DREAMTHEATER

<\

Power SympiioNy - The Dillinger Escape Plan
Mullmuzzler solefald VI’RGIIH




MOONSPELL

MOONSPELL continue
explore new territories on their
fourth album. Utilizing the
gothic and metal nuances from
their previous releases with a

to

harsher and heavier approach.
Produced by Andy Reilly
(Bruce Dickinson, The Cult
and UFO).

“"Heavy as Fuck”
- Seconds I\r‘ldgazinc
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CENTURY MEDIA RECORDS
1453-A 1ith Street # 324 - Santa Monica, CA 90404 - www.conturymedia.com

TIAMAT return with a new
album that combines the moody
emotion of their last release with
the aggressive urgency of
Wildhoney to create some of the
band's finest moments ever.

“Tiamat is growing upward, out-
“’ﬂrd, away FrOm fhe hindrancf ('IF
genre classification.”

- Metal Maniacs
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TOP 10 CDs OF 1999

10. Skyclad Vintage Whine Massacre
9. Solefald Neonism Avantgarde
8. Yngwie Malmsteen’s Rising Force Alchemy Dream
Catcher
7. Control Denied The Fragile Art of Existence Nuclear Blast
6. Primal Fear Jaws of Death Nuclear Blast
5. Nevermore Dreaming Neon Black Century Media

4. Agalloch Pale Folklore The End
3. Nightwish Oceanborn Spinefarm

2. Wuthering Heights Within Sensory

1. Opeth Still Life Peaceville

Go 1w hiitp:/f'www onelisi com/subscribe/LotFP  and
sign up for the LotFP mailing list! For all the latest
news, discussions, ete, geared up especially for LotFP
readers and Atlanta metalheads. If you're in Atlanta,
sign up as well for show listings and communication
with Atlanta’s bands!

Here are the internet web addresses 1o some of metal’s
best mail order merchants in the United States | fully
encourage Al of you to buy from your local stores
when you can, but online merchants usually have the
imports for cheaper, and i your local retailer can't
keep up now, they need 1o stant. If you don’t have the
imternet, you undoubtedly have a friend who does, or
can get access through your local library. It's worth
your time to check it out, and stop whining about not
being able 1o find the latest refeases. If you can't find
something from AT LEAST one of these vendors, then
i just doesn’t exist, I've used most of these myself and
can vouch for their reliability

Alta Mira www calldownthethunder com

CD Now www.cdnow com

Century Media www centurymedia com

Dark Symphonies www darksymphonies com
Empire Entertainment www empireent com
Extreme Subterranea www blackmetal com

Full Moon Productions www fmp666. com

Hale in the Wall www holeinthewall com

Laser's Edge www lasercd com

Metal Dice www metaldiss com

Necropolis Records www necropolisrec com
Red Stream www rstream, com
Relapse www relapse com

1 get shit for ‘not helping out the local scene’
enough . and although | think 99% of it is crap, here
are some website contacts to learn more about the
Atlantn heavy metal scene so you can decide for
yourself. There is movement here

www sbwhore com (Atlania’s Metal Kings!)

www lilitu cjb net

WWW. FAVENCTOW COM

members. spree com/vibrations

come to/localizedbrutality

www geocities com/SunsetSirip/Loft/2827/

No big raging editorial this time Obvicusly my
monthly schedule has gone straight into the crapper
but life catches up and all these unpaid bills 1've
ignored so | could pay for the zine can't be put off any
longer. Basically the big delay is 50% my fault, 50%
other people’s. Basically, my personal life has gone in
the shitter to the point where I'm having trouble
keeping my job because | don't care about much of
anything  besides the zine And I had $1500 in ads
pledged, plus ene paycheck of mine and this thing is
PAID So I got lax and even though 1 knew 50% of
that money wasn't coming until after printing, 1|
decided 1o try to cheer myself up. How? Buying CDs
Old Judas Pricst, Rush, Sabbat (UK}, rare Rainbow

live CDs, and expensive rare bootlegs of Blind |
Guardian, Gamma Ray, and reformed Maiden
with Bruce. Things | WANT from metal right
now rather than concentrate on the things |
committed to. | know some of you look
forward to the zine and | know when people
whose work | admire slack off [ hate it, but

At the end of the day, if the rest of my life
seems 0 be just really dead with no hope of
resurrection, this zine won't be any good if 1
don’t keep up with being a true fan of metal
Regular readers know this is as much sbout
my passion snd ego and opinions a8 much as
information and promotion and | can't lose
that, ever. I'll do the best | can 1o get this thing
out as often as [ can, don't worry. I'm sull a
sorry rat bastard failure of a human being for |
being late though. #5 should be out by May! If

1 can get more regular advertisers then all will

be OK, but right now this is still 50% out of |
my own pocket, so ya know, give me some |

Lamentations of the Flame

CONTACT INFO

Princess
¢/o Jim Raggi
710 Peachtree St #418
Atlanta, GA 30308
USA
jer@elavidge.com
Phone: 404-876-3353

leewsy. | do want to apologize to the advertisers who
paid early and still had their ads run late. Screwing up
on your most loyal backers is NEVER good, but what
can | do? Enough of the negative, this is- still the
publication with the best interviews out there and as
my name grows hopefully this will all tum out for the
best

Some of you know I am anempiing 1o bring Opeth
over to the States for a show or two. Well, my
financial sucker, er, parner, realized what & money pit
it will be just to get them here (53000 just for their
plane tickets, never mind hotel, food, their equipment,
etc), and the venue 10 be used had a big fire. The carly
April date no longer looks feasible. Shit

Cover background ant is taken from the cover of
Opeth's Still Life, by Travis Smith. He rules! Check

him nut at www the nl/seempieces

Thanks to: Kim Esston, Steve Cannon, plus all the
usual suspects. Remember the Twirlygirl I mentioned
back in issue #17 SHE HUGGED ME! Woohoo! And
then when | tried o talk 1o her, | completely froze
DAMN IT. Why does that ALWAYS happen to me
when I'm around beautiful women? ARGH! Also,
remember the covergirl, Jenna, from #17 She returns
to the cover of LotFP next issue! Sorry to Joker sbout
bitching about you last issue, but it was after writing
that that I found out sbout your health problems. DL
Burrell for once again putting the cover together and
scanning in all the pics. Thanks to Matt Johnsen for
helping set me up with Tim Aymar and for the Psycho
Scream stuff Thanks to Russell Burgess for the EIf,

Haggard, and Crimson Glory especially. To Ralf for
the Deliverance. Bill Leidy for the Arcturus/Opeth/in
Falmes rarities Chris Robin  Zimmerman
{www.crz.net) for the cool ass plug on Wrestleline

LotFP has been going for & year now and I've
managed to put myself into the upper crust of pure
metal zines. Mot bad, but there's far more to do
Thanks to all of the bands, all of the labels, and
especially w all of the readers that let me know I'm
not completely wasting my time by giving up my
whole life to make this work right now. This year will
bring new records from Judas Priest, Dio, lron
Maiden, and more, 2000 is the year it will happen for
everyone, 50 enjoy. And remember, no matter how big
metal gets or doesn't get, widespread mainstream
success will only be a fad, and the band you'll like
most probably hasn't even been formed vet so don't
forget the small bands labels. and zines when Iron
Maiden rolls through arenas, MTV, and is on the cover
of Rolling Stone once again Yesh, I'm being
optimistic, but if 1 didn't have hope | wouldn’t bother
with any of this

All written material is written by and © 1999 James
Raggi, except the James LaBrie exclusive aricle
which is © 1999 DL Burrell and used with permission
The name Lamentations of the Flame Princess is ©
1999 Jim Rapgi All images were gathered either
through press kits or internet sites and for the most
part were used without permission for the purposes of
promotion and remain the property of their original
OWners.
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MASTERCARD

mmﬁeﬁng ﬁev,ggﬂts . oiThin

Donish quitarist Erik Rovn unites with vocalist Kristian Andrén (lad Aorose, Aemento Mori)

o create a conceptual tour-de-force of symphonic speed metal infused with folk and
classical elements. Fans of Rhapsody, Angra, and Blind Guardian will not want to miss out
on this epic musicol odventure!

|
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AVAILABLE AT ALL FINE
RECORD STORES OR
MAIL ORDER PAYABLE 10
THE LASER’S EDGE FOR
$15 (POST PAID US).
FOREIGN CUSTOMERS
PLEASE ADD §2. VISA AND

BEHIND THECURTAIN ® &l binkh oo wn park

Denmark’ Behind The Curtain create their own avant garde vision of metal for the next
millenium. “Til Birth Do Us Part” is o concept album filled with dynamic contrasts of crushing
guitar riffs.symphonic keyboards, and original vacals. Although complex in nolure, BIC music
is often subtle ond filled with powerful emation. A challenging listening experience!

ACCEPTED.

SENSOIRY

ALUIVISION OF THE LASER'S ELGE

/ PHONE: 856.75

6444 [ WEBSITE:

W

WW.LASERCD.COM
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After the Fire, Water, Wrath, Storm, Pain and Tears...We will meet again in Honour, Faith and Love...

VIRGIN STEELE

The long-overdue
domestic release from
y one of America’s first
and only true carrier of

the metal torch,
Virgin Steele.

For the first time in the history of
art, a Greek tragedy is being
combined with a heavy metal

soundtrack.

THE HOUSE OF ATREULS ACT |

The heavy metal opera The House of Atreus: an alliance of traditional and modern art.

The Ghosen Ones
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INTERLUDE

Interlude is five songs recorded live at the
The Chosen Ones Wacken Open Air Festival, four new songs, a
cover of the Judas Priest classic, Desert Plains
& a CD-ROM with live footage, pictures and
more, all by power metal heroes, Kai Hansen
(Gamma Ray) and Piet Sielck!

is a greatest hits record
compiled by all of their loyal
fans. It’s Stratovarius and
Noise’s way of saying thanks
to metal heads world-wide.

Featuring rare Japanese bonus 12358 Ventura Blvd., Suite 386
. ° Studio City, CA 91604
traCkS avallable f()l' the flI'St e'mail:-:ontact@;zs.:\oi:-'i-t:'ewrds.cfnm

http:/ / www.noiserecords.com

time in the US.
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Tw:bwuaﬂ#mabmr:hlbmdmﬂadm didn’t expect it to go to. One of the people who ha hﬂ going on about how there's been
Chuck Schuldiner has bean unl, g the metal got ahold of it was Chuck Schuldiner [shul- ly no mixing of material between the
fury since 1984 or so, ﬂnmngqﬂ"ﬂ:kmﬂw dinner, by the way]. He called Dofka and asked two projects. That's a little hard for me to
death metal, and being one of the first and tobomow me. | was working with her band at llow b again they are very alike as it
defining bands in the genre. They progressed into the time. It was a side project of Narita and Royal is.

Being a technical metal monster. 1991's Human Hunt, there were intemational players involved. It There are some differences. But we're not gomg

take to mix this thing? 1 would like to take my
tume with Psycho Scream.

The one thing about Control Denied that
everyone Is unfortunately focusing im on is
Chuck’s health problems. The title The Fragile
Art of Existence, was that created before or

ond 1998's The Sounds of Perseverance were didn’t work out because I went over there and got to cheapen Control Denied by doing covers of after he was diagnosed.

Brolute gems of intelligent, yet extreme heavy bronchitis. When 1 got back, Jim said 'Guess Death or vice versa. Chuck did use a couple of the
metal art But throughout it all, Chuck wanted where you're going now? You're going to Flonda songs but they're his songs. He wrote them. If he
something that would recall his heroes growing to work with Chuck Schuldiner.” That was late 96. wants to sing them and use them for Death that’s
wp. Judas Priest. Exciter, Iron Maiden. etc ad That's when we did the fist demo. That was fine. He did catch some flak for putting some
nfinitum. The answer? New vocals. Enter 1999, awesome! The first demos went great. I got down songs on the last Death album that were on the
Control Denied's first album The Fragile Art of there and Chuck and | immediately clicked I Control Denied demos. But he wrote them! What
Existence kits the shelves, featuring music wasn't worried about that, Chuck is a grest guy. gets done with them i his business!
strikingly swmlar to Death's last album, but We'd have our coffee and bagels in the moming, 1 don’t have a problem with it, I love his
featuring the vocal stylings of one Tim Aymar. play a little basketball 1o warm up and then go writing style. It's all intellectually stimulating
Steve DiGiorgio returned to the Schuldiner fold slam out a couple songs. We spent about 4 or 5 to me with the progressive writing. It doesa't
o bass, with ten armed drummer Richard Christy days and we did all the demes for 3 songs. That make a difference to me, | can deal with the
and Shannon Hamm returming with Ckuckfor Ik: was Believe, Cut Down, and one other one. The melodic vocals, | can deal with Chuck's
twin axe attack. Highly techmical palice st d up for the first official Control growling. Whichever. There are people out
progreveve, yet still bally aut heavy metal. [ rang Denied practice there that have a problem and [ don't get it If
up Tim Aymar one fall afterncon and this is what How familiar were you with Death at that there are differences, it's the same style
we talked about point? anyway, it's not like he's gone off and done a
Why don’t you tell me a little bit about yourself I'm not a huge fan of death metal, but Chuck’s Gamms Ray.
and how you got into the metal scene. stuff 1s so progressive I can't help but like it 'm Hight
There was a guy [ say beside in algebra class, and o all kinds of jazz and classical stuff and a lot How much control did you huve over the vocal
we used to talk about the bands out at the time. of fast techmical metal There's other technical patterns and melodies?

Aerosmith, Led Zeppelin, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Blue things out there besides metal Jim Dofka used to He wrote all those lyncs and he sent me demos of
Oryster Cult. drnve home from band practice and listen to himself singmg 1 had to really work hard to pick
How old are you? Chuck's stuff and laugh our asses off Not that up on the way he phrases things Totally back
36. He heard me singing mn the hallway with my there was anything wrong with it, we weren't asswards from the way | do things. Which was
boom box md he asked me if 1 laughing at the cool I don't think I'll have writers block for a
was interested in singing in a long time after domg this album after
band | had just gone to see scemg all these sam
Acrosmith and 1 was
mmpressed enough by that
that | didn't hesitate. We
started practicing and that
band turned out to be pretty
good. We were 15 year old
rock stars. That was a band
called Sweet Destruction,
we changed the name later
on to Overboard. This was about
1979

1 wouldn't have any comprehension
of what the music scene was like back
then.

Yeah, most of the people coming up were still
shitting yellow when | was getting started
What happened with all of that?

I moved The employment situation in
Pittshurgh was really bad The mills were all
shutting down and all the tmining 1 had in
schiool was no good. There were all these guys
= thewr 30s and 40s relcased from thew jobs at the of the melodies here and  there,
mills. They were all retramned i the same fields 1 music, we were laughing h lly b he pinched a'Word here and there. It's 99.9% Chuck.
was What jobs there were were crap. I moved had to have been boaung his dimmerr over the 1 did notice at least some of the stufl, you coald
dowm to Orlando to get nto construction down head with something to make him play so hard tell it was his style and in my mind I could hear
there | took a little break, played with a few bands and so fast! him growling those parts!

dowm there, That was the longest | was out of a He's hud the good drummers over the years. The way he explained i, the melodies are thugs
Band, about 6 months. Then there was the drama alter the demos that he's had n mind all along smee the early days of
I lived there for a few years. Chuck wasn't getting any bites. Death. He's always wanted to be melodic but he
Eomecally years later | run into Chuck and he's [ don't think that’s true. It's not that he wasn't didn't sing well that way, That's not his strong
g m Altamonte Springs at the time when we getting any bites, it's that he was getting stronger suit.

fost dild the demos. That's right down the road offers (o put Death back together. When you're Pharsoh, where does that fit into all of this.
from where | was living. shoppmng Control Denied around and you say ‘I'm 1 did a couple songs with them for the Iron
The first [ heard of your name was in Psycho Chuck Schuldimer of Death and we've done 7 Maiden tnbute album [ew Twilight Records,
Scream. How did you get involved in that and albums, here’s the sales records’ they say “Why you 're welcome Chris, ka ha ha, can I get a copy
when was that? den't you do a Death album then?' Nobody wants mow?- ed] We're planning on dong thewr first
i met Jim Dofka around 15 years ago. He had a totry anything new these days. album and from what 1 heard from Matt, he’s got
Bend ot the time called Screamer. He's from With the deal with Nuclear Blast, it Is my gut all the music ready for me and we'll get started
Wheelmg West Vigmm, 1 was living m feeling that Control Denied was only going to recording the vocals now.

Fosbengh What we would do 1s share shows. happen if there was a Death album first. A How did you get in touch with them?

We'd go down and open a show for them, they'd proven commodity for them first. Through Jimmy Dofka He seems to be the
somme up and open a show for us. We got to be I'm not sure. I've kept my nose out of the business gateway to the outside world here
Seemds that way. Years later | was singing for a end of things. | was called in to work on this I remember emailing Chris Mnmcklld he
band called Triple X, which was a pretty popular project. This is Chuck’s baby. It's his band, his had this grand master plan of r ing the

little

tricks, [ didn't
write the lyrics, [ dida’t
write the melodies. Just some of the
backup vocals and | tweaked some

Before. The other part of it s my brother died
dunng this album. | had to fly back to Pittsburgh
and bury my brother and then come back and
record the album with the guys. He title meant a
hell of a lot more to me when | came back A
month afier the sessions | get a call from Chuck. |
was down in Jacksonville and | had been trying to
get ahold of him Nobody would answer the
phone. When 1 got back to Pittsburgh there was a
message, six of them, from hum. *I have to talk to
you." ‘Tim, where are you, [ really have to talk to
you." ‘Tim, when you get in call me, | really have
to talk to you' The last message was "OK, I'm
going to have to tell you this way because I'm
going to New York and you won't hear from me
for six weeks. The headaches I've been having, |
got diagnosed with a brain stem tumor and I'll be
in radiation treatment.’ [ about hit the floor. 1 just
lost my mother, my aunt, my grandmother, and
my brother in within 5 month. In the past year ['ve
lost 5 family members and 2 friends of the famaly.
That title means a hel! of a lot more to me than
anyone nght now. And to Chuck He has to deal
with. It's really hard. | wanted to be there for humn,
but at the time | just couldn’t Things were just so
mwednphmﬁ'omme&lmlyuagndm On the

group of as
Chuck telling maabotlhubmmllmnmm 1
think it was one or two
messages after that, it was
my father telling me his
friznd had eommitted suicide
That wasn't & very fun
weckend. I'm atll trymg to
hang n there.
And here 1 thought |
was having a crap few

weeks.
Hey, anybody who thinks their

life’s tough can come talk to me for a
few mmnutes. I'll play my little violin for
p you. What can you do? Life 1s life. All you
can do m this situation s go on! Chuck might
have a long tims left. He might not. Either way he
has to get the most out of it He can't be wormed
about Control Denied and all these stupid little
details. Whatever's gomg on here, he doesn’t need
to be bothered with that nght now. He's focused
on getting better. The fans need to realize that |
know everybody wants to be out tounng but he
has to get better.
How is Chuck doing?
Last | heard things were looking pretty positive.
What | heard from Shannon s that the doctors
gave hum his checkup a few weeks ago. It was
positive, it looks like the radiation is dong it's
lhmg,t}ummorrurenxlmgurw\wiﬂerﬂwydo
He's going to have anoth p i D k
Evall‘lilha-lhlnwvlq.wﬂhb!ll
good enough health where down the road be
can tour again?
We'll see. That's what he wants. It has to be
killmg hum to not be able to play these songs.
Your whole life, your whole identity, you're that
guitar player. Then one day you pick it up and
then you can't play it Who are you now? His
whole identity is messed up. No, it's not. This

1 has made him see things he's never
seen before and to take the lme to apprecuate
things he's never appreciated before or had the
tume ¢ he's had his career. Now he has the

bamd wp here, the most popular band in town for dream. [ can respect that. He hired me to do a job, Pharaoh album at the same time as the Control
#bot 5 years. We had a sponsomship from which was to sing on this record As far as Denied album to get the publicity rub but
Budweser The thing about Triple X is it wasn't handling the business, it's up to hun. | don't poke obviously that's pot happening. What's the
Besvy enough for me. It was just too happy. 1 mio it too much. I'm concemed that thers have holdup?

wassted metal! Jim had called me when he started been delays but that’s mainly to do with his I don't even know. That's just something I'm
dosg he Dofka album Texic Wasteland | had to health. What they would like to do is release the dong on the side to help those gays out. I'm not
puss on that | regretted # | wish [ could have album around the tme Chuck recovens. But concemed with a timetable for that And I just
sang on St album but Scott did great. Jim went there’s no telling when he will so they postponed hooked up with Psycho Seream again to do their
en w0 Dofica, Brick Mistress (7), 1369 was the it and it They've had personnel second album. You can hear my voice is a little bit
other bamd. Mostly the same guys, there are only changes at the label too. That makes things tired today.

%o many good musicians and you have to recycle mnteresting too. You think you have this great deal What's the timetable for that?

them So there's maybe 10 or 12 guys that make set up airtight and something like that happens. We're gomng to take our time. There's no rush

time to spend with his family, time to talk walks
and just be Chuck. He doesn't have to be Evil
Chuck the heavy metal guitar player, he can just
be Chuck.

I work in an office and there have been people
who have worked in offices their entire lives
and they're nearing retirement, and it's the
same with putting the career before fumilies.
Everybody thinks musicians have these
glamorous lives and when it comes down to it
they have the same comcerns with their lives
doing their music.

wp S bands | hooked up wath Jim when [ got tred 1 know one of the publicity people he's worked here. What I'm tired of 18 hurrying up and getting What's wrong with giving that kind of attention or

efTrq:l:‘(Hehndﬂwmmcmdyform I a lot with before took off. And then they just things done. I've never been able to do what I'm
| didin’t have to do anything except and get ch d the publicity d again which able to do. The label always gives this deadline
mdyWep!mebmdmnnndngmwwll.hhhm-llwwknlmhgnmduuﬂﬁhutobemﬂbthmhudny Well my
The album got out in Europe, Japan, South right now. Comsidering the material s similar vocals get started Monday night. How long does it
Amenica, Micronesia, weird places. FPlaces we to the last Desth album, Chuck in interviews

mntkmdofrewectlnmmdawypmmywny?
Nothing Face i, when that magic is there,
everything is a lot more fun. If you're just Bermue
Schwartz and his Band in regular clothes, if you
don’t have that image, it would be silly. Imagine a
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baseball team, the Pittsburgh Pirates coming out
without uniforms and plsying baseball There 1 an
image, there is a uniform we wear to be amongst
the ranks of the heavy metal guys.

This is the most exposure you've had on a
record. Do you think this will help Psycho
Scream in getting their stuff out?

Absalutely. It's one of the benefits for all of us
Shannon has & band, Richard has one going on,
we all do. That's one of the great thing about this
project is it’s brought all these musicians together.
There will be offshoots of this project

The tagline from Chuck is always ‘trend free
heavy metal.’ Which | agree with and I can
hear he's still doing his own thing. But of
course coming out on Nuclear Blast in this
musical climate, he's been going on about
Control Denied for years now, and then of
course mow this is coming out and some
journalists are already complaining ' Oh, this is
another Nuclear Blast power metal thing!® If
you could say o few words to that...

This was never intended to be power metal
Whoever = saying that must not know much about
music, They don't know their ess from a hele m
the ground if they're saying this is a power metal
band I've been a metal vocalist for god knows
how many years. I'm a melodic singer, I'm not
going o stop being melodic for anybody! I can
sound awful damn ugly st tunes, when it's
appropriate, when it's called for in the music, but
I'm not limited to that like a lot of these frogs are
Oh, was that @ derogatory remark? That's what 1
don't like about death metal 1s the vocals. It tums
me off, and it tums a lot of people off They love
the music, but when the vocals kick n they say
*Ah, Tl listen to something else” The whole
Satanic thing has gone out It was cool when
Sabbath was doing it, | was a fan of Angel Witch,
a lot of Satanic bands, But it"s gotten absolutely
stupid! Bamey for Satan or something! Dimmu
Borgir, dressed up in makeup, they can’t even

was supposed to be in July. I've been just hanging

play! What b this, a puppet show? And then
they'll knock guys who are busting their ass like
Chuck just for doing something different. They're
mocking everyone but thernselves. Where did they
get the idea for the makeup? It's already been
done. The ideas with the blood and everything 1
don’t know what makes them think they're so
onginal and say *Oh, Control Denied’s not a metal
band!" They tried to make this out like it's an
alternative band! Imagme Chuck Schuldmner
playing Alice in Chains songs. 1 don't think that
would work. And if he made me sing that I'd blow
my brams out!

<peedless to say I'm been laughing my ass off
since the word ‘frog’> | got the Cotnrol Denied
promo about the sume time my friend got the
new Dream Theater...

Jim Dofka came to me after he heard that and sad
‘I'm in love!" The last couple have really sucked
and have been stale and bormg They're getting
very clinical He said there was a lot of soul m this
new one. [ have the new Mark Boals CD, did you
hear that?

No.

You know Mark Boals, he sang for Yngwie?

He's on Yngwie's new one, it’s good. What's
the solo album like?

Very, very weak Extremely poser metal A sad
attempt at metal

Where would one go about getting s Mark
Boals CD? It sounds like one of those you pay
530 for to get from Japan.

I got it from Dofka. He's & record store manager
It’s very bad metal

Life being what it is, Psycho Scream is going to
go into full gear and start doing stufl and
you're going to get a call from Chuck saying
‘I'm ready.” What will you do?

Drop everything I'm doing and go. Hepefully 1
won'L be in the muddle of anything. I have some
things to do to keep my life gong. The release

n there waiting to do this. It s my job, 1 get pad
to do this. When something happens, | have to
change my plans instead of waking up and not
having a job

So why are you not on the list of people in the
band Nuclear Blast is offering up interviews
for? [He wasn't at first, so [ called him, but
right around press time, sure enough, they're
offering him up... grer...]

1 don’t know. Maybe | made enemies with them mn
a past life. [ will tell you this, there’s one person at
the label that does not get along with Chuck and
that's the person in charge right now. There's a lot
of bad things happenmng simply b this
persan doesn't like Chuck And if you don't like
Chuck you won't like me much either!

Don’t you love politics in record panies”
Oh, it's great. You're busting your ass to put out
this great music somebody's plotting to rumn your
whole career. Great fun/

And if you went to the web, to go straight 1o the
people instead of having a deal, even if there
was this utopia of everybody having equal
promation, that means nobody would sell more
thaun 50-75,000 records because there would be
no trends or proven market strategies to breeze
by on.

When the record business started, there wasn't a
whole lot of competition. The music world was so
small at the time. When Elvis Presley came out,
how many white blues singers were there out
there? None. There's a rumor that Roy Orbison
was a candidate to do the same thing they picked
Elvis to do. Roy is a much better singer but Elvis
had that umage.

1 guess 1 don't have to ask if there's any new
material in the works...

If Chuck pulls through whatever he does next will
be the greatest thing he's ever done

You might be out of u job. | can imagine Chuck
might want to be screaming his head off again
after all of this.

He might want to sing for joy, you never know!
He seems to change colors with every new album.
He can get together and tour with
Mortification! [We go off on a HUGE tangest
about lion surfing, lymph node donor survival,
and Dark Funeral before getiing back om
topic... | The one thing I like about Death and
Control Denied is that the lyrics are so real.
Or surreal. You have to put your own mind mto it
to get something out.
But at the same time you can tell something
really fucked happened to Chuck over the
years.
It happens to everybody! 1f it doesn’t you're not
really living!
But that kind of thing is a lot more real than
elves in the forest or Satam and hell.
Yeah Talk about something else! I'm a big Dio
fan. Dio has touched some pretty demonic
subjects along his way that were really cool, but
he wasn't taking it that seriously.
Let's start some controversy. Ozzy vs Dio, your
opinion.
That's like Superman vs Batman! Uh, god bless
them both. Ozzy kicks ass, and look at the players
he’s had!
Thut's my thing, I'm not an Ozzy fan so I say
look st the players he's hidden behind!
But he writes the music. He can smg! [uhh.... -
ed] And he has the character to play. Which is
cool He can't be the same Ozzy offstaie as he is
onstage. You can't survive that way. If [ was the
same idiot offstage that | am onstage, trying to
live a normal life sround normal people, it just
wotlldn't work!
What was your reaction when you saw Sounds
of Perseverunce and in the thunks list Chuck
lists you *...Tim Aymar (I lost your number)'?
I just saw that the other day! Jin Dofka has a
Black Sabbath tribute band. The singer m that
looks and acts like Ozzy, totally uncanny. 1 mix
their sound. | stuck the Death CD in and a frend
says ‘Did you see the liner notes?’
No, I'd never picked it up and read
! And he shows me... I move
around so much from one end of
town (o the other it’s hard to keep
track of me
How's the local scene there?
1 haven't been mnvolved lately. It's
really tough for heavy metal show
Some band do well, some bands
come over from Cleveland and do
good. Mushroom Head has a really
good sound [Amdreas, it's that
fucking Muskroom Head band
again!!! — ed] Slipknot really stole
that whole Mushroom Head image
Scott Edgel, who sang on [lim
Dofka's Toxic Wasteland album,
he's with Mushroom Head now.
Small world
To really wrap this up, what are
your top five favorite metal
albums of all time?
Rage For Order [by Queensryche] is
my all time favorite, Heaven and
Hell [Dio em Sabbath], Crmson
Glory's Transcendence. Master of
Puppets by Metallica AC/DC For
Those About to Rock. Those are the
albums as far as the wrting and
playing and production that have
really influenced the way we loak at
heavy metal now.
Favorite newer bands?
Symphony X, Mundanus Imperuum,
Clawfinger.
Last minute update. Mtv.com ran
a story on Chuck, snd he's in bad
shape Mnsncially,. REALLY bad
Here's u relevant snippet. HELP.
“Those who want to contact the
family in an effort to belp should
send email to
b.com, and
those who wish to semd money,
cards, or other items can write to
Schuldiner's mother, Jane
Schuldiner, at 609 E. Citrus St
Altamont  Springs,  Florida,
27L"
Sl oot \denied/

www.nuclearblast-usa com
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st put out one of the technically

D vou liked whacked owt brutality?
| mean MeshuggahStrapping Young
Lad siyled insamty? Well, Relapse

wigged out releases of 1999, The
Dillinger Escape Plan, Calculating
Infinity. A disc vo strong it iy being
recognized way outside of Relapse's
sormal fanbase. It's hard fto
describe, just technical, attacking
and invane. | had to find out a litle
&t more, so 1 hooked up with Ben
guatarist (veah, just Ben) to figure it
ohl.

How's the respomse been to the
sew record?

The response has been really good
1t's been weird for us with the music

we play o get any response,
honestly! It's been great
| dida't hear the Under the

Running Board EP so this was all
completely new to me.

I's very similar with the direction
that the music goes . This is just a
kot more of ! Under the Running
Board was just 3 songs. With the
new one we have room to just
expand more because of the length
of the album. People say there was a
progreasion but [ think there was just
more of an albun to do stuff on.
Under the Running Board came
sut before I started the zine und
sround that time Relupse was
releasing a bunch of really short
EPs that | don't think was the best
value for the money. What was the deal with
releasing justa 3 song EP?

We had just recorded the 3 songs as a demo for
ourselves before we had a deal with Relapse. We
tatked to Relapse and figured out we wanted to
work together We couldn’t produce a full length
afbum so we decided to put that out 4s a precursor
o whistever else we'd be domg An mtrocuction
o the scene

What were you guys doing before that EP?
Hew long have you been around, and the basic
biographical bullshit.

We'd done & 6 song mimi CD on a fnend’s label
We didin’t have any mtentions of pursuing a label
wnd & fend st offered to put it out It was his
fest attempt at a label and our first attempt at the
Dellnger Escape Plan It got our name out a little
bt We brought in another guitar player when we
recondled Under the Runnming Board And now we
st recently recorded the full length. Our gutar
plaver hes left andd we brought on another guitar
player, Brian, who used to play in a band called
Jesug  Cur bass player was mn a temble car
secudent 50 hes out of conumission so we have
scemeone filling in on bass. That's the basics

I haven't heard anything about the id
simce it happened and | know some shows had
Been set up. What's the status with him?
Unforntifately, it's one of those situations that was
Seaky He was in & minor car accident but the
swurics were 50 severe he was left paralyzed.
Wie're hoping for the best

Escugh of the negative, let’s get to the positive
aad get people hyped up about the new record.
You just got off tour with Mr. Bungle. How did
that go?

B went well. Better than we expected. We were
peally exoited to see Mr. Bungle play every night
fr fee! There's no way we in a band of this
sunre could afford to see Mr. Bungle! Tickets
were $18 or something and we're all out of work
B was definitely a weird situation gomg out with a
e ltkoe that, but it was a match made in heaven
B D eTISCS

What kind of crowds were they drawing? |
conldn’t go when you passed through Atlanta.
The crowds were huge. We weren’t used 1o having
sl sages, and sound systems and stufl. There
wee people there were your basic Mr Bungle
peupds who were mto them for the nght reasons,
an these people were inlo our music as well
Then there were people into Mr. Bungle  just
becmse Fath No More broke up 1 don't think
Me Bongle s even too proud to have those
peopls’ They were the ones m the Faith No More
stas walling i dnunk. They were an interesting
Beead That's the norm of people in music.

Every time I see you written up in a magazine
the subject is brought up of you attacking the
crowd.

1 think that just has to do with our aggression and
our energy on stage. We try to seize the moment
We're out there for ourselves. We live very
mellow passive normal lives and it s & privilege
for us to be able to get up on stage and get out our
aggession. I's the tme we get to not take
responsibility for our actions and express
ourselves. [ don't think we're going out end
hurting people  That's obviously. With the sharp
objects like the guitars if we really wanted psople
hurt there'd be a lot of people hurt You don’t
have to be a big guy to do that with a guitar in
your hand We really just try to play every show
to its fullest and play as if 1t were our last

You definitely have some unique puckaging on
the new album. What's the story there?

We'd gone through a lot of idess for layouts and a
lot of things fell through. The whole cover with
the letterbox type of feel, we did something like
that on the EP bt we wanted to expand on that
and brug it to the next level We felt ke we
wanted our merchandise to look like a Dillinger
CD every tume, The way it folded up was just
some sort of povelty, a fin way to do it
Something to play with

What in the world is going on in the music?
That is some intense shit going on!

That's what we do. That’s what we want to hear,
it’s what we would want to buy. As far as heavy
music goes, it's not music for the masses! It's
music for ourselves. t's self gratifying to be able
to create the music we want to hear

Who out there right now would you consider
your musical peers with o similar sound?

A lot of the more metal hardcore bands Converge,
Coalesce, Today s the Day. We're more likely to
be grouped with bands like Cave In, Neurosis,
bands that could be grouped in our genre bt our
domg ther own thing.

It's a growth out of hardcore. | motice that
every band that progresses with their music
und does new things, it's not hardeore anymore
and it really can't be.

It's such a weird subject because it's hard to
define these things, hardcore, metal. 1 can’t really
put & label on ourselves. If [ did, 100 people
would disagree and 100 people would agree and
100 people wouldn't care. Some of our musical
influences when we were younger were metal

THEDULENGER SCAPEPLIN

The energy was there at first but it just got very
monotonous and stagnant. When we got to the
hardeore scene we found that energy and
excitement without all the bullerap The kids who
liked the music were takmg control of the music,
mstead of club owners who charge a lot for tickets
and made you pay to play. That's something that
appeals to us with Relapse as well They have a
foot in the motal scene, but they are very into the
music they put out, it has nothing to with record
sales

It is scary that they have faith in EVERY bund
they put out.

It IS scary! And I can’t say [ do. But the fact is
when they push something they're not lymg

I was going to name some bands that had
elements of your sound, so see il you sgree or
disagree with me on this. Meshuggah definitely
was one of them. | bear the energy of Strupping
Young Lad, Human Remains, and then not so
much the playing style but the sounds and
technicality it sounds a bit like Watchtower.

I don't think we have specific mfluences but |
think there are a lot of batds that have an affect on
us subconsciously. Some of those bands you
mentioned, the ways they put ther music together
15 nfluential

Who puts together the lyrics?

Our smger takes care of most of the lynics, I've
done some, we all help out but cur singer takes
care of most of the lynes

It's definitely not nice! Do you knmow what's
behind a lot of this?

Yes [ do, and I bet nobacdy else does!

Care to share some of that then?

Sure. This is atypical of things with a heavy
sound but a lot of ow somgs talk about
relationships. We really like talking about things
like emotions because this 18 an expression in this
band. A lot of people don’t understand what we're
talking about because we're expressing a portion
of a feeling or a thought that was going through
our heads at a tume and we don't pant the
complete picture. This is defimtely a band for self
satisfaction more than anythng It's much more
intense and works better for us if we can pinpoint
a feeling or specific unage. The name Calculating
Infinity represents that even though you think
these relationships last forever, they really never
do. You thnk how much how much time you
mvest nto things you and nothing lasts forever,
but you can actually calculate the tme of what

The background of the scene we're coming out of you thought would be mfinity, Figure out exactly

1s hardcore, and that's what we listened to pnor to
being in the band That's the scene we fell in love
with, that atmosphere. When we first listened to
metal the atmosphere was very unattractive 1o us,
how things were mun The club situations, the
bands. We gat desensitized to the scene quickly

how long you think that’s gomg to last.

Why does it alwuys seem that lyricists always
have worse relationships than everybody else?

I don't think they do. That's their outlet
Sometimes it's forced, who knows?

My questions about the lyrics
wouldn't so much be about the
lyrics themselves, but how the
titles of the songs relate to the
byrics. Destro’s Secret, the only
Destro I know is from GI Joe.

Yep. That's it! You want to know
what the secret 187 The secret is, you
have to promse to not tell anyone
except whoever reads your zine.

I can promise that, I think.

It basically means nothing That's
the secret. The GI Joe guy.

Whose idea was that one?

It was one of those things, we're
sitting around m the studio just
fucking around, you know? The
engmeer's asking “What do we label
this one as?" We're like, ‘Fuck! Uh,
Destro’s Secret.”

So nobody’s got a hig GI .Joe
fetish?

We were all a little bit into GI
Joe But a fetish, no?

I remember Destro being a cool
one beesuse he had that backpack
that his gun could fit into.

He was definitely cool You can
definitely recogize lum and that's
why he wes given the honor of a
title

Variations On A Cocktail Dress.
That has to do with the song itsell
That's another relationship song It's
a metaphor our singer used to
express what he was saying m the
il song The song's about this
relationship problem where this gol was two
ummg him and he could never really understand
what was gomg through her head She was
definitely two faced. | know it sounds cheesy and
cliché but t's something he could express
emotionally, T can just give you an overview.

I can appreciate that. I'm listening to a lot of
European stuff with the mountains and elves
and everything. It's nice to hear something
more down to Earth sometimes too.

I love that kind of stuff, but we're not gong to
write about demons, dewils, these creatures, or
fueries that nm into the woods! Things that don't
exast. We're not a theatrical band.

The variations title caught me because I'm
listening to 2 lot more neoclussical type shred,
and they're always doing variations onm this
composer’s work, variations on that theme, and
now Variations on a Cocktail Dress!

Nah, it's just a weird title

The lust title 1 want to ask about is Fourth
Grade Dropout.

That song is actually a nostalgic song Feelings
the guy was having when he was younger
Looking back at that wme in hus life. Another
representation, not a literal title, just captuning a
feeling of that time. It's about him being picked
on at that tune

Ir there was u movie that somebody could
watch, what movie would best represent what
Dillinger Escape Plan sounds like?

Maybe Seven? I like that movie. | don't know. 1
just like that movie! | always imitate that end
scene. ‘What's i the box?* He's fipping out with
the gun It's all dark, everything's miny, it's so
depressing

It's one of the few Hollywood horror movies I
can stand.

Exactly, exactly! The whole movie had a feel to it,
it stuck with you for an hour or two. A very brown
film. The music is yery brown.

What's on the horizon for Dillinger Escape
Plan?

We're trymg to get out of work and school so we
can do a tour coming up with Fantomes

Mike Pation must love you guys!

He's definitely a cool big daddy to have!

How old are all you guys?

2210 25

To wrap this up, anything to say to all the
metalheads reading?

Yeah. If you thought Under the Running Board
was a ripoff <we lough> get it from Relapse, 1t'll
only be $5. Thanks for the interest.
www.dillngerescapeplm. com

www relapse.com
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How can [ pretend to focus on progressive metal
and ignore Dream Theater? The fact is, I can't.
Scenes From a Memary has caused quite a stir in
the progressive community. Al the same time,
James LaBrie released his first solo album under
the ker Mull { itled Keep it to
Yourself, on Magna Carta. Magna Carfa was kind
enaugh to set us up with LaBrie. LotFP got 90
minutes to talk with him. When Metal Mamiacs
talked to Mike Portmay, they got 30 minutes.
Who's yvour daddy, MM? That's what | thought.
Anyhow, to get the best LaBrie interview around, |
enlisted the services of my cover designer and
proafreader (and Dream Theater mamac) DL
Burrell to talk to James. And for a first time
interviewer, DL kicks much booty, don't you
think? Enjoy.

A lot of times u singer for a group comes out
with a solo album and it’s a 180 degree turn
from what they made
Mullmuzzler has songs which are different but
it stays true to the “sound™ you come from as
well. Was that a consclous decision on your
part?

1 don’t think 1 consciously went into wiiting this
album thinlang that | wanted @t to have a lot of
parallels between Mullmuzzler and Dream Thester
but 1 did go inte this album dong what [ most
enjoy, the style of music that [ most enjoy playmg,
and that | grew up bemg mfluenced by, and that s
“progressive” First and foremost | wanted this
album to have, to be a hard rock album with a lot
of groove, very rhythmic, and then fom there
throw in some spice as far as progressive elements
that would show themselves throughout the
album, and, you know, that's the album that
you're presented with at this pomt. It's everything
that [ wanted to do, it's how | wanted to approach
it, it's exactly what | wanted on there, and so far
the response has been very positive

You worked with Matt Guillory on several of
the songs on this.

Yes

A lot of comparisons have been mude that
Dali's Dilemma was, well, let's say highly
influenced by the Dream Theater sound. |
found it = tad bit curious that you would choose
to work with someone, 1 don’t know, maybe
imitation is the sincerest form of flattery to the
sound.

Yeah, you know with Matt = well, my first
introduction o him was through Dali’s Dilemma.
I remember hearing this guy on keyboards. Peter
Morticelli fom Magna Carta said, “Hey, listen, 1
know you're gong in to write some new matenal,
I want you to hear this band” 1 had heard
something of Dali’s Dilemma but 1 had never
actually sat down with it. So anyways, to make a
long story short, 1 listened to the material and 1
was most impressed with Matt, | just thought,
“Wow, thu guy s on Exceptional keyboard
player.™ 1 love his melodies, the way he plays.
He sngs over top of the music mnstead of just
trymg to do a mulhion notes and trymg to show off
and be more or less selfmdulgent He played
with er lot of matunty and | really respect that in
any type player. So, with that, [ called him and I
talked to him and mtroduced mysell and he was
mto it immediately wanting to collaborate with
me. And so we actually wrote three songs on
Mullmuzzla. We wiote His Voice, Statues, and
Lace, that's the three songs we did  We were
gong to do a fourth song , but I'd already started
getting involved with a few guys from Shadow
Gallery, and then also Trent Gardner and myself
were already immersed m a couple of songs as
well Sol said to Matt, 1 said, “Hey, Save it, and
if we do another one, let's use it then™ We'd
already started working on an idea and 1 thought
that by the tine we had that idea completed I wall
have completed all my other ideas so let's save it.
What I've listened to of the album, 1 don’t
know, 15 or 20 spins, the three songs which
jump out at me are His Voice, Shores of
Avalon, and of course Beelzebubba for all
kinds of reasons. Which one do you think of as
your favorite?

1 find it very hard to be objective in that sense
because I'm really happy with all of it. 1f 1 had to
pick my favorite track on the whale album it
would be 2 hard choice between His Voice and
Shores of Avalon. Those two tracks are p

their name in. &

they have special meaning for me as well As a
Man Thinks, cbwiously, it was a vocalists dream
to write a song like that and be able to present it as
such because it's a capella, really, to begm with,
and then it has all this technical side going on and
programming  t's just very contemporary in that
sense

When you were going into this project were
you looking to have total control? For
instance, when you hear people talk about, for
instance, Fates Warning, it's one person’s
project.

Yeah, it's more like Jin Matheos is writing
everything.

Right. Did you want to have that kind of
control over this? Did you take that kind of
control, or how did it tend to work out?

No. I never thmk like that What I wanted to do
was | wanted to achieve the strongest matenal
possible and the way I think that s best achieved
15 by collaborating and being very open-minded,
hearmg everyone's ideas, and then taking it from
there, expanding on everyone's ideas. Slowly but
surely you shape that into something that you feel
isrght And you know that's the way I've always
written, even before | met the guys in Dream
Theater that's the way T wrote. I've always stuck
to that, T've never been the type of person that has
to... even though | had an idea of all the ideas

that much further. ™ It was a real joy to work with
these people. It was like, if you don’t leam
something from everything that you do, every
album you record and everytime you go in to
write music, if you don’t leam anything then it
wasn'l right. 1 leamed a lot. At the same time, |
guess you're aware | was producing it, so 1 was
producing, 1 was writing the matenial, and then I
had to sing on it At that point [ knew when I
wanted to go n and start smgmg the materml that
1 did need an cbjective ear. 1 needed and wanted
to work with someone who was an exceptionally
seasoned studio maestro and that’s why 1 gave
Terry Brown a call. He was mto it immediately
and was jJust mcredible o wark  with
Unfortunately he wasn't listed, just because of a
communication breakdown, as co-producer, but he
should have been, even though I produced amnd
saw everything fom day one to day done, his ears
were also really important. In the moments when
it came time for me to smg it and I would
approach with, “Oh man I've got an idea, we've
got to throw this down on the track”™ Because
even right down to the recording of my vocals 1
was coming up with new guitar parts, | called in a
drummer the second to last day. Ornigmally we
weren't even going to have drums on As a Man
Thinks, but then [ called mn this great drummer
from Toronto (because | recorded all my vocals

lly that I d to use, | approachsd these
guys saying, “Ck, here's my ideas, here’s the nff,
s0 here's the blueprint. Now let’s take that, and |
want to work with you guys, I want to work with
you guys becmuse | really like the style, the way
that you guys write. MNow let’s see what we can
do and come up with together.” That's how 1
approached this [ really wanted the other writers’
input in that sense  Obwviously, when it came time
ta record the album | wanted certan players on the
album that 1 thought would best, you know, that
would do all thus music justice in a technical
serise.  And that's why, | mean, Matt Guillory
plays over everything except he didn't play
keyboards on the two songs 1 wrote with Trent
Gardner, Beclzebubba and As s Man Thinks.
Trent played keyboards on that and also played
uombone on Beelzebubba, he's an incredibly
talented man. | love the guy, | think he's just a
termific guy and we got along exceptionally. He's
Just & true professional, everyone was just a real
joy to work with  The other three guys that T got
to come m and record the music: Mike Mancim,
Mike Keneally and Bryan Beller, were just
incredible people from the get go, very open-
minded. | told them, “Here's how the songs are,

the most specinl to me, but at the same time, |
really thoroughly enjoy songs like Slow Bum, and
Sacrifice. They just have a completely different
feel and they're very emctional and expressive, so

y now throw y Ives .

I want you to do this”
you know, I had specific things I wanted them to
stay stuck to, md then | sad, “Now, that bemg
said, now throw yourself all over it [ want your
style of playmng your techmical ability to bring it

Toronto) and 1 knew this guy, Oreg Critchley. 1
gave him a call and said, “1 want you to come in
and do this song and [ want you lo go crazy on it”
and he pulled it off as well as the bass player,
Mike Shannon

How was working with Terry Brown versus
Kevin Shirley or David Prater?

Well for me... | mean Kevin Shirley is a very
mtense person. [ will be quite honest and say that
I think Kevin Shirley and 1 get along [ think,
better now than we did when we were recording
Falling Into Infinity. We just didn't really click,
didn't see eye o eve on many things, but now we
seem (0 se¢ eye Lo eye on all the situations that we
didn't Kevin and 1 have kind of resolved our
differenices.  David Prater is 8 very intense
mdividual, an merecdibly smart person, but | think
that unfortunately he lacks n commumcation
skills. His communication skills are very poer,
and that’s basically why we never worked with
him again after A Change of Scasons, just because
there were some “too close™ situations in the
studio if you know what | mean. Terry Brown, on
the other hand, | had onginally worked with when
I went in to sing background on Fates Waming's
Parallels album. | sang background on Life m

producing that album. 1 remember thinking to
myself, “Wow, this guy's a real delight™ He's
extremely focused and concentrated, but at the
same time he really keeps what is generally a very
intense, siressful environment... well, sometmmes
it can be, sometimes it can be a lot of fun. He
seems to keep that erwironment very calm and
cool, and [ thought what better way to work when
you're in a creative settng, than when you can
have somebody that can keep a Id and keep
everything balanced. So I kept that with me right
up until the point [ was thinkng of gomng in to do
Mullmuzzler and he's the first guy 1 thought
about. [ wanted to get this guy, even though I was
producing, when it came time for me to do my
vocals and when it came time to have an engineer
and mix the album, Terry Brown was my man
He came through with flying colors, he was
exceptional, and like [ said earhier, he was a real
delight 1o work with. He's filled with so much
experience, he's such a vast wealth of information
and just a really great guy. We'd go out and have
a couple of beers every night at the end of a
session and talk abowut what we were going to do
the next day. | enjoyed working with hum so
much that 1 brought him in to be there specifically
to record my vocals for Scenes From a Memory,
the latest Dream Theater album, because we
worked so well together. | thought this was the
guy that [ wanted pushing the buttons and pulling
the best out of me when it comes time to do the
new Dream Theater album. When | told the rest
of the guys in Dream Theater that 1 wanted to
bring Temy in they were like, “Wow, great man, 1=
he into 17" and [ said, “Yeah, he's mto it” So we
went for it

How did Kevin react to that?

Well, Kevin didn’t produce this lest album for
Dream Theater, we produced it it's a self-
produced album, Scenes From a Memory.

How did that work out?

It worked out really well I would say that the
primary producers that were really overseemng
everything while we were all domg our thing
would've been John Petrucei and Mike Portnoy.
How do you think Mullmuzzler compares with
Ray Alder's [of Fates Warning| project
Engine?

Well, I've only heard a couple of songs from
Engmne and | thought it was really cool [ thought
it was, well, the songs that | heard were more like
Nine Inch Nails meets Rob Halford on Pankiller,
I don't kmow it was... | hked it It's Extremely
straight forward, it's all m four-four, which is
great, but the songs that [ heard [ enjoyed. But, [
don’t know what the rest of the album s like so 1
can't really say what I think of & Have you
heard the whole thing?

Um, unfortunately, yes.

Unfortunately?

Tt wus not my favorite.

Is that nght, unh? How does he sound on there?
Because the two songs that | heard he sounded
like he was screaming and kinda getting a little
raunchy, which is, 1 dunno, a little unlike Ray:

1 tend to like a lot more clean vocals in what 1
listen to, and when they started getting an edge
to them [ start...

Oh, so you must've Loved what 1 did on Awake.
<laughs> But you see, you know what a lot of
people don't know? | guarantee you if you go
back to Awake and you listen to songs like Lifting
Shadows, | sang that incredibly clean. If you were
to listen to Innocence Faded, 1 sang that mcredibly
clean. If you listen to... oh, what was the other
song there?

Well, The Silent Man obviously.

Well, Silent Man, yeah. And then there was... oh,
what's the other one there?

Voices?

Voices, yeah, Voices was very clean except that
one litde section m the middle, you know,
“Thought disorder, dream control,” you know, all
that [ started putting a little bit of edge or grind
into it But people tend to focus more on what
they hear ffom the get-go, you know, 6.00 [the
first song on the album], and they kinda go,
“WHOA!? What the Hell?™ It was just
something | needed to do. | wanted to smg an
album like with some raunch happening, and then
after I'd done it [ said, “Ok, great, now I've done

Stll Water, I don't know if you were aware of it, now let's go back 1o how everybody else was

that, so if you listen to Life in Still Water, the
background vocalist is me, it's listed there. So |
went in and | did a two hour session that day and |
remember meeting Temry Brown who was

introduced to me as.” Have you heard Scemes
From a Memory yet? Well, let me st say this to
you, and I've said it to everyone else that I've
done interviews with. It is definitely, and I have



no reservations about saying this, it 1s definitely because | thnk eventually we

got the message
our best album. 1 think it’s the strongest material across that everybody had 1o P and to

get our career offl n a very global sense. Bulthen, deal trying to create controversy and it just keeps
fc ly, the label and the people that don't him in the spotlight.

we've ever written. It's better than [mages and please do this for us. We think it’s very mpartant
Words. The interviews that I've done, all around to keep the album fresh and very exciting when it
the world, everyone is saying, a lot of journalists comes time for release. I think for the most part
around the world already have reviewed it, and we've done that ['d say for 0% of the people
they're saymg that about the album before I'm out there that's exactly what it's going to be.
saying it. They're saying it's definitely our best Dreasm Theuter went from, at least since you've
album. Most of them are gomg as far as to say it's joined the band, from the high of Images and
a masterpiece. | know when we were recording Words to... well, when Falling Into Infinity
this we were all Extremely excited because we came out many people didn't like it very much.
knew what we were hearing, and we were all Right

going, “Wow, man, we're really touching on Did you guys feel much pressure going into this
something very special here.” | think that the fans one?

worldwide are going to be very appreciative and No, not at all actually, it was pretty wild

very excited about it. It's the kind of album we’ve I've heard it's your last record on this contract.
been wanting to make for a while and I think that No, it's not, we have two more albums. Um, let
we've finelly done it A lot of this came from us me just say, let's just back up a bit T think what
listening to Liquid Tension material and we'd be happened here was there was a few things going
saying to each other, I mean it was John, Mike, on. First of all there were a lot of personal
and John Myung would be there as well, and I'd tragedies gomg on with the band when we were
be looking at them and go, “Cuys, serry, but this approaching the writing for Falling Inta Infinity.
guy [Jordan Rudess, who played keyboards with The band was going through some things, and I'll
Petrucei and Portnoy on the Liquid Tension tell you some of them and I'll try and give you a
Experiment albums] should be m our band" quick synopsis For me personally, Failing Into
There was a synergy going on with Liquid Infimity is not going to be a very positive memaory
Tension between Jordan, Mike and John that we for me  Just because | knew that the band was in a
needed to bring into Dream Theater because the very fragile state. Mike lost his grandmother who
guy is an Incredible keyboard player. | mean, he's was mare like a mother to him because Mike

the top of hus skills as
far as I'm concemned,
not just because he’s m
Dream Theater now,
I've thought that for
many years since | was
first introduced to
Jordan's playmg. The
gay just blew my mind
from the first day that |
heard him  And we're
talking about a person
who went into Julliard,
was  accepted into
Julliard when he was
nine years old. He's
Just an meredible
talent.  So we were
talking about this, and
we knew the kind of
album that we wanted

Matt :
Guillory blows Derek
away. With that being said then you have to say
to yourself, “Hang on a second  Dream Theater,
let’s get the complete package, let’s have it so that
everything 15 exceptional.” And don't get me
wrong hers, I'm not tryng to come off sounding
like a pretentious prick or anything ke that, but
I'm just saying that m this business thore s so
much competition, you have to look at the big
picture. You have to say to yourself, “Who would
best represent this band? What is gomg to allow
us, musically, creatively, and mn a live
anvir t best possible, the -
possible thing”™ And it was like well, let’s bring
in Jordan and it will be complete. It will be
Dream Theater as never before. It will be Dream
Theater in top form and [ think people are really
gomng to see, or first hear that, when they come out
to see us live around the world | really think
they're going to see something that's going to
allow for us to be much more intense an stage
How do you feel about the fact thut after you
mude Scenes From a Memory available to
people early that it showed up in its entirety on
the internet for a little while?

Is that nght? Well, you know 1 thought we were
keeping it under wraps. Well, you know I'd heard
something to that effect, that some people had
started to do that, but | think they stopped, right?
I think we got right on top of that and we said,
"Whoever s doing this, please respect our wishes.
None of this is to be had until the release date.” |
think it stopped unmediately. The fact that it
happened, though, it's just someone trying to say,
as far as I'm concerned someone just wanted to be
able to say, “Hey, man that was me who got you

unfortmately lost ks
mather, his hiological
mother, when he was |
believe 17 or 18, n a
plane crash And so
his  grandmother, his
maternal grandmother,
became more like a
mother to him, and he
lost her while we were
actually in the writing
stages for Falling Into
Infimity. John Petrucci
lost his father, and
then John Petrucci's
wife lost her father
And mother, so there
was a lot of things
gomg on. [ had my
own things, but [ don’t
= think it was anything
% near that. We all
seemed to be going
through things. Then
on top of tha, in the
industry sense, Electra
was gomng through..
we were on East-West
which s all the same
: 3 e We were on Atco then
it was East-West and then it was Electra, all the
same, it was all the same company. We're signed
with WEA, so WEA really stands for Wamer
Electra Atlantic, that’s what it is. It was really
just, departments, there were a lot of changes in
things, but it was all the same family. What was
happening with us was that we were losing a lot of
key people, personmel people at the label who
were either fired, let go, or moving on to another
label. S0 we're losing all these very strong, key
relationships at the label. We had to estahlish new
relationahips with new people who didn't know
who the hell Dream Theater was or didn't care to
know who Dream Theater was. So there was that
stress. At the same time we were gong through a
Huge situation with management where we were
m t s and the 25 that
we were kind of just feeling out tumed out to be
real... well, just tumed out 1o not be nght, [ don’t
want to get myself n a being sued kind of thing
They were just completely wrong for the band. So
there was all these elements that were really
negative just eating at us, like hitting us from
every angle At the same time we had to stay
focused and concentrate as a band md write
matenial. And then the label for some resson was
getting because of these new people coming in,
were really on top of us and were trying 1o get us
1o be a band that we're not. They were irying to
get us o play these radio hits and radio singles
and as much as we would try to say to them,
“Hey, this 1sn't what knd of a band Dream
Theater is. We're not a radio single band, a radio
friendly band, we're an album onented band. We
write albums, we don’t write hits ™ You know, in

fully understand a band such as Dream Theater That's just to get heat with the crowds.

theught that that was the way we were goingto go Yeah, exactly. And they buy into it, everybody is
with every other album that came out The having fun with it That's an incredible sport, it
thought that we needed another radio hit smash, really 5. 1 mean those guys, they are... | mean as
we needed another one and another one and much as you know that a lot of it is obviously
another one, nght? And that’s just not the kind of planned out, still the stuff that they do in the ring,
band it was. [t was just a fluke, it just so I wouldn't last 10 minutes and I think I'd have a
happened that that song went nght through the broken back, broken leg. arms, whatever. I mean
roaf So we had all these things going in. and you those guys are really in great shape 1o be throwing
know Derek was, it was hus first full length album each other arcund, I mean these are big men! Not
with us, and.. Derek's personality and to mention the ladies that are wrestling these days
flamboyance and whatever you want to call it, could knock the shit out of us!
superficiality, really doesn’t fit with the rest of the Do you think it would be a fair fight? Dream
band members, you know? He's just from a Theater vs. some of the better women
totally different planet, whereas Jordan, once wrestlers?

again, fits in really well with us. He's more down Oh forget it! Yeah, night! Maybe if you were
to earth and he's laid back and he's just a very talking to me 10 years ago I'd be stupid enough to
cool person, very mature. So there was all these say, “Yeah, I'll go for it™ Because back then |
things going on. So needless to say, Falling Into was just, whatever, I just a wild and crazy kind of
Infinity was a very taxing and trying time for this guy so I would've said sure. Now I've got to
band and [ guess i a way it 1s a reflection of what think, I've got a wile and two kid and I can’t be
we were gomng through as people as individuals thinking, “Well, hey, I'll go to the ring and maybe
and collectively 2s a band I'll sit in & body cast for six months, that should
In 1995 you guyx did a gig where you did all work welll”

cover songs, and for a Metallica song [Damage You guys do well in Japan, correct?

