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The birds the birds the dead birds are all tolen.
Bone. Dead. All of them. But I have their feet.
3 bave their feet. I have theit feet, I have their feet,
3 bave their feet... I have the feet of the bitds. Into
thege bird feet 3 put all my trust.
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DTHS MGIN

Jguorance, error, cupidity aud fin
Pojsels onr jouls aud exercije our flejh;
Habitually we cultivate remorje
A beggars eutertain aud nurfe their lice.

Our fius ave ftubborn, Cowards wheu contrite
e overpay coufefion with our paiug,
And when we’'ve back again in human mive
Wile tears, we thinf, will wafh away) our jtains.

Thrice-potent Satan in our curjed bed
Lulls us to jleep, our |pivit overtijed,
Hutil the precions metal of our will
J¢ vaporized — that cuming alchemijt!

LBho but the Devil pulls our walfing-|trings!
bominations luve us to their fide;
Gach day we tafe auother jtep to fell,
Dejcending througl the jtench), unhorrified.

Life au erfhaufted vafe who mouths and chews
The martyrized breajt of an old withered whore
e fteal, in pafiug, whatever joys we can,
Squeeiug the driejt ovauge all the move.

Pacted in our braius incejtuous as worms
Our demoug celebrate in drunfen gangs,
Aud when we breathe, that hollow vajp is Death
Sliding invifibly dotwu futo our lings,

Ji the dull cauvas of our wretched lije
Js unembellijhed with juch pretty ware

A fuives ov poijon, pyromauia, vape,
Jt is becauje our joul’s too weaf to dave!

But in this deu of jacfals, moufeys, cnrs,
Scorpions, buszards, juafes... this paradije
O filthy beajts that jeveech), howl, grovel, gruut —
Ju this menagerie of manfiud’s vice

There’s one jupremely hideons aud impure!
Soft-jpofen, uot the thpe to canje a jeene,
He’d willingly mafe vubble of the earth
Aud jwallow up creation in a yaton,

J mean Guuni! who in his hoofalh-dreams
Produces haugmen aud veal tears together.

How well you fuvw this fafjtidious monjter, reader,

— Hhpocrite reader, You! — my double! my brother!

“T0 THE READER™
BY CHARLES BAUDELAIRE 1855
TRANSLATED BY STANLEY KUNITZ
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Tourning, Priest of Koohoo, speak to us and bless us.

— 3 will not bless nou. You are on pour own. When
the time bag come nou'll fall agleep. The ticking clock leadd
araty pour mind. Dimension IV i8 your final destination.
A8 you cease to exist, I promise, pou will scream.

Qlagaly, the princeds of light and daughter of Amaraak
(may bis name forever fall amway) managed to
steal the mind of D. DiSyraah and we regret
this logs: hig memory hangé upon our grey
malls.

Did not already the visuals of
“...Daron” predict thig? Aasab bas taken the
shape of Lilith, one of the bodies of the
daughter of Raagoonshinnaah, and in thig
guige she managed to take over Day, who i8
deen gmall and bent beneath her. Having
captured Day, she i8 alreadyn about to rob
another man’é mind, althougl him not being
ag great a8 Day DiSyraabh, or as bhigh a
Priest.

St roas destined to be?

— Who am I to sap. I don't believe
in this Rind of Destiny. But if nou do, this
might be true in your reality.

But the temaining three of you have
nomw gathered strength in the knomwledge that
Raagoonshinnaah never died but only slept,
and would rige again. Are you approaching
pour past glory?

— QBC can never create a nemw @amn
of Dreams or Dream 11, and we will alwans
continue to change out stple. Still you will
alwapg hear that it is Pan.Thy. Donium.

Sn thede four latest prayers of pours
captured one near ago I feel a rage that
although never having been abgent norw has
gtoron and yes, leads. Was D.D.S. him
mwho brought up the moments of contemplative,
quiet trandcendence — ot do nou tage like the
once defeated but again resurrected mareior
rages: to show bis regained strength? To with
time, control himself more.

