to come to? The way I see it our songs, really heavy, and rewrote them as folk what goes on, so... 
planet is dying. The end of the world's happened songs. We went out last year about Christmas and The politcal scene is in an uproar, everyone is 
only nobody's noticed it yet. You won't be able to did that. We didn't make any money but we didn't lying and cheating all over the place. I don't 
0 outside without being wrapped up because the lose any cither. We had a month of going to a know. Britain's changing very quickly. i's 
hole in the ozone layer will be so big you'll get different pub every night in Germany! catching up with Europe with being part of the 
cancer after 10 minutes The ar will be Mornings must have been hell! European. There's still a lot of people 
unbreathable, the water will be undrinkable, and It was. My liver was about the size of a walnut by who think of Britain as an island which is a sad 
nobody's bothered! There's things in the the time we were done. It was  good laugh, we and namow minded way to look at it. We're very 
newspaper, the World Heath Organization talking were cracking jokes onstage, doing standup insignificant here in a lot of ways. There's this 
about the effect global warming is going to have between songs. Some of the heavy songs rewritten mentality that Britain's best and the football 
on the planet and it's going to be terriblel Your as folk songs was good. hooligan sort of mentality. I hate that about 
article on that will be one column on page 6 of the How long is your regular headlining set with all Britam. It's very backwards and very insular. IU's 
newspaper and on the front page will be what hat these albums out? not something I admire. But there’s a lot 0f good 
the Oueen's wearing! This article is basically Until we fall over. Generally we do an hour and a here as well. A lot of very nice people, friendly 
saying in the next 60 years we won't be able to half, three quarters. A lot of it is limited to how people, thinking people. I'm happy that  was borm 
live on the planet anymore. What are we going to long you can keep going. A lot of the drums are in Britain and grew up here, really. 
do then? 'm sure the people creaming off the quite intense. Some songs off of Vintage Whine He main British influence here we get are d 
millions have some spaceship. I'm afraid for the are easy for the rest of us but for the drummer, this TV comedy series. Monty Python is really 
rest of us. lt might happen in our lifetimes but I'm guy's building a house all the way through! He popular, we get Fawlty Towers, Are You Being 
afraid our children will have a very different needs extra arms and legs! Served? 
world to live in. It won't be a picnic. Why can't What kind of films do you enjoy? A lot of the old stuff is really good. They're 
we see we can't just keep taking from the world I like all kinds of things. I like quite a bit of makinga lot of rubbish now. Total garbage. 
without giving something back? It's just common science fiction. Horror. Everything really. I don't One thing that has a cult following is Red 
sense. I'm not the world's most intelligent man like these romantic films, Titanic sorts of things. Dwarf. 
and I can see this. Why can't these people? They I've never seen that one so maybe I shouldn't leap That is brilliant! Have you seen any of them? 
can, but they're just covering it all up. The Mad to conclusions but that sort of thing has never Yes. 
Cow disease in Britain, things like that. British appealed to me. Soppy romantic stuff is a bit That's REALLY good! 

sweet to me. Cl is one Bl i 

nobody knows! The tobacco companies managed Oh yeah! That was excellent! 
to tell everyone the worst thing you can get from Highlander, the first one! I'm not sure about the admit I'm not a big fan of American comedy. 
smoking is a smoker's cough for about 50 years. others, they kind of lost the plot a little bit. The Although I watch Frazier, that makes me laugh a 
AIl of a sudden, it's the most deadly thing in the first one is brilliant the way that one is done. 
world! How have the y managed to get away with The Renegade version of the second one, where British are go0d at and comedy is one of them. 
this for so long? Because the governments were they take out the planet Zeist, wasn't bad. The We've got a good eye 
"making so much revenue from the taxes. third one I shut off after 10 minutes. with the Skyclad lyrics, they're very, I don' 

yourself I ry to do that with the lyrics. T think 
that is a very British thing, to look at your 
situation, look at yourself, and have a good laugh 
about it 
The American version of Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? is popular. 
That's very good. I've not seen the American one. 
T'm not sure of their names but there are a few 
American guys on the British one. They're very 
funny guys. 
Two of them are on the American version too. 
It's almost not fair, hey, they know how to do 
this better! 
1's very clever. They must rehearse that a litile bit 
or they'd have to be genius 
Especially the songs. 
It really is good. 
I don't know how much American TV you get 
over there... 
Quite a bit, but not so much of the good stuff 
probably. 
There isn't much! But we get all these comedies 
over the years, so what are some of the less 
gooly things we've been missing out on? 
Good things that have come out of Britain? If 
you're into science and nature, we have a brilliant 
‘documentary, Walking With Dinosaurs, it's made 
with the guys from Jurassic Park together with the 
BBC. It's a nature documentary but they've 

Over here, its a big deal of course with the 
American Revolution in 1776 and yay, we 
fought off the evil British, rah rah rah. What is 
the slant on that over in England? How is that 
taught in the schools? 
To be honest, it's not really. It's covered, but. 
for you guys, it's a big thing but it is played down 
over here. They mention the War of Independence 
and we lost, but... it has been a very long time 
since T've been to schooll I personally never 
leamed about it. It's the birth of your nation, it's a. 
big deal, but it's played down here, the same way 
the slave trade and all the atrocities the British did 
in Africa and India. You get programs about that 
now, black, colored, and Asian people who have 
looked into it and made documentaries about it 
Before the last 10 years, you never knew the 
things the British did in India and Africa. It was 
on par with Nazi Germany in many ways. 
You brought that up... in the US, racism a 
racial issues are still  big deal. How is that in 
England? 
We have that here. You get a lot of racism. To get 
back to the pub situation, there's a lot of pubs you 
won't go into if you're black, or if you have long 
hair, things like that There are a lot stupid small 
minded people who don't like black people, 
foreigners, things like that. Same way there’s a lot 
of black people living here who don't like the 
PBritish very much. It's sad and stupid really. What 
you realize watching that documentary about the 
universe is that you see how small and 
insignificant our world is in the cosmic scheme of 
things. And you think how someone could hate 
someone who comes from the next village or 
somewhere that seems far away, or because of the 
color of their skin. I have good friends who are 
black, but I also know total idiots who are black. I 
know white people who are total idiots as well. It 
only matters what's in your heart at the end of the 
day. If I have a prejudice, I'm stupdist. I have 
stupid people, I hate ignorance. It really is an evil 
thing Ignorance of other people and their 
situations. That's where all the wars get started. 
You see documentaries about wars and all the 
things people are fighting over in Eastem Europe, 
they're obviowsly crucially important to those 
people, but is it really worth all that camage and 
‘mass murder? For a couple of kilometers of dirt? 
The best thing that could happen is if the aliens 
landed tomorrow and we could realize how 
insignificant we are. Whether you come from the 
States or Britain or Africa it wouldn't make a 
difference. 
Well, that's about all I got. I'll probably think 
of more things 10 minutes from now... 
Well thank you very much! IUs been really nice 
talking to you, you got rid of my hangover! 

for the absurd. In a way www.skyclad couk 
t 

At the same time the government is cracking The second one to me was like a completely know, a few things are more Monty Python and I 
t down on tobacco over here, they're subsidizing different film. It was quite good as an action think it is very important to be able to laugh at



e
 

I 
R 

-1
 

R 
2 

1 
§ 

Denmark's newest hope is already breaking through big-time in Europe with their true heavy 
power metal, and now it's time for America as well to succumb to this great metal band. 

Manticora's music will appeal to all fans of huge guitar- and drum-based metal in the vein of 

Blind Guardian, Gamma Ray and Iced Earth. 

Fantastic drumming, superb riffing and a truely unique vocal-approach makes this the big hit of '99. 
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1 don't even know where to start. My vocabulary we want to make pure black metal songs, we do it. I really love them, or him I should say, as well. and 
is to0 small to describe Solefald. Their debut on Our music has the potential to be liked by quite a The videos are brilliant as well, made by Chris 
Avantgarde, The Linear Scaffold, was weirdshit 
Jucked. 1 loved it! The new one, Neonism, is even 
‘moreso. And I love it! From a black metal base to 
Calvin Klein? Ohmy...let’s have half of this mutty 
duo, namely Lazare, explain this... he can’t 
obfuscate things any more that I already have. 
So how are you doing today? 
Tm OK. A bit tired. Tve been working all day. 
What do you do for a living? 
Iwork as a researcher and reporter for a TV show. 
1t called Metropol Live. 
I'm always worried with people in bands like 
yours that you pump gas or something. That 
takes away from the mystique. The first thing I 
really wanted to talk to you about is the 
attention this album's been getting. It seems to 
be a lot more than the last one. That one I just 
saw a few reviews for. For the new one you 
have articles in Terrorizer and Metal Maniacs, 
the main magazines for the English speaking 
countries... 
Which is nice for us of course! The main reason 
is gotten so much attention is that is slightly out 
of the normal. Its not an ordinary black metal 
album. A lot of people when they listened to our 
Iast album thought "Well, there’s some interesting 
stuff with new things.' When they heard Neonism, 
it became clear that we have our own thing that 
we do. We donit settle for compromises when it 
comes to making music. It is really nice to have 
that attention around the album. It seems also that 
attention has been more divided than on the last 
one. People cither love it or hate it. I have spoken 
with a few people that really hate it as well. Which 
is really cool. As long as music wakes up feelings 
in people, it doesn't matter much to me whether it 
is good or bad feclings. As long as it triggers 
something in you. So its interesting to see how 
people react | have one great fear and that is 
‘mediocrity. I'm really afraid of making a mediocre 
album. I hope I never do that. 
You've avoided it o far. What 
were the sales figures for the 
first album? 
I'm not really sure. The last time 
Ispoke to Avantgarde about the 
sales figures was quite some 
time ago. I think it totalled 6000 
to 6500, Its not a lot, but its 
OK for a debut album. 
Do you 
response from  the 
buying public is for this one? 
Actually I do. We printed our 
email addresses inside the cover 
or Neonism. 1 get tons of mail 
from people who have bought 
the album They are cither 
really impressed with it and 
want to tell me that, or really 
pissed off with it and want to 
tell me that as welll Its very 
interesting. Tm saving all those 
majjs. We're having experiment 
with people. Neonsm is 
experimenting with how people 
react to things outside the norm. 
The black metal audience is 
really conservative. A. lot of 
Norwegian bands try to do 
something not like that, for 
instance  Ulver — (ook-ver), 
Arcturus, bands like | that 
Reactions are very varied. lt's 
really interesting to see, Most of 
the reactions have been really 
positive. 
With the expanded publicity 
and — attention  you're 
receiving, how do you think 
that is going to clash with the 
natural popular limitations of 
Your music? It's definitely not 
Something your | everyday 
metal fan is going to pick up 
and go Ye: 
To be honest with you Tm not 

Its going to be 

make music we just sit down 
and make music we want to 
make. We dont have any 
limitations. If we want to make 
a flamenco song, we make it. If 

lot of people, and the reactions we've gotten 
towards Neonism show that as well. Lots of 
people not normally into metal music are really 

Cunningham, who used to do special effects for 
the Aliens movies. I'm inspired by lots of different 
‘music, which is why Solefald sounds the way it 

into Neonism. People that dorit listen to metal and does. 
don't read heavy metal magazines are starting to 
Nt o e e ey . o 
having problems with the harder parts and songs 
like Fluorescent and Speed Increased to Scaffold. 
‘They really like songs like tracks number seven 
and eight, for instance (Backback Baba and Third 
Person Plural), without the harsh vocals. Its 
interesting to see that it is breaking borders 
between musical styles and audiences, which is 
really positive for us. 
With someone that plays music like yours, I 
have to ask. What does your record collection 
at home look like? 
Oh Christ, I have 1500 CDs! It's everything! I'm a 
really huge fan of the progressive movement of we 
the late 60s and early 70s. King Crimson, Gentle 
Giants. Also I'm a big fan of the really early 
Norwegian black metal movement. I kind of enjoy 
Venom and Bathory as well, but that's not really 
my cup of tea. I'm a really big fan 0f Mr. Bungle. I 
also really love Anglagird, a Swedish progressive 
band. They released 2 albums in the early 90s. 
Fabulous albums! There's also a Swedish jazz 
proup called Esbjom Svenssons Trio. That's really. 

How did you get together with Cornelius to do 
this kind of music? 
Tactually met Comelius in Paris! We went on the 
same trip and I got to know him in Paris. We 
found out we had the same interests when it came 
to music. Back then we were both die hard black 
metal freaks, s0 we decided we wanted to do black 
metal as well. We got together to record a demo 
and we discovered we wanted to do more than just 
black metal. In many ways the die hard black 
metal had already outdone its role. That would 
have been 94 or 95. We wanted to incorporate 
something else into the black metal. We had the 
same ideas when it came to that, and that's how 

started  developing  this  musical 
companionship. 
How old are you guys? 
T'm 23, and Comelius is 21 
This is a problem. Everyone making the music 
is younger than I am! I'm going to be turning 
25 in a couple of months. That's one of the 
things th 
reading wher 
whatever and they're doing something and I'm 

nice music. Loads of different stuff. A lot of mot! 
breakbeats. Squarepusher. Do know 
Squarepusher? 
I'm a die hard metal fan. I like a lot of the more 
off the wall metal, so I have these problems 
when I talk to you guys and you name all of 
this other stuff! I just like it when it has the 
harder edge and moves into the realm of metal. 
Like the last Death album, totally progressive... 
Yeah! Yeah! Have you heard of Aphex Twin? 
1 have heard of them, but not too much by 
them. 

you In Norway, its like that. People start really carly 
with the music. If you're into music, you usually 
play in a band before youre 14 years old. Its 
really easy to be playing in a band in Norway. Its 
quite easy to find a place to rehearse. Its not too 
expensive either because  you have this 
amangement that the state has for you. I guess 
thats why there are so many bands in Norway. 
‘Same thing in Sweden actually. 
Is it the same as in Sweden where there are so0 
many bands that there aren't any actual fans 

's tough to play shows? 
That's the weird thing about Norway. We have a 
population of 4.5 million people. Which is 
nothing, thats the whole country! And we have all 
these bands. Anyone who likes black metal plays 
in a band! That also why everyone plays in each 
others bands as well. If you look in different 
Norwegian albums, there's always somebody that 
plays in another band. In that other band, there's 
another guy who plays in another band. 
Everything is intertwined. 
So when there are actual shows by Norwegian 
bands in Norway, is it the kind of the thing 
where people sit there with their arms crossed? 
It depends on who's playing If Mayhem is 
playing, the audience is going crazy. If it's one of 
the smaller bands, then theres the audience 
g (e il Ya e an widgag Ė 
its good enough. Its getting kind of big. We've 
had black metal bands playing national TV shows! 
s getting up there. 
Wasn't Covenant up for some music award this 
past year? 
Yeah! I was actually in the jury. Ive been working 
as a music journalist for the past 4 or 5 years. This 
is the biggest music award in Norway, like the 
Grammies. There's this metal category and usually 
its been handed out to bands like TNT for 
instance, bands that are kind 0f metal, but not very 
hard. This time it scems they wanted to change 
that so they elected a jury 0f people who are really 
into metal. People like me! We had Covenant and 
Dimmu Borgir fighting for the main prize. 
When the Grammy nominees were announced 
here last year it was a big surprise that Judas 
Priest was on the list! Wait a minute, they 
really are a metal band! 
Then you start thinking. it is a metal category, 
maybe it should be that way! This is real metal, 
this is the true metal! 
I'm just getting tired of secing all o the Alice in 
Chains, Nine Inch Nails, heavier stuff but it 

really isn't metal. Hey, let's actually 
talk about your band while I have 
you on the phone! How do you put 
Your songs together? It just doesn't 
seem like you just do a riff, build 
around that, and there's a sonį 
We make songs with Comelius playing 
guitar and me playing the keyboard. We 
make them at my place. I have a 4 track 
recorder and we just make riffs and 
record them, we listen to the different 
iffs and we start with one and we try to 
develop it. Many of the guitar riffs are 
kind of simple standard riffs but when 
you put the synthesizer on top its 
getting twisted! We usually just start 
with one riff after we've made a whole 
bunch and develop it from one riff to 
another. We always have this other riff 
that we are supposed to end up with. 
Then we just take it from there. We 
have no boundaries when it comes to 
using riffs we like, so thats why you 
have this twisting and tuming in the 
music. On Speed Increased to Scaffold 
we found out we really wanted to have 
an electronic part in the middle of it, so 
1 just sat down and programmed it and 
tried it out. We thought it worked. We 
just did it. Wetre just jamming! We 
have tapes and we try to construct 
vocals on top of it, and we exchange the 
tapes. It goes back and forth wntil its 
finished. 
Are there any specific elements one of 
you favors over the other? 
No. If the riff is good, if the music is 
good, well use it, no matter what. If we 
want to make a classic album, or an 
album with flamenco songs, we do that. 
But right now I dont think you have to 
worry too mtich about that! We've made 
some new songs for a new album, we're 
entering the studio again in the summer 
of 2000. Comelius just moved to Paris 
to study philosophy, so we had to make 
the basics of the new songs before he 
left. That's what we did! We wrote 10 
new songs. 
10 new ones already? 
Yeah! 
Wow. How are those going to be as 
far as being related to your sound 
now?



More metal related, actually. More straightforward kind of natural. They had that in their music all the last album, When the Moon is On the from and we should honor nature. In Norway we 
metal. That's conceming the drums and guitars. the time. Since the first EP, they've had that aspect Wave, the end where its just the piano and the have these huge mountains and the fords, blah 
‘There will be more synthesizers and of course the of the music. Its kind of the same thing With sereaming going on, that's it! That's different! bsh biah. Black metal bands are doing a Norway 
vocals haven't been made yet. We're still sending Solefald, we've had the 10 have the Who's idea was that? commercal! 
tapes and CDs back and forth. electronics in the music all the time, and it seemed The story of the ending of When the Moo is On Whoa, whoa... commercials? 
How advanced with al of these ideas was your really natural for us this time. But the 10 new the Wave is we recorded The Linear Scaffold in 7 Many black metal bands, singing about the nature. 
demo compared to The Linear Scaffold” songs are very much more metal because 1do a lot days, which is ot a lot of time. Comelius id all O, like tourist ncements with the 
We definitely had the same ideas. For instance on of techno on the side so it split things off I of the harsh vocals in cne day. His voice was kind nature! 
one song we had a bagpipe solo! We thought concentrate a littler more on the metal parts with of tired when it came to the end of the day. We Yeah. In Oslo, we have a black metal tourism. 
about this idea of incorporated red music in all the Solefald. 1 donit see the harm in mixing them just came up with this idea that it would be People come, especially from Germany, they 
black, which is where we came up with the idea of Perhaps it depends on the band. If you play in a interesting to just have the piano to represent the come to Oslo to see the churches that have been 
the ‘red music with black edges’ explanation for black metal band, singing about the mountains and melodic side of Solefald together with the bumt down and meet the people who play in black 
our music. We had the ideas, but they're not as forests and the fords of Norway it does seem kind screaming. His voice is really wom out. You can metal bands.I¢s really funny. 
apparent there as they are on Neonism. Its normal of weird to jump on the electronic wagon. But if hear that! This is him giving everything he's got. Especially Germany. How many bands do they 
to develop afterwards from the demo and each you do like we do in Neonism singing about the leR in those text lines in the end We thought it have on their own? It's like in the Lords of 
album. But we're still really pleased with the 
demo. It was recorded during one weekend in a 

Tights of the city basically, its more natural 
Tunderstand you're joining Borknagar? 

‘would be a nice ending with the melodic side and 
the harsh side, stripped down to just the basics. 

bam. A friend of ours had an € track. Were 1 have joined them, actually. We're working on Thats it 
actually releasing that on CD in March or April, new material with Oystein (oy-stine). We were Most albums make sure they start strong but what's 

Chaos book, there's this picture, frozen-over 
branches with the caption ‘The frozen 
landscape of Norway.' Well this is relevant to 

the book! 
together with 1 completely new song that we supposed to go into the studio in December but its mot many end on something memorable as well, What did you think about that book? 
recorded during the Neonism sessions. Its quite been delayed until January. Peter (Tagtgren of and that does do that. As for Neonism, 'l I wasn't fa 
different from the other ones so we saved it There 
are also going o be quite a few songs remixed by 
other peaple. 
Are these going to be the electronic remix 
types. 
Yes 
Abh. Not exactly my favorite. 
‘The artsts will be quite different from the other 
ones that black metal artists have used. Well have 
a remix made by Monumentu, there will be one 
remix done by the Cranes. I play in another band 
called God Com together with Mark from the 
Cranes. That' a side project. 1 asked him to remix 
a tune and he said yes! There's one remix done by 
Tidfrost, on Cold Meat Industries. Its kind of 
gloomy, the things he does for Cold Meat 
Industries. Soundirack music from the middle 
ages, basically. He's doing a remix of CK II 
Chanel #6. It turmed out to be a totally frenetic 
drum and bass song. Really cool and really hard! 
I¢ll be interesting 
T hope 0. I can only promise to give it an open 

‘That's one of the funniest things because on the 
same album well have all these techno remixes 
and we'll also have the 4 songs from the demo 
‘which i the raw black metal side of Solefald. And 
then the 1 totally new song. T guess we'll have 11 
or 12 songs on the album. Its meant to be a 
service to everyone writing us and asking for the 
demo. We only printed 300 copies and we sold 
that demo out in 10 weeks or something We 

Abyss Studios) called us and asked us if it was 
OK to come in January instead of December. It 
actually is quite OK with us. It gives us more time 
to prepare. 1 sent Oystein a tape today with 
suggestions for synthesizers on 4 new songs 
1 saw them when they were here with Emperor 
 couple of months ago. I thought they just 
blew everybody off the stage. 
‘That's cool to hear! 
Borknagar is one of my favorite bands. The last 
two albums have just been amazing. So you 
better not screw them up! 
‘The new stuff i even better. Is going to be really 
cool. Were planning on coming back to the States 
in about a years time for another US tour, with me 
on keyboards! The keyboard parts will be there 
live. 
The packaging for Solefald is definitely unique. 
We hope so, that was the intention at least. The 
first album had a painting by a contemporary 
Norwegian painter called Odd Nerdrum. A really 
special style because he's a naturalist. He's kind of 
abstract, which is why we wanted o use one of his 
paintings. We got his permission. On Neonism we 
wed a well known Norwegian fashion 
photographer, and we just spoke with him about 
ideas we had for the cover and band pictures and 

admit I've only had it for a week so I'm still 
listening entirely on repeat, or skipping 
-n--tumn-.j-dum-lnwhn‘lm 

THRE & wil, We st dowe wnd pit down 0 
album very carefully when it came to what songs 
were supposed 10 go where. We have the same 
ideas for that ane as we did for the Linear Scaffold 
as well, just executed in a different way. 
How do all of the vocals work when you play 
live? 
He has o problems. 1 have no idea how he does 
it He can scream and scream for hours without 
getting hoarse. None of our albums have effects 
on his voice other than echoes. Most other bands 
use effects 1o have a harsher roar. Comelius 
doesnit need that s just echoes and reverbs. 
How do you do your vocal parts live? 
i Foemt e ol 
‘Our music is hard to do live s0 we had 10 strip it 
down live. The ts can be 
really hard to do live. Sometimes there are 3 or 4 
lines of keyboards and they're all doing different 

Stuff [ have t0 extract the basics and play that and 
do that live. We donit do very many shows with 
Solefald. Its basically a studio band. We have 3 
live musicians we can bring out on tour if we want 

about the author beforehand, 
but 1 learned about him afterwards. 1 was 
actually kind of shocked with his right wing 
affliations. 
Yeah, Blood Axis When I read i, T was really 
pissed. Its not protrayed in the right way. If you 
read Lords of Chaos, you doit get the right 
impression of what happened here. On the other 
hand, s so clear that the guy who has written this 
is supporting Varg Vikemes (varg VEEK-emez). 
He looks up to him in many respects. | was really 
pissed by that Ive written in a Norwegian 
newspaper about it that people shouldn' buy the 
ook and they should be aware of what this author 
does on the side with Blood Axis and the right 
wing. 
1t surprised me because when I read it I got the 
impression, I don't know if it was just my 
revulsion of the political mindset of Burzum, it 

to me it was more exposing that this 
guy's an idiot. 
It might be different T know everything about 
everything that happened in Norway. I've been in 
the middle of this thing, [ know these people 
‘What I saw was it was done in the wrong way. He 
Ieft his right wing philosophy showing through the 
book. I cant stand the book. He had a Norwegian 
co-writer, ‘Didrik Soderlind, he's always been 

we developed the ideas with him. What yousee on to but since I live in Oslo in Norway and fascinated by right wing politics and fascism. Its 
the background of the front cover is Times Comelius lives in Paris in France its hard to do notmy kind of book, put it that way. What it does 
Square. The ltte girl is 
girl called Heidi. She was the little sister of the 
stylist. We had to keep her in the studio for 5 

Tovely little S year old pull things together like that. Tll also be on tour is it gives you 
‘with Borknagar quite a lot now, so I don't see very happened, 

performances in the near harsher parts of black metal and the fascist many live Solefald 
didnt print any after that. We are getting tired of hours before she looked like that. It was a litde future. 
answering everyone saying 'No, we haven't had 
that demo in 3 or 4 years!” And we thought it 
would be great fun o have the remixes as well on 
the same album, just because we wanted 
techno on the side, I have a project called djij 

mean but it worked. The lyrics on Neonism, reading through, are 

a general idea of what has 
and the relationship between  the 

movement. But oh well 
That pretty much does it for me. It's been 

Poor kid! What's the deal with all of your eyes? you embracing pop culture or mocking it pleasant talking o you. Most people from 
pulling ‘The idea of the band pictures is that we wanted to more? Norway, it's like teeth trying to get 

to.1 do have as much conflict as possible. You have a Its more mocking CK II Chanel #6 is the fashion them to talk 
conflict between fantasy and reality. A conflict industy taken one step firther. We compare Iknow. It has to do with the way Norwegians talk 

[yes, that's how he spells it- ed], which is more between carthlings and aliens with removing the Calvin Klein to Charles Darwin. The way we see to people in everyday life. We're not big talkers 
drum bass related music. Tl release an EP under eyes and just having black in the eyes. A conflict it Calvin Klein is one of the foremost usually. You have the exceptions. Like me! Its 
that moniker in the spring, only on vinyl. Limited between peace and violence, a conflct between representatives of fashion culture. He is kind of a harder to make me stop talking! Thanks for 
10100 copies! Just for the fn of it new and old with the knife and the hidden gun. moder Darwin in many respects. Its like Darwin showing interest in Solefald. 
that a lot of Norwegian bands, especially ones We just wanted to make a picture that makes you  preached the survival of the fittest rule in Origin One last question. I'm interviewing Mikael 
it com Trom b el oo o ko gng. op sl winker. Tt the bsi dom ot the ofthe Speca, s whet Clio Kisis dos i the freem Opeth o the morning, [ thought H would 
in the electronic direction these day same thing, except what he preaches is social be interesting if you could come up with a 
1 donit really know! I spoke with Chris from n.-m,........u-,.-uh——wy—r survival. O course, fashion is the main thing you couple of weird questions for me to ask him. 
Ulver, you know, Gamm, who's have to keep up with socially speaking Thats Opeth? Lets sce. I haven't been listening to Opeth 

you have so many girls starving themselyes since the first album. 
because they want to be thin like Shame on you! 