Inc] you brought in Barney Greenwsy of Yeah, we do great! Great in Japan, great in
Napalm Death to, um, I guess the word should Europe, South America, the south Pacific nm, you
be Perform lead vocals. Now, why didn't you know, we'd like to see the States come back
growl the voeuls on that? around for us. But even in the stotes, | mean,
Well, Bamney 1s a really good friend of the band Falling Into Infinity has still sold 200,000 for us in
and we just thought it would be a lot of fun, you the States, so... but we'd like to see it get better. 1
kmow? We just wanted to let the people know that think with this album we're really set, though,
we're not just these serious self-mdulg [ I think it really does have the potential to
we like to have fun and we like to bring a little bring us up to ancther level And that wall just
lightness and humor to some of our shows. So we allow us to do ths for that much longer, you
Just thought it would be really cool to just throw know? It will help ensure our longevity.

this one in for the covers thing with A Change of Now in Japan, a lot of the progressive metal
Seasons, We just thought, “Why not? Let’s just acts have had their music used as entrance
make it completely bizarre and have Bamey sing music for Jap professional u
thatsong ™ | mean, hey, [ could've sung that song Royal Hunt comes to mind obviously, but
exactly like James Hetfield, no problem, and made Yngwie Malmsteen as well. Has Dream
myself sound just like him, but that would've been Theater had anything lifted for that?

s0 obwious. More of less it was just a fun thing No, no we haven't We haven't even been
Just letting people sit back and just enjoy it for approached for that [: Is a bit incredulous)
what it is. Which is kind of bizarre because we are very very
I have the § Fears in a Livetime video which has big over there So | don’t understand why it
that particular performance on it, and I've got hasn’t happened, maybe because they just think
to tell you that Portnoy seems like he could fall that we're not mterested, and [ guess it would be a
asleep while playing those Lars Ulrich drum fun thing We'd have to look on it just for what it
licks on that song. is, but I think that probably some people view us
No kidding, huh? Yeah, he could do that in his as being this very senious band and our music is
sleep.  Yeah Mike's a great drummer, a very stayingas it is and that's how it was presented, s
mcredible drummer. that we want to represent it as nothng else but
Just to give some real odd things that we what cur sound was the first time. | don’t know:
wanted to go over, one of the things that If you had to pick one of the existing Dream
interviewees are traditionally asked for Theater songs to be a wrestlier's entrance
Lamentations & what type of hair care music, which one do you think would work
products do you use? best?

<laughs> Come on! Are you serious? What, as wrestling music? Oh God  Well, you
Hey, metal people have big hair, my man, snd know what [ think would be a great niff coming
they need to know how to take care of it! into the nng would be the niff that staris Lie. 1
You guys are crazy. Well... I use Panteen. think that could be good. I think The Mirror
I’m not sure, but I believe that’s a very popular would be very cool for them. [ think, well, I mean
choice. obviowly Pull Me Under would do something for
Is that mght? 1 wouldn't know i, but | use some people. Ithink even songs like... like if you
Panteen. [It's this really thick shnt dits 1 had The Undertaker, play him Peruvian Skies as
have to or I wouldn’t get through my haw. [It's he's coming in to the ring, something like that
like a three mmute deep conditioner from Panteen Just Let Me Breathe would be kinda cool, it would
that's amazing  Yeal, that's what 1 use. I'm not kind of generate a litde bit of excitement. 1 don't
50 picky on the sh but I'm E: ly picky know, | think those songs would be good.

on the conditioner, it has to be Panteen three What's your favorite song that you've done?
minute conditioner, it has to be else I'd rip every Um... well... my favorite, fom a woeal
hair out of my head! standpoint, I think probably this album is probably
It gives you that great sheen, right? I think the best that I've ever done vocally because
Yeah, exactlyl That's it, so the lights can shine it shows all sides of me 1
off it real well! [I've grown my hair long sgain, showing, very
my hair 15 once again pretty long again. from a vocal standport.  So | think that once you
I'm sure the ladies will be very pleased. hear the new album that you might, 1 would hope
Yeah! Hah! Like this is a ladies band. that you would agree with me. | mean, aside from
Oh come on, there's one or two groupies out that, you know | really enjoy singmg songs like
there! Surrounded. I really enjoyed, you know, believe
Oh sure, and [ think you're right, [ think there’s it or not... 1 know many of the fans had mixed
one o twol feelings about Innocence Faded [ really enjoy
As a Canadian, and you're going to love this doing Voices, and The Muror to & certain extent |
one, is Bret Hart a national hero? thought was really cool. [ think those songs kind
Bret Hart's cool. Yeah, | guess n a wrestling of step out at me. [ think Lifting Shadows Off a
sense we're very proud of him, [ mean Hey, the Dream I really enjoy. Take Away My Pan 1
guy has chansma and he’s a charmer. You know, really enjoy singing.

he plays the role very well T would think. 1know When Once in a Livetime
on the wrestling circuits or in the wrestling rings together, well, 1 must admit I've
there’s a lot of people that either love him or hate mp3’s off the internet
him, and [ know that he’s kind of said some stupid Rotterdam for the fanclub.

that materinl” or “It was me who got you a little a way, Pull Me Under was a curse. It was good things sbout the States, but you know, that's his Yeah, that's the video,

sneak i It's

ar

thing, it was a necessary evil | guess because it did



Well, yeah, it is in there as well come to think

of it. I was wondering why some of those cuts
weren't used for the live album vemus cuts,

versions that | don’t think are as good. | guess

it's six in one, half dozen the other, but...

You mean vocal cuts? Or do you just mean takes

from the bend?

Like, for exsmple, Speak To Me and songs like
that.

Yeah, well, [ think just because there's just so
much. I mean you sit down and you're looking at
all this stuff and there just comes a time when
you've got to go, “Well, let's weigh the pros and
cons to putting this on an album™ versus putting
on at a later time and presenting it later on. 1
mean you really can't satisfy everyone, but I think
it was just as simple as that Those were the songs
we wanted on there at that point, and then if later
on we are able to present something like this n
another five years then we might throw it on
Because, yeah, Speak To Me has been really well
received from everyone, | mean everyone has
thought that it was a really cool song. And then
there was the other one, although | think that that
made it, that was... um.. Ch God 1 can’t
ber... [starts | g a melody| Ch jeez,
why can't | remember the song?
Are you talking sbout made it onto Once in a
Livetime or outo the video?
It's on the video. You know, the vocals go...
[sings the tune without words] Oh God! Why
can’t [ remember the song? It's very UZ-ish.
Oh, I know exactly what you're talking about,
because when I heard it | was thinking, “Damn,
that sounds like you ripped it off from Bono.”
Not that you would rip anything off.
No, Bono ripped it off from us! He got into our
heads before we thought of it and then he threw it
onto The Joshua Tree, nght? Ok, wait a minute,
I'm still thirking on the other thing, it's... [starts
singing — and you know it’s a lot harder to
transcribe lyrics than just the spoken word, let me
tell you] “Feelmg sick once again [I'd do
anything to be back home, safe and wam nside.
Imlﬂmdrhewwd,allmumelllhn
hrough a part]
w&lmgd;uhty Take me back where I can se
The Way It Used To Be” That's the one! But
anyways, there you go, | sang to you Ok, now
what was your question there? The Way It Used
To Be, 1 really dig that song. That almost made it
onto Falling Inte Infinity and | wuh it did
Whatever, | guess we were starting to think
something else. So what was your question?
Just following that up a little, do you ever... |
mean you say You wrote that back around
Falling Into Infinity, when you're going into
Scenes From a Memory do you ever go back
and get that stuff and think, “Well, this could
make it onto this new album.” Or do you just
wunt to start fresh?

Yeah, we just want to start fresh. Whatever has §

been written before we sctually go m and start
writing songs... Now, | mean, that doesn’t mean,
like, we do soumd checks and sometimes we're
fooling arovind with nff ideas and whatever when
we're sound checking and usually we record,
fact T think we do, we record all of our sound
checks, so we're able to go back and listen to
ideas and then take from that We might think,
“Well that was a very cool idea. Let's expand on
that or do something with that ™ And then we start
creating from that pomt or from that idea and we
start writing around that for new material, but [
don't think we, well 1 don’t think, 1 Know we
don’t go back and take a song that was written a
year or whether it be two or three years before
when we go mto do a new album and take that and
throw it on there. Because you always have so
many ideas going on at any given pomt, so if it's
done then let's release t as a B-mde and let’
create sOmMe NEw Music.

Give me some comments on these bands if you
have any knowledge of them, okay? Opeth?
Who? O Pat?

O-P-E-T-H, Opeth.

O-P-E-T-H Don't know.

Boy, Jim's not going to like you on that one,
that’s his favorite band... from Sweden.
Sweden, well, okay, well tell Jim that ['m sorry 1
couldn't satisfy him  Oh, wait, these are Jim's
favorite bands? Oh, they're AMAZING! They're
all amazing!

What about Cynic?

Who? Cynic? Oh, I've heard of them. [ don’t
know if ths is the same band, but a couple of

those guys played on a track when [ was doing the
Rush stuff, when [ did Red Barchetta. [ thnk the
drummer and the bass player played on Red
Barchetta and they played for Cymic. 1 Thirk, but
don’t quote me. [Too latel]

‘What did you do on Red Barchetta?

I sang vocals.

Ob! For the Rush tribute album. Jeez, pardon
me while I adjust my brain to the “ON"
position. For a second | was saying to myself,
“Wow, I didn't know Rush brought in people i
to work on their songs lke that.”

Right! Yeah, you know how it was, Geddy gave
me a call and said, “Do you wanna sing this
instead of me?” Uh, no. [laughs... Thank God]
Okay, what about Blind Guardian?

Blind Guardian, I've heard thewr stuff, kinds cool
1 can't really comment on them as a whole
because I"ve only heard a few tracks to be honest
with you. You kmow what, to be honest with you,
the kind of stuff I'm listenmng to nght now =
nowhere near that. It's more like Miles Davis,
Winton Marsalis, Nat King Cole I'm getting back
into agam. Even like Tony Bennett and Andre
Pucelly, this new singer who | think is very cool.
I'm listening to more stuff like that, and I'm
listenmg to old Police smufl right now. I'm
listening to Lenny Kravitz, the new Red Hot Chali
Peppers, you know, that's where my head is at
right now. So, yeah, that's really where my head 18
at right now, and these are the bands that I'm
listening to. And even though, like, we have a
magazine up here called Brave Words, Bloody
Knuckles, I don't know if you're aware of that but
I'm sure Jim is, Tim Anderson, who is the senior
editor of this magazine, he pretty well is an

Well, that's pretty easy to do with that band.
Yeah, I thought some of their stuff was Very cool.
You know, there again, and I have to be honest
with you, it's not like I'm sitting down and
listening to & couple of their albums. It might be
Il listen to three or four cuts and I'll either
appreciate it for what it 1s or I'll move on
What kind of magazines would you suggest
that cover your type of music more?
Well, there's that one magazine thal is very
ipressive called Progr 1t's huge, I think it
mmmnmybemenmmmmmeuwrywo
months, but it's very impressive, and a lot of the
bangds that are in there are very thought provoking
and a least touching on this genre of music,
sive or... more tect lly able, wh

What, if [ was to go with one of those bands?
Well it would be Kormn before Manowar

Why?

Well, o be honest with you, I'm not into either
band, okay? I've met the guys in Manowar and
they're really good guys, they really are. They're
very mice guys. ['ve never met the guys in Kom,
but I'm not into their music, I'm not into their
music at all. I don't like them, I don’t like thewr
music. Manowar, I'm not into that, it just reminds
me of a very early eighties heavy metal kind of
taste, It almost has a... I don't know, a kind of
more theatrical, comical side to it I can't take
that music seriously, [ can’t. [ mean we played
Monsters of Rock last year, it was Megadeth,

Ives, oh God what was that other band?

you want to call it. Other mogs, | mean ["ve done
$0 many mterviews over the last two months that
there just seem to be a lot of magazines out there
who are at least wanting to interview us and shed
some light on us. There's Album Network that's
always been very supportive of Dream Theater,
there's Hit Parader that's been cool There's
Metal Edge, Paul Gargano has been exceptionally
supportive of Dream Theater, we just met with
him last week actually, for a big interview and a
photo shoot and all that stufl, when we were down
in New York, all of us together. We were
rehearsing, because we start the next world tour
November 8 Aside from that I've just done a lot
of nterviews with people like yourself, with
magazines or... well, what do you describe it as?
It’s a fanzine for metal music.

Right, I've done a lot of them, and I think fanzines
are very very important to bring m a lot of pecple
who would generally not go out and spend five or

advocate for death metal, speed metal and stulf six bucks on a big crculation magazine. They can

like that That's usually a lot of the stuff that
comes through his magazme, and he always puts
out a cd sampler of bands here or there, and 50 a
lot of those bands are bands that you just
mentioned to me, but I've never actually thrown
those cds on. Just because, and it's no offense to
any of these bands, I'm sure they've got = I'm
sure some of thewr stuff 1s really good, but really
I'm n my own thng nght and I'm listening to
stuff that I thnk is really somehow, it's just
important to me right now

Let me throw one more band out st you.
Symphony X.

Yeah. I've heard that Yeah, it's cool, they're
from New Jersey, are they not?

Right.

I've heard some of their stuff, it's kinda cool! 1It's
the guitar player [Michael Romeo] and, he sings
does he not?

Actually they have a separate singer [Russell
Allen].

They do? Well, maybe it was just the guitar
player | was focusing on

e g

get just as much mformation from a fanzne,
because they're very informative and a lot of them
are written well. 1 guess I could just say that, you
know, look mn those areas and sooner or later
you'd see stuff on Dream Theater.  Dream
Theater, let's face it, is not your flavor of the

‘Was this the show in Brazil?

Yes. Manowar was there and then there was
another band, a big band. I just don’t remember
their name. Starts withan S,

1 know the one in ltaly, 1 think had Deep
Purple.

No, we've toured with them, we're on the same
management as they are. Savatage was on that
show, bt it was another band, though, their
stuff is like really kind of dark and evil like. The
guitar player is bald with tatoos all over hun, and
then you got the big...

Oh. God. Slayer.

Slayer! Yeah, they were great. But Manowar was
on the same bill and they went ou, they were
playing before us and [ remember watching them
and I was like, "Oh my God, what the hell is this?
This is a Nlashback.™

Did they get over with the crowd?

Oh yeah, the crowd ate them up. But anyway, to
each his own

Let me ask you one last thing, kind of going
backwards. How did you feel in terms of
working with Magna Carta versus WEA?

Well, Msgna Carta as an independent label has
shown me incredible amounts of faith and belief
They put me as a priority on thewr label and | think

month, so you're not going to see us in a lot of they've been exceptional. [ think they're great. [

your big big magazmes like Spin and Rolling
Stone Forget about it Those people probably
don't.. well they're aware of us, but they
wouldn't give two shits to mterview us. Not at
this pomt anyways. If the next album goes
through the roof and we were selling millions of
albums | guarantes you that we'd start geting
calls from them, because now they'd know that
ther readers are gomg to be able to identify with
us
And of course then you'd have more pecple
admiring your hair then.
Yeah, well, hey, thmk you Panteen!
Hypothetically, if Dream Theater broke up and
you could lead either Korn or Manowar, which
one would you choose?

think the kind of music they support and that
they're behind totally, I think it's necessary to
have labels like Magna Carta in existence because
they really do bring high quality music to a lot of
people. They're showing to people that would
otherwise not be doing something, or otherwise
not be getting recordings and it would just stay n
the demo form. S, 1 think they're great and that’s
why 1 went with them because I've respected them
as a label. Electra, Warner Brothers, Atlantic, 1
mean you're talking about conglomerate, | mean
you're talking about a huge huge company. To
them, you know, they have a huge overhead The
artists that they're gomng to sign, it's a completely
different ballgame. They have a lot nding on each
and every one of ther artists, there's a lot of
money bemng thrown into these people, and we're
one of them. So you're playing in a bigger circus,
you know? [It's a bigger game, and you either
for them or you don't and they just move
on. It's just a difference where a smaller label like
Magna Carta can be more focused and more hands
on with their artists because it's at a smaller, more
personal level. At the bigger labels there's a lot
more people working for the label and there s 2
lot more things going on and that have to be
achieved so it's more like you're in the big game
at that pomnt.  You have to play both, you always
have to be up top, on top of it, and look for ways
to stay in the game. And that generally comes
from writing the right kind of music and selling
albums, You know generally when our label
Electra, approaches radio with what will be our
first single from our album they get pretty good
response, but this time they were callng our
management and letting them know that the
response and the reception that they were gettng
to this song Home was overwhelming. It's wild
the label are really really nto it. We'll see what
happens from i, you know? It's been a very
positive reception so far.
‘Well, [ wish you well with Mullmuzzler as well
as with the Dream Theater., Any last things
that you'd like to say out to your fans?
Well, just, really hope that you enjoy the new
album, and we're locking forward to getting out
and bringing it to as many people as we can in the
live environment. Hope to see you there and [
appreciate your loyalty and support. 'We'll see



This new wave of European power metal is
exciting Io some, a dreadfil bore to others. While
many are waving the flag of ‘true metal” high and
revel in the reign of Helloween's children (and
make no mistake, Helloween and Gamma Ray
completely rule the Earth!) others are pointing out
this trend is getting tired already. Whatever.
While Manticora will surely be categorized as
part of this trend, one listen to thar debur full
length Roots of Eternity on Greece's Black Lotus
label will let you know that they have something
different 1o offer. A darker vibe, for one thing, as
thix is not your happy double bass ramp through
the age of vikings, or the galaxy, or fo slay the
dragon. Influences taken from bands such as
Nevermore and Candlemass help round out
Manticora into a lean, mean, heavy metal
machmne. Look for it in your favorite mail order
merchant’s catalag. Here's my chat with guitar
player Knstian Larsen.

How long has the new album beem out in
Europe?

Roats of Eternity has been out about two months
You're on Black Lotus over there. Can you tell
me 3 little bit about them?

Black Lotus 15 a Greek label from Athens. It's a
new record label. They do mostly Greek bands
It's a new thing for foreign bands to be signed to
Black Lotus. There 1s a French band and a Spanish
band, and then us from Denmark. There are 10 to
20 bands on that label, and most of them are
Greek

Are they more of a heavy metal label?

Not pure heavy metal, they have some death metal
and gothic metal Those are more the Greek
bands, the mtemational bands have more of a
power metal or heavy metal flavor.

Are they doing a good job getting things out in
Europe, or just in Greece?

They are doing a very good job. We are their top
prionty on that label They're working their asses
off for us down there. They've seen some kind of
hope m us. They say we could save that label
economically. That's a very good label, but it's
new. The sales exploded in Athens when the first
tape came to Athens with Roots of Eternity on it
They were pretty surprised because there 15 a big
difference between our EP and our new album
They were shocked That's good news
Could you go into the history of the
band?

Me and Lars, formed the band mn 1994
with some urelevant persons called
Fear Itself We had hopes and dreams
of getting famous with that band, but
we had a split up Our drummer
wanted to play hardcore, our bass
player wanted to play death metal, and
our second guitanst at that time just
wouldn’t play anymore We began
contacting some musicians in the
underground heavy metal scene in
Denmark First we found Mads, our
new drummer, in May 1996, 1 don’t
know what happened in the rehearsal
room but we just agreed suddenly that
this was a power metal band We made
our first track in the first two hours of
our first rehearsal! In July 1996 we
found Rene on bass, and before that he
played hard rock and cover stuff of the
Red Hot Chili Peppers. He's a good
bass player. We made our first EP
called Dead End Solution in 3 days
over a weekend We didn't have a lot
of time and it was very expensive
because it was a very expensive
studio. It went very fast. The sound 1=
very raw and there were a lot of
mistakes made. Our statement of what
we will do in the future was on that
dise. That was the most mmportant
thing about that EP. That sold slow m
Denmark i the beginming. But interest

in this new band, called Manticore at that time,
was growing A management company called
Intromental Management called us and we made
an agreement with them that they work for us for
free at the beginming, and if we started making
maoney then they started to get paid That was
cool. They worked their asses off They still do.
We signed up with our new guitanst Flemmmng m
1958, and that's when we got our record deal
Somecne down m Athens heard the EF and was
overwhelmed by it So we signed to Black Lotus
Records. Around this time we decided we needed
a keyboard player for an sdded dimension in the
music. We found a keyboard player in the Danish
underground called Jeppe. We had little time to
rehearse all the tracks for the album but we made
it I forgot one thing After our EP we had to
change our name to Manticora because there was
a German death metal band called Manticore. So
they threatened us with a lawsuit and so on, so we
changed our name. That was good m a way
because that meant Gernmany was opening their
eyes to our Manticore band. We had some preity
good articles in music magazines and that’s where
this German Manticore woke up and leamed about
us

It was your decision to play heavy metal early
on then.

In 1994 we all played thrash, that's our oots m
music. Our drummer s very fond of Slayer,
Metallica, and so on We all have this thrash metal
background, very Amencanized Then suddenly a
change came upon us and we wanted to play this
powermetal sound.

All these bands having records out, on one
hand it is reaching oversaturation, and on the
other hand they've all formed around 1993,
1994, 1995, and ure now getting their chances
at everything they've worked for. And now
they're considered trend musicians just
because their album comes out now.
HammerFall s basically death metal musicians
who made the band It's kind of fmny
HammerFall are just nding the wave, but they
have done a very good

Now you've definitely made an excellent
album, and you don’t sound like you fall in
directly with all of the trends. Who were your
main influences in creating this music?

Other than the thrash bands, it's mostly Amenican

bands. lced Earth, Nevermore. Savatage too, those
are the kings for me. In the early days we all
listened to Helloween and Iron Maiden and 1
guess we can't say we haven't been mfluenced by
those bands because they are the real kangs and
that's where the roots are, the 1980s heavy metal
scene. Are you familiar with a band called
Warrior?

Heard of them, never heard anything by them.
They made a very good album Fighting For the
Earth, But mostly it's German and British power
metal that are our roots. But right now it's mostly
American  bands, becmse they understand
something that many Europeans don't understand
when it comes to production to CDs. There are a
ot of German power metal bands with a lack of
balls and I think 1t’s disgusting They just keep on
with double bass drumns, here we go, 1-2-3-4,
verse chorus, and that's it We want to make
something more, exploiting our dimensions that
we have m our musicians with the new keyboard
player and new gumtanst We want to make it
unique. That's what we are hoping for

It's a good sign thut you can’t put the CD on
and say you sound like any one band. You have
your own sound,

Good to hear!

You seem to be a lot busier, even when you're
not going full speed. There's a lot going oa, and
that's a good thing.

That's what we want to do. We have a motto, it
doesn't have to be difficult to play to sound good
I think a lot of bands exaggerate thewr progressive
methods and it gets very hard to listen to. We
could do progressive metal too and domg difficult
to play stuff like Dream Theater, but as we said
before it doesn’t have to be difficult to play to
sound good. ‘We want to be complex if it really
sounds good that way, but we're not complex just
to be complex, and we're not mw power juat to be
raw power. We let it flow with our music

How do the songs get put together?

In the beginming mostly | made the skeleton of the
songs, most of the nffs Me and Lars made the
lynies Now we are all in the music and you can
hear that on the tracks of the next album. We all
give our part. Roots of Eternity 15 old numbers and
new tracks, with it being mostly me who has made

the nffs. We are all giving our part in the mumic
NOW.

It seems there is something of a concept in
the lyrics.

Yes We are all role players, We still do a lot of
that when we get the time to doit. We have our
mspnation m HP Lovecraft and his Cthulu
mythos. It's such a wonderful and complex
world he's writmg about We love to make
lyries about . Lars has read four books, The
Saga of theExiles by Julion May, We have
tracks named Nowhereland and The Flood that
are part | and part Il of that. Parts III and IV will
be on the next album We read somethmg in a
book and we make a lynic. Or we'll see somethmg
on televismion that pisses us off and make a lyric
out of that, but that was mostly for our EP Dead
End Solunon. A big fock you finger! Pure
violence in the lyrics on that We have a track
called In Your Face for example. Now we are
mostly dealing with books and myths and cools
stuff we read and that we want to share with the
world

What games do you like playing?

Mostly Call of Ctiulu. Dungeons and Dragons,
end I played a lot of Rifis. We lack the tune to do
it but we do when we can

1 notice people complain about ‘role playing
heavy metal’, but you KNOW these people
grew up playing these games! [ can’t figure out
people who were so into it one day and then the
next think it's stupid.

In the 80s when we had Iron Maiden | made my
own stories about the lynics in the role playmg
games. It was a rule, if you role played you had to
listeni to Iron Maiden or Helloween or something!
I just made up some good stones about the big
wizard and the Keeper of the Seven Keys. Jesus,
I've got a lot of stones! <laughs> Now we're
doing the same thing, making this universe, [ think
it's more interesting to have an adventure in the
lyrics mstead of blsh blah blsh [ love you ths, 1
love you there, and so on. There are three kinds of
lyrics. The in your face stuff [ told you about
before, which we came from American hardcore
bands. Then there’s the pop music blah blah, and
then there’ the adventuring part You have a free
hand to blend love stones in adventures, that's
more interesting than I Love You pop.

What is the metal scene like there in Denmark?
Oh it sucks, bigtime! | can’t say that enough! We
played a gig yesterday. It was our greatest gig n
Denmark Thers were 200 paople there That was
cool, but usually we play for about 50 people
Those 50 people are always someone n the
famuily, or friends. It sucks, The music scene in
Denmark is MTV and nothing else. When my
friends ask me what 1 listen to and [ say 1 listen to
a band called Nevermore they say ‘What? Don't
you hear Briney Spears?” Shut the fuck up!
That's the music scene in Denmark. Britne




Spears and all that shit. About 2% of listeners in
Denmark listen to heavy metal

Do you get touring bands coming through?
Yeah, but now Denmark is closing all the gig
places. That's more cool stuff, huh? Now we just
have big sports halls. If Manticora wanted 1o play
live in C we'd have to play in some
place called [I don’t even know how to spell it —
ed] here. 3000 pecple can fit mn there. It's a
complex story. Dio, Manowar, and Motorhead are
COMINg s00mn

Oh man! Manowar just toured the States,
paired with Six Feet Under! But 1 can
sympathize with you as far as the scene. The
last real touring metal band to come through
wus Nevermore.

Oh, man! I've never seen Nevermore play live! |
hunger to see them! They are the kings! They just
played Germany at Wacken Open Air and I didn’t
have time to go there! Last year the whole band
went to Wacken and we saw Blind Guandian, Iron
Savior, Ruot, | don’t know if you know that band
Yeah, I have their last few albums, but I'm not
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familiar with their earlier stulfl.

We had big expectations of Blind Guardian, Iced
Earth, and Stratovarius. Iced Earth just kocked ass
Blind Guardian disappointed a lot. The lead singer
couldn't sing and it was really crap. Stratovars
were pretty cool It was OK. Riot kicked ass. It
was the greatest ig I had ever seen. I'm not really
familiar with them, [ just have 2 records by them,
but | have to say it was the coolest gig I've ever
seen

Which albums do you have?

Privilege of Power and Thundersteel. The greatest
ones!

How do you feel now that you'll be getting at
least = little exposure into the US market?

We are looking forward to hearing what the
Americans think about us. 1t's a rare scene over
there, power metal?

Yeah. How old are the crowds for these touring
bands that come through Denmark?

It's basically ths same guys who litened to Iron
Maiden in the B0s who come to the concerts.
There's no young ones.

BERIMSTLONE
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1 notice that too. When Iron Maiden did their
US tour » few months buck, and Yngwie just
did some dates, it's all people who listened to
them in the 80s. There's nobody new!
It's a few young people who come, a few new
ones. | don’t think the new generation is familiar
with this kind of music because of the MTV
influence. They don't know what it 13 when they
hear i, they shut off their ears. It is a sad story.
We want to reach out to the young ones. We're
tryng to really give out free CDs to the young
people. Nommally they thnk it's pretty cool
Yesterday with our gig with 200 people there were
a lot of young people in the crowd
How old are you guys?
I'm 24, Lars is 26, leppe i1s 20, and our bass player
is 27, and the drummer is 26. Flemmmg is 23
We're a pretty young band
I notice most of the young ones into the music
have their own bands, but they're not reaching
out to their own age group.
That's a mistake
As far as over here in America, we think
Europe is
some sort of
heavy metal
amusement

15 mn
Germany and
southem
Europe. There
are a lot of
AITANZEMEnts,
festivals, and a
lot of pecple
really worling
for this kind of
music. There’s
a strong bond
Now that lron
Maiden  has
returned  with
Bruce
Dickinson, 1
think it will
open ancther
door for the
heavy  metal
scene for all
the ®Ds metal
guys who
dropped out in
the 90s. There
was  just an
nterview with
Bruce
Dickmson over
here who said
‘We're  just
going to be the
biggest heavy
metal band n
the werld’
Maybe  that
will open some
eyes Whao
knows?
Has the Korn
scene  caught
on over there?
That's  pretty
big over here.
If  someone
asks me what [
listen to, I'll
say heavy
metal.  They'll
say 'So do IV’
I'll ask what
bands, and
they'll say 'l
listen to Kom
and Jesus!
That's not
heavy  metal
you idiot! If a
young gy
opens his eyes
to heavy metal,
it's Ko, the
MTV
guys

CAREER

think something that helped a lot was MTV's
Headbangers Ball We need a heavy metal
channel! | think that would be cool. People could
choose! Today people are almost forced to hear
pop music. When I'm at work I'm forced to listen
to all the hits! All day long. 1 don't have a choice.
I could tum it off, but [ don't think the others at
work would agree.

What do you do?

I'm a laboratory worker. 1 do a lot of chemistry
and biology

Not everyone who plays heavy metal is an idiot!
We have brains too!

I like hearing thut. 1 hate metal musicians who
pump gas or something. It looks bad But with
u job like that, do you ever have problems
taking time off when it’s time to record or
tour?

I'm a very lucky person. My boss is an old heavy
metal guy too, That's very cocol. He saw us
yesterday with his wife. As far as the others, |
think they do get the time off they nesd.

Usually, the better job you have, the harder it
is to take time to promote the band. Which
trunslates into the smarter the people in the
band, the harder it is to actunlly have 3 music
career. About the recording of Roots of
Eternity. Tt says you recorded some in
Frebruary, some in March, some in April.

We traveled to the western part of Denmark, about
a § hour joumey to get to the studio. We lined up
all our gear and made all the drm tracks, the
guitars, bass, keyboards. It came down to Lars,
our singer. And of course he became very ill. And
he had to sing We had to go back to the eastem
part of Denmark Then the smidio was ocoumied
and we had to wait a month. Then we recorded all
the lynics. Then all the digital gear fucked up and
we lost all our tapes, Typical. Our producer
laughed at it He said ‘That w statistically
impossible!’ So we had to go home again and this
digital machine had to be repaired m another part
of Denmark and then we had to mux it again. The
tracks that were destroyed were repared when the
machine was fixed so it wasn't a total disaster
This machine i worth $10,000. Tt just fucked up
That's the story behnd that! Murphy's Law!
Could you name S bands from Denmark that
people should be aware of.

Pretty Maids is a very good band. Wuthering
Heights Behind the Curtain is a new progressive
metal band King Dimmond and Mercyful Fate
were the biggest ones.

What do you think is the pure absolute essence
of heavy metal?

The energy and the balls mixed with easy listening
melodies. That's the biggest recipe for heavy
metal. On our CD, sometimes you can hear a lot
of aggression, and then later on in the same track
you can hear that the story has changed That's
why 1 listened to heavy metall One track ean tell
many stones.

What's in the near future for Manticora?

Our contract with Black Lotus s for one album
more and we're already making new tracks for
that As for fiture concemns, we don't know what
will happen to Manitcora after this record deal
We've had all these great record reviews from
zines all around but we can't predict the future.
Right now it’s jusi concenitrating on our next
album to make it an improvement over Roots of
Eternity.

Should people expect anything different mext
time?

Not really. Just that the new keyboard dimension
should be greater. Right now the keyboards only
pop up ocassionally which is important. It makes
good sense not to let the keyboards destroy
everything. But next time there will be more
keyboards, hopefully the Amercan aggressive
sound, and the easy listening melodies. Right now
the tracks are more atmospheric We're taking
more time to create the songs mstead of just
making the songs. The lynics and the musics have
to fit

Any Mnal words for the American audience?

I don't know if the Americans listen to power
metal from Europe, but if not they should open
their eyes and listen to it! There are a lot of good
bands that you need to hear!

www. intromental com/manticora




MOONSPELL :

Moonspell is back! After 2 excellent albums, they
laid a big old egg for SinPecada. Walfheart and
Irreligious had been staples of gothic metal and it
seemed they'd gone down the tubes with

! ica and sounds, Not so. I was

because Southemn black metal. | have nothing against black you, not only with emotion, but alio with material

there's more metal and 1 have nothing to deny cur influences things you need for survival. We try to dignify this
competition which come across from a lot of black and death honor and privilege by working every day. When
I the metal bands, especially on the new record We we go live we are well prepared. We are not doing
market, and always tried to separate, and if you read inside the this band as a joke. It is a very serious thing I

we deliver Under the Moonspell booklet, it's about being don't know any musician, from the underground to

emotions
that people maybe are not searching for nowadays.
It's going OK in countries like Portugal and
France especially, and markets that we get
stronger in are the UK, Scandinavia, Benslux, etc.
The slower countries are the ones that mainly

Jortunate 1o be able to talk to Fernando Ribeiro of listen to more traditional forms of metal such as

Moanspell to discuss their new epic, The Butterfly
Effect, out now on Century Media,
How are things over there in Portugal?
Pretty cool. There's a Paradise Lost show mn the
city. I'm gong there to meet the guys It's been
rainy.
When do you guys start the tour over here?
I think the first show is on the Sth of November,
The Texas Metalfest
And then you're out with In Flames for a time.
Just the east coast, then to Mexico City, and 2
dates in Canada, all in aperiod of 20 days
This will be your first time in the US, right?
Yes. We've been to Mexico before, and also to
South Amenica We never had the chance, we
were offered some support slots for Morbid Angel
and London After Midnight, but it always clashed
with tours we were doing in Europe. But now the
need to expand the band is stronger than ever
because Europe is really complicated nowadays
with & saturation with this kind of music. [t's quite
cool that we have the chance to play for fresh
blood. It's really exciting for Moonspell.
I find it strange that there's a lot of bands who
will hit South America and Mexico and not
come into the US.
It's quite tricky for a European tour to be
organized in the US, especially if youre not
Britsh. It's quite difficult to get the word spread.
From South America, and even the US, Moonspell
always got a lot of undergr i hrough
email and letters. South America was a little bit
easier because you only play big shows. They take
bands there and fans are really supportive and lots
of people there listen to this music We were
waiting through 2 years of cancellations and
gettng flights booked and umbooked to get to
South Amenica. When we concentrated together
with our agency and our management really 1o go
do something m the States we were able w0
orgamize something more solid It's difficult to
break into the States even though we have national
distnibution. Playing is a little more tricky, The
first time is always the most difficult time and we
hope to come back before the summer,
Is it going to be you or In Flames headlining?
It's a co-headlining tour We'll play first, then In
Flames. We don't mind We have the same
conditions and the same time. It's always a
challenge for us and when we play first there’s
always the extra kick because | believe in healthy
ition between the bands

11 and

Germany and Italy, The album & not an
immediate type of music. I hope pecple will
discover The Butterfly Effect. Our pre-sales were
not the best from all the albums in Europe. 1 just
think people will need a little bit more time and
more cnticism arcund metal for people 0 enjoy
the new Moonspell album

I'm one of these peaple who loved the new
Maonspell album. At the same time, I'm really
into a lot of the power metal out of Germany
and Italy. I Uke both sides. I get worried when
people are stuck in one kind of metal.
Fortunately, not everyone i like this. Moonspell
has a very strong and solid basis of fans that
probably don’t come from this power metal side
People that listen to HammerFall and Helloween 1
don't know why they're into Moonspell m the first
place. We never did that kind of music. The
biggest vibe in Europe i kind of an inquisition
mside metal I'm not overreacting because | see
covers of magazines with Faradise Lost callng
them trartors. It's a little too much

On the cover?

Yeah. 1 don't remember which magazine [ think
from Italy. I thank it's a little too much because
this 1s a kind of music which doesn't have a
formula or a definition because Black Sabbath, the
ongmators, were very different from Helloween
and what all these bands are feeding off of These
bands are needed because if there's an audience
for them some of them have a good value It's not
the knd of music 1 histen to or | like, 1 never liked
Helloween so | don't hike the new generation, but
they promote it in a way that tries to alienate the
other side. Anybody who thinks fresh and balance,
we don't need only Rhapsody and HammerFall but
dlso Moonspell and Katatonia. But not mybody

different within the dark metal scene. Lots of
different kinds of approach. It was maybe a late
reaction on the scene. When the Norwegian boom
came in Europe, it seems they were discovermg
something. Of course it's a music that has a proper
and private style but for Moonspell we always
tried to be rebellious agamst this uniform thing. It
depresses me (0 see Portugese black metal bands
trying to be and copying everything from cultural
forms and music and image fom Norwegian
bands. It's weird because we don't have amything

the mainstream, that started without even the
remote wish of living off of it.

At what point did you start living off the
music?

A little bit after the Type O Negative tour, so right
when we started preparing Sin. We did a lot of
tours, and when we opened for Type O Negative it
was really profitable, it did a lot to sell Irreligious
records. We had a better organization within the
band as well. We split with our bass player Ares
who was taking a lot of money from the band It

to do with that kind of culture or appmach
Moonspell always tnes to deny whatever
conditions show up, even from bands that showed
up after us. People related for a lot of different
reasons, sometimes not for musical ressons.
Moonspell tried to separate themselves from black
metal because 1 do not relate to what black metal
is today, like Dimmu Borgir or whatever | don't
thurk Moonspell has anything to do with that, or
ever has, that's why we stepped back from that
scene. If we called ourselves black metal wed be
related into that kind of stuff that as individuals
we do not relate 1o, It would be really false. 1 do
prefer the label dark metal because I think that's
exactly what Moonspell does, especially albums
like Irreligious and The Busterfly Effect.

1'd first gotten into Moonspell with Wolfheart,
from o I in Metal Mani The feut
hyping you up was really good, and it sounding
like something I'd really like. The imagery was
cool, everybody with the swords drawn
forming the pattern. To some degree image
does count and il seoms over the past couple of
years you don't bave an image like that.

People that are familiar with Moonspell know we
always try to nscribe our albums with production
in a certain context and a certan For
both Under the Moonspell mnd Wolfheart, people
reacted very strong to this, and we can only be
happy for that. 4 years after Wolfheart and 5 years
after Under the Moonspell, we are really
collecting the fruts of that image onentated for
marking temritory. It was not a comeid that the

was the beginning of 97,

That's very cool. Almost everybody I talk to is
not able to make a living off their music.

You don't talk to a lot of bands in Portugal! It's
very different. All the basic needs in Portugal like
rent and food is below European levels. We have a
smaller economy and when we go abroad we
always get foreign currency for show fees and
royalties, I'm proud of the organization we have m
Moonspell because we're not rich, we don't have
limos or swimming pools and all that stuff. but we
have at least an apartment, a car, and enough stuff
It keeps you down to Barth It's good and it's still
down to Earth because you still have to work hard,
not to make a profit, but to get what you deserve
from your hard work.

That last bit of ancient history for you I think I
want to go into, the lyrics om the first two
albums were a lot more theatrical in
presentation. It seems to be less so now, it's
more personal.

I¥'s a different approach, different stories are told
In the begmnung 1 was never addicted to fantasy or
role playing. But I connected with theater, my
girlfriend s an actress and | have some small
peri with theater L 1 put on two little
plays on stage. Always learning. | like when art s
interactive, becausé you can leam & Jot from other
kinds of approaches to art, be it theater or
lits People i think this s
ridiculous. Its definitely has King
common with music. What we tried with

thinks like this. It would be a sad metal scene if record was named Under the Moonspell, or that

everybody was uniform. We hope that the more
power metal, [ find that a strange defintion, the
more heavy metal onentated people could have
the same respect for these bands the way they do
to the more heavy metal onentated music, which
1 just giving the people what they want. Which s
not necessarily a negative thing, but on the other
hand don't alienate people that are trying to have a
more spiritual risk and nvestment m the music
But I'm gomng to the Paradise Lost gig in Lisbon. |
have a relstionship with the band. I like what they
do. In Germany they call it Depeche Metal. That's
really strange. Maybe ther new album is not
guitar oriented but | think they were completely

1 think it's a cool setup b Moonsp.
In Flames are different kinds of bands.
It's very diverse. In Flames is a very defined style,
this Swedsh rock feelmg with death metal and
more heavy metal guitar nffs. Moonspell has
changed a lot during the last years and nowadays
with our new album The Butterfly Effect we
created a dark, strong metal. We'll be fine. | saw
In Flames, they rule live. | saw them in Germany
with Dark Tranquillity, Arch Enemy, and Children
of Bodom It's a cool combination because
Moonspell has different perspectives into the
music. We're organizing the set to have

from Wolfkeart to The Buiterfly Effect Its one of
the best options we'll find for the States.

fied with One Second T bought that album
and | think peaple are overreacting because | thnk

our first album was named Wolfheart. There is a
strong need for marking temitory, and once we'd
done so it would be redundant for us to ty to
mark the territory again. We tried to go for a new
perspective inside of us. And we also toured a lot
and I think it's the best life lesson. Ever since we
did Morbid God we always tried to have a vehicle
for our emotions, which 18 what Moonspell stands
fior. 1 think The Butterfly Effect was a response 1o
an unage and [ think that was shocking for people.
We can't understand that because we plagued by
that Irreligious 1mage and people were calling us
gods and we were rebom whatever. We tried to
get away from that, maybe not musicwise but with
the mage. It was almost anti-Moonspell for us at
that time because we were so tired of that With

i's a very good metal/rock album At the end of The Butterfly Effect we have the maturity to look
the day besides all the trends and all the hype of back and pick up what was essential and give it a

the purttan metal magazines, metal is sbout being
good, beng genume, and being onginal T think
Paradise Lost really gathered the 3 conditions, But
of course a matter of taste cannot be discussed,
Heavy kinds of music has always been an outlet
for artistic freedom. Bands like Celtic Frost,
which was a main influence on Moonspell, were
experimenting with amazing records like Into the
Pandemonium which was completely sacked and
humiliated at the time but nowadays is a reference
for all the people who do thia kind of music and

dose of actuality which [ think » important for us
and our fans and for our generstion of musicians
and wdividuals. The biggest vibe nowadays in
metal 1s to be nostalgic. Sometimes that is really
negative because you don't evolve, you don't grow
up, I think this 15 a belonging from the metal scene
as well to have a ready definition from each
recard. Moonspell always tries to do this and to do
this we have to change a lot of stuff We feel
people will still recognize it's a Moonspell record
even with all the new stuff going around that

The album's been out awhile in Europe. I have lived through this kind of music It's quite theyll like, or not. The spiritual mvestment and
haven't seen any of the press yet from there, so sad That's why the need to expand for these bands mission and necesity of bringing different things

how has the response been?

is really cool, If the scene needs freshness, we do

mto the band and therefore the people that lsten

Press wise, Europe u really unpredictable need it as well At least what | gather fiom the to Moonspell.

nowadays, as [ told you earlier, there's a lot of States, this

saturation from bands and people are a little bit
confused and sensitive to the trend In Europe is
what | call this puritan metal, it's according to the
book, it's all the cliches there and peagple relate to
these. Bands that try to be more are
suffering because of this Bands like Moonspell,

are a litde bit more opemminded accepting this
kind of fusion than Er people day
that are going into a dead end. In two years when
the trend stops what will people tum to?

That's what 1 don't like, when something gets

Katatonia, Paradise Lost, even Type O Negative
seem like outcasts in Burope. But the review

hot there's suddenly ten th

have been positive. It's an album that brought
i to Moonspell. I¢s respoct for
our musical creation. Saleswise it's going slower

" i the begi

ing. Looking

pr:pdiceilmnluuymnm.?ﬁ:ph Are you guys making a living off of the music a goal

at this point?

Yes. You have to consider that we come from
Portugal and Portugal 1s one of the most poor
courtries even though it's developing The life
level s really low when compared to Germany or

ather hand we are a band that practices every day,

at the Under the Moonspeil b
there that you ure black metal.

Klet, it says in

b every day, and we work a lot. We are
always tounng, or always domg an album. It's
definitely a privilege having your passion feeding

Moonspell, with bad and good results as with any
other band, was to have always a subliminal
visuality m our music. Throughout the years we
leamn different processes not to be as obvious as
we were on Wolfheart or Under the Moonspell
But this vibe is always present. Il is one of the
essential  things in Moonspell If there =
somethmng that draws people into listening to the
music of Moonspell or going to the shows it is the
dramatic approach Sometimes when you go to
much mto this particular approach, it goes a bt
over the top. There 1s a fine line between the
sublime and the ndiculous. This gothic metal
trend in 1996 in Europe and especially Germany
that Moonspell was a big part of, and was ane of
the representative bands of as far as people told
us, it got & bit over the top, a little bit exhausting,
and even e little bit cheesy. You definitely have to
come up with different styles, different blood into
the music. If Vampina was a very visual song
well the title uack on The BuiterfTy Effect was also
a very visual song Nowadays, we have a lot of
stories 1o be told The lyrics don't have a social
message. It's not what | want to do, to moralize or
tell stories from & moralizing point of view, I want
people o participate in them, and when you do the
human factor really comes to the top. For me it is
much more genuine than writing songs about
vampires and werewolves. Back then [ thought it
was different from what every other band was
doing. these days you wrnte about something it
will be filtered through a cliche instantaneously
because many bands are doing this with wolves,
etc. In Moonspell we were very prepared with
marking territory and the visuality, It was always
with the band With age you do things
better and more subtle and even more difficult for
the people but in the end more interesting.
Do you personally think on any of your songs
you crossed the line into the ridiculous?
I never regret anything I did from Morbid God all

d bunds of that the United States or especially Scandinavia. So we  the way up to the last album of Moonspell. We are
IWMHNWYWMMMMIWMBIMEW\W.OBMllﬂylpeoplclhﬂw i

our limitations as
Is and as We come from a
country where it is very difficult to have contact
with what's new and what's going around We
were very limited as we began touring. Some of

S




the stufl we did on shows, even though it was
genuine, it crossed the line. The folk sections of
Wolfheart, even though 1 dont thmk it's
ndiculous, 1 don't think its sublime. It's m a
limbo. When we do albums we are not trying to
svoid being ridiculous. We played this aliemative
festival in Spain and there was lots of rock bands
mnd we were the only metal band that
more dramatic approach. All these people with

their alternative approach was really pissing us off the stff we expenenced
and | said fuck alternative music and then we Daemonarch was a-very strong experience for me. the UK puts it
the best reviews in the In Europe it was seen a little bit s trying to profit weather! We don't have the
these on the black metal trend, although 1 don't think it to write about this, Even though it's an interesting

ended up getting
newspapers! We didn't want to prove to
people that metal was not ridiculous, but we did
want to give them something stronger that doesn't

as the to Sin was definitely an
inspration for the record. Sin came at a time
where people were not connected to this kind of
metal music. It was not only Sin, it was also
Paradise Lost's One Second, it was A Deeper Kind
of Shamber by Tiamat, it was a lot of records that
were outcast. Maybe when we tour Europe people

Century Media is a Inbel that respects very much
the artistic side of the bands and they don't want to
piss off bands by domng something that doesnt
represent the bands. Of course The Butterfly
Effect is a scientific theory that is & branch of the
Chaos Theory which is the most mteresting and
fascinating kind of science that is being studied

had the will rediscover Sin and get into it with a different Not only in meterology, but in physics, applied

even statistics. But of course it's not

set of ears. It's quile complicated to explain but all

was  important.

had anything to do with that It was a way stronger
album than a lot of the black metal records ai that

have to go into this limbo. Today it's a question of time.. It was cool to prove myself and to some

opinion but everybody has the tendency to avoid
the cheesy.

Here in the US the metal scene is so small, and
we hear all sorts of stories about how metal is
so big in Europe and it's side by side with all
the other music in terms of popularity. Is that
an accurate point of view, especially in
Portugal?

In Portugal the metal scene is an oulcast. In
Portugal Moanspell is what you'd call a medium
big band. Our last album was top 10 and all that
stop. We're the only band from Portugal that's
breaking through intemationally. Metal
Germany is very big, it charts a lot. lced Earth
charted very high, and HammerFall and Grave
Digger. The more avantgarde kind of metal is big
in Germany but it's hard to pin down because
(Grermany is such a powerful thng and a powerful
market. Everything charts from Atrocity up to
Grave Digger, or Moonspell and Paradise Lost
From our experience playing all these different
types of festivals there's no one music that has
fans with the dedication that metal peaple have.
That's definitely very stromg, and m Europe it
allows bands to break bamers that could never be
imagined 5 years ago. It's not a case of popularity,
or marketing or sales, it's a case of people mio
metal are strongly believing. They're living their
music, not just listening to it Tha's a big
advantage of metal. It makes metal strong, even
musically.

1 have to admit 1 didn’t like SinPecado that
much. 1 thought it was moving away from the
better metal stuff you'd been doing, On the new
one you brought back things like the growled
vocals and strong guitar leads and things like
that. | remember getting Sin/Pecado and going
'Oh my goodness’, and then a few months later
the Daemonarch album comes out and I saw a
lot of reviews saying 'This is what Moonspell
forgot.’ | dom't know if that was just an
American perspective or how that was seen in
Europe or if people saying that cuused you to
bring that influence back into Moonspell?

Not the comments themselves. But the project for
me persanally had the bridge between Sin and The
Butterfly Effect. Some people didn't like Sin
because music is all about emotions and some
peopladon’t relate to the emotions. Sin was maybe
not the right timing to do this kind of album. We
can't be concerned with that. When are composing
it is just ourselves and our ghosts in a garage.
There's no guidelines that we have to please the
audience. We don't know what they want It's
unpredictable m Burope what they really want
from music. Sin was a very important album for
Moanspell. It was a test for Moonspell and it was
# test for the audience as well. It allowed us to see
a lot of our melodic capacity as songwriters. It
allowed us 1o see how elastic can our audience be.
It has some of the best songs Moonspell ever
composed such as Second Skin or Hanged Man,
or Mute, We felt incomplete, definitely, with Sin
t we forgot hing that was the ugly
side of music. Daemonarch brought this to a very
deep level for me and for Moonspell When we
were compeosing The Buiterfly Effect we can quote
Da h-as an infh .11 d a lesson. A
very personal message that allows us 1o bring the
ugly and aggressive side of music back into The
Butterfly Effect. It's not an album completely back
to the roots. It's an album which has two very
important things. The sctuality, which is very

people that we can still do music to get things out
of gur system. On The Butterfly Effect this
philosophy is all over the album. Thats why
people are relating so much to this one

1 definitely noticed it's not just you going back
and doing old stuff. There is a lot of SinPecado
in this new record. It's just integrated better
into the kind of stuff I like,

I don't want to sound big headed but we came
across with a good combination of the two sides
of Moonspell. Without ding like we just
wanted to please the old fans. Nobody does music
to piss off their fans. People don't make records
and say Let's get people to stop listening to us/
That's defmitely absurd! If any fan thinks ths you
need to give that a second thought. We don't want
to piss people off, but we want to rep L

an album about science, or as Metal Hammer m
its not an album about the
scientific knowledge

topic, if's not as abstract, not as poetic as what
we'd like to put into cur music. Of course [ am
fascinated by The Butterfly Effect story behind
the scientific approsch. In Moonspell it means
something completely different. The Butterfly
Effect, the meteorologist that came up with this,
besides the scientific conquests, has the
importanee of undedining the mmportance of the
insignificant, the small, and the random when
influencing the absolute, the b the radical
changes. When you put this agamst the individual
human background, it s fascinatng to see that
your entue lifc can be seen as a Bunterfly Effect
We have the tendency on the sbsolute and on the
big. our lives are much more concentruted and
much more interesting when we think about the
small, the msignificant, and the random. That's
exactly what we're trying to say with The Butterfly
Effect. We don't want o teach people science. We

ourselves as well 5 you have to measure
the values of these two things. | can understand if
someone doesn't like a record 1 can't understand
when someone feels offended by a record. That's a
little over the top. | didn't like lron Maiden with
Blaze Bailey, bt I didn't get offended! It's very
good to take music seriously. | don't think metal 1=
enfertamment Not the kind of metal that
Moonspell performs. But [ think a little bit of a
clear mind in hand 1 needed to appreciate our
music,

I see what you're saying. It's that fine line.
Because this isn't music written for mass
market, it is more emotional. People do take it
seriously. If & band has what someone
considers a perfect sound on a record and then
the mext one is something completely different,
they go nuts. That's happened to me quite s few
times.

To me as well. But I never go to lengths to think
the band wants to piss me off] With Irreligious, it
was strange to Moonspell because we were
touring Europe and getting fantastic reactions, but
we had a rotten atmosphere within the band. Some
of the shows were really bad! The hype was so big
and the vibe was so big it was very important for
SinPecado to calm this down. For pecple to
understand Mocnspell was not the perfect band,
that [rreligious was not the groundbreakng record
that everybody thought it was. Even though we
had some of the best moments of Moonspell like
Mephisto, or Full Moon Madness, on Walfheart
people had to discover the album. When it was
first released it wasn't selling at all anywhere m
Europe. When we opened for Morbid Angel
people discovered the power of it live. Then it
started getting hot and it became the biggest
selling debut album ever from Century Media_ It's
quite strange music. [t's definitely personal, it's
definitely emotional. As with any persenal or
emotional thing, sometimes it's not very constant.
Its in perpetusl mutation. People have to have
special attention to that. The best thing thing about
gwmgﬂmimhmmunmgm.a
give biographies about the band, but to see the
other side, that it is not the way people think. Just
because we did Sin, or The Butterfly Effect, does
not mean we deny our past Sometimes ['m
approached by Moonspell fans and they ask me
Where are your roots”™ 1 think the roots are just a
stage. If you want to be botanic, you have to loak
up from the roots to the body of the tree, to the
fruits of the tree. It's a whole, it's not something
partial. People forget about this. There's this roots
b in metal. S it's not the most
important, or not the only thing that exist

to us, and also the casential sounds of For the publicity for The Butterfly Effect, the

Moonspell. If the goal for SinPecado was
wmovation, the goal for The Butterfly Effect was
for people to put the record an the CD player and
say This is Moonspell' It was exactly our mam
and sole mission. Not D h, but also

They
a lot of the persanal things we discovered as well do ask for suggestions because forunately with each other There was & lot of gossip

label's been playing up the scientific

terminology. Is that anything that was a
B it on for you

when naming it?

We're not at all

d with the publici

want o rep t something we think is a life
prnciple. When people like to know about this
stuff, t's good to have a general guideline that
people can relste . Is not an album about
weather, it's an album about life

It was a new production team and new studio
for you guys.

Yes. We stopped usmg Waldemar and
Woodhouse Swdios, we wanted to break the
routine. We used Andy Reilly, a British producer,
and we recorded the album at Trident I studios in
Londen.

How was that different than what you were
used w07

Tt was very different In Germany we were used to
clinical, # 1o 5 kind of work It was really like a
job, In London everything was different. It was
really chaotic sometimes. Everythng was
recorded st mght, and there was an expenmental
vibe. The necessity of pleasing the band md
expressing through the sound was a pronty of
Andy Reilly and the studio. It was different for the
better When people listen to the album they'll find
out it has a more powerful sound

Andy Reilly has worked with Bruce Dickinson
and UFO. Worlds apart from what you do.
Was he Familiar with underground metal at all
or did he freak the first time he heard that
roar?

He's definitely not fanular with this kind of
underground band We had the chance to bnng
him to Portugal, and send him a demo  Metal can
be separated as a kind of music, but s really
rock Really extreme rock, It comes from rock
Music, 50 p and feelngwise it was a
real rocker. That was quite unportant, we warted
to clash this with the more brutal pant of
Moonspell. The mast extreme band he'd worked
with mvolved an engineering job for Cradle of
Filth Qute difficult and different from
Moonspell. Also he's worked with glam pop
bands like Choir Boys and Asia. What's really
important is that he did an excellent job and we
could see it when we were recording [ was not
shocked, and he even tock the band to some
extremes that we did not come up with
ourselves. He was so excited i dong this new
kind of musie for him that he was more over the
top than Moonspell sometimes!

You just mentioned Cradie of Filth. On your [,

early albums in the liner notes you mention
each other. What was the relationship there?
It's strange. We got n contact with Cradle of
Filth m 93. The band was quite different at that
time. It was a different lineup from Principle of
Evil Made Flesh. They were m our places,
eating from our food and all this stuff The fist
time we went to London it was strange because
the band was only Dam and Nicholas. We were
expecting more from them, like what we did for
Cradle of Filth in Portugal. The bands separated P
directions, but we had a chance to play with
Cradle of Filth in Stranssburg, and we still talk

between Moonspell and Cradle of Filth from our
old bass player who had a habit of tallng shit
shout people. In a way I'm not a fan of what
Cradle of Filth are doing now. But it is a band
with style and | admire them because for the black
metal they are onie of the best bands live. It's hard
for black metal bands to be good lie. There's
Emperor, Marduk, Cradle of Filth, and that's
almost it! Ifs kind of a good relationship. Some of
their members respect us, some don't We don't
have much comtact but we have very good
memories from Cradle of Filth and [ bet they have
very good memories from Moonspell as well.
Sometimes memoaries are not enough but 1 think
we are on 4 decent enough relationship with them.
Will there be another Daemonarch album?

Not in the near future because The Butterfly Effect
is takmg a lot of my time and energy and we're
going to tour a lot. What [ will do with
Daemonarch will be nat musical. I'm trying to
canstruet before the end of the year an internet site
that can be a forum for people that are into artistic,
philosophical, or even academic Satanism and
oceultism. I'm involved m this stuff and 1 think it
15 50 badly rep ted by lays g tion of
black metal that if | can do a little bit in order to
approach the people with different perspectives
into this 1t will be a geat thing for me and an
nteresting project. We'll see what my time allows
me to do

Which  Moanspell
Daemonarch?

The only active participation in Daemonarch
besides myself was from Pedro (Paixao,
keyboards) who helped me out to compose the
stuff and produce the record itself

As a voculist, how much musical input do you
have in Moonspell?

I don't have such a musical mifluence as | do on
the aesthetics and the lyncs. I'm a very ignorant
person when il comes to music, and | think
technique 1s very important. On the other hand I'm
more of the mnstnet and feeling. 1 compose 99% of
the vocal lines:

1 wanted to let you know that of everything 1
listen to in power metul and Yagwis Malmsteen
that I listen to...

1 love Yngwie Malmsteen! Rising Farce is killer!
...1 don't think I've ever heard a guitar solo as
majestic as that one in Wolfshade off of
Wolfheart. It's so moving even after all this
time and it's not even going all over the place.
That's a good e« I agree it's &
solo that's not virtuoso, but 1t has lots of feelng. If
you like these solos youll ke the selos from
Quorthon in Bathory. He made these scales that
we used, also i Full Moon Madness, in Tired, it
gives you the creeps, defintely!