— Qes, our music i noro faster and
mote aggressive than ever. Danbe that is
because D.D.S."8 departure, I don’t knoro.
Qe like it roben it rages.

You wish to fill up Day’s place by fin
ding a ner conjuter of the fout-gpirited insteu-
ment — but rould nou be able to manage the Cult without
the box of manp voices that he also mastered?

— 3 can't ansmwer this question. We will never re-
leage anthing if roe’re not datigfied, that's all I can sa.

38 Amaraakh pute light? He cannot be, then we rwould
not hate him as the father of all lies and hypocrigy. 3f the
light of Amataak (may his name forevet fall aran) ig not pure,
how can the Darkness of Raagoonshinnaah, our Master, be
pure Dackness? For if Amaraab is not light, he i8 dark, and
if be i8 dark, Raagoonghinnaal mugt be the Sod of Light.

Do e, the disciples and the Priests, worship the Sod
of Gernthing Empty and Light? Ot i8 the togetherneds of
Amataah ad falde a8 big light? That mould fill up the
@mptiness of Raagoonshinnaak and ridicule our belief.

Ot i8 Raagoonshinnaal and the land of Beheed

PAN.THY MONIUM

Raagoonshinnaah was defeated, he was filled
with joy and togetherness and he died. But

after one or seven lifetimes below the surface of
the Sea of Naaak, he rose! Raagoonshinnaah
was again empty, and the God of Nothingness
returned to lead his consecration.

Beyond Al Conception? Did i make mpself a heresy with
my doubt in is Darkness?

— The light can never be pure in the same wan ag
darkness. The purest darkness ig unexisting in emptiness
of utter nothingness. I8 Amaraah good in an evil way, o
evil in a good way? You can never be sure.

To return back in time: on “Khaooohs” nou bad grown
tired and rorong pomwers almost took control — nou fought
them mwell but they left their mark on the gilver circle. We
agree about thig, although i, a disciple not pet filled by the
Ultimate Gmptiness and only halfrempty, 8till can enjo it.

But do you, Mourning, have confidence in pour
collective Tothingneds and ¢ tly the Mothingness of
the prayers of Pan.Thy. Monium not to fall into the same trap
again?

— Khaooohs ras not a woethy follorsup to Daron of
Dreams. Dedpite that I still like some parts on Khaooobs,
but we will not fall into the dame trap again. Maybe another
trap?

You bid mention the vision of yours to ghare your
RNothingness with mortals — in perdon. But no matter hor
much a mags of this Rind intrigues me... i am
not convinced it would work.

Qlre you serious about it? Are Derelict
and Winter as much into the vision? May
Raagoonshinnaah walk the earth), but should
be Do it in thig faghion or at this time?

— We have no neatby plans to do
that. e have talked about it since we started
the band back in 1990, but never realized it.
Will we ever play live? If pou live, pou'll
find out. If pou die, you won't.

DMy very own disyraab, although not
being of interest as i am only a disciple and
only balf-empty, roould be to see pour future
gilver circleg in no greater amounts than hund-
ted times five... it may sound mabd.

DBut gtill, geeing that you actually are
not sure about releasing anpthing at all
anpmore, creating and singing nour songs and
praers only for pourselves: i feel it roould be
a good golution.

Zhe Qult must remain small.

— Zhe Qult i8 not $mall. 3If you
think P.TM. 8 the only map to
Raagoonshinnaalh, then nou’re wrong.
Anybody might be a follomwer.

ur u

Something i or my other elves never
bave understood is the Celtic related pentacle
gymbol upon the “Dawn of Dreams” silver
ciecle. I8 not the mwigdom of Sebeeb
otherrordly? The Telts had risdom but the
Gastle of Koohoo stands not upon earthen
ground ot wigbom.

— Who days it bas anything to do
woith Eeheeb ot the Tastle of Koohoo? Many
gymbols have been uged in diffecent ages and
different cultures, and they have not alwans
habd the same meaning to Ddiffecent people.