It seems many people just grew tired of the metal but they have all these special kinds of cases. I everyone in commercials. Ifs an attack on the <laughs> About the irstalbum, I think a lot of the 
expression it seems Other people want to know one other band that used the same fashion industry and the system surrounding it and melodies are reminiscent of melodies from 
experiment and try mixtures. The thing with Ulver packaging once, and thats WASP on Kill Fuck what it has done to s, With our other lyrics, German drinking songs: Ask him if he's inspired 
s they just tumed into a techno band. Garm Die. Apast fom that I dorit know anyone using Neonism i a very urban album in many respects. by German drinking songs. 
doesnit listen 10 black metal anymore. Its another that box. Its a digipak basically, but with a plastic Solefald is an wban band, which s quite Uh... will do. 
thing with me and Comelius. 1 stll love black frame. We thought it would be a nice trademark uncommon for black metal bands. Most black Try to make it sound positive! <laughs> I think its 
metal,  listen to black metal a lot. | would never for Solefald. Its worked so we're really pleased metal bands sing sbout forests and trees. And a brilliant album, dorit get me wrong, but some of 
ive up black meal fo techno but | dortt thik with i, and i ook good s well St Wik e i F boa Mlimn, A i Bidodin’ W4 resiovms” of G 
theres’ anything wrong with mixing the two Deflnitely. It stands out. Now about your vocal mn.l.\p-opi-lmmcumvdhnnllv.hflhv- drinking songs. And ask him if he's having a hard 
expressions. Techno can be extreme 100. If you style. You're responsible for the biack metal What they see of nature is when their parents have time finishing songs because all of his songs are 
mix two extreme expressions like drum and bass vocals? taken them 1o the cottage in the spring during 10-12 minutes! <laughs> 
and black metal, it creates really interesting No, thats Comelius. 1 o all the clear singing  Easter or something We want to be honest with OK, will do. Hopefully I won't get hung up on 
results. For example, the Arcturus remix album. ~ How do you work out the voeal melodies? our audience and our fans. We don't preach things for that one! 
T see what you're saying, but Hagalaz There's alot of multitracking going on. we dont believe in or say we do things that we Again, make it sound positve 
Runedance just put out an EP with several [ use the 4 track. We always make a demo before don't do. I love the city. Im not very fond of Well I'm going to blame it completely on you 
remixes on it, and to me the idea with the going into the studio. I have all the music on one nature. Til probably be shot for saying that as a amyway! 
techno and what original material meant in the track and I have 3 tracks to experiment with the Norwegian! If | have to travel out of town I have Of coursel No problem! 
first place, that's a clash in the spirit of things. I Mmlwum-ammww 0 bring with me a piece of asphalt or city air in a OK, once again, thank you. Good luck with 
hnnhl-'lh:k-n-ll-w My style is kind of box! 
ancient cold inspired h-uflth and Yeah, I'd like nature more If it was Inside. forward to the Borknagar 
ik & epend on the b Wit ¢ b e i e T el Jows Dura Do o s Yeu it S g whh . 1 el g Brilliant! Maybe Il see you on tou then. 
Ulver, it was a really weird tum after Nattens strange reason, and Tve always really liked his 1 hate rain...I don' ike that part of it ‘Www.uio.no/~amecblsolefald html/ 
Madrigal, which was the rawest black metal vocal style. 1 wanted to have clear passionate Give me the cool breeze and the picturesque Www.avantgardemusic.com 
album they released. And they went straight into singing and special harmonies. I think it works.  mountains and leave the rest somewhere else. 
the techno stufl with the William Blake album. 1 have to ask, on both of your CDs, the one I agree! Most black metal bands preach this very 
‘That was weird. With a band like Arcturus, it is thing that stands out and blows me away s on romantic view of nature. "This is where we come 
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resurgence of melodic metal has done some real 
good the past couple of years. For me, personally, 
the cool thing is that great American bands such 
as Virgin Steele are starting 1o get their proper 
due. They've been around forever, releasing their 
epics of great heavy metal for mainly European 
consumption. For most of the 90s, one David 
DeFeis (De-FAY) has been in charge, and Virgin 
Steele has been all about creating grand epic 
concepts within their albums. The House of Atreus 
Act I, out on Noise Records, is the current 
masterpiece out on the shelves. Check out what 
David has to say, then go get yourself some 
musical education and find out what epic REALLY 

So how are you doing? 
Just. hanging out at the studio, working on the 
second half of House of Atreus. 

will be out? 
Probably the same time next year that Act I came 
out this year. There might be a prerelease single in 
May. 
I'll have to admit I got Invictus in July and that 
was my first introduction to Virgin Steele. You 
guys have been aror long, long time and 
T'm coming along pretty late in the game. Care 
to go over some history? 
Virgin Steele was formed in October of 1981 
About 3 weeks later we were in the studio 
recording what became our first album. It was 
done in less than a week, live in the studio, it cost 
under $1000 to make. We began sending cassettes. 
of it out to various metal magazines such as 
Kerrang! and Metal Forces and so on The 
response was quite favorable so we said ‘Hey, 
there might be a market for this,” so we pressed 
our own vinyl, 5000 copies, and sold them out 
quickly. We pressed another 5000 and before 
those were sold out we had gotten our deal in 
Europe with Music For Nations and in the US 
with  company called Mongol Horde. We were 
MEN 1, actually, the very first release on Music 
For Nations. Before Metallica, before WASP, 
before Manowar, before Mercyful Fate, before 
Ratt, those came later. That company was first 
called Food For Thought and their logo was two 
sunny side cggs so we called them Over Easy 
Records. They changed it to Music For Nations 
‘Then followed Guardians of the Flame in 1983, 
then 84 was the EP, in Europe it was called Cry in 
the Night,in the US it was Waste in the Night with 

You're definitely unique. You can hear hints of 
this band or that, but there’s no one band you 

n point to and say ‘Virgin Steele sound like 

over there years? 
In the carly stuff, the first album had these big 
epic songs like Children of the Storm or the title 
track Virgin Steele, and Danger Zone. Then there 
was more of sort of a Van Halenish thing, a hot 
fod type Of sound. It was somewhat more chick 
orientated in some spots. So it straddled both in 
the carly days, because living here and being 
influenced by Van Halen as well as the whole 
European schtick and Led Zeppelin too. We 
always had our foot in both worlds and even in 
later albums like Life Among the Ruins it's more 
leading towards blucsy Zeppelin kind of thing 
But the cpics were always there from the 
beginning. The second album had Guardian of the 
Flame, Redeemer, these big. grandiose tracks. We 
gradually, as | started taking over more and more 
of the writing. I'm very much at home with that 
dramatic big epic style The songs take on more of 
that with cach release and get more and more epic 
oriented. 
The lust few records you've had this big 
concept going. 
Yeah! The Marriage of Heaven and Hell Part I, 
1T, and Invictus is one big story. They are separate 
albums and each is self contained but they are a 
trlogy concems two characters and their 
incamations  throughout history. The male 
character is Endyamon and the female character is 
Emalaith. The war of humanity against the Gods 
s what those three records are about The House 
of Atreus Act I and of course Act Il is based on 
2000 year old Greek myths. They've changed, 
T've altered them along the way quite a bit Its 
still pretty faithful to the story of a Greek writer 
called Eschalus. There's quite a concepual theme 
going. Even Noble Savage and Age of Consent, 
they didn’t have an obvious concept, there isn't a 
story through those albums like Afreus, but there 
is an overall arching concept, that architecture that 
keeps things cohesive. 
When did you first get 

terested in mythology? 
When [ was a little kid I lived in a theatrical 
household My father has a theater company here 
in Long Island, probably as far back as I can 
remember | saw rehearsals of Greek tragedies and 

rted getting, 

a different racklisting. Then Noble Savage, Age of comedies, Shakespeare, contemporary work, all 
Consent, Life Among_the Ruins, Marriage of kinds of stff So it always 
Heaven and Hell Parts I and II, then Invictus, and 
now House of Atreus Act I 1982 was the year the 
first album actually came out, but we recorded it 

cember 1981 
You've certainly been at this a long time. The 
Iast few records haven't had a US release. 
When did that start where it was a European 
only thing? 
After Age of Consent came out. Life Among the 
Ruins to House of Atreus Act I it was just on 
European import, but now we have Act I released 
in the States again We'll see what that brings 
Europe hes always been very very good to us. We 
tour there regularly. We're hoping to duplicate 
that in the States, the environment seems more 
condhucive to that now. 
How does that feel for most of the 90s being 
shut out of your own country? 
At first it was quite  big drag and frustrating. 
Then, who gives a shit? They really like us in 
Europe and we have the opportunity to go there 
and play there so hey, nothing against the people, 
it's the way the business works here. Whent hey 
want 10 get hip and get back to what's going on, 
then we shall retum. Meanwhile the people in the 
Know in the US would get the import and get them 
directly from us. Its OK, there's always been fans 
in the States. Fans are the same all over. There’s 
just this blind insanity of the way the business 
works here. You had to be Guns n Roses, or Def 
Leppard, or that whole Seattl thing. We never fit 
any of those things. 

sparked the dramatic side of me 
and 1 took to reading myths 
like water! This particular story 
that House of Atreus s built on, 
in all my wandering through 
the lands of myth, those people 
and that story stays fresh in my 
mind, probably because  the 
characters are very human. It's 
a very real story. IU's a timeless 
tale. It could happen today, it 
could happen 5000 years from 
next week I's the kind of 
thing that's always there. | was 
drawn to it for that reason. It's 
this dramatic work of love, 
hate, it has aggression, and @ 
very supematural quality with 
the gods and goddesses 
There's a struggle going on, 
there are four murders_that 
happen. Is heavy stuff for 
metal, for opera. for music in 
gen 
The whole thing with mainly 

tasy metal, things like 
Rhapsody with the big sound, 
1 hear people compare some 
of your concepts to_theirs, 

d it's mot the same thing. 
That  stuff  is  more 
Tolkienesque, Lord of the 
Rings kind of thing. When you 

see the the adverts, the imagery, its all Lord of 
the Rings. The lyrics are all elves and things 
Freddie Mercury was singing about on Queen | 
and II. March of the Black Queen, songs like that 
Do you think the American metal community 
can’take to this? Most of them are still into 
death metal and can’t stand proper singing. 
Some peopl? have an aversion, they're into that 
gruff death thing and they don't want to hear 
anything clse. But I think people go through 
things at particular ages. At one point in your life 
you're into this, then you move on As you 
‘experience more genres over time you tend o be 
openminded. Virgin Steele fans, if you're into 
Virgin Steele, you tend to be more openminded 
anyway because there’s so many elements to the 
thing You wouldn't like the band if you're only 
into one thing 
What is the basic age category of the fan 
Europe? 
It's like 14 or 15 to 50. People who liked metal 
when they were young, or even rock like the 
Beatles, those people are still there. There are 
people that are 40 to 50 years old at the shows, 
with their kids! I's amazing. I's a broad thing 
It's mixed female and male, with us. I's quite 
cosmopolitan. 
1 is habit when listening to things of 
stening on two levels... how I like it, and then 

wondering how everyone else will like it. For 
most people in the US, Greek mythology is 
probably more of a high school English topic. 
I'm wondering if you think metal fans would go 
for something that exists only in high school 
classes? 
1 don’t think it matters. I's not a history lesson 
you're getting here. Its emotion. The tale is 
timeless. It doesn't matter that it's set 2000 years 
10 in Greece. It could be set today in New York 
City or Detroit. The characters are very familiar, 
the events are very familiar, i’ happening every 
day when we open up the news. I do give a 
synopsis in the record of what's going on if you 
want to delve into the myths. That's there. Go to 
the library, g0 to the intemet, check it out. Bu the 
overall feel of the thing, i isn't necessary. It's like 
Invictus, i you didn’t pick up Marriage I and I, 
you wouldn't be aware of the story but it doesn't 
matter, you get the emotion, you sense what's 
happening. I's not crucial to follow line by line, 
word by word, as long as you can get that 
emotion. It's something you grab picces of over 

VIRGIN STEELE 
something you grab right away and the flavor 
wears out like gum. It stays with you. 
On the new one, it seems that there's a lot more 
of the piano parts between the metal songs, that 
there’s not as much of the metal epics on the 
cp. 
‘This is the first act. It sets up a lot of the action for 
things to come. There's a bit more focus on how 
the story should come off, for example the part 
with Cassandra, | wanted that to be delicate. Not 
as abrasive as some of the other tracks. On the 
second record there's more aggression as the plot 
thickens and things get hairier. There's a logical 
development. It was supposed o come out s & 
double album and things would be better 
understood if you had the records side by side. Act 
Iwhile it is complete it does leave you hanging. 1f 
you do follow the story you realize nothing is 
resolved, it leaves you at a criss point The 
second act wraps things up and there are more 
tracks like Through the Ring of Fire. Being an 
opera, I wanted it 1o be true to both worlds, metal 
and classical music. I didn’t want to hold back and 
say ‘It needs more guitar and less piano’, this is 
what i is, these are the songs, take it or leave it 
Under the banner of what it was supposed to be, a 
heavy metal opera, there is the freedom to do that 
Some people who only want to hear crumch, 
crunch, after crunch crunch, might be put off with 
other moments. But that's not my problem. I'm 
into music, I'm not into being pigeonholed into 
this one area Under the bamner of what I call 
metal, the delicate moments are metal, because of 
the harmonic vocabulary, the phrasings that I use. 
If you're a student of metal and of music in 
general, you can distinguish between the genres, 
not because it sounds like this or that, but really 
knowing what you're dealing with as far as 
harmonic vocabulary and thythmic framework. It 
still is metal. It's deep shit, you know? You have 
to wade in deepl You won't get it at the first 
listen, and you shouldn't! 
How have the typical Virgin Steele live shows 
gone? 
They're very much high energy affairs. We 
prepare many, many songs from the releases for 
the tour, 3o the shows are never exactly the same 
every night. We're not a band that does 15 songs 
every night, over, done, same show every night It 
doesn't happen. We jam, we strip some songs out, 
we shorten others, we change the set list nightly. 
I's in the vein of how Zeppelin would tour. Dazed 



and Confused could be 20 minutes! Not that we 
go that indulgent on any of the tracks. But there i 
a spontancaus quality. 'l write a setlst and then 
T won't look at it all night. Il just call them out 
based on what I feel the mudience is responding to 
and what our mood i on any given night 
How has the opera been set up? 
There's a theater company that is presenting the 
opera. There are 11 actors and actresses on stage 
live. What they are singing to are carly mixes of 
the record, minus my lead vocals. s like Virgin 
Steele playing behind the curtain, but it’s on CD. 
‘The actors and actresses do the voeals lve, that's 
how it's working. 1 dida’t have time to finish both 
records and mix them and rehearse and perform 
them,. This thing was performed for the first time 
June 3", and we were still recording and mixing. 
Just the idea of that, it does sound a litte 
Strange. We all hear about Germany being this 
metal heaven, but has anything like this been 
done before? 
No. Not to my knowledge. We defnitely broke 
new ground. A lot of people have talked about it 
before, but nobody had gotten it rom the thought 
stage to where you could go see it It was 
performed 18 or 19 times in one theater, and it 
was the most success they’d had i 38 years! Then 
it wen it on tour in 22 different German cites 
I¢11 start again in December for another rn I's 
quite successful. I3 so sucessful we're doing 
another one in the Spring of 2001. In the same 
theater, we're doing the Marriage of Heaven and 
Hell as an opera. Most people talk about things 
but 'm already working on my second onel Don't 
lt the grass grow under your feet. Keep on, keep 
moving My philosophy is I'm young, I got energy 
onmy side, while I have it let me do what I do. 
There will be a time when I have t0 st down and 
rest but tha time i not now so | want to do what | 
can do, T don't what to wait unil the right time, 
i’ got to be the right moment, the planets have to 
be aligned. Fuck that. I'm sligning the planets! 
‘That's how it's going, Move that stone! Get my 
chariot reads Yeah, we're off 
Have there been discussions about shows in the 
us? 
Now that the record's been released, we do want 

to play here, yeah. We're not doing shows at the people’s faces. 
moment, I'm stil in the studio finishing up Act Il. How's your following outside Germany? 
A soon a5 et I i dome, we're going o prepare Souh America 1 relly good. Avstalis s jst 
the reissue of one or two of the carly records. As starting to happen now. Japan is OK. The States, 
soon as that s ready and done, we'll go on tour for we started off with a bang. I's been building 
quite some time. We'll do Europe, we'll do shows through the imports and the intemet now. It grows 
in the States, Australia, South America, and then I once again. 
think we'll do a live album. Before we get oo far You mention the internet. You have 
ahead of ourselves, we should look back, recap, going, right? 
and present all of these things in a live application. Yeah. We have the home of Virgin Steele, the 
We do different things to them, they sound official website, and then Noise Records has their 
different live, /site, and then there are many sites that fans have 
Has there been any talk of doing the whole done There's the Invictus site that is done by this 
House of Atreus show in the US? gy Nicolo in lItaly. Its quite cool. Stefano 
I'm in discussion with a few people. Ronzoni has & cool site. There are sites from all 
It would probably be someplace like New York, sorts of countries I sent. the official sites all the 

website 

right? information and photographs to get them started 
Probably, although it could tour like the German and I send them things from time to time. I don’t 
company. o the work but it is done by the Australian record 
Yeah, but you'd skip the Southeast. T get tired 
of having o consider road trips! 
In Europe, people think nothing of traveling 6, & 
hours to do a show. You're in Gemmany and 
people will have traveled from ltaly, the Czech 
Republic. It's getting a bit messy over there, with 
50 many bands being signed, but its stll cool. keep going, 
Yeah, but the bottom dwellers there can still As someone who has experience with both, 
sell 10,000 copies. Here the bottom dwellers what is the real difference between the 
don’t do 1000. American and European markets? 
Yeah, and this is a big country. It's weird. The There's a lot more magazines and the business 
Iabels just have to work it more. You know, over works more on print and live performances in 
here I'm on an American division of a European Europe. There's more exposure with MTV and the 
company. They have a European mindset but it's a radio here. Over there you don't have that except 
different market. They have to get more into the in places like Spain and certain parts of ltaly. 
head of how business is done here and how bands Largely, bands gets broken through touring and 
get broken out. through the magazines. The European mindset is 
How big are you in Europe? Are you at the different. And what we do appeals to them. It 
point you make a living? appeals to something innate in their psyche and 
Tlive off of this, I don't do anything else. It wasn't. their spirits. But it’s more radio and video here. 
always like that. I's only been in the past S or 6 One thing T absolutely have to ask. Have you 

company. I check it out and read the guestbook. 
Some of the quotes are pretty amazing. If ever I 
feel like I can’t go on, if I hate the engineer 
want to kill him, I'll ead that and see that people 
are really into it, they're behind it, they're 
expecting more. I can't let them down, I've got to 

years seen the movie Clash of the Titans? 
That's cool. So many people have to hold down Yeah but it was a hunded years ago I think. I 
full time jobs remember it was a cool movie, it had the guy who 
And then have to quit when they go on tour. A lot_ played Penguin on Batman, Burgess Meredith. 
of it i really down to selling enough records, and What did you think of old movies like that with 
Keeping your overhead not o high IU's worked those special effects like Jason and the 
out for us through sheer hard work and being in Argonauts? 
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Great stuffl I like the old movies about that time. 
‘Spartacus, Last Days of Pompei, Ben Hur. I like 
chariot racing, that gets me going! Also, the old 
witcheraft movies like Blood on Satan's Claw, 
Horror Hotel, 1 loved the first Highlander, I loved 
Excalibur. That was all very very appealing to 
me. 
Just because of the imagery, I think I associate 
Jason and the Argonauts and that stuff with 
your band. There aren’t a lot of Greek myth 
‘bands out there! 
T've been exposed to a lot of that Maybe I'm an 
honorary Greek along the wayl We've played 
there. It's enormous! They have this passion for 
us. It's over the top. It helps that I had this 
theatrical upbringing I's natural for me to walk 
around in that headspace. I've been walking 
around with the gods! Is natural. Not just the 
Greeks, there's the Romans who stole a lot from 
the Greeks. Sumerian myths, Celtic myths. 
The last couple of records you seem o be 
sounding a bit more like Eric Adams when you 

1 don't know, I've been singing this way my 
whole life. To me it sounds the same. The first 
record had higher, screechier stuff so that was 
different, but 1 don't know. I have tapes of my 
cover bands doing Robert Plant and Freddie 
Mercury and it's always sounded the same to me. 
Iing to what the song call for, whether it s to be 
aggressive, tender, or high, midrange, wherever it 
will it 1 don't try to sound like anyone else and 
when I was in the cover band I was never 
particularly successful in copying anyone else’s 
sound My voice is my voice. 
Anything else you wanted to add? 
T'm just happy to be back, and have the record out 
in the States. Hopefully all will continue to go 
well here as it is in Europe. We're going to do 8 
film, 8 video for the House of Atreus. We're going 
to compile footage from the performances. We'll 
finish up Act Il and then be out 10 a town near 
everyone soon. Time to take 1 the highway again! 
Listen tolvirginsteele 
‘www noiserecords.com 
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That I p 
the Year list should be all you need to know 
about it. Hell, I even put it above Opeth on one 
poll online just to give them a boost They 
deserve it Imagine Rhapsody's arrangements, 
(not sound or cheese, even if Rhapsody is SO 
yummy cheese) with more of an Amorphis sound 
Jiltered through a very metal melodic framework 
{think a more flowing old Helloween sound) with 
very progressive structures and you'll approach 
Wathering Heights' genius. And the lyrics are 
SO GOD DAMNED GOOD that Wauthering 
Heights has matched Katatonia and almost 
Skyclad in my book of inspiration. And you'll 
throw the disc on and you'll STILL be surprised. 
Eric Ravn, head mastermind (notice most good 
bands are the brainchild of one guy?), called one 
blustery day to discuss Within, the grand poobah 
of progressive power metal, out on Sensory 

that someone else has 
and gotten big to pave 

s not like you sound ke a copy. 
We have certain elements in our music that maybe 
other bands have the same clements. It doesn't 
mean that we copied them. For the symphonic 
stuff, | copied classical music. Rhapsody copied 
classical music. I's ot lke I copied Rhapsody! 
Do you play out live? 
Every so often. It's a bit complicated with the 
voealit in Sweden. There's not very many places 
you can play this music here. We've only done 
ouple of gigs. When we do get a gig we get all 
fired up and blow it all away. We've had a few 
fiery gigs! 
Have you kept the lineup together? 
10’ been stable for a couple of years now. The last 

Records, which you CAN find in US stores. If lineup change was when we did the demo CD for 
you don't e it, DEMAND ! 
S0 how are you today? 
Basically OK. I read your review online. It was 
the first time I've ever been compared to 
pepperoni. 
And clean bums on the street instead of all the 
dirty ones. 