Thut's sctually my favorite part of that
Wolfheart album. You were talking earlier
abuut the litte things being important, I'm
always getting the feeling that people into that
album are missing that one part because that's
what people are always talking over when
we're together listening to it!

1 love that lead, definitely!

www.moonspell.com

www, centurymedia com

members  were  in
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Usually that would be enough. Well, one year mention a few. All this mught have just a tad of playing ability?

ran a s

after first hearing their sophomore effort
Oceanborn (on Spingfarm Records) and having it
still be a frequent resident in my CD player, I
have decided that the one piddly featire was not
enough. Nightwish just isn't catching on, and
that's WRONG. Heavy metal the Finnish way,
with lead keyboards, a GODDESS on vecals, and
songs so strong they don't leave you. | had to
present the definitive Nightwish feature, so I sent
kevboard pl ind Tuomas Hole
an 80 question interview, He wasn 't exactly as in
depth as | would have liked all the time, but
body has put together ay plete an article
with as much Nightwish information as what
you're about [o read, If bands such as Amorphis,
Stratovarius, the Gathering, or ANYTHING heavy,

melodic, and uplifting causes you any exciterment

wrt feature on Nightwish. Children of Bodom and Sonata Arctica, just to *

patriotic sense in 1t but still, we have a iwcene to
definitely get excited about!

Your music and especially the lyrics are
definitely not the norm for the scene, so I'm
going to assume there's something a lot more
personal in the muterial. So here are some
personal questions! Let's go back to the
beginning. No, [ mean the VERY beginning!
When and where were you born?

I was bom on Chrstmas day in 1976 mn-a small
town, where I'still live

Did you grow up in a more wrban or rural
area’

| grew up in the rural area, on an cld farm
actually, even though we didn’t have any cattle. |
felt like living m the middle of nowhers i the
woods, but this fit me just fine. I'm still living m

at all, you need to hear Nightwish. Period, end of the country and [ love it. 1 never could imagine

story. This is one of the better bands out there
now, so read why that is.

‘allo again! All T can think of to say to begin
with is congratulations and thank you for the
Oceanborn album. A lot of albums that are
great at first fades. Very few actually stick with
the listener over the course of a year und get
played a lot the whole time! What have been
your favorite albums this year, metal or
otherwise?

Of my favorite albums: this year 1 could mention
Luca Tunllt's King of the Nordic Twilight,
Freedom Call's Stairway te Fairyland, Amorphis’
Tuonela and the soundirack of Mulan

The first order of business has w0 be your
situation within the US. Have you gained n
licensing deal for the US yet? If not, is any in
the works?

No we haven't, yet. Ther has been lots of
interested labels, though, and Oceanborn will be
officially released in the States in the begnning of
2000,

How much of a response have yow gotten from
the US? Lots of fun mail?

Very little, actually I've recejved a couple of
letters and there have been some comments on our
mternet homepage but that’s about it

Do you find that in dealing with the press that
different countries have different lines of
questioning? If so, how?

Well, Amenicans tend to make long interviews.
Senously, not that much, #t depends more of the
one who i questioning rather than which country
i he or she from.

What is the single most frequent andior
annoying question you get asked?

1 guess it's our biography, which s a natural
question, of course, but has such a long answer
it's annoyug to go it over and over agam. [ did
something like 150 interviews this spring and
almost all of them wanted our biography. . Also,
I'm sick and tired of answering whether or not the
song The Carpenter is about Jesus Christ!

And what is the answer 1o that g T

myself living in a big city

I know musical education opportunities are
more plentiful in most Europian countries than
in the US. I that the cuse in Finland as well?

‘Who would you say your keyboard inspirations
are? Hell, the only notable pames that stand
out on their own that 1 can think of in this
music are Jens Johansson and Vitalij Kuprij
(sorry Adina, ha ha!).

Jens Johansson is a great one, Vangelis (because
of his original sounds, he's a genuus!), and Kitaro
(because of the feelmg).

‘What do you think of solo keyboard players
like Mortiis and Varg (cough cough moron
cough cough) Vikernes whe rely more on
and phere' rather than real

1 think all music should be based on emotions and
atmosphere, that's what music's about I'm not
really into these solo key players but | have
respect for them

Any thoughts of dmsln. up in bat wings and
fake ears and nose and r ing solo albums?

How did you get such a strong production
recording those songs yourself?

Our friend recorded it in his studio and this guy
a wizard and a pefectionist so that's why.

When did Spinefarm get in tosch with you
about s record deal?! Was there any other label
interest?

It was right after the recording during the tour of
my other band, Nattvindens Grit. We didn't even
send that demo 1o anyorie else, Spinefarm giving
us such a nice deal

So why Is Ewo known as "The Man'?

Because he is.

How did you find out that your first album had
hit the charts? What were you doing? What
was your reaction?

I was in my room when this guy from the radw
called me and said if he could do an interview
b our album had hit the charts [ was

1f it's something that feels rght to da, Just do it [
don’t mind.

Tell us what was going on In your life around
the time you started up Nightwish.

I had just quit in the obligatory military and | was
till playing i two other metal bands. Nothing
worth mentioning was going on

I understand Nightwish was originally an
acoustic project? How does a synth fit in such a
concept?

Just great. What we did was ‘mood music’ and
synth fit into those moods perfectly. Why not?

1 understand you have no intention of releasing
anything from the acoustic period of the band.
Obviously you must not think they're any good,
blll don't you think that would be an

| suppose we have good ch of I
education Every city has its own music schools
and there are many conservatories all aroun
Finland Only one university level, though,
Sibelis Academy.

How .early did you become involved in music?
What was your first instrument?

My first instrument was the prano, whach [ started
playing at the age of seven A year after that |
joined the mu=ic school and the clarinet became
my mam mstrument [ also attended theory
classes, went 10 a classical orchestra, a juzz band
mnd kept pianc as my 2™ instument

What was the first album you bought? First
metal album? What was the first bund youw
REALLY becume a fun of and why?

The first album | bought was an Ip of a Finnish
rock band Fust metal album, T think was Kiss
Asylum. However, it was Metallica in 1992 who
changed my life to metal. | was a big fan of them
| went to their concert in Kansas City while | was
there as an excange student and after that 1 was
completely hooked.

When did you decide you really wanted to start
making music?

After have been playmng two years in a metal band
[ decided | wanted to do something on my own. |
realized that songwriting was the thing for me

A lot of musicians in the US have really
interesting stories ubout how their fumilies

ible decision when you have a growing
ltnhau that is interested in sll aspects of the
band?
Well, all that’s left of that period are three
(nostalgic, 1 must admat) sorgs. And | have no
nclea where the onginal tapes are so let the songs

WIIH did Tarja become involved? Early on in
this acoustic stage or was it later on after you'd
become a metal band? How did the idea come
about for the more operatic vocal style? It
doesn't sound at all like you just put an ad in
the music paper and it just so happens this
kind of singer answered it.. let's face it, this
kind of actual quality singing is VERY rare
and somewhat over-the-top in this music.

Tana jomned the band for she wanted to try
something different to what she had done before
(pop, soul, spiritual music...) She was a member
already i the acoustic period. She will be an
opera singer one day, for at the moment she's
studying classical smging in Sibelius Academy,
which 15 a university-level music schoal in
Fnland She will specialize n opera from the
beginning of the next semester. She's very
professional as far as her use of vowce s
concerned. Before a live concert she takes two
hours to ‘open the voice.” [t's always fun to listen
to her singing these funny chords

and lalalalaaas in a hotel room! The same goes for

reacted to their ical amt They're
mostly interesting HORROR stories, but... how
was your family as far as being supportive
about music? What do they think of Nightwish
now that it has become ‘Tamous'?

Our parents have been very supportive all this
time. No harror stories here, somry.

By your lyrics you're definitely something of a
romantic and just a big ol softie at heart. (How

Yes. Everyone happy now?

I notice a trend in magazines, and even
fanzines, to feature bands from the same
country as the magazine more frequently, more
in depth, and more favorably. You've certainly
had your space in Suomi Finland Perkele (even
the English edition!). Would you think this is a
more conscious decision to try to strengthen
the 'home town' bands, or a more unconscious
‘we're better than everyone eise’ type of thing?
It also depends, naturally, but [ think most of this
has to do with the fact that magazines want to give
thewr best support for the bands of ther home
country. [ think it's their nght, even duty. And
there's nothing wrong with that.

Do you personally tend to get more excited over
Finnish bands than others? (Hell, *I* get more
excited over Finnish bands than others...)

Pretty much sol [ honestly think that the Finnish
metal scene 1 top class and we have some
awesome bands like Amarphis, Stratovanus,

tul of you, T ! 1 bet you even crack
# smile now and again during rehearsals, ha
ha!) So let's see if | can get away with asking
these questions.. how old were you when you
had your first crush?
What the hell 7 Ok, but you can't be serious.,
not old enough
What was it about the person that attracted
you?
Beauty.
How old you were you when you had your first
date?
16
How did it go?
Pretty good
What one word would you use to describe your
first kiss?
Wet.
Was your first romp in the sack the utter
disaster it was for me and just about everyone I
know?

Can’t remember

Before 1 ask about you becoming & melodic
metal band, 1'd like some perspective of the
scene at the time. Popular myth is that when
HammerFall's first album was released, more
traditionul metal was stone cold dead, and they
awakened everything. When you first decided
to go with the electric guitars and everything,
when was that in relation to the release of
HammerFall? How alive or dead was melodic
metal in Finland at that time?

We had never even heard of Hammerfall when we
turmed to metal. It wasn't such a conmous decision
that ‘let’s do melodic metal!” We merely started
writing new songs and this is what was borm. As
simple as that

When did you first release Angels Fall Firn? Is
it true there were songs on there that are not on
the Spinefarm version of the album? Why were
those left off? Will we ever gel to hear them?

It was released n November '97. The demo
version of it contans two songs that are not on the
actual Amgely Fall First album. (500 copies
limited edition) Agamn, RIP. .

When you first recorded AFF, was it intended
to be a demo to atiract label interest, or as a
sell release to be sold in its own right?

It was supposed to be a (long) demo that we did
just for the fun of it and maybe attract some
labels. However, it tumed out to be something we
had never expected

shacked, and veeceery excited ubout this. It felt
graat!
In my opinion the songs recorded after your
signing ure noticeably better, as u group, than
the ones recorded before. Were you really
advandng ws & composer so quickly that 4
months made that much difference, or was ita
matter of hearing the first batch recorded and
learning quickly what needs to be concentrated
on in your music?
1 guess I'm a fast lcamer. . | hated the mistakes we
had done and 1 didn’t want to repeat them. Also,
our ambition had grown a great deal so we a kind
of wanted to “show off*
The cover on Angels Fall First.. How does it
relate to the title or the material?
A beautiful photograph, calm but strong as the
music on AFF.
As is wsual for your genre, your opening track
Elvenpath is a speedy one, und delivers
everything the band is really about in four and
a hall minutes. However, it is the Iyrics that
evoke the greatest response out of me perhaps
of everything you've ever done, so I have a
bunch of questions inspired by this one alone.
First, the theme mirrors that of Blind
Guardian's song Imaginations From The Other
Side, yet really innocent in scope. How long
have you been into fantasy?
All my life, and even longer, 1 think. Fantasy n all
of us forms 1s such a huge part of my everyday
life
You make a LOT of references throughout
both albums to people and places in the lyrics.
From mentioning Carter in Tutankhamen
Shangri-La in the tile soug, and pleaty more. |
find it odd just b it's body
else seems to do that at all. What's tlit llaluidlg
behind that?
Weird thing, because | never thought it that way.
No special thinking behund that, it's just a natural
thing for me. Using references have the ability to
make the lyrics more mteresting and bring up
questions rather than answers
I first read Lord of the Rings when I was §
years old, and it changed my life. Middle-Earth
sometimes seems so much more real, more
interesting, then the world going on around me.
Are there any fictional worlds which make you
Teel this way?
Oh yea Middle-Earth is my home, too. 1 relate
strongly nto all the fantasy I read but Tolkien is
my all-time big favourite!
Do you think the appeal of these fictional
fantasy worlds is not so much the exotic and,
well, fantastic occurences, but the fact that in
the end everything is resolved with a more or
less 'huppily ever after’ ending?
For me the appeal 15 in the possibilities. 1 can do
and create whatever | desire and nobody can take
this away from me. 1 don’t want to think this issue
through thorougly, fantasy does not need
analyzing.
What do you think of darker fantasy authors
such as Michael Moorcock (Elric, Corum,
Hawkmoon, Yon Bek) or Terry Goodkind
(Sword of Truth series)?
Well, I truly enjoy more the more *fairytale-like’
fantasy, where the pnnce and the gl live happily
ever after. The moment there s supposed to be
some kind of message behind fantasy, ['m through
with it
Willow gets » mention... what fantasy based
movies do you think are well made? |
personally think there are very lew good ones
Conan the Barbarian, Beastmaster 1, Willow,
The Princess Bride, and that's it | think.




Willow is my very favourite! A kind of Tolkien
mp-off, but who cares. | also liked Princess Bride,
e Conan movies and the Star Wars movies, even
though they are more into the sci-fi scene.
What in the world is a Home Gnome? [ huve no
clue and to be honest the idea is a tad goofy... if
you had the song to write all over again, would
sur little gnomish pal still get a mention?

fou bet it would! T don’t mind people laughing at
my lyrics. 1 laugh at them often mysell Stll, they
e written hanestly, about things 1 want to write
shout and never do 1 think whether this fits mto
the listeners big metal heads or not. [ wnile what |
feel like writing A home gnome s a home
gnome, what's so hard m that?! This gnomush pal
of mme i a mythological little creature, a
mmiature Santa Claus, | would say. A very
charming little thing My dear friend. ['m sure you
two would get along just fine!!
And a few other ones I don't recognize... who
are Tapio, Mielikki, and Sparhawk?

some things on it that | really don't like such as
the male vocals, some lyrics, etc.

With this album you've also taken the step to
being ® true, out in front, lesd keyboardist 1
think you've got tons more leads than the
guitars... obviously you don't think too much of
the ‘keyboards don't belong In metal' factions
out there ¢h?

Categonizing stufl is like politics, a necessary evil.
Some people categorize keys outside metal but 1
think they fit the music just geat And while I
compose all the stuff with my keyboards, our
music tends to have a lot of them but we still have
a perfect balmce between the mstruments,

Even with much 'busier’ music, Oceanborn has
been a much bigger commercial success than
Angels Fall First. What s your secret to
success? Why Sacrament of Wilderness as the
first single?

This might sound comy but | beheve our success
has a lot to do with honesty. We really do just

Tapio and Mielikki are the King and Queen of what we want ourselves, musically, lynically and

forests in Finnish mythology. Sparhawk 1s a
character from the book series of ome of my
favourite fantasy authors, David Eddngs.

Where did you take the voice sample from?
From the Lord of the Rings cartoon.

The title track is a slow song. What was the
thought behind making this also the nume of
the album?

Nothing specl, it sounded cool. Actually we had
trouble coming up withe the name for the album
30 we had to take a name of one the songs

imagewise. Sacrament of Wildemess became the
first smgle because it needed to be a rather short
one and it is a song that shows both atmospherical
and heavier sides of Nightwish

With the title Stargazers, | have to ask, are you
by any chance a fun of Rainbow?

I had never heard that Rainbow has a song called
Stargazer before the CD was out! Honestly! I'm
nota big fan of them, just a nice comcidence.
You've got a song called Gethsemane, in the
thankyous you've got ‘The Haunting Beauty of

On both albums you have a pr pation with
Egyptians. What about the sand und pyramids
interests you?

The greatest mystery of mankmd and the
fascinating culture and mythology. That's it

What was  the inspiration  behind
Nymph inc Fantasia? B let me tell
you, castrution is definitely the LAST thing I
waunt to think about when listening to Tarja
sing...

Spwe we... | hate this song You dig and I'll bury
the song, ok?

There's only one thing [ can think of that
would make 2 man write u» song like
..Nightingale... 50 who was she, and does she
know she inspired » song? Or do I have it all

Geth garden, this one's for you.' Once
again, please, spill the beans, what's up?

A very personal song. personal subject. Need I say
more?

Do you sometimes have difficulty with the
lyrics seeing us how you're s male writing at
times romantic lyrics when a woman's going to
be the one singing them?

Never really. Tana relates besutifully to my lyrics
and it has never been a problem. Of course 1 need
to be carcful thatshe will not bs smging ‘please be
my wife” etc

Devil and the Deep Dark Ocean is the most
controversial song you've done, mainly because
s Jucated goofballs. The plat
I've heard aboul this one have been people who

wrong and you just have a happ gi

than I7

This song would make a great competition or
something, | think, because no one has by this day
understood what this song s about!

The Lappi epic... is the first part indicative of
what the acoustic Nightwish period sounded
like? What do Eramaajarvi and Etianen mean?
Eriimaajirvi means ‘The Wildemess Lake’ and

ldn't know Deicide from a running
lawnmower saying that there are 'death vocals’
here. Obviously that's not the case but | was
wondering why the cholce was made to use that
deep vocal style in there? 1 personally think it
works us it creates a little extra spice in the two
songs it's in. Then ugain, | don't mind death
vocals so this Is certainly nothing to get bent
out of shape about...

midnight. This cartoon has always been the
highlight of Christmas Eve for me so it s full of
childhood memones. And the theme song
Walking in the Air, is probably the most beautiful
song I've ever heard H. Blake is an English
composer who wrole the music just for that
cartoon
And a few more band-related questions..
you're credited with the vast majority of the
music and lyrics, but the band is credited as
arranging. How often is it that something
you've come up with is vetoed by the rest of the
band? How different would you say the songs
are from when you first come up with them to
where they end up?
We have our fawr share of disagreements but
usually we work them out. We all respect each
others ‘privacy in his nstrument,’ 1f you know
what | mean. The songs may differ a lot after
arranging process but the soul m them always
remains. We had a fight whether or not
Moondance should be a pant of the album or not
OK, now about Tarju. Every interview [I've
seen, you've hundled it, but every review
(including mine) seem to focus more on herasa
focal point in the band. Obviously having
body so tal d and d ive in the
band is a big plus for getting attention and
pushing Nightwish wowards the top of the heap,
but do you ever worry that she'll lose interest
or at some time have other commitments to
where it is imposaible for her to continue in the
band?
Yes, we have that fear. But Nightwish is very
important to her and the situation 15 very solid at
the moment
1 don’t know opera from a cal in heat I's
obviows Tarjs is s quite gifted vocalist, but
that's ing from a Urock perspective.
Her thing is opera and | have no idea how she
compares with people in that genre. Could you
clue ws in as to how she's judged in that arena?
With continued practice and study, how much
improvement can we expect out of her and how
will you take advantage of that in Nightwish?
She's very young 12 years old, and sull m the
carly stage of her vocal developement so we
haven't heard it all yet She is recognized as a
talent i the professional opera gerre, as well
I understand you were recently in the States...
was it your first time visiting this cultureless
hellhole? What were you doing here? What
pluces did you visit?
How in the world do you know thus? Well, 1t
doesn't matter. | visited the family 1 lived with
during my exchange year i 1992:1993. This was
near Wichita, Kansas, [ also went to Walt Disney
World in Flonda. I'm a Disney fan and a collector

yes, it is an indicative from the acoustic period of Shn, this really annoys me. I've heard a lot of so despite the commercialism, [ loved it there!

Nightwish. Etfmen 15 a wanderng ghost n
Lapland (Finnish mythology)

OK, now on to the Oceanborn album. First, the
cover, It was pointed out to me that if you put
your thumb on the woman's face then the rest
of her looks like a crocodile. Any other almost
funny.or mildly interesting comments you've
heard about it? What's the message that the
owl's carrying?

Not really, the comments have been very positive
sbout the cover, which s based on the Devil and
the Deep Dark Ocean song  Read the lyrics and
be much wiser

Second, what is that outfit Tarja's got on? Not
that I'm compluining (snd not that I'm
mesning to sound like a total horndog, hehe),
but she's the only one that hus had her
presentation lancied up since the first CD.

I'm not sure Some knd of dress, I've heard
comments that she looks like she's on her way to
go milk a cow! Haha!

Actually playing the music shows a strong
development. Stargazers hits me as sounding
kind of Gamma Ray, but with the Finnish
feeling somehow, and with the sense of high

complaints that we use ‘death vocals” and due to
that we are satanic and blablablah If they just
bother to read the lyrics they would realize that
it's the devil and the pharach that are speaking

What would you say are the most striking
differences between the US and Finland?

US: Warm, big, diverse cultures, pollution, warm-
hearted people, junk food, junk metal Finland:

Cold, small, one culture, rather clean nature,
1.

there as an EFFECT. The plots required a deep
male voice so we used one to create here in
two songs, That's it. End of story

Moondance.. WOW! But again, some people
have to ruin the fun, I've seen this called 'great
bar mitzvah music' in at least two different
negative reviews... (don't worry, the zines were
real low-grade, Cannibal Corpse worshippi
stuff anyway, nothing to worry sbout, hehe) It
sounded somewhat Russian o me, but I'll have
to admit I'm pretty much an all-metal gay so
‘traditional' music is nothing more than = guess
to me. Could you explain the influences that
went into this piece?

‘Great Bar Mitzvah music...!!I" hahaha! When 1
read this description [ fell from my char. A very
good one! | don't think [ was mspired by anything
special as far as Moondance & concernad It was
fun to make and fun to record

When you write the music to the songs, are you
putting lyrics lo it as you write? And with
i e

dramn that seems to be runming P
throughout the Italian scene at the moment.
What do you think of your development from
album to album?

Oceanborn 1 heavier, faster and more technical
than its predecessor but still very stmospheric and
bombastic. | think we have grown more mature on
that album mn every way. The songs, the
musicianship and sound quality are all better and
pow | think we've found ouwr true style. Angels
Fall First s n good album as a debut album and it
has 8 suong feeling of honesty in it but there are

ple, at what point was it
decided it would be an instrumental?
1 always have the idea for the song and what it’s
ahout before composng it It's not until final
amangements that [ finish with the lyrics
Moondance never required lyncs, it's supposed to
bea “dance.”
What's the story behind Walking on Air?
The Snowman is a 30-minute cartoon which =
shown every Chnstmas Eve here in Finland for
the last 15 years It's a beautiful tale about a little
boy and a snowman, who comes alive after

el ded people, good metal
I don't know if I have this viewpoint because of
my interests or what, but it seems that the
European peoples have a more profound sense
of history and their own cultural roots.
America seems to not have amy sense of
anything beyond the latest pop culture
sensation. How do you see it?
That's very true!
Dunng my stay m
the States people
asked me
about
Finland. ‘Isn’t it
somewhere near
India? Is the polar
bear your national
food” I mean, no
offence, but you
guys don't Jmow
much about the
world beyond the §
ocean
What does it
mean to chart in
Finland?  Are
you on the
radio? Are you
often recognized
on the street?
What is it like to
be banging out

with friends and one of YOUR SONGS is
suddenly played on the radio? Has your musle
been used in any car commercials yet?

Chart entry means publicity, which 15 a good
thing, We are not that famous, actually. Very few
people recognize us on the streets and the radio
playing sucks. No metal whatsoever on the radio,
even if we hold the top position i the charts. It's
really wewrd. [ heard Sacrament of Wildermess was
played something like 5 times in the national radio
dunng all this tume.

Are you living off of the music? If net, what do
you do for a living? Any problems getting time
off for shows or to tour?

I'm barely living by music. But [ hope we will get
1o the poirt that we wouldn't have to do anything
Taking the tume off @ never a
preblem for anyone except Tara due to her
mtense studies at the Academy.

How many copies of each of your albums have
you sold? Charted anywhere other than
Finland?

Don't know about Amgels Fall First bui
Oceanborn has sold over 60000 copies and s stll
selling very good. It was also charted in Germany,
somewhere around 70 at its best | think

1 saw some pictures in Terrvrizer of one of
your shows. Are the lights and effects »
standard part of the Nightwish live experience?
Depends of the place we're playng . We think
the visual mid to our shows is very mmportant so
we always try to make the lights as good as
possible

Has the band been to Japan yet? Any word of
how they've recieved you?

Nope, maybe next year

You'll be on tour in Europe with Rage about
the time this interview hits in the US. Will this
be your first extended series of shows?

In & way, yes. We did scattered touring in Finland
all year, about 60 gigs, though.

1 don't know the extent of Tarja's activities
within the opera (or your gigging for that
matter!). Has she ever been in the position
where she had to perform night after night to
this extent? Any ideas how she'll cope with the
smoky clubs for s month?

Tana's voice 1s a huge concemn to us. Our biggest
fear on the tour is how her voice stands up. We
did 5 gigs in three days at the Midsummer's
Festival m June and she was practically dymg
after that | Hope everything goes all nght

When can we expect another Nightwish album?
Any mew material in the works? How is the
music progressing?

We're rehearsing our 3rd album all the time. We
have 7 new songs so farand we enter the studio in
January The release should be m May 2000

To follow-up on 4 question 1 asked last time... |
suppose Tarja is still unable to marry me, eh?

1 asked her about it and she almost agreed but then
her boyfriend made a firm statement. Sorry, pal
Well, we've (finally!!) come to the end of the
line. With any luck I didn't bore you/tire
you/piss you off too much with the length.
Anything else you'd like to say to the US fans?
These kind of nterviews make any man an
alecholic. 5till, thanks for the interest and support!
Keep i touch and please send me the issue where
this inteview is! Thanks a lot.

www nightwish.com

www.spnefarm. fi
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THE DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN
CALCOLTNG NENTY < 5

A psycho overiuad of adrenaling-ssaked intensity! New Jersey's DILLINGER ESGAPE PLAN
unveil Calcu/ating Infinity, an unpresedeated, lethal hybrid of metal and hardcore

A calossal cacaphony of Soul-Searing vocals, pile-drivin riffs, unorthodox

percussive punishment and scatlershol speed. co $12 - B 427
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The revolution is at hand! Produced by Ed Rose at Red House Studios,
0:12 Revolution in Just Listening sces COALESCE expounding on their ever-
evolving direction: incredibly raw, psychotic vocals incessantly punish the
listener while explosively chaotic guitars and left-of-center rhythms and
grooves mesmerize and manifest in the most devastating manner. There is
no safe place ¥o escape COALESCE's innovative impatience! ’
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Goodbye Cruel Worid

Goodbye Cruel World (live from planet
Earth +13) serves as the final testimonial
and a most fitting epitaph ta the band
that redefined the grindcore genre both
musically and:lyrically. Rest in Peace.

2 live & rare dises for the price of 1/
; 2xCD $12 - RR 6425
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Real anger. Real hatred. Real songs. TUDAY IS THE DAY absorb
negative energy and spit it back in your face with the subtlety of the
world's end. If the millennium indeed brings thé downfall of humanity,
In the Eyes of God will be the funeral march for the masses.

CD $12, LP $10 - RR 6424

Also from TODAY IS THE DAY Temple of the Morning Star CD $12, LP $10 - RR 6364
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Times of Grace

“Troubling and difficull, sometimes lucid
and overwhelming, Times of Grace spans
the finer points of whai NEUROSIS has
anly hinted at for years. A throtiling,
awesome experience."

~MeTaL Maniacs
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Take cover or be destroyed! Virginia's vicious grindcore behemoths AGORAPHOBIC
NOSEBLEED and Boston kill-team CONVERGE administer 15 tracks of hypersonic
fury and hardcore hostility! This split CD of auditory warfare showcases two of
extreme music’s most vicious visionaries, bombarding the listener with sweeping
bursts of speed, blistering breakdowns and frenzied vocal punishments.
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Are you kidding me? You don't kmow Opeth?
LotFP 15 the Opeth shrine because Opeth simply
are THE best band to ever record music. You're
mot quite believing me, are you? Some would say
that by pushing this band so hard I cause
skepticism and doubt in my readers. Well fine,
people. We 'l just have to do this another way. On
Blackened 1l there is an Opeth song. On the
Firestarter and Identity 5 comps there are Opeth
songy. Orchid, Mormngrise, and My Arms Your
Hearse are available through any music store in
the USA. Still Life will be soon. Pick one. Any one.
Lay back with the headphones, and LISTEN TO
THE MUSIC! My hype is justified. Those who
have heard already know. All I want you to do 15
give them a chance. You need to be patient. 10
minute plus progressive journeys of alternafing
beauty and brutality, complex structires, yet very
accessible themes are to be had here, You can
listen to this band on 5o many levels. It's there.
It’s all there! Every Opeth album has been a
masyive achievement for oll of metal, and in the
years fo come Cpeth's name will mentioned
alongside the already established masters of
metal. Buy Cpeth albums. And especrally buy Snll
Life, the new album an Peaceville in Ewrape. It's
worth it. Promise, Without further ado, here is
Mikael Akerfeldt, muvical visionnary and all
around coal guy.

How are you today?

I'm fine. [ didn't expect to do interviews today so |
completely forgot about them | was having a
good time, going mto town. It all got ruined. But
I'm fine

Oh great, | ruined your day!

Pm getting used to that Its my Sth day of
mterviews. Maybe 1 did 20 mterviews for the
Jast albwm. On this, it's over 100 already

That's a good sign.

B is. That's what happes with Music For
Nations domg it Everyone wants to do an
mterview. I've been speaking to everyone It's
amazmg. At first [ thought it was cool to have a
response and everything but it's all barm;nﬁcr
awhile. They all ask the same questiors’ after
awhile

Hopefully I've got hing u little different.
First off, | talked to Lazare of Solefald
yesterday, and | asked him if he hud any
questions for you, he said he had a couple and
be said he hoped you'd take these in good jest.
First one was if you were aware that the
melodies (n  Orchid resembled German
drinking songs.

<laughs> That's pretty cool

The other one was since he hadn't heard
anything since Orchid, 1 bad to bitch him out
for that, he wondered if you'd learned to end
song on time yet.

No... we still haven't figured that out. <laughs>
And for my first real question. Do you have s
statement for the poor saps who mistak

never been a huge Motorhead fan. They're
legendary and sl that shit bt Yngwie is the
fucking man! Have you heard his latest alum?
Totally back to the roots. The three first albums
are jewels in my collection. This one was a retum
to those albums. They even have the singer from
the third album [Mark Beals s the singer,
Trilogy the album- ed]. 1 was blown sway. Fast,
evil nffing! Motorhead is the same all the time
You'll have to go with Yngwie. When [ have
people over and we get drunk. 1 put on the track
Far Beyond the Sun by Yngwie, and that has the
best, most classic ending of all songs ever done
[Later note: | didn't get to go. Missed
Motorhead too. That was not o fun weekend.
Long story. Short version: Crowbar SUCKS.-
ed]

What I'm seeing in the press aguin for you guys
is the same thing that happened for the last
album. Terrorizer is probably the most
influential I see this in, but you're thrown into
the In Flames, Dark Tranquillity melodic metal
crowd. | suppose it's better than better than
being thrown in with the Dark Funeral and
Marduk crowd that you used to be pigeonholed
as, but what's your take on being thrown in
with Gothenburg metal?

It's an easy way out for pecple to describe the
music, Everybody listenmg exclusively to both
bands don't see the sumilarities. Jt was

mainly  for the first,
maybe the

second

albums

A.nd_un. thew smger, called me vesterday. They're

believe Dream Theater is releasing llnbﬂlnd
most progressive metal album this month [the
interview was done October 21- ed|?

I donls know. | think Dream Theater s a good
band but I don't count Opeth in that progressive
scene. We're not into the progresswe metal
category that way, soundmng like Dream Theater
or Fates Warning. I'm not sure. I've seen Dream
Theater live twice, and they are a great lve band, 1
like some of thew records as well | wouldn't
compare us 1o that kind of band, even though most
people do. They're progressive in a different kind
of way. They're progressive in the more traditional
way, m that they are very talented musicians and
fast solos and hugh pitched vocals. That's not for
me.

1 just remember that one song they did with the
vocalist for Napalm Death.

That was the live album?

Yeah, that one with the covers they did.

Also with the guitarist from Yes, Steve Howe?
Yeah. Guys from Marillion too, A whole bunch
of guests. England gets all the cool shows.
Judgement call from you mow. On Halloween,
Motorhead is playing in Atlanta. The same day,
Yogwie Malmsteen is playing down where my
family lives in Floridu, opening his world tour.
Which show should I go to?
Yogwie, for god's sakel Have you seen him
before?

No.

Then you have to go! Motorhead s a cool,
Isgendary band and everythmg but 's all the
same. I've scen them a couple of tunes and I've

g to Stockholm. I'm gong to see them
tomorrow with Dark Tranculhity
That's with Children of Bodom and Arch
Enemy?
Yeah, bt Children of Bodom aren't playmng
Apparently their drummer 15 m a soap opera. They
have to go back home so he can be his character,
Arch Enemy are gong to Japan [ think. So it's In
Flames, Dark Tranquility, a band called
CryHavoe, and (rardenian
I wish something like thst would tour the
States!
[sn't Atlanta a big place where everybody goes?
No. The people booking the clubs figure even
with bands like Mercyful Fate that there's no
interest, no money to be made. I'm like "What
do you mean?'
The States is a hard market to break through. All
the heavy metal is coming back, especially here m
Europe. It's amazi:g But it's got to happen n the
States as well Give it a couple of years
It's funny over here. Some states you can do
some things in. Last year somebody brought
over Helloween for » one off in New York and I
heard it drew a good erowd. We had un Iced
Earth and Nevermore tour and in some cities
they drew 400-500 people and in some cities
they had 20 or 30.
Most people [ speak to that have toured the States
say the same thing They can have mostly
disastrous gigs that nobody shows up for, and then
a lot of cool gigs. 1 think maybe it's better 1o do a
one off gig that's secure. [fyou've got fans all over
the entire country it's a problem if you just do one
&g though

It's impossible to get any attention in real
medis. Metal media s it's own ghetto. Even if
something major is going on, it's impossible to
get any proper media. People see it's metal, so
they ignore. Anyway, what were some of the
most and least pleasing things you saw in the
press sbout My Army Fowr Hearse?
We got a collection of reviews from Century
Media in the US, and | can't remember the name
of the mag, but he totally msunderstood. He sad
There's no grnd m here. Where's the brutality,
dude? He ddn’t understand, he thought we were
wankers. | don't care too much If we get a bad
review, 90% of them are written by a reviwer who
listens to old Napalm Death and Sore Throat or
something like Bad Religion. We just back a
review from the Swedish magazine Close Up. The
editor hates us. | thmk he hates me personally, 1
don't know. They have a soundcheck section
where some of the writers get to write down a few
lmes about a few albums. He was really taking a
piss, and | was so mad. I'd never met him before.
Throughout the issue he threw in bits and pieces,
His best write now, Cannibal Corpse has a new
album and m his review he says Listen and Jeam,
Opeth'
To the new Cannibal Corpse?
Yes. 1 then met hun at a pub and he was just as big
an asshole. Some people have to be rude
If he's actually mentioning you during other
reviews, that's good. It makes you s bigger
deal.
It fieels like it's 4 case of, not jealousy becanse he's
not & musician humself, but he just made up his
mmnd that he has to hate this band He has o,
He might like it but he has to
write down that

hates it
Usually when I get a bad
review [ think 'Oh, that's an asshole
anyway." The good reviews are normal, you know
what 1 mean?
So you huven't gotten that thorough, negative
bad review from someone that knows what
they're talking about?
No. It doesn't matter. The thing | hate most about
bad reviews i1s when they give constructive
criticism. That doesn't feel night to me. Who 15 he
to tell me what to do? He's not in the band! What
can he know? This 15 my band, nobody knows
better than me. He’s taking the piss to the extra
level. That constructive cniticism, | really really
hate that. | actually prefer This band & fuckmg
shit!', period
So what's wrong with early Napalm Death and
Sore Throat?
There's nothing wreng with it T've listenied to that
stuff as well. Hammy, the Peaceville manager, he
played drums with Sore Throat. [ used to listen to
grindeore, but if you only listen 1o grindcore and
can't open up to other kinds of music, obviously
you won't like Opeth.
Grindcrusher was basically how I got into
metal,
1 wanted to listen to everything extreme. That was
10 years ago. Obviously I'm lstening to other
kands of music now
That was cool in Grindcrusher, Sore Throat
was the band with the cuckoo clock.
Their album had 101 songs. Tt was like Tirk! Eek!
Bulpl and there's 3 tracks It was pretty cool
Hammy was playmg the drums, that's fucling
classic! When | talked to him [ said You're the
Sore Throat drummer aren't you? and he's like 'Oh
fucking shut up!' He's totally embamssed by thal.
I've been reading old interviews of yours, and
I've gone and bought old used vinyl copies of
Cam¢l and Bo Hansson. Unfortunately, in the 8
months I've had them, [ still baven't found
anybody with u turntable. What am 1 missing
on those records?

You're mussing it all, you know? It's pretty hard.
Camel 15 pretty much the casiest band to get mto,
Everybody loves them Everybody | play it 10 1
totally blown away. Even on the first listen! [
think you will be as well. You have to get yourself
a record player! Bo Hansson (Hahn-sen) is very
hard. It's like soundtrack music. Pretty obacure
and drug nfested It's pretty cool. What Camel
album do you have?
Raind The Bo H is Magician's Hat.
Raindances has one really cool track on there
Fuck, 1 can't remember the name! It was therr first
ane with 2 new lineup They brought in a ficking
sax player or something like that. Moon Madness
is their peak, their magnum opus for me. That's
the album before Raindances. Raindances is
prety much OK, but if you find Moon Madness
you should pick it up
You read all the interviews with these
European bands who say "Vinyl is the only
TRUE format' and 1 don't know anybody here
with a record player!
If's getting to be a trend, to release your albums on
vinyl. | wouldn't mind, I'm a total fucking vinyl
freak myself I collect them. [t would be a dream
come true to have an Opeth vinyl album for me.
Not to piay it, just 1 have it Stuck m my
collection between Ozzy Osboume and
Onslaught!
You never had anything on vinyl?
1 heard there should be a picture disc of the first
album. Its a bootleg, | haven't seen it myself
Some limited edition
I wanted to know how to pronounce some
people's names properly. 1 figured you're the
person toask. How do you say your last name?
Akerfeldt (OAKerfelt, basically)
And your co pirators in Bl
Dan Swano (Don Zrvansh), Anders Nystrom
(Ahnderz NEE-strom), Jonas Renske (YOANahs
Rinsk)
Nobody over here has a clue. And as it turns
out I've NEVER heard any of those names said
properly.
Me too. When I'm speaking Enghsh [ have to
ntroduce myself as Michael Ackerfelled' and it's
totally wrong. Otherwise people won't undertand
what you're saying
Now 1 get to be the snob. <in a real snooty
volce> 'No, you're saying that wrong!'
<we laugh>
It's been almost a year since | emuailed you that
monster of an interview to you last year. How
huve things gone for you?
Very many thngs happened | can't remember
where | was when 1 did that interview but [ had a
very tough time after My Arms. We didn't get any
money, | didn't have anywhere to lve, no food,
nothung basically. Whien we signed to Peaceville it
all happened for me mnstantly. | have a pretty cool
place to live, I have money m my pocket. Apart
from going from nothing to OK, we haven't been
doing anything No tourng for that album: We
yust. uamd to write 2 new album. Been doing
g out lly, Just NOTHING
That's what I do, all day long 1 almost have a bad
conscience. | wake up at lam and tum on the
television, look at a few soap operss, fall asleep
on the couch, wake up at 5.
The glamorous life of a rock star!
Mo, not arock star. We have all the drunks outside
and everything, so my life 15 far from a rock star
life.
1 know the Steel 7 hus been out for awhile, but
again, no turntable so it would be silly to get it
Any plans to put that on CD?
I don't think so. It's Dan's thing, he's the one who
fixed it for the picture 7" 1 don't know, | don't
hope so! It was just for fiun. People will get the
impression that both Bloodbath and Steel are
100% seriouis but it's st for fun Bloodbath
wasn't meant to be released. We were pissed up,
we totally drank. We were invited down to Dan's
place for a party, me, Jonas, Anders. We went
down and he said Let's record some death metal
tracks Yeah, Bloodbath!” We got totally fuckng
hammered. 1 threw up an hour before 1 was
supposed to sng Anders disappeared the night
before, out in the snow. We had to go look for
him. We found him totally dnnk in a staircase or
something of a fuckng old howe It was a
disaster, that recording! It wasn't intended to be
released But after awhile, it was pretty cooll It
was what death metal sounded like a couple years
back. We thought Maybe we can make some

dhath?




money out of this!' Just being assholes. Century When 1 hear a Katatonia album 1 just want to
Media was mterested, so... get everyone together and give them all » big
There's an inspirational story for death metal group hug.

bands. "These guys get a worldwide record deal <laughs> That's nice/

being pissed up drunk and we can't get It doesn't sound pleasant.

anything!' Jonas is like that. | think he's one of the best lynic
<laughs> We were so drunk! It was almost drunk writers in the world And the music that Anders
1 ever was! It was a guy turmning 40, we didn't does is custom made for the lyrics. They go along
know him and we were invited o his party so well. Jonas is my best frend in the world and 1
anyway. We just drank all the booze and ate all know him very personally so | understand what he
the food Anders even made a pass on his means, even though he's not as miserable as he
girlfrnend! It was temmiblel sounds. He has a very special way of thinking
What are some of the highlights and lowlights He's fucking paranoid! Paranoid of everything!
of that CD? His neighbors! Everythmg.

The lynics are really finny. We haven't sent the Here's to nutty musicians!

lynics to Century Media Maybe they'd delete it if He don't want to go out to work or do anything
they saw the lyrics! They're totally zombie! The He just wants to sit home and listen to lo-fi
first track is called <in a 'metal’ voice> Breeding country

Death! It 1s basically just Death! The lyrics are Peaceville must love that! How has life been on
about Death! The secord track 15 called Omnious Peaceville as compared to Candlelight?

Blood Vomit. It's about a guy being force fed It's been very beneficial so far It's so fresh so I
glass, and he starts to throw it up. The last track 18 can't say too much sbout it but so far I'm very
Funous Fumorcus Bug It's about a guy being happy. They do everything on time, scting so
baked mn an oven by zombies.There's a line in professional It's a big pressure because since
there "Served up as a three course dinner... yuck!" they're so professional | feel 1 have to be
It's the highlight, if you can figure them out. The professional  the  same .
bad side 1 it isn't that nteresting after 20 listens. y
We listened 1o it a lot afler we got the tape back
home. After awhile it's just death metal Nothing
mnovative. Just death metal from Stockholm.
People ihouldn't expect some bramstorm
progressive collaboration between Edge of Sanity
and Katatorua and Opeth. [t's far from that.

I can see all the US reviews now. 'This is what
all these guys should sound like!"

<laughs> [t's a cool release. If it would have been
released m 1989 or 90, it would have been an
mstant classic. [t does sound wvery very
professional, Steel sounds like it was done m
1986, It sounds professional, but it's not
mnovative,

And who does what on that CD?

I'm the vocalist, Anders on guitar, Jonas on bass,
Dan on drums

Did Fireheart ever go snywhere?

When | speak with Dan on the phone it's like
‘What's going on with Fircheart™ He's like "We
have to do that soon!' He's always busy. If I'm
mvited down to ther place we might record
something And | have Sorskogen as well that T §
want to record a8 few more tracks with. [ den't
know what's going to happen with Fireheart We
might record soon but there are no actual tracks. It
would also be just for fun. It's Dan's thing, he's
always doing those strange things. We're supposed
to have nicknames, he's Dan Fire and I'm Mike
Heart.

The joys of having a studio in your basement! 1
have that Odyssey CD he did and I'm thinking
‘He's only doing one of these? BASTARD!' Is
there anything set for a proper release of
Sorskogen?

1 den't know. I'm personally signed to Peaceville. 1
can't record for any other label. I'm not sure if Candlelight, it was like a friend releasing our

back  With

Hammy would be interested. It's for the fiture to
say. [ wouldn't say I'm not senious because I really
like the tracks I've done, but it won't be a priority.
1t'll be something | do in my spare time. If it gets
released it will have to be on Peaceville

Is it material that will become dated if it sits
arcund for a year?

1 don't think so. It's not gong with any trends. It's
not progressive metal, it's progressive rock. It
sounds very much like Camel. It's totally untrendy
so | think it will survive a couple of years It
would be for me personally that it would sound
stale. If [ put out something, 1t might be new
recordings of everything I've done

You had involvement with the recording of the
new Katatonia, producing the vocals. How did
that go?

It was tougher. The first one, on Discouraged

albums. They didn't have that professional edge
Still, Candlelzght did many good things for us. We
wouldn't be where we are if it wasn't for them. It's
a totally different league. Music For Nations are
distnbuting and promoting this one, and they are a
classic label Hammy has had a few classic
relenses, It's might and day basically. | lked that
friendship level I've become friends with Hammy
now and some guys with Music For Nations. It's
way different than how it was for Candlelight
Ready for that huge increase in sales?

I uy not w think about that. I don't know what
kind of pressure Hammy gets from Music For
Nations as far as what our album has to sell. He
called me up yesterday to say pre-sales for this
album were amazng This s going to do good
things for us We have proper distribution and
everything. Of course | wouldnt mind making a

Ones, it was by mistake | was there i the studios.
They didr't know what to do, and they asked me, you have the finances, it's great. I'd be stupid if
and | ended up being there. This tme it was thought something else. Of course [ have to sell
planned They had NO vocal lines this time either. more records but | try not to think about that
I worked with them for two weeks just working all We're not going to sell our souls or anything.
the time. It was tough It got personal emotions We're going to continue the same way we always
mvolved. Me and Anders were arguing, and Jonas have. If we sell more records, cool.

was just wanting to go to the coffes room and Any clue as to the status for US release?

down. They're selling Cradle of Filth, Anathema,
Katstonia, ourselves, and a few more bands. You
can imagine that's a big deal for the States. [ don't
kmnow who's putting it out.

Did you have any other options besides
Peaceville that were comparable?

Yedh! | basically had the pen m my hand to sign
to Earache. Then we got the deal with Peaceville.
We had been talking to Earache for a month. We
almost finished signing with them and then at the
11th hour we got the deal from Hammy We had
been talking to Century Media, obvicusly, but
strangely enough they didn't follow it up. They
gave me one phone call from the German office. 1
cant remember the guy's nsme, he said 'OK
Mikael, what did you want for a deal with Century
Media?” And then he didn't call me again. They
didn't follow it up. I know the US office are Opeth
freaks, but the German office, | don't know.
Nuclear Blast didn't even call me. And of course
there were many labels the same size as
Candlelight Candlelight wanted us to re-syn as
well, There were options but Hammy and
Peaceville had the best offer.

Oh man, you didn't go with Earache? We're
notl poing pet that Mortiis, Ultraviolence,

Opeth tour now.
I'm pretty glad we didn't sign to Earache now
because we've heard so many strange things sbout

them. They are an independent label. Py
and Music For Nations 3 owned by Zomba
Records, and they have Backstreet Boys and
Britney Spears. They have the finances.

1 did mot know that!

Wie're their new boy band, ha:n:nlly New Kids on
the Block!

Cool! I figure we should talk about the new
album, S6ll Life. There's y about

Everybody thought they were onto something
when somebody pulled out the Van Der Grual
Generator lyrics and they could have fit. That's
it
I have that album. [t's no big deal [t's so commeon.
Still Life is not hyper original. [ might have gotten
from there. The reason | picked that title is when |
sent the lynies to Travis Smith to do the cover ar,
1 got the picture back from hum and was looking st
it on my computer and | thought "Stll Life. That's
itl" It was the first thing 1 thought of 1 was
messing things up coming up with more
complicated titles, but Sull Life was what felt
night
I understand there were
artwark with Travis Smith?
There were no problems or anything The cover
picture was the first picture | saw from him. We
mstantly decided on that one. Then there were
discussions about colors. He did 20, 30 pictures
for this album We used 3, and altered all the
pictures, 1 had some mput there. We've been
working lots with the cover. [ got the record
yesterday. It came out really good. Very close to
what [ planned.
It is a lot busier than previous artworle
Yes, We shot the cover for My Adrms ourselves
Morningrise was a picture we found mn the
. On Orchid, we fucking imported a
flower from Holland to have a photographer
shoot it, because you can't get cpshids
Sweden. It was very good for me this time
because [ didn't have time to work on the cover
miyself It was really good to have an artistic eye
like Travis take care of it
Have the Eurcpeans finally pinned you down
to putting your logo on the cover?
B It wasn't anyone's d other than
The thing with the logo is bamically a mistake
We tied to put the logo on the first one, the
logo I bad made. It didn't look good So we
didnt use it We continued the same way
through the third album. But with this, the cover
looked better with the logo. 1 told Hammy The
previous covers didn't have the loge on the
covers, Is that a problem? He's like 'Ah, ubm,
would it be very bad for you to have the logo on
there” The fanatic Opeth fans are crazy,
though! They react to the smallest thing Like if
the logo 1s on the cover they go Fuck! What's
happened with the band™ The reason we used it
on this album, the logo 18 beautiful, and Hammy
wanted it on. He didn't demand that, though So
we were like 'OK.'
Either put it on the artwork, or they'll put it
on asticker, Your choice!
Yeah, always on a fucking sticker! With My
Armu the sticker was awful. Low quality with
the old logo. Really really awful I'm glad we
don't have to have stickers on this one
After taking in S6ll Life, if you had to pick
one, would you agree that My Arms Your
Hearse would be least like the others?
I think so. But My Arms was essential for the
making of Stll Life It was a steppmg stone for us
o move to different things. It was very aggressive,
moving away from the twin guitar harmonies. We
still have that, but we use a lot more nffing My
Arms, | don't know why it came out the way 1t did
It's just what happened. We had a new drummer,
and we was just.. Now I've been working with
hum, so he's more like Anders [Nordin, ex-Opeth
drummer- ed]. He can play more aggressively
than Anders could but he also can play in a very
llow and laid back way. On My Arms he was

issues with the

where you ripped the name from. The first
thing people think of, but everyone hopes you
didn't get it from, was the Fates Warning live
album last year.

1 saw that. | got s mailing list from Brave Words
and Bloody Knuckles and it had Fates Wammng
Still Life on nt and 1 said Fuck!' I've never been

few more bucks and going out on tour more. If into Fates Waming. On the other hand there are so

many albums out there called Sull Life, and so
many tracks too We're just another one They
have it on an Iron Maiden album, the Van Der
Greaf Generator, there was even a band called
Still Life in the 70s that released a self titled
uibmn 1 really like the title though. It's a classic

drink coffee and not work. It was a mess. It came | don't know. | know they're talking to a couple of T'hirnl!rlliénnng..

out good at the end of the day but it was hard different labels. I've been discussing with them
work. Discouraged Ones was pretty easy. I'm not We've been working with Century Media for our 3
sure if I'm gomng to do it again if they ask me. previous albums and I really want to contnue with

I can't say | wasn't influenced by that [ have that
track in my head constantly! I've had that record
for ages now. It wasn't like when | came up with

like a fucking bomb! He just wanted to blast! It
has to do with the dnunming. My Arms was very
energetic. The materal itself, it's not 1 had plans o
change anything, it's just how it came out Maybe
I got sick of domng that kind of twin guitar
melodies and that one string thing. 1 don't know.
There's a sense of Opeth fans, over here at
least, that yes it was a very good album, but not
the best Opeth album.

It's always different. Many fans have Morningrise
as their favorite album. That's OK| But loads also
have My Arms as their favorite Especially
Americans! Buropeans have Morningrise. Now
with Snill Life, this may be a new favonte for
many fans [t's pretty much as diverse as
Morningrise was, with the aggressive energy of
My Arms, ulso 8 new dimension added to it |
really hope it will be a new favorite. It deserves o
be. 1 don't blame pecple to have a favorite album.

them. I basically have no say though It's all a the title that 1 thought nobody had ever used that I'm really glad, but it gets irritating if everything is

money question. It's a big deal, a big deal going

name before.

compared to Morningrise all the tine,



The new one definitely could be a favorite, but
it is time that decides that sort of thing, not just
saying 'Hey, that's a cool riff)' We'll see... s0 4
slbums and half a decade into your recording
career, what do you see as your goal with

Opeth?

I don't think of goals with Opeth. We achieved a
goal when we signed to Peaceville and Music For
Nations. That's the biggest of underground labels
I'm able to live off of the music. Barely. But I
reached that goal with the music. 1 don't think too
much about the music, 1 don't care, 1 just wnte. [
don't plan future albums. | don't think sbout big
orchestrations or & movie soundtrack. If it happens
it happens. 1 don't think too much about goals
We'll continue as always. Each album we've made
a different kind of album and it wall continue to be
that way. If I'm getting pressure to do something
special, it will end up being shite! So | just have to
kick back and take it easy. Concentrate on wriling
music | like Just contnue as | always have
Getting records from a favorite band, it is
something that should always be a pure joy.
These days, it's almost Russian Roulette. I've
been hearing from Queensryche and Megadeth
fans lately und they are not pleased!

I haven't heard thew new albums. Queensryche
lost it for me when Chns DeGarmo left 1 know
what you meun

You have a following where the fans are into
your band. | mean REALLY into your band as
THE favorite band. Do you feel you're painting
yourself into a corner by releasing these four
llent but fairly
I don't know how that could be a bad thmg! I'm a
big fan of the band myself I want to record my
own favorite albums. | listen to the albums at
home! We'll contmue doing albums that are
honest with ourselves, that won't follow any
trends. There won't be any big shocking things. |
don't think we've painted purselves into a comer
because our music style 15 so wide. We have
severa] different oppotiies with: each album, 1
don't feel any pressure. It has always come
naturally to us. It will continue like that Always
with the fans, especially if they are real fanatics
like some of our fans, when they put out a new
albums you can expect a lot of, like Tt's not a new
Mormingrise album!' and all that. But I don't play
for the fans. [ play for myself The fans are just a
good thing that we got with us by playng music
for ourselves It will always be like that as long as
we exist. The fans can take it or leave it [ can't
care less about what the fans think we're going to
do. | just want them to give every album that
comes out a chance. They wouldn't be happy 1if we
Just played everything into their hands
I remember when I first started posting things
ubout the new album on the newsgroups, there
wans this excitement, the "You bastard you hsve
it early!' and this relief when it was revealed
there were no clectronic remixes or uny of that
nonsense. Things are changing so quickly in
music that album to album with the same
bandsit's hard to have somebody to believe in.
I know what you mean. If you look back at Black
Sabbath and Judas Priest, they released fucking 10
albums that have sumilarities with no big changes!
The reason we are the same is because we were
done searchmg for the style we wanted to have
long before we recorded the first album. We've
been around under this pame since 1990 We
started to writing the fint album m 1991! We
were done searching Bands that change so
racheally so much between each album haven't
found ther style. In Opethwe all feel very content
with the style because it's so wide [ don't even
have the urge! That's why all the side projects are
just for fun 1 don't have the need to live out
mfluences n the mde projects. | can put
everything mto Opeth. We'll contmue in our style
Wie're not gaing to be techno or anything like that
I don't listen to music like that. I'm still the same

guy I was when | recorded the first album Of Serenity Painted Death there's this big

course | listen to new bands all the tune but | have
a specific taste n music. We're not gong to be
Busta Rhymes on the next album.

<laughs> That is lly very good to hear.
Anyway, this album 1 think is the first one
where your voice is excellent because it's an
excellent voice, and not because of the way it's
used within the song. Up to this point it was
great when it was put in there, but this time
your voice is just strong. Would you agree with
that sssesament? [OK, | must have sounded

like = big horse's ass here because what I meunt
here, but didn't say, was his clean singing voice.
He must have thought 1 was 10 shades of
fucked up if he thought I meant his growling as
well...! And let me clarify further. You know

but they spend the mght together. It isn't written
anywhere but that's what | was thinking when [
wrote it For Serenity Painted Death, when he
wakes up she's gone. All this time he's been
hunted by the council that runs the place. They've

how Dun Swano on the Nightingale Br
Shadow album had a good voice but it wasn't
completely 'there’ yet? That's what I meant
about Mikael's voice previous to this album, so
don't send me hate mail over it!- ed]

Yeah, 1 think so With each recording I've been
more confident with myself, even though I don't
practice anything! | know the routine m the studio.
I can't be embarassed for anything, 1 just have to
sing my fucking heart out! You have to live with
the album, you can't be emkb 1 It's definitely

pected that it's him, they didnt know at first
because it's 15 years later and they didn't
recognize hum. They also knew about his past with
Melinda so they start to suspect her, that she's
committing adultery. So she's gone, she's taken by
the comeil and she's executed before his eyes
That's the metaphor for Serenity Pamted Death.
CObviously he loses his mind when he sees this so
it's a battle between him and the outside world,
which results in lum bemg beasten down and

a confidence question. On the first album [ wasn't
very confident, | was singmg very low, [ didat
have power in the voice. For this album, 1 wanted
the best for everything.

It sounds very natural. Anyway, I just got on
the internet and did » CDNow search of the
title Still Life. There's albums called Still Life
from the Connells, Friends Lovers and
Families, the Rolling Stones, something called
Charnett MofTeL

Yesh, there's a lat!

What exactly does the name mean to you will
you use it?

It's not the art form, Actually | don't know why 1
came up with it and wanted to call the album Sall
Life. Tt didn't have much of a connection with the
story but it had to be the nght utle because 1t was
the first one | came up with. [ wanted to look upon
Sull Life as Calm Life, or even Dead Life. You
can create your own meamng. | didn't use i to be
like the art form.

This is another concept ulbum. Is it or is
it mot a direct continuation from My .
Arms Your Hearse?

Itsnot. It s a new story.

There's a couple places where it might
be, with it beginning with body
relurning.

It could be. It wasn't written that way
though

Could you give an overview of the story?
I wanted to have simple theme | chose 3
good versus evil. But to make it more
interesting, what people nommally look
upon as good, | warted that to be the bad
part, end vice-versa The main character
has no name. I don't know why, 1 just didnt 2
name him He's & born and raised Christian,
After a couple of years he questions his
fuith because he hasn't seen my real signs 2
that 1t actually exists This is not present ¥
day, this i way back in time, by the way.
But this makes him a heretic (o the rest of
the commumty It results m hun being
bamished from town for guestioning the
supreme religion. The album starts when
hes coming back after seversl years. The
reason he's commg back 1s not revenge or §
anything, but for Melinda, his old beloved
grlfnend He's coming back to take her
with him. That's the storyline, but of course
many bad things start to happen

Can't have a happy story in Opethland!
Oh no, no. It has some positive sides but
i's not a good ending When 1 told the story
to people, they were so unpressed. They
were really like children around the fire and
1 was the storyteller. When | came to the
end they were lke No! Nol' It was pretty
funny

I haven't had a copy of the lyrics for all
that long, so you don't get the line by line
analysis this time [I think he may have
decided there i a God after all when 1|
told him that, ha ha- ed], but for me the
turning point of the album where
everything happ is Face of Melind
the calm song, and as soon as it hits

drop and everything goes straight to hell,
with the music reflecting that.

Right. Face of Melinda 1s his first meeting
with her after all these years. This is the
first thymmg track I've done. | don't know
why, [ just wanted to try it out. But she's
move on with her life since he left, and she
started over and has a husband Dunng that
meeting she's more or less agreed to come
with him. The last lime 18 My promise is
made but my heart w thine' It's not clear

hackled and being thrown in the dingeons. As |
said it's not & good ending. you can figure it out
from there

"The noose is tied, 3 murmur rolls through the
crowd' in White Cluster. Yeah, Uplifting stufl?
I Mfigured it was something like that, with the
shit hitting the fan. In White Cluster you have
that wild soloing in the middle, T know this s
absolutely the wrong term but it sounds like
Oriental or Middle Eastern tones, it's one of
those things | think was missing from My Arms
Your Hearse, but you have a lot of things like
that in this one. That's just the one that sticks
out now.

| wanted to have crazy, crazy leads. The first lead
on Godhead's Lament is one of my favorites. It's
like an evil clown coming out, diddly-doo diddly-
doo diddly-doo! I wrote that intentwonally to be
out of tune, to play two notes nght next to each
other. Really homble if you know what | mean.
I'm satisfied with the leads

The production is much brighter and clearer

on this album. What went into the recording
process this time?