Who rvas DMaab, the Losdt Prince of
the Lnholy Gloom, defeated in “Khaooohs & Kon-Fug-Jon"?
Did e algo fall into a mere slumber when Amaraabh thought
him dead?

— Look deep into yout mindeave and see for pourself.
I me, all that i left of him i8 his memory that haunts the
lost dimengion of Beeebh, But I could be rrong. AS long
as thig dimengion 8tang cloged, we can not knomw for sure.

Tourning, conjurer of the six Spitits and a creator of
Gmptiness, you also know how to rwalk the gkies and sail the
clouds. Does thig leave a trace in pour Musick?

— Zhere are a [ot of traces in our music. But where
o they lead?

ot Gmptiness in Eebeeb and within ug: fare thee well,
DMoutning. Please leave us nor.

DIG,

ART BY PAW

PAN.THY MONIUM 1880: PHOTOS BY VENA
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About two years ago, I happened to
hear a rehearsal by Night Conquers
Day, the song being "What Was And
Never Shall Be Again”. An epic,
dramatic piece of individualistic
black metal. It was merely a
rehearsal, and rehearsals can seldom
sound more than "promising” if even
that. Well, this piece was promising
to say the least. Now Night
Conquers Day has matured enough
to outgrow some early rehearsal
tapes. Officially still a new band by
all means but as the music implies,
and this interview confirms, they
didn’t buy their first toy guitars or
tin drums on Wednesday last week.

By the tuen of the near from ‘96 into ‘97 it was
time to hear Some more Night Conquers Day, this
time in the ghape of balf an hour of abvance mate-
tial feom their upcoming full length album. Full
length indeed, rve are talking about 74 minutes.

This material definitely beserves more
digcusgion. Thus, time to put the letters aside and
instead hand over a bagful of questions at the man
in charge.

Dello Mike, are nou still in possession of
vour own thoughts or have they been replaced by
somebodn elge’s?

— 3 believe that 3 am still in control of
them.  Although I would not be surpriged if the
restless spirit of Friedrich Mietzsche mere to invade
mpy mind, rendeting me completely insane, bound
for a mental institution to spend the rest of mp
pears.

— Perbaps it roould be a pleasant vacation
from the mretched reality of being a part of our
Soceital mobeen [ife, with all its monen rorghip and
neurosges,

Well es. As [ong as nou’d have access to
a studio, then 3 won't deny that vacation from pou.
Homw have the recording gedgions with the Night
onquers Day material been? Ean pou tell us a
little about the Studio and if nou bad any particular
problems or the like?

— Problems ig a huge understatement, 3
bhave pet to read or beard about anp recording
experience like ours! Qe started recording in May 1996. 3 oron
my oron 8-track studio, which T brought to my bassplaner's house.
Qe get it up in his bagement. T rented sSome mictophones and
brought some. We mic’ed up the whole deum get and one guitar.
Qreg bad been plaping with us since e wece in Buried Beneath,
80 be planed the scratch guitar track 20 T could record the drums.
e finighed the drums in a week, although it took two attempts.
The next dtep mag to record the two quitar tracks, mine and
Greg’s, and the bass. Also, on two Songs Tim (bass) mas go-
ing to plap thythm guitar instead of Steg, since Tim rorote these
two songs and he could plap them best. In Jume T recorded mp
thythm tracks but Greg kept missing practice. Se did not show
up for a month or two. We mwere getting prettn pissed off. He
bid finally 8hom up, and recorded a thotbm track on one song, the
one be wrote. By this time, T had to move. I moved in mith
mp gielfeiend, and nomw we were moving into our new bousge at the
end of August. So evernthing mwas postponed since I bad to
spend a few weeks packing evernthing e omned into boxes.
Dioving i8 the most helligh experience!

3 bo know what you mean,

— 3 al$o bad to do a lot of painting and wotk on the house
Toe wete moving into. By mid-September, T mas Settled into the
nemw house. Mo I decided to move the tecording equipment into
my house. So we moved our, my, recording Etudio. Then e
roaited for Greg to show up and finigh his guitar tracks. We
moaited, and raited, and maited. By Hallomeen ‘96 we gave up
on Breg.