T think it was quite nice 
You've been siting on this recording for about 
ayear. 
The cover artwork was delayed. We tried for a 
long while to get a license deal with Japan which 
fell through. The label didn’t want to bring out the 
album just before Christmas, but we ended up 
doing that anyway this year. And then they didn’t 
want 1o release it in the summertime. 1 don't 
know, I'm not into all this business. | just went 
along, and now it's been a year. Two years since 
we did the first demo version. 
It has to drive you absolutely nuts! 
Yeah, I'm getting stranger and stranger. <laughs> 
10s finally out. T know our local metal magazine 
has it now for review so I'll have proof that it 
actually exist! 1 haven't actually received a copy 
myself. ' taken a year to get this far, what's a 
couple of months more. 
It doesn’t sound dated or anything. It sounds 
fresh. 
Some of the songs are from the beginning of the 
90s The Wanderer's Farewell has been on every 
demo recording I've ever done 
Wit label is it coming out on in Europe? 
Different distributors n_ different. countres. In 
Scandinavia it's Voices of Wonder. Point Music 
in Germany, not so sure about the other counties 
T guess Laser’s Edge in the States 
How did you start coming up with this musical 
style? 
I wish 1 knew. Just a mix of my various 
influences. 1 started off in the late 80s just 
listening to metal. | was influenced by Helloween 
and all this speed metal. We just started to do that 
It came out a bit strange. I couldn’t make my 
songs fit into standard verse-chorus stuff A 
couple years later I began listening to progressive 
stuff like Dream Theater, and the later Riot stuff [ 
was very taken by them. I totally fell in love with 
Trish folk music and it took off from there. I listen 
t0.alot of different music, almost all genves. I try 
t0 do what I think I like the sound of. Hopeflly it 
will work 
‘The songs are years old, it has to drive you nuts 
secing all these Rhapsody references, even in 
your press bio. 
We did melodic speed, when Helloween was just 
out, and we did gothic viking metal before there 
was any black metal scene, and we did orchestral 
stuff before Rhapsody even existed! Not to say I'm 
very innovative, but it's strange that people beat 
you and get their albums out quicker. 

Within. We had a deal with Prophecy Productions, 
we did the record, and then they didn’t want to 
release it So we were stuck with a finished 
record. It sounded temrible because of the studio. 
We had to make changes. The vocals didn't work, 
the drums didn't work Our vocalist became our 
drummer and got Kristian Andren for our vocalist 
Prophecy thought we were a gothic thing. I've 
never hidden what we were but | understand why 
they did it They signed us on a demo tape that 
had a very dark sound. They believed it was 
something else. I never hid anything from them! 
Laser's Edge came in and saved the day. 
‘With material like yours, you definitely have 
2 good production. 
Tt was a very nice experience being in the studio 
for the second time. We knew what was to be 
done, we'd already recorded every detail. We 
had a different way of working everything 
worked, we came at a scheduled time, we left at 
a scheduled time. It was not like when we did 
the first version. We were scheduled to begin at 
11am and we got to work at 4am the next day! 
It was a different experience. Of course, with 
very good producers who understood what we 
wanted Also the new linewp worked. Very 
professional 
That always helps. At what point in time did 
Intromental get involved? 
Just afier we'd signed to Prophecy. Intromental 
had just started up. I've known the guys since 
way back and when they started it was natural 
for us to join them. We've been with them since. 
the beginning. They've really been able to help 
us. They have a lot of connections. 
For the album itself, there is a concept going 

T've always cared a lot for the lyrics. It's my 
‘main inspiration for the music. I write the lyrics 
fist It revolves around experiences from my 
own life. You could call them autobiographical 
fairytales. It's not the Rhapsody type fantasy 
type story. It's based on reality but presented in 
a mythological kind of way. I’s a joumney, a 
quest for insight and a quest for peace of mind. 
A questto retain sanity. The music itself is kind 
of therapy for myself when writing It's not a 
contimous story. Each song is  chapter in my 
life. 1’s planned as a trilogy, three steps on the 
joumey to evolving. Each of the songs can be 
enjoyed on their own as well ‘There are 
recurring themes like the wanderer and so on. 
1 don't talk to that many bands that work 
with the lyrics first and then build the music 
around t i 
not a musician, but I rea 
read everything I can, and I appreciate good 
Iyrics a lot more. I hate bands that make 
music and just throw in Iyrics just to have 
some there. 
Pye discovered that people usually write music 
the reverse way than me. If I don't have the 

lyrics 1 don’t know where to get inspiration for the 
music. If you want to be sincere in your 
expression the music has to fit with the lyrics. | 
appreciate good lyrics. I don’t think very many 
bands live up to the standards 1 at least try to 
reach. Of course, Skyclad i the ultimate goal for 
mastery of yrics. 
Oh yeah! 
Martin Walkyier is god! He's the master poet of 
time! He's a huge inspiration. I'm a big fan of 
Tolkien, he's another master of words. Big 
inspiration. If one day I can do one lyric that 
would live up to the Martin Walkyier standard I'll 
be a happy man 
I read some of that stuff and I'm blown away 
by his Iyrics. The last things released here were 
Irrational Anthems and Oui Avant Garde A 
Chance, and it seemed to just die. Nobody 
cared. That just sucked! 
1t's a very small band in Europe as well. They're 
always strugeling That's part of their appeal 
They are true working class heroes! They don't 
sell very many records at all. They haven't played 
a gig here in Denmark for five years. The last time 
they were here 30 people showed up You can't 
live on that. The people who know them respect 
them decply. There's so much crap out there and 
the best band in the world doesn't get any 
recognition! It's a strange business. 
That has to be frustrating. One of your main 

tions can’t get anywhere and now here 
you are trying to make a go of it. Hopefully 
they'll get a new a new label that can push 
them better. 
1 thought they'd do something when they got on 
Massacre. Part of the problem is they are so 
original, you can't put them in any genre, really. 
But what would we do without the progressive 
bands? They are truly a progressive band. 
Where are you from originally? 
From here, a suburb of Copenhagen. 
You write English very well, you speak English 
very well, T wonder what foreign langusge 
education is like over there. 
Usually we're quite good at English. We have to 
leam other languages. Nobody in the world 
understands Danish! From TV and everything, 
language cducation is quite good as well. For me 
personally, it's a hobby of mine. I love language. 
T'd like t0 speak more languages than I actually 
can. It started with Tolkien. Of course I've read 
his main books like Lord of the Rings. Then I 
started reading the reissues of old manuseripts in 
old English. Totally exciting stuffl It took off 
from there. | try to experiment with writing in 
archaic styles. L just fell in love with words more 
and more. It's very important to me to have this 
high standard in my lyrics. With this kind of 
music, this symphonic and progressive stuff, you 
can't have Anthrax style street language. Things 
have to it 1 drive people crazy saying strange 
things and making long elaborate sentences. It’'s a 
bitof fn 
Throughout the CD, almost everything is 
completely yours, music and lyrics. There are a 
few songs where other people make 
contributions. How does that work. Are you the 
musical dictator 
T've never set out to be a dictator. It started when [ 
formed my frst band in high school. Nobody else 
could come up with anything It came out that 
way. | started off writing and felt I could do this 
50 1 just kept on doing it I've never prohibited 
anyone from contributing but it's never been that 
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much. It has to do with the way I write. I don't never had big metal bands and not many people well as Memento Mori and Candlemass. It's the it's tough to rehearse enough and to compose. It's 
show up at the rehearsal room saying ‘Hey, I have come to the concerts. In Sweden and Germany same people in all the bands, i’s funny. I visited quite nice to have a lot of material already. 
= new riff, let's make a song out of it The other they have a metal ‘scene’ where you can tell by Kristian in Stockholm and met a lot of them. Ay touring possibilities or fun stuff for this 
£2y3 each are the master of their instruments, 0 how a person looks if they're into metal. I don’t Meeting your idols and drinking them under the record? 
for instance the drummer will invent a better drum think Denmark is & good example but definitely table! We had drinking session with Fifth Reason Practically, it's quite difficult to it into our 
pattem than | ever could. The whole structure and metal lives. Also in Spain and ltaly and Greece when they were down here. 4 out of S members of schedules. And we have no money! If the label 
feel of the song is my work. it's bigger than it's ever been with cool bands 
The name Wuthering Heights, how did you Maybe the scene has moved to different countries 

but in Burope in general the scene is a lot bigger 
had a ot of names. Every time we come up. than what I believe there to be in the US. There 

with a really good name someone has stolen il are still a hardcore following here in Copenhagen 
That's the way it goes, someone has always that keeps to the old values, 5o to speak. We have 
released a record before we have. It had to say one hard rock place with live music, we have a 
something about what we were doing | was metal record shop, and those are the centers of the 
against all these new 3o called progressive metal scene in Copenhagen. Most metal bands in 
bands, you know, Dreamscape Theater, Labyrinth, Denmark are harder than Wuthering Heights. 
1 found it to be clcheé. 1 wanted something o be a They are death meta, black metal. Possibly the 
litle different. T've always known the book and only band in Denmark we can be compared t0 is 
thl(.uhuhmlwu,mtlmm‘mmtkaydflwmtymmuy\mhnwnmbnmk 
Angra version 30 1 said lets go with Wuthering but they're huge in Japan. I's part of the Danish 
Heights! Its the only thing we could agree on. mentality, you're not supposed to be too good or 
There's no deep meaning, It fits with the way I see oo famots! In Denmark is seems things have to 
the band. Not that intellectual, we want to be mediocre. 
‘entertain and pull o big show with lots of lights A lot of people in metal are into mediocrity. 
‘and bombs and stuff It its the music. The biggest success in now is 
‘The symbol you've got? 
I’ the olde English letters for W and H. I's for are on a Greek label and theyre huge down there. 
fun. It's nice as a litle thing for teenags fans to They've sold a lot a records. We share a rehearsal 
‘write all over their papers and things. I remember room. 
that, drawing pumpkins and things Is there a division between the death and more 
‘How old are you? traditional scenes there? 
I'm2s. Because there are so few metal fans we stick 

get together. We get along fine. It's not like Norway 
into Helloween until 2 years ago. To me the with all the different directions of black metal 
things you'd draw on your notebooks would be making war. It's a little more calm in Denmark. 
like the TS for Twisted Sister. We want to listen t0 a ltle metal and drink some. 

1 got into metal quite late. 1 started out with beer. Not allthat serious. 
Europe and The Final Countdown. If they hadn't The one part on the record that sticks out on 
done that I would never have played metal for the record is the middle of Sorrow in 
sure. That was the start of it all. Two years later I Memoriam. It's almost a death voice going on 
started lstening to the old stuff like Ozzy and ron there. 
Maiden. When 1 heard Helloween I was totally That's actually myself singing there. It's an old 
sold. Now I want to do heavy metall At the song Sometimes I write these parts with two many 
‘moment I'm rediscovering things fom before my words for the real vocalist. I have to pretend I'm 
time like old Deep Purple and Rainbow. To do Martin Walkyier and do it myself. It works. In the 
music like Deep Purple, these guys rule! If  ever middle of all these symphonic beauty stuff, here's 
become 50 years old I want to be like Jon Lord! this burstof rage. 
T'm listening to a lot of old stuff. 1 was wondering how you'd get Andren to do 
T've been going back and getting the old Dio that. You didn’t! Who comes up with the vocal 
and Rainbow stuff. I was two months old when melodies, you or Kristian? 
the first Rainbow album was recorded, but That's me. So far. The songs were more or less 
holy shit! 1 can see some people’s point when finished when he joined. The melody lines were 
they talk ahout how good the old days wers and. desigred to g0 along with the song. I's ot like 

crap comes out today, but a lot of you can improvise the vocals To get the 
et e ly the good stuff from the harmonious choruses you have very certain ways 
8 s ey are o g EVERVFINC, e voul e b b | i 1 slody . The 
that's coming out now. music is more or less the backing of the melody. 
There was probably a lot of crap in the 70s but I's more a pop thing, really. <laughs> 
‘you forget about them because you only have the How did you get hooked up with Kristian? 
‘g0od records left. 1 have a huge record collection, Through Intromental. They searched for vocalists 
Tlike getting a lot of stuff. Especially now that a and chose Kristian. It tumed out great. He's a very 
Iot of it is on CD you can get a lot of those old professional guy. He really boosted the band to 
records. I've done that. Bought all these 705 another level. In Denmark there are no vocalists 
bands. I really like the pomp groups of the 70s That's just a fact. We had to go abroad. There are 

S that's why ke this huge sound. T've probably 2o 3 vocalts i thisgre i Devark, 
understood the grunge scene. Lets get period. Theres ane of the previous guys from 

together in a garage and play boring music very Royal Hunt but he's not in music anymore, and I 
loud with three instruments. | don't get it! If 1 can't think of anyone else, 5o we had to go abroad. 
could do quadruple vocals on you I wanted to avoid the typical progressive metal 
know? I don’t get it. I guess it's the same way vocal. A lot of new bands sound the same vocal 
‘when punk started as a reaction o this symphonic wise. I like vocalists with a certain degree of 
stuff If it sounds good, what the fuck? individualism. Every really great band has a 
When grunge hit death metal was also really vocalist with a very ditinctive voice. Not 
big. T guess there was two ways to go fo get necessarily the technical best vocalist, but Ill 

i 

probably have led to Korn and all these things. The vocals have 10 go along with the sometimes 
T've never been able to catch up on everything evilness of the lyrics. That was a problem with the 
T've never been able to tell Red Hot Chili Peppers first version of the record, the vocals were too nice 
from all these other other bands, Nirvana, Rage for the lyrics. I really think it works. 

things 
Since 1992, I've been effective cut off from the Yeah In the earlest days I sang them myself. To 
real world of music. Which is great when no great success, really. So now I only do the 

wast” In the US we have this idea of what metal Does he still deal with the other bands he's 
is in Europe and how popular it is. Is it in any been in? 
way connected to music in general or s it an He still in Fifth Reason. They're trying to get a 
underground thing like in the US where if label deal He has this project with Mike Wead 
you're into metal you're probably cut off from called Hemisear. 1 guess that's just a recording 
everything? project. Just Fifth Reason then. 

1t's on a lower level than what it was before but Half of everybody in Sweden has 2 project with 
's still recognized as a genre. From time to time Mike Wead. 
there's a good metal album and people recognize You have 20 musicians and 100 bands! 1 like a lot 
that. Denmark is a poor metal country. We've of Swedish stuff 1 was a huge Hexenhaus fan, as 

Fifth Reason ended up puking the same night It wants to pay us then we'll do a tour but we can't 
was a beautiful thing! afford anything. 1 don't think there will be any 
Deflnitely not the usual progressive metal talk! large 
No highly trained classical musicians here! What do you do in your day job? 
laughs> Its all just a bit of fun. T work for the city of Copenhagen collecting 
One thing I like about you guys is a lot of taxes. We have a wide variety of jobs in the band. 
progressive metal bands forget the metal We stll have one guy in high schooll The 
part... drummer s a chef That's nicel Our keyboard 

T never set out to be progressive really. I's 50 player is an engincer for Nokia mobile phones. 
strange, 1 don't know how much you have this Kristian installs security alarms for old people 
true metal thing in the States, but here it’s 10 We have a new guy in the band too, a new thythm 
bands every day making records and calling guitarist, the younger brother of our manager, to 
themselves true metal and wearing spikes and be able to reconstruct our sound live. 
leather. I don't know what the true bit is. I don’t What are your three favorite movies? 
think being true should prevent you fom being Star Wars I-IL No. Willow, a Danish movie In 
innovative and progressive. 1 just want to.play  the Middle of the Night, and everything by Monty 
heavy metal! And 1 want to do it originally. Python. Wait a minute. My favorite movie, of 
There's so many subgenres, [ don't know what 1o course, Braveheart! That's the greatest movie of 
do with them. If it sounds good, I like it If not, 

must be because they have nothing to offer! 
So what's in your future? 
T've written the next three albums already. 
<laughing> Oh god! 
The next album we've already played several of 
the songs for a couple years. So it's just the last 
adjustments and then o the recording. It's going 
to be a little more technical, more progressive but 
with the same basic elements like strong melody 
lines and the folk bits. Symphonic sounds. OF 
course yrically t's the next step of the journey, a 
bit darker. Perhaps more strange. I really like 
some of the new songs. It's the same thing but 
T've leamed better ways of composing I've found 
my own way of doing things. 
How long before you get caught up with your 
writing and album releases? 
T've never stopped writing throughout all of this. 
If getting record deals would stop you from 
writing, 
for the first time in two years and I wrote a new. 
album! I'd like to do totally different things on the 
side. For so many years I've concentrated on the 

alltime. How could I forget that? 
Manticora. They're with Intromental as well. They who cares? People need 1o label their music. It Three favorite books? 

Lord of the Rings, Silmarilion, and the Hobbit 
‘What do you think of the movie they're putting 
together? 
It sounds interestifg. 1 really feared it would be 
some Disney Hollywood crap. That would piss me 
off 1 can't imagine how they can make Lord of 
the Rings, but OK. I've heard a rumor that Blind 
‘Guardian will do something for it 
Have you seen any of Peter Jackson's previous 
work? 
T'm not sure. He did Brain Dead? 
One of the bloodiest horror movies ever! 
‘Tha fits better than Steven fuckign Spielburg! 
T'm thinking this is ither going to be a disaster 
or anyone who can make a movie like that is 
obviously tweaked enough where he probably 
£rew up on Tolkien wo! 
There’s a lot of places you can go wrong there. It 
ould be terible. Let's hope natl 

I have lots of ideas. I took @ week off Any final words? 
Let's hope people check out the record! That 
‘would be nice. I struggled for a decade for it. And 
then of course, a always, ugly people have a right 

heavy metal band, T'd like to do some other stuff to sex as well 
100 it's all a matter of time really. To get the time 
t0do itall. As long as you have to keep a day job. 

hole in the 
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GLOBAL METAL MAIL ORDER 

Hole In The Wall has thousands of new and used metal 
CDs and LPs online at great prices. Two years of business, 
no ripoffs! Check out our online catalog, updated weekly — 

secure credit card ordering available! 

NEW CD'S 
BROKEN HOPE Grotesque Blessings $9.99 
‘COALESCE 072 Revolution In Just Listening $8.49 
'CONTROL DENIED Fragile Art of Existence $12.99 
DARKTHRONE Ravishing Grimness $16.99 
DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN Calculating Infinity $12.49 
ENSLAVED Blodhemn, Eld or Frost $12.49 
HAMMERFALL First Crusade VHS video! $16.99 
HEADSTONE EPITAPH Power Games $12.49 
ICON 1984: Live Bootleg CD $12.49 VHS video $17.99 
LUNGBRUSH Old School-New School $9.99 
RUNNING WILD remastered reissues as low as $10.49 
SATYRICON Rebel Extravaganza $12.99 
‘SODOM Code Red $11.99 
STRATOVARIUS The Chosen Ones $13.99 

THYRFING Hednaland $11.99 
TWISTED SISTER Spitfire Reissues $9.98-$12.99 
VITAL REMAINS Dawn of the Apocalypse $12.49 
Visit our website at www.holeinthewall.com for more! 
To order any of the above tities, add $2 US/S3 world per CD for shipping (checks 
payable to Keith Bergman). Send to Hole In The Wall Music, PO Box 2616, 
Toledo OH 43606. No printed catalog available, so don't ask, Slappy. 



CONTRIBUTING LABELS (All are from the USA unless otherwise indicated) 
| At (AFT Box 721 7407 Trondheim NORWAY v gecites confstippit 340 
[Aubum (AUB) PO Box 925, Medina, OH 442580925 www. 
[Avaigasdc Vs (AGM): Vi De A ; 20123 M TALY ot avatgatdemsic.com 
Black Metal.Com (BM): PO Box 191211; San Francisco, CA 94119 www blackmeal com 
(Ccoponcus (CAC): 231 Portoballo R Londn W11 LT UK wrw cacopbons o 
(Candiclight (CAN) 2 Elgin Ave; London W9 3QP UK www.candlelightrecords co. 
(Century Media (CM): 1453-A 1dth St #324, Santa Monica, CA 90404 ol R 

Dragon 
[Earache (EAR): 295 Lafayette St #915; New York, NY 10012 www carache com 
[Free Association Records (FAR) Radio City Station; PO Box 2195, New York, NY 10101 
IFull Moon (FMP): 2039 Roxburgh Ct; Lakeland, FL 33813 wwrw. fmp666.com 
[Hamimerheart (HAM): PO Box 277, 6300 AG Valkenburg HOLLAND www xsdall /~hhr 
Hevy Devy (HDR) PO Box 44116, Bumaby BC VSB 42 CANADA members home nethevydevy/ 
[Holy (HOL): BP 59, 77263 La Ferte Sous Jouarre Cdx FRANCE holyrecords@wanadoo. & 
Howling Bull (HBA): PO Box 40129, San Francisco, CA 941400129 www howlingbull com 
Inside Out (I0A) 344-TB Oakville Dr, Pittsburgh, PA 15520 www insidecutmusic com 
Limb Music (LMP) Postfach 60 25 20, 22235 Hamburg GERMANY www lmb-music de 
Listenable (LIS): BP 59, 62311 Boulogne/Mer FRANCE www lstenable com 
[Martyr Music (MAR) PO Box 45, Natick, MA 01760 www.martymmusicgroup.com 
[Metal Blade(MB) 2828 Cochran St; PMB 302; Simi Valley, CA 93065-2793 www metalblade.com 
IMIA: 315 Church St 2nd Floor, New Yerk, NY 10013 www.mia-records com 

(MF) Asbeidersamfunnets Pl | www moonfog com 
[Moribund (MOR): PO Bax 77314; Seattle, WA 98177 www. grave comy~meg/moribund/ 
Music Cartel (TMC) 106 West 32t ¥ FI, New York, NY 10001 www music-cartelcom 
[Napalm (NRA): PO Box 382; Bremerton, WA 98337 napalm@silvelink net 
[Nectopolis (NEC) PO Box 14815, Fremant, CA 94539-4815 www nectopalistec.com 
o (0D 1233 Vet B 4285, S Coy A 91604 v s com 
orthwind (NW): PO Box 157 Tortona (AL) ITALY 
Nowam Yo Mot (VUMD PO B 21 0.956 Wassawn 10 POLAND m@supernetia 
[Nuclear Blast (NBA): PO Box 43618, Philadelphia, PA 19106 www. 
(Olympic (OLY): PO Box 7217, Elgin, I 60121 www olyrecords com 
|Osmse (OS) 470 Sunset Bivd 46, Los Angeles, CA 90027 www csmosepreductions com 
[Pavement (PAV): PO Box 505350; Phosnix, AZ 85076 wiw. pavementmusic com 
[Peaceville (PEA): 333 Latimer Rd; London W10 6RA UK www.peaceville.com 
[Pessimiser Records (PES): PO Box 1070; Hemmoss Beach, CA 90254 
[PHD/Blackend (PHD) Unit 15, Bushell Business Estat; Hithercroft, Wallingford OXON OX10 9DD UK| 
[vww plastichead com 
IProphecy (PRO). Kurfurstenst 5;54492 Zeltingen GERMAN Y wwww.prophecyproductions de 
[Raven Music (RAY) PO Box 212, Raanana 43101 ISRAEL 
[Redblack (RBL) Kopecna 7, 602 00 Bmo CZECH REP. Redblack@telecom.cz 
[Red Stream (RED): PO Box 542; Camp Hill, PA 17001-0542 www stream com 
[Relapse (REL): PO Box 251; Millrsvile, PA 17551 vwow relapse.com 
[Rondel Records (RON) PO Box 222179, Great Neck, NY 11022 worw majestic-rondelsecords.com 
[Roctof All Evil (ROAE): 636 N Snelling Ave; St Paul, MN 55104 www: rootofallvil com 
Season of Mist (SOM): 24 rue Brandis, 13005 Marseille FRANCE season@worldnet 
[Sensory (SEN): PO Box 388, Voorhess, NJ 08043-0388 www.lasercd. com 
SpnfamySpiafm (S PO Bex 2100181 Helank FINLAND v st & 
ISpitfire (SPI): www spitfirerecords. 
[Underround Sympheny (US) PO Box 3 15060 Basalzzo [TALY wivw skaseviees com 

ENCYCLOPEDIA CHAOTICA Fredman- Nordstrom- 7- 62:29 
1 said to Warrel Dane diectly that I loved everything Like there was any doubt i the world what was going. 
he's done except that Sanctuary's Refige Denied o be in this space this month. First thought was that 
“sucked” Well, a year laer, I'v finally gotten ahold the producton is bettr than My Amms Your Hearse 
of it and given it some serious listens. Warrel, my Maybe even better than Momingrse. Miksel's snging 
man, you ARE excessive on the window shattering voice improves tenfold each album, and no exception 
shricking, which s where | went wrong on the CD i here. Yes, he's niow 1000x the singer he was on 
the st place. Other than tiat, goed st Ftes Orlid. This alum is basaly o seinement nd 
‘Waming’s first three albums kick my ass. John Arch s perfecting of the My Ams Your Hearse style of 

in the same way Warrel was on Refuge writing much in the same way Momingrise was 
Denied (in fact, Arch never, EVER leaves the compared to Orchid The cover art isnt simple 
stratosphere...), but the music.. WOW! IF only Ray anymore which is shocking that 1 notice something 
Al singing s e o v (uxd o prtnding t ke e, Sl tly siiking Travs Smtsart job 
be Arch as on No Exif, would somehow rerecord the hardly a negative. I've had this only a matter of hours 

‘Studio- Producer (band: 

BAND NAME (Nation)- Tite- Label 

$5=Weak and useless record 
$853=OK. but there’s so much better out there 
$885= Best-of subgenre, should appeal to all metal fans 
$5858= Essential, masterful metal for ANY metalhead 

-produced denoted with *)- # of tracks- Time of CD 
Contactinformation for the band will be given when known. Contact the label 

is 8 eason that Opeth 2 ™3| ifyou'e iterested <= information i o iven.Finding good musi shouldn't 
be difficult, but while it s, please do your best o search it ut. 