I don't know! I don't say that much about the
sound settings. We had Frednk [Nordstrom)]
coming over, we recarded this album entirely by
ourselves, we engineered it alone for six weeks!
We recorded each other, But the recording levels
were set by Fredrik. He set the guitar sounds and
we recorded the rhythm guitar four times and
dubbed that. We didn't put much distortion on the
guitar. But at the end of the day, after three more
overdubs, it would be really heavy but still clean.
My Arms Your Hearses production was a bit
muddy, people were complaming that they
couldn't hear what we were playing m some parts,
This is totally different in that you can hear
everything but it's sull totally heavy.

Last time it was almost as if you were
recording in a cave, it was claustrophobic, and
now you're out in a field or something.

1 wanted a clear sound because the nffs on this
album are so fucking complicated that it has to be
a clear sound to hear anything, This recording was
the worst. Even though | wrote all the music I had
some problems putting down the guitar parts
Some of the nffs, like the Morbid Angel nffs mn
Serenuty Painted Death, the refram, that niff i1s so
hard to play! You needed to have a cleaner sound
to have everything coming in front.

Considering you haven't played out in awhile,
if this is more complicated, how is that going to
play off live?

It won't be a problem. We have to start rehearsing,
We'll have to rehearse for a long tume. ['ve
forgotten all of the old tracks. I'll have to listen to
the albums and pick n out [ve forgotten
everything! For the new matenal it won't be a



problem. 1 don't write music | don’t play. Evenf |
have to work at it to play some nffs it's not a big
problam

1 find myself comparing Sall Life to My Arms
Your Hearse more than I compare it to the
earlier albums. It seems more laid back. Even
the more violent elements are just building a
mood instead of a Slayer type of attack.

I's more heavy, instead of fast. 1 wanted the
aggressive parts to be fucking msane, but it's more
lmd back It's a more mellow album, but not
mellow in the, how do 1 say this, 1 don't think
we've lost the rough edge because we still have a
lot of aggressive parts, but it's not as fast as My
Arms

More mellow in an extreme metal sense, nol
mellow in the mellow music sense?

Yeah

You have two songs, Benighted and Face of
Melinda, with clean vocals all the way through?
Yes

Is there un all-acoustic, or all clean vocalled
album on the horizoa?

A ot of people ask me that. | don't know. [ dont
want to strain myself when I write. When [ play
guitar, 1 write all the nffs on an acoustic guitar
All the nffs. It would be hard if | was only
supposed to write acoustic niffs. [ don't want to
limit myself from aggressive matenal If it was
that T only came up with acoustic matenial, then
there could be an acoustic album. | don't want to
plan ahead, | just want to take the guitar down and
start playing and see what comes out [ started
writing for the next album. The nffs I've done, I've
done some acoustic stuff but I've also done some
RIFPING fucking death metal! It's pretty hard to
say if we'll do an acoustic album. Maybe

There seems to be a different mindset between
bands. There are plenty that don't mind doing
concept albums, they want to go for a concept
album, and there are other bunds that
purposefully stay awure from them thinking
people won't get into the records il it's a
concept album. Cradle of Filth's last one was
pluinly a concept ulbum but they kept saying
'No, it's not a concept album, we don't want to
scare people away.'

It's always been looked upon as a very pretentious
thing | know what you mean. [ don't see anything
wrong with doing a concept album. Ii's easier
You can get a flow getting the same feelings
throughout the album. 1 like that red thread It
allows you to have a mood of a single ntf or song,
if you combmne 1t with a lynic. It creates a feeling
cifferent than if they were separate tracks It's
always been a drean of mine ever since | heard

the King Diamond albums or even The Wall |by
some band that apparently sounds like
Anathema- ed].'It allowed me to do something
different,

There are a lot of concept albums coming out
right now.

Yeah That's boring! Na, I'm not aware of new
albums coming out The only new albums | have
are from lasbels I'm m contact with They are
usually promos so | don't know if it's a concept or
not. There's one concept album I've heard of from
a band called Metalium. About a boy into heavy
metal It's a funny story!

I'll have to re-read that booklet! I didn't realize
it was a concept album! It's not too well spelled
out on the booklet | have!

It's about a boy who's a heavy metal fan and wants
to fight for heavy metal

It's a good album. You said vou were
developing new material. It's early, but I'm
always wanting to know, when's the next album
coming out”

It's out m a couple weeks. <we laugh> No, we're
womge to book the studio for next summer and look
to release something m early 2001

How are the touring possibilities for this
record?

For the States we have nothing except the mg
you're trying to set up. 1 met up with My Dying
Brde in England this summer while they were
recording therr new album. They told me that they
are doing a tour and they wanted Opeth to come
with them. It might happen in Jamary and
February. Apparently they are huge Opeth fins!
They knew everything about us! 1 don't know of
anything outside of Europe

Have you made any progress in Japan?

Not that | know of This album will be released
through IVC. It's not settled yet We have had one
album released in Japan, which was Marningrise
The Japanese are more into melodic vocals...
We have gotten big mterest from Japan 1've
gotten interest from Guitar Player magazine and
Burrm| We were in the independent charts for
Marningrise. There 18 a demand there | think, but
I don't know much about it

What will the bonus track be?

I don't know! Maybe a Sorskogen track. 1 don't
like the ides of bomus tracks, especally on a
concept album. You don't want to nuin the feeling
with a fuckmg bonus track! I can't understand why
they can't tuke what they've got. Why do they have
to ask for more? It's very uritating!

1 heard that import records cost less thun
domestic over there so they want the domestic

albums out first, with bonws trucks. I've bitten
a couple times und gotten the Jupanese version
of things early only to find out the bonus track
is a remix of a song already on there or
something!

For Mormingrive there was no bonus track. But
they like to overdo everything, have a big booklet.
For Mormingrise we had & reporter's siory n
Japanese, then the lynes in English then
translated mto Jap . Imagme sitting down and
translating lyrics. What a fucking job! They like to
do everything bigger and batter than everything
else

What 5 movies out there that you've liked
would Opeth make good soundtrack music for?
That ome 13 hard! The Omen! Thats what
everybody would say. The Shining

Did you see the horrible TV remake they did a
couple of years ago?

No. I don't want to see it

No, you don't. <we laugh>

Rosemary's Baby. It's all homor movies! Maybe
some Dmmcula movie. The guy who plays Richard
Channing on Falcon Crest. You know about that
series?

My mother used to watch itall the time.

Thave a film from 1973 with Richard Channmg mn
the leading role. The movie is called Night of
Dark Shadows, it's a real dark fucking scary
movie That one Let's see The first Nosferatu
from 1922

That is really weird to watch!

Instead of the piano, like on the mute movies, how
about Opeth!

For old scury movies like that, u lot of them you
ook back on and kind of lsugh. I wonder back
then if they were really scary or just scary
entertainment.

1 think times just change When | look back at
movies | was scared of hack when | was young,
like the first Elm Street with Freddy Kreuger,
when [ first saw that [ was terrified! But now I
watch that and HA! The same with Friday the
13th and those classic movies. Some movies like
The Shinmg, Exorcist, The Omen still give me the
creeps even though they're 20-30 years old

You haven't by any chance seen the Blair
Witch Project?

1 want to see that. I saw a documentary. T thought
it was real! It was on Swedish television, like a
commercial, about an hour long. 1 thought it was
for real! 1 was fucking terified! After 1 saw that |
called Jonas up and asked hun 1f that was lor real
My apartment is really really small and I felt
msecure m there! | was going to the bathroom
[Everyone take a moment and visualize Mikael

Akerfeldt sitting on the john. OK, thanks, back
to the interview.- ed| thinking Now what's in
there? Is it the fuckmg witch? I haven't seen the
movie yet, it just came out in the theaters [ was
totally intrigued when I saw it on the telly. Afer [
saw 1t | didn't dare even look up their web page! 1
was too scared! 've watched horror movies all the
tume, and it's very very rare that you're actually
scared. But what | saw scared shits out of me!
What bands are there right now that you'd
consider your contemporaries?

I'm not in contact with that many bands anymore
Musically [ don't know. Katatonia maybe? But we
have no similanities n the music. But they make
music that [ like. So many bands make music that
I don't like. With Katatonia | understand exactly
what they want to achieve. They make my kind of
music.

Daoesn't hurt that you did vocals on a couple of
their CDs.

No, of course not

There's not all that muny bands that do that
more progressive metal It's really good, but
you almost wish for a few Opeth clones to pop
up here and there

I don't mind. | get so many letters from other
bands asking for advice. One guy sent a tape and
you could definitely hear the mfluence there
There are so many bands that are jealous of us for
some reason | qust get the Impression. Just
attacking us. Like this guy from Solefald, I can
tell he's not an Opeth fan, maybe they've read one
of those interviews where I go completely insane
I've been an asshole 1 like to read it afterwards!
I'm not an asshole, but it's more fun reading Trey
Azagthoth interviews than Canmbal Corpse, you
know what | mean? Where people are totally big
headed! Smaller, young bands that only have an
album or two out are attacking Opeth

Especially when you hear Opeth in their music!
Thats what T mean! Like this Solefald guy, he
must have been blown away when he first heard
Orchid and is too big to admit it now!

What hair care products do you use?

Right now Tm using Wella condtioner and
shampoo. Very very good. I've never gotten asked
that before

Yet another milestone for music journalism!
What do you use?

I used to use VOS when | was buying my own
hair care products.

That's good!

I huve this friend that works in a children’s
hair [Kim will kill me if I don't mention her
name, so here it is | sulon that gets me
something now, 1 think it's Nexus that says is
the best and she gets big discounts,

My sister works at the most famous hardresser's
salon in Sweden, for 15 years or something, [ can
get stuff from her. It's Matrix

Yeah!

Th fuck! We're discussimg hair products now! But
she gives me things sometimes. [t's pretty cool
Let's see how this stuff will fry my hair!

You get scared, you know? 1 haven't cut my hair
n 5 years, not even topping it out, but it's long and
that's all | care about. When it's moisty outside my
hair is "poof®, like Yngwie Malmsteen!

1 had to let my hair grow out because if it's
short, [ have an alrol

Cool!

Even now, if it's damp outside, by the end of
the day my hair is twice as big as my head!
That's nice. It's like a microphone haweut! Anders,
our old drammer, 1 from Brazl. His haw didn’t
get long, it got big! You don't want him n front of
you in the movie theater, You get birds building
nests in his hair!

<I am completely losing it at this point> That's
all 1 got, | want to thank you very much for
your time. Good luck to you, I hope you sell
millions und millions of records, I hope you
make so much money that you, uh, I don't
know, you get rich.

1 got offered a job today! 1 was meeting up with
Peter giving hum the finished albums, T know the
guy who works in the best record store in
Stockholm. He offered me a job on Saturdays. |
think 'm going to start working there soon. I'm
not going to take any money, just CDs It's a cool
job. It's my dream come true! I've always wanted
to work in a record store,

www.apeth com

www.peaceville com



Probably the best folk metal band out right now
out of Scandinavia has to be Otyg. 1'd ga on about
description and all that, but we cover that pretty
well in the feature, so I'll just say check owt
Otyg's Sagovendars Boning on Napalm Records
and enjoy reading what mai Vi g has
to say about Otyg as well as his other band
mamed, oddly enough, Vintersorg...

First off, can you go through the boring

biographical bullshit as far as your background

in music, forming Vintersorg and Otyg, and
bow you got to where you are now? Any other
projects you have going?

Well, Otyg was founded m 1995 by me and two
other guys who had played death/black metal for
many years, but as we [eit that we didn't make
any progress we decided to retum to cur northem
roots.: We all hailed folk music so we decided to
follow that path, just reflecting it through our
metal souls. We wanted to do the whole thing so
folk mstruments were necessary as well as the
normal lme-up, After finding suitable members
we recorded three demos and then we signed to
Napalm where we've now released two albums,
Alvefard and Sagovindars Boming. Vinlersorg
started out n 1994 with the idea to bring new
elements into black metal such as “clean” vocals,
heavy riffmg and acoustic gutar, Now ['ve
released one MCD Hedniskkjartad a full CD Till
Fjalls and now the upcoming CD Odemarkens
Son

Your records are being released in the US now.
Do you find that odd? In the extreme metal
underground there is an awaremess of your
work (funny since your music isn't very
extreme) but Nuopalm HRecords is growing
steadily in the States. How do you think you'll
be able to do in the US and how do you think
an American can best relate to your work?

So far the reactions have been good all over the

world. There's even an Otyg cover band m
Mexico. | don't think the language is so important.
It's a matter of composing good melodies, so
hopefully the Americans can enjoy it as well
Aside from the differences in instrumentation,
you seem to write aboul the same sorts of
things in both Ofyg and Vintersorg What
subtleties um | missing in the subject matter?

In Otyg | write about our folklore with its mystical
beings and obscure phenomensa, such as trolls,
elves, huldran and so on. In Vi g | praise the

fulfillment of mother nature | write the lynes as
rhyming poems in an old tongue

What is with the frequent jews harp, not only
in Otyg but in folk metal in general?

s just a brillant and magical sound m that
particular mstrument that [ really like, so 1t's a
pood compliment to the rest It s used a lot m
Scandmavian folk music, but | think you find it in
every country

I had a few Swedish people look over your

gtitles to transl them but they had
trouble, and came up with quite different
interpretations from each other. One said you
write in a very old form of Swedish. Do you
write to be "difficult’, shull we say? How does
this relate to your concepts in the bands?
1 write in an old tungue becanse it 158 much nore
beautiful and poetic than the modem Swedish, and
itis like & statement of my despise towards the
society of today. I don’t Like it but I've got to cope
with it n some ways
Are your albums true concept albums with
storylines running through them?
No, they are not a story which starts on track one
and ends on the last one, but the topics of the
stones have quite a connection. | tned to write
totally concept lynics but it was very hard to get it
right, so I've decided not to
Surely you're aware of the incredible amount
of "true metal’ records coming out lately, Many
of them (especially from Italy!) have the theme
af sdves and forests, ete. How would you say
your own concepls are different from such high
fantasy writing?
I think they are just writing stories right out of
their minds. But I've studied the folklore for about
7 years and have also been told stories from my
forefathers, just like in old times when the tales
went from father to son. | don’t judge the other
bands, it's up to them to wrnite about what they
‘want.
Performing in old Swedish must be a negative
as far as sales. How has your relationship been

with Napalm? Huve they pressured you to
write anything more accessible lyric-wise?
Napalm have given me my artistic freedom. They
don't interfere with my composing and wnting
This 15 the way [ am so people have to accept it |
know that I may sell more albums if I wrote in
english, but [ write for the heart, not for the wallet
How would you describe your curreat fan-
base?

We have lots of different fans, from black metal
guys to ‘ordinary’ people. 1 don't see it as a
problem. [ think it unites people,

You have a webpage for Vintersorg and one in
development for Otyg. Obviously it's good for
promotion, but do you see any real conflict
promoting muterial which is old' in feel with
the cutting edge of technology?

I don't see a paradox in it Through the net | can
spread my message to a lot more people. My
mission is to mvolve people out of therr shumber
and stant caring about the nature and history. The
history is aguide to the future

While we're on the old vs. new, what do you
think of artists such Hagala: Runedance
allowing techno remixes of their decidedly old-
world flavered music?

Well, it’s up to yourself to decide when you're
destroyng the old music and when you're
preserving it

1 understand you're becoming an in-demand
artist in Sweden. | was told you've appeared in
mainstream media fmatures due to your music?
I don't give & fuck if it's mamstream or pot As
long as 1 find the ethics of the particular 'zine in
my taste | think it’s alnght

The Holy Diver cover on Sagovindar's Boning
is brilliant! I have a few questions relating to
this... what are your opinions on Dio vs. Ozzy
era Sabbath? Why this particular Dio song?
How come this isn't on the Dio tribute instead
of that Holy Mother version?

The best Sabbath song was done with Ozzy m my
opmion. | love Dio’s music so | thought it would
bre & muee tug to do, it's oo deepe meaning with
it. We've never been asked to be on the tnbute,
50

I'd like to get your comments on several bands
which | think have elements in common with
your work...

Ulver- One of my fave bands, Bergtatt is brilliant
Mithotyn- A good band. and 1 know them
personally as well. Cool guys

Storm- They did metalized old folk songs. We
write them ourselves. But the Nordavind CD s
good

Skyelad- Cool stuff. a great violinist

Borknagar- They've released three killer albums.
Empyrium- Emotional and great

Enslaved- A bit too fast for my taste
Falkenbach- Good viking metal

T waus requested to ask you how you learned to
kick 30 much axs?

By kicking everybody in the ass' Hahaha & nsh
I'm a fmendly man

And with that, I'll wrap this up. Anything
you'd like to say to the American sudience?
Check out all Otyg releases and Vintersorg as
well. The new Vintersorg album s out Cheers
brothers and sisters. ... over and out.

come to/otyg
www, napalmirecords com




Yes, this is an Italian power metal band. And yes,
the singer is a woman. Well, you need to keep
reading anyway. This is different. Very different.
Power Symphony is not one of these happy rah
rahk types of ltalian metal bands, and Metal
Goddess Michela D 'Orlando is not your pretty
prissy singer type. No. This band 15 dark, this
band is heavy, and those vocals are metal! | found
their debut CD Evillot in some back alley of some
internet catalog. Yeah, it's on a VERY obscure
label, but now they've signed to Pavement. | sent
these questions off to Michela before they
recarded the follow up album, Lightbringer, and
she answered after they were done. | have her
email address and you don't, so nyah! But this
isn't just some Jim's salivating over some gallopy
female fronted band again.’ It isn't, and when the
new album hits, you Il come back to this, You will
hear plenty more on this band. Promuse.

The Ttalisn scene is certninly starting to guin
some worldwide recognition. However, the
bands who first got the worldwide deals I do
believe were Lacuna Coil, then Labyrinth...
and here you are playing heavy metal with a
female vocalist.. not to mention the success of
Rhapsody and all that. Are you worried about
being clussified as being part of some sort of
trend? How will you present yourself in order
to stand out (because, sadly, it's always the
music which counts least in thess sorts of
matters)”’

We are usually considered a power—gothic band. [
don’t think anybody really listenung 1o our music
can mustake us for any Rhapsody or Lacuria Coil,
those bands are so different from ws! We never
tried to fit mnto any trend, but you know, there is
always somebody somewhere that will put you
nto one. It happens when you make records! |
dom’t thnk that the music really counts that hitle,
but those not interested in the music can always
take a look at the picwres  I've got something
worth checking out for them too haha!

You've been around a long, long while. Why
did it take so long to pet a demo together and
start trying to get a record deal? How old are
the songs on Evillot? What happened to
material you've put together before that?
Well, I've been knowmng Marco Cecconi, our

guitar player, for 8 years but Power Symphony s
actually a few years old band. The only matenal 3

we put together before Evillof 15 a 5 treks demo
tape we did m 935, which was reviewed very
positively by the magazmes. “Inferno Suite” on

Ewillot 18 the new version of one of those 5 songs |

called “Inferno”, and #'s sirprising how many
people are still asking us to do something like that
with other songs from that demo tape. It may be,
but you know, as you go on and grow as a
musician you write new songs and you just look
forward

What is Northwind Records? How does u new
company afford to putl together such a first
class digipak like that?
As you said, Northwind Record is a new label, but
though small it never lacked the will to do a good
job. Of course they couldn't afford a big
promotion or putting us on tour. | know they are
growng and signing new bands

How are sales for Evillot”? | suppose getting the
Nuclear Blast distribution mnever burts..
Yes, it never hurts, but you know they're so busy
with their bands. .. Well, so far so good about sales
in Europe and beyond our expectations in Italy, so
we're very happy about that!

While signing to Pavement does give you access
to the world's largest consumer market, it's
hardly the world's biggest METAL market,
and the only ‘true/power’ metal band they've
dealt with is Metalium... do you think they can
properly promote a bund such as yours? What
was your thinking signing to this label as
opposed to something closer to  home?
This time we had offers from different labels and
choosing it's been REALLY hard Labels like

Spinefarm and Century Media were interested in §

us, but Pavement offered us the best contract and
we know they really believe in our music, that’s

very important to us. Pavernent Music also started
Pavement Ewope and they have good plans for
our promotion. | can tell you so far we are really
satisfied

Obviously with your image and approach
you're not the urban hip hop squad that's the
popular trend in metal these days. Can you talk
about your influences as far as bands, movies,
authors, and artists for a bit, and how that
relates to what you do im the band?
Everybody into Power Symphony has a different
metal background. Probabily I've been influenced
a lot by Malmsteen's first works (with great Jefl
Scott Soto doing vocals) and by Candlemass
(Messiah Marcolmn rules!), | used to listen to a lot
of lron Maiden, Judas Priest, old Helloween and
Sanctuary as well Now [ listen o lot of
Nevermore (for me Warrel Dane is just the best
male vocalist around!) and Blnd Guardian as
well.  The others have diffrent backgrounds
Marco used to be a lot into thresh metal music but
also into Ozzy and lron, and now mto Nevermore,
Children Of Bodom, Fear Factory, our keyboard
player Marco Volpe is most mto melodic metal,
though our bass player Fabio and our new
drummer Lmo have a death and brutal
background. Iread lot of stuff ['m a fantasy freak
and | love Tolkien and Manon Zimmer Bradley
I'm also into Anne Rise’s books about vampires,
mto horror books and mto epic poems as well. On
TV 1 love star trek and on the big screen [ like the
Star Wars saga, English movies like Excalibur,
and some science-fiction like Alien and its sequels
(except the third one that sucks!). | also like homror
movies. | really like thingp which are as far from
reality as possible and they're often the source of
my nspuration for song writing

The Luis Roye cover is striking, to say the
least... I'm assuming it wasn't a custom job
specifically for you, so how did you think to use
this work as the cover? I know Europe is a lot
less tightassed about this kind of thing (that
cover would probably not be allowed on most
store shelves in the US), but have you had any
problems stemming from that? [ like it
myself...!

As far as | know we didn’t have any problem with
the cover. It really wouldn't be allowed on most
store shelves in the US? [ can’t believe it At first
it was Northwind's idea to have a Luis Royo's
picture for the cover and we choose that one
because it was just perfect! Fits with me and with
the titletrek: the girl is a red haired warrior with
sinister sexual tastes, . Like me (.. cops!) and like
Evillot, who 1s the character the title trek is about
Since you're a bund it would probably be nice
1o talk about the music some, right? Can you
describe the process you guys go through in
putting together a SOng
We don’t have a standard process. [ usually come
up with a melody and some lyrics and Marco start
putting guitar riffs and arranging the music, then
we try the song with the rest of the band and
everybody is free to contnbite, Some times Marco
write the music first and then T work on the
melody and lyrics. On the new record [ wrote the
guitar part of an scoustic song myself and Marco
composed a beautiful instrumental It depends,
but usually Mareo takes care of the music though
melody and lyrics are always up to me

OK, | have to ask, what was the purpose of the
‘hidden’ track with all the feedback and all at
the end of Evillor?
To scare the hell out of you!@

Your music has a very dark sura, definitely the
opposite of a Labyrinth or Rhapsody. Let's say
someone just has an instrumental version of
your CD, no packaging, no vocals or lyrics.
What kinds of mental images would you like to
think  they'd have  while listening?
Hey, an instrumental version of Power Symphony
simply wouldn't be Power Symphony! | mean the
lyrics are stnctly connected to the music. 1 always
write melody and musie together, not one first or
the other. Into our music vocals are big part of that
dark aura Mental images? Mmm.. Your dark
unknown sides shaping and taking over, whatever
they may look like

The lyrics go perfectly with the music (as they
should, right!), und there is a theme
throughtout Evillor. Will the lyrical subjects be
expanded in the future, or is the dark-funtasy
theme going to be
what your band is

based around?
Well, the dark
fantasy theme it's
more what | am

about, It's my way
to put mysell nto
music and lyncs, so
It will probably
always be there, but
| am expanding its
borders a lot. Te
me, Fantasy means
4 lot more then just
battles and wamiors
and you can really
hear that on the new
¢ record. Evil is more
i what Power
Symphony are
lyrically about nght
now.

OK. I'll go through
t and name pairs of

Ripper Owens

Rob Halford

HammerFall or Nocturnal Rites
Don't really know..

Ritchie Blackmore or Yogwie
Malmsteen

Malmsteen

Manowar or Mercyful Fate

Manowar

WASP or GWAR

WASP

The Guthering or Nightwish

Nightwish

Century Media or Nuclear Blast

Have to skip this one!!!

Rage or Grave Digger

Rage

Primal Fear or Gamma Ray

Gamma Ray

Hey, I like this game!

Your website is well thought out and
mauintained. How has the web helped you as far
as reaching your fams and expanding your
fanbase? What do you think about the web's
potential to eliminate the meed for record
labels and let bands market directly to the
fans?

Being on a small label with Evillot, the web has
been our primary way to reach people, get the
band be noticed and get in contact with offr fans. It
i n great mstrument, | don't think we could be
able to do without it anymore! Anyway | don't
think the web 15 gorna substitute the label’s job
Labels need good bands but bands also need good
labels! | can't speak for every band, of course, but
we Power Symphony are musicians and we are
not nterested into business work. Busmess =
label's job...I can't imagine myself looking after
distribution, sales and this kind of stuff I can just
write songs and sing them, | have my limits... &
You go into the studio very soon to record your
second ulbum. What can you tell us about it?
How will it be different than Evillot?
Well, the record is done. It's called Light Bringer
and it will be released in March in Europe and m
April in the US. Seempieces (Death, Iced Earth,
Nevermore) is domng the art work this time. We
are really happy about this record! Everybody
mvolved worked really hard for this, Joey Vera
did a great job and we had a wonderful tune m the
studio. Light Bringer 15 darker and heavier then
Evillot but still meledic. Lyrically | expanded the
fantasy themes to (well versus) sacred subjects
and lot of my pemsonal feelings Mmm.. The
songs are shorter!

Joey Vern will be producing... he'll give you a
better sound, for sure, but at the same time I'm
not a very big Joey Vera fan (1 thought his
production on the new Engine album was
kinda sterilel.. how much power is the
producer going to have in the studio and do
you think you'll successfully capture the more
vibrant aspects of  your music?
Joey B really great! It never came to a matter of
“power” with hum. Everybody was really into the
night vibe of cooperation and things just worked
out fine. Actually he worked hard to put what
Power Symphony s about on the CD and we are
fully satisfied with the result Persomally, he's
been @ angel to me: each day before the singing
session he used to make some hot tea with his
hands for me and he filled the singing room with
candles to get me in the nght mood and many
many other things. . He was a bit shaken when he
found out 1 record vocals naked (Belive me, it
really works!) but he immediately regained his
professional attitude saying “No problem, 1 can’t
see you below you waist!”

Pavement's brought Vader over from Poland a
few times... has u US tour been part of your
di i with them?

You tell me which

No plans have been set for a US tour at the
moment, but I think the chance is not so far 1
know Pavement is probably brngmg us there for
some mterviews after the CD is released. For sure
we'll be touring across Europe after the record 18
out, in April or in the summer.

Any fimal words?
A

Blind Guardan
Iron Maiden or
"o Judas Priest
~ lron Maiden
Rob Halford or

ge for all sur fans m the 1S We thank
you for your support, your mailing and e-mailmg
us and watch out for Light Bringer because we
really put our souls in it!

www powersymphany. com

Www pavementmusic com



Judging by the sales figures Century Media had
when they licensed 2 of Skyclad's records, most of
you don't know about this band. Hey, America,
BITE ME! Anyway. You should. You need lo.
This band has a history that goes futher
than their 1990 debut date. Martin Walkyier
was a member of the mighty Sabbal with
Andy Sneap. Graeme English and Steve
Ramsey were in Satan (later called Pariah). This
band is folk metal excellence. It all
started here. I haven't seen anything
on their latest, Vintage Whine. And
Massacre isn't very good at
promoting outside central Europe, as we’ll get Steve Ramsey who were in Fanah at the
into, Well, Skyclad were in between deals and [ time, it used to be called Satan  many
wanted this interview to happen. | tracked down years ago. They were good friends. They weren't
Martin Walkyter and | made the transatlantic downg much at the ume and one day we were m a
telephone call (oh gawd the expensel) one brisk pub and Steve says to me ‘Do you want to get &
morming for a very nice talk with a very, very nice band together” Do you fancy doing some music?’
man. He's cool, the band is cool, and you need to That's how that all started. We did demes on s 4
check them out. track, & very cheap thing We recorded 4 songs on
So spart from the hangovers, how are you that and ot sounded really good We got a deal
doing today? with Nose from that.

Very very well, thank you! We're quite busy with Is that the same Satan that Blind Guardian
the band at the moment. We're writing new covered on Somewhere Far Beyond?

material and we're just about to sign a deal with [ believe it 1s. Which song did they cover?
Nuclear Blast in a couple of weeks. Most of the Trial By Fire.

summer we've been writing new songs and | didn't know they'd actually done that on record!
looking for the right deal. The thing for us, we've That's amazing! | wonder if Graeme and Steve
never been to the States, we've never been to know that as well.

Japan Unfortunately. a lot of that has had to do It's weird that Blind Guardian has all the folky
with the labels we've been on m the past We've elements in their music and then where the
never received any promotion in the past so part Satun guys ended up...

of the stipulations in the contract is whoever we They're very nice guys, Blind Guardian. We've
sign with has to promote us in places like that | had the chance to tour with them a couple of tumes
look forward to getting out i America, | think t m Germany. Very mice. We did a Chnstmas
would be really good. festival with Blind Guardian, Saxon, and some
Nuclear Blast just got Savatage too. other guys. They played that and got Steve and
1 heard about that. Excellent band. Graeme up and then got Georgina, our violin
A couple years ago they were just this death player, up with them for a song.

and black metal lubel Thank you for clearing up how to say Sabbat.
| remember when they first started. All the stuff (SAB-bat) How do you say your last name, by
they put out was totally death metal, wasn't 17 the way?

They' ve done really good for themselves. I think it's Walkyier. (walk-EE-er). 1 thmk that's
1 have over the years never read that much how you say it I'm not sure. My mum and dad are
ahout your band. The only features I've ever trymg to trace where the family name comes from,
seen have been the Terrorizer feature a couple we think it's from Polind or Ausina The
months sgo... Walkyiers all fled here about 200 years ago and
You see, we don't get that much press in the UK. ended up on the Isle of Wight, which s a little
That was the first UK interview that I've done for island off the south coast of England. About 100
4 years The scene in England is very strange. years ago the place was full of Walkyiers, but not
Everyone seems to be into bands like Kom and anymore There's not many of us around

Marilyn Manson and Coal Chamber. A lot of the T came in on Skyclad when Century Media
stuff that s big in mamland Europe doesn’t get released Irrational Anthems, and I've gone back
covered over here, which is quite a shame. Our as far as Prince of the Poverty Line. I'm
miain market s mainland Europe and that's where wondering how the sound was before . that,
we've been for the past 10 years. Touring around because it seems 1o be heavier the farther buck
there, really. There’s a lot of nice countries m the you go.

world we'd like to get out to and visit, it would be On our first album we dhdn't have a clue as to
nice to actually have the chance to do that. what we were domng 1 was working together with
1 can totally sympathize with you. Over here Graeme and Steve and we wanted to do something
it's sll Korm, it's all Limp Bizkit. It's different 1 had just lefi Sabbat which was a very
depressing seeing some bands tour and 50-100 thrashy sort of band. Pariah/Satan was very speed
people show up and these ure the big bands in metal and power metal We just pulled an album
the underground! together trying to write the best music we could
Alkdifferent types of music should be able to live We thought to bring a session player i to do

things,

different mstruments. On the new
album we thought it was time to go back to the
roots a little bit and just do an album that was two
heary guitars and a vielm We're far too
disorgamzed to have a plan. We don't even know
what the next album will be like, | think it will be
heavy though We plan with Nuclear Blast
because 1 think they will invest quite a hit of
money in us. We're gomg to release heavy albums
and then do a side project that will be totally
acoustic. Maybe 2 versions of the same album.
We're not sure yet. We've experimented quite a
lot. We're a strange band because we have so
many different fins, We've got the guys who are
15, 16 years old totally mto death metal, those
guys at the front You've got hippie, crusty guys
with dreadlocks, punks, you gel goths, bikers. The
youngest fan we have is-a German lad, he was 5,
he came up to me and sad “Martin, you're my
favorite singer!’ He made me a cake and brought
me some flowers. And then we get people, they
must be in their 70s, binging their children glong.
It's definitely a family affar

What do the sules figures look like?

We're not sure with the new one at the minute, but
T'd say st the average, around 50,000, Some of
them have done less than that The Oui Avant
Garde A Chance album dwd about 35,000, That
was sort of an m between album. Usually about
50, T thunk if we could break into the States and
Japan, if we could do 10,000 sales in the States
and 10,000 m Japan, that could make a big
difference to a band like us. Yet we've not been
given a chance to do that, It's a shame. We get a
lot of letters from the States. People appreciate
what we're trying to do. The music business is just
like any other business, It doesn’t matter if you
make the best kind of apple pie mn the werld
Unless it's adventised on TV, nobody will buy n
and no one will try it That's the situation we've
been in. The people who have discovered Skyclad
are the people who have wanted to. They've
hunted out a band that was totally different from
what's out there. It would be good to get that
actoss 1o a bigger market,

What was the deal with Century Media

licensing the two records?
1 don’t know anything about that. We weren't sure
what was h b M e didn't

keep us m.l'm::;l—erd on that side Massacre Records, will

because they didn't have any distribution in the
States, did a deal with Century Media but [ don’t
know beyond that. It all fell through T thirk, the
last album wasn't released there.

side by side, you know? That's the way it should fiddle, and a friend of ouns to do piceolo Kmnd of The last two huven't been, The Answer

work. But the trend bands get all the attention and get the folk ¢lement in there, but we didn’t quite
all the press coverage in the magannes. People didn't know what we were domg We're happy
who are doing something different, trying to do with the way that album numed out but over the
unique music or develop o new styls seem to get next 10 years we've progressed. we've learned to
totally forgotten about There's room for write songs and play together as musicians. The
everything to exist tegether. That's the way it thing with Skyclad is we've done 10 CDs now and
works in Europe, but not in the UK and obviously they're ull very different. Some people prefer the
not in the States as well early stuff, some people prefer the later stuff. It's
Can you go into your psraonaul histery getting very hard to please everyone all the time. For us
into music? as musicians 10 keep going for that long, we have
Oh let me think. That's a very very long time ago, to keep it fresh and keep that ongmality there. It's
that is! Talways wanted to be an actor when [ was very important that your style changes and we
in school How I ended up in a band 1 do not were very fortunate to get Georgma as a violn
know. T started playng guitar, and 1 played guitar player She's had quite a lurge effect on the sound
very badly when I was a kid Very badly. 1 ended because she's such a good musician. It's enabled
up as a singer one day because we were jamming us to be folkier and try to do something unique.
and | started singing and everybody said ‘You've Yesterday, I played all the Skyclad CDs, one
got a homible voice. You're the singsr now!” And after the other, all the way through...

that's how 1 ended up doing that [ realized 1 Did you talk to yourself? Feeling in a masochistic
couldn’t actually sing and play guiter at the same mood?

time because that was too complicated. | ended up ...while a lot of the sounds are different, it's
Jjust singng and writing lyrics. I've always wniten still Skyclad all the way.

poetry and stories from when I was a kid. I just When you go into the studio we don’t have a plan
followed on to do that with & band. I'was na band ‘We don't thnk we're going to make this one more
at school with school friends called Hydra. We commercial sounding or tum the guitars up. We
were termible! We sort of became Sabbat. That sort do what we feel like at the time and when we go
of clicked into place aver a couple of years. I left into the studio we don’t have a plan. We're far too
Sabbat in 1989. | couldn’t see much of a fisture for disorganized for that The last couple of albums

me in that band. I'd known Graeme English and we were experimenting with the folk side of

Machine? wasn't released here either. Did they
do press for that?
They didn’t. The only American press I've done s

stations aren't so what chance have you got? No
chance.
Massacre does pretty well in Europe, but
they don’t send things to many people in the
US. There are smaller labels out there that do
10,000 sales worldwide on their big releases
and they do full servicing to fanzines!
That's the way it should be We've
mentioned to Nuclear Blast what we want to
do and they're with us on that A band like
Skyclad, with the traditional influence we've
got, we're quirky and ecoentne enough. American
friends ['ve got say that Americans are interesting
in things British, the history, things like that it
would be quite nteresting to see what a band like
Skyclad could do out there.
Your sound, It's not something the metalhesnds
ure going to shuck off, unless they get all tough
guy sbout some of the sensitive lyrics...
We don't bother with things like that. T don’t keep
a diary, my lyries are my diary [ write what
comes out of my heart A lot of people think it's
cool to sing about mass murderers and wars, and
well, we kind of do but we look at it from another
angle but we sing about other thirgs as well, We
don't see the point in writing pages of lyrics about
cutting pecple up. We're not death metal, we're
life metall There's a lot more posttive things we
have to say. If you're making a CD, if you're
mvolved in any sort of media, you're
communicating with young people. What's the
point of some of the lyrics bands write” 1 don't
undersiand it! Maybe I'm just old fashioned.
I agree with you 100%. It drives me nuts when
there’s a great band, of whatever style, and
they have these throwaway lyrics. You all
them on it, and wk the fans what they ure
getting from this, and they respond that it's
just all about the music.
Young people are very impressionable and pecple
are nflunced by this. All these bands with the
faces pamted white and the vampure teeth, some of
them are quite good and there is a place for that
kind of music, it a trend comes along and
everyone jumps on that bandwagon Now you
have a million bands out of Scandnavia that all
look the same. They might as well all be the same
band. A lot of them are good musicians but..
I started reading at » real early age and 1 love
well pat together words. ..
Words are brilhant things! You can pamt a
picture, you can convey emotions. To just wnte
throwaway lyrics, | couldn’t do i! I'd be letting
mysell down, and letting the fans of the band
down. All 'm trying to do, my mmbition s for
somecne to look back after 100, 200 years and
read my lynies and know Lactually had something
to say. That's a little bit of unmortality, wsn’t a?
I'd like to think | wrote something positive and
contnibuted in a small way to making the world a
better place. Rather than *We are vampires and we
rip your throat out’, you know?
Does your main fanbase get your lyries
considering English isn't their first language?
A surprising number of them do. When we play in
places like Italy where people have leamed all
your lynics... We did the Gods of Metal festival m
Milan That was an amazing experience. We did a
whole weekend traveling d m a mmibus with
no hotel because Massacre wouldn't give us any

what I've sought out myself 1 did one a couple of budget, and the very last show we did was 25,000

months ago... do you know a guy called Mike
Coles, from The Cutcast? | did a mice mtsrview
with him, and I've received 3 or 4 emails in the
last couple of days. Guys from the States who
want to do mnterviews. ['ve done some Australian
mierviews as well. What happened s | became
that disillusioned with the job Massacre was doing
promoting the band that | took that on mysel{ and
went out and found people to be interested n
imterviewing s The response to that was
amazing, and | wonder why Massacre couldn’t
have done that It wasn't a great deal of work to
send some guy & CD and a nice letter. In the UK
the scene is temible. I've sent copies of Vinlage

peaple at this Gods of Metal festival We played
n ltaly a couple of times before but we had no
idea what the response would be These kids just
went ape, it was sbsolutely brilliant! These people
were singing along with songs off of Vintage
Whine, a brand new album. They knew the lyrics
better than people here in Britamn.

How does that make you feel that the people
who could appreciate what you're saying more
aren’t into it?

I won't say that's Massacre’s fault because the
scene right now sucks. It's really quite bad at the
minute. Unfortunately the press.. [ have good
friends that work for these magazines and they say

Whine out and people have said *Martm, | haven't they'll give Skyelad whatever coverage they can
heard from you in years! 1 thought Skyclad had But it's obvious they're limited by their market
split up! The new album’s brilliant!® Well we've Kerrang! magazine, which used to be absolutely
always been here. I've had to get ahold of the last brillunt, 1980 is now Year Zero. Anyone bom
four albums to send to this journalist who | before 1980 doesn't exist to them anymore. That
haven't seen in the past 4 or § yewrs. He had no means they don’t write ar put anything on bands
idea what we’d been doing What kind of record that would be of interest to anyone older than 20
company allows that? These are top magazines in years old. What Jand of attitude 1 that? Thewr
Britain! If people like that aren't receiving the sales, they've gone weekly, the sales have
CDs, then the fanzines aren’t and the radio dropped from 60,000 to 15,000 I heard T don’t

know how true that is, but obvicusly something’s



wrong! They won't put Skyclad in there because Are you ever worried that you have this
we're old people’s music or something. | have no trademark for being clever with the wordplay,
idea. If sales have dropped by vast amounts like and it will be time for an album and you're just
that something’s wrong, they need to change  1t's not as clever?
a crying shame. Some of the bands that get a lot of [ don’t know. | wouldn't say it's clever, really.
press unfortunately at the end of the day have Words are great things becmse you can twist them
nothing o say. 1 fully understand the music around and play jokes with them I've got about
business and the way it works and it's just a 50 titles for the new album all written down 1
shame, to be honest. If you believe m what you're could be sitting on a bus, o brushing my teeth, or
domg it's an absolute mghtmare. People like: making a cup of tea, anything, and a lyric will
yourself and the people | speak to that do self come out I always write down a title or an idea 1
fnanced fanzmes and radio shows, to my way of have because | have a memory like s sieve [
thinking you people are the stars. If it weren't for forget things. I've never had writer's block, touch
peaple like you Skycled wouldn't have an outlet wood. It was quite difficult to get some of the
for getting press. lyries 1o actually come out. Vintage Whine, those
How aware are you about how influential both weren’t written 1o be Skyclad lyrics Those were
Sabbat and Skyclad have been to new bands?  songs I'd written over the last 2 years to be
I see that when [ see bands that are around. We therapy for me because of emotional bullshit |
rarely get credit for that. There's a whole thing went out with the daughter of Satan for about 6
happenmg n Germany the past 34 years where months. She tried to break my nose and things like
there’s a trend called folk metal I don't know if that It was an experience! T wrote all these things
you've heard of In Extremo, Subway to Sally, down and it came time to get lyrics and get music
there's a hell of a lot. A whole kind of trend and 1 together for the new album. 1 tried to write lynes
think we've had a hand in that. The thing is a lot and nothing happened, it didn't feel nght. | just
of these bands sing in German, happened to look through all my therspy lyrics
Metal Blade released the In Extremo album that I'd done and the first 3 just fit perfectly with
over here. the music that was on the tape. Actually singing
by it

heavy, they're alternative and punky but if you
likz Skyclad you'll like them.

You said you do the lyrics after the music's
done?

It can work different ways. I've got a few lyrics
lying around waiting for the nght song to come
along It all depends on the track. I've become a
bit more mvelved in the writing of the songs and
the melodies and things like that T've leamed
what a melody is after all these years! I really
enjoy getting a tape of music and sticking #t an
late at mght and seeing what that makes me think
of and want to write. I'll write a lyric and send it
off to the guys, they live in Newcastle and I live m
Nottingham, we meet up quite a lot, and 1t will
depend. It's all very different

Let me interrupt your train of thought here,
I'm looking through the Vintage Whine booklet
right now and the artwork is brilliant.

That's a very nice man called Duncan Stor, our
artist. He's going to be doing a page on our
website. Basically the budget the record company
offered for the artwork on the last album would
have just paid for the front cover. That would have
been it. Duncan said just have all this other stuff 1
have as well The whole album was done on =
very low budget The last abum for a record

1t’s really good about that was quite tricky i

There wasn't much press over here, | actually was quite a personal thing. 1t's not hidden in any
tried to get an interview and was told they way, it's m there what it was all about. There were
don't speuk English too well. a couprle of songs that 1 had a bit of trouble n the
They don't speak English at alll! We played studio to actually sng. None of those lynes were
Wacken with them in Hamburg earlier in the year. ever ntended 10 use as songs. That's why it's
There was a Japanese girl there that wanted to do called Vintage Whine. It was all bonled up for 2
an interview with them and | was the interpreter years [ just thought yeah, let it all out! It helps. It
She spoke English but no German and they don't keeps me sare The friendship, the support of the
speak English You definitely don't want to fans, actually being able to write my problems
mterview them, you wouldn't get & lot out of down and smg it and get it out it helped me
them! because ['ve been able to share it with other
What do you think of the kind of work Andy people. When | feel sad or depressed, it's helped
Sneap is doing these days? me to listen to lyrics by other bands. To Jmow that
It's very good, very heavy. I don't know if you've you're not alone, the way you're feeling 1s really

heard a band called Kill 1l This?

I've heard the name.

They're a British band, they're very new and
trendy soumding. but it's very good and the
production’s amazng! I've actually had a chat
with Andy and there's a possibility he might work
with Skyclad in the future. It's an idea we've
toyed with

He's definitely u pood producer,

Verygood.

But the problem from my perspective is he's
been working with the trendier bands.

I don’t know if Andy's style would work with a
band like Skyclad A lat of the drum sound s are
very sampled and that wouldn't work for Skyclad.
We're a hit traditionalists when it comes to that
We like real mstruments and real sounds and not
too many samples going on Andy’s sound is very
clicky and punchy and modermn. It would be
nteresting to work with him. I don't know what
he thinks of that. He said ‘Eeeehhhh, maybe '

The only pictures I've ever seen of him are
from 1989, and | have a feeling be's cut his
hair, has lons of piercings and lots of tattnos.
Oh no, he's exactly the same Just older. He still
has the long harr, it's gone a bit thin like mine. It's
still there Nice guy, Andy. Temmble to be in a
band with  We didn’t get on when we were in the
band together but when | don’t have to work with
hum he's great!

The one thing I want to dig into, because it's
the focal point of Skyclad to me, is the lyrics.
To a lot of people, me included, you are the best
lyricist in heavy metal.

Well thank you very much. [ ry my best. It's my
way of expressing myself I realized a very long
tume ago that | wasn't cut owt 1 play an
nstrument. I'm the most unmusical singer in the
whole world and it°s only after being m bands for
15, 16, 17 years that | have a clue about what's n
tune and what sn't [ sort of occasionally think of
a harmony and think *“Wow, that's a hit clever,’ |
do words, that's my thing from when | was a little
kid T've always enjoyed writing and telling stories

shitty and really bad, but if you can read
semeone’s lyric and associate with that you
realize this happens all the time. It's helped me,
and that's how | justify being so self mdulgent
writing about 2 years m my life. [ can’t mnagine
it's t people p larly want to know
about, but when they do it's really flatterng,
Actually, the lyrics of yours that hit me the
hardest was Jumping My Shadow.,

I was going out with the grl... do you know the
band Atrocity? It was Alex's half sister Yasmin
who sang on Calling the Rain | was gomg out
with her and we were having a nice time and we
were together about 9 months. That sort of all fell
apart because of the job I do, traveling around 1
was traveling in Germany on a tram and | wrote
that I'm a miserable little bastard! That's the
thing, 1 manage to keep a sense of humor in life
because 1 do get to wnite all that down I's saved
my life a couple of times. 1t's a useful thng to do
because | am positive in my life and try to keep
cheerful but If people read the lyrics they must
think I'm suicidal! He won't live to record the
next album, he's poing to blow his head off?

pany scenario.
It does sound 2 bit raw...

That's what we wanted With The Anrswer
Machine?, that was the most money we'd ever
spent. We spent a hell of a lot of money. It was
very polished, very smooth, That lost a bit of the
Skyclad energy The new album, a lot of the stuff
was recorded live, just bashed out in the studio, It
keeps the freshness, it has the energy there. It
actually has some balls to it The Aunswer
Machine?, we're very happy with that, it turned
out great, but to me there is a bit of that rawness
lacking.

From The Answer Machine?, what is Catherine
at the Wheel about?

It's probably worse n the States, but s a
scenario when you see women broken down at the
side of the motorway and some guy comes along
to give them a lifl, and he's & repist. Or some hittle
gurl's in a park and a guy comes along and rapes
her. It's an idea | had for a girl named Catherine,
she's a vampire, but she doesn't like feeding on
pecple. She's quite a nice sort of vampire. What
she's decided to do 1 feed off of these scumbags.
She waits for the side of the road with the bonnet,
the hood of the car up, some truck driver comes
along and if he tries anything he's dead meat. And
she hangs around in a park like a litle gl and
does the ‘T'm lost, where's my mommy?' sort of
thing, and if some pervert comes along dead
meat, again. Cathenine at the Wheel, she's
control, it’s a women's lib knd of song and also
my opmion of the kind of people who can rape
children and defenseless women

T've read a lot of your lyrics about the music
industry. Obviously you've had your run ins
with the business side,

Oh yes. We've had everything done to us! We've
been selfl managed now for sbout 4 years.

The bands that 1 ider inspirational with
the lyrics, the two primary ones are both
British. The first is Skyclad, I can't stress that
enough, | don’t know il you get your ego
stroked snough about that but you should.
You're definitely making me feel better today. |
had a really bad hangover and your flanery is very
kmnd. It makes me feel a lot better.

The other bund that gets to me, and this will
sound weird, is old Napalm Death.

I've never really heard any, to be honest.

That’s the band that got me into underground
music. The album, Utopia Banished, is pretty
much a 40 minute blast beat but the lyrics with
the political and emotional, hit me just right at
that point in my life.

It's cool when that happers. If you can find an
album that's just night at a certan pomt in time.
I'll have to check them out and have a listen. |
think I'll read some lyrics. It was the gruning that

and showing off and doing plays. | wanted to be put me off of them, I didn’t think the lyrics could

an actor, but it all went a bit wrong! All I'm doing be good. You couldn’t make them out at all! My

18 writing about things around me. People 1 meet, style of singing is extreme at tunes but that was

things that affect me in some way, A book, a film. really the lunit for me. [ was never into stuff like

Trying to write a little documentary about what that If you recommend it 1 shall check it out, The

it’s like to be a small human being alive at the end New Model Ammy, have you heard them?

of this century. The way that | think things are 1bave not heard them.

right in the world, the way things are wrong i the Check them owt. If you like good lyrics check

waorld. It has to come out. them out They're very good They are a big
mifluence on Skyclad in a lot of ways. They re not

Definitely the way for us to work.

Wasn't one of the guys in Venom mansging
you before?

Yes [t wasn't a pleasant experisnce. When you're
self managed you have control over the moncy
and you make sure the money goes to the people

who are actually doing the work, which = us!
When you have a manager who i taking 20% of
your money for I don’t know what a lot of the
time, there’s a lot of money foating around in this
industry. It's magic money. You see it floating in
the mr, tens of thousands of pounds, but if you try
to grab it it disappears in a puff of smoke. There’s
so much money wasted and passed around The
little bits that trickle down to the musicians, who
are the people making the music, is such a small
amount. We try to redirect that money a little bit
more towards us. A lot of people think when
they're young and in a band that you have to have
a hut 1o make money. There's a whole world of
musicians out there who sell enough records to
eam the same kind of living they could being a
mechanic or truck driver or working a regular 9 to
5 job, It's good if you can get to the stage of
making that kind of money from something you
love. 1t's a privilege, really. Skyclad is never band
to ever have a hit and if we ever do make money 1
think we’ll appreciate it and use it very wisely.
Sometimes if a band's first deal 15 with a major
they get millions plowed mto them and they never
seem 10 last very long I'd rather do what we've
done with Skyclad which @ to s¢ll a few records
for a very long time than sell a lot of records fora
very short tune Michael Jackson records one
album and sells 30 million copies. We're going to
record 50 million albums and sell one copy of
cach! I'a a different approach. There isa way 10
make money from music without having a hit. I's
an important thing for musicians to bear in mind.
AC/DC hut the nail on the head when they say it's
a long way to the top if you wani to rock n roll
It's taken us 10 years of hard work and suffering
to get to the point where we're making a basic
living We must be insane!

Another big lyrical topic is politics and the
plight of the common man,

Politicans we wankers! You see things about how
govemments and politicians rule this world and
it's absolutely disgusting T watched a program
about how the Bnitish government are indirectly
condoning the sale of arms to countries that have
the worst huran rights records you can imagine!
Our country will say these things are temble,
politicians will go on TV and say how these things
disgust them, and then you find out they're
shareholders for a company who sells anti-
personnel mines to these countries! You watch
things like that and it's absolutaly terrible. There's
a lot gong on n Britam, you probably don't hear
about it much m the States, with the comuption
where people are swndling money left right and
center! Bill Chnton, how can this man still be the
President of Amenca? This man  a lar! [ don't
understand it! Here's the most powerful man n
the world. He can kill us all in the next 10 minutes
with the nght phone call and nght authorization
code. What's he going to do? Say *Sonvy, I didn't
mean to push the batton." ‘1 didn't inhale.' lt's
temible Most people do not care, and they are not
mterested in politics. These people use that to
their advantage. People say ‘I've got my TV, my
can of beer, my Playstation.” Unfortunately these
people are makmg millions ofl of our apathy. I'm
sure there are good politicians out there but
they're probably like the good bands. They don't
get any coverage. Nice people don’t seem to get
anywhere because you do have to be a bastard 10

make it in that industry




In Atlants we have a controversy going on with tobacco farmers. It's hilarious. Well it's not, swordfighting sort of film but not on par with the
the police detail that guards the mayor's house but it is. first one.

24 bours a day. It turns out that they run Western culture’s drugs of choice are tobacco and What about books?

license tag checks on svery car that visits the alcohol You have a government here that Again, all sorts. Bits of philosophy. The best
mr'nMYwMupm«mWr.nwﬂmmmmwmwbmmdmh[booh!‘we\rm-rud.. have you read any of the
that sounds ressonable. Well one of the but if someone wants to smoke a jount they're a Flashman books?

mayor's son's friends drives up in a stolen car. social deviant! I've never seen anyone smoke a No,
Thym&lhpMmdwms«&ejaﬂmdpmmdmaﬁﬁt.]l:hﬂhywm By George MacDonald Fraser. Really brilliant. In
mayor's reaction is to command the police to and makes you relax.  Unfortunately the Tom Brown's School Days, the bully was called
leIun.crnllﬂnnﬂmchmnnuybndypvmmtm'tmnkemwshmmhmm Flashman The author took him about of the
that comes to his house, 50 they're not interested. school and put huim mto the Victonan Entish
Theymuhmehwnlhnlruleﬂwnltnfmnﬂlhlnanirﬂpmpuﬁn.l‘u”ynﬂnidmny,wthumV'morbwmpowwhﬂ'm
they don't even follow these laws The now and have never had a drop of alcohol. last century. This guy is a total coward and a cheat
mmlives,thslutpvmnmnlw'whadhhdropmhedwelmnjgh.t.'Hitmov«dwmdaliumdawnmmr.ﬁ:a]waysomum
Britain were very conservative as the name head with a huge hammer! smelling the roses but he’s a total coward and he
suggests. Victorian family values, Great Britain’s Sinful Ensemble was interesting, the idea that wants to run away from every battle. Things like
not great any , stop P graph and really these horrible dictators aren’t unususl people, thal, but he always ends up being the hero and
tighten down on the pecple. And then you find out that anyone could be like that. getting all the honors. It's set in this historical
ﬂwymhvolvadinailmruofm:ﬂ'l'Ponplott'launu;abotnapubmhanmdiiyoucmmﬁrmmmi that's very accurate. You can
dead with fat things just mﬂfadwﬂwhhm!magmeh's&mﬂaymw!kwdmmgmmmﬂy leam about history. If you read a
‘Hey.whnl‘:gningunheu"?heymﬂnpw;lenlllhnepenplelﬂwl{iﬂetmdc;ligulamdthn textbook, the history would be very boring But
preaching to us, holier than thou, live by these like, evil people from history, behaving in a way because it's m the context of this story, it's
standards Well these people don't! It's all the typical Eritish beer hooligans would behave brilliant. It's really good. Check some of them out,
happened again in recent months. I'd don’t think on a Saturday night They're drinking pints of there must be 10 or 15. [ cry with laughter! This
there's many trustworthy politicians. beer and arguing and that’s the mentality you get Flashman with the scrapes he gets himself mto,
All the fime the Republicans were trying to when you're in certain bars in Britamn and I'm sure and how he gets himself out, it's really coal! It's
take down the President over the sex scandal, everywhere in the world. A very, what would you gota good sense of humor

the Speaker of the House hud a mistress the say, redneck kind of attitude. 1 thoug! it was @ My current kick om authors are Terry
entire time! It's depressing. If Bill Clinton’s funny idea for o song All these dictators and Goodkind and Michael Moorcock
going to lie about things like this that have murderers and evil people in hell and they've got Michael Moorcock is very good. I haven't read
nothing to do with running the country to their own pub and they're doing their thng. anything from him for a very long ume. Cne of
protect his own butt, what is he going to say You have s big family theme in many songs. the best books I've ever read was Mythigo Wood
about things that are really important? Oh yes. Quits a few! Family is a very important by Robert Holdstock. It's a series of three books,
Exactly. That's exactly the way 1 fcel about it thing Constance Etemal was done for my the rest aren’t quite so good but the first was
Once someone has proved they can lie that g:mdmudm.[mchlt]umnmingshadied.lhi!h:mma]lypodnwwnyonyrdbyBﬁm
effectively, he swore that nothing kad happened was over in Germany and | got a telephone call. 1 Bales.

with totally a poker face, what will he lie about sat down and wrote that. There's also No Deposit The Dreamweaver album was based on that
next? No Return which i a thank you to my parents for one?