— 3 recorded the regt of the quitars in November. I'd
alreaby done most of the vocals and Repboards. By December
foe were almogt done, except for a fer [ittle vocal parts and the
kepboard pieces ot nerw Renboardist had roritten. IBe were finally
bone in January! Ob, I forgot to mention the delay in RNovem-
ber when water flooded my bagement! o equipment mag
bamaged but the bagement carpeting got soaked and it was a
HUGE clean-up that last tmo weeks. Sn Gebruary me took our
rough mixes to a pro-stubdio called Watchmen Studio, and mwe
mixed it onto DAT with Doug White. He helped improve our
deum sound. My 8-track tecording studio allows me the freedom
to record ohen I mant to but final mixes need to be done in a pro-
8tudio. My oron studiv is called WMortuary Temple Studio. Our
final recording is 74 minutes [ong and mwas gurelyy worth the effort.

VARLD,

My future 8olo project tecordingg mill also be done in mp own
Studio,

Have pou found a label pet that would be interested in
releasing thig material as pour debut album? Dou don't find it
bazardous to recoed an entire album without baving a deal, do pou?

38 not theze a danger that it will take nou a mwbile to find a
Suitable label and another considerable while to let them releage
the album? 3$ not there a danger that the material will be quite
cutbated once it finally sees the light of dap, I mean, darkness
of might?

— 3'm pretin used to delans and bagards. Our recording
i8 beavp and original. 3 bope it doesn't take a pear to get it out.
e are looking for a label that mill put it out with no delay.

3 didn’t knomw guch labels existed,

— 3 &till bave no ideas for the cover art pet but the rest ig
all ready. We have one Guropean label interested... and I think
we'll find someone to put it out on €D. In the gea of mebdiocre
releages, I really think we are a shining jewel. And I do not
think our music will become outdated. I think it'8 quite timeless
actually. I've ligtened to the songs at least 1000 times ovet,
and 3'm not net bored with them.

Yes, this recording certainly does appear to be gomething
out of the otdinary — and thig 3 say mwith full Sincerity. "The
First Snowfall”, ag the recording i called, boes have identity
enough to differ from the masses. With being outdated I sups
pose 3 mainlyy meant the recording itself: a bealthy band improves
constantly, and thug a postponed recording (cloger to the releage)
could result in a better product. But I agree, with thig material
thete i8 no reagon to worey,

Jorw about the inteo called "The Defeat of Light (By the
Might of the Conqueror)”. I felt it bad some pretty obvious
Mottiig influences.

— e changed the title to “Gastern Winds Mount the
Birgin Winter”. Thig better suited the musical landbscape. Well,
the intro wag planed and composed by Raistlyn, our kenboard.
ist. De's 18 pears old and he's never heard Mortiis,

3 suppose 3 was rrong then. Linless we bring in Jung's
theoties about the universal subconscious. 2t gome later point,

pethaps.

— 3 think it'8 much better planed than
Woetiis. 3 like Mortiis a lot, but be boes emplon
simple Repboatd plaping. Raistlyn really knorws
bow to play. 3t's a complex piece. Raistlyn ig
beavily influenced by hig oron inganity. He's veally
ingane... hig music i8 a sort of musical painting
of thege reitd vigions in big mind. He aldo gmokes
a lot of marijuana. He's really out there, even
without the pot. Personally, 3 think he might get
committed to a mental asplum before our next
tecording. Raistlyn wrote one other instrumental
piece on the recording called "Rightfall's
Promige”. And bhe plans kenboards on one of the
8ongs. 3 bo all the rest of the Repboards.

Another alleged influence, one that 3 find mote
positive ag it i8 [e$8 common, ate the occagional
bints to Qlttila Csibar in pour vocals — blended
with the black metal vocalg and the Ring Diamond
influences. The vocals on "De Mysteriis Dom
Sathanas” mabde quite an impression on pou when
pou heard them, right?