‘Some of these reviews were to be runin issue six and are further organized. 
In these eviews, the wriing is broken up into M (music), V/L (vocalslyrics), 

P (production and packaging), 1B (Info Bits), NIC (Notes/Comments ) 
swallows. | feel like a very, very bad writer since 1 
lack the ability to convey the utter divimuty, 
importance, and enjoyabilty that this CD just pours. | 
daresay if you don't like this album or Opeth then 
yaure in some way mentally impaired because this 

status quo filler as N'Sync o B*Witched. Yeah, some 
of them can play guitar. N'Syne can sing. Whats your 
‘point? It lacks convition and soul either way. Yes, | 
‘am pissed at each and every one of you because while 
the 2nd and 3rd Opeth albums have been the best 
metal has to offer, sales havent corresponded with 

that To every fan that does not have Momingrise and 
My Amms Your Hearse in your collection... EAT ME. 
But there s till time to repent and join Opeths mighty 

folky out there. The more brutal pats really arent 
especially brutal (in fact, this album has a laid back 
vibe compared to the firt 3). Force them into a head 
on collsion, and you have perfection in music. 
Serenity iterrupted by chaos intermupted by serenity 
etc etc. It keeps your attention. It DEMANDS your 
involvement. It engages your intelect and stil 
‘manages to satisfy your darker instincts. Produced 
perfectly. Writfen wonderfully. It tells a story. T4 

ifitis.. this is entirely emotional and every time | hear 
it and read it there is so much more to find... and 
‘English isn't Mikael's first language? | defy anyone to 
remain unmoved after the 1-2 punch of the acoustic 
Face of Melinda and the entirly death metal assault of 
Serenity Painted Death. | could go on forever. Every 
‘page of this zine filled with my thoughts on Opeth's 
Still Life. Every riff, every space left empty on disc, 
every drum beat. Bur Im probably belaboring the 
point as it is. If nothing | have ever witten has ever 
moved you to explore a new band, please, just this 
once, listen to me. Without this band we'r all nothing. 
‘Support Opeth. Buy Stil Life. 
‘www.opeth com 
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Vocals over that early, METAL, music. Whew. I'm s [ write this ist part of the review so you'e getting Explosive, viclent, chaotic death metal I can't deny 
g0ing to g0 so far as o say Night on Brocken is one ofjust some thought blasts. | feel fortunate to have Opeth the energy and power but | can deny the relevance of it 
the et ecrds | have EVER heard. I Arch had 2 3 fvritc band becas the past cople of monts . T ave to go ahead and give the ned for you 

mmhmmmm@mmx« 

album of the 90s. Maybe. I don't understand people. musicaly. 
going all gooey over Dream Theater yet the “Tage Metallica. Within 30 seconds of throwing this on 1 et pep and energy for 40 fll minutss and they don'tlose: 
nlyaciev suceess trough th plaina seling id e, thenjo a e, s WAS Opet s o hem, me cne. Morid Angel with the s odd eads cver 
project Trans Siberian Orchestra. Say what? | now and they have hit ancther home run. | knew within 30 the scsking distortion thythm guitar style feeds into 
have 9 of the 11 Savatage albums... and | know where seconds. It starts off with acoustio guitars and the my brain when | lsen to this too. OK, so this isnt 
o find those other ones! | mention all of these for a magic conjured when acoustic guitars are recorded brain dead. The cover is a comic book rendition of a 
reason. Fates Waming's irst 3 albums, both Sanctuary corectly can NOT be matched. They do lots of demonic last supper, and there are songs named 
CDs,and atleast B of the Savatage CDs are all bargain acoustic over distorted guiar combinations. A lot. Temple of Rancid Filh, Forced Osculum Infame, and 
priced. T found many of them for $10.99 at Tower, and more changing up between the clean singing and the 
some for as lite as $6.99. Check into your local VOICE growling. Im somry, Mikael's growls are the 
record shop or CDNow and go for it. American metal 
in the 80s (and 90s for that matter) was far more than 
Megadeth, Slayer, Metallca, and whatever clse. And a 
hell ofa lot better too. 

TO ALL BANDS, WEBMASTERS, AND 
EVERYONE ELSE: When setting up your website, | 
‘understand getting your own domain name s @ pain in 
the butt, and it costs maney. Go to hitp/come.o and 
get a FREE. domain name, such as come to/swarw. 
That way, yow URL may stll really be 
‘www frechost com/recbie/x642- 

chtm but youTl be able i veirmerodl v pope S0 ey Tgh el e 1o plasays 
ALBUM OF THE ISSUE 
TR M TE) 

Sercest, most powerful, and_distinctive in metal. 
PERIOD. Lots more guitar leads in hete too which 
makes me smile as air guitar o leads is a ot less limp 

‘Opeth. Shartest songis 5:01 and four songs are 9:00 o 

that lies within this band is simply... no, not ‘smply 
‘The talent within this band is mcredibly vast. So 
‘monstrous is this work of art that if making albums 

then Opeth has dlinched the 
championship spot because this is IT. While it would 

‘The Sharing of Taughts with the Dead. Yes, it said 
“taughts’ So yes, while 1 have 1o say | am impressed. 

‘Suffocation, Deicide, Internal Bleeding, Broken Hope, 
and 20 more S death metal bands you can think of in 
terms of pure oh-my-fucking-godness. If Strapping 
‘Young Lad were orthodex death metal, they just might 
sound like Abaddon Incamate. 

AGENT STEEL (USA) Omega Conspiracy CAN 
$55§ 

Bill's- Versailes & *- 10- S1:11 
No, John Cyrii i ot hre. Yes,this is an old ass band 

So what exactly does this record have to offer then? 
Ten songs of ass kicking, sci fi, power-cum-thrash 
metal Ten years older, and for once wiser, they 
temper their aggression with not-so-aggressive (but 
certanly still metal) parts, amanging things so when 
they DO kick it in, what's kicked in i your face! This 

kicks ASS. Vocalist Bruce Hall tears shit UP with his 
clear, powerful, non whiny tone. But when he goes up 
for the notes. . YES! YES! YES! If thrash metal had 

Twirlygirl?” Aasaaht)) 
PO Box 1043; Sierra Madre, CA 91025-4043 
www msstate jagentsteel/agentsteel 

AMON AMARTH (SWE) The Avenger MB 
55512 

Abyss- . 7.36:11 
Do you like the idea of all of those viking’ bands 
(Falkenbach, Einherer, Thyrfing), but thing al those. 
ice skating keyboard melodies and full bellied Odin 
clean vocals are a bit much to swallow? Hmmm.. 
Amon Amarth i the answer to your problems! Amon 
Amarth (Mount Doom’ from Tolkien.. 1 swear that 
looking through the glossary at the back of the 
Silmarillion is ike unlocking the secrets of all heavy 
metl) gives us songs about thngs ke the Naglir, 

the Rainbow Bridge, Thr, etc. Song ttles 
ik Metabwrath, God His Son and Holy Whare, North 
Sea Stomm, and The Last with Pagan Blood tell you 

‘whats going on Iyricaly. Musically? True Norwegian 
Crap Metal (tm) did do something usefu...that widdly 
niffing style automatically brings Norway' to mind. 
That is useful for seenery in a viking album. Make no 
mistake, this is a death metal styled album, but instead 
ofyour imenotonous chugga lugea US tyled takes-no- 
talent just-practce song fller, we have that black 
metal widdly traveling up and down the fretboard. 
Much more interesting, and heavy meta, things 
happen around thatSome of the prime riffpattems do. 
quite rule. Vocaly ifs that screamy Gothenburg style 
bu the mix is proper so he worlt get on your nerves. 
The cover and packaging just RULE as well In the 
end, a soid, SOLID album, definely a leat as good 
as their debut full ength, but a the end of the day ifs 
yust another good sold metal album. 
eww amonamarth com 

ANAL CUNT (USA) It Just Gets Worse EAR 
s§ 

Headroom- =- 39-32.35 
Thave every Anal Cunt CD ever made. They suck shit 
But they are so fucking awful they're good as camp. 
Songs on this one are You Robbed @ Sperm Bank 
Because Youre a Cum Guzing Fag, Chris Bames is 
a Pussy, I Lt Your Baby on Fire, Easy E Got AIDS 
From Freddy Metcury, | Fucked Your Wife, e etc. 
Lyrcs included this time. AC are a big 2¢ro musially, 
but | can' stop laughing my ass offa this, and if they 
hadsit sent it, | would have gone and 
PO Box 650101; W. Newton, MA 07465 

ANCIENT (NOR) The Halls of Eternity MB. 
55§ 

Fiying-*- 1-61:30 
Ancient's last album, Mad Grandiose Bloodfiends, was. 
& spectacular album that was also highly controversial. 
‘About half of the reviews | saw HATED it, the other 
half thought it was quite adventurous and different. 1 
liked it, myself, even if it was good as theater and not 
as anything ‘mportant” WL ah,the band prety much 

you can believe ), a drummer nemed Krigse, and the 
retuming (for one song which he does completely) 
Jesus Chastl And a bass drum sowd that is 
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S 6 k7 Ay, tis ens p s ik evles@uctcom N/C- There is 5o very much to take in here. It truly Var-* & fp- 10- 4827 
‘Cainian Chronicle... ot a allbad, but you just want to 1ifts my heart to hear musicians... no, arists of such 1 saw a catalog somewhere misprint this as Electrc 
‘hang yourselfaftr 60 minutes of it ASDIVINE GRACE (FN)Supremates AG e nd musial socoplmen i ll av . Suking Machine), and, b, sy .. ot the rame 
‘www ancientband com ss812 them (o sing about sci fi and fantasy topics, that do fts. The best way I can descrbe his i if REM of 

2.7 104528 ‘promo shots canying swords and wearing armor and. today wrote allthe songs they writ foday but use the 
ANGEL CORPSE (USA) Th Insorable OLY  Downbeat,fanai Sonind ot rock ou of ik, bave big powes ace kighis on i cove Any. intméntution they a5 s whet ey, st Ca 

sss12 Like most i bands, s et someting band Bt owes th exstnce o RE Howwd, HP you b the deummer here s abso in Infemc? 
Mortisound & Audiclab- Morris- 8- 34:29  that makes it stand out and at the very least be not. Lovecraft, Michael Moorcock, and JRR Tolkien will Anyway, I dont know what emotional buttons Beyond 

e sy s hce e Lot er op 1 du't ' e wser . L. st m houe Thote o Yoo o D wih i vih énge ey Lisc, Fo 
‘Voivods Nothingfuc+ onto the teseo for the st time nothing. Maybe it's just a Finnish thing fo hate or ‘too mafure® for fantasy based lyrics can fck off Ist Verboten, and Certain Qualies, but really, I don't 
i e e abrys e CD ot with bl 1 dout 1 Bongh Ax e oo o b bk Dot agmuion, onl, . s s e 

for them to be as bad as [ remember. And sure enough, immediately springs to mind and does somersaults is it is nothing less than suicide. Bal Sagoth are  BLOODBATH (SWE) Breeding Death CM 
. 555 

‘whatever Tertorixer inspired adjectives I could nick to makesthis sometimes sound ke something out of the and it’s time we all woke up o that Sanctuary- *-3- 1314 
say 'suck’ but musically it is pretty fucking cool. So 405, and the entire thing is haunting. The vocals of “This s Mikael fiom Opeth, Dan Swano, and Anders 
‘what does that have to do with Angel Corpse? Haha, Ania Kalske are just, well, very tastefil, and she’s BEHIND THE CURTAIN (DEN) TillBirth Do Us  and Jonas from Katatonia fucking around drunk one 
ot a fucking thing! About Angel Corpse, 1 must quite good at things, coming across sounding like a Part SEN night and creating something that nvals any death 
‘mention that the release of The Inexorabe on Olympio cross between a lounge singer and somewhat like 5512 metal fom the early 90s. Well not the eite, but arly 
Records is a great big fuck off to the Osmose Amncke of the Gothering (fom generic stupid Asbenraa- Hansen & *-9- 5521 Death, Massacre, Grave, et has nothing on this. It i a 
*American office Angel Compse s il on Osmose but comparisons 101 Female Fronted Groups chapter). As the piano melodies of the inro, [ Believe come out fun litle thing with songs like Omnious Bloodvoit 
aftr 2 years Osmose USA is incapable of fuck all. Cool of my stereo speakers, and then the starting startstop and Fumace Funeral. Probably something for the 
And1do want t point out how snnoyed I am that this P12, 21570 Sauvo FINLAND of Snap begins, it s time for the official LotFP rant on Opeth, Katatorss, and Swano fan library (and that is 
stufl gets Mercury distribution, and bands like Listén to/asdivinegrace what progressive metal is. Opeth is. Deat's The the Holy Trinity, make no misiake), but to me all it 
Sculptured dont. But anyway. Fast, pounding, just Sownd of Perseverence s perhaps the very defniton. really succeeds in doing 1 poining out how bloody 

driving death metal, with heavy Morbid Angel sound  AZTEC (ISR) Loss of Our Final Pride RAV.  of progresive metal. Can you beieve | ef that offmy  dumb the entire butal death genve is. | wonder if the 
choices combined with some fantic riffing and s5§ top 10 of 19987 I'm an idict! Cynic's Focus for sure. musicians of 2010 will just be fucking around and 
Motorhead inthere. Completely _effective, Muskat- Tananbiom- 10- 41:27 i Ftes Waming i nt. e b b, bt it now: kel erd Opeth qualtyaburs... 
‘actually, and TONS better than wher | saw them cpen No, I have no clue why there is an Isrcli band called  Ive come to the recent conclusion that Dream hitp/come to/swano 
for Cannibal Corpse. The live sound lost the subetes Astec either. A fa a the music, what we have here is Theater.. is NOT. I've decided that metal is S0% 
e oS AT i . T e oy v ol s e s, o S e ik Mt iy e BEOCOTHORN [HOR) O o B SOM 
big negative with me of course are the vocals, which. influence in some parts and more biast i others witha NEEDS to be let out, not something that is 
are a powerful black rasp, but completely uniform _ compltely gutteral female singer. The bookletisnice in_delivery. What does a slow crawl of almost- StutoMege- Siver- 5. 5,80 
throughout the entte CD, offering lttle variety in and thick but there’s no yrcs so | have noidea what  nothing-happening like Skepticism, happy’ power Oh hel fck yeah! 1 had bought the first Bloodthom 
‘pace, delivery, anything. S, for you brutal maniacs, songs ke Abused in the Future, Until the Holocaust,  metal ke Labyrinth, and the ‘evil of Marduk have in CD on a lark almost 2 years ago and it was quite the 
this s 8 perfect CD for ya. Oh, and sbout Joe Petagno. or Wolfs Dirge ar about! And there’s no excuse with common... that Dream Theater o, say, Behind the package... story, digipak, artwork out the wazoo, 
He DOES do some good stuff, but for the most part a bookiet that fucking big! OK, § pages isntanovel  Curtain lacks? The answer to that is metal spirit. Now Season of Mist had begun its onslaught and on to 
his work (including his cover art here) is just more butyeesh it might as well be when you don'tuse  that we've decided that, let me say that the heavy today we find that this label is really growing and 
tealized versions of stuff | used to scribble on my them! Aside from that massive peeve tings aren't that progressive rock of Behind the Curtin is just illr. | taking off with a good many high quaity bands...and. 
‘notebook at school. bad, butit sounds like a broken record when I say that - mean this s ral brain food. And it S heavy encugh to Bloodthom was deserving, if maybe  bit unready, 
PO Box 273797, Tampa, FL 33688-3797 having a good sound and good ideas (and that ey sonically be prog metal. This is pretty heavy... and then, and now this CD is as high quality as yours 
come to/angelcorpse. have) are not encugh if aferitis finished playing  pretentious enough to deserve respect as this is a going to find these days. | haven’t seen the full 

‘you'te more excited by the idea ofthe band than any  higher class of art, and ot some jump-on-the-trsnd. packaging but | hope the quality remains high. 1 do 
ANGEL DUST (GER) Bleed CM of the actual songs you heard. Potential out the The sound is great, with Jacob Hansen having know the music is no less than magnificent At its 

$55172 fucking wazoo hers bt unrealzed. produced bands such as Without Gref, Autora, most focused of tmes it sounds like Dimimu Borgir in 
Woodhouse- Ber- 12- 6508 Tidisposed. tc. This ain't pussy shit. I feel once again the symith lines, or less manic Emperor with the 

1wt bullt you peple |t Centry Media - BAL SAGOTH (UK) The Powr ComicNBA. enily nadequle a5 the bio says th b is giars.. but mest o th G it crsesthis medel 
advertses alot, and frankly saves my ass almst every. influenced by, and pecple who have heard them say soundscape, an atmosphere, that you can get lost in. 
issue. So 1 give their CDs moe of a chance than | do 2050 they sound simlar to, Psychotic Waltz (Hi guys! | The engineer needs a medal for keeping this all 
from a lot of other labels. Lets face it there’ a lot of M- I've never heard Bal Sagots first 3 albums. And know at least one of you is reading. Send me coherent because 1 would guess there was lots of 
music here for me to sit through. My prionties are as [ listen to this for the first time, I have only one something so I can include you in my January Decade opportumity to lose this. The chaos HAS been 
finding the incredible bands and making sure their thing to say. HOLY SHIT! There goes my money as I in Review issue! Hell, send me EVERYTHING... captured, however, and Id have to call the production 

‘omamentation. This isn' a quickie 
anyway so going apeshit over S instead of 10 is huige, pompous, and complex yet dark, magical, and These guys are real crafismen in putting theix music CD, it akes some time and patience to delve through 
probably giving things more focus. That is very un- fast. METAL! I don’t have the proper vocabulay to_together. Using what T can only call tender melodies, the ayers. Not very song oriented, either,this is an all- 
underground to say, eh? In the end I piss all over as. properly expand upon this so you'll just have to tust they weave a web of slower paced melancholy... or-nothing expenence. Old Theatre of Tragedy meets 
‘many CM bands as anybady else’s o it averages out. me. It i to my shame and disgust that this is the fist without being doom. Their slower, REALLY non Emperor wouldn't be so far off the mark (as long as 
Of course, there comes a time when Century Media I've heard of these guys. ‘metal moments are what bring this down that $1/2 ifs you donit expect constant female vocals!) and to me 
wins out because of the extra ime I give them. Angel V/L- Perhaps the weakest link of the Bal Sagoth missing so Ill gloss over those saying it sounds just thatis one killer ofa combination. Get this. 
Dusts Bleed is one of those winners. Originally 1 formula would have to be the vocals. There are two too sappy and dare I say, commercial. Zero of interest 
dismissed this thing as & rather plain example of heavy main voices: Byron's desp speaking voice that comes there. Luckily the majority of the CD confains more 'BLO.TORCH (DEN) Blo Torch EAR 
‘metal, but multiple listens was indeed the key to actoss almost as narration but with a thythim that tells adventurous material, altemating between being guitar $58. 
finding the special qualites within. You see, this isnt you it’s some sot of chanting singing, and his mid and keyboard driven. Its not often used, but the 2-7-9-53:29 

a ‘power’ metal band with screaming guitars all over range Cradle of Fith wannabe tone. On one hand sppearance of start/stop thythms occurs often enough The first thing that greets me are samples. 
the"blace. This is an old school style (without being neither is particularly impressive, but on the cther and is stiking enough to be the most memorable electronic noises. That doesn't last long, thank all 

leader Byron (Just Byron? Who does he think he is? unscathed. As a matter of fact there s a general bad but puhlease, may we have some original ideas, 
Madorna?) is a complete bookwonn and sucker for disjunction going on between the guitars/thythm or at least something that indicates this is a band 
the works of many, many excellent writers and he's. section and what the keyboards are doing. In @ good making music for a reason other than getting to hang 
‘s st pision d made somebing ot ot Al ey In 4 il way. Dfkem, s, Wi oot ly ol low i e with Bl Toch 

approach cheesy out of them. It won't be mistaken for they all go together they HIT like a hammer, and 
than a HAIL METAL one All in all & CD of intellectual, philosophical importance, yet well crafted Yottesvestup by the curen, o s, o quetins BREAKER (USA) dccept AUB 
consumimat: problem is, if it is all ‘song’ stories are worthy in and of themselves. ‘asked and no answers given. The Sssu4. 
RS € ki s ks B o e S . Pchng e oy Sl of o bk 0t o it i sl o i’ Bt Var- Var- 7- 3000 

. you can hear that the sound on the was a superhero but had no super powers_. get if? No prizes for guessing what this one will sound like. 
instruments s kind of thin. Yet the sound is so thick Subllety even when diddlydooing off.. I guess this is Breaker, and Aubum Records,are back from the dead. 
with layer upon layer of guitar and keyboard and more why I complain during the ‘calm’ moments because | was familiar with neither but DAMN did the cars 
guitar and keyboard the weight and density of the when everything gets behind the roaming keyboards it perk up on several 805 metal afficianados when I told 
whole covers up any weakness that could possibly be all sounds way 100 normal, and I'm aching for them to. them I got thisin the mail. This EP is basically a easer 

“This is another one of those reviews that | lost when heard The only CD I can think of with a similar get back to scraping my face off with genius. Vocally, for the fll 2CD rerelease of Get Tough. As it i this 
the computer went blah... So here it is, very short and mullayered numerous tracks of doom pomposity ifs different as well The guy's singing, but not EP has 4 songs recorded in 7-90, 1 demo from 1982 
yery sweet. Completely unoriginal. They lock stupid would have to be Blind Guardian's Nightfll in' SINGING. He reminds me of Roy Orbison or Tom (that doesn’tsound bad even i the material is 

Aspers... album,then you're doing well, you're worth Sagoth has one of these mixes and quality of sound. rying tothink of Thi s ikea prog metaltake o the over the place with that 80s American ntegaty heavy 
listening t0, and you show much promise fo the fturzthat one can only dream of atmosphere of those seriously twisted Tom Petty metal. With lts of Accept, but thankfully no Udo. 
if you can put your own voice into an already cool 1B- The Power Cosmic i their first album on Nuclear videos. Oh, did T say prog METAL? Well,uh, I guess voice. Cool songs from a cool band. We'll see how 
framework. The schlock may go over well for live Blast ater 3 on Cacophonous. | own the exact same 1 do have to admitt. This is. their new materal stands up... 
shows, and if s0 go with it but siting here with S0 dragon blade sword that Byron had in his promo shots www. 1981 tela com/~ulS8103979/ 
£De on my dsk wd ocking hings cves chetp fcGale Mags, ad i pcsdwith 1 LotPP 42 'BROKEN HOPE (USA) Grotesgue Blessings MAR 
‘mmickay just doesn't cut it for me. Old Arcturus Bal Sagoth is endorsed by a medieval ams EORDRAWN (OR) B Sl Mok 58 
fans,take note. manufchus for wse of s n pmo shts, ve Qualitone- Griffn- 9- 3855 
697 Sawyer Rd; Greene, ME 04236 shows, and videos. S M Would you believe me when I said that Broken