Where the apathy comes in is that lots of supporting me and giving me a chance to do this Yep, What am 1 reading right now? Are you
people wmy it doesn't matter just because career. Even though I'm sure my mother thinks familiar with a guy named Kenneth Willrams,
they're political allies, that it doessn't matter I'm mnsane! Absolutely poverty stricken and living from the Carry On films? He's the guys with the
Uhtkludn[pom-hlluhnguhmmnﬂ'ofr.imofbukndbmmdpomouﬁx 10 big nese and he sounds like he's talking with a
the country. To me that is so ass backwards! years! When she sees things like magazine articles mouth full of plunibs. He kept a diary all his life
Mﬁllﬁtmllﬁﬂuwuy&llumqmbningonﬂucuvmul'umpz.hms,h:}mmtlilwlnllndh:m][:\uryhmmmgmm
ure doing the same damn things! my mum it is worthwhile after all. Then I borrow lived through a lot of things. He worked with a lot
Adolf Hitler did a very good job of ruming money off of her and cant pay her backi I don't of people, comedians like Tony Hancock and
Germany And not a very nice man. But the roads think she feels the same then people like that. He had a very sad life because he
got built and the cars and things lke that were If you played something like the Milwaukee was gay when that wasn't allowed to be gay. He
efficient but it doesn’t make one a nice person. If Metalfest, how do you come up with a set list? felt guilty about that He wasn't a happy chap, he
that happened in Britain I'd hope he'd be out, and We talked about that with Nuclear Blast, we've had a sad life really. The last entry, the last line
1 was really hoping Clinton would be cut Tha got to get out, so I'm sure we'd do tha. We can was “What's the bloody pomt?' before he killed
States have a very big influence on what happens put on a killer 30 minute set with all the songs we himself 1 think a lot of comedians, it's interesting
in Britain and Clinton i the most powerful man in have the Juxury of choosmg. For the last album we that a lot of these people that are so happy on the
the world. It frightens me that the most powerful actually did an unplugged tour of Irish pubs in outside are actually very sad people

man in the world is a bare faced liar It really does. Germany, that showed a completely different side The last few quesitions are gemeral interest
For wur children snd their children, what is the of Skyclad as well We took a lot of the old questions about Britain, and you seem aware of
world going to come to? The way 1 see it our songs, really heavy, and rewrote them as folk what goes on, so...

planet s dying. The end of the world's happened songs. We went out last year about Chrstmas and The political scene is m an uproar, everyone 1s
only nobody's noticed it yet. You won't be able to did that. We didn't make any money but we didn't lymg and cheating all over the place 1 den't
go outside without being wrapped 1p because the lose any either. We had a month of gong to a know. Britam’s changing very quickly, it's
hole in the ozone layer will be so big you'll get different pub every night in Germany! catching up with Europe with being part of the
cancer after 10 minutes The air will be Mornings must have been hell! European Community. There’s still a lot of people
unbreathable, the water will be undrinkable;, and It was. My liver was about the size of a walnut by who think of Britan as an sland which is a sad
nobody's bothered! There's thmgs m the the time we were done It was a good laugh, we and narrow minded way to look at it We're very
newspaper, the World Heath Organization talking were cracking jokes onstage, doing standup irsignificant here in a lot of ways. There's this
abeut the effect global warming i going to have between sangs Some of the heavy songs rewritten mentality that Britam's best and the foothall
on the planet and it’s going to be temible! Your as folk songs was good. hooligan sort of mentality, | hate that about
article on that will be one column on page 6 of the How long is your regular headlining set with all Britam. It's very backwards and very insular It's
newspaper and on the front page will be what hat these albums out? not something | admire. But there's a lot of good
the Queen's wearing! This article is basically Until we fall over. Generally we do an hour and a here as well A lot of very mce people, faendly
saying in the next 60 years we won't be able to half, three quarters A lot of it i limited to how people, thnking people I'm happy that [ was bom
live on the planet anymore. What are we gong to long you can keep gomng. A lot of the drums are n Britam and grew up here, really.

do then? I'm sure the people creaming off the quite intense. Some songs off of Vintage Whine He muin British influence here we get are the
millions have some spaceship. I'm affaid for the are easy for the rest of us but for the drummer, this TV comedy series. Monty Python is really
rest of us. It might happen in our lifetimes but I'm guy’s building a house all the way through! He popular, we get Fawlty Towers, Are You Being
affaid our children will have a very different needs extra arms and logs! Served?

world to live in. It won't be a picnic. Why can’t 'What kind of films do you enjoy? A lot of the old stuff is really good They're
we see we can't just keep taking from the world [ like all knds of things I like quite a bit of making a lot of rabbish now. Total garbage
without giving something back? It's just common science fiction. Horror. Everything really. I don't One thing that has a cult following is Red
serse, I'm not the world's most intelligent man like these romantic films, Titanic sorts of things. Dward.

and I can see this, Why can't these people? They I've never scen that one so maybe I shouldn’t leap That s brilliant! Have you seen any of them?
can, but they're just covering it all up. The Mad to conclusions but that sort of thing has never Yes.

Cow disease in Britain, things like that. British appealed to me. Soppy romantic stuff is a bit That's REALLY good!

meat is poison! The reason I'm vegetanan is I saccharin sweet to me. Clockwork Orange is one Blackadder.

watched a documeniary about slaughterhouses of my favorites. It's absolutely brilliant! That film Elackadder is really good. There's one called The
undercover. Not just the cruelty side, but the inspired a lot of other films like Traimspotting It League of Gentlemen. [ think British people do
hygiene side. I'm not eating that muck! And was years ahead of it's time. Exealibur. have a good sense of humer, it's one of our good
nobody knows! The ol P d Oh yeah! That was excellent! points. The Briish make good comedy. | must
to tell everyone the worst thing you can get from Highlander, the first onel I'm not sure about the admit I'm not a big fan of American comedy.
smoking is a smoker's cough for about 50 years. others, they kind of lost the plot a litde bit. The Although I watch Frazier, that makes me lsugh a
All of a sudden, it's the most deadly thing in the first one is brilliant the way that one 1s done. litle bit. 1 definitely think there are things the
world! How have the y managed to get away with The Renegad ion of the d one, where Bntish are good at and comedy 1 one of them
this for so long? Because the governments wers lhyuhuluhplnnbht.m'thd.ﬂ-Wu'wgmapodayefmmednuﬂ In a way
making so much revenue from the taxes. third one I shut off after 10 minutes. with the Skyclad lyrics, they're very, I don't
At the same fime the government is cracking The second one to me was like a completely know, a few things are more Monty Python and |
down on tobaeco over here, they're subsidizing different film. It was quite good as an action think it is very important to be sble to laugh at

yourself 1 try to do that with the lyries. 1 think
that s a very Britsh thing to lock at your
situation, look at yourself, and have a good laugh
about it

The American version of Whose Line Is It
Anyway? is popular.

Thats very good. ['ve not seen the Amencan one
I'm not sure of ther names but there are a few
Amencan guys on the Brtish one. They're very
funny gays.

Two of them are on the American version too.
It’s almost not fair, hey, they know how to do
this better!

1t’s very clever They must rehearse that a little bit
or they'd have to be geniuses!

Especially the songs.

It really is good

I don't know how much American TV you get
over there...

Quite & bit, bt not so much of the good stuff,
probably

There isn't much! But we get all these comedies
over the years, so what ure some of the less
goofy things we've been missing out on?

Good things that have come out of Brtam? If
you're into science and nature, we have a brilliant
documentary, Walking With Dinosaurs, it’s made
with the guys from Jurassic Park together wath the
BBC. It's a nature documentary but they've
computer generated dinosaurs and put them m real
backgrounds. Very well done, with bus of
animatronics, There's one called Universe which
just fimshed We are so insignificant on this
planet. really We're a grain of dust

Over here, it's a big deal of course with the
American Revolution in 1776 and yay, we
fought off the evil British, rah rah rah. What is
the slant on thut over in England? How is that
taught in the schools?

To be honest, it’s not really. It's covered, but
for you guys, it’s 3 lig thing but it s played down
aver here. They mention the War of Independence
and we lost, but.. 1t has been a very long time
since I've been 1o school! 1 personally never
learned about it 1t's the buth of your nation. it's a
big deal, but it’s played down here, the same way
the slave trade and all the atrocities the British did
in Africa and India. You get programs about that
now, black, colored, and Asian people who have
looked mto it and made documentaries aboul it
Before the last 10 years, you never knew the
things the British did n Indis and Africa It was
on par with Nazi Germany m marny ways.

You brought that up... in the US, racism and
racial issues are still » big deal How is that in
England?

We have that here. You get a lot of mesm. To get
back to the pub situation, there's a lot of pubs you
won't go into if you're black, or if you have long
har, things like that There are a lot stupid small
minded people who don't like black people,
foreigners, things like that. Same way there's a lot
of black people living here who don’t like the
British very much 1's sad and stupid really. What
you realize watching that documentary about the
universe 15 that you see how small and
nsignificant our world 1s in the cosmic scheme of
things. And you thnk how someone could hate
someone who comes from the next village or
somewhere that seems far away, or because of the
color of their skin. 1 have good frends who are
black, but I also know total idiots who are black. 1
know white people who are total idiots as well. It
only matters what's in your hean at the end of the
day. If | have & prejudice, I'm stupdist [ have
stupid people, | hate wgnorance. It really 15 an evil
thing Ignorance of other people and their
situations. That's where all the wars get started.
You see documentaries about wars and all the
things people are fighting over in Eastem Europe,
they're obviously cruclly important to those
people, but is it really worth all that camage and
mass murder? For a couple of kilometers of din?
The best thing that could happen 1s if the aliens
landed tomorrow and we could realize how
insignificant we are. Whether you come from the
States or Britamn or Afnca it wouldn't make a
difference.

Well, that’s about all I got. I'll probably think
of more things 10 minutes from now...

Well thark you very much! It's been really nice
talking to you, you got rid of my hangover!

www skyclad co.uk
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Denmark's newest hope is already breaking through big-time in Europe with their true heavy
power metal, and now it's time for America as well to succumb to this great metal band.

Manticora's music will appeal to all fans of huge guitar- and drum-based metal in the vein of

Blind Guardian, Gamma Ray and lced Earth.

Fantastic drumming, superb riffing and a truely unique vocal-approach makes this the big hit of '99.
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I don't even know where to start. My vecabulary
15 oo wmall to describe Solefald. Their debut on
Avanigarde, The Linear Scaffold, was weirdshit
Sfucked. 1 loved it! The new one, Neonism, is evin
maoreso. And I love it! From a black metal base 1o
Calvin Klein? Ohmy... let's have half of this nutty
duo, namely Lazare, explain this. he can't
ebfuscate things any maore that | already have...

So how are you doing today?

I'm OK. Abit ured. I've been working all day.
‘What do you do for a living?

| work as 2 researcher and reporter fora TV show.
It's called Metropol Live

I'm always worried with people in bands like
yours that you pump gas or something. That
takes away from the mystique. The first thing I
really wanted to talk to you about is the
attention this album's been getting. It seems to
be a lot more than the last one. That one | just
saw a few reviews for. For the new one you
have articles in Terrorizer and Metal Maniacs,
the main magazines for the English speaking
countries..

Which s mice for us of course! The main reason
it's gotten so much attention 1s that 1's shightly out
of the normal It's not an ordinary black metal
album, 4 lot of people when they listened to our
last albann thought "Well, there's some interesting
stuff with new things.' When they heard Neonism,
it became clear that we have our own thing that
we do. We don't settle for compromises when it
comes- 1o making music. It 1s really nice to have
that attention around the album. It seems also that
attenition has been more divided than on the last
one. People either love # or hate it. | have spoken
with a few people that really hate it as well. Which
1 really cool As long as music wakes up feelings
in people, it doesn’t matter much to me whether it
is good or bad feelings. As long as jt triggers
something in you, So it's interesting to see how
people resct. | have one great fear and that s
mediocrity. I'm really afraid of making a mediocre
album. | hope | never do that
You've avoided it so far. What
were the sales figures for the
first album?

I'm not really sure. The last time
I spoke to Avantgarde about the
sales figures was quile some
tume ago. | think it totalled 6000
to 6500, [t's not a lot. but s
OK for a debut album.

Do you know how the
response from the actual
buying public is for this one?
Actually | do. We printed our
email addresses inside the cover
or Neomsm. 1 get tons of mail
from people who have bought
the album They are either
really umpressed with it and
want to tell me that, or really
pused off with it and want to
tell me that as welll It's very
miteresting I'm saving all those
maps Were having experiment
with people. Neomsm 18
expenmenting with how people
react to things outside the norm.
The black metal audience 1
really conservative A lot of
Norwegian bands try to do
something not like that, for
mstance Ulver (ool-ver),
Arcturus, bands like that
Reactions are very vaned It's
really mteresting to see. Most of
the reactions have been really
positive

With the expanded publicity
and attention you're
receiving how do you think
that is going to clash with the
natural popular limitations of
your music? It's definitely not
something your everyday
metal fan is going to pick up
and go "Yeah!'

To be honest with you I'm not
quite sure. It's going to be
mteresting to see. When we
make music we just sit down
and make music we want to
make. We don't have any
limitations. If we want to make
a flamenco song, we make it If

we want to make pure black metal songs, we do it.
Our music has the potential to be liked by quite a
lot of people, and the reactions we've gotten
towards Neomsm show that as well Lots of
people not nommally into metal music are really
nto Neonism. People that don't listen to metal and
don't read heavy metal magazines are starung o
listen to our music and enjoying it. They are
having problems with the harder parts and songs
like Fluorescent and Speed Increased to Scaffold.
They really like songs like tracks number seven
and eyght, for instance (Backback Baba and Third
Person Plural), without the harsh vocals. [t's
interesting to see that it 1 breaking borders
between musical styles and audiences, which s
really positive for us.

With someone that plays music like yours, 1
have to asi. What does your record collection
at home look like?

Oh Christ, | have 1500 CDs! It's everything! I'm a
really huge fan of the progressive movement of
the late 60s and early 70s. King Crimson, Gentle
Gants. Also I'm a bug fan of the really early
Norwegian black metal movement. | kand of enjoy
Venom and Bathory as well, but that's not really
my cup of tea, I'm a really big fan of Mr. Bungle 1
also really love Anglagird, 8 Swedish progressive
band They released 2 albums in the early 90s
Fabulous albums! There's also a Swedish jazz
group called Eshjom Svenssons Trio. That's really
nice music. Loads of different stuff A lot of
breakbeats. Squarepusher Do you know
Squarepusher!

1'm a die hard metal fan. [ like a lot of the more
off the wall metal, so I have these problems
when [ talk to you guys and you name all of
this other stuff T just like it when it has the
harder edge and moves into the realm of metal.
Like the last Death album, totally progressive...
Yerh! Yeah! Have you heard of Aphex Twin?

I have heard of them. but not too much by
them.

1 really love them, or hum | should say, as well
The videos are brlliant as well, made by Chris
Cunningham, who used to do special effects for
the Aliens movies I'm mspired by lots of different
music, which 15 why Solefald sounds the way it
does.

How did you get together with Cornelius o do
this kind of music?

I actually met Comelius m Paris! We went on the
same trip and [ got to know him in Pans. We
found out we had the same interests when it came
to music. Back then we were both die hard black
metal freaks, so we decided we wanted to do black
metal as well. We got together to record a demo
and we discovered we wanted to do more than just
black metal, In many ways the die hard black
metal had already outdone its role. That would
have been 94 or 95. We wanted to incorporate
something else into the black metal. We had the
same ideas when it came to that, and that's how

we  started  developing  this musical
compamonship
How old are you guys?

I'm 23, and Comels is 21

This is a problem. Everyone making the music
is younger than I am! I'm going to be turning
25 in a couple of months. That's one of the
things that kicked me into starting the zime,
reading where all these people are 18, 19, or
whatever and they're doing something and I'm
not!

In Norway, it's like that. People start really early
with the music. If you're mnto music, you usaally
play in a band before you're 14 years old It's
really easy to be playing i a band n Norway It's
quite easy to find a place to rehearse. It's not wo
expensive  either because you have this

arrangement that the state has for you, I guess
thats why there are so many bands m Norway
Same thmg m Sweden actually.

Is it the same as in Sweden where there are so
many bands that there aren't any actual fans

and it's tough to play shows?

That's the weird thing about Norway, We have a
population of 4.5 million people Which s
nothing that's the whole country! And we have all
these bands. Anyone who likes black metal plays
mn a band! That's also why everyone plays in each
other's bands as well. If you lock in different
Norwegian albums, there's always somebody that
plays in another band In that other band, there's
another guy who plays in another band
Everythng 1s intertwined.

So when there are actual shows by Norwegian
bands in Norway, is it the kind of the thing
where people sit there with their arms crossed?
It depends on whe's playmg If Mayhem &
playing the audience is going crazy. 1f it's one of
the smaller bands, then there's the audience
standing there with the arms crossed, judging if
it's good enough It's getting kind of big We've
had black metal bands playing national TV shows!
It's gettmg up there.

Wasn't Covenant up for some music award this
past year?

Yeah! | was actually m the jury. I've been working
as a music journalist for the past 4 or § years. Ths
i the biggest music award n Norway, like the
CGrrammies. There's this metal category and usually
i's been handed cut to bands likke TNT for
instance, bands that are kind of metal, but not very
hard. This tume it seems they wanted to change
that so they elected a jury of people who are really
mto metal. People like me! We had Covenant and
Dimmu Borgr fighting for the main prize
When the Grammy i were
here last year it was a big surprise that Judas
Priest was on the listt Wait » minute, they
really are a metal band!

Then you start thinking, it is a metal category,
maybe it should be that way! This is real metal,
this 15 the true metal!

1I'm just getting tired of secing all of the Alice in
Chains, Nine Inch Nails, heavier stuff but jt
really isn't metal. Hey, let's actually
talk about your band while I have
you on the phone! How do you put
your songs together? It just doesn't
seem like you just do a riff, build
around that, and there's a song...

We make songs with Comehus playmg
guitar and me playng the keyboard, We
make them at my place. | have a 4 wrack
recorder and we just make nffs and
record them, we listen to the different
riffs and we start with one and we try 1o
develop it. Many of the guitar riffs are
kind of sumple standard riffs but when
you put the synthesizer on top il's
gettng twisted! We usually just start
with one nff after we've made a whole
bunch and develop it flom one nff to
another. We always have this other nff
that we are supposed to end up with
Then we just take it fom there We
have no boundaries when it comes to
using nffs we like, so that's why you
have this twisting and tuming in the
music. On Speed Increased to Scaffold
we found out we really wanted to have
an electronic part in the middle of 1, so
1 just sat down and programmed it and
tried it out We thought it worked. We
just did it We're just jamming! We
have tapes and we ty to construct
vocals on top of it, end we exchange the
tapes. It goes back and forth until ir's
finished

Are there any specific dements one of
you favors over the other?

No. If the nff 15 good, if the music is
good, we'll use it, no matter what. If we
want to make a classic album, or an
album with flamenco songs, we do that
But right now [ don't thnk you have to
worry too much about that! We've made
some new songs for a new album, we're
entermng the studio again i the summer
of 2000. Comelus just moved to Pans
to study philosophy, so we had to make
the basics of the new songs before he
left. That's what we didl We wrote 10
new songs

10 mew ones already?

Yeah!

Wow. How are those going to be as
far as being related io your sound

now?

1




More metal related, actually More straghtforward
metal That's conceming the drums and guitars
There will be more synthesizers and of course the
vocals havent been made yet. We're still sending
tapes and CDs back and forth

How advanced with all of these idess was your
demo compared to The Linear Scaffold?

We definitely had the same ideas. For nstance on
one seng we had a bagnpe solo! We thought
about this idea of mcorporsted red music m all the

the ‘red music with black edges' explnation for
our music. We had the ideas, but they're not as
apparent there as they are on Neomism. It's normal
to develop sfterwards from the demo and each
album. But we're still really pleased with the
demo, It was recorded dunng one weekend mn a
bam. A frend of ours had an 8 track We're
actually releasing that on CD in March or April,
together with 1 completely new sorg that we
recorded during the Meonism sessiona. It's quite
different from the other ones so we saved it. There
are also gomng to be quite a few songs remixed by
other people

Are these going to be the electronic remix
Sy,

Yes

Ahh. Not exactly my favorite.

The artists will be quite different from the other
ones that black metal artists have used We'll have
4 remix made by Monumentumn, there will be one
remix done by the Cranes I play in mnother band
called God Com together with Mark from the
Cranes. That's a side project. [ asked him to remix
a tune and he said yes! There's one remix done by
Tdfrost, on Cold Meat Industries.
gloomy, the things he does for Cold Meat
Industries. Soundtrack music from the mddle
ages, basically. He's dong a remix of CK 11
Chanel 46 It tamed out to be a totally frenetic
drum and bass song Really cool and really hard!
It'll be mteresting

I hope so. | can only promise to give it an open

ear.

That's one of the funmest things because on the
same album we'll have all these techno remixes
and we'll also have the 4 songs from the demo
which is the raw black metal side of Solefald. And
then the 1 totally new song 1 guess we'll have 11
or 12 songs on the album. It's meant to be a
service to everyone writing us and asking for the
demo. We only printed 300 copies and we sold
that demo out i 10 weeks or somethmg We

answering everyone saymg Mo, we haven't had
that demo in 3 or 4 years!" And we thought it
would be great fun to have the remixes as well on
the same album, just because we wanted to. | do
techno on the side, [ have a project called djiij
[yes, that's how he spells it- ed], which s more
drum bass related music. Tl release an EF under
that moniker in the spring. only on vinyl. Limited
to 100 copies! Just for the fun of it

that a lot of Norwegian bands, especially ones
that come from black metal, seems 1o be going
in the electronic direction these days?

I don't resfly know! I spoke with Chris from

kind of natural They had that in their music all the last album, When the Moon is On the from and we should honor nature.' In Norway we
the time. Since the first EP, they've had that aspect Wave, the end where it's just the piano and the have these huge mountains and the fords, blah

of the music. It's kind of the same thing with
Solefald, we've had the opportunity to have the
electronics in the music all the time, and it seemed
really natural for us thi time. But the 10 new
songs are very much more metal because I do a lot
of techno on the side so & split things off |
concentrate a littler more on the metal parts with

screaming going on, that's it! That's different!
Whe's idea was that?

The story of the ending of When the Moon is On
the Wave iz we recorded The Linear Scaffold m 7
days, which 1s not 8 lot of ime. Comelius did all
of the harsh vocals in one day, His voice was kind
of tired when it came to the end of the day. We

Solefald 1 don't see the harm mn mixmng them just came up with this idea that it would be
hilack, which is where we came up with the idea of Perhaps it depends on the band. If you play in a interssting to just have the pians to represent the

black metal band, singing about the mountains and
forests and the fjords of Norway it does seem kind

melodic side of Solefald together with the
screaming, His voice is really wom out. You can

of weird to jump on the electronic wagon But if hear that! This is him giving everything he's got

you do like we do in Neonism singing about the
lights of the city basically, it's more natural
T understand you're joining Borknagar?
1 have jomed them, actually, We're working on
new material with Oystein (oy-stine). We were
supposed to go into the studio n December but it's

left n those text lines in the end We thought it
would be a nice ending with the melodic side and
the harsh side, stripped down to just the basics.
That's it.

Most albums make sure they start strong but
not many end on something memorable as well,

been delayed until January Peter (Tagigen of and that does do that. As for Neonism, I'l

Abyss Studios) called us and asked us if it was
CK to come in January instead of December It
actually is quite OK with us. It gives us more time
to prepare | sent Oysten a tape todsy with
suggestions for synthesizers on 4 new songs.

Isaw them when they were here with Emperor
a couple of months ago. 1 thought they just
blew everybody off the stage.

That's cool to hear!

Borknagar is one of my favorite bands, The kast
two albums bave just been amazing. S0 you
better not screw them up!

The new stufl s even better. It's going to be really
cool We're planning on coming back to the States

Its kmd of w about a year's tume for another US tour, with me

on keyboards! The keyboard parts will be there
live

The pack ¢ for Solefald is definitely uni
We hopem Hmlwu&n:mtﬂﬂmnl]em The
first album had a painting by a
ngmpumncnﬂedOddednm Amlly
special style because he's a naturalist. He's kind of
shstract, which is why we wanted to use one of his
pamtmgs. We got lus permission. On Neonism we
wed a well known Norwegian fashion
idens we had for the cover and band pictures and

admit I've only bad it for a week so I'm still
listening enmtirely om repest, or skipping
around, so the beginning to end Mlow hasn't hit
me

I think it will We sat down and put down the
album very carefully when it came to what songs
were supposed to go where. We have the same
ideas for that one as we did for the Linear Scaffold
as well, just executed i a different way.

How do all of the vocals work when you play
live?

He has no problems. | have no idea how he does
it. He can scream and scream for hours without
gettng hoarse. Nome of our albums have effects
on his voice other than echoes. Most other bands
use effects to have a harsher roar Comelius
doesn't need that It's just echoes and reverbs
How do you do your vocal parts live?

1 just do the basic lines. We have one voice live.
y Our music is hard to do live 30 we had to strip it
down live. The keyboard amangements can be
really hard to do live. Sometimes there are 3 or 4
lines of keyboards and they're all doing different
stuff | have to extract the basics and play that and
do that live. We don't do very many shows with
Solefald It's basically a studio band We have 3
live musicians we can bring out on tour if we want

blah blah. Black metal bands are doing a Norway
commiercial!
Wheoa, whoa... commercials?
Many black metal bands, singing about the nature
Oh, like tourist snnouncements with the
nature!
Yesh. In Oslo, we have a black metal tourism.
People come, especally from Germany, they
came to Oslo to see the churches that have been
bumt down and meet the people who play in black
metal bands. It's really funny.
Especially Germany. How many bands do they
have on their own? It's like in the Lords of
Chaos book, there's this picture, frozen-over
branches with the cuption 'The frozen
landscape of Norway.! Well this s relevant to
what's in the book!
What did you think about that book?
1 wasn't familiar about the suthor beforehand,
but I learned about him afterwards. 1 was
actually kind of shocked with his right wing
affiliations.
Yeah, Blood Axis. When 1 read it, [ was really
pused. It's not protrayed in the nght way. If you
reustrdtofClmmemdnn'tptthgﬁght
won of what h | here. On the other
Mulmclwﬂmd&ewymhswrmmm
s supporting Varg Vikemnes (varg VEEK-emez)
He lovka up to hun m many respects. | was really
pissed by that Tve written in a Norwegian
newspaper about it that people shouldn't buy the
book and they should be aware of what this author
does on the side with Blood Axis and the nght
g
It surprised me because when I read it I got the
impression, 1 don't know if it was just my
revulsion of the political mindset of Burzum, it
seemed to me it was more exposing that this
guy's an idiot.
It might be different | know everything about
everythug that happened in Norway. I've been in
the muddle of this thing | know these people
‘What | saw was it was done i the wrong way He
left his right wing philasophy showing through the
book. I can't stand the bock. He had a Norwegian
co-writer, Didrik Soderlind, he's always been

we developed the ideas with him. What you see on to but since 1 live in Oslo m Norway and fascinated by nght wing politics and fascism. [t's
the background of the front cover is Times Comelius lives in Pans in France it's hard to do notmy kind of book, put it that way. What it does
Square. The linle girl is a lavely little 5 year old pull things together like that Tl also be on tour is it gives you a genersl idea of what has

girl called Heidi. She was the little sister of the with Borknagar quite a lot now, so [ don't see very happened, and

the relationship between the

stylist. We had to keep her in the studic for 5 many live Solefald performances in the near harsher parts of black metal and the fascist
didn't print any after that We are getting tired of hours before she locked like that It was a litde future

mezan but it worked
Foor kid! What's the deal with all of your eyes?”
on The idea of the band pictures is that we wanted to
have as much conflict as possible You have a
conflict between fantasy and reality. A conilict
between earthlings and aliens with removing the
uyumdpmhmrmghhcknﬂneyu A:on.ﬂm
between peace and violence, a

The lyrics on Neonism, reading lil'ollh.
yu!-brlchg pop culture or king It p

movement. But oh well.
Thl pretty much does it for me. It's been

more?

It's more mocking. CK I Chanel #6 is the fashion
industry taken one step further. We compare
Calvin Klem to Charles Darwin. The way we see
it Calvin Klein is one of the [foremost
rves of fashion culture. He is kand of a

new and old with the knufe and the hidden gun
We just wanted to make a picture that makes you
stop and wonder. That's the basic idea behind the
picture.

How did you manage the special boxes for your

modwanmmnunyru;nm It's like Darwin
preached the survival of the fittest rule in Ongin
of the Species, and what Calvin Klein does is the
same thing except whalt he preaches is social
survival. Of course, fashion is the main thing you

Ulver, you know, Gann, who's a good friend of debut when you were an unknown commodity? have to keep up with socially speaking That's

mine. [ spoke to him about the electronic
movement with the black metal scene in Norway
It seems many people just grew tired of the metal
expression it seems. Other people want to

1t was Roberto from Avantgarde who suggested it.

why you have so many girls starving themselves

lking to you. Most people from
Nﬂ"l}.ﬂ’lllhpilhghﬂilryh'hgﬂ
them to talk.
1 know. It has to do with the way Norwegians talk
to people n everyday life. We're not big talken
usually. You have the exceptions. Like me! It's
harder to make me stop talking! Thanks for
showing nterest in Solefald
One last question. I'm interviewing Mikael
from Opeth in the morning. 1 thought it would
be interesting if you could come up with =
couple of weird questions for me to ask him.
Opeth? Let's see. [ haven't been listening to Opeth
since the first album.

T'm not quite sure where they print their albums to death because they want to be thin like Shame on you!
but they have all these special kinds of cases. I everyone in commercials, lrlmm:mnndmwmﬂnﬁtdb\mlmﬂo(orw
band that

know one other used the same

fashion industry and the 1g it and

Trds

of melodies from

system
mmmd&ymnm.ﬁsmmgwnhmvu;nckagilgmmdﬂﬂ‘l'ﬁ'ﬁSPmKﬂFuc*whtuimdunmmWﬂhmuﬁwmﬂ,ﬁmﬁmhmgmp.mm&hs‘ s inspired
i they just tumed nto & techno band GmuDu.hpulEumﬂuldun\hawmmmNauimuawrywbmuﬂ:m myrupum. by German drinking songs.
doesn't listen to black metal anymore It's another that box. It's a digipak basically, but with a plastic Solefald s an urban band, which quite Uh... will do.
thing with me and Comelius 1 still love black frame. We thought it would be a nice trademark uncommon for black metal bands. Mnltblacleylumuk:llamdpmnm'duugthﬂmklh
metal, [ listen to black metal a lot [ would never for Solefald lflworhadmm‘remﬂyplanodmatﬂbmd:ﬁgnbomiomuuﬂmh.ndnbtﬂlmtm:hn!gﬂmmbmmuf

give up black metal for techno but 1 don't think

with it, and it looks good as well.

Satan. Which is kind of ironic since most black

those are of German

there's amything wrong with mixing the two Definitely. It stands out. Now about your vocal nuulpwpiulmncmmdm"u their lives, d‘nhngwnga And ask him if he's having a hard
expressions. Techno can be extreme (oo, If you style. You're responsible for the black metal What they see of nature 15 when their p have

mix two extreme expressions like drum and bass

vocals?

taken them to the cottage m the spring duning

time fi songs b
10-12 minutes! <laughs>

all of his songs are

and black metal, it creates really mteresting No, that's Comelius. I do all the clear singing. Easter or something We want o be honest with OK, will do. Hopefully I won't get hung up oa
How do you work out the vocal melodies? our sudience and our fans. We don't preach things for that one!

results. For example, the Arcturus remix album.
I see what you're saying, but Hagalaz

There's a lot of multitracking going on.

we don't believe n or say we do things that we

Again, make it sound positive!

Runedance just put out an EP with severnl [use the 4 track. We always make a demo before don't do. I love the city. I'm not very fond of Well I'm going to blame it completely on you
remixes on it, and to me the ides with the going into the studio, | have all the music on one nature. Tll probably be shot for saying that as a
techno snd what original material meant in the track and | have 3 tracks to experiment with the Norwegian! If | have to travel cut of town I have Of course! No problem!

first pluce, that's a clash in the spirit of things. I vocals, so | try and fail and write different vocal to bring with me a piece of asphalt or city air in a OK, once again, thank you. Good luck with
know a lot of black mefal is concerned with the lines and make Kbm &. My style is kind of box!

ancient cold

dby2

and Tl definitely be looking

. Mike Patton and Yeah, I'd like nature more if it was inside. forwurd to the Borknugar

puast. album.
1 think it depends on the band With a band like SmLoBon.lm]lyIlenan-:ﬁxm Yeah! <laughs> Same thing with me. [ hate bugs, Brilliant! Maybe I'll see you on tour then.
Ulver, it was a really wewrd turn afler Maftens sirange reason, and I've always really liked his 1hate rain .. I don't like that part of it
Madrigal, which was the rawest black metal vocal style. 1 wanted to have clear passionate Give me the cool breeze and the picturesque www.avantgardemusic.com
album they released And they went straight into singing and special harmonies. | think it works. mountains and leave the rest somewhere else.
the techno stuff with the William Blake album I huve to ask on both of your CDs, the one | agree! Most black metal bands preach this very
That was weud. With a band like Arcturus, it is thing thut stands out and blows me awsy Is on romentic view of nature. "This is where we come

www.uio.no/~amecb/solefald html/
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The
resurgence of melodic metal has done some real
good the past couple of years. For me, personally,
the cool thing is that great American bands such
as Virgin Steele are starting to ge! their proper
due. They've been around forever, releasing their
epics of great heavy metal for mainly European
comsumption. For most of the 905, one David
DeFeis (De-FAY) has been in charge, and Virgin
Steele has been all about creating grand epic
concepls within their albums, The Houve of Atreus
Act I, out on Noive Records, isx the current
masterplece out on the shelves. Check out what
David has lo say, then go get yourself some
musical education and find out what epic REALLY
means,

So how are you doing?

Just hanging out at the studio, workmg on the
second half of House of Atreus

Any idea when that half will be out?

Probably the same time next year that Act | came
out this year, There might be a prerelease single i
May

I'll have to admit I got Invictus in July and that
was my first introduction to Virgin Steele. You
guys have been sround a long, long time and
I'm coming along pretty late in the game. Care
to go over some history”

Virgin Steele was formed m October of 1981

About 3 weeks later we were n the studio
recording what became our first album It was
done i less than a week, live m the studio, it cost
under 31000 1o make We began sending cassettes
of it out to various metal magazines such as
Kermang' and Metal Forces and so om The
response was quite favorable so we saud 'Hey,
there might be a market for this,” 10 we pressed
our own vinyl, 5000 copies, and sold them ou
quickly. We pressed another 5000 and before
those were sold out we had gotten our deal n
Europe with Music For Navons and in the US
with a company called Mongol Horde. We were
MFN 1, actually, the very first release on Music
For Nations. Before Metallica, before WASF,
before Manowar, before Mercyful Fate, before
Ratt, those came later. That company was first
called Food For Thought and their logo was two
sunny side eggs so we called them Over Easy
Records They changed it to Music For Nations
Then fullowed Guardians of the Flame in 1983,
then 84 was the EP, i Europe it was called Cry in
the Night, in the US 1t was Waste in the Night with
a different tracklisting Then Noble Savage, Age of
Cansent, Life Among the Ruins, Marriage of
Heaven and Hell Parts I and II, then Invictus, and
now House of Atreus 4ct I 1982 was the year the
fust album actually came out, but we recorded 1
ifi December 1981

You've certainly been at this u long time. The
last few records haven't had a3 US relense
When did that start where it was a European
only thing?

After Age of Consenl came out Life Among the
Ruins to House of Atreus Act [ it was just on
European mport, but now we have dct [ released
m the States agan. We'll see what that brings

Europe has always been very very good to us. We
tour there regularly. We're hoping to duplicate
that in the States, the environment seems mare
conducive to that now.

How does that feel for most of the 90s being
shut oul of your own country?

At first it was quite a big drag and frustrating
Then, who gives a shit? They really like us
Europe and we have the opportunity to go there
and play there so hey, nothing agamst the people,
it's the way the business works here. Whent hey
wanit to get hip and et back to what's going on,
then we shall retum. Meanwhile the people in the
know in the US would get the import and get them
directly from us. It's OK, there’s always been fans
mn the States Fans are the same all over. There's
just this blind msanity of the way the business
works here. You had to be Guns n Roses, or Del
Leppard, or that whole Seattle thing We never fit
any of those things.

You're definitely unique. You can hear hints of
this band or that, but there's no one band you
cun point to and say ‘Virgin Steele sound like
them." What was the evolution of the sound
over there years?

In the early stuff, the first album had these big
cpic songs like Children of the Storm or the title
track Virgin Steele, and Danger Zone. Then there
was more of sort of a Van Halenish thing, a hot
rod type of sound It was somewhat more chick
orientated i some spots. So it straddled both in
the carly days, because living here and being
mfluenced by Van Halen as well as the whole
European schtick and Led Zeppelin too. We
always had our foot m both worlds and even n
later albums like Life Among the Rums t's more
leading towards bluesy Zeppelin kind of thing.
But the epics were always there from the
begnning The second album had Guardian of the
Flame, Redeemer, these iz grandiose wacks. We
gradually, as | started takmg over more and more
of the writing. I'm very much at home with that
dramatic big epic style. The songs take on more of
that with each release and get more and more epic
onented

The last few records you've had this big
concepl going.

Yeah! The Marriage of Heaven and Hell Part |,
11, and Invictus is one big story. They are separate
albums and each is self contained but they are a
tnlogy concems twe characters and  their
incarniations  throughowt history. The male
character s Endyamon and the female character s
Emalmth The war of humanity agamsi the Gods
1 what those three records are about The Houve
of Atrens Act [ and of course Act IT 1s based on
2000 year old Greek myths, They've changed,
I've altered them along the way quite a bit It's
still pretty faithful to the story of a Greek writer
called Eschalus: There's quite a conceptual theme
going Even Noble Savage and Age of Consent,
they didn’t have an obvious concept, there isn't a
story through those albums like Afreus, but there
is an overall arching concept, that architecture that
keeps things cohesive
When did you first
interested in mythology?
When | wes a little kad [ hived n a theatrical
household My father has a theater company here
in Long Island, probably as far back as 1 can
remember [saw rehearsals of Greek trazedies and
comedies, Shakespeare, contemporary work, all
kinds of swuff So it always
sparked the dramatic side of me
and | took to reading myths
like water! This particular story
that House of Atrews is built on,
mn all my wandening through
the lands of myth, those people
and that story stays fresh m my
mind, probably because the
characters gre very human It's
a very real story It's a timeless
tale. It could happen today, it
could happen 5000 years from
next week It's the kind of
thing that's always there. | was
drawn to it for that reason. It's
this dramaic work of love,
hate, it has aggression, and a
very supernatural quality with
the gods and goddesses
There's a struggle gomng on,
there are four murders that
happen. It's heavy stuff for
metal, for opera. for music m
general

The whole thing with mainly
fantasy metal, things like
Rhupsady with the big sound,
I hear people compare some
of your concepts to ftheirs,
and it's not the same thing.
That stufl is more
Tolkienesque, Lord of the
Rings kind of thing 'When you

get  started  pgetting

see the the adverts, the imagery, it's all Lord of
the Rings. The lyrics are all elves and things
Freddie Mercury was singing sbout on Queen [
and I1. March of the Black Queen, songs like that
Do you think the American metal community
cun tuke to this? Most of them are still into
death metal and can’t stand proper singing,
Some peoplé have an aversion, they're mto that
grff death thmg and they don't want to hear
anything else, But | think people go through
things at particular ages. At ane pomnt in your life
you're into this, then you move on As you
experience more genres over time you tend to be
openminded. Virgin Steele fans, if you're mto
Virgin Steele, you tend to be more opennmnded
anyway because there's so many elements to the
thing. You wouldn’t like the band if you're only
nto one thing,

What is the basic age category of the fans in
Europe?

It's like 14 or 15 1o 50. People who liked metal
when they were young, or even rock like the
Beatles, those people are still there There are
people that are 40 to 50 years old at the shows,
with therr kads! It's amazing It's a broad thng
It's mixed female and male, with us. It's quite
cosmopolitan

I have this habit when listening to things of
listening on two levels... how [ like it, and then
wundering how everyone else will like it. For
most people in the US, Greek mythology is
probably more of a high school English topic.
I'm wondering if you think metal fans would go
for something that exists only in high school
classes?

| don't think it matters. It's not a listory lesson
you're getting here. It's emotion. The tale is
timeless. It doesn’t matter that it's set 2000 years
ago in Greece. It could be set today in New York
City or Detroit. The characters are very familiar,
the events are very famuliar, it’s happening every
day when we open up the news. 1 do give a
synopsis m the record of what's gomng on if you
want to delve into the myths That's there Go to
the library, go to the intemet, check it cut But the
overall feel of the thing, it isn't necessary. Ii’s like
Invictus, if you didn’t pick up Marriage I and I,
you wouldn’t be aware of the story but it doesn't
matter, you get the emotion, you sense what's
happening 1t's not crucial to follow line by line,
word by word, as long as you can get that
emotion. IU's something you grab pieces of over

something you greb right away and the favor
wears out like gum. It stays with vou

On the new one, it seems thal there's a lot more
of the piano parts between the metal songs, that
there's not us much of the metul epics on the
CD.

Thia 1 the firat act. It sets up a lot of the action for
things to come. There's a bit more focus on how
the story should come off, for example the pan
with Cassandra, | wanted that to be delicate. Not
as abrasive as some of the other tracks. On the
second record there's more aggression as the plot
thickens and things get hamner. There's a logical
development. Tt was supposed to come out as a
double album and things would be better
understood if you had the records side by side. Act
I while it is complete it does leave you hanging. If
you do follow the story you realize nothing 1s
resolved, it leaves you at a oriss pont The
second act wraps things up and there are more
tracks like Through the Ring of Fire. Bemg an
opera, | wanted it 1o be true w both worlds, metal
and classical music. I didn’t want to hold back and .
say ‘It needs more guitar and less piano’, thy s
what it 13, these are the songs, tske it or leave it
Unger the banner of what it was supposed to be, a
heavy metal opera, there is the freedom to do that
Some people who only want to hear cnmch,
erunch, after crunch erunch, might be put off with
other moments. But that's not my problem. I'm
mte music, I'm not into bemng pigeonholed nto
this ¢ne area. Under the banner of what 1 call
metal, the delicate moments are metal, because of
the harmonic vocabulary, the phmsings that | use
If you're a student of metal and of music in
general, you can distinguish between the genres,
not becsuse it sounds like this or that, but reslly
knowmng what you're dealing with as far as
harmonic vocabulary and rhythmic framework. It
still 8 metal. It's deep shit, you know? You have
to wade in deepl You won't get it at the first
listen, and you shouldn™ !

How have the typical Virgin Steele live shows
gone?

They're very much high energy affairs. We
prepare many, many songs from the releases for
the tour, so the shows are never exactly the same
every night. We're not a band that does 15 songs
every mght, over, done, same show every night. It
doesn’t happen. We jam, we strip some songs out,
we shorten others, we change the set list nightly.
It's n the vemn of how Zeppelin would tour. Dazed




and Confused could be 20 munutes! Not that we
go that indulgent on any of the tracks. But there s
a spontanecus quality. I'll write a set list and then
1 won't look at it all night. T'll just call them out
based on what | feel the sudience is responding to
and what our mood 1 on any given night.

How has the opera been set up?

There's a theater company that is presenting the
opers, There are 11 actors and actresses on stage

to play here, yeah We're not domg shows at the
moment, I'm still in the studio finishing up Act I
As soon as Act I is done, we're gong to prepare
the reissue of ane or two of the early records. As
soon as that is ready and done, we'll go on tour for
quite some time. We'll do Europe, we’ll do shows
in the States, Australia, South America, and then I
think we'll do a live album. Before we get too far
ahead of ourselves, we should look back, recap,

live. What they are singing to are early mixes of and present all of these things in a live application.

the record, minus my lead vocals. It's like Vugmn
Steele playmng behind the curtain, but t's on CD.
The actors and actresses do the vocals live, that's
how it's working [ didn’t have time to finish both
records and mix them and rehearse and perform
them. This thing was performed for the first tme
June 3%, and we were still recording and mixing
Just the idea of that, it does sound a little
strange, We all hear about Germany being this
metal heaven, but has anything like this been
done before?”

No. Not to my knowledge. We definitely broke
new ground. A lot of people have talked sbout 1t
before, but nobody had gotten it from the thought
stage to where you could go see it It was
performed 18 or 19 times in one theater, and it
was the mast siceess they'd had m 38 years! Then
it went it on tour in 22 different German cities.
1t'1] start agam in December for another nm. It's
quite successful. It's so successful we're domg
another one m the Spring of 2001. In the same
theater, we're domg the Marriage of Heaven and
Hell as an opera. Most people talk about things
but I'm already working on my second one! Don’t
let the grass grow under your feet Keep on, keep
moving My philosophy s I'm young, [ got energy
on my side, while 1 have it, let me do what I do.
There will be a time when 1 have to s& down and
rest but that tume is not now so [ want 1o do what |
can do. I don’t what to wait until the night tme,
it’s got to be the nght moment, the planets have to
be aligned Fuck that. ['m aligning the planets!
That's how it's gong Move that stonel Get my
chanot ready! Yeah, we're off

Have there been discusions about shows in the
Us?

Now that the record’s been released, we do want
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We do different things to them, they sound
different live.

Has there been any talk of doing the whole
House of Atreus show in the US?

I'm in discussion with a few people.

It would probably be someplace like New York,
right?

Probably, although it could tour like the German
company.

Yeah, but you'd skip the Southeast. 1 get tired
of having to consider road trips!

In Europe, people think nothing of travelmg 6, 8§
hours to do a show. You're in Germany and
people will heve traveled fom Italy, the Czech
Republic. It's gettng a bit messy over there, with
50 many bands being signed, but it"s stll cool
Yeah, but the bottom dwellers there can still
sell 10,000 copies. Here the bottom dwellers
don’t do 1000,

Yeah, and thus is a big country, It's werd. The
labels just have to work it more. You know, over
here I'm on an American division of a Earopean
comparny. They have a European mindset but it's a
different market. They have to get more into the
head of how business is done here and how bands
get broken out

How big are you in Europe? Are you at the
point you make a living?

1live off of this, | don't do anything else. It wasn’t
slways like that It's only been in the past 5 or 6
years

That's cool. So many people have to hold down
full time jobs.

And then have to quit when they go on tour. A lot
of it is really down to sellmg enough records, and
keeping your overhead not so high It's worked
out for us through sheer herd work and being m

UNCOMPROMISING
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people’s faces

How’s your following outside Germany?

South America is really good Australia is just
starting to happen now. Japan i1 OK. The States,
we started off with a bang It's been building
through the impaorts and the intemet now. It grows
onee again.

You mention the internet. You have a website
going, right?

Yeah We have the home of Vigin Stecle, the
official website, and then Noise Records has thew
site, and then there are many sites that fans have
done There's the Invictus site that 15 done by this
guy Nicolo m Ialy. It's quite cool Stefano
Ronzoni has a cool site. There are sites from all
sorts of countries. | sent the official sites all the
information and photographs to get them started
and | send them things from tune to time. 1 don't
do the work but it is done by the Australian record
company. | check it out and read the guestbook.
Some of the quotes are pretty amazing If ever 1
feel like I can’t go on, if | hate the engineer and
want to kill hum, I'll read that and see that people
are really nto it, they're behind it, they're
expecting more. | can't let them down, T've got to
keep going

As someone who bas experience with both,
what is the real difference between the
American and European markets?

There's a lot more and the t

works more on print and live performances in
Europe. There's more exposure with MTV and the
radio here. Over there you don't have that except
in places like Spamn and certain parts of ltaly.
Largely, bands gets broken through tounng and
through the megazines. The Ewropean mindset is
different. And what we do appeals to them It
appeals to something innate in thewr psyche and
their spirits. But it's more radio and video here
One thing | absolutely have to ask Have you
seen the movie Clash of the Titans?

Yeah but it was a hunded years ago I think I
remember it was 8 cool movie, it had the guy who
played Penguin on Batman, Burgess Meredith
What did you think of old movies like that with
those specinl effects like Juson and the

Argonauts?

mid regRrsR ¢

315 CHURCH STREER]
NY.NEW YORK 1001

MAKES MUSIC

Creat stuffl | like the old movies about that tme
Spartacus, Last Days of Pompeii, Ben Hur. [ like
chariot racing, that gets me going! Also, the old
witchcraft movies like Blood on Satan's: Claw,
Horror Hotel, | loved the first Highlander, | loved
Excalibur.  That was all very very appealing to
me
Just because of the imagery, 1 think I associate
Jason and the Argonauts and that stull with
your band. There aren’t a lot of Greek myth
bands out there!
I've been exposed to a lot of that Maybe I'm an
honorary Greek along the way! We've played
there. It's enormous! They have this passion for
us. It's over the top. It helps that 1 had this
theatrical upbringing It's natural for me to walk
around m that headspace. I've been walking
around with the gods! It's natural Not just the
Greeks, there's the Romans who stole a lot fom
the Greeks. Sumerian myths, Celtic myths.
The last couple of records you seem to be
sounding a bit more like Eric Adsms when you
sing,
I don't know, I've been singing this way my
whole life. To me it sounds the same The first
record had higher, screechier stufl so that was
different, but | don't know. | have tapes of my
cover bands doing Robert Flant and Freddie
Mercury and it's always sounded the same to me
1 sing to what the song calls for, whether it is to be
aggressive, tender, or high, midrange, wherever it
will fit. I don't try to sound like anyone else and
when | was i the cover band | was never
particularly successful in copymg anyone else’s
sound My voice is my voice.
Anything else you wanted to add?
I'm just happy to be back, and have the record out
in the States. Hopefully all will continue to go
well here as it is in Europe. We're gomg to do a
l’|lm, 2 nde.o for the House ofﬁu‘em We're going
ge from the perfi We'll
ﬁmshl.phﬂ 0 and then be out to a town near
everyore soon. Time to take to the highway agan!
Listen.to/virginsteele
www noiserecords.com
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That I put this album at 82 on my 1999 Album of Do you think it helps that someone else has

the Year list should be all you need to know
about it. Hell, I even put it above Opeth on one
poll online just to give them a boost They
deserve it Imagine Rhapsody's arrang
frnot sound or cheese, even if Rhapsody is SO
yummy cheese) with more of an Amorphis sound
filtered through a very metal melodic framework
fthink a more flowing old Helloween sound) with
very progressive structures and you'll approach
Wuthering Heights' geniux And the lyrics are
SO GOD DAMNED GOOD that Wuthering
Heights has matched Katatonia and almost
Skyclad in my book of inspiration. And you'll
throw the disc on and you'll STILL be surprised
Eric Ravn, head mastermind (notice most good
bands are the brainchild of one guy?), called one
blustery day to discuss Within, the grand poobahk
af progressive power metal, oul on Sensory

ulready gotten out there and gotten big to puve
the way?

Probably

It's not like you sound like a copy.

We have certain elements in our music that maybe
other bands have the same elements. It doesn’t
mean that we copied them. For the symphonic
stuff, 1 copied classical music. Rhapsody copied
classical music. It's not like I copied Rhapsody!
Dao you play out live?

Every so ofien. It's 8 bit complicated with the
vocalist in Sweden There's not very many places
you can play this music here. We've only done a
couple of gigs. When we do get & mig we get all
fired up and blow it all away. We've had a few
fery giga!

Have you kepl the lineup together?

It's been stable for a couple of years now. The last

Records, whick you CAN find in US storex. If lineup change was when we did the demo CD for

you don't see it, DEMAND it!

So how are you today?

Basically OK_ | read your review online. It was
the first tme I've ever been compared to
pepperon:

And clean bums on the street instead of all the
dirty ones.

I think it was quite nice

You've been sitting on this recording for about
o year.

The cover artwork was delayed We tried for a
long while 1o get a license deal with Japan which
fell through. The label didn’t want to bring out the
album just before Chnstmas, but we ended up
doing that anyway this year. And then they didn’t
want 1o release it in the summertime. [ don't
know, I'm not uwo all this business. [ just went
along, and now it's been a year Two years since
we did the first demo version

It has to drive you absolutely nuts!

Yeah, I'm getting stranger and stranger. <laughs>
I"s finally out 1 know cur Jocal metal magazine
has it now for review so I'll have proof that it
actually exists! | haven't actually received a copy
myself It's taken a year to get this far, what's a
couple of months more

It doesn’t sound dated or anything. It sounds
fresh.

Within. We had a deal with Prophecy Productions,
we did the record, and then they didn’t want to
release it So we were stuck with a finished
record. It sounded temble becase of the studio
We had to make changes. The vocals didn't work,
the drums didn't work Our vocalist became our
druruner and got Krisuan Andren for ow vocalist
Prophecy thought we were a gothic thng ['ve
never hidden what we were but [ understand why
they did it. They signed us on a demo tape that
had a very dark sound They believed it was
somethmg else. [ never hid anything from them!
Laser's Edge came in and saved the day.

With material like yours, you definitely have
a good production.

It was & very mice expenence being m the studio
for the second tune. We knew what was 10 be
done, we'd slready recorded every detul We
had a different way of working everything
worked, we came at a scheduled tune, we left at
a scheduled time. It was not like when we did
the first version. We were scheduled to begm ot
1lam and we got to work at 4am the next day!
It was a different expenence. Of course, with
very good producers who understood what we
wanted Also the new lneup worked Very
professional

That always helps. At what point in time did £

Seine of the songs are from the b g of the
90s The Wanderer’s Farewell has been on every
demo recording I've ever done.

VWitut lubel is it coming out on in Evrope?
Different distnbutors i different countnes. In
Scandinavia it’s Voices of Wonder. Point Music
n Germany, not so sure about the other countries.
I guess Laser's Edge in the States.

How did you start coming up with this musical
style?

I wish | knew Jugt a mix of my varous
mfluences. | started off in the late 80s just
listening to metal | was influenced by Helloween
and all this speed metal. We just stared to do that
It came out a bit strange | couldn't make my
songs fit mto standard verse-chorus stuff A
couple years later 1 began listening to progressive
stuff like Dream Theater, and the later Riot stuff. [
was very taken by them. 1 totally fell in love with
Irish folk music and it took off from there. I listen
to a lot of different music, almost all genres. | try
to do what | think | like the sound of Hopefully it
will work

The songs are years old, it has to drive you nuts
seeing all these Rhapsody references, even in
your press bio.

We did melodic speed, when Helloween was just
out, and we did gothic viking metal before there
was any black metal scene, and we did orchestral
stuff before Rhapsody even existed! Not to say I'm
very innovative, but it's strange that people beat
you and get their albums out quicker,

Intr 1 get involved”

Just after we'd signed to Prophecy. Intromental
had just statted up. I've known the guys since
way back and when they started it was natural
for us to jom them. We've been with them since
the beginning. They've really been able to help
us, They have a lot of connections

For the album itself, there is a concept going
on?

I've always cared a lot for the lynics. It's my
maimn inspiration for the music. 1 write the lynes
first. It revolves around expeniences from my
own life. You could call them autobiographical
fairytales. It's not the Rhapsody type faniasy
type story, It's based on reality but presented m
a mythological kind of way. It's a jouney, a
quest for insight and a quest for peace of mind
A guest to retain saruty, The music itself is kind -
of therapy for myself when writing It's not a
continuous story. Each song is a chapter in my -
life, It’s planned as a tnlogy, three steps on the
joumey to evolving Each of the songs can be
enjoyed on ther own as well There are
recurting themes like the wanderer and so on.

I don't talk to that muny bands that work
with the lyrics first and then build the music
around that I don't know if it’s because I'm
not 2 musician, but 1 read a lot of novels, 1
read everything I can, and 1 appreciate good
Iyrics a lot more. | hate bands tha! make
music and just throw in lyrics just to have
some there.

I've discovered that people usually write music
the reverse way than me If | don’t have the

lynes [ don’t know where to get inspiration for the
music. If you want to be ancere in your
expression the music has to fit with the lynes. |
appreciate good lyries. 1 don't think very many
bands live up to the standards T at least try to
reach. Of course, Skyclad s the ultimate goal for
mautery of lyrics
Ohb yeah!
Martin Walkyier 18 god! He's the master poet of
tune! He's a huge mspistion. I'm a big fan of
Tolkien, he's another master of words Big
mspuation. If one day | can do one lyric that
would live up to the Marti Walkyier standard I'll
be a happy man!
I read some of that stuff und I'm blown away
by his lyrics. The last things released here were
Irrational Anthems and Oui Avant Garde A
Chance, and it seemed to just die. Nobody
cured, That just sucked!
It's a very small band i Eurcpe as well. They're
always struggling That's part of ther sppeal
They are tue working class heross! They don’t
sell very many records at all They haven't played
a gg here in Denmark for five years. The last tune
they were here 30 people showed up You can’t
live on that. The people who know them respect
thein deeply. There's so much crup out there and
the best band m the world doesn't get any
recognition! It's a strange busmess
That has to be frustrating. One of your main
0 o

inspirations can't get anywhere and now here
you are trying to make a go of it Hopefully
they'll get a new u new label that can push
them better.
I thought they'd do something when they got on
Massacre Part of the problem i they are o
origingl, you can't put them in any genre, really
But what would we do without the progressive
bands? They are truly a progressive band.
Where are you from originally?
From here, a suburb of Copenhagen
You write English very well, you speak English
very well, I wonder what foreign language
education is like over there.
Usually we're quite good at Englsh. We have to
learn other languages. Nobady in the world
understands Danish! From TV and everything,
language education s quite good as well. For me
personally, it's a hobby of mine, | love language.
I'd like 1o speak more languages than [ actually
can. It started with Tolkien. Of course ['ve read
his m#in books like Lord of the Rings. Then I
started reading the reissues of old manuscripts in
old English. Totally exeiting stufft It took off
from there. [ try to expenment with writing in
archaie styles. [ just fell in love with words more
and more. It's very imporiant to me to have this
high standard m my lyrics. With this kind of
music, this symphonic and progressive stuff, you
can’t have Anthrax style street langusge. Things
hove to Gt [ dnve people crazy saying strange
things and makmg long elaborate sentences. It's a
bit of fun
Throughout the CD, almost everything is
completely yours, music and lyrics. There area
few songs where other people make
contributions. How does that work. Are you the
musical dictator?
I"ve never set out to be a dictator. It started when |
formed my first band in hugh school Nobody else
could come up with anything. It came out that
way. | started off writing and felt 1 could do this
50 | just kept on doing it. I've never prohibited
anyore from contnbuting but 11's never been that
e X
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much. It has to do with the way | write. | don’t never had big metal bands and not many people
show up at the rehearsal room saying ‘Hey, | have come to the concerts. In Sweden and Germany
anew riff, let's make a song out of it!” The other they have a metal *scene” where you can tell by
guys each are the master of thewr wstraments, so how a person looks if they're into metal 1 don't
fior instance the drummer will mvent a better drum think Denmark is a good example but definitely
pattem than I ever could The whole structure and metal lives. Also mn Span and Italy and Greece
feel of the song is my work. it’s bigger than it's ever been with cool bands.
The name Wuthering Heights, how did you Maybe the scene has moved to different countries
decide on that? but in Burope in general the scene is a lot bigger
We've had a lot of names. Every time we come up than what [ believe there to be in the US. There
with a really good name somecne has stolen 1! are still a hardcore followng here in Copenhagen

That’s the way it goes, someone has always that keeps to the old values, so to speak We have One thing I like about you guys is a lot of

released a record before we have, It had to say one hard rock place with live music, we have a
something sbout what we were domng [ was metal record shop, and those are the centers of the
agamst all these new so called progressive metal scene in Copenhagen. Most metal bands in
bands, you know, Dreamscape Theater, Labyninth, Denmark are harder than Wuthering Heights
1 found it to be cliché. | wanted something to be a They are death metal, black metal Possibly the
little different. I've always known the book and only band in Denmark we can be compared to is
the Kate Bush song. | was just listening to the Royal Hunt They are really unk in Dy k

well as Memento Mor and Candlemass. It's the
same people in all the bands, it's fnny. 1 visited
Knstian in Stockholm and met a lot of them
Meeting your idols and drinking them under the
table! We had drinking session with Fifth Reason
when they were down here. 4 out of 5 members of
Fifth Reason ended up puking the same mght. It
was 8 beautiful thing!

Definitely not the usual progressive metal talk!
No highly trained classical musicians here!
<laughs> It's all just a bit of fun

progressive metal bands forget the metal
I never set out to be progressive really. It's so
strange, 1 don't know how much you have this
true metal thing in the States, but here it's 10
ba'tdl every day making records and calling

Angra version so | said lets go with Wuthenng but they're huge in Japan It's pant of the Danish
Heights! It's the only thing we could agree on mentality, you're not supposed to be too good or
There's no deep meaning, It fits with the way [ sec too famous! In Denmark 1s seems things have to
the band Not that mtellectual, we want to be mediocre.

entertainand pull off a big show with lots of lights A lot of people in metal are into mediocrity.
and bombs and stuff It fits the music. The biggest success in Denmark right now is
The symbol you've got? Manticora: They're with Intromental as well. They
It"s the clde English letters for W and H It's for are on a Greek label and they're huge down there
fun. It's nice as a little thing for teenage fans to They've sold a lot a records. We share a rehearsal
write all over their papers and things. I remember room

that, drawing pumpkins and things. Is there a division between the death and more
How oldare you? traditional scenes there?
I'm 25, Because there are so few metal fans we stick

I'm going to be 25 next month, but I didn't get together. We get along fine. It's not like Norway
into Helloween until 2 years ago. To me the with all the different directions of black metal
things you'd draw on your notebooks would be making war. It's a little more calm in Denmark
like the TS for Twisted Sister. We want to listen to a little metal and drink some
I got into metal quite late. I started out with beer. Not all that senious

Europe and The Final Countdown. If they hadn't The one part on the record that sticks out on
done that I would never have played metal for the record is the middle of Sorrow in
sure That was the stant of it all Two years later | Memoriam. It's almost a death voice going on
started listening to the old stuff like Ozzy and Iron there.