— King Diamond ig definitely an influence!
Dercyful Fate's "Don't Break the Oath” LP ras
the first album 3 really got into back in eaely 1985
(along with Benom's "Possessed” LP). I mag,
i8, and alwaps shall be a buge fanatic of old
Dercyful Fate (1981.1985). I think the
ceformed Mercpful Fate sucks. Anbd lately, since
1994, Ring Diamond’s wvoice sounds o
overproduced... $o clean. J like that tar sound he
bab in the old Fate dans. Like on the demos, I
anted to abd some of that into our sound. So I
did.

— But Attila Csibar i8 not an influence.
Yeab, 3 fuckin’ love the Manhem €D, and 3 like
the old Tormentor (Hun) demos, but it's really just
pute chance that 3 gounbd [ike bim bere anbd there.
3 bo bear the similarity. And that's fust the Sound
that came out of my) theoat. Ylctuallyy my prive vocal
influences are RKing Diamond, Quorthon
(Bathory's early £P's), Malhavoc (Can) 1986
bemo, Living Death on "Metal Revolution” £9,
Mille of Kreator on "Pleasure To Kill”, the vox
on Doebid Angel's "Thy Kingdom Come” 1987
bemo and the debut €D of Immortal in 1992,
And 3'm currently expanding my vocal abilities. .
expetimenting with different thoat Sounds. 3 like
vatiety... especially the may King Diamond does
it theoughout hig recording historn (5is last good 2P
was "The Ene” in 1992).

— DBut the two people you compare me to are
both rate comparigons, 8o 3 bdo find them complimentary. 3 put
a lot of mork into mp vocals and the effects placement... 3 uged
only reverb and some echo-delan. 3 like to uge effects, unlike all
these pseudo-Chrig Barnes grunters who are $o proud of their “no
effects” statements! Wost of nou suck!

Still, if one can perform good, varied vocals with as little
effects ag posgible — none? — then it i bardly a deamback

OTHS MGZN

3 bave not read any of nour N.C.D. lyrics but if 3 knom
anything about nou a8 a person, 3 do not think thep ate the typical
black metal drivel: with this I refer to the generic Iyricg of some
topical pubescent who tries to rebel against big parents through
black metal... 3 claim to have seen a little too many sad examples
of this.

Snstead, I guess nou strive to be a little more poetic, with
titles such ag "The Fiest Snowfall”. SHll, the darfness is there,
of course, already in the band name. Would nou like to enlighten
us about nour [yrical intentions and mways, pleage.

— Zhis i8 difficult to do, because some of my Iyrics are so
surceal. Gome 8ongs have a general theme that is laced with my
bream imagery, or metap p Zhe song "The First
Snorofall” i¢ actually the eagiest to understand. Our bandname,
Jight Conquers Day, refers to the metaphorical "battle” beteen
banlight anb night, which continues throughout each pear with the
earth’s otbit around the sun. In the summe, the earth ig cloger
to the dun, causing the dans to be longet and more bdominating.
Anbd in the rinter the nights are longer and more dominating. 3
[ove mwinter! 3 grer up here in Rochester and we get long mwinters
with [oté of Snow. I've wotked night shift for nears... so I go
to 8leep at daron and sleep all day. Springtime for me ig bell...
3'm allergic to grads and pollen g0 3 8neee and bide indoors
mostly.

— ©o our bandname refers to the time of pear when night
conquers bay. A8 a theme, one can tell when the glorious winter
bag atrived mhen the first snomfall arrives. So the gong "The
First Snorfall” simply exalts the start of our minter Seagon and
the emotions relating to it. Anbd since we want thig recording to
be out fitst €D, it'8 alo a plap on words. Our TD i3 our "firat
gnomfall”, ]

hinpical il

NIGHT CONQUERS DAY
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— The last song on the TD also uges the theme. 3t'8
called "Footprints In the Snow QRhere the Wanbderer Has
Been”. Ihig title i8 a metaphor for a philosopbical outlook.
Basialy, a wanbderer i8 one robo teeadd big oron path... on the
bunt, for knoroledge, experience, etc. to {eave bebind footprints for
others to follorw. We are not folloroing footptints... we are leaving
them for othets to follom. Dy mentality is that of a leader, anbd
not a folower, Anbd that's what we steive to do with out music.