Hope i atthe forefront of the progressive death metal with nothing to work with on top. In terms of quality take on 1990 Florida style dea Do movement? | swear to you the frst thing I thought Id put this below The Bleeding and Vile but above all capture the sound? Yes. Do they play well? Yes. Remember Chuck saying in this very zine that Death when | tumed this on was ‘a death metal Liquid ther other ones. The Iyrics are absolutely bran dead to Reference Morbid ‘Tension Experment!” Of course it doesn't keep up. the point of being humorous. Cannibal Corpse is the rhythm and vocal it out i that level atall, but the arrangements and playing are favorite band of a good amount of pecpl. Is there other various death metal bands around definiely very changed up and complex. At the base it really enough substance in this band to quaify as a death metal dead? Hell no. Is there plenty of meaty offing, seilsounds kke lmmolation and Cannibal Corpse, but ‘fvorite? Too Many Twinkies award of the isue goes stufl here fo the death metal die hard to love? Damn 

i g i : £ ! £ i i 

downside of that is that these more progressive Cannibal Corpseisin real trouble as they arent even Blood For Satan, and Hail Caligula? You bet. When Opeth, this i Album of the Month, and even S0 minded releases have a hard time creating song in the same league of brutalit or nsanity as bands ike wil I listen to this after writing up the review? Never flp flopped a few times about it Tn the méantime. definition, but when the playing is this good 1 et it Dying Fetus and the entire United Gutteal roster, but again. ‘Chuck battles 3 cancerous tumor and his prognosi is pass. Don't wony as the focus is sill maximum they aren't making up for it with killer songs ither. | Wallenbergstraat 27; 3882 H Putten HOLLAND sl uncertin. This record deserves your support on so brutality, they just go sbout it all wanky like. No read an interview where Cannibal Corpse were many levels. ‘Laugh at my words. You fools! Soon lems there from me. 

metal lyrics. Except the lyrics aren't printed! Ack! I PO Box 291826, Tampa, FL 33678-1826 thinking | may be glad there arent any lyrics here.  CONVERGE/AGORAPHORIC NOSEBLEED don’t ke this lyrics available on the website' bulshit welcome to/galleryofsuicide ‘Well, the song Clandestine Blaze is here. Ah well, the (USA) The Poacher Diartes REL that bands are pulling. I's OK for demo bands great Finnish spiit of wall save this, iz ‘needing to save on prnting costs, but for signed bands,  CATHEDRAL (UK) In Memoram TMC  right? Let me put the CD in and press play... oh dear, Var- Var- 15- 3501 we'd like to keep up on what your scngs are about 5585 ‘This, uh, how do I put this? This sucks. 1 mean, really.  Agoraphobic Nosebleed sounds ke all the bad ‘wherever we're listening to he CD! Var- Var- 9- 72.18 Production | wouldnit accept on a rehearsal tape, Grinderusher fracks all together under one name. P I've come to the conclusion that Brian Griffin's This s Cathedral’s demo (4 songs) plus 5 song live. songwriting s0 monotonous it makes Dark Funeral Converge is a dreadfully uninteesting. production skils aren't going anywhere. He gets a set fiom before their first album was released. It says seem like Sadus, and all around just not what Id be hardcore band thatries some brutally bits 

match. It will be technically perfet but you'd bettr beterthan Katatoni at reflecing absolute desclation. if soms sounded ke this, too! ~ label like nothing but headlocks, leglocks, and armbars.  No shit. The live songs are rough stound the edges, PO Box 21, 15141 Lahti FINLAND 1B Breken Hope information? Abh... they've been and the demo tracks are acking the oomph that they clandestineblaze@hotmai com COOPER, DC (USA) DC Cooper 1A atound forever, over 10 years | do believe. One of the captured. on the album, but tis is mandatory for sssva first over the lop gore bands, they unfortunately got anybody who thinks Sabbath are the be all and end all  CONTROL DENIED (USA) The Fragile Art of House Audio- Ward- 12- 5316 their deal ater Cannibal Corpse and with a smalle of doom, Cathedral was one of the fist 3 meta bands | tence NBA. OK, DC Cooper is the ex-vocalst of Royal Hunt. The Iabel so they've always been thought the duplicators really got into. No wonder 1 find the Sabs to be 55555 £ans knew he was kicked out before ke did. THAT'S ‘when they actually came up at the same time. Broken irrelevant. Lee Dorrian is the one that inspired me o Morrisound- Morris & Schuldiner- 8- 5049 classy. But he gets the last laugh, at least i the US Hope are far more advanced musically but Metal grow my hair out in the first place. Cathedral fucking 1am a moron, anidiot, and a deaf worthless fuck of a_ (where it matters least, actualy). His album kicks the Blade couldn't get behind them and here we are today.  riles music critic for not having Deathis Sounds of SHIT out of the new Royal Hunt. Are the songs as NIC What to say? They keep it nteresting musically www cathedralcoven com Perseverance in my Top Ten of 1998 (issue #2). In progressive? No. Are they more aggressive? No. Do they keep themselves firmly in one subgenres fact, switch Nile and Witchery, HammerFall and they have more bite? Yes Are these songs fanbase with their presentation and vocal attack.  CEASERIN (USA) Eshibition MCMYCLYINDY  Helloween, put Death i at #6, and bump everyone at memorable? Yes. Not too unlke Royal Hunt in the Broken Hope are VERY pigeonholed. Yet ths is what $5881/2 that place down cne, and you have my cument regard that this remind me of mature 805 rock/metal they do. If you're a brutal death fan this should be 43205 feelings. Well, 14 put the Rhapsody in there at #7, but with synth (P'm thinking Joumey or Europe for some night up youraley. I ot And 50 now | must write up something sbout Cea I didnt have that one at the tme and this is alrcady reason, mostly by rep as I never exactly was a big 12564 W Dorothy St Beach Pk, I 60087 Senn. This s the last thing I'm writing in the reviews confsing encugh! Anyway, The Fragile Art of Joumey or Europe lstener..), these compositions are www brokenhope com and eally, wha {0 say? That material ofthis qualityis Exstence, is Death's 8th, and best album. Yes, you undoubtedly simpler. And | know I'm a weenie unsigned is mindboggling. This CD just ips and how read that right. Control Denied *IS" Death. Here's comparing this to Royal Hunt but i's an easy angle so CANDIRIA (USA) Process of Self Development MIA. can | describe this? I've been describing tis as a mix. wht happened. (1 haven't nterviewed Tim Aymar yet, fick off Cooper's voice is a goody, ice and clear and 555 of Symphony X and In Flames, but that is so very so if this all ends up being highly repetfious, or powerful and of a very pleasing tone. He's cool Purple Light- * & Barill- 13- 6827 vulgar in its inadequacy. This is progressive metal wrong, blow me) As early as 1993, Individual Interesting to note the most ardent fns of DC As if deadline fever wasn't bad encugh, this piece of through and through, but once again 1 have to point Thought Pattems era, Chuck Schuldiner, the mainman Coeper's 've heard of so fr have been women totally shit computer 'm working on now locked up and I out, not in the Dream Theater sense (1 know I point (and in some ways ONLY man) of Death, expressed. sricken by his looks and voice. | was going to go 1o Jost 2 hours of writing. That's sbout 10 reviews. So that out fons but at the same tme if you say interest n having teal singing a his 805 heroes had. town on that bu then 1 realized there would go all my 

2 most unconventional way of witing songs. They ase scratching my head.  think s really creative in Holy CHANGE THE DAMN BAND'S NAME! So he put leads. Cool enough for 8 thumbs wp f you're inta that 8 head tip and that's good. They switch between Mother the ways the nffing does not change but the together a demo of his Trend Free Trae Metal, and st of thing. hardeore, metal, jazz, hup hop, and whatever else. drumming and vocals completely change the shoppedit around. No takers. Son of a bitch! This is in Their style isatthe same tme all of those, and beyond. complexion of a verse. I usually don't point out bits no way substantiated but | suspect Chuck signed to  CRIMSON GLORY (USA) Astronomica SPI those. Cool, if you like hardcore, metal, jazz, hip hop, ik that but it is something so elementary in concept Nuclear Blast AS Control Denied, but they wanted 3 $$s12 and whatever ele. To many this pure jazz and any hup and executed at such a tight level of proficiency it Death album first, for financial security or some such. 2-7-10- 4829 hop influence just kil a band. I like when bands use strikes out at me and demands that I mention it. This The Sounds of Perseverance band was Control Denied. 1 have never heard Crimson Glory's first 3 albums. Jazzy structures (Cynic, Atheit, Pestience), but just new breed of American mefal (which I'll throw Lilitu Simple as thatBECAUSE CONTROL DENIED Never have, somy. [I've goften s copy of Jazz in its own right? And hip-hop... but | do kiow and Abwhore into as wel) i going to be part of a new AND DEATH ARE THE SAME FUCKING THING! Transcendence in the meantime. Holy shit, I seo why there are plenty of meal fans who branch out wave in the not too distant future and it shows how Get it yet? Songs that were scheduled to be Control old Glory fans are freaking out on clsewhere, and thi s for them. Very progressve, very brnging in many clemens into a band can work like Deried songs were now Death songs. Chuck is a very Transcendence just rules. But | stand behind this far minded. But for those who like their metal to be magao and it sn't the Europeans who can be brutal insecure person. He s. Is all over his fucking Iyries | review anyway.] I been highly interested in doing less stree,like e, the urban influnces just can't be AND classy at the same time. Did | mention the sound have more theories but ifs all just ~vague. so because of JefT Wagner throwing their name around ignored. Why does it seem every band with a black 
puy has to have groove, rap, or whatever? Where are 

PO Box 10-0931; Brooklyn, NY 11210-0931 
‘wwwcandiria.com 

CANNIBAL CORPSE (USA) Blooddhirst MB 
$512 

Village Prod- Richardson- 11- 3435 

Rom but both his lower growls and especially the higher CENTVRIAN (HOL) Choronzonic Chaos Gods FMP vise' singers like Andre Matos of Angra, or Michael production is absolutely FLAWLESS, A strong, strong ‘screams have MUCH more power. Can you god damn $ss1/4 i ‘elieve that this band i on album NUMBER SEVEN? 7.2.9-42:46 ~ also with great range (which I'm told he doesn't show fear this IS a METAL record! About the songs... this 
i album 

metal. He knows two beats: Fast and kinda fast. At Centvrian (not to be confssed with the Judas Priest as a ‘power metal side project, but it is not least he does those two well but he leaves the band inspired CentvriOn featured last issue) playing a 1999 meta, it is heavily techical progressive heavy fucking. guitars kick in. The theme to the whole album seems
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10 be space and aliens (look at the tite, phus songs like nify it choir that's strategically placed. All out 
War of the Worlds, New World Machine, Cydonia, etc_ aggression but very smart as well, this one is an EASY  stuck. 
etc) which matches the music as there are more thumbsup. 
Sauristieidussl TOUCHES such s the CD's ko dakane@ionccent com 

e e 1o oo vy wel v 1 Hewy DEAD SILENT SLUMBER (SWE) Enombed inhe 
me, no doubt Not speed, power, thrash, Midnight Hour HHR 
progressive. Just heavy metal, there is no reason for s5812 
any of these songs ot to be on the radio, and they’ 2.-739:16 
throw in quirky litle touches that keep it inerested. Naglfar has a pristine eputation in the underground. 
Interested? Mainman Jens Ryden now has a solo project, and 
www crimsonglory.com Dead Silent Stumber s it The guy’s ot awesome hair 

and that death meta guita god pose on the back of the 
DARK THRONE (NOR) Ravishing Grimness MF promo (and | assume the CD itself...) i at once 

inspiring and humorous | imagine most that will get 
o this will be 50 ant-Yngwie in sftifude when in 

i ‘punk music OR dark ambient realit this s the same sort of thing, just with 
‘with guitars, deal with it If the Misfits had fuzed out different approach. No, thisis ot a big guiar wank 
and Danzig growled instead of whatever the fuck that fest, s notike THAT at all But the idea of “this is 
s that he does, Dark Throne would have been 15 years my work and no one else will touch i s right there. 
behind the times. Nah, it not THAT bad as you can't. And to Jen credit the album has a good variety of 

anywhere. Think a_ good, sold, interesting songs that as a whole is 

musicans in 
Satyricon, ing metal, there aren't many SONGWRITERS so many of 

the non-lll parts. Not a single blast bea to be found these ‘bands’ just fucking suck. Ryden proves himself 
hese. There is a lot of repetition here so that ambient. a songwriter. I'm not sure (funny, you clean your 
effect takes over here and there causing one to doze, apartment for the isttime in six months and now you 
but ovenal cither the beat or the riffing stays fast can’t ind any of your bio sheefs..!) but o believe 
enough to not make ths sound like a Great Relaxing Ryden plays EVERYTHING. Much of tisis the cool 
Buzzing Guitars sleep aid. Stll,this s an ugly thing, deathvblack hybrid (non biat... yeessss!t 1 TOLD you 
even if what everyone ¢lse in the world calls a ‘coldthis guy writes SONGS!) with some tasty and catchy 
sound" 1 consider very wamn. Whatever. You realize guita, and keyboard stuff. He gets WAY cool with the 
these guys could be Yngwie level musicians for all we il track with the female vocals and slow, clean 
Know and just choose to be rather simplistic. guitar focus, which breaks the album up rightin the 
VIL Mocniog was gracious enough to throw in a middie and gives this whole thing so much charactr. 
printout of the lyrics with the promo. Bravol This is The closer Lick the Wound stands out as well thanks 
‘mostly primal hate and attacking spiri, which I guess 10 slow, clean guitar apprach. And t works.If 
s what's required here. The reffain of Lifeless will were o have one complaint sbout Ryden, it would be 

deprived, lfeles, in. s vocals. He has a more focused hsahnian washeut 

of control_howling, no primal screams. Just that sure there are plenty of good screamers that could 
“sandard black metal croak’ (as opposed to the have spareda week to help out on this! Come cn Jens, 

stupid to blame even Yngwie uses vocalists. But overall,a 

will win St Shopsbry 5425 
over “I'm evil, see me make devil hand signs!” any M T honestly thought this was a practical joke when I 
time. I'm happy to report that this CD does not sound. received it Ater all th talk that this isn' scme damn 
like shit. Somebody spent a few hundred dollars o HammerFall Emp metal release (their tone, not mine), 
produce this o something! Seriously though, what 1 put thisin and... i it dirty, Omen style heavy metal 
made many 15 year old rebellious kids think ke yowd expect out of Necropolis? Perhaps 
Transylvanian Hunger was some sort of classic was_ somewhat i style, aind here and there it does get down 
precisely what made it a grand picce of dung and dirty. But this is built on melody and no matter 
Intentonally being substandard just fo show you can't how rough it tries to make you think it i this i o 
be held to standards is 
Ravishing Grimness isn't any sort of clean sounding attempts fo uin itsel, if that makes any sense. This is 
thing by ANY means, but it is MUCH more cleanly actually prety unique in that it achieves all of this 
grochced tn the st Gorgorth o specally Ulvers wihot scondig renoaly ks Hellowse. The 

fucking dumb. Period. prety classy piece of metal. The material rises above 

forwegian up. 
evenif iayhem sl has  greter reputaion forbeing V/L Oh,here we go. Here's the rough edge. Michacls 
e 
/€ To the suprise of dozens, probably, the final rather tuneful shout, and a more viking metal wail 
verdict is that the new Dark Throne just isn't all that When he does cither of those two he’s fine. When he. 
bad. I'll frecly admit that | don’t ‘get i’ when it comes i to actually croon, it is pretty nasty sounding 

van de Graaf can't sing. He has two effective styles: a_crowd banter. 

gotten 
(@aspl) probably pisses a lot of people off but [ wasn’t 
atall offended to be listening to this. Il never be in 
‘my CD player again, mind you, but I'm sure it had fun 
while it was ther. 

ying. wwww brucedickinson.com 
DARKANE (SWE) Rusted Angel REL 

$s$34 
Dug Out. Bergstrand- 10- 40:42 

NOT ANOTHER GOOD ALBUM! I'M LATE! I 
DON'T HAVE TIME TO DO A PROPER REVIEW! 
Shit. Darkane i a killer, KILLER band. Every 
Joumalist I talk to raves about these guys bit there’s 

literatue, but they're at least functional at telling a 
stry. 
P Sunlight studios has many sounds, and this sounds 

there. w 
sounding like 43 minutes of effective transitioning 
tools but that’s it Very lite in effective songwitng. 
Tons of potential here but 1 think right now before 
they go any further they need fo wrte some real 
songs.. 
DEKAPITATOR (USA) We Will Destroy You Will 

Obey BM. 
585 

Sound Temple- Murphy- 11- 33:48 

thrashhead by ANY means but 1 do have to admit 
Dekapitator comes actoss just cheesy encugh with the 
right amount of speed metal and great guitar solos that 
all this does it bring a smile to my face! Yes, it is 
completely retarded. Songs such as Hell's Metal, 
Release the Dogs, and Possessed with Damnation 
(em..) have choruses consisting of yelling the title 
four, six, ten times o so... Im not up on the B0s 

and machine gun..), but with 200% metal spiit that 
canitbe argued with, no way no how, and this makes 
me want 1o put on my leather and spikes, rise my 
slass of milk high (remember, I don' drink alcohol..), 
and bang my iggin head! 
dekapitate@aol.com 

DEVILYN (POL) Reborn in Pain LIS 
ss12 

Spaart- - 12- .57 
Yeah it death metal and besides the accent on the 
vocals (not unlike countrymen Vader whose growls 
aren't complte vocal wipeouts) this sounds very US. 
inspid with Cannibel Corpse, Suffocation, and a hint 
of Morbid Angel being very evident. Soldly produced 
and played, there’s just nothing interesting, new, or 
exciting going on here. Nothing earthshattering in a 
subgenre that in many ways continues to sink du to 
cither wild extremeties which preciude creativity, o 
stagnant scene following that leads. straight into 
obivion. 
33100 Tamow; ul. Lesna 16A/88 POLAND 
devilyn lack-artpl 

BRUCE DICKINSON (Var) Seream for Me Brazil 
AIRRAD 

hvaMyL 126932 
Granted, this i pretty cool to listen to. But talk about a 
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'DOUBLEDRIVE (USA) 1000 Yard Stare MCA 
sS4 

Audio Art- *- 87- 5411 

radio. Ifs straight up rock n roll without any real 
bullshit, so Tl respect them for that, and I'm unable to 

sy extrapolate any more. Some of this stuff s pretty 
catchy too. But they dorit make any sort of connection 
with me so [ woni tll you to 'go check out this great 
‘band [ WILL tell you if you DO like no bullshit rock 
‘music and checking out new bands you might as well 
get this one as a small show of support for the labels 
e T 

DRAWN (NOK) A New World? PRO 
$SS1/4 
86508 

“This is a moody lite atmospheric metal release from 
members of In the Woods. It sounds like... wait 
wait.__ In the Woods! Not exactly. The music is more. 

‘Sometimes itis WAY soft, sometimes not. The vocals. 
can best be described as harsh whispers interchanged. 
with homd Attila wanna be croaking frog vocals. 

this sifs in the same genre of music as In the 
Woods, early Ulver, early Katatonia, Agalloch, etc, 

it's neither as engaging nor as good. Potential not yet 

EBONY LAKE (UK) On the Eve of the Grimy 
Inventive CAC 

5855 
Academy- Mags & *-7- 4842 

'WASTE of money to a Bruce Dickinson fan. 10 of the Imagine if Meshuggah, Peccatum, Gorguts, the guy 
12 songs are from Chemical Wedding or Accident of who wrote the Omen soundirack and the Darkest of 
Bith. Just go get those two! I mean, yeesht And the the Hillside Thickets had a hot, sweaty orgy, and 

Bruce's cal for someone to close 8 afterwards decided to head to the rehearsal room for a 

we'll all be in need of a few bucks around that time. 

DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN (USA) Calculating 
Infity REL. 

ss5s Cripple Children feeds the prose of the other 
Trax Est- Evetts & Weinman & Perie- 11- 3731 

Somehow | don't think I did them justice in my 

‘ith otherworkdly guitar harmonics 
thinking At the Gates? You'll think that more than a 
few times, which is good. Because they have so much 
‘moe to offer as well. How about astnng quartet and a 

many 
ke none of the cliches. Not a slick production but your ass mateial that just blows my mind. Post- 
again the actual songwriting and guitar playing hardcore insanity, without any hardeore bulshit. 1 

me Lovecraft Poe, and Dickens in 
mood and feel (yes, Dickens. Fuck off) 1 have to 

that vocalist Amber is the hottest some astral plane, 25 it's far out at times. But very is just BRUTAL and 
strong production values all around. bichifthis does ot leave all amazed. The production 
1B Members of Cranium (retro much, Philip?), Mork. is punishingly crystal car, and for these forty minutes 
Gryning, and the singer of Aflicted’s second failed you won't do a damn thing other than take in all that 
album Dawn of Glory. It is common myth that said the Dillingss Escape Plan has to offer. You are 
Afficted album died for being ‘metal when wamed. 

it wwewdillingerescapeplan com heavy metal was dead. | haven't heard it But if 
sounds_ anyting like this, then the explanaton is 

more basic DISMEMBER (SWE) Hare Campaign NBA 
NIC That album title i kinda pom, isn't ? Anyhow, 55 

it does sound like I am pissing all over this thing five 2211332 

OK, rally, you owe it 0 yourself o hear this because 

‘behind him. So why, I hear you asking, is this only 
$8557 A couple reasons. The producton is perfectly



clear but doesrt have that allstar depth. You hear the 
piano but can' feel the hammer on the stings, you 
know? Also, every so often the main vocalst decdes 
he needs 1o sing cleary. Not very ofien, and thank 
Ctholu for thatl He sucks! And lasly.. as the tlle 
says, they are on the eve of their grm inventions. This 
s but a st sep... | smile with glecful fea that the 
horor has only begun. Marvelous 

ELECTRIC WIZARD (UK) Supercoven MIA 
5 

Var- Var- 4- 50.49 
It's stll wwwaaayyy too fucking much Sabbath 
supersiudge 

ENOCHIAN CRESCENT (FIN)- Omega 
Telocvovim- AG 

Ss$34 
Tico Tico- 2-9- 40:16 

Now here’s something a litle bit different. The fist 
thing that strikes me i that the guitar tone reminds me 

crawling’ riffing. You know the sound. But aside from 
the tone, this has nothing to do withCannibal Corpse. 
‘This is some primo dark metal, accenting the brutal 
and with very ltle of the ‘atmospheric’ trappings a lot 
of Finnish bands come up with. I don't believe there 
are any keyboards on here, but I cal this dark metal 
rather than death metal because the atmosphere they 
create with just thexr guitars... wow! 'd thought they 
‘were a black metal band previous to actually hearing. 
them but their rifing and structures are thick like 
death metal. Vocally there’s some spiffy effects 

peaple proclaim mastery over lfe and death. Ancient 
Q012) is at leas imaginative with I think an Aztec 
twist of our modem age coming to an end at the hands 
of s, Who is Sibouba? Body of Knowiedge is some 
sort of Hypoisy subject reject, dealing with men in 
black, aliens, and stolen ejaculate. This band's best eft 
backin the garage. 
PO Box 51388, Riverside, CA 92517-1388 
sfurox@aol com 

FINALXIT (USA)- True Nature- INDY 
$5812 

Digital Concepts- *- 5-31:14 
Aot too shabby EP that combines the thrashiness of 
an Iced Earth or And Justice... era Metallica with 
some tasty old Queensryche moments. Sounds good, 
hub? This band is making a nice name for themselves 
out there in Texas, and afer getting a sound like this 1 
don't know why they aren't signed. Actuall, that's 
because while the powers that be (ha ha, FUCK YOU 
Ruso, you got what you deserved!) want you o think 
that traditional metal is “in” Not so. What is ‘in’ is 
quite 905 styled takes on Euro 80s metal. The US 
faction is being leR out for the most part. Fine with 
me, but n Finalxit's case, you can't complain because 
it that good! Check ‘em out 
$6t0 PO Box 751835, Houston, TX 77275-1835 

FINNTROLL (FIN) Midnattens Widunder SF 
55§ 

2.7-9-30:00 

REPUBLIC 

GANDALF (FIN) Deadly Fairytales EAR 
SSS1/4 

Asta- Kippo & *- 10- 46:45 
In Flames meets Sentenced. Good, but come on guys. 
PO Box 52; 00941 Helsinki FINLAND. 
st 5/-kriba. 