Maiden. When 1 heard Helloween | was totally That's actually myself singing there. I's an old
sold Now | want to do heavy metall At the song Sumetines I wiite these parts with too many
moment I'm rediscovering things from before my words for the real vocalist, I have to pretend I'm
time like old Deep Purple and Rambow. To do Martin Walkyier and do it myself It works. In the
music like Deep Purple, these guys mle! If | ever middle of all these symphonic beauty stuff, here's
become 50 years old [ want to be like Jon Lord! this burst of rage.

I'm listening to a lot of old stuff I was wondering how you'd get Andren to do
I've been going back and getting the old Dio that You didn't! Who comes up with the vocal
and Rainbow stufl. I was two ths old when melodies, you or Kristian?

the first Rainbow album was recorded, but That's me. So far The songs were more or less
holy shit! I can see some people's point when finished when he joined The melody lines were
they talk about how good the old duys were and designed to go along with the song 1t's not like
bow much crap comes out today, but a lot of you can improvise the vocals To get the
that is that have only the good stuff from the harmonious choruses you have very certam ways
old days and they are hearing EVERYTHING the vocals have to be. | write in melody lines. The
that's coming out now. music is more or less the backing of the melody.
There wes probably a lot of crap in the 70s but It's more a pop thing, really. <laughs>

you forget about them because you only have the Bawdldyumhnnhd-pwﬂi](rhliu"
good records left. | have a huge record coll Through I They hed for 1

I like getting a lot of stuff Especially now that a and chose Knstian. It tumned out great. He's a very
lot of it 8 on CD you can get a lot of those old professional guy. He really boosted the band to
records. ['ve done that Bought all these 70s another level In Denmark there are no vocalists
bands. | really like the pomp groups of the 70s That's just a fact. We had to go abroad. There are
likg, Styx, that's why I like this huge sound I've probably 2 or 3 vocalists in this genre in Denmark,
mever understood the grunge sceme. Lets get period There's one of the previous guys from
together m a garage and play boring music very Royal Hunt but he's not in music anymore, and I
loud with three instruments. I don't get it! If 1 can’t think of anyone else, 5o we had to go abroad
could do quadruple vocals on everything, you I wanted to avoid the typical progressive metal
know? 1 don't get it [ guess it’s the same way wocal A lot of new bands sound the same vocal
when punk started as a reaction to this symphonic wise. | like vocalists with a certain degree of
stuff If it sounds good, what the fuck? mdmidualism.  Every really great band has a
When grunge hit desth metal was abso r—lyvoculm with a very distinctive \mice Not
big. I guess there was two ways fo go to get 1 ily the technical best but Tl
away from pop metal. Luckily I found death aiuny-pnf-r}’uwy Wagm-uanimWnIkyw
metal because if 1 found grunge that would over these very technical high pitched singers
probably have led to Korn and all these things. The vocals have to go along with the sometumes
I've never been able to catch up on everything evilness of the lynics. That was a problem with the
T've never been able to tell Red Hot Chili Peppers first version of the record, the vocals were too nice
from all these other other bands, Nirvana, Rage for the lyrics. I really think it works.

Aganst the Machine. [ don't know any of the Is it weird having someone else singing these
stuff it all goes over my head. things that you wrote?

Since 1992, I've been effective cut off from the Yeah In the earliest days | sang them myself To
real world of music Which is great whem no greal success, really. So now | only do the
writing ! “That ds like hing I growling end high pitched scremming Kristian
hﬂu&nndhhllhvlniﬁ.*hiﬂmuwlmvuywl

was!” In the US we have this idea of what metal Does he still deal with the other bands he's
is in Europe and how popular it is. Is it in any been in?

way connected to music in general or is it an He stll in Fifth Reason. They're trying to get a
underground thing like in the US where if labcl deal. He has this project with Mike Wead
you're into metal you're probably cut off from called Hemusfear 1 guess that's just a recording
everything? project. Just Fifth Reason then.

It's on a lower level than what it was before but Half of everybody in Sweden has a project with
s still recognized as a genre. From time to time Mike Wead.

there's a good metal album and people ze You have 20 and 100 bands! I like a lot
that Denmark is & poor metal comtry. We've of Swedish stuff | was a huge Hexenhaus fan, as

Ives true metal and weaning spikes and
leather. | don't know what the true bit 1s. | don't
thmk bemng true should prevent you from being
mnovative and progressive. | just want to play
heavy metall And I want to do it ongmnally.
There's so many subgenres, [ don’t know what 1o
do with them. If it sounds good. T like it [f not,
who cares? People need to label thewr music. It
must be because they have nothing to offer!

So what's in your future?
I've written the next three albums already
<laughing> Oh god!

it's tough to ret gh and to comp
quite nice to have a lot of material already.
Any touring possibilities or fun stuff for this
record?

Practically, it's quite difficult to fit into our
schedules. And we have no money! If the label
wants to pay us then we'll do a tour but we can’t
afford anything. 1 don't think there will be any
large tourng,

What do you do in your day job?

| work for the city of Copenhagen collecting
taxes. We have a wide variety of jobs m the band.
We still have one guy in high schooll The
drummer is a chel That's nicel Cur keyboard
plaver is an engmeer for Nokia mobile phones.
Knstian mstalls security alarms for old people.
‘We have a new guy in the band too, a new rhythm
guitanst, the younger brother of our manager, to
be able to reconstruct our sound live.

What are your three favorite movies?

Star Wars I-IIL. No, Willow, a Danish movie In
the Middle of the Night, and everything by Monty
Python. Wait a mmute. My favorite movie, of
cours¢, Braveheart! That's the greatest movie of
all time How could | forget that?

Three favorite books?

Lord of the Rings, Silmanllion, and the Hobbit
What do you think of the movie they're putting
together?

It sounds mterestirig. | really feared it would be

It's

The next album we've already played several of some Disney Hollywood crap. That would piss me

the songs for a couple years. So it's just the last
adustments and then to the recording It's going
to be a little more technical, more progressive but
with the same basic elements like strong melody

off. I can’t imagine how they can make Lord of
the Rngs, but OK. I've heard a rumor that Blind
Guardian will do something for it.

Have you seen any of Peter Jackson's previous

lines and the folk bits: Symphonic sounds; Of work?

course |ynically it's the next step of the joumey, a
bit darker Perhaps more strange. 1 really like
some of the new songs. It's the same thing but
I've learmned bettar ways of composing. ['ve found
my own way of doing things

How long before you get caught up with your
writing and album releases?

I've never stopped wniting throughout all of ths.
If getting record deals would stop you from
wating. .. | have lots of ideas. [ took a week off
for the first time m two years and | wrote 3 new
album! I'd like to do totally different things on the
side. For so many years I've concentrated on the

I'm not sure, He did Bramn Dead?

One of the bloodiest horror movies ever!

That fits better than Steven fuckign Spielburg!

I'm thinking this is either going to be a disaster
or anyone who can make a movie like that is
obviously tweaked enough where he probably
grew up on Tolkien oo!

There's a lot of places you can go wrong there It
could be termble. Let's hope not!

Any final words?

Let's hope people check out the record! That
would be nice. | struggled for a decade for it And
then of course, as always, ugly people have a nght

heavy metal band, I'd like to do some other stuff to sex as well

too. It's all a matter of time really. To get the time
todo it all As long as you have to keep a day job
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actually. | can say with great
confidence that m

companson to Opeth, your P (proch i

BAND NAME (Nation)- Title- Label

$= This band should not exist
$8=Weak and useless record
$88= 0K, but there's so much better out there
$35%= Best-of subgenre, should appeal to all metal fans
$$838= Essential, masterful metal for ANY metalead
Studic- Producer (band-produced denoted with *) # of racks- Time of CD
Contact information for the band will be given when known. Contact the label
if you're interested w=id information is not given. Finding good music shouldn't
be difficult, but while it is; please do your best to search it out.

Some of these reviews were to be run in issue six and are further organized.
In these mwws,m:wntmgashmkmupmlo M (music), V/L (vocals/lyrics),

gng), 1B (Info Bits), N/C (Notes/Comments.)

favorite band sucks. And

il | feel like a very, very bad writer since |
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lack the ability to convey the utter divinty,
imponance, and enpoyability that this CD ust pours. |
daresay if you don't like this album or Opeth then
youte in some way mentally impaired because this
sets the standard of what music should be. Emotional,
skillful, and with purpese. Tune to (acs facts, people
Brutal death metal and unholy black metal are as much
status quo filler as N'Syne or B*Wilched. Yeah, some
of them can play guitar. N'Syne can smg. What's your
point? It lacks conviction and soul either way. Yes, |
arm pissed at each and svery one of you hecmise while
the 2nd and 3rd Opeth albums have besn the best
metal has to offer, sales haven't corresponded with
that To every fan that does not have Momingnse and
My Amns Your Hearse in your collsction.. EAT ME
But there is still time to repant and join Opeth's maghty
legions. Go pick up Still Life. Why should you? Why
do | think this 15 great? Dynamics, my boy, dynamics
Opeth's acoustic passages are not the most serene or
follky out there. The more brutal parts really anen't
especially brutal (in fact, this album has a lad back
vibe compared to the first 3) Force tham mto a head
o collision, and you have perfection i music
Serequty interrupted by chaos interupted by seremuty
ete etc. It kesps your attention. It DEMANDS your
mvolvement. It engages your mitellect and sall
manages to satisfy your darker instincts Produced

fectly. Writjen derfully. It tells a story I'd
wasnlhememmsulanur.]mlﬂymm‘jmn‘
Hearse as it is another ghostly concept album, starting
off i summer and on the search for a Joved one left
behind 1t isn't necessanly the sequel but god dammed
i it 18, thus 1s entirely emotional and every nme | hear
it and r=ad it there is so much mors to find . and
English isn't Mikael's first language? | defy anyons to
mmmmmdaﬂarﬂwnpumhofmznmmu

ENCYCLOFEDIA CHAOTICA Fredinan- Nordstrom- 7- 62:29

1 said to Warrel Dane directly that | loved everything Like there was any doubt m the world what was gong
he's done except that Sanctuary’s Refuge Denfed to be in this space this menth. First thought was that
*sucked " Well, a year later, 've finally gotten ahold the production is better than My Arms Your Hearse
of it and gven it some serious listens Warrel, my Maybe aven better than Mormungnse. Mikael's singing
man, you ARE excessive on the window shattermg voice improves tenfold each album, and no exception
shrisking, which is where | went wrong on the CD in hers. Yes, he's now 1000x the smger he was on
the first place. Other than that, good stuff Fates Orchid This album is basically s refinement and

Face of A
Sererity Painted Daath. | could go on forever Every
page of this zine filled with my thoughts on Opeth's
Still Life, Every nff, every space keft empty on disc,
every dnun bear, But I'm probably betsborng the
point as it is. [T nothing | have ever written has ever
moved you v explors o new band, please, just this
once, list=n to me. Without thus band we're all nothing.
Support Opeth. Buy Sull Life.

Waming's first three albuims kick my ass. fohn Arch is perfecting of the My Arms Your Hearse style of www.opeth.com

in the same wey Wamel was on Refuge wniting much m the sume way Momingnse was
Denied (i fact, Arch never, EVER leaves the compared to Orchid The cover art isn't simple
stratosphere ), but the music... WOW?! I only Ray anymore which is shocking that 1 notice somethung
Alder, singing as he does now (and not pretending to like that. Still, a truly striking Travis Smith art job is
be Arch as on No Exit), would somehow rerscord the hardly a negative. I've had this only a matter of hours
vocals over that early, METAL, music. Whew. I'm as | write this first part of the raview 50 you'rs getting
going to go so far as to say Night on Brocken is ong of just some thought blasts. | feel fortunate to have Opeth
the better r=cords | have EVER heard [f Arch had unfxwmebnndbecmsemepn!mmlenfwndu
mmwmmwmmmtmmmmmw Queensryche
witches and covens and moonlight, would Matheos fans who werz, ah, less than pleased with the

have gotten tired of the whole style? Savatage's Dead developments Risk and QIK (3 very shortsighted title what this reminds me of? Brutal Truth's last album if

Winter Dead mymhﬁemw«ﬁdmmm&y&dunumgﬁmywmww
album of the 90s. Maybe. 1 don’t und d people lly, Ni ind the millions who feel shit on by
going all gooey over Dream Theater yet the “Tage Metall a. Withn 30 ds of g this on 1 fzit
only achieve success through the platinum selling side mlmt.lhmmuya,ﬂmWASDpﬂhu[mdmn.
project Trans Siberian Orchestra. Say what? | now and they have hit another home run. | knew within 30
have 9 of the 11 Savatage albums._ and [ know where seconds. It starts off with acoustic guitars and the
to find those other ones! | mention all of these for a magic conjured when i guitars are ded
reason. Fates Waming's first 3 albums, both Sanctuary mxm:t}y can NOT be matched They do
CDs, and at least B of the Savatage CDs are all bargain over & ] gitar bi

A lot

lots of demomic last supper, and thete

ABADDON INCARNATE (IRE) The Last Supper
SOM

£58
7-7-11-40228
Explosive, violent, chaotic death metal 1 can't deny
the energy and power but | can deny the relevance of it
all Tl have to go shead and yive the nod for you
brutal death heads who skam through this thing to
check out what I'm hating lately. Acrually, you know

they had spent more than $20 to record it This
schully really seems CHAOTIC. They keep up the
pep and energy for 40 full minut=s and they don't loss
me once. Mortad Angel with the sick odd leads over
the soaking distortion rhythm guitar style feeds into
my brain when | listen to this too, OK, so this isn't
brain dead. The cover is & comic book rendition of a
are songs named
Temple of Rancid Filth, Forced Osculum Infame, and

pnced. | found many of them for $10.99 at Tower, and
some for & little as $6.99. Check into your local
record shop or CONow and go for it Amencan metal
in the BOs (and 90s for that matter) was far more than
Megadeth, Slayer, Metallica, and whatever else. And a
hell of a lot better too.

TO ALL BANDS, WEBMASTERS, AND
EVERYONE ELSE: When setting up your website, |
understand getting your own domain name is a pain in
the butt, and it costs money. Go to hittp:/feome to and
get a FREE domam name, such as come to/swano.
That way, your URL may stll really be
mﬁednstomm’&ulxmﬂ

‘mdexhtm but you'll be able
wgupmpkmﬁdmamﬂmﬂumndlywﬂm
keep track of

ALBUM OF THE ISSUE
OFETH (WS M L% PEA

more changing up between the clean singing and the The Sharing of Taughts with the Dead Yes, it sad
VOICE growling ﬁnm.Mﬂcschyuwkmﬂu ‘taughts.’ So yes, while | have to say | am impressed
fiercest, most powerful, and distinctive in metal with the execution and pure SOUND of this thing, in
PERIOD. Lots more guitar leads in here too which concept it remains entirely retarded. Better than
makes me smile as air guitar to leads is a lot less limp Suffecation, Deicide, Internal Bleeding, Broken Hope,
wnisted then air guitar strammang liks [ end up doing and 20 more US death metal bands you can think of m
to MAYH 1 just realized could do an all terms of pure ch-my-fucking-god: If Strappi
acoustic album (a2 la Ulver's Kveldssanger) and I Young Lad were mmmmmm,m nnght
wouldn't be womied about whether they could still be sound like Abaddon Incamate.

Opeth. Shortest song i1s 5:01 and four songs ar= 9:00 or

longer, one reaching 11:28. The longest songs are the  AGENT STEEL (USA) Omega Conspiracy CAN
opener and closer. Right here I'll stop writing for the

first rught [ own this. At this very sarly juncture with § Bill’s- Versailles & =- 10- $1:11
wmh{Hqusblum}mgon]pumlmﬂcm‘t No, John Cyriis 1s not here. Yes, ﬂmumaldu!hmﬁ
amagine anything knocking this off as Album of the reforming. Yes, Hermie V. llet has the

kicks ASS. Vocalist Bruce Hall tears shit UP with his
clear, powerful, non whiny tone. Bul when he goes up
for the notes, . YES! YES! YES! If thrsh metal had
sommded Like THIS back i the 80s instead of Kreator,
Vaivod, or Skayer, then | wouldn't have been such a
metal latecomer, | feel soooo somy about putting
ANOTHER $58% mting in these reviews, but the
amount of great stuff the labels put out before the
holidsys was humbling. The only thing holding this
back is that while each and every single song kicks
ass, they all tend to Jack ass m the same way. A
common formula is soft verse, THRASH chorus, soft
verse, ‘lets show these stupid children how its done’
solo breaks, wild finish. But who cares? AWAKEN
THE SWARM! (I've already completed & 2 hour
interview with Hall that will run next issue. (First
thing ot of his mouth... *So Jum, whllsupwﬁllﬂae
Twirlygirl?” Aasaah!))

PO Box 1043; Sierra Madre, CA 9 1025-4043

www msstate edteh2fag: ] hitrnl

AMON AMARTH (SWE) The Avenger MB
18812

- = 7-36:11

Do you like the idea of all of those ‘viking' bands
(Falkenbach, Emhener, Thyrfing), but thing all those
jce skating keyboard melodies and full bellied Odin
clean vocals are a bit much to swallow? Hmmm...
Amon Amarth is the answer to your problems! Amon
Amarth (Mount Doom' from Tolkien . 1 swear that
looking through the glossary at the back of the
Silmarillion is like unlocking the secrets of all heavy
mistal!) gives us songs shout things like the Naglfar,
Yig, Oden, the Ruinbow Bridge, Thor, ste. Song titles
like Metatwrath, God His Son and Holy Whore, North
Sea Storn, and The Last with Pagan Biood tell you
what's gong on lyrically. Musically? True Ni i

linda and the entirely desth metal assault of LmMemlfn}daddosomzﬂ*mtguseﬁi mltwlddly

nffing style automatically hrings Nomway' o mind.
That 15 usefual for scenery in & viking album. Make no
mistake, this 1s a dzath metal styled albam, but instead
of your monotenous chigga lngga US styled takes-no-
talent-just-practice song filler, we have that black
metal widdly traveling up and down the fretboard.
Much more interesting, and heavy metal, things
happen around that. Some of the prme afT pattems do
quite rule. Vocally It's that screamy Gothenburg style
but the mix is proper 50 he won't get on your nerves.
The cover and packaging just RULE as well In the
end, & solid, SOLID album, dafirutely st least as good
as their debut full length, but at the end of the day its
Jjust another good solid metal album.

www amonamarth eom

ANAL CUNT (USA) Ir Just Gets Worse EAR
5s

Headroom- =- 39- 323§

1 have every Anal Cunt CD ever made. They suck shit
But they are so fucking awfil they'r= good as camp
Songs on this one are You Robbed & Sperm Bank
Because You're a Cum Guzzling Fag, Chris Bames is
a Pussy, | Lit Your Baby on Fire, Easy E Got AIDS
From Freddy Mercury, | Fucked Your Wife, etc elc
Lynics included thus tune; AC are a big zero musically,
but | car't stop laughing my ass off at this, and if they
hadn't sent it, | would hsve gone and bought it

PO Box 650101, W. Newton, MA 07465

ANCIENT (NOR) The Halls of Eternity MB

337
Flying- =~ 11- 61:30
Ancient’s last album, Mad Grandiose Bloodfiends, was
@ spectacular album that was also highly controversial
About half of the reviews | saw HATED i, the other
half thought it was quite adventurous and different. |
lik=d it, myself, even if it was good as theater and not
as anything ‘imporant” Well, ah, the band pretry much
broke up, but then again they seem to do that EVERY
album, md Aphazel went back home to Norway and
got some new pecple. The resalt? A mor
straighforward album that reminds me more of the

Month. Well see.. OK, some time has now passed shame of being on that awful fucking Engine record
nd this album is no less amazing. In fact, the talent So what sxactly dees this record have to offer then?
that lies within this band is simply... no, not ‘simply' Ten songs of ass kicking, sa fi power-cum-thrash
The talent witun this band is mcredibly vast So metil. Ten years older, and for once wiser, they
monstrous is this work of art that if making albums temper their aggression with nol-so-aggressive (bt
were a competition, then Opeth has clinched the certunly still metal) parts, arranging things so when
championship spot because this is IT. While it would they DO lack 1t n, what's kicked in is your face! This

| Cainian O} 1=, but with a Iot of the MGR ‘spice’
Black rmetal, yes, but not 'blazng unholy darkness
from the pits of hell bllmaargghh’ type of stuff. Of
course there's the female vocalist (‘Deadly Kristen, if
you can behieve it), a drommer nemed Kngse, and the
returming (for one song which he does completely)
Jesus Chnst!. And a bass drum sound that
BEYOND bad, but everything else sounds good, so




what the fuck? Anyway, this ends up sounding like evillee@acl.com
Cairgan Chronicle... not at all bad, but you just want o
hang yourself after 60 munutes of it

AS DIVINE GRACE (FIN) Supremature AG
s8812
- 7- 10- 45:28
D female fronted gothic rock out of Finland.
Like mest Finrdah bands, it has that certain something
that makes it stand out and at the very least be not

1

ANGEL CORPSE (USA) The I ble OLY
$5861/2
Momisound & Audiolab- Mormis- §- 34:29

N/C- There is so very much to take in here. 1t truly Var- * & fwp- 10- 4827

Lifts my heart to hear musicians... no, artists of such | saw 1 catalog somewhere misprint this as ‘Electric
caliber and musical sccomplishment that still have it in Sucking Maching’, and, uh, somry Einar . but the name
them to sing about sci fi and fantasy topics, that do fits. The best way I can describe this is if REM of
promo shots carrying swords and wearing armor and today wrote all the songs they wate today but use the
hmhdgpcmumuhﬁa:hmlhuw Any instramentation they did back when they startad. Can
band that owes their existence to RE Howard, HP you believe the drummer here is also in Infemo?
Lcmx;n!l, Michael Moorcock, and JRR Tolkien will Anyway, 1 doni't know what emobional buttons Beyond

74 like to andomly pomt out here that 1 just threw
Voivod's Nothingfac= onto the stereo for the first time
= & couple years. I've always hated that CD but with
recent, ah, revelations I've had | decided 1t was time
for another go. Too many smart people love that band
for them to be as bad as [ remember. And surs enough,
w;vocalsnesh]lw:ﬂymﬂ;lwee.m

inspired adjectives | could nick to
say ‘suck’, but musically it is pretty fucking cool So
what does that have to do with Angel Corpse? Haha,
not a fucking thing! About Angel Corpse, 1 must
mention that the release of The Inexorable on Olympic
Records is a great big fock off to the Osmose
‘Amencan office' Angel Corpse 15 still on Osmose but

crap. | don’t know what's in the water up there. Maybe
nothung Maybe it's just a Finnish thing to hate
bullshit. 1 doubt that though As neither a listener or
fan of this atmospheric, lad back rock, [ can’t give
you references 10 their sound, but the word that
immediately sprmgs to mind and does somersaults is
“classy." An @ array of p ion choices
makes this sound like hing out of the
40s, and the entire thing is haunting. The vocals of
Anna Kalske are just, well, very tastefil and she’s
quite good at things, commg across sounding like a
cross between a Jounge singer and somewhat like
Anncke of the Gathering (from generic stupid
comparisons 101. Female Fronted Groups chapter).
Coal

find in my house. Those of you “tired of
or'
Dy

bankzrs b i, soul, and
drive are all that sets the wolves apart from the sheep
and to shut off your creativity or work that celebrates
it 5 nothing less than suicide. Bal Sagoth are
embodiments of the past, present, and future of metal
and it's time we all woke up to that.

BEHIND THE CURTAIN (DEN) T'ill Birth Do Us
Part SEN
58112
Aabenraa- Hansen & *- 9. 55:21
As the piano melodies of the intro, [ Believe come out

Dawn wish to push with songs like Hairy Liguor, Pop

hmmmomMoﬁmvamen.wm I den't

have those buttons.
espursof@online no

BLOODBATH (SWE) Breeding Death CM
33

Sanctuary- *- 3- 13:14
This is Mikael from Opeth, Dan Swano, and Anders
and Jonas from Katatonia fucking around drnnk one
night and creating semething that nvals any desth
metal from the sarly 90s. Well, not the elite, but eatly
Death, Massacre, Grave, etc has nothing on this. It is a
fin bittle thung with songs like Ommous Bloodvomit

after 2 years Osmose TRA 15 incapable of fuck all
And 1 do want to point out how annoyed 1 am that this Pl 2; 21570 Sauve FINLAND
stuff gets Meroury distnbution, and bands like Listen to/asdivinegrace
Sculptured don't But anyway Fast, pounding, just
dnving death metal, with heavy Morbid Angel sound
choces combmed with some frantic nffing and b33

Motorhead parts in there. Completely  effective, Muskat- Tananbiom- 10- 41:27

achally, and TONS better than when | ssw them open No, I have no clue why there is an Ismeh band called
for Cannibal Corpse. The live sound lost the subtleties Aztec either. As far as the music, what we have hers is
and made it sound like a big wash, whach it isn't. The some Gothenburg flavorsd metal with more doom

big negative with me nfwtmmth:w-ca]s which mfluence in seme parts and more blast in others with a
are & powerful black rsp, bul gurteral female singer, The booklet is nice
throughout the entire CD, cffening lite vagiaty in nndﬂu:kbuthcmsmlynuwli'mcmmm
pace, delivery, anything. Still, for you brutal maniaes, songs like Abused in the Future, Until the Holocaust,
this is a perfect CD for yu Oh, and sbout Joe Petagno. or Wolf's Dirge are about! And there's no excuse with
Hz DOES do some good smff, but for the most part a booklet that fucking big! OK, 8 pages isn’ta novel
his work (inclading his cover art hers) is just more but yeash, it might as well be when you don’t nuse
realized versions of stuff | used to seribble on my them! Aside from that massive peeve things aren’t that

AZTEC (ISR) Loss of Cur Final Pride RAV

of my stereo speakers, and then the startling start/stop and Pumace Puneral Probably scmething for the
of Snap begmns, it 15 time for the official LotFP rant on Opeth, Katatorua, and Swane fan library (and that is
what progressive metal is. Opeth is. Deaths The the Holy Trnity, make no mistake), but to me all it
Sound of Perseverence is perhaps the very definition really succeeds in doing is pointing out how bloody
of progressive metal. Can you believe [ left that off my dumb the entire brutal death genre is. | wonder if the

notebook at school. bad, but it sounds like a brokzn record when | say that
PO Box 273797, Tampa, FL 33688-3797 having a good sound and good ideas (and that they
come. tovs have) are not enough if after it is finished playing

ANGEL DUST (GER) Bleed CM
$55172

Woodhouse- Bemm- 12- 65,08
1 won't bullshit you pecple. 1 can't! Century Media
advertises a lot, and frankly saves my ass almost every
meue So 1 give their CDs more of o chanee than | do

you're more excited by the idza of the band than any
of the actual songs you heard Potential out the
fucking wazoo here but unreahized

BAL SAGOTH (UK) The Power Casmiz NBA

7- %R 00

from a lot of other labels Let's face it, there's a Iot of M- I've never heard Bal Sagoth's first 3 albums. And
music herz for me to sift through. My priorities are as 1 listen to this for the first time, | have only one
finding the incredible bands and making sure ther thing to say. HOLY SHIT! There goes my money as |
CDs are pushed in this zine. If [ gloss over a good CD buy Bal Sagoth albums | throagh 3. This 15 beautifully
becanse it didn't catch me on one of its thres histens expansive as keyboards and guitars share importance
(actually 'umbient' CDs get | listen, sometimes not equally in a cslestial combat of mystical powers and
even that.. | don't know/care enough about the genrs fisrce swordplay. For the most pant uptempo, speed
anyway so what could [ tell you?) then oh well, my metal collides with the Conan the Barbanan

top 10 of 19987 I'm an idiot! Cynic’s Foous for sure
fits. Fates Waming is not. It used to be, but sn't now,
I've come to the recent conclusion that Dream
Theater.. is NOT. I've decided that metal is 50%
sound, and 50% urgent spirit. Metal is something that
NEEDS to be let out, not something that is calculatsd
in delivery. What does s slow crawl of almost-
nofung-happ like Sk ‘happy’ power
mehllﬂ::hbywﬂl.mdﬂlewﬁoﬂ&uﬂukhwem
common... that Dream Theater or, say, Behind the
Curtain lacks? The answer to thal is metal spirit. Now
that we've decided that, lst me say that the heavy
progressive rock of Behind the Curtain is just kiler 1
mean this is rzal brain food. And it IS heavy encugh to
somcally be prog metal. This u pretty heavy . and
prefentious enough to deserve respect as this is a
higher class of art, and not some jump-on-the-trend.
The sound is great, with Jacob Hansen having
produced bands such as Without Gref, Aurom,
nld:mscd.mnunm‘lvmmlfeelmmm

entirely inadequate as the b says the band is
mﬂuwmdhy,nﬂpecpl:whohwelwudlhmm
they sound similar to, Psychotic Waltz (Hi guys! 1
know at least one of you is reading. Send me

mm«rm:uwmm!beﬁ:mmdm

BLOODTHORN (NOR) Ormwards Into Bartle SOM
$583/4
StudioMega- Silver- 8- 49:40
Oh hell fuck yeah! | had bought the first Bloodthom
CD on a lark almost  years ago and it was quite the
package . story, digipak, artwork out the wazoo.
Season of Mist had begun its onshiught and on to
today we find that this label is really growing and
uhngnffw:dugmdmmyh:ghqmldylmﬂs and

going to find these days | haven't seen the full
packaging but [ hope the quality remains high !du
know the music is no less than magnificent At
mlfomudl\fmnmdshhbnmmw
the synth lmes. or less mame Emperor with the
guitars.. but most of the tme 1t creates this medeival
soundscape, an atmosphere, that you can get lost m.
The engincer needs a medal for keeping this all
coherent because 1 would puess there was lots of

something so [ can mclude you in my January Decade opportnity to lose this. The chaos HAS besn
n Review issue! Hell, send me EVERYTHING.. captured, however, and I'd have to call the production
Mike G says you can use it for a tax writeoffl). Of very good overall. There are some wicked guitar leads.
course now | get to actually tum into a REAL reviewer Vocally we have this monstrous (surely enhanced)
and REVIEW the music instead of saying 'ah, this bestial voice, with instances of female vocals (that
sounids like that' and moving on. Let me take a breath, soimd great) here and there . | don't have the lyrics in
I mean everyone knows interviews are my strong front of me but I gt the feeling that the warrior

zine jsn't the only thing you read anyway, now is it?
You're not going to buy 20 CDs because | say so
anyway so going apeshit over 5 instzad of 10 is
probably giving things more focus. That 15 very un-
underground o say, eh? In the end | piss all over as
many CM bands as anybody else’s so it averagas out
Of course, there comes a time when Century Medin
wins out because of the extra time 1 give them Angsl
Dust's Bleed is cne of those winners, Origimally 1
dismissed this thing as & mther plain example of heavy
metal, bul multiple listeris was indeed the key to
finding the special qualities within. You ses, this isn't
8 ‘power’ metal band with screaming guitars all over
the"Place. This is an old school style (without bemg
oldschool, even though the band is about 15 years
old... confiised yet?) heavy metal CD where there's
nothing that couldn’t be on the radio (including slow
sappy ballads.. !). There's alse a strong keyboard
presence which [ guarantes will couse some
lamebrains to cry ‘progressive’ when thes certamly is
not of thatilk. Lots of piano and other sounds that give
this a much more sensitive, listener friendly approach

than a HAIL METAL one All in ol & CD of ir

quality.. is, if it is all ‘song’
based, it shouldn't hive taken a half dezen listens to
find something to snag onto,,

ANNO DAEMONICUS (USA)-INDY
§58

Cryptic- Crowell & Fogg-9- 5348

This is another one of those reviews that 1 lost when
the computer went blah... So here it is, very short and
very sweel. Completely wnongimal. They look stupd
'n wtps:ptﬁt! They Iw\re schmoey names like

1 and Elnc Warnior. The clean
mhmadmthdp Onﬂnph:ss:de when you're
being 2 like 3
Aspera . Mn.ﬂlmywredomwﬂymuwmh
Bistening to, and you show much promise for the futurs
if you can put your own voice into an already cool
framework. The schlock may go over well for live
mwﬁmwmmmmhmmmio
CDs on my desk and locking things over, cheap
ommickry just dossn't cut it for me. Old Arcturus
fans, take note.
697 Sawyer Rd, Cireens, ME 04236

soimdtrack as & van fll of old Arcturus and Savatage pomt. OK. First pont is that 1 wouldn't waste this woman and the great beast on the eover are more than
records slams into ther sides. Theatnical, dramatic, much space on a shitty band. Oh, you want more? just meamngless ormamentation. This isn't a quickie
huge, pompous, and complex yet dark, magical, and These guys are real crfismen in puning their music CD, it takes some tise and patience 1o deive through
fast. METAL! | don’t have the proper vocabulary to togsther. Using what | can only call tender melndies, the layers. Not very song oniented, euther, this is an all-
properly expand upon this so you'll just have to trust they weave a web of slower melancholy... or-nothing expenence. Old Theatre of Tragedy mezts
me. It is to my shame and disgust that this is the first without being doom. Their slower, REALLY non Emperor wouldn't be so far off the mark (as long as
I"ve heard of thess guys. metal moments ars what bang this down that $1/2 if's you don't expect constant female vocals!) and to me
WViL- Perhaps the weakest link of the Bal Sagoth missing so Il gloss over those saying it sounds just that is one killar of a combination. Get this.

formula would have to be the vocals. There ars two too sappy and dars | say, commercial. Zero of interest

main voices: Byron's deep speaking voice that comes there, Ld.whlyﬂ\emm ofﬂmCﬁmlﬂumm BLO.TORCH (DEN) Blo Toreh EAR
across almost as narration but with a rhythm that tells ads being gutar £55
ymnssrmsmnrchmmgwmg,mdhnmdndhytmrdmlt'suotonmmd.lmlhe 7-7-9- 53:29

range Cradle of Filth wanmbe tone. On one hand y occurs often enough The first thing that greets me are samples and
neither s pamcularly umpressive, Mmﬂnm:xmdunnjmgwmbammmmme electronic noises. That doesn't last long, thank all the
hand | barely notice sither voice when the music is m pcnnmnf&uCD especially when the guitars and dark goeds! What follows is an At the Gates clone that
full tilt becanse it is just OVERPOWERING. Lyrically drums mmoﬁmumwwwﬂnww Remember when bands like this
we hive atypical fantasy tales being told as band keyboard parts are almg 1 were on Earache proper and not Wicked World? Not
leader Byron (Just Byron? Who does he think he is? unscathed. As a matter of fact thers is a general bad but pub-lease, may we have some original idess,
Madorna?) is o complete beckworm and sucker for disunction going on between the guitarsithythm or at last something that indicates this is a band
lhewtksnl'mmy‘nmymdlmtwmmmdh:‘s section and what the keyboards are doing In a good making music for a reason other than getting to hang
taken that inspiration and made g not at all way. In an artistic way. Differen Lhﬁuuhnngnmmdphymeul?thmymwmIBloTuch
:heuym:nrlhau {lwmlbenusukm!‘otﬂnyall together they HIT like a hammer, and

{1 1| , yet well crafled ymm!piupbjﬂumhmmqmﬁvu BREAKER (USA) Aecepr AUB
slmesmwonhvmmdnflhﬂmﬁm askad and no answers given. The guitar leadwork is $851/4

P- Perhaps the only shortcoming of the albam is that for sure almost on the level of ‘dark heroics’ Batman Var- Var- 7- 30:00

indvidually, you can hear that the sound on the was a superhero but had no super powers.. get it? No prizes for guessing what this one will sound like.
instruments is kind of thin. Yet the sound s so thick Subtlety even when diddlydooing off . | guess this is Breaker, and Aubum Records, are back from the desd
with layer upon layer of guitar and keyboard and more why | complain dunng the ‘calm’ moments becsuse 1 was familiar with neither but DAMN did the ears
guitar and keyboard the waght and densty of the when everything gets behind the roaming keyboards it perk up on several 80s metal afficianados when [ told
whols covers up any weakness that could pessibly be all sounds way too normal, and I'm aching for them to them 1 got this in the mail. This EP is basically a teaser
hieard The only CD [ can think of with a similar get back to scraping my face off with gemms. Vocally, for the full 20D rerelease of Get Tough. As it is this
muiltilayered numerous tracks of doom pomposity ir's different as well The guy's smging, but not EP has 4 songs recorded in 87-90, | demo from 1982
would have to be Blind Guardmn's Nightfall m SINGING. He reminds me of Roy Orbison or Tom (that doesn’t sound bad even if the material is

Middle Earth, and Bal Sagoth wins the sound stakes Petty in approach (NOT in style or sound... don't kill muwbrdwwy]Bomemmmad
there as it’s all crystal clear. NIME had the tendency me!) in that he's not tying 1o shatter glass or even elsewhere. The cover of Accepts” Breaker is a brand
to be at imes 100 recorded tracks of almost shudge really draw from the gut, but he's effective and new recording and apparently the band is back in
when the thick guitars slammed all over the place. Bal emotional nonetheless. Hey... THAT'S what I've been business. The band has definite talent and rocks all
Sagoth has one of those mixes and quality of sound vymmlhmkotﬂmuhhaﬂugmwulwmh over the place with that B0s Amenican integnity heavy
that one can only dream of. h of those seni twisted Tom Petty metal With lots of Accept, but no Udo
1B- The Power Cosmic is ther first album on Nuclear mohadlmmuenmwmmlm voice. Cool songs from a cool band We'll see how
Blast after 3 on Cacophonous. [ own the exact same [ do have to admitit This is. their new material stands up...

dragon blade sword that Byren had in his promo shots www 1981 telia.com/~u 198103979/

for Battle Magic, and I'm pictured with it in LotFP #2.
Bal Sagoth is endorsed by a medieval arms
manufactirer for use of items in promo shoots, live
shows, and videos.

BROKEN HOPE (USA) Grotesque Blessings MAR
BEYOND DAWN (NOR) Eleciric Sulking Machine $55
PEA Griffin- 9- 38:55

Qualitone-
512 M Would you believe me when 1 said that Broksn



Hope 15 at the forefront of the progressive death metal with nothing to work with on top. In terms of quality
movement? | swear to you the first thing [ thought I'd put this below The Bleeding and Vile bu above all
when | tumed this on was ‘s death metal Liquid their other ones. The lyrics are absolutely brein desd to
Tmim&\p:’u-nuu!'Ofmmﬂdoun'lkupnpmemofbmghmcmcmuw
that level at all, but the arrangements and playing are favorite band of a good amount of people. Is there
definitely very changed up and complex. At the base it really encugh substance in this band to qualify as a
571l sounds like Immolation and Cannibal Compse, but “favorite? Too Many Twinkies sward of the issue goss
they'rs exploding with ivity R

downside of that is that these more progressive Cannibal Corpse is in real trouble as they aren’t even

take on 1990 Florida style death metal Do they
capture the sound? Yes. Do they es.
Reference Morbid Angel in rff structure, Deicide in
thythm and vocal style, and fill it out with a dozen
other various death metal bands around the edges [s
death metal dead? Hell no. Is there plenty of meaty
stufl here for the death metal die hard to love? Damn

The to George Fisher. He's cemamly not a starving artist right Do they have song ttles such as Let Jesus Bleed, ABSOLUTELY FLAWLESS. Perfect If not

Blood For Satan, and Hail Caligula? You bet. When

. Remember Chuck saying in this very zine that

metal It is not a side project, it is his main

£

was done and Control Denied was the future?
heard some snickering that he says trend free, but thi
is the mend now!' Remember this is 3 years in

offing, and if last year's record wasn't 'trendy’, this
't either. As far as the quality, this album

iFEF

T

Opeth, this is Album of the Month, and even so Tve

minded releases have s hard time creating song in the same league of brutality or insanity as bands like will | listen to this after writing up the review? Never flip flopped a few times about it. In the meantime,

definition, but when the playing is this good [ let it Dying Fetus and the entire United Gutteral roster, but
pass. Dor't worry as the foous is still maximum they aran't making up for it with killer songs either. 1
brutality, they just go about it all wanky like. No read an interview where Cannibal Comse were
problems there from me.
VIL It's Broken Hope, and Joe Ptacek is still shoving for Vile and Brian Slagel told them to tone it down, [
the mic down his throat. This is what kills the band for think that was the beginning of the end nght there.
me. Completely gutteral vocals completaly devoid of Back in the day songs like Skull Full of Maggots and
emotion. And with sengs like Necro Fellatio, Shredded Humans were extieme and insane, These
Chemically Castrated, and Intemal Infemo, you know days Ecstacy m Decay and Hacksaw Decapiation are
we're still talking the most ndiculous of the death almost PC gore. Cannibal Comse: Dinosaur Rock?
metal lyries. Except the lyrics aren't printed! Ack! I PO Box 291826, Tampa, FL 33678- 1826

dont like this *lynics available on the website' bullshit welcome to/galleryofsuicide

that bands are pulling. It's OK for deme bands
nzeding to save on printing costs, but for signed bands,
we'd like 10 keep up on what your songs are about
wherever we're listerung to the CD! Var- Var- 9. 72:18

P I've come to the conclusion that Brian Griffin's This is Cathedral's demo (4 songs) plus a 5 song live
production skills aren’t going anywhere. He gets a set from before their first album was released. It says
basic, solid sound, yes, You can hear e yes. “imreleased’ but | bought the demo on CD at Best Buy
But nothing jumps out at you as exciting! [t's like 5 years ago Basically this is completely fackad up
watching & Stzve Regal vs Mike R k tling omial hed doom metal. Early Cathedral is
match. It will be technically perfect but you'd better better than Katatorua at ref] bsolute desol

CATHEDRAL (UK) In Memoriam TMC
$88%

again.
Wallenbergstraat 27, 3882 H Puttan HOLLAND

recording some of their mind blowing technical stuff CLANDESTINE BLAZE (FIN) Fire Burns in Our

Hearr BM
5

7-7-8- 3T
The line lyrics available by requesr gets a big old
Suck My Willy. With songs like Children of God,
Vatean in Flames, and Native Resistance 1 am
thinking 1 may be glad there aren't any lynics here.
‘Well, the song Clandestine Blaze is hers. Ah well, the
great Finmish spirit of songsmanship will save this,
nght? Let me put the CD in and press play . oh dear.
This, uh, how do | put this? This sucks. | mean, really.
Production 1 wouldnt accept on a reh | tape,

Chuck battles & cancerous tumor and his prognosis is
still uncertain. This record deserves your support on so
many kvels. ‘Laugh st my words. You fools! Soon
they will become living truth!” IF YOU DO NOT
OWN THIS RECORD, IF YOU DO NOT LIKE THIS
RECORD, YOU ARE NOT A FAN OF HEAVY
METAL. Some CDs are powerful enough to not be
subject to petty ‘opuon.” This is one of them. Buy
several, give them to your friends. :

CONVERGE/AGORAPHORIC NOSEBLEED
(USA) The Poacher Diaries REL
$12
Var- Var- 15- 35:01
Agoraphobic Nesebleed sounds like all the bad
Grindensk

songwriting s0 monotonous it makes Dark Funeral
seem like Sadus, and all around just not what 'd be
proud to write, record, or releass. 1 will bet money
these guys aren’t NATIVE Finns | can see how CDs
like this inspire hatred and rage. | sure would be pissed

like nothing but headlocks, leglocks, and armbars. No shit. The live songs are rough around the edges,
IB Broken Hope mformstion? Ahh. . they've been and the demo tracks are lacking the comph that they
around foreyer, over 10 years | do belisve. One of the captured on the album, but this is mandatory for
first over the top gore bands, they unfortunately got anybody who thinks Sabbath are the be all and end all
their deal after Cannibal Corpse and with a smaller of doom Cathedral was one of the first 3 metal bands |
label so they've always been thought the duplicators really got into. No wonder | find the Sabs to be
when they actually came up at the same time, Broken irrelevant. Lee Dorrian is the one that inspired me to
Hope are far more advanced musically but Metal grow my hair out in the first place. Cathedral facking

if I bought hing that ded like this, too!
PO Box 21; 15141 Lahti FINLAND
clandestineblaze@hounail com

CONTROL DENIED (USA) The Fragile Art of
Existence NBA
55558
Morm i- Momns & Schuldi B 5049

tracks all her under one name.
Converge is a dresdfully uninteresting metallic
(ala Neurosis Through Silver in Elood). In other
waords, this whole thing is a gigantic waste of time, At
least there's still Deceased, Nile, and Amorphis on the
label.

COOFER, DC(USA) DC Cooper I0A
$851/4
House Audic- Ward- 12- 5316
OK, DC Cooper is the ex-vocalist of Royal Hunt. The
fans knew he was kicked out before ke did. THAT'S
classy. But he gets the last laugh, at least in the US

Blade couldn’t get behind them and here we are today
N/C What to say? They keep it g dly

rules

but they keep themselves firmly in one subgenres
fanbase wath their presentation and vocal attack
Broken Hope me VERY pigeonholed. Yet this is what
they do. If you're a brutal death fan this should be
nght up your alley. If not.

12564 W Dorothy St, Beach Park, IL 60087

www _brokenhope com

www_cathedral com

CEA SERIN (USA) Exhubition MCAMXCIY INDY
5535112
4-32:05
And so now | must wnte up something sbout Cea
Senn. This is the last thing I'm writing m the reviews
and really, what to say? That material of this quality is
unsigned is mindbogeling This CD just rips and how
can | describe this? I've been describing this as a mix

CANDIRIA (USA) Process of Self Develog MIA
155

Purple Light- * & Banlle- 13- 68.27

of Symphony X and In Flames, but that is so very
villgar in its nadequacy. This is progressive metal

Asifdndhmfmrwm’thndmmmmofﬂuwghmdl.?mugh,bﬁ!mmm]m:wpm

shit computer 1'm working on now locked up and |
lost 2 hours of wnting, That's about 10 reviews. So
there goes professionalism becauss all these bands |
saved for last | could give a shit about anyway.
Whatever. You've undcubtedly heard very good
tungs about Candiria as they have chops from hell and
a most imconventional way of writing songs. They are
a head tmp and that's good They switch betwesn
hardeore, metal, jazz, hip hop, and whatever else.
Their style is at the same time all of those, and beyond
those. Cool, if you hke hardcore, metal, jazz, hip hop,
and whatever else. To many this pure jazz and any hip
hop miluence just kills a band. [ like when bands use
Jjazzy structures (Cynic, Atheist, Pestilence), but just
Jazz m its own right? And hup-hop... but [ do know
there are plenty of metal fans who branch out
elsewhere, and this is for them. Very progr

out, not i the Dream Theater sense (I know [ pomnt
that out tons but at the same time if you say
someftung’s black metal you point cut if its not of the
Darkthrone school. ya know?). That sound IS thers at
pomnts, but they seamlessly mix those points up with
some brutal death metal parts as well and I'm

I am a moron, an idiot, and a deaf worthless fuck of a (where it matters least, actually). His album kicks the
muse entic for not having Death’s Sounds of SHIT out of the new Royal Hunt. Are the songs s
Pemseverance in my Top Ten of 1998 (issue #1). In progressive? No. Are they more aggressive? No. Do
fact, switch Nile and Witchery, HammerFall and they have more bite? Yes. Are these songs
Hellowesn, put Death in at #6, and bump everyone at memorable? Yes. Not too unlike Roval Hunt in the
that place down ome, and you have my current regard that this remind me of mature 80s rock/metal
feelings. Well, I'd put the Rhapsody in there at #7, but with synth (I'm thinking Joumey or Europe for some
I didn't have that one at the time and this is already reason, mostly by rep as I never sxactly was a big

confusing encugh! Anyway, The Frgile An of
Existence, is Death's Bth, and best album. Yes, you
read that right. Control Denied *IS® Death. Here's
what happened. (1 haven't interviewed Tim Aymar yet,
so if this all ends up being highly repetitious, or
wrong, blow me) As early as 1993, Individual
Thought Patterns era, Chuck Schuldiner, the mainman
(and in some ways ONLY man) of Death, exprassad
nterest m having real singing as his 80s heroes had.
After 955 Symbolic, he decided enough was enough,
irs tine for it. He also realized how fans resct to such
drashc changes, and became one of the most
henorable men in music by actually DECIDING TO

Journey or Europe listener. ), these compositions are
undoubtedly simpler. And 1 know I'm a weene
somparing this to Royal Hunt but it's an casy angle so
fuck offl Cooper's voice is a goody, nice and clear and
powerful and of a very pleasing tone. He's cool
Interesting to note the most ardent fans of DC
Cooper’s ['ve heard of so far have been women totally
stnicken by his looks and voice. | was going to go to
town on that but then | realized there would go all my

teratching my head. 1 think its really creative in Holy CHANGE THE DAMN BAND'S NAME! So he put leads. Cool enotigh for a thumbs up if you're into that
Mnmetmuwmlturiﬂ'mdncsm:hmphnwmMH‘ldelmofhbMFmT‘m:Mlendwnofﬂﬂmg.

drumming and vocals completely change the shopped it around. No takers. Son of a bitch! This is in
somplexion of a verse. | usmlly don't point out bits no way substantiated but | suspect Chuck signed to
like that but it s thing so el Yy in pt Nuclear Blast AS Control Denied, but they wanted a 535112

and executed at such a tight level of proficiency it Death album first, for financial security or some such 7- 7 10- 48:29

strikes out at me and demands that | mention #t. This The Sounds of Perseverance band was Control Denied. 1 have never heard Crimson Glory’s first 3 albums.
new breed of Amencan metal (which I'll throw Lilitu Simple as that BECAUSE CONTROL DENIED Never have, sommy. [I've gotten =

and Abwhore into as well) is going to be part of a new AND DEATH ARE THE SAME FUCKING THING! T ! in the 1 i
wave in the not too distant furare and it shows how Get it yet? Songs that were scheduled to be Control old Glory fans are fraaking
bringing in many el info a band can work like Derued songs were now Death songs. Chuck is a very Transcendence just rules, But | stand behind this

CRIMSON GLORY (USA) Astronomica SP]

, very
far runded. But for these whe like thewr metal 1o be
less street, like me, the urban nfluences just can't be
ignored. Why does it seem every band with a black
guy has to have groove, np, or whatever? Where are
you black guys that break the stereotype? White guys
listen to rap and there are serious white rappers. Where
the fuck are the black metal guys?

PO Box 10-0931, Brooklyn, NY 11210-0931

CANNIBAL CORPSE (USA) Bloodhirst MB
$51/2
Village Prod- Richardson- | 1- 34:35
This is a short CD, eh? No problem, so are Arch
Enemy CDs and | love those. But here we are back at
another Cannibal Corpse CD. [ don't like them. | really
don’t. | maintain that this band has but 3 actual songs
throughout thewr previous 6 albums: Stripped, Raped,
and Strangled, Mummified in Barbed Wire, and
Hammersmashed Face Chris Barnes is a fucking idiot
1 should mention and there are STILL people that say
George Fisher isn't as good Ifthat's you, YOU'RE AN
IDIOT! He may not have much texture in his deliv 1y
but both his lower growls and especially the higher
sereams have MUCH more power, Can you god damn
believe that this band is on album NUMBER SEVEN?

metal He Imows two beats: Fast and kinda fast At
least he does those two well but he leaves the band

magic and it 't the Eurcpeans who can be brutal msecure person. He is. It's all over his fucking lynies! | review anyway.] I've been highly interested in doing
AND classy at the same time. Did | mention the sound have more thecnies but its all just vague s0 because of Jeff Wagner throwing their name around

on thus thing s really crisp? The only complaint [
would have is that the other fawless, human ding

mmoflmmlmﬂddmyw every so often, but never intngued quits encugh to go

drum programming is given away by the at times silly
soumding cymbals. So there's your %4 off. Otherwise,
thus is perfecion. Vocally, this s godly as well.

He'sa and song 50
who cares anyway, nght? So he's pissed about Control
Denied being denied releass in #'s own right He's
sensitive about it. That's probably why he denies the

Moving from & clean voice that reminds me of Jeff songs were written for this band cr that... when IT IS

Seott Soto (2 lot of the guitar work SCREAMS
Tngwie as well') to a thrashhardcore yell down on to
those Cradle of Filth/Solefald pterodactyl sereams (not
very many of those) to those Pestilence/Athsist ‘you
know this is progressive death’ type vocals, this keeps
you off guard. But it sounds so natural! This CD is so
cool it hurts. Suppont this band! (note: Apparently 1
got an initial pressing of this thing... the CD is now
‘officially known as Chi ... not o be confl
with the band of the same name from Seattle)...
Apparently ths s ONLY available through
www.mp3. comvceaserin for $6, so go!

147 Cockerham Rd, Denham Springs, LA 70726

www angelfire com/me/ceasenn/index himl

CENTVRIAN (HOL) Choronzanic Chaos Gods FMP
$581/4
P-7-9- 4746

I'll admit to beng a hyp here. With

black metal and d=ath metal, | approach & CD wath an
‘mnpress me dammit” attitude, whereas power metal |
put it on ready to rock. If you haven't noticed that
you're not reading close enough, So here we have
Centvnan (not to be confused with the Judss Priest
inspired CentvriOn featurcd last issue) playing a 1999

THE SAME BAND ANYWAY. THEY JUST GOT A
NEW SINGER! Oh, and Steve DiGiorgio on bass, |
wuess he's new. Musically. this 1 NO DIFFERENT
than Sounds of P - Very hnical
progressive heavy metal Everything Dream Theater
would be if they had any balls. So the vanable factor. .
Tim Aymar, vocalist. | mterviewed him so | won't go
nto too much shit background-wise, but he
mastarfully sings, SINGS, Chucks vocal lines hers.
You can tell Chuck still did all of the writing. You can
almost hear Chuck's snarl gracing the music, that's

through the trouble as the CDs are NOT entirely easy
to track down. Howevesr, a NEW Crimson Glory | sure
as hell am not gomng to miss. I've heard some
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me think I'd like the new guy better anyway.
vocal tone reminds me of a Kill Em

Hetfield with some actual smging talent. (
mail for that please, | love that album but
dare tell me Hetfield was anything at all of a

‘singer’) When he starts crooning he doesn't sound i
that anymore and when he starts screaming his
ofl he's up there gong whhooahahahah like half the
people in the 80s did and he's never bering. Ever. The
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P 15 ly FLAWLESS. A strong, strong
bass sound is present, almost prominent, but have no
fear this IS a METAL record! About the songs... this

. album lives and dies by the song as there isn't too

much in the way of a unified vibe to be found here




10 be space and aliens (look at the title, plus songs like nifty little chor that's strategcally placed. All out
War of the Worlds, New World Machine, Cydonia, ctc aggression but very smart s well, this one s an EASY
stc) which matches the music as there are more thumbs up.

futuristic industrial TOUCHES such as the CD's intro  darkane@innocent.com

and sevenl songs have introductory samples. | haven't

desenbed the music to you very well have [? Heavy DEAD SILENT SLUMBER (SWE) Envombed in the
metal, no doubt Not spesd, power, thrash, Midnight Hour HHR

progressive. Just heavy metal, there is no reasen for 5512

any of thess songs not to be on the ndie, and they 7-7- 7-39:16

throw in quirky little touches that keep it interested. Naglfar has a pristine reputation m the undesground.

Interested? Mairunian Jens Ryden now has a solo project, and
www critnsonglory.com Dead Silent Shumber is it! The guy’s got awssome hair
and that death metal guitar god pose on the back of the
DARK THRONE (NCR) Ravishing Grimness MF  promo (and | assume the CDitself .. ) is at once
$s1/2 imspiring and humorous | imagine most that will get
?-*-6-37:40 into this will be so anti- Yngwiz in sttitude when n

M Black metal is fuzzed punk music OR dark ambient reality this is the same sort of thing, just with a
with guitars, deal with it. If the Misfits had fuzzed out different approach. No, this is not a big guitar wank
‘and Danzg growled instzad of whatever the fuck that fest, its not like THAT at all But the idea of ‘this is
i that he does, Dark Throne would have been 15 years my work and no one else wall touch it is right there.
behind the times. Nah, it's not THAT bad as you can’t And to Jens credit the album has a good vanety of
hear some skin shouting *1-2-3-41" anywhere. Think a good, solid, interesting songs that as & whole 15
combo of same old punk cliché mixed with that almost BETTER than Naglfar, That's cool to me because
traveling kind of repeating riff pattem you've heard while thers are so damn many great musicians in
from Satyricon, and a million more during metal, thers aren’t many SONGWRITERS so many of
the non-kill!! parts: Not a single blast beat to be found these *bands’ ust fucking suck. Ryden proves himself
here. There 35 & lot of repetition here so that ambient & songwriter. I'm not sure (funny, you clean your
effct takes over here and there causing one to doze, apartment for the first time in six months and now you
but overall either the beat or the nffing stays fast can't find any of your bio shests. 1) but [ do believe
enough to not make this sound like a Great Relaxing Ryden plays EVERYTHING Much of this 5 the cool
Buzzing Guitars sleep aid. Still, this is an ugly thing, death/black hybnd (non blast... yeessss!! [ TOLD you
even if what everyone dse in the world calls a ‘cold this guy writes SONGS!) with some tasty and catchy
sound” | consider very wanm. Whatever. You realize stuff. He gets WAY cool with the
thesa guys could be Yngwie level musicians for all we title track with the female vooals and slow, clsan
know and just chioose to be rather simplistic guitar focus, which breaks the album up nght in the
Y/L Moonfog was gracious enough to throw in a middle and gives this whole thing so much character.
prantout of the lyries with the promo. Bravo! This is The closer Lick the Wound stands out as well thanks
mﬂyprmdhlwmdammﬂ,wﬁdllw to a slow, clean guitar approach. And it works. [f1
s what's required here. The refrain of Lifeless will were to have one complamt sbout Ryden, it would be
spell it all out for you. . ‘Lifeless, deprived, lifeles, in his vocals. He has & more focused [hsahnian washout
hatred.” The one thing that | found truly disappointing scream which has absolutely no character in delivery.
about this CD 1s that the vocals are almest safe. No ont He does an evil whisper too. Ooooh, | am scared. I'm
of contrel howling, no primal screams. Just that sure there are plenty of good screamers that could
‘standard black metal croak’ (as oppossd to the have spared aweek to help cut on this! Come on Jens,
standard rasp) that | guess would be smpid to blame even Yngwie uses vocalists. But oversll, a
them for considenng they were among the first. Still, surprisingly srong album!
way to under control for what this should be.
P My biggest beel with Dark Throns has been ther DEFH'GBER(SW!:}TM{'M: Chver the High Pass
beyond garage pmd'uchmlmllvmmbemﬂba
Napalm Death CDs | broke in on were HORR!BLE ss34
sounding things, but hey, poli-sci viewpoints will Sunlight- Skogsberg- 8- 42:56
over ‘I'm evil, see me make devil hand signs!” my M [ honestly thought this was a practical joke when [
tume. 1'm happy to report that this CD does not sound received it. After all the talk that this 1sn’t some damn
like shit. Somebody spent & few hundred dollars to HammerFall linp metal release (their tone, not mine),
produce this or something! Seriously though, what I put this in and._ is it dirty, Omen style heavy metal
made many 15 year old rebelliovs kids think like you'd expect ount of Necropolis? Perhaps
Transylvanian Hunger was some sort ofd.m was somewhat in style, and here and thers it doss get down
wmscly Whll mnd: it & grand piece of dung and dirty. But this is built on melody and no matter
being dard just to show you can’t how rough it tries to make you think it is this s a
be held to stndards is fucking dumb. Penod. pretty classy piece of metal. The material nses above
Ravishing Grimness isn't any sort of dlean sounding attempts 1o run itself, if that makes any senge This s
thing by ANY means, but it is MUCH more cleanly actually mﬂywquemlhuna:iwmallnl’t!m
produced than the last Gorgoroth or especially Ulver's without like Hell The
Nattens Madngal, for mnstance. m.\ghurhwtrmhd;ltlmmli!hmkhnm:gamr
mmm.:ummmmmh wotk is 1!:]1 o fuid and flashy and as the wo
death band tumed garage black metal. Interviews with Is each other, it's quite the peppy and
the members have shown them to be se overly clever mmnmg lock at heavy metal. This isn't pussy shit
they come off as morons, Stll, they are the first band but come on, generation HammesFall is going to lick
to releass a “Norweman Black Metal Album,” EVER, this up,
msfhyhmmﬂhapmm:mmfmhﬁu WLCIILhmwegn Here's the rough edge. Michaels
‘e van de Graaf can't sing. He has two effective styles: a
NiC To the surprise of dozens, probably, the fnal rather nmeful shout, and a mors viking metal wadl
verdict is that the new Dark Throne just 1sn't all that When he does either of those two he's fine. When he
bad. I'll fieely admit that I don't *get it’ when it comes tries to actually croon, it s pretty nasty sounding
to being evil and atmosphenic and gree and shit But so Hello, I'm talking to you track 3, also known as High
what? Black metal works on a musical level as well, Himalayan Valley. Don't worry, 1 do notice how
and that Dark Throne have grown and gotten listenable stumd that song title s Suronnded by good fnends
(gasp!) probably pisses a lot of people off but | wasn't such as City m the Clouds, Dragon, Maze of the
at all offended to be Listsning to this, It'll never be in Minotaur, and the title track .. come on. There is fun
my CD player again, mind you, but I'm sure it had fun cheese and plenty of safe havens for the old AD&Ders

ways til Friday. The mam problem is that this CD is
stuck m midpaced mode. It plods along, fine enough,
and it does avod the current happy speed metal fzel.
Mission accomplished there. Bul it ends up with this
somnding like 43 minutes of effective transitioning
tocls but that's it. Very little in effective songwriting.
Tons of potential hare but | think right now before
they go any furher they need to write some real
SOngs..