— % algo have gome Inrics dealing with vern melancholic
gothic comanticism. “What Bas And Never Shall Be Again”
beal8 with two douls crigd crossing lifestimes, trning effortlessly
to recreate a love that once was. The ceality i8 that it roon’t ootk
out the Same roay... Qove i8 meant to be melancholy. It will
nevet be again rbat it once was. Zhis relates to my theory of
beath into a new body. 3 find thig gong’s theme to be 8o
anguighed, pet 8o real.

— Qlnother gong, "Banighed From My Cnes”, i8 my
statement that it'é better to [ust than to try to {ove. Why bother
ith meakening emotions and the bavoe of the female mind, wben
there's g0 many eatthly pleasutes to indulge in. 3t'8 a colb view
toardé relationships with women rho ace not like me. 3 find

most women’s thinking patterns to be quite ireational and
achizopheenic...

Ves.

—_...pet a beautiful body i8 &tilla beautiful boby regardless
of homw irtitating theic mentality may be. So far, I'm the only
[yricist in the band.

iv.

-

QBell, pou seem to be contented with pour task. 3f we then
move on to the musical gide of Tight Conquers Dan: isn't this
the band you otiginally roanted Buried Beneath to be?

3 nevet heard many dongs by Buried Beneathy but 3 have
the impeedsion that the test of the band never were too Reen on
Developing the sound of the band feom rather étandard death metal
to gomething mote... exquigite?

— Zhat's it exactly. 3'm one of the only people in
Rochester who wantebd to plap black/death. Goer band 3 was
in never achieed my vision. 3 had to otk with musicians
available to me. Qctually mny fiest band Dorbid Gstasy was
cloger to my ideal than Buried Beneath). What Right Conquers
Day has become i8 what 3've been tening to ceeate for peats. 3n
Ruried Beneath, it was our drummer that never wanted to
bevelop. He was into black metal imageen but e mwanted to plan
music like Sncantation, Ycheron, Morbid Angel, etc... be wanted
to play black/death/grind. 3 hate grind!! I usually gave in and
" compromiged”.

— Bhen I joined BDuried Beneath 3 was playing in a
banb with a guitar plaer that wrote boring 8ongs and a drummet
who couldn’t keep time. Fo plan with a guitarist into Deicide and
Obituary ras a step cloger fo my ideal. Some of my earlier Songs
ate total death metal, ruined by grunting vocal8 and grindy
brumming. A8 Buried Beneath evolved, my $tyle roas mote bo-
minant... edpecially on the thitd demo. PBut it was reaching a
point where 3 tealized our drummer was a total fake. Out vocalist
wag gimply obening my commanbds. Qnbd it wasn’t wotking.

— 3 like beath) metal, but to me death metal i8 TNeceovore,

NIGHT CONQUERS DAY

Posgedsed... I did not mant to plap beath metal like Sncantation
or Gannibal Cotpge. I mwanted elements of beatl metal but 3
roanted a black metal feel. I manted kepboards. The band let
me bo a kepboatd inteo on the firt bemo '92. On the 8econd bemo
193 3 wanted [oté of henboards but no one ranted them. 3 got
to put them on tro riffs. And our original vocalist reas into that
rohole "No effects on mp voice”. Tto reverb, no echo. It sounded
80 boring!! The nemw vocalist on the lasgt B.B. demo mwas a
puppet. 3'd tell bim to ude big “black metal voice” more... but
he'd 8till o hig deep grunting shit. B the time I took over the
vocals, the drummer quit.

— 3n Night Conquers Day we still bo not really have a
brummer. On out recording I am playing the drums, most of
the guitars, most of the Repboards, and all of the vocals! I need
too clones of mpgelf in otber to have a banb!!

9l goobd ibea, I need some clones of mpself ag well.