TheGATHERING (NET) Superhear CM 
s 

Live-2- 10- 6534 
Does anyone really want 1o hear How to Measure a 
Planet (How to Measure My Peris? With a yardstickl) 
live on CD? Sure don't Tha's pretty much wha this 
.6 out of 10 songs off of that one, 2 off of Nighttime. 
Birds, 2 off of Mandyion. Plus a CD Rom clip of a. 
Mandylion song. Pathetic! | understand on a tour you 
focus on the latest album buta live album needs to be 
more equal. Strange Machines was caught better live 
on the May Song single anyway. Doing Nighttime 
Birds live i a funny prospect considefing the vocal 
harmories made this et one. Live, there’s 
only one Anneke. This is for fans of thei las album 
and nobody else. This is about as enjoyable as 
bootleg oftheir Colorad show. 
www gathering nl 

GODS TOWER (BEL) Ebony Birds PRO 
55172 

Var- Var. 9- 65:14 
‘This Spikefarm sublabel is doing a masterful job of Il 4y to restrain Andreas and Sergey from attempting 
arng all of Finlands diny, stinky musical laundry. 10 behead the Prophecy guys as they bill Gods Tower 

making it over the top brutal and interesting. Stong My main complaints about the label aren't that the as 'Russia’s most famous metal band. Tve got to tell 
‘doom metal overtones on this thing. Some nteresting bands arenit good, but they ARE highly deivative and you guys, the production values on all o the CDs in 
songwiting makes this a thumbs W for you brutal 
‘music minded people who want some cool neresting 
things in here, with no ‘pussy sht” What they're 
going on about I don’t know, but some of the song 
Stles are Oceanus on Dry Land, Tis the Sound of 
Tempest That Drowns Us Out, and Grey Skin. 
Karmisuoraniemi@sonera com 

ENTWINE (FIN) The Treasures Within Hearts SF 

Astia- Kippo- 8- 3650 
Again, a good sclid band playing compietely 
unoriginal metal. Originality isnt always the biggest 
issue with me (1 eat up European power metal like it 
was chocalate, remember) but with these My Dying 
Bride, Paradise Losty (cldstyle) gothic metal bands, | 
have a problem. You can play True Heavy Metal and 
sound just like Gamima Ray and still MEAN it and 
have that Metal, YEEESSSSI' emotion very 
sincerely. Gothic metal to me isn', or should be, just 
abouta sound Dash a it heavy guitas, some tinkly 
Keyboard, a violin, some moany vocals, some female 
singing and voil, & band” No. Becase the cimotion of 
the music isnt ‘gosh, I'm fecling so gothic and 
emotional, the emotion is 'yes, Im really a fan of all 
these bands” True SERIOUS emotion can NOT be 
achieved thrcugh plagiarism. Butf you'e a an of ust 
the pure SOUND then theres plenty to at up here 
Keyboards are NOT the upffont instrument. Guitars 
are. And the production on this thing . its no perfect, 
but it is SO fucking HEAVY. Lead heavy. This is 
Beached Orca. CHUGGA CHUGGA CHUGGA 
DAMN. The vocals are all clean. There is a cover of 
Depeche Mode's Enjoy the Silence, which is actually 

quite nice. All in all, this isnt going to be the CD | 
throw on if Im wanting (0 hear this style . but if you 
like thisstyle you could certainly doa .. and | mean 

3 LOT, worse. | look forward to thei development and 
hope they come back with another CD next year 
keeping this massively HEAVY sound, but with a 
litle more of THEMSELVES thrown in 
Aleksanterink 29 B; 15140 Lahti FINLAND 

EVEHATEGOD (USA) Southern Discomfort CM. 
s 

Var- Var- 9- 4221 
‘Eyehategod is the first band whose live et | ever 
walked out on. Slow, dirgy, shitty N' Awlins core. This 
i a arities collecton of shit that should have stayed 
rate. I this a good time to mention how bad Crowbar 
sucks, too? 

FATAL LIQUIDATION (USA) Surrender Tour Soul 
INDY 
i 

Love Juice Laboratories- Swanson & - 4- 15:37 
‘Yet again, a half assed band's music i just KILLED 
stone cold dead by halfassed stupid lyrics. Musically 
this sounds like a slightly more advanced Six Fest 
Under, and the vocalist sounds like Chris Bames. Are 
you shitting yourself yet? The songs are called 
Proner o Gote, B ard s, Ancient (2012 and 

Fuck with me and you wil die g g ie
 

likely why the bands havent goften proper deals 
overseas o6 with Spinefamm proper. Of course, 
scmething DOES have to be said about Spinefarm 
promoting Finland, and by proxy iself, for all its 
worth. Here we have Finntroll If the name isnt 
‘waming enough, we have the press reease... Trollsh 
howdown polka folkmetal | mean Jesus fucking 
Chuist | cant even make fun of them any more than 
theyve done it o themselves. And is not even that 
goofy! The music is actually a quite enfertaining mix 
of say, Dimu Borgic metal and the Funnish 
traditional music that can be found all over Amorphis 
and Nightwish material When they styles happen at 
the same time there is that whoa, that is diflerent! 
effect. All th lyric are in Finnish and the vocals are 
mostly ‘grm’ so this is not your average folkmetal 
release. Even if it DOES have alite bt of the boingy 
boingy jews harp. And allth lyrics are in Finnish. But 
I¥e been rendered unable to ge into this because ' 
thinking of a bunch of Finns in overalls with their 
banyos having 2 howdown' and ifs an image 
compleely unconnested to wha they're playing | pray 
o cverything mighty tat Tuowdow? mears scwnething 
at least 25% respectable in Euope Oh gawd 
Recommended o folk metal utcases and naught else 
fnntroli@hotmail com 

eachotunio: - - ot 

et Sl - 019 
Well last isue 1 reviewed their debut CD and | 
remarked that 1 thought they were on to bigger and 
bettr things. Well, they have  real label now, and. 
while they didn't achieve what 1 was hoping for, 
Forest of Impaled have delivered a rock solid black 
metal album in the vein of Nemesis Divina style 
Satyricon. The production is nice and clea, the songs 
have a build and meaning, and I'm impressed. This, 
ot of the midwest? Who knew? Well, ots of people 
obviously as I'm usually the lastto be in on this kind 
of st Doesn't that make you feel good reading 
about if? But really, if that earlier Satyricon vibe 
(minus the folky bits) was your thing, and you can't 
stand Rebel Extravaganza... well... check this out! 

FORGOTTEN SILENCE (CZE) Senyaan REL 
55555 

Var- Medved & *- 16-98.11 
Brillance in musi. | had heard great things about this 
band for years, but had never ordered the material 
Would a Czzch band have a good sound? Would the 
material be in English? Al sorts of stupid thoughts 
came into my head. Well, one day this amived in my 
mailbox. WOW. A double CD lasting over an hour 
= AR A T T 
extremely, overwhelmingly, and thoroughly awesome. 
Original? ' Czech. Powerful? Czech. Cool as shif? 
‘Cach! I don'tknow how many bands can go through, picture 
masterflly, influences such as ¥* and the Mortal 
(Tears Laid in Earth days), ¥* and the Mortal (In this 
Room days), Opeth, Katatonia, Ulver, NYC Death 
Metal, FL death metal, Gothenburg style metal, old 
British doom, Theatre of Tragedy, and more 1 don't 
recognize, and have the thing FLOW, have this just 
scream out | AM ART! The entre 2 disc affar is 
story, a narmtive. This band has no need of “lyrics.” 

‘The story s told in plain English, and very well too 
considering their rigin. Buy or be gnorant. 
Machova 487, 665 01 Rosice u Bma; CZECH 

this first batch of Prophecy release has shocked me. 
Simply incredible. Anyway, the material to be had 
here s cithera rerecording, or a complation, of songs 
from their 3 demos and/or 2 albums. 11l lean towards 
rerecording because of the sound quality but 1 dont 
Know for sure. Tl ge the negaive out of the way fist, 
and thereason this sn't SSS5+ i that this vocalst just 
sucks. He barks his way over most of this material but 
‘when he sings, he ist as bad but thatisn to say he's 
any good. A shame because if someone with a real 

their embellshments take me down paths nobody eise 
has come across yet. That Russian Think Tank that 
Metal Mariacs ran o few months ago was exccrable 
for several reasons (1 don't think being an impartal 
Joumalist is a good thing when it comes to racist, 
fascist, terorist thugs) but it did point ou that we may 
e on the verge of a creative avalanche. Al 9 of these 
compesitions stand alone a thy take somber, almost. 
but-not-quite dirgy feelings and set them to slower sig 

hehnduuMEulbflmemnmmfimwu 

evoking the same atmospheres Mental Home attempts, 
‘without half the keyboards. A breath of fresh air in 
‘many ways, but they need to sack that vocalist, and 

yesteday. 
GOOSEFLESH (SWE) Chemical Garden Digital 

Dimension (no idea on address) 
ss12 

Oral Majority- Laghi- 12- 45:21 
Ancther case study for bands. How many demos did 
these guys get out there? How many people cringed at 
the stupid, shitty name? Yet a band that busts their ass L 
will get rewarded. Especilly when they play trendy- 
ass, groove rff oriented, faceless metal like this. Not 
Kom styl, reall, but Fear Factory at their crappiest 
‘bounce i a sure fie reference. Pass. 
‘hem2 passagen se/gooseweb 

GRABESMOND (AUS) Xenoglossie NRA 
s 

Homix.7- 15- 44:42 
Ambient mood music. OK, not that bad as there are 
actual instruments being played but the overall effect 
s the same. Think 3rd and the Mortal's zaniest 
‘moments rom thei later work and you'l have achue. 
don't know. This is probably me just being closed. 
minded again, but there’s nothing here that [ can grab. 
onto or relae to, although actually I COULD grab 
onto Lucia Faroutan, the very cute vocalist whose. 
picture appears on the back of the promo. 
when thats what | focus cn most of all. I can hear 
whats going on, but [ don't know why, I don't know 
where they are going, and frankly s realy starting to 
anncy me. Where's that Yngwie CD I picked up 
today? 

HAGALAZ RUNEDANCE (NOR) Urd- That Which 
Was HHR 

s 
Akkerhaugen- Akkethaugen & *- 5- 2711 

ot o ging o b a1 oF ek o 
about mmusical 

Mwwm\wmmumm 
sead of the section. Now, first of al, I donit know if | 

must also point out that 1 have never heard this act 
before except for a song or two... o its pretty much 
all new to me. The first two songs are what Id assume 
are ‘standard' HR songs. Folky, tribal (in the Norse 
s, of coms) wih G cric i i Which 
actually sounds very rice. Musically and vocally 
Scmener between K Rueslaten's demo D and 
Atrocity's Colling the Rain. All the lyrics are in 
English which for some reason caught me off guard 
22 el oot youts wondetng bt i wel 
conceived and and produced so. 
T ow b oy TR 
Haugen has 100% authority to say what she wants 
‘done with her work. On one hand you can say who am 
1 to second guess her or flush her music down the 
tolet for it but on the other hand taking that afttude 

mvmmmunflm‘mmw e i s 
and techmo to me are 
musical . Thi i st 
piece of shit. Somehow I dont think these songs were 
meant to inspire people on a dance floor to bust a 
move. The artst formerly known as Garn has done it 
again... uining perfecly good music. | doubt painters 
‘would allow a ‘retouch atst to smear feces all over 
fh syt it what Ardres bl pople 
10 do 1o her music. I see no connection between the 
two musical forms. If you want to do dance techno, 

HATE ETERNAL (USA) Conquering the Throne. 
EAR 
s$12 

22-11-3326 

Hate Etemal. 1 thought 
wonderful Hate Etemal, less so. And which got 
signed to the worldwide deal? I blame the metal fans 

sampled ' wonderig f the druming creitsshould 
Obsessed T am exactly half bald with long ha award. 

inteligence of the scene, thats why! The Gods of 
Heavy Metal shall pass harsh judgement over those 
who buy into this kind o thing. Beware. 

HECATE ENTHRONED (UK) Kings of Chaos PHD 
s 

2- Coleman- 11- 33:13 

HELLCHILD Vodaphie 

e i 
Hellohild Rules! This sounds like Arch Enemu's new
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cooll Yes, they are Japanese! Yes, this thing makes 
as he's shoving some freezing cold metal device up this style. Stl, I have no frame of reference for a band 
one's anus, Td guess. | am not exaggerating, | am not of this type that would be useful o everyone. So this is 

you want to BANG YOUR HEAD! The material is overstating, | am not in any way misleading when | basically a useless review if you lke technologically 
pretty samey throughout the disc but the rifls are say this is stuff that could very well be hot in the enhanced music and want to know more, ight? Well 
‘almost universally Killr, and this vocalist is pissed off dance club scene. This is offensive. Nagash and somy. That is why I put the contact information 
‘something ierce... Blackheart have changed their names to, prepare everywhere Ican... 

‘yourselves, Lex lcon and Psy Coma I swear [ am ot members xcom, com/katos/immortalityhtm 
INMEMORIUM (USA) An Ancient Word INDY  making this up. If theyd asked me, I would have 

534 suggested Eye Suck and Be Tzchit. When you hear  YNGWIE MALMSTEEN'S RISING FORCE 
- *-4-29.29 ‘mental midgets prociaim the sellout, pop nature of (SWE) Alchemy Dream Catcher 

Unholy infemal black metal. Yeah yeah yeah. It's not  Cradle of Filth and Dimmu Borgir and you wonder $5851/2 
bad, really, but this drummer neds a bit of work and  what album they were possibly listening to.. guess 308-*- 13- 6822 
all. [fyou accept the thisis essentially nothing newin  what? Its this one. I'm listening to an electronic dance You DO realize Yngwie is one of those pecple that for 
‘gene that has a supreme glut of nothing news, then_ album that tries to be edgy by having the occassional YEARS all 1 read was how stupid he was, how 
‘you should be able to get into this. The sound isn't bad catchy ‘metal hook rff. We've got the newest addition. homible and pointless his ‘wanking guitr style' was, 

how out of touch Yngwie was with the listening 
audience. Ifs that sort of atitude that kept me away 
from 2 lot_of good music for a long time. Hey, 

4220 Eastem Ave N; Seattle, WA 98103 
‘W geocities.com/sunsetstrip/garage/S668. 

JUDAS ISCARIOT (USA) Distant in Soltary Night 
MOR 

got a Norwegian Grammy or the equivalent of .. and 
I'm an unfsir son of a bitch, and you all know that. look what it did for them. Fans 1, Critic 0. Al I can 

FUCK YOU! Yngwie is the among the best 
guiar players on this goddamnad plant, PERIOD. If 
‘you donit agree then you must be istening o his music 

Yngwie not being 'song’ oriented, don't tell me he 
shoves 347234832 notes into a solo but has no 
emotion. You're jealous and you'e too cool to admit 
it If youve avoided Yngwie, find this. Tape a cushy. 

goal: 
ambient,trancey, 100% METAL strctures that utlize 
atmosphere over and makes it WORK. 
There s skilln that So goddamn many of these bands 
oy this and sound like a buzzsaw, like noise, like 
nothing. Judas Iscaiot succeeds. Of course, there are 3 
couple 

ideologies, mages for 
anew era of Ubbermensch.” Spelling asid, we shouid 
realize that while the entie CONCEPT of the 
‘superman and the individual as god is a good cne, in 
practice it is quite something else enirely and leads us 
all straight to hel. 
breathofhight@hotmail com 

KARMA TO BURN (USA) Wild Wonderful 
Purgatory MIA 

555 
2.2-12- 5108 

one’s called 281" “We callthis one 31° and just rocking 
away. Ifthese guys come to your town, I'm seriously 
tllfig you to check them out. It was worth my time. 
They're fn, the songs are and seeing all the 

‘when I saw the) piss themselves atthe song iles is 
reward encugh. 

KKEEP OF KALESSIN (NOR) Agnen: A Journey 
Through the Dark AGM. 

58 
Brygga- 7-8- 50:53 

Its loud, it's fast, i's hateful black metal, and it's 
ing to avoid. Not to sound stupid or anything 

bt keep referring to these guys as Carpathian Forest 
Asgh! The very essence of ‘non descript” 
Sy tofkalessin 

KOVENANT (NOR) Animatronic NBA 
s 

2-2-10-51:10 

8= yeur By itself, 2 bad album is excusable (e, 
NOT), but considering last year's Nexus Polaris made 

‘about 1 go 1o town. The label call this 
=xplosive, which is 2 waming sign right there. 
‘Visaally, ll I can ask the band is ‘Marilyn Manson 
‘mmch? The labels calls this 3 

Var-*- 12- 5007 
Thave never listened to any Kseator sang (ot that Ive before the lead break where youl again not believe 
heard very many.. but several from a wide span of your cars. Sure, when in the lyrics it says When will 
years) and thought "Hey, this is awesome!” And | you ever leamthe true depths of my work reputation 
certainly don't do so now. [ see a whole lot of makes me wonder who Yngwies REALLY writing 

S ‘Kreator's gone goth reviews on this album, but those about, but again, the man fies all over the fretboard 
long. people are lying to you. | hear a half assed Sentenced and he carnot be denied and to overlook him is to 

clone. 1 donit care what history Kreator has, | dont deny the importance of talent. Why not just go listen 
care how they evolved. This is 8 siep for them, and o Kom then? Wickd My Sword also wrks 
Sentenced took this step years ago, and they do it EXTREMELY well, in that some-Htalian-band-could- 
better. If Kreator sounding like Sentenced (who is  have-written-these-lyrics kind of way. Also here are 
godly, and influentil band) sounds appealing to you, Hangar 18 Area 51, Voodoo Nights, Playing With 
then here you go. If it sounds like a reeking piece of Fire... OK, so Yngwie could well use a more gified 
shit, then here you go. If you're somewhere in the lyricist. There's your 1/28 offright there. Mark Boals 
‘middle, then here | am. retums as vocalist and he just rips as well. Killer, 

strong clear voice, and when he goes up for the notes, 
LOCK UP (Var) Pleaures Pave Sewers NBA  he goes P for those damned notes. Maybe he's not as 

good as Jeff Scott Soto, but he fits and I wont 
‘complain. Dot be like me. Don' lsten to everyone 

CDs are to your 

quite 45) parts show that modem he's always done, but 1 do think this is the best 
‘Napalm Death chunk but mosty this just blurs by with. presentation of his work yet. If you like GUITAR crushing 

irony and comedy of Nuclear Blast music, and want to hear where talent and proficiency 
out of a CD with no keyboards, no ultimately leads t, pick this up. Ifyou like epic songs 

goth vocals, and zero effects is mighty such as Helloween, Jag Panzer, and Rhapsody deiver, 
considering thal's 75% of teir roste these days.  pick this up. If youve read shout Malmsteen and 
VIL Scream, growl, howl, yeargh! Yeah, that's about found him asrogant,or believe the descriptions of him 
the size of it. The lyrics are ‘nothing to be taken a5 such... pick this up and tell me he doesn't have 

the band's own admission. plenty of room to be. Metal people aiways talk about 
P Supposedly the drums and vocals were all done in ‘rends, well,tlent s one trend that should never fade 
one take. Musio such as this isn't exactly an exact 5o get your ass o your local CD outle, or your 
science and it's all down o tape as clean as it should fiendly mailorder 

the arms during drumiming for the execution of an term means 
elongated blast beat” The band consists of Napalm how you've made i this far into the zine.| can't believe 
Deathsters Shane Embury and Jese Pintado (ex- this guy only has 2 hands and 10 fingers. 
Terorizer, by the way), Dimmu Borgir and ex Cradle PO Box 5032, Tallahassee, FL 32314 
of Filthy Nick Barker, and the vocals are done by www.yngwie org 

MOONSPELL (POR) The Butterfy Effect CM 
5555 

Trident-Reilly- 12- 5729 

MALIGNANT ETERNAL (NOR) Alarm NRA 
ssi2 

7-Refines-9- 42:15 

right there this review is shot. On one hand Im ass later, they take al the (filed) expermentation (I 
surprised Napalm deas with a band such ssthis but on. told you' hatethatalbum) of SvPecado and integrate 
the other hand I really shouldnt be secing s how  that into what it eally means o be Moonspel. Dark, 
hippy-hoppy 
formerty true’ Norwegian scene. | don'tknow which is metal this time. Femando's charisma, even just on the 
worse but at least they are petually producing their CD, comes across so powerfully, or as he would say, 

clean singing.. and he's brought back the growl. This 
is an incredible album. What brings it down are the 
times ttries to be t0o cute, o throw in things that just 
DONT fit, like the so not good dnam n bass of Can't 
Bee most spectacularly. However,the doomy POWER 
of songs like Soulsick, Lustmerd, and so much mare. 
‘The cpic passages that made them such a strong band 
in the past aren't completey back in place, but close 

o make the songs work 
PO Box 61061, 2700 Alfomelos PORTUGAL 
‘www moanspell com 

MY DYING BRIDE (UK) The Light atthe End of the 
Word PEA 

2.2.9.71:09 
My Dying Bride has retumed! They've dumped all the 
bullhit from thei last album and gotten back o the 
roots! Tum Loose the Swans, baby! Altemating 
between the. singing and clean vocals! They 
even have Sear Me I1l on here! Long songs! The violin 
(OK, no.)! The problem? Thus album fucking 

Of the onginal British Trinity of Majestic Doom 
(MDB, Anathema, and Paradise Lost), My Dying 
Bride s the only one of the bands to now be doing the 
same style yet they are the ones that are the most fake, 
the most plasic, and the most imitating. Ifs good that 
they recognized that 37.whatever% was a total picce 
of shit captured on disc for all time. Thats good. 
Unfortunately they actually did what all of us have 
wished Megadeth, Metallica, etc etc would do and go. 
back to their roots. We have to face it that when the. 
‘pecple change, we as fans are just completely fucked. 
If you like music in this style, go for Novembers 
Doom, a completely fresher, and much more honest, 
take on it. Don't order this through the mail If this 
comes out on Metal Blade early next year, leave it on 
the shelf. Do NOT be tempted. It doesn't SOUND 
sucky, but believe you me, The Light at the End of the 
‘World deserves to die a slow, painful, low-sales death. 

NATRON (7) Negarive Prevails HOL 
55§ 

2-7-10-4000 
Complete and total destructve power. Death metal the 
way'a lot of you weirdos out there ik it Blas, bast, 
kil destroy, yeecasarrgghh! Very, very busy dnun 
work that soll blasts. The production en this is 
incredible. This st something | ike to listen to but 
I be an diot to say it sn't done well. Staightforward 

death metal start to finsh If youre 
absolutly fed up with shit sounding death metal like 

Cryptopsy or Nile, then add this to your shopping list. 

NDE (USA) Fix INDY 
555 

Mars- Korecky- 8- 3841 
A healthy heaping helping of deathcore is what we 
have here, folks. They slow it down o shudge every 
S0 often. 1 scratches, it bleeds, but for my money, it 
does lite else. You know who this reminds me of? 
‘The Haunted at about 75% ferocity. So maybe i's not 
SO horid, but stil,songriting improvements would 
be quie nice. 
PO Box 2297, Steetsboro, O 44241 
‘members aol com/ndedchris/nde 

NIGHTSTICK (USA) Death to Music REL. 
s 

Tguana- *-9- 6033 
16 quiz time, folks! What do the words ‘fuck' and you' 
‘mean when they are consecutively arranged. That's 
sight! FUCK YOU! Jesus Christ, where do we start? 
Puck you Nightstick, for writing this music. Fuck you 
Relapse for releasing this music. Puck you Padoinka 
the mother fucking clown. Do we REALLY need a 

electronic goddamn clown who performs i rovisational 
‘movement and interprative dance’? I dumped all over 
Goddess of Desire last issue for having uscless shit 

naked. We s his dick. A man's photographed penis is 
in the booklet of this CD. The words ‘ugh', eat shif, 'is 
this necessary’, and ‘go fuck yourself spring to mind. 

Bobby 

presentation 
‘Kind of fike the impression the proctologist is making works as I've yet o hear a poorly recorded album of passionately. He still sounds ike Peter Stecle with his Christ crucified on & musical note. Wow, thats



2- Loikas- 7- 45:04 
Holy shit. (You know it either really good or really 
bad when the first thing I do is swear) This thing had 
the utter misfortune of amiving the same day Opeth 
did, so it sat and collected dust for a week or two 

Un, 
innish quartet take on Gothenburg_styled 

death metal, and basicall eat the 
Dark Tranquilty, and the rest. Original? Innovative? 
No. A brilliant example of expanding the capabilties 
of a style without leaving. 5, f . E 
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‘have. Period, end of story. Buy or die. 