DEKAPITATOR (USA) We Will Destroy You Will
Obey BM

355

Sound Temple- Murphy- 11- 33:48
Fn'm our ﬁwuh NH at Blackmetal.com (an

L, der service for your
underground styled metal needs.. even if it is fonny as
aﬂhﬂ]lﬂnﬂhﬂmlﬂ}hﬂsmtmd‘wshm
the ‘corporate metal' element’ yet they were selling
Metallica’s Garags Inc.. haha! No shame in making
meney doing honest business but don't pretend to be
so underground while still selling  everythng
everybody else does..) comes Dekapitator. Old styled
thmsh if the name didnt tip you off. I'm no retro
thrashhead by ANY means but 1 do have to admit
Dekapitator comes across just cheesy encugh with the
right amount of speed metal and great guitar solos that
all this does it bring & smile to my face! Yes, it is
completely retarded. Songs such as Hell's Metal,
Release the Dogs, and Possessed with Damnation
(em..) have chomses consisting of yellmg the title
four, six, ten times or so.. I'm not up on the 8Os
Eurothrash scene enough to know if these guys are,
ahem, nfls from the big numes of that
tirne, but either way this 15n't a CD you get for the
cutting edge of metal mto the millennium. Cheesy
lynes with good playing, decent production, a VERY
Knft cover drawing (evil hangman with moming star
and maching gun ), but with 200% metal spirit that
can't be argued with, no way no how, and this makss
me want to put on my leather and spikes, raise my
glass of milk high (remember, | don't dnnk alechol...),
and bang my friggin head!
dekapitate@aol com

DEVILYN (POL) Rebomn in Pain LIS
812
Spaart- - 12+ a:57

Yeah, it's death metal and besides the accent on the
vocals (not unliks countrymen Vader whoss
aren't complete vocal wipeouts) this sounds very US
mspired with Cannibal Corpse, Suffocation, and a hnt
of Morbid Angel bemng very evident. Sclidly produced
and played, there's just nothing new, or

Dismember were never any great shakes (Remember
Chris Mayocock’s exaltation in Maniacs? DEATH
METAL! Scream it to your parents] DEATH
METAL! Ceol writing. Misplaced enthusiasm.) but
they do what they do. Most notable for being the only
band ever named Dismember that didn't sound hke
Discharge. Hate Campaign is & total farce, This & a
band with an album out becanse they have a record
deal Simple as that If Nuclear Blast didn’t have a
deal with them, this band wouldn’t be going. Period.
No songs, no ideas, and they have toned down the
ferocity to let in some of that Gothenburg melodicism.
Not a lot, but please, Putting on & Dismember CD
made me want to go listen to Enformbed. Every single
time. Now all 1 want to listen to is The Jester Race
when | throw this on Tsk tsk boys The killer tones
are now on probation A shit sandwich. Watch to see
how all the old Dismember heads won't believe it and
herald this as a great new record from a band staymg
with the times.

DOUBLEDRIVE (USA) 1000 Fard Stare MCA
55174
Audio Art- - 87- 54:11
They're from Atlanta and [I've never heard of them
OK, ifs not metal [ts on a major, what did you
expect? Well, shit, I'm like Il Litersture now, getting
all sorts of crap. Ha ha. | listen to *NO* radio (besides
talk radio), warch “NO™ video shows, 50 | have “NO~
knowledge of music in the real world after abowur 1992
All | know is what | hear when I'm nding in someone
else’s car, or if someone has & mdio on somewhers,
And this sounds like it would be comfortable on the
mdio. It's straght up rock n roll without any real
bullshit, so I'll respect them for that, and I'm unable to
extrapolate any more, Some of this smifl s pretty
catchy too. But they don't make any sort of conngction
with me so | won't tell you to 'go check out this great
band.' [ WILL t=ll you if you DO liks no bullshit rock
music and checking out new bands you might as well
get this one as a small show of suppont for the labels
and PR agencies that support LotFP with promes... oh,
and keep in mind if this gets THIS ratng, imagine
how utterly SHITTY ‘real’ metal bands with lower

ratings really are.
www doubledrive com

DEAWN (NUR)A New World? PRU
558104
7-7- 8- 65:08
This 5 a meody little atmospheric metal release from
members of In the Woods. It sounds ke . wait
wait .. In the Woods! Not exactly. The music is more

bk

exciting going on here. Nothing ina

d here (nol saymg much though .. no
ily a bad thing) as ot meanders around

subganre thalmmanywn}'u cmmmmmmm
either wild wity, or
stagman! scene t’ollmmg that leads straight into
oblivion.
33-100 Tamow; ul Lesna | 6A/88 POLAND

devilyn black-art pl

BRUCE DICKINSON (Var) Seream for Me Brazil
AIR RAID
31
Live- Roy Z- 12-69:32
Gimnted, this is pretty cool to listan to. But talk sbout a

Sometumes it s WAY soft, sometumes not. The vm
can best be described as 4
m&lhmdamhumbeﬂmksw&nsmm

this sits in the same genre of music as In the
Woods, early Ulver, sarly Katatonm, Agalloch, etc,
it's nather as engagmg nor as good Potential not yet
realized.

EBONY LAKE (UK) On the Eve of the Grimly
Inventive CAC

5588
Academy- Mags & =- 7-48:42

whale it was there.

DARKANE (SWE) Rusted Angel REL
$85374
Dug Out- Bergstrand- 10- 40:42

NOT ANOTHER GOOD! ALBUM! I'M LATE! 1
DONT HAVE TIME TO DO A PROPER REVIEW!
Shit. Darkans is a killer, KILLER band Every
Joumabist I talk to raves about these guys but there's
no street buzz. What's WRONG with you people?
Wrapped in beautiful artwork that reminds me of'a
‘pseudo warmabe cyberGeiger but still onginal enough
1o not be cheesy shit, this thing rips and tears at you
This is Peter Wildoer’s band, and 1 don't know what
happened on the Anmageddon CD and Arch Ensmy’s
Stigmata, but he’s brilliant here! They take the
Swedish sound and tum it upside the fock down and
stuffit ina barrel full of nails and shake the sumbitch
up il i's all gorad and bloody. Did I mention how
funous these goddamn drums are? Pure fury mixed
with otherwerldly guitar harmonics and you're
thindang At the Gates? You'll thnk that more than &
few times, which is good. Because they have so much
mere 1o offer as well. How about a string quartet and o

amongst us, but when peopls seem like they're just
mmmwnwoumwmmﬂm
“Minotaurs sound metal, let's sing about that!” we're
i danger here! Iron Savier, Rhapsody, shit, even
Power Symphony and such will never be unearthed
1000 years from now and taken as great 20° century
literaturs, but they're at least functional at telling a

story.

P Sunlight studios has many sounds, and this sounds
like none of the cliches, Not a slick production but
again the actual songwriting and guitr playmg

overcome that and it soimds a lot sweeter than 1t 15, if made some

that makes any eense. The tones seemingly come from
some astral plane, as it's fir out at times. But very
strong production values all sround.

IB Members of Cranim (retro much, Philip?), Mork
Gryning, and the singer of Afflicted’s second fmled
album Dawn of Glory. 1t is common myth that sasd
Afflicted album died for being heavy metal when
heavy metal was dead. | haven't heard it But if it
sounds anything like this, then the explanation is
NIC That album title is kinds pomno, isn't if? Anyhow,
it docs sound liks | am pissing all over thy thing five

WASTE of money 10 a Bruce Dickinson fan. 10 of the Imagme if Meshuggah, Peceatumn, Gorguts, the guy
12 songs are from Chemical Wedding or Accident of who wrote the Omen soundtrack and the Darkest of
Birth. Just go gel those two! I mean, yeesh! And the the Hillside Thickets had a hot, sweaty omgy, and
crowd banter. . Bruce's call for to closz a aft ds decided to head to the rehearsal room for a
deor is now mmmortalized forsver! The songs are jam, the result just might sound like Ebony Lake. This
basically run through with a mnimum of crowd shit is SICK twisted How they remember their music
interaction. | give a thumbs up to both Accident of is far, FAR beyond me. Keyboards, chanting, sick
Bith and Chemical Wedding (upgrade my issuz #2 syncopation,  startstop/ha-ha-you-didn't-see-THIS-
seore 1o 4 out of §), but pleass, people, believe me no coming are all arranged as if in & mixmaster and lud
mitter how much you love Bruce's solo work or are out on CD | fucking lowve this shit Why? This is
geiting restless for that new Maiden record, your different, this is arnt, and these pecple are incredibly
money is better spent elsewhere. Or save it for talented Lyncally on some of these thungs they
Maiden's big to-do, because frankly 1 have a feeling literally say enough to fill up & small book as these
we'll all be in need of a few bucks around that tme. ..
www. hmcedickinson.com

l An Autumn to

DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN (USA) Calculating
Infinity REL

$588

Trax East- Evetts & Weinman & Pennge- 11- 37:31
Somchow [ don't dunk [ did them justice i my
feature, but oh well. This is INSANE, technical, break
your ass matenial that just blows my mind Post- to know what their demo sounded like. Lyrically, and

warisons in the interview, but how
lhumr’lnult‘ymcmihnmmyuwwpmﬂm
15 just BRUTAL and msanely tzchnical and son of a
bitch if this does not leave all amazed. The production li
s puushungly crystal clear, and for these forty my
you won't do a damn thing other than take in all that
the Diillingsr Escape Plan has to offer. You are
wirned.

DISMEMBER (SWE) Hate Campaign NBA

madmworm er, ahh,
OK, really, you owe it to yourself to
mnmofmmm-mm

53
?-9-11-33:32



clzar but doesn't have that all-star depth. You hear the
piano but can't feel the hammer on the stnngs, you
know? Also, every so often the main vocalist decides
he needs 1o sing clearly. Not very often, and thank
Cthulu for that! He sucks! And lastly . as the ntle
says, they arz on the eve of their grun inventions. This
is but a first step.., | smile with gleeful fear that the
horror has ealy begun. Marvelous,

ELECTRIC WIZARD (UK) Supercoven MIA
]

Var- Var- 4- 50-40
It's stll wwwasayyy too fucking much Sabbath
supersludge.

ENOCHIAN CRESCENT (FIN)- Omega
Telocvavim- AG
85374
Tieo Tico- 7- 9- 40:16

Now here’s something a limle bit different. The first
thing that strikes me is that the guitar tone reminds me
of Canmbal Corpse when they do thew ‘crespy
crawlhing’ niffing. You knoew the sound. Bul aside from
the tone, this has nothing to do withCannibal Corpse
This is some pnmo dark metal, accenting the brutal
and with very little of the *atmosphenc’ trappings a lot
of Finnish bands come up with. 1 don't belheve there
are any keyboards on here, but | call this dark metal
rather than death metal because the atmoesphere they
create with just thewr guitars... wow! 1'd thought they
were a black metal band previous to actually heanng
them but their riffing and structures are thick like
death metal Vocally there's some spiffy effecis
making it over the top brutal and mterssing. Strong
doom metal overtones on this thing. Some inferesting
songwriting makes this & thumbs up for you brutal
music minded pecple who want soms codl inferssting
things i here, with no ‘pussy shit.' What they're
gong on about | don’t know, but some of the song
ttles are Oceanus on Dry Land, Tis the Sound of
Tempest That Drowns Us Out, and Grey Skin

karmi suormnismi(@sonera.com

ENTWINE (FIN) The Treasures Within Hearts SF
85172

Astia- Kippo- 8- 36:50
Again, a pgood sobid band playmg completely
unoriginal metal. Onginality isn't always the biggest
issue with me (I eat up European power metal like 1t
was chocolate, remember) but with these My Dying
Bride, Paradise Losty (oldstylz) gothic metal bands, |
have & problem. You can play True Heavy Metal and
sound ust bke Gamma Ray and still MEAN it and
have that ‘Metal YEEESSSSII' emotion very
smcerely Gothic matal to me isn't, or should be, just
about a 'sound ' 'Dash a little hzavy guitar, some tinkly
keyboard, a violin, some meany vnuis. some female

people proclaim mastery over life and desth. Ancient
(2012) s at least imagmative with 1 think an Aztec
twist of onr modem age coming to an end at the hands
of cults. Whe is Sibouba? Body of Knowledge is some
sort of Hypocrisy subject reject, dealing with men in
biack, aliens, and stolen ejaculate. This band's best left
back in the garage

PO Box 51388, Riverside, CA 92517-1388
sfuroxifaol com

FINALXIT (USA)- True Nature- INDY
55512
Dugital Concepts- *- 5- 31:14

REPUBLIC

GANDALF (FIN) Deadly Fairytales EAR
$881/4
Astia- Kippo & *- 10- 46:45
In Flames meets Sentencad. Good, but come on guys...
PO Box 52; 00941 Halsinki FINLAND
www.sit, fi'~kriba

TheGATHERING (NET) Superheat CM
s

Live- 2- 10- 6534
Does anyone really want to hear How to Measure a

A not too shabby EP that combines the thrashiness of Planet (How to Measur= My Penis? With a yardstick!)

an Iced Earth or And Justice . ema Metallica with
some tasty old Queensryche moments. Sounds good,
huh? This band is making a nice name for themselves
ont there in Texas, and after getting a sound like this |
don’t know why they aren't signed.  Actually, that's
hecause while the powers that be (ha ha, FUCK YOU
Russo, you got what you deserved!) want you to think
that traditional metal is “in" Not so. What i “in’ is
quitc 90s styled takes on Euro 80s metal The US
faction is being Jeft out for the most part. Fne with
me, but in Finalxit's case, you can’t complain because
it 15 that good! Check *=m out.

$6 to PO Box 751835, Houston, TX 772751835

FINNTROLL (FIN) Midnattens Widunder SF
558

= 7= 9- 30:00
This Spik blabel 15 domg a
aring lll of Firland's dirty, stinky musical sundry
My man complants about the label aren’t that the
bands aren't good, but they ARE highly denivative and
likely why the bands haven'! gotten proper deals
overseas of with Spmefarm proper. Of course,
something DOES have 1o be said about Spmefarm
promoting Finland, and by proxy atself, for all it's
worth. Hers we have Finntroll IF the name isnt
warming enough, we have the press release . Trollish
howdown polks folkmetal' 1 mean Jesus fucking
Chnst. | can't ¢ven make fun of them any moere than
they've done it to themszlves. And if's not even that
goofy! The music is actoally a quite entertaining mix
of say, Dimmu Borgg metal and the Finnush

live on CD? Sure don't. That's pretty much what this
is. 6 out of 10 songs off of that one, 2 off of Nighttume
Birds, 2 off of Mandylion. Plus a CD Rom ¢lip of a
Mandylion song. Pathetic! | understand on a tour you
focus on the latest album but a live album nesds to be
maore squal. Strange Machines was caught better live
on the May Song sngls anyway Doing nghnm:e
Birds live is a funny prospect considering the vocal
harmonies made this song a great one. Live, there's
only one Anneke. This is for fans of their last album
and nobody else This is about as enjoyable 15 a
bootleg of their Colerado show.

www gathering.nl

Now this i going to be a big car wreck of a review
because questions about musical appreciation are
brought up so den't expect this to be the smoothest
read of the section. Now, first of all, | don't know if |
mdl!nsupmm#s but Andrea Haugen, the

Afrocity's Callmg the Rain All the ]ymu are in

English which for some reason caught me off guard.

Zammmmmi,lryouhmdmgm well
il G G

3

g

lmueunlmﬂNoanmmmymmm
Haugen has 100% authority to say what she wants
done with her work. On one hand you can say who am
I o second guess her or flush her music down the
todlet for it but on the other hand taking that attitude

* means that no music crtic can EVER say anything

GODS TOWER (BEL) Ebony Birds PRO
55512

Var- Var- 9- 65:14

ful job of Il try to restrain Andreas and Sergsy from attempting

1o behead the Prophecy guys as they bill Gods Tower
as 'Russia’s most famous metal band ' I've got to tell
You guys, Ih:pmducmvnmuontﬂofwmm
this first batch of Prophecy release has shocked me.
Simply incredible. Anyway, the material to be had
here is either a rerecording, or a compilation, of songs
frem thewr 3 demos and/or 2 albums. Tl lean towards
rerecording because of the sound quality but T dont
know for sure. I'll get the negative out of the way first,
and the reason this 't $88%+ is that this vocalist just
sucks He barks his way over most of this matenal but
when he sings, he isn't as bad but that isn't to say he's
any good. A shame because if someone with a real
veice was singing some of thoss phrasings and

traditional music that can be found all over phi

and Nightwish matenal When they styles happen at
the same time there is that ‘whoa, that is different!®
effect All the lyries are in Finmsh and the vocals are
mostly 'gmm’ se this is not your average folkmetal
release. Even il it DOES have a little bit of the boingy
hoingy jews harp. And all the lyrics are in Finmsh. But
I've been rendered unablz to get into this becsuse I'm
thinking of a bunch of Finns in overalls with their
binjos having a ‘howdown' and ifs an ommage
completely unconnected to what they're playing. | pray

singing and voila, a band!' No. B tien of
the music =n't ‘gosh, I'm fesling so grvthn: and
emotional!, the emotion is 'ves, I'm really a fan of all
these bands” True SERIOUS emotion can NOT be
achieved through plagiarism. But if you're o fan of just
the pure SOUND then there's plenty to eat up here
Keyboards are NOT the upfront mstrument  Guitars
are. And the production on this thing. it's not perfect,
but it i SO fucking HEAVY. Lead heavy This is
Beached Oma. CHUGGA CHUGGA CHUGGA .
DAMN. The vocals are all clean. There is a ‘cover of
Depeche Mede's Enjoy the Silence, which is actually
quite nice. All in all, this isn't gomg 1o be the CD |
throw on if I'm wanting to hear this style. . but if you
like this style you could certainly do alot. and | mean
a LOT, worse. | look forward to their development and
hope they come back with another CD next year
keeping this massively HEAVY sound, but with a
little more of THEMSELVES thrown in.

Alcksantennk 29 B, 15140 Lahti FINLAND

EYEHATEGOD (USA) Southern Discomfort CM
5
Var- Var- 9. 4221
is a rarities collection of shit that should have stayed
rare, |s this a good tume to mention how bad Crowbar
sucks, too?
FATAL LIQUIDATION (USA) Surrender Four Soul
INDY
$12

Lowe Juice Laboratones- Swanson & *- 4 15:37
Yet again, a half assed band's music is just KILLED

you shitting yourself yet! The songs are called
Prisoner of Gore, Bits and Pisces, Ancient (2012), and
Body of Knowledge. The first two, if you can't guess
by yourselves, suck. PoG features lyrics like ‘Coming

they say *I'm* amogant? | make fun of records, these

to ything mighty that Towdown® means something
al least 25% respectable in Europe Oh gawd
Recommended to folk metal nutcases and naught elss
finntrofl@hotmal com

FOREST OF IMPALED (USA) Demonvoid RED
$553/4
ShefBeld- Sheffield- 9. 30:19

Well, last issue | reviowed their debut CD and |
remarked that | thought they were on 1o bigger and
bettzr things. Well, they have s real label now, and
whils they didn’t achieve what | was hopmg for,
Forest of Impaled have delivered a rock solid black
metal album in the vein of Nemesis Divina style
Satyricon. The production is nice and clear, the songs
have a build and meaning, and I'm impressed. This,
out of the midwest? Whe knew? Well, lots of people
obviously as 'm usually the last to be in on tis kind
of sff Deesn't that make you feel good reading
about it? But really, if that earlier Saryricon vibe
(minus the folky bits) was your thing, and you can't
stand Rebal Extravaganza. .. well. .. chack this out!

FORGOTTEN SILENCE (CZE) Senyaan RBL
55553

Var- Medved & *- 16- 9811
Brilliance in music. | had heard great things about this
band for years, but had never ordered their matenial
Would a Czach band have a geod sound? Would the
matenial be in English? All sorts of stupid thoughts
came mto my head Well, one day this amived in my
mailbox. WOW. A double CD lasting over an hour
and a half, and | have to say that this band is
extremely, overwhelmingly, and thoroughly awesorme,
Onginal? Czech Powerful? Czach. Cool as shit?
Crech! 1 don't know how many bands can go through,
masterfully, influences such as ¥ and the Mortal
(Tears Laid in Earth days), ¥ and the Mortal (In this
Room days), Opeth, Katatonia, Ulver, NYC Death
Metal, FL death metal, Gothenburg style meal, old
British doom, Theatre of Tragedy, and more | don't
recogmize; and have the thing FLOW, have this just
scrzam out | AM ART! The entire 2 disc affuir is a
story, a narmative This band has no need of ‘lynes.*

. The story is told in plain Enghsh, and very well too

considering their origin. Buy or be ignorant.
Machova 487, 665 01 Rosice n Bma; CZECH

lodies we've got a didate for album of the year.
There. Now for the music, it is completely ongmal as
I've never heard anything quite like it. Not original as
in they rebuilt everything from the ground up, but
ongiral in that they take the familiar groundwork and
their embellishments taks me down paths nobody slse
has come across yet That Russian Think Tank that
Metal Maniacs ran a few months ago was exzcnble
for several reasons (1 don't think being an impartial
Jourmalist is a good thing when it comes to racist,
fascist, terrorist thugs) but it did point out that we may
be on the verge of a creative avalanche. All 9 of these
compositions stand alone as they take somber, almost-
but-not-quite dirgy feelings and set them to slower
(but not snail's) paced melodic, doomy metal
Somebody restrain  Andreas and Sergey  fom
beheading ME as [ believe this is far mors effective at
evoking the same stmospheres Mental Home attempts,
without half the keyboards. A breath of fresh air in
many ways, but they need to sack that vocalist, and
yesterday

GOOSEFLESH (SWE) Chemiecal Garden Digital
Dimension (no idea on address)
512

Oral Majority- Laghi- 12- 45:21
Another case study for bands. How many demos did
thiese guys get out there? How many people cringed at
the stupid, shitty name? Yet a band that busts their ass
will get rewnrded. Especially when they play trendy-
ass, proove nifT onented, fcelsss metal like this. Not
Kom style, really, but Fear Factory at their

negative about any music, and that i bullshit My
problem is that the last 3 songs on this CD are remixes
of songs from the previous CD. Techno, hip hoppy,
break besting electrome treatments are given 1o songs
ﬂllllznsthwwhldNONEomeHamzstyl:
mdledmlnm:m oppumammg
musical sp

move. The artist formerly known as Ganm has done it
again., ruining perfectly good music. 1 doubt painters
would allow a ‘retouch’ artist to smear feces all over
the canvas, yet that is what Andrea has llowed people
to do to her music. | se¢ no connectien between the
two musical forms. If you want to do dance techno,
fine, all good and well But stop mpwng good music.
Hopefully this is merely an abermtion and the next full
length will get back to Hagalaz Runedance the way it
SHOULD be.

et PR ALY 4 ht

HATE ETERNAL (USA) Conquering the Throne
EAR
5512
?-7-11-33:26

I have thus mondo cool demo CD that Erk Rutan was
selling on the Jast leg of the Morbid Angel tour to pull
through Atants. It had both of his projects, Alas and
Hate Etemal 1 thougit Alas was reslly, REALLY
wonderful. Hate Etemnal, less so. And which got
signed to the worldwide deal? | blame the metal fins
(THATS YOU THATS READING THIS, YA
IGNORANT SHIT!) who will buy this i numbers
thousands greater than would have booght Alas. I'm
not pleased with you people. Saying this sounds like
Morbid Angel and Suffocation muixed up and put at
hyperspeed would be too easy considering the guitar
phwmﬁrikﬂnhnmdbougl:mm bmdmfs
about . The d g 15 wh i
lhmermpmaiblyﬁstkrkm which sound so

ipled I'm dering if the d credits should
rﬁ:lT‘irn \f‘mlx_anfoTouls Rutan gets the
Obnesaed'lmnwﬂyhlfbﬂdmmhnrlwuﬂ
this issuz. Anyway, youre going to pick this up
because it is ‘cool.’ YouTe going to be sitting around
listening to this admitt=dly well done, but uttery
pointless display of extremity, your mofher is going to

bounce is a sure firs rzference. Pass.
hem?2 passagen selgooseweb

GRABESMOND (AUS) Xemoglossie NRA
433

Homix- 7- 15- 44:42

Ambint mood music. OK, not that bad as there are
actual instruments being played but the overall effect
is the same Think 3rd and the Mortal's zaniest
moments from their later work and you'll have a clue. |
dom't kmow. Thas is probably me just being closed
minded again, but there's nothing here that 1 can grab
onto or relate to, akhough actually 1| COULD grab
onto Lucia Faroutar, the very cule vocalist whose
picture appears on the back of the promo. Bad sgn
when that's what | focus on most of all [ can hear
what's going on, but | don't know why, | don't know
where they are going, and frankly it's really starting to
annoy me Where's that Yngwie CD | picked up
today?

HAGALAZ RUNEDANCE (NOR) Urd- Thar Which
Was HHR

s
Akkerhaugen- Akkerhaugen & =- 5-27:11

who buy into this kind of thing Beware,
HECATE ENTHRONED (UK) Kings of Chaos PHD
$

?- Coleman- 11- 3313
Oh fuck Instead of 4th rate Cradle of Filth suck
music, Hecate Enthroned is now onto 3rd rate desth
mchLNammnupuqdm.nnmmh’ghm
Atmospheric  keyboards remain, and some trebly
guitars. But this is a big clusterfuck and no matter




one with a 1ad more old Entombed rawniss. Yes, it is 15 he's shoving some freezing cold metal dzvice up this style. Still,  have no frame of reference for a band
cooll Yes, they are Japansse! Yes, this thing makes ene'’s anus, I'd guess. | am not exaggenating, [ am not of this type that would be useful to everyone. So this is
you want to BANG YOUR HEAD! The matenial is overstating, | am not in any way misleading when | basically a useless review if you like technologically
pretty samey throughout the disc but the rffs are mmummmmﬂummmmmmmmmmwwﬂ..

almost universally killer, and this vocalist is pissed off dance chib scene. This is offensive. Nagash and somry. That

IN MEMORIUM (USA) An Ancient Word INDY
$5v4
Campbell- - 4- 2929

Unholy infemal black metal. Yeah yeah yeah. It's not
bad, really, but this drummer needs a bit of work and
all [fyou accept the this is essentially nothing new in
1 genre that has a supreme ghut of nothing news, then
you should be able to get into this. The sound isn't bad

i ] everything faurly
interesting, A successfully dark, broody (but fast!)
sound in that respect. .. but neither the music itsell nor
the lynical concepts particularly move me. I know I'm
being harsh on a band thatis perfectly serviceable but
on top of everything else after 3 straight spins | don’t
remember anything their basic sound. Not a good sign!
4220 Eastem Ave N; Seatile, WA 98103

www geocities com/simseistrip/garage/ 5658

JUDAS ISCARIOT (USA) Distant in Solitary Night
MOR
185
2-7-17- 50:53
I'm an unfair son of a bitch, and you all know that.
Anyone who cumrenly jizmes to old  Savatgs,
Watchtower, and Manowar is going to have a probl

have changed ther names to, prepare
yourselves, Lex Icon and Psy Coma. [ swear [ am not
making this up. If they'd asked me, 1 would have
suggested Eye Suck and Ee Tzchit When you hear
mental midgets proclaim the sellout, pop nature of
Cradle of Filth and Dimmu Borgir and you wondsr
what album they were possibly listening to.. guess
what? 1t's this ene. I'm listening to an electronic dance
album that tries to be edgy by having the occassional
catchy ‘metal’ hook niff. We've got the newest addition
to the Jun Rose Circus... ‘the band that REALLY
sucks OK, so that was lame, But not NEARLY as
lume as this friggin shit. | can not adequatsly express
my displsasure, my disgust, my utter contempt for the
imbecilic, syphlitic, anal probes of human beings that
were behind the making of this album, Vocalist
Nagash (sorry, | forgot, its Eye Suck) had throat
problems, delaying the album’s production. What, you
thought you could suck this bad and not get infection
causing foreign matter in vour throat? The press shest
tells us they ook THREE MONTHS to make this
album. Excuse me?l know 1 preach about mctal
needing to be in the mainstream, and you pecple all
tell me that destroys metal integrity.., well, these guys
got a Norwegian Grammy of the equivalent of .. and
look what it did for them. Fans 1, Critic 0. All | can
say is pray for a tour bus accident  these people can't

Not ily. Whether by sccident or desym, the
production of this album allows Akhenaton (this is a
one man band) to actually for once achieve his goal:
ambient, tnncey, 100% METAL structures that utilize

be allowed to Lve. Sucking this bad should be a capital
offense. What penises.

KREATOR (GER) Endorama PAV

555
Var- *- 12- 50:07

is why 1 put the contact information
lean..

Jity htm

YNGWIE MALMSTEEN'S RISING FORCE
(SWE) Alchemy Dream Catcher
$5551/2
08- *- 13- 68:22

You DO realize Yngwie is one of those people that for
YEARS all | read was how stupid he was, how
homble and pomntlsss his 'wanking guitar style’ was,
how out of touch Yngwie was with the listening
audience. Its that sort of attitude that kept me away
from & lot of good music for a long time Hey,
everyone, FUCK YOU! Yngwie is the among the best
guitar players on this goddamned planst, PERIOD. If
you don't agres then you must be Lstening to his music
with your asshole because you're certainly not using
your ears. I've gone back as far as his Rising Force
album and goften some of his albums. Beginning to
end, Yngwie OWNS the guitar. He's gotten his best

P Alah 2 Doss

clean singing... and he’s brought back the growl This
is an incredible album What brings it down are the
tirnes it tries to be too cuts, to throw in things that just
DON'T ft, liks the so not good dnum n bass of Canlt
Bee most . However, the doomy POWER
of songs like Soulsick, Lustmord, and so much maore
The epic passages that made them such a strong band
in the past aren't completey back in place, but closs
enough to make the songs work

PO Box 61061, 2700 Alfomelos PORTUGAL
www.meonspell.com

MY DYING BRIDE (UK) The Light af the End of the

World PEA

§

P19 7109
My Dying Bride has retumed! They've dumped all the
bullshit from their last album and gotten back to the
roots! Tum Loose the Swans, baby! Altemating
between the whining singing and clean vocals! They
even have Sear Me 111 on here! Long songs! The violin
(OK, no.)! The poblem? This album  focking
SUCKS! Christ almighty, | KNOW there's no god
above bacause albums like this are allowed to be made
and released. To be fir, for a band going through the

p ever on £ P

he ‘wank’ on his guitar? Why, yes. Beoauise he can. If
youre a guitar player, don't give me this shit about
Yngwie not being 'song’ oriented, don't tell me he
shoves 347234832 notes into 4 solo but has no
emction. You're jealous and you're too cool to admit
it 1f you've avoided Yngwie, find this. Tape & cushy
pad to your chin se you don't hurt yourself when your
jaw hits the floor. You want shred? Thers are
instumentals on here where Yngwie will melt your
face if you stand too close to your speakers. You want
songs? Check out Leonardo (as in, Da Vinei) and how
coherent it 18 as & SOUNG with the doomy niffing,

atmosphere over technique, and makes it WORK. [have never listened to any Kreator song (not that I've before the lead braak where youll again not belisve
There is skill in that. So goddamn many of these bands heard very many... but sevenl from a wide span of your ears. Sure, when in the lyrics it says "When will
try this and sound like o buzzsaw, like noise, like years) and thought 'Hey, this is awesome!' And | you ever leamvthe true depths of my work’ reputation
nothing. Judas Iscariot succeeds. OFf course, there are a certainly don't do so now. 1 see a whele lot of makes me wonder who Yngwies REALLY writing

drawbacks to the style. 1 don’t care if this 15 "Kreator's gons goth!” reviews on this album, but these about, but again, the man flies all over the frethoard

eouple

split up into 7 tracks, this is effectively just one long
ass song when it comes dowm to it. And a 50 mmnute
mnj«mschdmmmn‘,

people are lying to you. | hear a half assed Sentenced
clone. | don't care what history Kreator has, | don't
care how they evolved. This is & step for them, and

they “combine anti-Chnstian pts with sup
Migtzschean ideolog ing visi images for
& new era of Ubbermensch.' Spelling aside, we should
realize that while the entire CONCEPT of the
superman and the individual as god 1s a good one, in
practice it 1s quite something else entirely and leads us
all straight to hell. .
bresthofrught@hotmal com

KARMA TO BURN (USA) Wild Wonderfil

Purgatory MIA

555

7-7- 12- 51:08
Give these guys credit for having stainless steel NUTS
for A- Not having a vocalist, and B- Therefore just
naming their songs numerically. They HAVE to keep
it interesting. Band instrumental albums... dig it? No?
Well, this southem fried Sabbath inspired hard rock is
something you have to ses live. Really. | saw them
recently and they put on one hell of a show. Really!
Three guys just having great fun calling out *This
one's called 281" *We call this one 31° and just rocking
away. If these guys come to your town, I'm seriously
teliihy you to check them oul. It was worth my time.
They're fim, the songs are swinging, and sesing all the
wrendy yuppies in the crowd (they opened for CoC
when | saw them) piss themselves at the song titles is
reward enough.

KEEP OF KALESSIN (NOR) Agnen: A Journey
Through the Dark AGM
58
- 7- 8- 50:53
It's loud, it's fast, it's hateful black metal, and it's
ing fo avoid. Not to sound stipid or anything
but | keep r+ferring to these guys as Carpathian Forest.
Argh! The very essence of “non descript.”
fy to/kalessin

KOVENANT (NOR) Animatronic NBA
s

?-7-10-51:10

i took this step years ago, and they do it
better. If Kreator sounding like Sentenced (who is a
godly, and influential band) scunds appealing to you,
then here you go. If it sounds like a resking piece of
shit, then here you go. If you're somewhere in the
mmuddle, then here [ am,

LOCK UF (Viar) Fleaures Fave Sewers NBA

55

Abyss- *- 11-27:21
M Remember the band Terrorizer? Good. This might
a5 well be the same fucking band 10 years later. Don't
know Terrorizer? Look back deep in your Earache
catalog, yourng man. Pure nihilistic blast beating
grindeore of the filthiest kind. The mid paced (OK,
still fast but not quite as) parts show that modem
Napalm Death chunk but mostly this just blurs by with
deadly force. The irony and comedy of Nuclear Blast
making a big deal out of a CD with no keyboards, no
whiny goth vocals, and zezro effects & mighty
considering that's 75% of their roster these days.
WL Scream, growl, howl, yeargh! Yeah, that's about
the size of it The lyrics are ‘nothing to be taken
senously” by the band’s own admassion.
P Supposedly the drums and vocals were all done in
one take, Music such as ths sn't exactly an exact
science and it's all down on tape as clean as it should
be so they did good here.
IR The band defines Lock Up as *The art of stiffering
the arms durng drumming for the execution of an
elongated blast beat’ The band consists of Napalm
Deathsters Shane Embury and Jesse Pintado (ex-
Terrorizer, by the way), Dimmu Borgir and ex Cradle
of Filthy Nick Barker, and the vocals are done by
Hypocrisy's Peter Tagtgren.
N/C Waming, the CD 1 bave says that the final
tracklisting will be different than the advance copy us
lame-o medis types get Hopefully that means the
version people buy will be longer than 27 minutes. As
it is, this CD offers nothing new if you ware a fan of
late 80s/early 90s grind and frankly if you are going 1o
get tumed on by this sound, take your ass over to

and he canmot be denied and te overiook him is to

deny the importance of talent. Why not just go listen people

o Koem then? Wield My Sword also  works
EXTREMELY well, in that some-ltalian-band-could-
have-written-these-lyrics kind of way. Also here are
Hangar 18 Area 51, Voodoo Nights, Playing With
Fire.. OK, so Yngwie could well use a more gified
Iyricist. There's your 1/2$ off right there. Mark Boals
retums as vocalist and he just nps as well Killer,
strong clear voice, and when he goes up for the notes,
he goes UP for these damned notss. Maybe he's not as
good as Jeff Scott Soto, but he fits and 1 won't
complain. Don't be like me. Don't listen to everyone
that says how unnecessary Yngwie CDs are to your
collection, Talent is ALWAYS relevant, talent is
ALWAYS necessary, especially in a musical form that
discourages ingenuity and pnde in one's work. No,
Yngwie isn't reinventing the wheel . he's doing what
he's always done, but 1 do dunk this is the best
presentation of his work yet If you like GUITAR
music, and want 1o hear where tlent and proficiency
ultimately leads to, pick this up. If you like epic songs
such as Helloween, Jag Panzer, and Rhapsody deliver,
pick this up. If you've read ahout Malmstesn and
found him arrogant, or believe the deseriptions of him
as such.. pick this up and tell me he doesn't have
pleaty of room 1o be. Metal people always talk about
“trends’, well, talent is onz trend that should never fade
so get your ass to your local CD outlet, or your
friendly mailorder merchandiser, and get this and all
other Yngwie CDs in your hands. There's a reason |
say the word talent so many times in this review I the
term means nothing to you then 1 don't even know
how you've made it this far into the zine.| can’t beheve
this guy only has ? hands and 10 fingers...

PO Box 5032, Tallahasses, FL 31314

MOONSPELL (POR) The Burterfly Effect CM
5358

Trident- Reilly- 12- 57:29
SinPecado sucked big huge hary reptile nuts. You
know it, 1 know it, and | was toa chickenshit 1o put it
that way when talking to Femando. (Furmy how
everyone who has ever liked the band still calls hum

This month's big This band sucks giant donkey dicks' Relapse where they have tons of bands that aren’t just Langsuyar...) So | liked this, so they must have trashed

15 quate p
= y=ar By itself, a bad album is excusable (e,
WOT), bt considering last year's Nexus Polaris made
=y top 19 best list, | mm more than shightly pissed off
For 18 months now ['ve been deflecting critici
Semn thus band from 13 year old eeevvillll posers
s the band was a sellout and that they played pop. |

MALIGNANT ETERNAL (NOR) 4larm NRA
$5112
?- Refsnes- 9- 42:15

all And what this is is electronica psuedo-metal. S50

shest sucks' award, a star shudded wankjob sideproject doing this kind of the Sin/Pecado sound, nght? Ohhh ne. Not by a
ibly the furkey of thing, mostly better Nasum comes screaming to mind. longshot. Lots of electronic trickery, lots of electronic
ber that

percussion... but it works. GREAT. R

s, they do it quite well If you're mio the
SOUND of the sarly My Dying Bride albums, then
hell yeah pick this up because it's got all the trappings.
If you're into sincere, emotive songwnting this thing 15
& hollow void of trumped wp depression. [ can see
these guys getting drunk at a party and laughing and
puking and somebody picks up a guitar and writes a
dff and they all howl and high five about how
depressing it sounds. Good execution, zero mtegrity

Of the onginal Bntish Trinity of Majestic Doom
(MDB, Anathemna, and Paradise Lost), My Dymg
Bride is the only one of the bands to now be domg the
sarnie style yet they are the ones that are the most faks,
the moet plastic, and the most imitating. 1t's good that
they recognized that 37 whatever's was a total piece
of shit captured on dise for all time. That's good
Unfortunately they actually did what all of us have
wished Megadeth, Metallica, stc ste would do and po
back to their roots. We have to fisce it that when the
change, we as fans are just completely fucksd
If you like music i this style, go for November's
Doom, a completely fresher, and much more honest,
take on it. Don't order this through the mail. IT this
comes Mt on Metal Blade early next year, leave it on
the shelf Do NOT be tempted. It doesn't SOUND
sucky, but belisve youme, The Light at the End of the
Waorld deserves to die a slow, pamful, low-sales death

NATRON (7) Negative Prevails HOL
339
7-7- 10- 40:00

Complete and total destructive power Death metal the
way a lot of you weirdos out thers like it. Blast, blast,
kill, destroy, yeseasarmgghh! Very, very busy dnum
work that stll blass. The production on this is
mcredible. This ssmt ething | lik: to histen to but
I'd be an idiot to say it isn't done well. Straightforward
crushing death metl start to fiush. [F youre
absolutely fed up with shit sounding death metal like
Suffocation or Deicide’s last CDs and we more

p d with ding grinding death like
Cryptopsy or Nile, then add this to your shopping list

NDE (USA) Fix INDY
5

Mars- Korecky- 8- 3841
A healthy heaping helping of deathcore is what we
have here, folks. They slow it down to a sludge every
so often. | scratches, it bleeds, but for my money, it
does little else. You know who this reminds me of?
The Haunted at about 75% ferocity. 50 maybe it's not
S0 homd, but still, songwriting improvements would

be quite nice...
PO Box 2297, Streetsboro, OH 4424|
hers. aol fedchns/nde-himi

NIGHTSTICK (USA) Death to Music REL
5

Iguana- *- 9- 60:33

It's quiz time, folks! What do the words “fuck’ and 'you'
mean when they are consecutively armanged. That's
right! FUCK YOU! Jesus Christ, where do we start?
Fuck you Nightstick, for writing this musie. Fuck you
Relapse for releasing this music. Fuck you Padoinka
the mother fucking down. Do we REALLY nesd &
goddamn  clown who performs i 15t
t and interprative dance'? | di

unigue percussion has been part of Mocnspel since
day #1. Electronic beats were found on the godly
Wolfheart, and the great lmeligious, On Sin/Pecado,

away
who Industnal sounds within metal don't do much for me at they just forgot that they were metal musicians and not

the Beatles or something. One Deemnonarch kick in the

Shought Nexus Polaris was a monster of a prog metal right there this review is shot On one hand I'm ass later, they take all the (fuiled) expenmentation (1

album bt this? Oh gawd, strap in folks, because I'm surprised Napalm deals with a band such asthis but on told you | hate that album) of Sin/Pecado and itegrate

Mppmmmwammh'nmmﬂy the other hand 1 really shouldn't be sesing as how that into what it really means to be Moonspell Dark,

which is a waming sign nght

thete. hippy-hoppy electronic shit is all the rage within the gothic, moody metal. And they didn't forget any of the

explosve
Hy.;ﬂl can ask the band is ‘Marilyn Manson formerdy ‘true' Norwegian scene. | don't know which is metal this time. Femando's chansma, even just on the

mch” The labels calls this presentation

ive’ worse but at least they are pctually producing their CD, comes across so powerfully, or as he would say,

Kind of like the impression the proctologist is making works as I've yet to hear a poorly recorded album of passionately. He sall sounds like Peter Stecle with his

ped all over



creatively controversial Mayhe you'll get protesters,
and your album sales will increase to 5 or 6. Not § or 6
thousand, but 5 or 6. This is alse a concept album. 9. 15- 45:42

They try to create the sonie definition of SUCK. OK, More soundtrack music. It's evil, folks! Serionsly,
so you want me to desenbe the music? Fine. theagh, this does sound like @ movie soundirack
Sometimes it sounds like & 3rd rate Music Cartel Which means it reminds me of music that you're

PAZUZU (CAN) The End of Ages AGM
55

now whit else 10 say The lyrics are similar to but not out sround this same tme. I'm sure it's just as
s PERFECT a5 Jonas Renske's are, but who can live poi Vocalist John West used to be (still is7) in
up to that? And there are a very few times when they Artesion. Masa Chono's heme musio is Martial Arts
tum up the intensity and speed to bresk it up and make off of Parsdox. That two minute instramental is the
you think thess guys are different. But they’re not. But best thing this band has ever done,

hdﬂmﬂmh'lammm&u‘Nwm-‘l-bwhmdynm“mgwih&ium.ll

wwmmum.mwwmuﬁmmmmwmmm Murder Day and Sounds of Decay just was NOT

Dischargy band (Williams used to be in Siege | do Senously, 45 minutes of music with a base consisting enough for me  Rapture is fucking  excellent,

believe) band Sometimes it tries 1o be both of 4 low moaning wind in a cave just doesn't do it for Denvative as all facking hell, but very excellent.

Sometimes | think the guys at Relapse sit around 8 me It all sounds medeival and everything Lots of

table and test the market just to see if people will buy spoken passages which makes me wish this WAS a REBAELLION (BRA) Burn the Fromised Land

just any old shit. Any more of this shit and even I'll movie soundirack so 1 could tell what the hell was HHR

believe lommi was & musical talent. Holy shit Did we going on in the movie. | didn't start a metal fanzine in b33

really need to see that guy's dick? CDs like this maks order to aggrandize peopls who liked the Consn the 27 9. 35:02

me really, really tired of my job. Barbarian soundtmck a liftle too much. I'm not a Well they're certamly not BORING, that's for sure.
fessional’ music j list, T don't claim to be, I The drummer is interssting. This is just total intense

NOCTURNAL WINDS (FIN) Everlasting Fall AFT anﬂmdmmdmw&wmamuﬂ speedy deaththrash that reminds one just 8 little teensy  Princess Laments
12

g very obvicus like Mortiis or a releass like ROOT (CZE) The Book RBL
Hagalaz Runedance that has definite ‘issues) But 58512
Dark Tranquillity, and the rest. Original? Innovative? at least it's not the American Pazuzw, so lets all be Shaark- Blackie- 11- 56.10

just doesn't jump out al me on any level Matare
musicians making mature rock music 1s bonng as all
get out For all | cry out about slick production,
flawless playing, and listenable songs, the metal | like
needs to sound like it NEEDS to be let out, it needs 1o
escape. Royal Hunt's music sounds like it was tagged,
kept m a wanm pen, nursed back to health, let out in
the wild with a standing invitation to come back at any
fime. Neither urgent nor emotional.  There's a place
for this band but Royal Hunt is not one the Flame
] for. Thumbs down.

PO Box 222179, Great Neck, NY 11022

www rovallnmt com

SALLY (UK) Sally TMC
5

Magic Garden- *- 26- 6737
Check this shit cut. No, not the record, my review.
PLEASE don't check this record out. It fucking blows!
There is a drummer named Dirty that thanks Boba
Fett. There are  songs named Kentucky Fried

No. A brilliant example of expanding the capabilities thankfil for that st lsast. Next! [hdn't they have some obscure 80s album rereleased a
nfldthmhwrh‘ Damn right A clear pazuzu@cgocable net few years ago on Cacophonous? Well if that's the case

p 1, active, g songs, | where this band hasn't sasted for 15 years, kick me m
guitar players, and a clever druimmer make this a must PEGAZUS (0Z) Breaking the Chains NBA the ass because this 1s one pretty special dise. It's gota
buy. l::vmwi-m_ﬂwymwltalwmpm $1n2 good powerful sound, it's highly original, and it's just

?-7- 10- 50:0% ol sround nifty! Built on what 1 can only call
guitar breaks are awesome. Whether being sickly Another victim of the post-Sinergy | can't stand crap doomthmsh or slower dark heavy metal or whatever,
swest, they are power metal vieum. OK, Pegazus aren’t THAT bad. the music features other miceties as fequent acoustic
mmmwimmsma.mmmmmmmﬁc.wywm.sﬂuwmornm‘ ges, a very ive and i ing
) i perfect Destiny. But that'sall. A few catchy onas0 d and song amng I

m the mix and spends plenty of time keeping his minute CD just can't cut it. The music is all retro B0 of darkness never gets boring. The vocals are all clean,
is guitar, area fan of type heavy metal with hard rock roots that just never but largely sound like gimmick singing instead of real
hnvymulormaﬁu(hmbugmwwmtmmmanW.NﬂMNmMEmmmlmmmmm
album that is more melodically active than spectacular, and after awhile you realize HammerFall like “I'm trying to be an evil bantone”, or something
ANYBODY who plays that music, then this s a must mnmmmmmmmmmmmmmhwmmm;mmmu
have. Period, end of story. Buy or die. times better with them. And the songs. Metal opener of Emperor’s Anthems.. But they kinda fit the

Motherfucker, key Steals the Peach, and
Monolick. The guitar player thanks lap dancing. The
band is named after the scle survivor from the Texas
Chainsaw Massacre. They sound like tenth rate Black
Sabbath wannabes If this band ever comes to town,
you know what | am going to do? | am goingTh =at
lots and lots of chili that aftemeon. T am gong to go 1o
the store and buy lots of Combos. When Sally takes
the stage, [ will go to the center of the floor, tum my
ass (o them, pull my pants down, bend over, and nsert
Combos into my ass. By this time | should have plenty
of bult up gas so my ass should be a cannon
bombarding Sally with shit spattered Combos snacks.
My ass will be 3 weapon fighting for right My ass
will be a pillar of the community. Women will flock to
my ass to have their picture taken with it Word will

Forever, Quesn Evil, Breaking the Chains, Apache stmosphers so fiey don't tank the disc of anything. get out that if you snck and you play in Atlanta, then
NOTHING (USA) Nondescript . ROAE
35172

Wamior (you're facking AUSTRALIAN, guys!)... Some parts reach abmost folkiness without being you'll have to deal with Jin's Ass | might even get a
Perfection of Silence- *- 7- 42:26

thess songs are neither serious,

fantastic. You just don’t need this
Now this is one of those stmosphenc-not-played
projects that I'd usoally ignore. However, this is done
by fason Walten of Sculptured and Agalloch fume so |

or Agallochness roaming around m here. t
is awful sweet, 1o tell you the truth. | love listening to
these onginal bands bat goddamn it showeasas just
how glad | am that my mterviews are good because |
thought I'd say a few words. The first words are that | For the Record- Miner & *- 10- 17:10 realize reviews like this just suck. Somy. Very occult
can’t understand how [ like Agalloch and Sculptured Grindoore! Grind about self improvement and lyrically (lock at me ducking the issus and soldiering
so much when nobody in those bands (same guys, shitty peple and yahoo, yaha, eto etc! No frills, no on with the review. . I'm so cooll) , | don't think ifs
pretty much. ) listens to cument metal thess days spills, just some great fucking grindeore of the sont really saying much that way. Still, this would be »
How friggin odd Amybow, this is more interesting Napalin Death, ENT, and others wers doing a LONG good The End Records type of band to give you an
than any half dozen of these typss of things, with time age from a band that's been around a long, long idea, and | think you should contact Redblack at the
stmosphenc  keyboards bemg the predominant tume Not really much else to say. Thumbs up . cmail address at the start of the section hecmiss |
element, but a track or two sounding like Mortal haven't a clue where you'd find this stuff But t

PHOBIA (USA) Destroving the AMasser PES
8812

Kombat fight scene music. POWER SYMPHONY (ITA) Evillot NW wouldn't be & bad idea to try, that's for sure!
PO Box 14121; Minnsapolis, MN 55414 85512
www mythosmedia com/nothing Flying- *- 7- 52:00

ROYAL HUNT (DEN) Fear RON

mks”ﬁl»’!mifmiﬁntﬂlcprudumm 5
PARRY, AN (Var) lan Farry s Consortium Project epie, [talian power metal with a famale vocalist North Pomt- Anderson- 7- 49:10

DA Michela D'Orfando is the resl ficking deal and this M How to describe this? Super slick melodic hard

$5%112 band is going to be HUGE. She is a battle angel from rock by musicians who have tons of ability, a definits

Var- Var- 13- 54:30 the depthis of hell and | say bring it on. The band lays sense for melodies, and absolutely no inner fire. This

TYYAAAHHHOOOOOO!!!  Remember that out long, epic sword n sorcery tales, dark in nature and sounds like it was designed for Japanese charts. It is &
tinferview | amazing i scope. Not so ftechmical, but thew very ‘mature’ work, and the thing is just melody on
did with lan Parry in LotFP #27 Well, 1 don't feel so ifing selection and nstnamental cheices more melody. Quite nice 1o listen to, but it's quite, what's
bad anymore lnhnsmlnhslislm"lhnhmjhumkumhl.hmgﬁcnwﬁm&nummwm&nmm No bite. The main guy s a
(Lamentations of the Flame Princess)” MY NAME IS least complex, give it that Candlemass mood, and the keyboard player and he's quite good at cresting s
IN A CDIHIN I'M FOR REAL!! Yeah, OK, like this aura of the Conan the Barbarian soundtrack and you're backing orchestra with hom section with his litt
Teview is going 1o be objective? Yeah, right! But what halfway there, Musically this rules as it is catchy, it is electronic boog, but what we end up with is something
we have here s some melodic heavy metal by an METAL, good idess are brought together to keep it as inoffensive as, say, Nelson. The songs don't work
lﬂnuun,mlymafwhi:hlmidﬂni&.ﬁm's&uh[wuﬂwmubnuhmrynfﬂaa&un.lImmemnpmmwlwelsium.n-m
guitar maestro Patnck Rondat (have you HEARD his could go on about the AWESOME digipak it comes in from Veuces, this just washes by in s blur of sugary
solo album Amphibia? Whew!), Kamelot's Thomas (including the ineredibly erotic Luis Royo cover art). | melodies No hooks, no particularly mteresting bits,
Youngblood, Vanden Plas’ Stephan Lill, Ayreon's could go on abowt Michela's voice some more. It is just some sdmittadly good flowing playing and a
Arjen L . Dwk B berg and Martin THAT good. Expressive and clear, sccent noticesble gawdawfl ballad.
Helmantel of Elegy, people like Barend Courbois, but not distracting. When they multitrack her to create V/L A Dunish band using an American vocalist. He's

clever, or especially folky, if that makes sense, and there's even some comic book licensing deal My ass might make it on
Opethness

wwaum.raummmmnrm
reviews except my ass’ grammar is prefty shitty.

SAMAEL (SWI) Erermal CM
$S5V4
P-2-12-47.23

The one and only band | can think of that combines
metal with that el ic vibe that is listenable and
GOOD. No longer very evil or Satanic, but sure as hell
dark, these 12 tracks are a trip through the cosmos and
bish blsh blah, otherwerdly, The problems: More
times than | would like, they have a problem of
burying the guitars beneath the beats. The do keep the
sound going so there's not anything very annoying and
everything here is just an expansion (i every
direction) of what they'd already done on Passage or
Exodus anyway. Not very helpful, but they are movi

mie areas | haven't explored so what do | tell you? If
you could hang with those previous CDe youll be able
tor hang with this one. It 1S good, if not s direct as I'd
like (therefore Il give the nod to Pusage as the
supenior album). OK, now that I've told you what's
wrong here, now is the time to give you all of the
strong points and let you know why this is s very good
CD Furst off, Samael have more than proven they are

worked, what didnt, and decided their course of
action. Samasl are an ple of positive progression,
of how a band can album by album add elements into
their sound but not lose track of their original base.
Xy's work with the drum programming is highly
effective because the keyboard lines (and the keys are
PLAYED, not an atmosphenic extra) weave in snd out
of the beats, cresting an actual web of miricacy that

1 catchy metal songs. | can't nune B0s did the Engine album I'm going to boot him in his ass. sounding

bands for you to compare to, but after all the grunge, But again, you might want to track this one down P The sound is immaculate. You won't find a beter
, and who knows what else being the because it IS going to be a rare collectors item fom a recording on very many discs thess days, that's for

the 90s, 2000 locks to have something band hat is going to hit big (in Europe and Japan.),  sure. The keyboards go up front so there is a definite ?-7- 10 60:39
powersympheny. com Iack of crunch, and in many cases heaviness, which is Oh my, this sucks, Not because it's BAD, but because
what spels the end of the appeal, I think. Too slick, Satyr's attitude has taken a bad um and he's been
RAPTURE (FIN) Furile SF too polished, with the guitars on Attack Factor 1. The affected by this ‘wip-hop is cool bug that these friggin'
35534 cover locks like crap and that's a shame. | wonder Norwegians have caught Argh! So the 100 is,
Walltone- Valtonen & *- 8- 46:51 how having a snazzy epic ant piece on the cover would why am I 50 perturbed by the recording when none of
PO Box 604, 2400 AP, Alphen aan den Rijn Wel, WOW. Did you love Katatonia's Brave Murder change perceptions. Royal Hunt has always had that shit is on this? T mean, this sounds like i

SATYRICON (NOR) Rebe! Exrravaganza NBA
$55

§
X

E

NETHERLANDS Day? Did you? Well, you're in hick becanse so do crappy ar, come to think of it. But everything’s i the Divina, minus any ‘cultural’ sonic references. | read a
www gatewaytorondat foreed co uk muem.awr.l'dmumumm»mwmmmmmnm&wwmmmlmmn
www herion.nl/ian_parry Murder Duy outtakes, that's how close it is. And I looks like? in quite the same way. Why? Am | so weak

Satyricon
guess Akerfeldt's vocal distortion secret's out. [ don't IB Andre Andersen has a solo album, Changing Skin, minded that 4 press interview clouds my ears when |



listen to an album? Well. yes it does. Somy.
Whichever Frost is still imhuman on the drmams, just
completely insane. The niffing is still quirkily catchy
hpuﬂs.jusllihil’sahmbumﬁvemhﬁuhlih
if's always been... except.. well, the medeival
is quite gone, I'm still sorting out whether [ feel
way because it really is or because Satyr's ‘mads it

1t

8
2

SHADOWS OF STEEL (ITA) Twilight US
55811
Zenith- Andaver: 10- 39:26

spend. This

found the happy keyboard metal scene to be far better
than that. Enter Scnata Arctica. This band just blows
them away. From the pure speed attacks of Blank File
and Unopened, to the pure catchy yet totally heavy

Necks with a decent production (and at times the
sound se=ms a little too good to be true if you know
what | mean...) but the reality is that there 15 NO way
to get the energy of Stuck Mojo live onto & CD. Trust

talian true metal labels have too much money to Kingdom for a Heart and Letter to Dana, this thing is me, even if Stuck Mojo's brand of music isn't your
latest from the power metal band Shadows just amazing. And it's just a debut record! Your *I'm thing, go see them at lsast once. Just as listening to a
Steel is a digipak with TWO half-length CDs. an ewil idiot!* crowd will bemoan the happy nature of BhndﬁwﬂmCDmk:sﬂlenwufW% of the

with his statements. | don't know. An effective artist Excellent packaging for the fan, yes (it sells for as the music, but that's as valid as complaining that metal bands of this world seem amateurish and halfassed, the

not only creates effective art but also can change the

much as a full length CD.

fair enough since it is a is dark sometimes. There's room for all types, as long pure enzrgy of a Moje show makes 99.9999% if the
puupﬁmuofﬂmmbeiwuﬁmmﬁu.Scmlotdoflﬁmp.dﬂmhnh]hu:ﬂwhbdmmbe as it 15 good. Sonata Arctica is VERY good This is bands out there seem

REALLY, and I mean REALLY,

has done so as no matter how | search, [ can't much taking a beating mlyny.nﬁsuaﬂmt.' Bammwﬂulﬁ'muhuﬂmeuhﬁMhzy

find much musically different with Satynicon Which
should almost be a good thing, considenng how good

produced band and the first reference you're going to

tademark  inventiveness and  quality
ghout this. Where are these world class keyboard

>

think of is Labyrnth. Original Labyn

Nemesis Divina really was, However... | dunno. | don't lekhrdivuwoduoed!ﬁslndmwtm players coming from? Remember back in the day

have the lyrics so 1 don't know where he's REALLY

coming from. No matter. This isn't a big wanking fuck sound good, but nothing out of the ordinary, Disc 2 DEAL? Remember

off like the new Tiamst or Kovenant . this 1S black
metal, yousee. but | fear for the future of metal when
ﬂtepuwbmheu{&mumchngan Meonfog) no
longer look to metal as their musical inspiration. Argh.