Qou had quite a bit of problems voith members in the Buried
Beneath dans, hadn't pou? Fot example the drummer geemed to
be a rathet ittitating petson, causing other members to leave, but
you could not Kick him gince finding a nem drummer appeated
tough...

$How did you find the membets to RNight Conquers Day, ot
did they find nou?

— Burieb Beneath had a stable lineap from 1992-93.
Then our other guitar plaper quit. He habd written the music on
the fiest demo. We still planed the Songs be rrote but rve nevet
again had a stable thythm quitarigt. Ttany of them bid not get
along with our drummer, Zim played bass in Buried Beneath
gince it8 formation.

— St i8 Tim that i with me in RNight Gonquers Dap. Breg
roas a thythm guitarist that plaped in Buried Beneath) at the time
voe gplit up. So he plaped with me and Tim until hig corsardly
departure in October 1996. He's out of the band. De started
another band that planes grunge beath metal... some 8hit that
sounbds like Pro-Pain or Fear Factory.

— OBhen Butied Beneath ended, me and Zim simply
continued to otk together with Sreg. I started plaping drums
at reheardald, anbd we gtarted mwotking on nemw $ongs. "What
QRas And Never Shall Be Again” is a song 3D tried to teach
our old drummer but he thought it was “a boring black metal
ong”. The three of ug recorded the October ‘95 rehearsal demo.
QRe’ve tried to find a drummer but it's imposéible. Thete are no
goob drummets bere. The fer that are good just want to plap
topical death metal tppe stuff.

__ Recently we did find two gups to reheacse with us. One
plans drumsg and one playg guitar. Thep're good enough to
tehearse with anbd play a concert with but I still think my
drumming Style Defines our band. So I’ &till be the drummet
on recordings. Thede troo ner memberé mill be Session members
for live gig8 for now but time roill tell. Ve adbed Renboardist
Raistlyn in February '96. But be's currentln without a car and
very unteliable. Dis future with us might just be a gedsion
musician. De and Tim are Night Conquers Dap. These other
members ate teenagers 8till finding themselves. Zim is 20 and
S am 25 pears old. 3t'8 frustrating!

Regatding Raistlyn, it did not take more than three dans
aftet the completion of this interview that Mike rweote in i letter:

__ lctually pestecdan Raistipn has quit the band. De has
no portation, So we'(l peobably just use bim to record intros
or ingtrumental pieces on future recordings.

)

Snto the Sunless Metidian, does it exist anpmore? 3
unberstoobd the birth of Might Tonquers Dan bas now given nou
that attigtical freedom that was the reagon whp pou originally
founbed this solo project, anbd had thus made Jnto the Sunless
Meridian superfluous.

— Ro, Into the Sunless Teridian still exists. 3t's just
been on biatus for about troo years. Zhe "Sex Magick” demo
#72 came out in 1995 anb it's been quiet gince. In Man 1996
S bid record derum teacks for a debut €D that was going to be
bone for Unigound Records, but after the problemé 3 had with
Shadowcaster in the summet of '96, I chose not to bo annthing
with Unigound. Those dbrum tracks sat on teel for nine montbg.
In Gebruarn I dug them out and I have finished all the guitars
and bass. 3 still must complete the vocals, kenbaords and solos.
Dy bagement flooded again last eek..

Fun!

—— .80 that bas delaned the 3.3.6.M. recording. I have
geven dongs plug a cover of Merepful Fate's " Corpse Without
Soul”, When complete, I will secka {abel to release it a8 a debut
GD. 3 need a label that mill pan the $200 cost of mixing it onto
DAT. Ihig new recording is Supreme. Heavily indpired by
19808 stuff like Living Death, Ragor, Destruction, Slaughter

1980’8 influences, as well a8 experiment with vocal tyles. 3
think the new Into the Sunleds Qeridian even equals Night
Gonquers Day although 3.3.6.9N. i8 more of a power/black/
gpeed metal evolution.

"Strike Doron Mythogtaphet”, the “extremely rough mix
atubio teack” from March this year that Mike has ghared mwith me,
bints about nice things.