NOTHING (USA) Nondeseript . ROAE 
812 

Perfection of Silence- *- 7- 42.26 
Now this is one of those atmospheric-not-played 

Keybourds _beng clement, but & ek or tw sounding ke M 
Kombat fight scene msic 
PO Box L4121, Mimneapolis, MN 53114 
wvew mythosmecia com/nothng 
PARRY, IAN (Va) [an Parry s Consortium Project 

10A 
$5812 

Var- Var- 13- 5430 
YYYAAAHHHOOO00O!!!! 

did with [an Parry in LotEP #27 Well, I don’t feel so 
bad anymore. In his thanks list was “Jim 

entations of the Flame Princess)”. MY NAME IS 
I'M FOR REALII! Yeah, OK, like this 

review is going to be objective? Yeah, right! But what 
we have here is some melodic heavy metal by an 
allstar cast, only some of which I can identify. There's 

know what else to say. The lyrics are similar to but not out around this same tme. I'm sure it's just as a PERFECT as Jonas Renske's are, but who can live pointlss. Vocalist john West used to be (st is?) in 
p to that? And there are & vry few times when they Artesion. Masa Chono's theme music is Martial Ars 

PAZUZU (CAN) The End of dges AGM 
£ 

REBAELLION (BRA) Burn the Promised Land 
HHR 
ss§ 

7-7.9.35:00 

speedy teensy. Thumbs down. have many bands Td rather try to shove down your bit (OK, a fucking bunch) of Slayer. If Slayer had PO Box 222179, Great Neck, NY 11022 throats so thats all the analysis youll get fom me come up AFTER death metal, they'd sound like this. www royalhunt com 

SALLY (UK) Sally TMC 
s 

Magic Garden- *-26- 6737 
Check this shit out. No, not the record, my review. 
PLEASE don't check thisrecord out. It fcking blows! ROOT (CZE) The Book REL 

55512 ‘There is a drummer named Dirty that thanks the Hagalaz Runsdance that has definite ‘issues) But 
at least if's not the American Pazuzu, so lets all be 
thankful for that at least. Next! 

‘Shaark- Blackie- 11- 56:10 
Didn't they have some obscure 80s album rereleased a Motherfucker, 
few years ago on Cacophonous? Wellif that's the case Monolck. The 
‘where this band hasn't existed for 15 years, kick me in band is named ater the sole survivor fom the Texas. 

i i . i 

PEGAZUS (0Z) Breaking the Chains NBA 
s 

2--10- 5005 

‘power metal vietim. OK, Pegazus aren't THAT bad. the music features other iceties as frequent acoustic the store and buy lots of Combos. When Sally takes They do have their catchy moments. So did Wings of guitar passages, a very creative and interesting the stage, | will go o the center of the floor, tum my Destny. But that's all. A few catchy moments cn a 50 drumaner, and scng amangements that nsure this hour assto them, pull my pants down, bend over,and insert 

fantasti. You just don’tneed this, 

PHOBIA (USA) Destroying the Masses PES 
555172 

For the Record- Miner & *- 10- 17:10 
i 7.2 12-4723 

I'm so cool’ , T don't think its The one and only band I can think of that combines days. spills just some great fucking grindcore of the sort rally saying much that way. St this would be a metal with that electrnic vibe that s listenable and 

of blah, 
clue where you'd find this stufl But it tmes than | would like, they have a problem of 

wouldn't be a bad idea o try, thats for sure! POWER SYMPHONY (ITA) Evillot NW 
55512 

Flying- *-7- 52,00 
‘This is $8551/2 casy if not for the production. Dark, 
epic, lalian power metal with a female vocalist 
Michela D'Orlando is the real 

ROYAL HUNT (DEN) Fear RON 
s 

North Point- Anderscn- 7- 49:10 

years METAL, good ideas are brought together o keep it as inoffensive as, say, Nelson. The songs don't work They fesh, 1 could go on abou the story of the album, I for me on  plasing lstering level either, 3s aside worked, what did, and decided ther couse of 

more. and he IS & talent, no denying precise and they hit every target they aim for. They 
that. But his voice is also very mi and I can just got done with their tour of the US (headlining, 
imagine him doing public service annowscements even!) with Dimmu Borgir so there's even odds you've 
telling kids to drink their milk and listen to ther seen how they handle this live. Trust me, Samael go 
pusents. Lyrically they get too sappy, (0o poetic off the beaten path but they're tll within sights o the without being literary, and just way too Joumey road. 
sounding. 
P The sound is immaculate. You won't find a better 
recording on very many discs these days, that's for 
sure. The keyboards go up font so there is a defnite 
Iack of crunch, and in many cases which is 
‘what spels the end of the appeal, I think. Too slick, 
100 polshed, with the guitars on Aftack Factor 1. The 

Murder Day outtakes, that's how close it is. And I looks ike? Satyricon in quite the. 3 guess Akerfeldt's vocal distortion secret’s out. I don't 1B Andre Andersen has a solo album, Changing Skin, minded that a press interview clouds my ears when | 



listen to an album? Well.. yes it docs. Somy. found the happy keyboard metal scene to be far better 
‘Whichever. Frost is st inhuman on the drums, just ~ SHADOWS OF STEEL (ITA) Twilight US  than that. Enter Sonata Arctica. This band just blows 

insane. The riffing is st quirkly catchy them away. From the pure speed atacks of Blank File 
in parts,justlike its always been. Everything is like Zenith- Andiver- 10- 3926 and Unopened, to the pure catchy yet totally heavy 
is always been.. except... well, the medeival feelng Ialian true metal labels have too much money to Kingdom for a Heart and Letter to Dan, this thing is thing spend. This lates fom the power metal band Shadows just amazing. And i's just » debut record! Your ‘T'm s quite gone. Tm stll sorting out whether | feel that 
way because it really s or because Satyrs ‘made it s of Stee is a digipak with TWO half-lngth CDs. an evi idot” crowd will bemcan the happy nanure of 

his satements. | dorit know. An effctive artist Excellent packaging for the fa, yes (i sells for a5 the music,but that's s vald as complaining that metl i h a5 & fll length CD.. i anough e it 8 i drk semetines. There' oom fr al ypes, 5 a 
0 songs, 40 | S i ] i 

i 
the power brokers (Satyr is in charge at Moonfog) no 

La Volpe. | know, I'm 
SAXON (UK) Metalhead SPV 

55 
KARO- Byford & Baverfeind- 11- 50:34 Labyrinth clones but they're close 

‘Explain to me why | was excited to see a record called you need to check out 
Metalhead from a bunch of 60 year old guys in a like them before going 

i i 
some coverage in Japan, and it VIL This guy can SING. Powerfully, melodically, and 

ia hook: Vocalist Wild Steel (I don't want to hear he chooses his melodies i 

about it..) wears a mask, as does their new keyboard His Finnish accent is present but not overpowering. 
‘player (get ready fo it..) Golden Hawk. The gimmick He's cool. Whre you're all going o trip up on this is 
Bts. Why. that the content is all love songs or equally 

SINNER (GER) The Second Decade NBA 
s34 

Var- Var- 15- 7433 because they're foreign, the English has it's weak 
Maybe he wouldn't look 5o ancient f he didn't have Did you like The Nature of Evil last year when it was moments here and there. For the most part it's 
bieached blond hair and big thick bushy BLACK released by Nuclear Blast? Yes? Then pick up this EXCELLENT but with songs puling on your 
eyebrows. Oh, 1 BOUGHT this! No! NO! Shit. compilation of their 90s work.Did you hate it? Did heartstrings, even the rare slipup magnifies tself But 
Oldschool can be cool, but when you're old AND you miss it ‘Then forget this because it’s I've been a vulnerable pathetic mess lately and songs. 
sucky, it's not so cool Thumbs down, but I'll nothing but average hard rock/metal that's not bad at like My Land, Kingdom for a Heart come across s 

to spring for a credible dye job on BIff They all but completely the next. way too real right now. As for the ‘pop’ nature of 
have songs named Piss OFf and Song of Evil on this band that does Balls to the Wall will have their balls these lyrics, well, the music’s metal and it's not at 

kicked off and splatted against a wall by myself. Geez. ALL glam ‘come suck me baby’ cute sex euphemism 
‘Comes in a spiffy slver case. 

SKYLARK (ITA) Divine Gates I: Gate of Hell US 
5§ 

2-2- 114933 

black metal ‘posers’ you see because | like (cld) metal lbum that just made me sick and now it's open 
Covenant, Borknagar, Dimmu Borgir, et rather than 
this uncompromising, blasting, raw, harsh black metal 
style. To me there justis't miich variety to be found 
within the style. Yes, its ast. Yes, it tight. Yes, it is 

created 
with this style of black metal. Nah. Just fast metal that 
they probably would clam to be ‘rue, fierce (well it 
IS that..), blah blah blah. The tile track promises to 
be diffeent with the howling wind inro. (thats 
diffrent om the rest of the songs, not diferent than 
anything else you can find out there on the marke) but 
e it second and it too conforms to the nom. The 

were really, REALLY cheesy, they'd be Skylark. And 
that’s a fucking mouthful. This is SO cheesy | 

medival weapons. Nothing they can help, but when the accent destroys melodics, success alseady... if they re still this metal, or metal at 
wrong with it at all, it has i€’ interesting moments here fuck them. And this concept... eh, what? You know all in  years, I will cat a full st of my own foenail 
and there, but it doest stand out. So thumbs down.  the lftle_pointless. snippets in Blind Guardian’ But for now? awesome! My 

Nightfall in-Middle Earth? Imagine if you couldn't underground pedigree shouts at me that this isn't 
SEVEN FOOT SPLEEN (USA) Enter Therapy MIA. diffrentiae between that shit and the real songs and mean or dark as it needs to be My 

585 ‘nothing has a eal identity,Justsay no. recogition of quality and technical excellence tels 
‘Waveline- Litte & Probst- 12- 73:58 woww skaservices comiskylark 

They have artwork that has 8 shotgun penised pig SODOM (GER) Code Red PAV. 
Recorded in 3 days. Ugly shit for ugly people. Not § STUCK MOJO (USA) Hwyl CM 
bad. special.) But T3 Var- Johns- 13- 40:29 58 
‘minutes?? Gads, man! Live- Sneap- 18- 7015 
PO Bax 1474, Cartborro, NC 27510 song, blah blah blah fucking blah. Deathy thrash There's a couple of important things you need fo know 

metal. The best moments ar guitar leads supplied by about Stick Mojo. First and foremost, Rich Ward is a 
SHADOWBREED (NET) The Light of the Shadowe _the producer of the album, and not a band member. guitar GOD. Not with Mojo mind you, but he has his 

HH DUD. side project (along with Mojo players Bed Fontsere 
$5512 and Dan Dryden) with Chas Jercho called. Fozzie 

Hartow- Weyerns- 5 21:00 SOLEFALD (NOR) Neonism AGM Ozzboume and they'e basicaly an 80s metal covers 
This has THE coolest sell.sheet | have ever seen. 5858 band. Dio, Prist, Maiden, old Crue and Scorpions, “High qualty package and design, no cheap shit’  Sunlight-Peterson & Skogsberg & Solefald- 10- e, Jeicho has a voce for i, et me tell y, and Rich 
“Simply high quaity musicanship, no crap het!!” 016 can handle the axe as well s any man alve. 1 shit you 

Lazare’s interview should tell you all you need to stage. So he's kind of wasting himself in Mojo | guess. 
know. If you don't think so, then count on it when I The second thing i that Stuck Mojo are al set to leave 
say this i very weird, very avant metal, and most of Century Media ater their next CD (set to record in 
al, very good. Exteme metal and dark pop collide in January if everything is stll as planned) for a major 

been 
wete on the verge of a big breakout. Good songs,  SONATA ARCTICA (FIN) Ecliprica SF back in March. [ was in attendance, watching this from 
good ideas, good deal. Here's hoping that there's an the side of the stage. The interview with Rich that ran 
upcoming full length of this quality, and that the Tico Tico- Kortelainen- 10- 47.19 in LotFP #3 was done this same night What can | say, 

M You know how last year 1 said Stratovarius was a live record featuring songs offof the 3 studio CDs. It 
spifly? Destiny WAS an OK record but since then I've IS good to hear some of those songs off of Snappin 

Necks with a decent production (and at times the 
sound seems a litte 100 good to be true if you know. 
‘what | mean..) but the reality s that there IS NO way. 
to get the energy of Stuck Mojo live onto a CD. Trust 
me, even if Stuck Mojos brand of music isnt your 
thing, go see them at Jeat once. Just as lstening o a 
Blind Guardian CD makes the music of 90% of the 
bands ofthis world seem amateurish and halfassed,the 

substAnce d (USA)- Addictions- NOL 
$$S1/4 

rAnd mAster- pAmin- 17 73:32 
whAUs it with Al of noise usA’s bAnds? this bouncy 
groove heAvy metAl is Almost predictAble from the 
roster, thAY sAid, substnce d i the best of the bunch. 
they mAnAge to sound like feAr fActory insteAd of 
kom. they keep the Aggression up, the metAlness up, 
And the hup hop wAy the fuck down. And the mAin 
sy used to be in tu, donchA know. 
o sul com 

SUMMONING (AUS) Stranghold NRA 
§55 

Nachtschatten- *-9- 64:25 
‘This album has been offically declared 'Some Good 
Shi by sources as diverse as Metal Maniacs, Satan 
Stole My Teddybear, and more.. | just gt t, | haven't 
yet listened to it, but looking through the 8 page. 
‘bookletwe have a bunch of pictures but no Iyrics. Can 

I get a fuck you? OK... so, to Summoning. The 
pressure is on Ive been threatened with 
detesticularization by many sources if 1 do not kike 
this. That tempts me to say I hate it just on general 
principle but 1 have to keep honest. There just isnt 
much going on dunng the course of this CD. 
"Minimalist_philosophy, scream the - Summoning 
supporters! Ah, to hell with that. Afler 5 years and 
how many albums, *I* could do this. Bottom line 
“Thisis almost maddening in that 'we're in no rush, just 
m along’ pace, the simplistic, simplisti, 
SIMPLISTIC amangements and playing... somecns 
said this is prety much ambient music that just 
happens to use guitars. OK, fais cnough, but chick vut 

Maddening, I tell you! | have screamed more than 
once at my stereo. DO SOMETHING! But they stll 
Justmosey on a their own pace. 

SWORDMASTER (SWE) Moribund Transgoria OS. 
512 

Los - * & La Rocque- 8- 35.36 
Tick,tik, tick. Remember when these guys debuted 
everyone thought their thrash roots were so denim and 
leather cool? Tick,tik, tick. This trend was silly by 
the time their debut was gone, isn't i? Anyway, this is 
pretty cool deathy thrash with seme old school breaks 
and solo sylings It has song files ke 
TowardsErotomech Eye, Sulphur Skelethrones, and 
Doom at Motordoume. Hiomim... 'm guessing if you 
want to get drunk and puke on yourself. you will ke 
this band. Tick ick tick. And not o killcredibility or 
anything, | wrote this review before lstening to the 
CD. 2 spins of Moribund Transgoria late, cither I'm 
psychic or ths band is WAY too predictable. Other 
than that, this band is cool Tick tick tick, OK, 
Swordmaste, you e of coolness i up. 

TENHI (FIN) Kauan PRO 
3512 

22-8-222 
This is definitely not one for everyone as there isnt a 
single electric guita to be heard on this recording. | 
had a hard time rating this because this isnt my kind 
of music yet the posiive aspects and overall qualty 
are almost overwhelming. The recording is of itself 
‘wonderful to lsten o as the vibrant qualites of the 
prevalent acoustc guiar strngs are_captured. to 
perfection. There are some piano sections and synths 
(that always sumlate ‘natural” imstruments) And far 
from beung a borng-to-tears new age folk thing, there 
are plenty of upbeat passages which 1 just love. Why 
do s0 many other bands bring things 10 a crawl when 
they whip out the acoustics? The vocals are highly 
competent, of a ‘singing chant” natue, but everything 

is in Finnish (ether that or this guy needs some 
enunciation lessons BADLY) so | cant make heads or 
tails of it. For all of the enchanting qualties found 
hee, I do find that this is a more ‘atmosphere’ based 
project than a song oriented one. Not  problem for 
some, o have at, but for myself this scems more a 
presentation of an idea but not much development 
beyond the basi concept. | prefer this kind of music 
s being one ingredient of a greater whole (and things 

like this appeal to me when applied o other things by 
bands such as Primordial, Opeth, Agalloch, and Ulver) 
rather than being the thing itslf. Still, calm mood 
‘music o supreme quality and I can' argue with . Not 

& million miles away from tings ike Pazuzn and 
Grabesmond in this issue's reviews, but by utiizing 
the more percussive qualties of the guitar rather than 



pssive synth overload, we have a more ‘played For those of you completly unfarmilir just keep in should 
mmhbelfl'audlcfllmmbumwbemfluuhmmumplm kg e 
‘absorbed. An important distinction. TIDAL WAVE of guitar heaviness. Infniy is 

«M*mmmmsmmm 
TENN JINN (USA)ds On o Darking Pl 0A  neniy gts prsty ik anyway. He's o crgnal 1 

(and a growing number of ofhers) callthis genre Devy 
BubisCove = 167207 Metl and eave it at that 
Quality music. A light progressive rock. Too light. $10 for the EP of $15 for the fll ength Infinity album 
Nothing heavy about this. But ' qualit. It to PO Box 44116; Bumaby BC; VB 4Y2 CANADA 
e o o g 1 Bl o ot 8 ik 
the constant peppy piano backing. This doesn't suck. 
it Aok bt s, o'y vy oF 
‘when a bunch of 30-40 year old guys get together to * & Refies- 9- 53.08 
create an epic based on the works of Amne Rice. I feel bad giving al these $585+ marks this issue, but 
Really. This remind me of  bunch of 80s rockers who there are TONS of CDs hitting my mailbox latly. 
over the years developed their musical skills and Now thi isn'ta new album, and Tristainia does have 3 

Beyond the Ve, out soon, so I'l make 
this quick. Oldstyle Theatre of Tragedy beauty and the 
beast doom metal with piano and violins and dreary 
melodies. Excellent for the gene, casily supassing 

¢ radio (and that's where it would ToT'slat 2 albums, casily overtaking such 
), the subject matter is darker, yet in 

‘TRISTANIA (NOR) Widow's Weeds NRA 
5555 

Geitaskjacr, 4120 Tau NORWAY 
THY INFERNAL (USA) Satan's Wrath MOR  www tristania.com 

s 
2-7:9-29:45 LUCA TURILLI (TA) Kings of the Nordic Twilight 

‘This band has members calling themselves Slut (and LMP 
s not a woman... argh!) and Rapist (on ‘lead 555172 

Pacth- Pacth- 11-50:16 
M Do you know Rhapsody? No? Ed & ® i produced, 

And that's all that needs 1o be said, right? | won't 
argue that these guys beieve in what they are doing. | 
won't argue that there are people out there that ike 
this sortof thing. | wonit argue the validity of the style 
asT've donein the past... 'l justnot like it and thaf's 
that, What | will rgue is the need for Thy Infemal. | 
can literally find NOTHING new o creative. They are 
a ‘scene following” band, not a ‘scens leading’ band. 
“This style of black metal is anti-catchy 5o you can't 
grab onto “songs’ a5 you can with trend following. 

£f
1 
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already have this. I you're a fan of melodic Falkenbach, Thyrfing, etc use. If you're in the mood 
nAI.l.,ywnmlm I¥'s excellent. Just not for some cool stuf that’s definiely different, check 

these guys cut, and check out the interview. 
70 B 770 e, Ch 95465 

'VIRGIN STEELE (USA) House of Aieus Act INOL 
TWHTED TOWERTIRE(URA) The Cors of 585 

Tower INI Media Recording- DeFeis- 22- 7401 
e ‘That David DeFeis has composed a heavy metal opera 

‘Neptune- JP- 8- (they sent a fucking promo TAPE.  will put some of you off right away. Those people are 
Atgh) fools! As much as 1 cry about how metal needs 

The yeur i 1980, Sucon, Dnonend, 1o Moiden, 
and other such NWOBHM luminaries are hanging ike this tous, the very fac that this has been composed 
around having a beer somewhere in London. The talk (by an Américan’), that this has been released (in 
is fill of the usual happy crap, a the bands are full of Americal), shows that there really aren't any imits 
exuberance as they are just beginning to realize what anymore. And thatit is done well._.! Virgin Stecle has 
they are doing is not just rock n rol,but the genesis of always had & mythological stance to them, but this 
an entirely new, limitless form of music- heavy takes that o the 10° degree as this is a fully realized 
FRICKIN metal! Steve Harris of Iron Maiden muses Greek tragedy. Yes, a concept album and finally no 
“You know, music trends come and go and things get “but you can enjoy the songs individually® bullshit 
lost. Even if we all get big and famous, things change. Virgin Steele is going to have an clite audience 

change 

E
 

bollocks. Oh yeah, what can change? lron Maiden is metal David DeFeis is no alltme great player but his 
perfect! You, Mumay, Di Anno, and the rest. Any composition are involved, interestng, and the more. 
‘major change s going fo mess up ron Maiden Haris, basic approach of the individual parts point tht out as 
as always, gets pissy with Bruce and they al leave, by playing whatis here marvelously, the sum is much, 
heading down to an old, broken down and seemingly 
haunted house. Some spritely lads named Cronos, 
‘Abaddon, and Mantas are messing around with magic 

anything, 
Al this renly dark and e sl Those tht abble 
darker arts, however, do have aceess to even more. 

rous powers. We need to show the future who 
are, without the fog of me clouding the 

* Veriom s tod. A plan is decided. They will 
musicans into the fiture, playing their 1980 
metal But who? It can' be Briish...they1l be 

How about American? Yes! An American 
‘would work greatl They copy everything! But 
Everyone there seems fo be penpals with this 

Lars Uich on the West Coast. "Nah, he's a 
the scarch is on. Under the pretenses of a US 

the Brits scour America looking for & band 

i
 

it
 

grandeur 
PO e 2431 North Babykon Y 11703.0031 
‘www home-of-virginsteele.com 
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i 2 WESTWORLD (USA) SPI 

$s12 
power metal bands. You either like the buzz or you 
don't, and if you do you end up with 40 CDs that 
sound alike. I do't get it To fans of this style, good 

capital EPIC. 
‘VIL This is part one of the *Virtual Odyssey Trilogy." 

playing that 1980 Britsh Heavy Metal. Near the end 
of the tou, they find themselves in Virginia. Theyve 
had no huck. S0 they setle in for thei final show, and 

Millbrook- Orofine- 10- 4549 
I you can get by the fact thatthe world needs a Rict 

side project ke | need a fater as, then 
for you, but | defy you to logically argue that I've said 
anything incorreet n this review o that this review 
fils to 100% accurately describe this releasel Nice 

‘penis on that demon on the cover. They do caim to 
have an outregeous live show, though, so if they're 
ever down in this neck of the woods, I wll check them 
out. 