SAXON[UI(}HMMSW
KARO-Bym&.Bmlsﬁmd 11-50:34

Explain to me why 1 was excited to see a record called
Metalhead from a bunch of 60 year old guys in a

atmospheric but
record store” Am | stupid? By the numbers heavy sound bad, and it shouldn't, this 15 something you played VERY well Between

backup vocals. Dub, Jim! Disc | has 4

when body used a keyboard and it was a BIG

I, they
has nothing but cover songs, including
Crimson Glory (not that they

nmhmg,),nﬂmew\sy
Breeze and Sakowsk,

Steel,

Ei

Labyrinth
you need to check out Labynnth first,
like them before going near these guys. If that

&
(5

metal by guys who have been around what, no joke 25 might want to consider picking up because hot damn the catchiness, and the overall quality, this disc flies
collector’

years? Stale. FUCKING STALE! I've had year old

this is & nice little s package. This band is

by. Even the sappy ballads aren’t all that bad.

bread ['ve fished cut from behind the fdge taste also getting some coverage m Japan, and it has the V/L This guy can SING. Powerfully, melodically, and
fresher than this shit And this isn't even stale media hook Vocalist Wild Steel (1 don't want to hear he chooses his melodies in @ most awesome mmner.
cldschool! This is stale stuff that could very well have about it ) wears & mask, as does their new keyboard His Finnish accent is present but not overpowering.

been done by uninspired young dullards! I'm not too
&nullumhs-axmspwwﬂcfmrllskhm
anything named Denim and Leather, thank you!) and |
won't be when people are calling this a good Saxon
album, Oh ged. Biff looks old. | mean, age takes its
toll, especully to people who live on the road, but Biff
locks OLD. And whal self respectung relrsment aged
man goes by the name of Biff? BIFF? | don’t get it.
Maybe hz wouldn't look so ancient if he didn’t have
bleached blond hair and big thick bushy BLACK
eyebrows. Oh, | BOUGHT this! No! NO! Shit
Oldschool can be cool, but when you're old AND
i s0 cool Thumbs down, but I'll

o 2l
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SETHERIAL (SWE) Hell Eternal NRA
1]

Abyss- Tagtgren- 7- 40°43

The word 'yuwn' comes to mind. I'm one of these
black metal ‘posers’ you see becsuse | like (old)
Covenant, Borknagar, Dimmu Borgir, eic rather than
thus uncompromising, blasting, raw, harsh black metal
style. To me there just isr't much variety to be found
within the style. Yes, it's fast. Yes, it's ught. Yes, it is
even very well | But it is all the same This
sounds likz Marduk's litle brother So [ suppose
there's supposed to be cold, harsh creatad
with this style of black metal. Nah. Just fast metal that
they probably would clamm to be ‘true, ‘fierce’ (well it
IS that...), blah blah blah. The title track promises to
be different with the bowling wind intro. (that's
differant from the rest of the songs, not different than
anything else you can find out there on the market) but
@ve it a second and it too conforms 1o the nonn. The
cover has two guys in corpsepant wnd camying
medgival weapons. Nothing 78

wrong with it at all, it has it's interestmg moments here
and there, but it doesn't stand out. So thumbs down.

SEVEN FOOT SPLEEN (USA) Enter Therapy MIA
155

Waveline- Liftle & Probst- 12- 73:58

mhlﬂn,c:-:bmn NC 27510
SHADOWBREED (NET) The Light of the Shadow
HH
55172
Harrow- Weyenns- 5- 21:00
Tl!snaﬂiEwohduﬂ-Mlhnwmrsem
‘High quality packsge and design, no cheap shit’
"Simply }"ﬁ‘. quality musicianship, no crap here!!!'

#w[guludy[uu .} Golden Hawk. The gunmick
fits. Why not?

Via Lichene 47, 17100 Savora ITALY

sdest@an. it

SINNER (GER) I'he Second Decade NBA
5534
Var- Var- 15 74:33

Dud you like The Nature of Evil last year when it was
released by Nuclear Blast? Yes? Then pick up this
compilation of their 90s work. Did you hate it? Did
you miss it altogether? Then forget this because it's
nothing but average hard rock/metal that's not bad at
ll but completely uninteresting And frankly the next
band that dees Balls to the Wall will have their balls
kicked off and splatted against a wall by myself Geez.
Comes mn a spiffy silver case.

SKYLARK (ITA) Divine Gates I Gate of Hell US
31

?-2- 11- 4333
Somewhere aleng the way | heard that one power
metal album that just made me sick and now it’s cpen
szason on all the shitbags | was in wonderment of 6
months ago. Blame that ussless shithole cunt-fronted

He's cool Whare you're all going to trip up on this is
Mmmmnmlmmmm
pop’ topics. Blank File is about tuming to the intemet
uuudofmll:&hmds Replics is about some guy
corng home fremn & war a4 changed man 8%
mem:umtﬁmoﬁ'dl your ‘metal should

*s metal and it's not at

every
gy | don’t see how this type of band can

Sinzrgy for sucking so bad it made me objective about
this whole gence. 1 paid $22 for this monster which
came in a doublesized case. Part 11, Gate of Heaven, is
due in the spnng. It's Italy’s next Next Big Thing, so

booya, I'm on top of it! Well FUCK! If Rhapsody
were really, REALLY cheesy, they'd be Skylark. And
that's a fucking mouthfil. This s SO cheesy | refuse
to do the big review format, this s so cheesy | have
anal blockage. As a purc isttumental album this
would have worked because synth playsr Eddy
Antonini and guitar wiz Vie Mazzoni are quite
talentzd. .. but we run into a lead of problems The
vocals are BAD. | don't mind accents and at times
they can help, but when the accent dastroys melodies,
fuck them WMmquI d:.wiur?\'nuhmw

sound better. Cool cover too. And the best loge I've
seen for quile some time.
IB Average age: 20. Pushed to the MODON by

NIC Seeing that ths band 15 so young as 15 alieady
being cutesy with the lyrics and is being pushad to
suceass already if they're snll this metal, or mstal st
all, m 5 years, | will zat a full s21 of my own toenail

nothing has a real identity, Just say no.
www skzservices. com/skylark

SODOM (GER) Code Red PAV
55

Var- Johns- 13- 40:29
it UP already. Pretty much 13 of the same
blah blah

best moments ars puitar leads supplied by

SOLEFALD (NOR) Neonism AGM

Sunlight- Petterson & Skogsberg & Solefald- 10-
5016
I'm lazy. REAL lazy, and REAL behind deadline.
Lazare's mnterview should tell you all you need to
mow. If you don't think so, then count on #t when |
say this is very weird, very avant metal, and most of

. all, very good. Exreme metal and dark pop collide in

the best ways possible. Get it

SONATA ARCTICA (FIN) Ecliptica SF
$585

Tico Tico- Kortelainen- 10- 47:19
M You know how last year | said Stratovarius was

lippings. But for now? Fuckng awesome! My
underground pedigree shouts at me that this isn't
as mean or dark as it needs to be My
tion of quality and techmical excellence tells
to fuck all of that and give this high

é’“

STUCK MOJO (USA) Hwyl CM
FA ]

Lave- Sncap- 18- 7015

fucking blah Deathy thrash There's a couple of unportant things you nesd to know (that always 1

about Stuck Mojo. First and foremost, Rich Ward 15 a

side project (along with Mojo players Bed Fontsers
and Dan Dryden) with Chns Jencho called Fozzie
Ozzboumne and they're basically an 80s metal covers
band. Dio, Priest, Maiden, old Crue and Scormons,
etc. Jericho has a voice for it, let me tell ya, and Rich
can handle the axe as well as any man alive. | shil you
not, | was amazed watching hirn from right against the
stage. So he's knd of wasting himself in Mojo | guess
The second thing is that Stuck Mojo are all set to |save
Cenmry Media after their next CD (32t to record in
January if everything is still as planned) for a major
label So be aware of that before getting pumped up
about the two new studic tracks here. Anyhow, thas 15
a live album, recorded at the Masquerade in Aflanta
back m March. [ wes in attendance, watching this from
the side of the stage The nterview with Rich that ran
n LotFP #3 was done this same night What can | say,
a live record featuring songs off of the 3 studio CDs. It

shst A

d (USA)- Addicti
S851/4
grand mAster- pAmin- 17- 73:32
whAt is it with All of noise usA's bAnds? this houney
groove heAvy metAl B Almost predictAble from the
roster. thAt sAid, substAnce d is the best of the bunch
they mAnAge to sound ke feAr fActory insteAd of
kom. they keep the Aggression up, the metAlness up,
And the lup hop wAy the fick down And the mAn
guy used to be m tuff, donchA know,

www.substAnced com

NOIL

SUMMONING (AUS) Stronghold NRA
§58

MNachtschatten- =- 9- 64.25

This album has been officially declared 'Soms Good
Shit' by sources as diverse as Metal Maniacs, Satan
Stole My Teddybear, and more... | just got it, | havesit
yet listened to it, but looking through the 8 page
booklet we have a bunch of pictures bot no hmies Can
I get a fuck you? OK.. so, to Summoning. The
pressure 15 on. [ve been threatened with
detesticulanization by many sources if | do not Lke
this. That tempts me to say | hate it just on genenl
principle but | have to keep honsst Thers just isit
much going on dunng the course of tus CD.
‘Minimalist philosophy, scream  the  Summoning
supporters! Ah, to hell with that. Afler 5 years and
how many albums, *I* could do ths. Bottom line.
This is almost maddening in that 'we're in no rush, just
moseying along’ pace, the sumplistic, sumplistic,
SIMPLISTIC amangements and playing . someone
said this is pretty much ambient music that just
happens to use guitars, OK, faw snough, but dizek out
clsewhere what 1 say about ambient bands
Maddening, | tell you! | have screamed more than
once at my steree. . DO SOMETHING! But they stll
Just mosey on at ther own pace. ..

SWORDMASTER (SWE) Moribund Transgoria 08
51172

Los - * & La Roegue-8- 35,36

Tick, tick, tick Remember when these guys debuted
everyons thought ther thrash roots were so denim and
leather cool? Tick, tick, tick. This trend was silly by
the time their debut was gone, isn't it? Anyway, this s
pretty cool deathy thrash with some old school breaks
and s»lo m'lmp It has somg mtles like
T 4 Eye, Sulphur Skelethrones, and
Docm at Motordome. Hmmm I'm guessing if you
want to get dnmk and puke on yourself you wall like
this band. Tick tick tick. And not to kal) credibility or

I wrote this review before listening to the
CD. 2 spins of Moribund Transgona later, either 'm
psychic or this band 18 WAY too predictable. Other
than that, this band is cool Tick tick tick, OK,
Swordmaster, you tune of coolness is up

TENHI (FIN) Kauan PRO
$55112
7-1-8 5222
This is definitely not one for everyone as there 1sn't a
single electric guitar to be heard on this recording. |
had & hard tme rating this because this 1sn't my kand
of music yet the positive aspects and overall quality
are almost overwhelming The recording 15 of itself
wonderful to listen to as the vibrant qualities of the
prevalent scoustic guitar strngs we caphured to
perfection. There are spme piane sections and synths
‘natural’ ) And fir
from bemg a bonng-to-tears new age folk thing, ther

procuicer of the album, and not a band member. guitar GOD. Not with Moyo mind you, but he has this are plenty of upbeat passages whuch 1 just love Why

do so many other bands bring things 10 a crawl when
they whip ot the acoustics? The vocals are haghly
competent. of & ‘singing chant' nature, but everything
15 i Fruush (cather that or this goy needs some
enunciation lessons BADLY) so | can' make heads or
tails of it For all of the enchanting qualities found
here, | do find that ths 15 a more ‘stmosphers’ based
project than a song cnented one. Not a problem for
some, so have at, but for myself this ssems more a
presentation of an idea but not much development
beyond the basic concept | prefer this kind of music
us being one ingredient of a greater whole (and things
like this appeal to me when applicd 1o other tungs by
bands such as Pamordial, Opeth, Agalloch, and Ulver)
rather than being the thing itself Stll, calm mood
music of supreme quality and [ can't argue with it. Not
a million miles away from things Lke Pazuzm and
CGrabesmond in this issue's reviews, but by utihizing

ypify? Destiny WAS an OK record but since then I've 1S good to hear some of those songs off of Snappin the more percussive gualities of the guitar rather than



passive synth overload, we have a more ‘played’ For those of you completely unfamiliar, just keep in should already have this. If you're & fan of melodic Falkenbach, Thyrfing, ete use. If you're in the mood
recording to be hmuedloﬂmnunbmm to be mind this is honest, bare emotion put to a facking metal st ALL, you need this, It's excellent Just not

‘absorbed’ An i p 3

TENN JINN (USA) As On a Darkling Plain 10A
$$112

Babbaji's Cave- *- 14- 72:07

Quality music. A light progressive rock. Too lhight
Nothing remotely heavy about this. But it's quality. It
reminds me of listening to Billy Joel on the adic with
the constant peppy pianc backing. This doesn't suck
this doesn’t suck... but damn it, something's very off
when a bunch of 30-40 year old guys get together to

TIDAL WAVE of guitar heaviness. Infinity is far
more “composed’ and under control than SYL, but the
intensity gets pretty thick anyway. He's so onginal 1
(and & growing number of others) call this genrs Devy
Metal and leave itat that.

$10 for the EP or $15 for the full length Infinity album
to PO Box 44116, Bumaby BC, VSB 4Y2 CANADA

TRISTANIA (NOR) Widow's Weeds NRA
535%
SoundSuite- * & Refnes- 9- 53.08

mindblowing like Rhapsody is.
PO Box 779, Ocoidental, CA 95465

TWISTED TOWER DIRE (USA) The Curse of
Twisted Tower INDY
$5551/4
Neptune- JP- 8- ? (they sent a fucking prome TAPE.
Argh)

The year is 1980. Saxon, Diamondhead, fron Maiden,
around having a beer somewhers in London. The tlk

for some cool stuff that's definitely different, check
these guys cut, and check out the interview,

VIRGIN STEELE (USA) House of Atreus Act [ NOI
1555

Media Recording- DeFeis- 22- 74:01
That David DeFeis has composed a heavy metal opera
will put some of you off nght away. Those people are
fools! As much as | oy about how metal needs
commercial success, how much | want to see bands
like this twur, the very fact that this has been composad
(by an American!), that this has been released (in

create an epic based on the works of Anne Rice. I feel bad giving &Il these $$85+ marks this issue, but is full of the usual happy crap, as the bands are full of Americal), shows that there really aren't any limits
Really. This remind me of a bunch of 80s rockers who thers are TONS of CDs hitting my mailbox lately. exubemnce as they are just beginning to realize what anymore. And that it is dene well..| Virgin Stesle has
over the years developed ther musical skills and Now this isn’t a new album, and Tristainia does have a they are doing is not just rock n roll, but the genesis of always had & mythological stance to them, but this
‘matured” and wanted to get together and rock out new album, Beyond the Veil, ont soon, so I'll make an enfirely new, limitless form of music- heavy takes that fo the 10% dogree as this is o fully realized

this quick. Oldstyls Theatre of Tragedy besuty and the FRICKIN metal! Steve Harris of Iron Maiden muses Gresk tragedy. Yes, a concept album and finally no
like there should be). There is a market for this besst doom metal with piano and violins and dreary ‘You know, music trends come and go and things get ‘but you can emjoy the songs individually” bullshit.
somewhere, maybe. I's way too infelligent to be melodies. Excellent for the gerre, easily surpassing lost. Even if we all get big and famous, things changs Virgin Stsele is going to have an elite sudience

again... but there's no fire. No drama (and it sounds

played on *soft rock’ madio (and that's where it would

ToT s last 2 albums, easily overtaking such

Bands change What we are doing here 15 important.

fit), the subject matter is darker, yet in terms of as Within Temptation, and just niling this little area of We nesd to msure our music 1s heard by the furure’ s :
heaviness this makes Dream Theater look like Dying metal A funny aside, looking at the band photo, the Bruce Dickinson, of Samson, thinks that's all a load of The music is completely epic (make that EPIC) heavy

Fetus 1 don't think anyone would hate this but it's
certamnly nothing | ever imagine myself listening to..

THY INFERNAL (USA) Satan 's Wrath MOR
s

7-7-9-29:45

This band has mamnbers callng themselvas Slut (and
it's not & woman... argh!) and Rapist (on ‘lsad
chainsaw’), I'm sorry.., do people take this

Is there ANYONE out there who will listen 1o this and
discover a new favorite band? This s reasonably well
produced, well played, but nothing-new blick metal
And that's all that needs to be said, right? 1 won't
argue that these guys believe in what they are doing. |
won't argue that there are people out there that like
this sort of thing. | wonlt argue the vabdity of the style
a5 ['ve done in the past. .. I'll just not like it and that's
that. What I will argue is the need for Thy Infemal |
can literally find NOTHING new of creative They are
s ‘scene followmg® band, not a ‘scane leading’ band.
This style of black metal is anti-catchy so you can't
gmb onto ‘songs’ as you can with trend followng
power metal bands. You ather like the buzz or you
don't, and if you do you end up with 40 CDs that
sound alike. | don't get it. To fans of this style, good
for you, but I defy you to logically argue that I've said
anything mcomect i this review or that this review
fails to 100% accurately describe this release! Nice
penis on that demon on the cover. They do claim to
have an outregeous live show, though, so if they're
ever down in this neck of the woods, T will check them
out.

LIAMAT (SWE) Skeleton Skeletron CM

Woodhouse- Drasger & Edlund- 10- 45:34
Just... no. Ele rock that absolutely rapes the
legacy of masterpieces like Clouds and Wildhoney
with a pointy barbed poisoned prick | am thoroughly
convineed that Johan Edlund was kidnapped by
Martians sometume in 1995, easily nabbed while he

woman s GORGEOUS (check out the pic, if it tums
out...), and you wonder how many cows died so all
the men in the band can have pants.

Geitaskjaer, 4120 Tau NORWAY

WwWwW. tristania com
LUCA TURILLI (ITA) Kings of the Nordic Twilight
LMP

$5812
Pasth- Pasth- 11-50:16

M Do you know Rhapsody? No? Shmme. This is
Rhapsedy Jr, or Rhapsody 1o the next power,
depending on your point of view. Overblown guitar
heroics, classical amangements with chois and
orchestra, total speed power metal with altemating
lead guitars and keyboards with a renaissance fesl
Where m the hell are all these synth players coming
from? Two years ago | was still stuck in this ‘Do
keyboards really belong in metal?’ debate and this
yeu I've discovered more keyboard heross than
guitar. In metal. Wow. Anyway, if Therion grew up
idolizing Yngwie Malmsteen instead of Celtic Frost,
they might have gone off in this direction Very,
VERY happy sounding, very orchestml Epic with a
capital EPIC

V/L This s part one of the *Virtual Odyssey Trlogy.*
Belisve me, as a pure Dungeons and Dragons fanatc,
that this is total unadulterated chesse. Maybe not on
the level of Blnd Guardian mentioning Peter Pan in
Imagnations From The Other Side all those times, but
the big single The Ancient Forest of Elves’ chorus
goes like this. “To the wind [ will sing the tale of the
King that reigned in peace and love/Of the one of the

and goes up for notes CONSTANTLY. But he's no

ballocks. 'O yeah, what can change? Iron Maiden is
perfect! You, Mumay, Di'Anno, and the rest Any
major change is going to mess up Iron Maiden ' Hams,
as always, gets pissy with Bruce and they all leave,
heading down to an old, broken down and seemingly
haunted house. Some spntely lads named Cronos,
Abaddon, and Mantas are messing around with mage.
Black magic. "What are we doing hers? quenss
Saxon's BifF Byford. "Thess guys dom't know what
they're doing. Theyll never amount to anything, with
all this really dark and evil stuff’ Those that dabble i
the darker arts, however, do have access to even mere
dangerous powers. "We need to show the future who
we really are, without the fog of tme clouding the
images ' Venom is told. A plan is decided. They will
send musicians into the future, plying their 1980
heavy metal But whe? It can't be British. they1l be
missed How about Amencan? Yes! An Amencan
band would work great! They copy everything! But
who? Everyone there seems 1o be penpals with this
one guy, Lars Ulrdch on the West Coast. "Nah, he's &
dork.’ 8o the search is on. Under the pretenses of a US
tour, the Bnts scour Amenca looking for a band
playing that 1980 British Heavy Metal. Near the end
of the lour, they find themselves in Virginia. They've
had no lnck. So they settle i for ther final show, and
see this opening band.. Twisted Tower Dure,
Complete and total British style, that NWOBHM as
it's been coined. So TTD are kidnapped, brought back
to England, and by enl Venomous powers, are to be
transpertad to the 1990s. But When? "When Iron
Maiden sucks bad, then they wall come into bemng,

anyway so fucking go for it, people! The booklet
details the story in both he lynics and in story fornm.

metal. David DeFeis is no all time great player but his

position are bved, I ing, and the more
basic approach of the individual parts point that out as
by playing what is here marvelously, the sum is much,
MUCH greater than its individual parts. Not & note out
of place. And in between the heavy fucking metal are
the intertudes, usually piano lead, but no less epic and
they allow the story to flow without dismupting the
music (1 wish Blind Guardian had figured this out),
DieFezs has a definite Manowar vocal point to ham, but
this is so far above Manowar 1Q wise | find the
difference sctually humorous. Basically,

, this clings to
all of the familiar cliches of heavy metal but does it in
a way that is itelligent and that expands on what
heavy metal is while clinging to what its always been,
This CD fills me with the pnde of all of the Heavy
Metal Gods and | have been humbled before its
grandeur and skill. You will be too.

PO Box 2431, North Babylon, NY 11703-0431
www_home-ofvirginsteele com

WESTWORLD (USA) SPI
8172

Millbrook- Omfine- 10- 45:49
If you can get by the fact that the world neads a Riot
side project like 1 need a fatter ass, then maybe you
can enjoy thus. Mark Reale from Riot, Tony Hamell of
TNT, Bruno Ravel of Danger Danger (are you fucking
KIDDING me?), and John OReilly (Blue Oyster Cult,
Ranbow. whosh, Ramnbow? OK, this project now
has credibility and a couple exta points,
thanky 1 ther to make some

says Steve Hamis. Mid-1990s, here come TTD. But of chuggy hard rock with ool ass solos. Every single
man who crossed the path of the ancient forsst of course all the prophecies were true and the way of song has music written by Mark Reale (and this
elves.” It doesn't get any desper than that so that's the 1980 heavy metal has long been lost. TTD do ther doesn't sound like a missing Riot album somehow)
concept. Thus vocilist, Olaf Hayer, is very competent best but can not give their message to the masses, too and lyrics by Mr. Hamell 17 1 were to judge Tony's

much shifty metal has deafened the world! Yet a

character by his lynes, 'shallow’ would be how I'd sum

Fabio, whose strongsr accent and more diversified British agent of the old ones, now in Solstics, receives him up. Its all stuff you'd expect from #0s ‘feel good

delivery gives Rhapsody its exotic qualities and why 1

his secret signal ‘When Iron Maiden regains its

thunk this album s a step down from Symphony of throne, then it is time' Dickinson rejoins, and the

Enchanted Lands Bigtime melodic singing where
everything is so overblown it's either entirely over the

was off in some feld hally g on They
replaced hum with a clone Johan that was exactly the
same except instead of making good music, he made
really crap shit A Desper Kind of Slumber featured a

elephant in the video..) worth noting. The aliens

ancient,  venerable, and brand new Miskatonic

Ersmd, Bt Moot
F m

while feeling down' kind of plastic emotion stuff |
mean fuckin' blow me mister, who do you think you
ars? Georgs Michael? IT so, e, ignore that invitation.

U V around 15 what this is, just

top singsongy, o it has choirs, or wind whipping Twisted Tower Dire 1t is time' And now it is up to Mm;{!nom_m:tﬂitm,o«dﬁwynm:ghwl

through your hair on the snowy mountamns, you get the
ides  And even when you realize the words are just

you, the listener. Do you want to hear brand new, 1980
styled metal band? The music, the lyrics, the vocals,

don't fear you picking it up anyway.

dumb, the melodies are SO strong that you'll sing the production. . straight from 1980 but it's a new  WILLOW WISP (USA) Debusion of Grandeur: A
cool cover, and not much slse (well, a pretty girl on an along

anyway
P Tz €D has the best packaging in the history of the

band, a new album, a new recording. Go for it, despite
this excesdingly LAME attempt at a roview.

decided that they had not emoticnally tortured us poor universe. Get the limited edition as it comes net ina /o Scott Waldrop, 10021 Scemic View Termace;

t
souls any so they prog 4 CloneEdl

d to jewel case, but in & hardbound beok formal the size of Vienna, VA 22182

create something even friggin worse! An ‘wrban' a jewel case. | mean THICK. The booklet inside is a twistedtower@earthlink net

Tiamat album! S e, in some
orbit, the real Johan Edlund is m
distress as alien Elvis’ and Bigfoots stuff great big anal
probes up his heiny (think Ahnold pulling that thing

HUGE full color deal with tons of photos (and

etc), lyrics, an introduction by Luca, stonies about the
making of each of the songs, a story of the plot, and

great pain and everyone s wearmg capes, crowns, camies swords, UNRIUH (LUUSA) Sening Fire 1o Sinking Ships PES
b 1331

Minds Eye- Elyea- 8- 23:29

Gathering of Heretics FMP
355112

7- Davis & Roman- 12- 67:42
Well this is certainly, uhm, odd, One part death metal,
cone part Cradle style black metal, one part gothic, one
part Marilyn Manson. [ get the feeling musically
they're gomg for something Areturmsy bot of courss it
doesn’t stand up to that. Not that it’s bad st ALL
because they do meld a great number of things

out of his nosem Total Recall)... but believe me, that's then the credits and thank yous, Even if you HATE Say what you will Pessimisser has some brazen together and effectively, but you know. .. | think this is
nothing compared to the anal intrusions youll this kind of music, this is something that shouts out testicular fortitude coming up with just these grindy

expenience if you pick up this album.

DEVIN TOWNSEND (CAN) Infinity: Ch Phus

BUY ME to every collector of quality things.
IB Luca Turnlli is Rhapsody’s lead guitar player and
iter. Other bers come from bands like

Four Demos HDR
$583/4
Red Stmpe- *- 5- 20:54
Last issue [ pave Infinity perfect marks. Devin
Townsend is a genius. Here's a complets and total

Treasure Secker and Heaven's Gate, Sascha Pacth has
worked with bands such as Gamma Ray before
becoming Italy's production savier. Turlli & one
pretentious motherfucker. *As o servant of lLight and
defender of lifs. " he writes in his introduction. Not as

punky bands, Less gamgey than your averags Relapse
band but about as good.

PO Box 357, Tempe, AZ 85290

www angelfire. com\azumnmh |

VINTERSORG (SWE) Odemarkens Son NRA
p3331

fucking genius, And here is the EP associated with part of the tale, bt as Luca Turilli, composer, tilking Another $888 CD. Wow. All these pre-Christimas

that album. Chrsteen yoa shouldn't need an

to his fans. Compare the latest Yngwie with this and

llbumsmprmygoodmay.\'imm;ilsam'l

mtreduction to as you should have Infinity already! you tell me who's a musical sneb? But the material viking/stmospheric metal band that emphasizes the

The *four demos’ are NOT demos, but fully completed
and produced songs left off the album itself because

holds up to such pretension so T don’t mind. But youn

vocals: This guy (same on= as m Otyg) is VERY damn

ing me at tmes of Borknagar, hints of

more gothic with metal textures than anything else and
they do have a strong image. Lyrically they are anti-
Chnstian (this 1S Pull Moen, people!) and boy do they
have a mouthfisl to say. So to suan up, this pretty much
15 an inferesting release for those of you not full out
METAL, definitely something different for Full
Moon, and something [ hope they can expand on i the
future.

PO Box 9352, North Hollywood, CA 91609

WUTHERING HEIGHTS (DEN) Within SEN
£518112
Aabenraa- Hansen- 7- 47:38

good Reminding
Devin found they weren't perfect in his mind Of N/C [ didn’t go as paga over this s that last Rhapsody Otyg of course, and Enslaved, a few things need to be Add this to your shopping list if you like good music

course his tastes are much tweaked and | can't see why for some reason. Mainly the vocals. They're not bad, pointed cut. The vocals are

I clean. But

Itmw:nn_‘lﬂmu, and you should get with the they're awesome i fact, but that's techniqus and he rules so who cares? In fuct, the vocal

order the Infinity album (and the Ocean Machine
abum, and all the Strapping Young Lad albums...)

Those damn Danes have done it again! Wuthening

for & solo project that's effectively the same thing as lyrics are all in Swedish. The music sn't “brutal’, but this band because ifs on the cutting edge of the metal
Whichever.

the main band bul with different lyrics.

. the nffing is quite thrash lite. But this is still full on art without being out in left field and forsign to what
become Devin mamacs immedintely. Once you Ewven with all that, sven with the incredible ameounts of balls out METAL. Felky in arangement, not in sound, metal is all sbout in the fist place, Sensory and
the matenal, you won't have a choice, actually. cheess and pretension, if you're a Rhapsody faa you see? There are NO ice skating keyboards as bands like ] M

need o be people you check




out on the web if you haven't already could stop this review right now and you
(www.lasecdcom and  www.intremental.com) if you want itl This is competently done,
because even if everything they do isn't to my exact strong (even if the recording is a bit muddy... but you
tastes, they are of masswe quality top to bottom, hear it), and they take a joumey through this watery,
Wuthering Heights is definitely my favorite to come flowery, almost piano led metal music. Not evil,
ot of sither of their camps as | am SUCH a sucker for brutal, or menacing but still firnly metal and quite
this kind of symphonic, progressive, yet very, very stimulating stuff. The compostions are quite mvolved
METAL kind of sound. Make no mistakes, you can to where they lose defimitions as songs’ and you get
hear their mfluences but Wuthenng Haights sounds lost in them . which [ believe is the point of such an
like nio other band and they follow no tends. At the artistic, arty thing. This actually reminds me, a LOT,
moment | am struggling to comprehend the absolute of the Servants of the Twilight Lilitu demo.
GENIUS of the seng Sorrow in Memoriam. | dars you Intellectual Gothic Mctal! The tape and j card are pro
to listen o it You WILL NOT SURVIVE the printed, quite nicely, and this whole thing is brought to
experience It is  so  completely fucked us by LotFP's frends at Odiosious Larvae zine in
wuwammmiun?mwmwhhlmommm
call it Holy shit. How do people come up with this? §6 (if you're in the US), $5 (if you're in Europe) to
My mind has been officially BLOWN. This album 1s a Fernando Manuel Pereiry Reis. Rue Firmmo Rebelo,
journey of visual sound, medeival in feel, folky in ne 15, r/eh dio;, 2780 Porto Salve PORTUGAL. Alse
texture, progressive in scope, and if you like Blind ask about Odiosious Larvae zime!
OWM'HMMWﬂibeM'mMCD.Bam‘lmhn‘l.ﬂ'ilﬁmLmse',\rillelﬁ_ﬂ. asolo
I've seen this touted as better than Rhapsody (I'd agree Villanova di CSP (PD) ITALY

in that it is more senous and lasting but it won't give Tesklo@spiro.fisica unipd it

you that WOW ing Rhapsody does), Blind LOVE HISTORY (UZE) Gallileo, Figaro, Magnifico
Guardian (ixnay on that ene.,. Within is stronger than 17 song tape

any Blind Guardian album as a whols aside from Signed to The End Records, Love History should be
NMMMMIMMM‘;MWMMWWmW.Mk

mm;wwm,memmammmmdmmmhmms
legend make. However, it DOES make for = demos, the GFM, Desirss, and The Astral Silence of
mandatory purchase. duction. Diverse Bloommg Virgin Beauty. The sound quality of course

Flawless pi
msuwm&lwetmpodamdmmnyh;kmdwmba:kyougt-(asmlsiimu..
wm-mamacwam_mmmMWMLwnanFMumilhnmmly
meticulons ammangement magic. And faibulous clear quite good. The style here is artsy dark metl, which
vocals it by the noted Kristian Andren should be of absolutely ZERO surprise if you've been
(Memente Mon, T Morose, Fifth Reason. ), People keeping up on The End. Love History is immediately
ith “traditional’ roots is lacking creativity gowng o be right there with their best bands because
i frankly this shit just mles. With one foot Brmly

i

writig, and the pictures will make this a marvelous
CONVersalion piece
$3 to PO Box 30115, 1027 Finch Ave West,
Dovmsview, Ontanio M3J 3L6 CANADA
JAZGOT #5

1 have no ides what Jazgot means, but Jazgot is a good
glossy magazing from Poland. There 15 a lot of text, of
course all in Polish so less than 1% of 1% of you are
going to care, but bits me, OK? This looks like quality
stufl and they intarvisw bands from Behemoth, Nile,
Lilita, Metal Church, on down to Anathema, Sisters of
Mercy, Machine Head, ete. Pretty much looks tobe a
Temonzar styled mag as far as being a wide appeal
sortof mag. 1f you read Polish, go for it
PO Box 2121, 40-528 Katowice 33
amjazgot@box43 gnetpl

LAST JUDGEMENT #8
If T had been able to keep my promises and make
LotFP a 16 paget (doh!!), it might lock like Last
Judgement. Tmy, TINY font, interviewing bands ike
Skitzo, Fallen Empire, Sinister, The Crown, Witchery,
etc. At 16 pages and a good mumber of interviews and
reviews there isn't much substance, but it 15 all well
written and Shane's got a head on his shoulders, His
next issue will be 32 pages so hopefully things will be
fleshed out more.

$1 fo Shane Tolls, PO Box 692; Arl City, KS

already know into s black metal demoness. And a totally SICK Ay ay ay... There are probably mdreds of reviews
the sound is Denis the Menace pomo spoof Worth it for the here | defy anyone to find a negative review. Aside

from these qualms, this is good as a “scene overview’
for more underground types (the only power or heavy
metal here is from the bigger metal labels),
$3 to Beowolf Productons; PO Box 1236, Pottstown,
PA 19404
SHORT WAVE WARFARE #3
A 7 rate Worm Gear, basically, with hardeore thrown
in. Featuring Malevolnt Creation, Gorgoroth, The
Protagonist, and much more. Worth the money if
you're into the dirty shit but can your margins be any
wider, man?
$3 to Dave Adelson; 5433 K Clayton Road, Clayton,
CA 94517
members aol.comvinthomns
UNRESTRAINED! #9 +#10
A real magazine out of Canada, comparable to Pat but
much much much, as in LOTS, better. Reviews of
CDs, demos, zines (LotFP got a thumbs up, YESI),
plus features out the wazoo, Not very critical as is
typical of glossy 'magazine’ publi but fient
as an overview of the scene. #9 has Six Feet Under,
Dark Tranquillity, Machine Head, Taake, Solefald,
Andre Anderson, efc e etc. #10 has Samael, Brutal
Truth, Satyricon, Typs O, etc. Well written, varied,
and should be on your shopping list before Pit or
Metal Manincs as a magazine of its type. Too bad if's
rly and not monthl

67005
tolle@termworld net

METAL NIGHTMARE #5
Take | meinl fanatic. Add m prune influences of Black
Sabbath, Iron Maiden, Venom, and Motorhead Stir
with cumrent scene. Unlsash in |6 page zine. Metal
Nightmare! Continung with the 2 mtervisws with

e

1999 has besn a weak year for metal MANY
There are albums that are perfect for this group, there
are albums that are perfect for that phdosophy. This
album is perfect for people whe like musc.

WWW

g

ZIMMER'S HOLE (CAN) Bound By Fire HDR
538

planted in the old Paradise Lost *uptempo death doom’ unknowns (Posthumuos and Hobbs Angel of Death)
style (including voeals), and one foot i the classical and reviews, this is a pretty good read. He's Mr. Metal

$4 each to Unrestrained! Production, 3150 Sprng
Creek Cres., Mississauga, ON; LSN 452 CANADA
macabrs@interiog.com (note | didn't fack up the email
address, ha ha!)
WORM GEAR w8

Marty was a saint in praising that piece of shit LotFP
#1 in Metal Maniacs. It didn't dsserve it due to my
ignorance. But Worm Gear i5 an amazing piece of
work with VERY intelligent writing, in depth

folk amangements, plus a decent ameunt of noedling in the reviews which at once is refreshing but also
and other such debghts, Love History is aftention hilariously bad when he gets to tngs like Tenhi and
grabbing, interesting to listen to, and very in depth as Amen. Not that I'm any more dignified, but still, this
far 8s being quality music. Melody and compesition is my mag and | can be a world class hypoerite if |
take the fore, while the heaviness and some brutal bits want. Metsl Nightmare 15 pretty much a must read,
add spice. Great, great stuff and | look forward 1o the send ONE FUCKING DOLLAR already. And check
album out this Pazuzn review, m its entirsty: “Hey, this isn't
Richard Chrobok; 26 dubna 219, 725 27 Ostrava 27 the Amencan Pazizu! Who needs you then!” I'm not a

Slack- Dr. Skinny- 13- 34 38 CZECH REPUBLIC

This is Byron and Jed of SYL's side project, produced MASQUE OF INNOCENCE (POR) Take 0
by Devin Towsend humself. Now while this is not 4 s0ng ape

crap, this IS pretity much a joke band. So to me that After the quite nice piano muroduction (which was so
m&‘mume'ohheMmdmlym!mlmmﬁxenhnlmlchuynalma
wastes what is & lot of gopd music. | don't know if it's real shit sandwich with no in t 1) this thing
hmﬁnhgorwhn.hnabtofhiuriﬂ‘imhkicbdin,md.lldlmwulhmgmcmmmdc
definutely Devy Metal all the way. Which means there Moonspell All of these songs could fit comfortably on
hpuuhillllmhﬂe,undmuflhc!mnwi::iﬂkrWolM«unmmmhﬂieungaﬂ’nf
SPECTACULAR. (I'm not putting your sweaty cock Imeligious. The meandering pace, the vocal style, the
and balls near my cunt bax!) Rent a Cop, Two Headed backing piano and synth, the guitar solmng style
Anal Baby, and another antt/pro metal anthem *Metal’ (attempting to capture the feelign of Wolfshade!), they
(I'm storming the caslle, | have my sword, if's obviously like the midpencd of their famous
METAAAAAALLL!Y), and some hilanous pisstal . OF course they throw in & curve ball and
on ‘real’ songs (1 about dropped my shit when they sound like modem Metallics, which is an intriguing
went into God of Thunder). It's mostly heavy, at times mix. Is this a bad thing? Notat all. That a band's first
BRUTAL, but always flowing. Once again, | can’t demo sounds this together is awesome. Not that these
describe i other than if you know Devin Townsend's guys are ready for a worldwide deal as they haven't
wd.wwapiﬁnnfﬁawiﬂbaﬁembmmyﬂfmﬂﬁmwmbmﬂﬁshmm
ﬂ'tjmtlduﬂ:meﬂmmofhmdlmthlnmmydl!‘w;ﬁ-muphﬁ:duﬂxmcﬂbuﬂswﬂh
myself unable to se¢ a REAL fundamental difference deals out there. Give these guys another year or two
in the playing styles of the SYL players and Dr Skinny and we'll see where they are But if they're this good
himself. The jokes keep coming, the music’s so cool right out of the gate, agam, when they expand on
mwﬂhwhnmmmdiﬁskjmdldmmuulmmdmwhk at the same time

amund great. But 1 can’t give full ludes and
recommendations because as humor based as this is
(although lets face it, it is no less silly than Cannbal
Corpse hyrics), you'll listen to it twice, laugh your ass

using the best devices of already established bands.

we'[l haar more from these guys | think. A LOT more
If the afoementioned Moonspell, Tiamat's Clouds
ares, or middle penod Anathema or Pandise Lost

off, and then never pick it up again. catch your fancy, here’s a chance to calch guys with
$15 to PO Boxt 44115, Bumaby BC; VSB 4Y2 real potential at the ground foor.
CANADA $4 should cover it... send to: Apartado 6004, 1701-
$01 Amadora PORTUGAL
DEMOS AISB62@iscie.pt
AZAZEL (USA) Order of the Fly ZINE REVIEWS
6 50ng tape And now, the LotFP Pisses off His Peers section by
Well, it is good sounding, 1 issue keyboardless pretonding his own shit don’t stink:

thrashy black metal from Laveyan satanists, As good
85 half of the signed stuff out there, I'll at l=ast say that
for them. Not much else to say, really
hitp://redirect to/azazel

BRLIZZARD (GER) Hellish Rock n Metal

4 song tape/T"
The band is HEAVILY mfluenced by Motorhead,
Venom, Bulldozer, and Warfare. The songs are called
Rock n Roll Terrorist, Firetiger, Lumberjack, and The
The sound is good and the style is every bit

what you'd expect it to be after all this. It isn'l
necessary for me to say one more word, is it? Well |
will anyway. Beer and bulletbelt metal, for sure!
Tape: Balor, Albstr 36, 72663 Grossbetilingen
GERMANY
T (vinyl is METAL, dencha knew!): lron Bonchead,
Brunnenweg 9a; 36160 Dipperz GERMANY

ENSOPH (ITA) Les Confessiones du Mat

BATTLE HELM #3

BIG unprovement for Battle Helm writing wise this
time around. $till carrying the true metal standard, this
time we have talks with Mzrcyful Fate, White Skuil
(ugh!), Power Symphony (sproingl), Pnmal Fear,
Otyg, In Flames, Witchery, Virgin Steele and more..
gee those numes seem familiar! They're also o
ambient overat Battle Helm HQ which | find odd. The
one complamt that remains is that the whole thing is
laid out in this truly humongous font. Very: casy on the
eyes, but I'm biased because of how much | my 1o
overcram info each LotFP. And 24 reviews in 2
quarterly mag seems a bit thin
$3 to Josh Cook, PO Box 175; Chaska, MN 55318
www, battlehalm.com

DOOMHAULED: THE CHILDREN ISSUE
Kevin Stewart-Panko, Terrorizer scribe, s one sick

fan of Mr. Wells' work sither, but | am sick and
fucking tired of people acting like Clucago’s cown Mr
Potato Head walks on fucking water, Just fucking
ke Chicago and get it over with. ' in trouble now!
$1 to Tom Wren, PO Box 420195, San Diego, CA
92142

deadmetali@acl.com

METAL RULES! #5

Metal Rules miles It 15 a fim breezy read with
intenviews you can't believe. Lots and lots of coverage

a2, eto ste sto. The guy dessrves the Metal
Maniacs gig. The problem? Well, nota problem, buta
viewpomt of liking the ‘dirtier’ side of metal and
extreme music as evidenced by festures with
Carpathian Forest, The Chasm, Mystioum, stc. There's
also an ambient side o the publicaticn, about 40% of
the space dedicated to these kinds of ‘bands.” | find
miysalf wondenng about people who put * Darkthrone-
Al in their playlists. Do they have sars? (this bit was
written a month befors | saw the Mstal Manfacs lists)
To me music on some level s commurucation and to
me going through the trouble of wnting music and
producng albums st to pretty much say ‘The wodd
sucks, go away and kill yourself and that's IT.
what's the point? Yes, | like pretty music and Mty
sure doasn't. Is that o complant? From my musical
taste standpoant. yeah, but from a reading

no. The writing is bolliant. King Fowley's review

of the March Matal Meltd (inchading multiple
wnters nohomg that Bamey G must be color
blind judging from his artire), metures of editor Jeff
and cohorts, and interviews you won't believe Last
issue we had a guy trom Stryper, this issue is Vanilla
lee. No shit, It 1S an interesting read and when Jeff
ums it on there isn't a better interviewer anywhere. Of
course, he also goofs off lots. LOTS and LOTS of
therough zine reviews. JeiT strikes the hammer down
on many bands in the reviews teo. 1 may no! agree
with him but T see where he's coming from so thumbs
up in the reviews. There's & Hades mterview. WHY
THE HELL IS EVERY HADES INTERVIEW
THIRTY YEARS LONG? Where #4 had TOO much
personal stuff to be & good ‘metal’ read, MR #5 15
almost a must read as an example of 3 zine being
orgmal, fim, and best of all, GOOD. Basic Color
Homossxuals weloome.
$4to: Teff Rappaport; 2116 Sandra Rd;, Voorhees, NJ
08043
www haddons. com/mstalrules
"METAL RULES #6

Glossy coverl Woohoo! And more metal insanity.
Jeffs nuts. He interviews hs mom, Testament,
Godsmack, Miks TV (the actor from Willy Wonka. ..
ne shit!), King Damond, ste. LOTS of shit in this 100
page monstsr. More reviews than you can shake a
stick at (mcloding over 100 zne reviews! HOLY
SHITY). Plus tons of clowning around. Great read and
worth the money. Big report on the Ozzfest. My one
complaint is that the interviews are cluttered with the
“What was that, | didn't hear you' type exchanges.
Yes, they prnt EVERYTHING from an interview! |
swear, hall the King Diamond interview is “This
connection sucks. | didn't hear you' Ah well. The
substantive half is worth it. Good fun in all, something
missing from the metal scene
Ordenng info same as above

SATAN'S CANDY BASKET #4
Burt Wolf is a scene cheerlesder, and that's fine
Interviews with bands as diverse as  Sepultura,
Resaech, The Great Knat, Nasum, Nils, Soilent Green,
Dsarray, and fir more The problems are many,

fucker His totally scathing “this band sucks' style however The mierviews are prety much cookit

3 song tape rules, but each and every issue he has a theme. This cutter, ask the same 20 questions to everyne
Well, one can’t argue, this is frilly shirt music to the being the Children issue, we have photos of dead kids, Hatespawn zine and the bwnd Arghosilent are
max! Subtiled ‘Alligoric Notes About the violently dead kids, that is, mterspersed with the metal completely racis! entities. 1 don’t ke that shit. And
Phenomenology of Nothingness in Three Chapters’, | coverage. Also the story of corrupting & young girl Burt wonders why people haven't picked up on them?

it ars HILARIOUS. Unintentionally so. 1
hope 1 didn’t write this up somewhere already, but Mr.
HammerFall are Posers is somewhat a hypoerite. So
former death metal musicians forming & heavy metal
side project and signing to a big label is being
posensh? What the fuck s October 31 then?
Anyway... my | main complaint is the inclusion of
Judas [scanot spouts these words of, ah,
‘wisdom’: *As we are extreme philosophers we must
also mevitably become extrsme politicians. Hail
Reactionary belief Hail totalitarianism!® | hate

dnecks with bulletbelts And Akh saying
having an audible production = life metal. What are
these people smoking? OF course this does go to show
Worm Gear to be a worthy resd as something
profound, or anti-profound, is to be found on every
single page A definite comerstons of the metal
joumnalistic community. Check it out for an almost
anti-LotFP point of view,
$2 to Marty Rytkonm, PO Box 426, Mayfield, Ml
4666

www.crioricmind. org/wormgear/

HOLY DIO, BATMAN! AN IN-DEPTH LOOK

AT THE TRIBUTE TO THE VOICE OF METAL
T've been picking my bramn for a few weeks trying how
tor tell you that this is 'the greatest tribute album of all
time’ without saying such a trite and ignorant thing.
But alss, no go. The plain truth is that Dio completsly
rules, nobody today will acknowledge it, and this
brings you 19 acts, many of them worthy of their own
tributes down the road, Dio's songs. You
may remember the Judas Priest tribute that Rock Hard
magazne and Century Media put together a couple
years ago. This is as least as great package-wise, and
Dho and his bands are better than Prisst anyway so this
is defmitely an A+ scquisition. We get a quote from
Dio, notes from the guy at Rock Hard who co-
ordinsted all of this, and for esch song we get
mformation on the band (lineups, record company, te
stc), a quote from the band sbout the song being
covered, and photos. Again, A+ The US version will
be different Get the Euro edition, if just for
Swano/Tagtgren! This tribute isnt perfect by any
means. Several of the bands included are suspect
(miore on them as we get to the individual songs, but
this isn't a Dwell job by any means), and vast periods
of tume are just jeft out. The compiete Dio discography



15 listed m the booklet, but that just mukes it mors
obvicus thal penods of tune are missing. Nothing from
[ho's period wath EIf (3 albums from 1972-1975) 1s
represented, thank GOD. And if this tribute was any
ndication, Do retired ufter 1984's The Last in Line
The last 5 (or 6. what the hell is Intermission,
anyway?) Do studhe albums dont exist Now |
understand it more recent matenal won't have had as
much an mspirational mmpact on most of these guys
just becamss they weren't the albums the bands grew
up with. The last 3 Dio albums have besn ‘not weil
received’ by Dio-heads, but are these peopls telling me
that Sacred Heart and Dream Ewil are not excellent
albumns? Blow that notion aght out of your anus. One
thing you can't demy is that this project pays mbuts to
the guitar players that Dio has bzen blessad with just
as much as to the Mighty Dwarf humself Ritchie
Blackmore from Rainbow, Tom lomm from Black
Sabbath, and Vivian Campbell from the sady Dio
albums {who later went on o greater fame and forhuns,
but NOT artistic achievemnent, with Def Lzppard). By
count, Dho (and by prosy Campbell) has 6 songs
represanited, Rambow asnd Blackmore have 2, and
Sabbath and foenmu have 5 The European bands are
more into the Rambow penod, the Amencans more
mto the Sabs, and they split on the Dio band. I'd try to
make & point sbout Rainbow and Blackmors being
much more influential than Sabbuth and Tommi to
metal, but you all disagres with that (you're wrong,
though) so 1l skip it. Going by this, Long Live Rock m
Rells the king of all Dio albums... a notion | wouldn't
argue with. | have all of the albums that have songs
represented hers (except the ive Ranmbow album) and
that too points ot some things. I'm not as smpid as
some of you think | am when it comes to old stuff
(especially when [ was less than | year old when
Ritchie Blackmore's Rainbow hit the shelves), and
NONE of these fucking things had full lyncs included
<groan> All of this serves one imporiant purpose
Dio's Imagika, said to be & throwback to his Holy
Diver period, 1s released early risxt y=ar, One can hope
he caps off an outstanding, prolific, and defimitely
tnbute worthy caresr with a killer album. This tribute
should create a Dio awarensss and anticipation for the
new album. BLIND GUARDIAN "Dont Talk to
Strangers” from Dio's Holy Diver, 1983 Prefry cool
opening up, it's interesting but frankly whenever |
hear this | want 1o go throw on Forgotten Tales or

Imaginations From the Other Side. PRIMAL FEAR
"Kill the King" from Ranbow's Long Live Rock n

Roll, 1978 THIS RULES! Its already on Jaws of

Death, which you had BETTER already have! Strong,
METAL, awescmne! DORO “Egypt- The Chains are
On® from Dio's The Last in Line, 1984 Yeah, yeah,
you'rs a babe, you're all suliry, you're singing about
Egypt and chains and shit Next! JAG PANZER
“Children of the Sea” from Black Sabbath's Heaven
and Hell, 1980 FATES WARNING "Sign of the
Southemn Cross” from Black Sabbath's Mob Rules,
1981 [ think it's somewhat sick that a mad progressive
band like Fates Warning delivers its most exciting
recording i 10 years with a focking Tors lommi
wnitten song. Talk about EMBARASSING. Yikes, you
bastards! Anyway, really cool cover CATCH THE
RAINBOW "Rainbow Eyes" from Rambow's Lomg
Live Rock n Roll, 1978 Fuck ths whole idza. Why not
just give us Helloween? Noooo.. the damn ome
gyebrowed drnummer puts together a Rambow tribute
project. And frankly, I'm not a fan of this song in the
first place but putting a covers band on a tnbat: album
seems really, really weak, GAMMA RAY “Long Live
Rock n Roll* from Rambow's Long Live Rock n Roll,
1978 In 10 years K1 Hansen will d=serve one of these
tbute albums humself, you know. Gamma Ray has
always had some good fin (Free Tine from the first
Ray album and Heavy Mstal Univarse from the latest
should prove that!) and this is a good fun song. And
they give it that panache that l=ts you know this is both
a party AND an all fime classic Wow
SWANO/TAGTGREN “Country Girl® from Black
Ssbbath's Mob Rules, 1981 Or, God and the guy with
bad teeth and sunken eyes. In 2015 when Swano's well
deserved tnbute album is being put together can you
Just fucking imagine what THAT 15 going to look like
if they ry to make it & comprehensive career
retrospective? Talk about an ARTIST. Anyway,
Swano is probably the only guy on this entire thing
that can blow in-his-prime Dio out of the water, Not
the song I'd have pick<d for these guys, but they OWN
it and give the song a greater presence and credibility
than [ think it ever had. Absolutely belongs, absohitely
should not be gnored. That Rock Hard thought that
these two were of the caliber to be on this thng says
ondles about how much better Rock Hard is than US
media If this was the US, Metal Maniacs would be

Roads ‘s tribule fi ing Slipknot,
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Coal Chamber, Defiones, Candina, and yeah, some
real metal band or something YNGWIE
MALMSTEEN "Gates of Babylon® from Rambow's
Long Live Rock n Roll, 1978 Jeff Scott Soto gives me
the willies when he sings. He's awesome. Yngwie 1s
Yngwie. He's also Blackmore Jr. so he's just not going
to fuck this up. Mandatory, GRAVE DIGGEK "We
Rock" from Dio's The Last in Live, 1984 Each Dio
album was prefaced by a retirded rock anthem type
song, so fitmg that disc 2 was headed off by a
retarded band covenng one of these retarded songs
Do Grave Digger helong? No doubt, as they have a
long history. And they are a good band with a hemd
singer. Chns Boltendahl, how do I put this kindly,
really really sucks as a singer. Granted, he has a bettar
and deaner voice here than on Grave Digger's nonmal
work ("Knights.. kughts of the cross! Musder!
Murder!” Oh shut wp!) but somshow | don't see this
making the US version and | don't see anybody canng.
HAMMERFALL “"Man on the Silver Mountain® from
Rainbow's Rainbow, 1975 You already have your
opuions on HammerFall I you like them, youll love
this. If you hate tham, you'll loathe this. Gh, and if you
hate them, then | give you the MIDDLE FINGER OF
DOOM! HOLY MOTHER "Holy Diver" from Dic's
Holy Diver, 1983 Apparently Holy Mother has some
talented people in the band (bassist Randy Coven 1s
Yngwie's tounng bassist don't you know) but this just
ssems too ordinary, TOO close to the ongmal. I'm not
impressed. Give me Otyg's version.
STRATOVARIUS "Kill the King" from Rambow's
On Siage, 1978 Stratovarius are a big name in Europe,
and deservedly so. But Pumal Fear cleans with this
same song and frankly this one shouldn’t be on here.
The mteresting take on the open of the song highlights
keybeard whiz Jens Joh n. Why not do Rainbow
in the Dark from Holy Diver, which highlightad
keybowrds and which Stmatovanus ocould have
delivered a supenor version than Dio himself due to
the BADLY outdsted synth technology on the
onginal The problem here is not only Stratovarius
outclissed on the same song by Primal Fear, but Do is
a VOICE. Stratovanus' weakest pomt is the voice,
whether current singer Timo Kotipelto, or the singer
from the Episode ers (when this was recorded... come
on guys, you couldnt do something NEW?) main
Stratogury Timo Tolkki limself AXEL RUDI PELL
"Still I'm Sad” from Rambow's Cn Stage, 1977 No
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doubting Pell is of & caliber to be on here, but this
song itself was a cover that Ranbew did Paying
tnbute to someone by covenng s cover song they did
1 way, WAY weak Especially to be inspired by the
LIVE version. Eek! Gooed song, even with its dubious
qualifications 1o be here. ENOLA GAY “Heaven and
Hell” from Black Sabbath's Heaven and Hell, 1980
Good enough rendition, but who m the hell 18 Enols
Gay, do enough metal fans know oactly what the
Encla Gay was so this band doesn’t seem queer to
them? Hint: think big bombs and lots of dead
Japansse  thess bands do well in Japan but I'm
wondering how they resct to this band, ha ha ha! 17
this band wasn't on Century Media, would they even
have been considered? Thus band better be big to make
this an sarly special thingy, STEEL PROPHET
“Neon Kmghts" from Black Sabbaths Heaven and
Hell, 1980 Again Steel Prophet show their real
potential. The absolutsly SLAY on every cover
version I've heard them perform, but their own album
{well, the latest anyway, | haven't heard their previous
stuff) just bites. Or blows goats, if you wall They
belong, they hut the song parfectly, and the key 1o the
song, 'Circles and nings, dragons and kings' gets the
proper comph, This song is special to me because it
miakes me giddy that this is the first song on a Sabbath
album where the public got to hear a real singer front
the band | can imagms the relief sveryone falt. Dic
collab d with skilled i he did not ride
their coattails to  success, Absolutely great
SOLITUDE AETURNUS “Shame on the Night®
from Dic's Holy Diver, 1983 Go John go! This is a
tasty doomer which shows exactly why de
Asturmus are one of THE best doom b Eomg
today., Robert Lowe's vocals are impeccable, as
absolutely always, and this band does not deserve to
have the song buned down at the bottom of the second
disc. DESTINY'S END "The Last in Line" from Dic's
The Lax in Line, 1984 Eh. Good band, good song,
but . eh. No magic here. ANGEL DUST *Temple of
the King' from Rambow's Raimbow, 1975 See Enocla
Gay notes, This song just fiicking RULES in its
onginal form, and not because the vocals are all stick
and smooth like Dirk Thurisch laye dowm Dio was
dark, ominous, forlom in s performance of this
ballad. I'm not one to complain about accents
singers, but on a slow, vocally dnven song such as
this, the German accant ust doss not cut it

YELLOW MAGHINEGUN

f you ke hardcore, punk o powerOlence.
go out and get ihis because you'll loveit. |
guarantee ! - Short Wave Warlars 13
$12pPP0
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