Believe me, as a pure 

says Steve Harris. Mid-1990s, here come TTD. But of chuggy hard rock with cool ass solos. Every single 
man who crossed the path of the ancient forest of course al the prophecies were true and the way of song has music writien by Mark Reale (and this 

TIAMAT (SWE) Skeleton Skleiron CM  elves. It Goesn' get any deeper tha tht 50 hal's the 1980 heavy metal ha long been Jost. TTD . their doct sound ke & mising Rict album semehow) 
512 concept. This vocalist, Olaf Hayer, is very competent best but can ot give their messag {o the masses; o and lyrics by Mr. Hamell. If | were to judge Tony's 

Woodhouse Dracger & Edund- 10-4534 and goes up for ot CONSTANTLY. But he s 1o oah. sty il ha deion he worldl Yt s chracir by 1is e, tallow woukd b s T surs 
Just.. no. Electronica rock that absolutely rapes the Fabio, whose sironger accent and more diversified Briish agent of the old ones, now in Soltice, receives. him up. Is 
ey of mastepices ke Clouds ad Wikloney delivery s Rapacdy s extic gl and vy | his sett sgnal. When ron Msden egains i whie 
with & pointy barbed poisoned prick. | am thoroughly think i 

‘band, a new album, a new recording. Go for it despite 
ephant in the. vide..) woth oing. The aiens P CID ha thebest pckaging n the history ofthe i cxcesaingly LAME atpt a3 e 
decided thatthey had not emotionally tortured us poor universe. Get the limited edition a it comes not in a c/o Scott Waldrop; 10021 Scenic View Temmace; 
souls amymare 50 they progranmed CloneEdnd to el case,but i hrdboun bk fonma the sieof Vienns, VA 2182 
create something even figgin worsel An ‘wban' a jewel case. | mean THICK. The booklet inside is a earthink net 
Tiamat album! Somewhere, in some spacecrat in HUGE fill color deal with tons of photos (and 
crbi, the real Johan Edlund is in great pain and everyone is wearing capes, crowns, caries swords, RIS () b T g S PE3 
s 1 e Elvi nd Bigfots sulf e big aml ), i, mmod\umbyl.uu,mum 
probes up his heiny 

of Heretics FMP 

yrically they are ant- 
umm(mysmumpm#l)mwbm 
have a mouthfil to say. So o sum wp, this pretty much. 

savior. VINTERSORG (SWE) Odemarkens Son NRA 
*As 2 servant of light and 5585 

i 2.2:9 4404 
, talking Another 3858 CD. Wow. All these 

you shouldn't need an to his funs. Compare the latest Yngwie with this and albums are pretty good. Anyway, Ampwsy, Vb ol 
introduction o as you should have Infnty abcady! you tel me wha's & msical snob? But the material vikingatmospheric metal band that 

future, 
PO Box 9352, North Hollywood, CA 91609 
www willowwisp.com 

WUTHERING HELGHTS DE) Wiskin SEN 

Tiake ety s in vl G th albu, oo s ke s o s almate ey WO ogeder 1 oy be oAl 
i Rhapsody. I should check out butthis guy deserves the spotight And the harmonies, Fate. If you're not drooling at tha then 

And the other thing is I don’ see the need and when there are muliple melodies... besutiful. The the metal world and I welcome you 
Ocean Machine for a solo project that's efctively the same thing as lyris are all in Swedish. The music isn't ‘brtal, but.this band because i on the cuttng 

albums...) the main band but with different Iyrics. Whichever. the riffng s quite thrash lte. But this s st full on art without being out in leRt field and 
Once you Even withall tha, even with the incredible amounts of balls cut METAL. Folky in arangement, not n sound, metal is all sbout in the first place. 

choice actually. cheese and pretension, if you're a Rhapsody fan you see? Thereare NO ice skating keyboards as bands ike Intromental Management need o be pecple you 
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‘because even if everything they do isn't to my exact strong (even if the recording is a bit muddy. 

of massive quality top to bottom. hear i), and they take  joumey through this 
Heights is definitely my favorite to come flowery, almost piano led metal music. Not evil 

ot of either of their camps as | am SUCH a sucker for brutal, or menacing but st firmly metal and quite 
progeessive, yet very, very. 

fucked 
that briliant is the only thing | can 

$6 Gf you're in the US), 5 (if you're in Europe) to 
Manuel Reis; Rue Firmino Rebelo, 

the 
and the pictures will make this & marvelous 

‘conversation picce. 
$3 to PO Box 0115, 1027 Finch Ave West; 
Downsview, Ontario M3) 3L6 CANADA 

JAZGOT #5 
Thave no idea what Jazgot means, but Jazgot is a good 

Ay ay ay... There are probably hundreds of reviews 
here. 1 defy anyone to find a negative review. Aside 
from those qualms, this is good as a ‘scene overview” 
for more underground types (the only power of heavy 
‘metal here is from the bigger metal labels). 
$1 to Beowolf Productions, PO Box 1236; Pottstown, 
PA19464 
SHORT WAVE WARFARE #3 

‘magazine from Poland. There is @ lot of text, of A 2% rate Worm Gear, basically, with hardeore thrown 
alevolent Creation, The 

Lilit, Metal Church, on down to Anathema, Sisters of wider, man? 
Mercy, Machine Head, etc. Pretty much looks to be a $3 to Dave Adelson; 5433 K Clayton Road, Clayton, 
Terrorizer styled mag as far as being a wide sppeal 
sort of mag. I you read Polish, go for it 

161 had been able to keep my promises and make 
LotFP a 16 pager (dohi), it might look like Last 
Judgement. Tiny, TINY font, interviewing bands like 
Skitzo, Fallen Empise, Sinister, The Crown, Witchery, 
etc. Al 16 pages anda good rumber of iterviews and 

any reviews there isn't much substance, but it is all well 
i writen and Shane’s got a head on his shoulders. His 

high points), and whatever, but one album doth not a what they got nextissue will be 32 pages so hopefully things will be: 
legend make. However, it DOES make for a demcs, the GFM, Desires, and The Astral Silence of feshed out more. 
‘mandatory purchase. Flawkess producton. Diverse Blooming Virgin Beauty. The sound quality of course S1 to Shane Tole; PO Box 692; Arkansas City, KS 
instrumentation. More tempo changes than me trying is worse the farther back you go (Astral Silence... 67005 
o run a marathon. A concept story. Tha jam meets being the cidest), but o the GFM areas it is actully tolle@termworldnet 
‘meticulous amangement magic. And fabulous clear quite good. The style here is arsy dark metal, which METAL NIGHTMARE #5 
Vocals supplied by the noted Kristan Andren should be of absolutely ZERO surprise f you've been Take | metal fanatic. Add in prime influences of Black 
o "Mor, Tad Morose, Fifth Reason..). People ‘ap on The End. Love History is immediately Sabbath, Iron Maiden, Venom, and Motorhead. Stic 
Say metal with “raditional” oots is lacking creativity going to be right there with theis best bands because with currnt scene. Unleash in 16 page zine. Metal 
and true ingenuity, that i's all been done, and better, frankly this shit just rules. With one foot firmly Nightmare! Continuing with the 2 interviews with 
i the 805 This album says fuck that. People say that planted i the old Paradise Lost “vptempo death docm® (Postinmuos and Hobbs Angel of Death) 
199 has been a weak year for metal. MANY records, style (including vocals), and one foot in the classical and reviews, this s a pretty good read. He's Mr. Metal 

Just this ssue, and especialy this ome say fck that folk amangements, plus a decent amount of noodiing in the reviews which at once s refreshing but also 
Thee are albums that are perfect for this group, there and other such delights, Love History is atienion hilariously bad when he gets o things like Tenhi and 
are albums that are perfect for that philosophy. This grabbing, interesting to lsten to, and very in depth as Amen. Not that I'm any more dignifid, but stl, this 
album s perfect for people who like music. far as being quality music. Melody and composition s my mag and I can be a world class hypoerite if [ 
www v take the fore, while the heaviness and some brutal bits want. Metal Nightmare is pretty much a must read, 

add spice. Great, great stuff and | look forward to the send ONE FUCKING DOLLAR already. And check 
ZIMMER'S HOLE (CAN) Bound By Fire HDR  album. out this Pazuzu review, inits entirey. *Hey, this isn’t 

55 Richard Chrobok; 26 dubna 215; 725 27 Ostrava 27 the American Pazizu! Who nesds you then!” I'm not a 
Stack- Dr. Skiuny- 15- 34.38 CZECH REPUBLIC fin of Mr. Wells® work cither, but 1 am sick and 

This is Byron and Jed of SYL's side project produced  MASQUE OF INNOCENCE (POR) Take 0 fucking tired of people acting like Chicago’s own M 
not 4song tape Potato Head walks on fucking water. Just fucking 
that After the quite nice piano inroduction (which was so ke Chicago and get it over with. I'm in rouble now! 

Metal Rules rules. It is a fun, breezy read with 

CA 94517 
members comfinthoms 

UNRESTRAINED! #9 -+ #1 
A real magazine out of Canada, comparable to Pit but 
much much ruuch, as in LOTS, bette. Reviews of 
CDs, demos, zines (LOtFP got s thumbs up, YES), 
plus feaures out the wazoo, Not very citcal a5 is 
ypical of glossy 'magazine’publications, but excelent 
a5 an overview of the scene. #9 has Six Fet Under, 
Dark Tranquillty, Machine Head, Taake, 
Andre Anderson, tc etc et #10 has Samacl, Brutal 
Truth, Satyricon, Type O, etc. Well witten, varied, 
and should be on. your shopping it before Pit o 
Melal Maniacs as a magazine of ts type. Too bad ifs 
quartrly and not monthly 
$4 each to Unrestrained! Production; 3150 Spring 
Creek Cres.; Mississauga, ON; LN 452 CANADA 
‘macabre@intelog.com (note | didt fuck up the email 
address, ha hal) 

WORM GEAR #3. 
Marty was a saint in praising that piece of shit LotFP 
#1in Metal Maniacs. It didn’t deserve it due to my 
ignorance. But Wonn Gear is an amazing picce of 
work with VERY intelligent writing, indepth 
interviewing, etc eto etc. The guy deserves the Metal 
Maniacs gig. The problem? Well, ot a problern, but a 
viewpoint of liking the ‘dittier’ side of metal and 
extreme music as evidenced by features with 
Carpathian Forest, The Chasn, My etc. There's 
also an ambient side to the publication, about 40% of 
the space dedicated to these kinds of *bands " 1 find 
‘myself wondering about people who put *Darkthrone- 
AII in their playlists. Do they have ears? (this bit was. 

written 8 month before [ saw the Metal Maniacs lsts) 
‘To me music on some level is commumication and to 
me going through the trouble of writing music and 
producing albums just to prety much say ‘The world 
sucks, go away and kill yourself and that's IT. 
what's the point? Yes, | like pretty music and Marty 
sure doesn't. | that a complaint? From my musical 

on real songs (1 sbout dropped my shit when they sound ke modem Metallica, which is an intriguing 
‘went into God of Thunder). I's mastly heavy, at times mix. s this a bad thing? Not at el That a band's first 

‘demo sounds his together is awesome. Not that these 
guys are ready for a worldwide deal as they haven't 
yet found their own voice, but this is already befter 

(slthough lets face it, it is no less slly than Cannibal 
Corpse Iyics), you'll isten to it twice, lugh your ass 
off, and then never pick it up again. 
$15 to PO Box 44116, Bumaby BC; VSB 4Y2 
CANADA 

Moonspel, 
area, or middle period Anathema or Paradise Lost 
catch your fancy, here's a chance to catch guys with 
real potential at the ground locr. 
$4 should cover it send to: Apartado 6004; 2701- 
801 Amadora PORTUGAL 

DEMOS ALSB62@isctept 
AZAZEL (USA) Order of he Fly ZINE REVIEWS 

6 song tape And now, the LotFP Pisses off His Peers section by 
Well it s good sounding, standard issue keyboardless pretending his own shit don't stnk: 
thrashy black metal from Laveyan satarists. As good BATTLE HELM #3 
as halfofthe signed stuffout there, 'l at last say that BIG improvement for Battle Helm writing wise this 
for them. Not miuch else to say, really. time around. Sl camying the frue metal standard, this 
hitpreditect toazaze] time we have talks with Mercyful Fate, White Skull 
'BLIZZARD (GER) Hellish Rockn Metal  (ught), Power Sympheny (sproing!), Primal Fear, 

4 song tpelT” Oty In Flames, Witchery, Virgin Steele and more. 
The band is HEAVILY influenced by Motorhead, gee those names seam familiar! They're also into 
‘Venom, Bulldozer, and Warfe. The songs are called ambient over at Battle Helm HQ which | ind odd. The 
Rock n Roll Temorist, Firetger, Lumberjack, and The one complaint that remains is that the whole thing is 
Metalking. The sound is good and the syl i every bit Iaid out in thi tuly humongous font. Very.casy on the 
what you'd expect it to be after all this. It isn't eyes, but I'm biased because of how much I try to 
necessary for me to say one more word, is it? Well I overcram into each LotFP. And 24 reviews n & 
all anyway. Beer and buletbelt meta, or sure! 
Tape: 

scems  bit thin. 
Balor, Albstr 36, 72663 Grossbettingen $3 to Josh Cook, PO Box 175, Chaska, MN 55318 

‘wwewbattlehelm com 

interviews you can't believe. Lots and lts of coverage 
of the March Metal (including multiple <oy 
writers noticing that Bamey Greenway must be color hope I didn't wrt this up somewhere already, but M. 
blind judging from his attire), pictures of editor Jefl HammerFall are Posers is somewhat a hypoerite. So 
and cohorts, and interviews you wonit believe. Last former death metal musicians forming a heavy metal 
issue we had a guy from Stryper, this issue is Vanilla side project and signing to a big label is 
e, No shit. It IS an interesting read and when Jeff 
tums it on there it a better intrviewer anywhere. Of 
cours, he also goofs off lots. LOTS and LOTS of 
thorough zine reviews Jof sikes the hamimer down 
on many bands in the rviews tco.. | may ot agiee 
with him but I see where he's coming fiom so thumbs 
up in the reviews. There's a Hades interview. WHY 
THE HELL IS EVERY HADES INTERVIEW 
THIRTY YEARS LONG? Where #4 had TOO much. 
personal stufl o be a good ‘metal rad, MR #5 is 
almost & must read as an example of a zine being 
onginal, fun, and best of all, GOOD. Basic Color 
Homoseuals welcome 
$4t0: JefT Rappaport, 2116 Sandra Rd; Voorhees, NJ 
o804 
‘www haddons com/metalies 

“METAL RULES #6 
Glossy cover! Woohoo! And more metl insaiy. 
Jeffs muis. He interviews his mom, Testament, 
Godsmack, Mike TV (the acter rom Willy Wonka 
o s, King Diamend, ec. LOTS of sht inthis 100 
page monster. More reviews than you can shake 3 
stick at (including over 100 zine reviews! HOLY 
SHIT!). Plus tons of clowning around. Great read and 
‘worth the money. Big report on the Ozzfest. My one 
complaint i tha the nterviews are cluttered with the 
“What was that, | didn't hear you® type 
swear, half the King Diamond 
connection sucks. | didn't hear you' Ah well The 
‘substantive halfis worth it Good fun i all, something 
‘missing from the metal scene. 
‘Ondering info same as above. 

SATAN'S CANDY BASKET #4 
Burt Wolf is 8 seene cheerleader, and that's fine 
Interviews with bands as diverse as Seg 
Beseech, The Great Kat, Nasum, Nile, Soilent Green, 
Disarray, and far more. The problems are many, 
however, The interviews are pretty much cookic 

‘being 
posensh? What the fuck is October 31 then? 
Anyway... my | main complaint is the inclusion of 
Judas Iscariot. Akhenaten spouts these words of, ah, 
‘wisdom': *As we are extreme philosopl 
also inevitably become extreme_politc 
Reactionary belief. Hail totalitarianism!’ 1 hate 
rednecks with bulletbels. And_Akhenaton_saying 
having an audible production = life metal. What are 
these people smoking? OF course this does go to show. 
Worm Gear to be a worthy read as something 
profound, or ani-profound, is to be found on every 
single page. A definite_comerstone of the metal 
joumalistc community. Check it out for an almost 
ant-LotP point of view. 
$2 to Marty Rytionen; PO Box 426, Mayfield, MI 
49666 
‘www,crionicmind org/wommgear/ 

HOLY DIO, BATMAN! AN IN-DEPTH LOOK 
AT THE TRIBUTE TO THE VOICE OF METAL 
Tve been picking my brain for a few weeks trying how 
o tell you that this is the greatest wribute album of all 

tributes down the road, Dio's songs. You 

information on the band (ineups, record company, 
), 3 quote from the band about the song being 
covered, and photos. Agein, A+ The US version will 
be diffaent Get the Buro edition, if just for 
Swano'Tagtgren! This tribute isn' perfect by any 
means. Several of the bands included are suspect 
(more on them as we get o the individual songs, but 
thisisnta Dwell job by any means), and vast periods 
of tme are ust et out. The complete Dio discography



is listed in the booklet, but that just makes it more 
‘obvious that percds of fime are missing. Nothing from 
Dio's period with EIf (3 albums from 1972-1975) is 
represented, thank GOD. And if this tribute was any 
indication, Dio retired after 1984s The Last in Line. 
The last 5 (or 6.. what the hell is Intermission, 
anyway?) Dio studio albums dont exist Now | 
understand that more recent material won't have had as 
much an inspirational impact on most of these guys 

't the albums the bands 
up with. The last 3 Dio albums have been ‘not well 

by Dio-heads, but are these people telling me. 
that Sacred Heart and Dream Evil are not excellent 
albums? Blow that notion right out of your anus. One 
thing you cant deny is that this project pays tbite to 
the guitar players that Dio has been blessed with just 
as much as to the Mighty Dwarf himselr. Ritchie 
Blackmore from Rainbow, Toni lommi from Black 
Sabbath, and Vivian Campbell from the early Dio 
albums (who later went on to greater fame and fortu 
but NOT artstic achievement, with Def Leppard). By 
count, Dio (and by proxy Campbell) has 6 songs 
represented, Rainbow and Blackmore have §, and 
‘Sabbath and fommi have 5. The European bands are 
more into the Rainbow period, the Americans more 
into the Sabs, and they split on the Dio band. Id tr to 
make a point about Rainbow and Blackmore being 
much more influental than Sabbath and Tommi to 

. that (youre wrong, 
) so Il skip t. Going by this, Long Live Rock n 

Rolli the king of all Dio albums...a notion | wouldrit 
argue with_ 1 have all of the albums that have songs 
represented here (except the live Rainbow album) and 
that too points out some things. I'm not as stupid as 
some of you thunk 1 am when 
(especially when 1 was less than 1 year old w 
Ritchie Blackmore's Rainbow hit the shelves), and 
NONE of these fcking things had full yrics included. 
<groan> All of this serves one important purpose: 
Dic's Imagika, said to be a throwback to his Holy 
Diver period, is eleased early next year. One can hope. 
he caps off an cutstanding, prolific, and definitely 
tribute worthy career with a kille album. This tribute 
should create a Dio awareness and anticipation for the 
new album. BLIND GUARDIAN “Don't Talk to 
Strangers” from Dio's Holy Diver, 1983 Prefty cool 
opening up, it’s interesting but fankly whenever 1 
hear this I want to go throw on Forgotten Tales or 

it comes to old stuff 

Imaginaions From the Ot Side. PRIMAL FEAR 
Il the King” fro 

Roll, 1978 THIS RULES e already on Jaws of 
Death, which you had BETTER already have! Strong, 
METAL, awesome! DORO “Egypt- The Chains are 
On* from Dic's The Last in Line, 1984 Yeah, yeah, 
youre a babe, youre all sultr, youre singing about 
Egypt and chains and shit Ne! JAG PANZER 
‘Children of the Sea” from Black Sabbath's Heaven 

and Hell, 198 FATES WARNING "Sign of 
Southem Cross” from Black Sabbath's Mob Rules, 
1981 1 think it somewhat sick that a mad progressive. 
band like Fates Waming delivers ifs most exciting 
recording in 10 years with a fucking Toni lommi 
written song. Talk about EMBARASSING. Yikes, you 
bastards! Anyway, realy cool cover. CATCH THE. 
RAINBOW “Rainbow Eyes” from Rainbow's Long 
Live Rock n Roll, 1978 Puck this whole idea. Why not 
just give us Helloween? Noooo.. the damn ome 
eyebrowed dumier pus together a Rainbow tribute 
project. And frankly, I'm not a fan of this song in the 
irstplace but putting » covers band on  trbute album 
seems really, really weak GAMMA RAY "Long Live 
Rock n Roll" fom Rainbow's Long Live Rock n Roll, 
1978 In 10 years Kai Hansen will deserve one of these 
tribute albums himself, you know. Gamma Ray has 
always had some good fun (Free Time from the fist 
Ray album and Heavy Metal Universe from the latest 
should prove that!) and this is a good fii song. And 
they give it that panache that lets you know thisis both 
a paty AND an all fime classic. Wow. 
SWANO/TAGTGREN “Country Gil® from Black 
abbatli's Mob Rules, 1981 Or, God and the guy with 

bad teeth and sunken eyes. In 2015 when Swanc's well 
deserved tbute album is being put together can you 
just fucking imagine what THAT is gong to look like 
if they try to make it a comprehensive career 
retrospective? Talk sbout an ARTIST. Anyway, 
Swano is probably the cnly guy on this entire thing 
that can blow inhis-prime Dio out of the water, Not 
the song Id have picked for these guys, but they OWN 
it and give the song a greater presence and credibilty 
than [ think it ever had. Absolutely belongs, absolutely 
should not be ignored. That Rock Hard thought that 
these two were of the caliber to be on this thing says 
oadles about how much better Rock Hard is than US 
media. IF this was the US, Metal Maniacs would be 
presenting Rosdnumners tribute featuring Slipknot, 

Coal Charmber, Deflones, Candiria, and yeah, some 
real band of _something  YNGWII 
MALMSTEEN “Gates of Babylon® from Rainbow’s 
Long Live Rock n Roll, 1978 JefY Scott Soto gives m: 
the wallies when he sings. He's awesome. Yngwie is 
Yngwie. He's also Blackmore Jr. so he's jus not going 
to fuck this up. Mandatery. GRAVE DIGGER *We 
Rock" fiom Dio's The Last in Line, 1984 Each Dio 
album was prefaced by a retarded rock anthem type 
song, so fiting that disc 2 was headed off by 8 
retarded band covering one of these retarded songs. 
Do Grave Digeer belong? No doub, as they have a 
long history. And they are a good band with a homid 
singer. Chrs Boltendahl, how do | put this Kindly, 
really really sucks as a singer. Granted, he has  befter 
and cleaner voice here than on Grave Digger' normal 
work (‘Knights . knights of the cross! Murder! 
Murder!” Oh shut up!) but somehow I donit see this 
making the US version and I don't sc¢ anybody caring. 
HAMMERFALL "Man on the Silver Mountain® from 
Rainbow's Rainbow, 1975 You already have your 
opinions on HammerFall If you like them, youTl love 
this. I you hate them, youTl loathe this. Oh, and if you 
hate them, then | give you the MIDDLE FINGER OF 
DOOM! HOLY MOTHER “Holy Diver" from Dio's 
Holy Diver, 1983 Apparently Holy Mother has some 
talented people in the band (bassst Randy Coven is 
Yngwie's touring bassist dorit you know) but this just 

seems too ordinary, TOO close o the onginal T not 
od  Give me Otgs vemsion 

STRATOVARIUS "Kill the King" from Rainbow's 
On Sitage, 1978 Stratovarius are a big name in Europe, 
and deservedly so. But Primal Fear cleans with this 
same song and frankly this one shouldn't be on here 
The interesting take on the open of the song highlights 
Keyboard whiz Jens Johansson. Why not do Rainbow 
in the Dark from Holy Diver, which highlighted 
Keybourds and which Stratovarius could have 
delivered a superior version than Dio himself due to 
the BADLY outdated synth technology on the 
original. The problem here is ot only Stratovarius 
outclassed on the same song by Primal Fear, but Dio is 
a VOICE. Stratovarius' weakest point is the voice, 
whether current singer Timo Kotipeto, or the singer 
om the Episods era (whe this was recorded...come 
on guys, you couldn't do something NEW?) main 
Stratoguru Timo Tolkki himself” AXEL RUDI PELL 
*Stll I'm Sad” fiom Rainbow’s On Siage, 1977 No 
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doubling Pell s of a caliber to be on here, but this 
song tself was a cover that Rainbow did. Paying 
rbute to someone by covering  cover song they did 
is way, WAY weakEspecially to be inspired by the 
LIVE version. Eek! Good song, even with is dubious 
qualifications to be here. ENOLA GAY *Heaven and 
Hell” from Black Sabbatis Heaven and Hell, 1980 
‘Good encugh rendition, but who in the hel is Enola 
Gey, do enough metal fans know exactly what the 
Encla Gay was so this band dossn't scem queer to 
them? Hint think big bombs and lots of dead 
Japanese... these_bands do well in Japan but I'm 
wondering how they react to this band, ha ha ha! If 
this band wasn't on Century Media, would they even 
have been considered? This band befte be big to make 
this an carly special thingy. STEEL PROPHET 
“Neon Knights" from Black Sabbath's Heaven and 
Hell, 1980 Again Steel Prophet show their real 
potental. The absoluiely SLAY on every cover 
Version ['ve heard them perform, but their own album 
(owel, the latest anyway, | haven't heard their previous 
stufl) just bites. Or blows goats, if you will They 
belong,they it the song perfectly, and the key to the 
song, Citcles and rings, dragons and kings' gets the 
proper comph. This song is special to me because it 
‘makes me giddy thatthis i the it song on a Sabbath 
album where the public got to hear a real singer front 
the band. 1 can imagine the reief everyone felt. Dio 
collaborsted with skalled musicans... he did not rde 
their _coattails to success.  Absolutely great 
SOLITUDE AETURNUS “Shame on the Night" 
from Dics Holy Diver, 1983 Go John gol This is a 
tasty_doomer which shows exactly why Solitude 
Actumus are one of THE best doom baids gomg 
today. Robert Lowe's vocals arc impeccable, 1 
absolutely always, and this band does ot deserve to 
have the song buried down atthe bottom of the second 
dise. DESTINY'S END "The Last in Line® fiom Dio's 
The Last in Line, 1984 Eh. Good band, good song, 
but.eh. No magic here. ANGEL DUST "Temple of 
the King* from Rainbow's Rainbow, 1975 See Enola 
Gay_notes. This song just fucking RULES in its 
original form, and not because the vocals are all slick 
and smooth like Dirk Thurisch lays down. Dio was 
dark, ominous, forlom in his performance of this 
ballad. I'm not one to complain_sbout accents in 
singers, but on a slow, vocally driven song such a5 
this, the German accent just dos not cutit. 
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