...9laand e continue with Shadborcaster. Horw ig the €D
gelling? Here I will aldo give nou the opportunity to waen people
about one certdin label, if nou wish... and 3 think pou do.

— 3 really haven't gold too many. Unigound delaped the
ED'8 I got by four months go they beat me fo all digtributors
anb initial sales. Unigound aldo cost me $500 just to get the
200 ED'é omwed to me.

Sounds a little like Michael Piesch, I think.

—_ 3've dent out Some ptomos, done some teabes and sold
gome. But I still have about 100 Teft. A bunch of really band
and immature tevierwd probably did not belp. 3 would abdvige
evernone to avoid Unisound FRecorbs! This gun i8 a leach. 3If
pou want to bup a €D on hig label, buy it only from the band
directl, ot from another bistributor. Zhe Gquinox €D i8 excels

Mikael

fent! S am gelling mp €D for $12 (U.S.) ot $13 (woeld). I'd
sure like to knoro homw much money Unigound has mabe off of me!!

ee you sure? In nout Situation, 3 don't think 3 would.
In Maggot Eolony jine nou mention that nou roould (ike to bo
the goundtrack for a hoteot movie, "egpecially a very gotn one”.
$How come? A8 T see it, psnchological hoteor movied tend to be
a Lot more bisturbing than a movie concentrated on explicit gore
anbd flping limbs. Such movies mostly end up a8 mete comedies.

— QRell, I'd like to Seea roell-done gote movie. 3'm into
certain claggics, like Goil Dead, Creepers, Bates of Hell... 3
like the ity! 3 alo like pénchological horeors, gcisfi (Alien,
Star Trek...), and other unusual movies. 3 have strange taste
in filmg. 3'D like to dee a pénchyhoeeor film with [otg of gore...
that would be geeat. 3 [ike to watch grapbic 8bit on film and TV.
It'8 entertaining. I don't like gore foe the gafe of gore, though.
That becomes comical. One nemw gore flick 3 aw that was good
roas "Castle Freak”. One of mp favourites i8 "Deney: Porteait
of a Serial Killer".

That's a good one.

% al8o like sutreal movies with beptessive themes... like
"The Last Bood Time". My alltime favourite movie i8
"Braveheart”. That i8 an excellent film.

Qes... but "Josferatu: Gine Symphonie des Grauens”
from 1922 i8 gomething extraotdinaty for me. 3 knom the
storpline i8 basically non-existant, fo example, but the charm, the
atmosphere ...cats me. An escapistic loger living the rorong
centurn, that i8 me.

nother movie that 3 bid enjop particulatly much i8
"D ellamorte Dellamore”. This trigted, bizaree story bas a

bress S immebiately could relate to! Have pou geen it, Mike?

Qord, Possessed, Mercpful Fate, Acid, QBoivod, Running Wild,
etc etc. Qots of strange ibeas, styled and headbanging.

__ 3'm algo doing it a lot like the demos... all gongs are
Iotitten around improviged drum planing. Al tiffg and structures
ate bone arounbd the drum tracks J recorded in Mayp '96. A totally
backmards wap to construct songs. Since a lot of Into the
Sunless Meridian ideas have bled into what i now Night
Gonquers Dan, I'Il use 3.3.8.9M. to expand more on my

3t i8 an Jtalian movie from 1994 by Michele Soavi, and in
Olmerica it was distributed with the incredibly dull name
#Gemeteryy Man” — the correct translation rould be "Of Deatbh,
of Qove”.

__ S've never seen this movie. But with a title like
"Gemetery Man”, I probably avoided it. But I'll have to go
to the video rental and see if they bave it. 3 like movies mwith
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troigted sucreal storplines. Have pou ever seen "Gothic” or "The
Lair of the White Worm"?

Jo. Jot even possessing a television set, I selbom watch
filmg.

— These were good movies, "Altered States” and “Alien”
ate aldo cult clagsics!

Vvi.

My allround ebucation does not feature the former, but I
agree about the latter. OFf courge. But back to mugic. Wag
Moebid Eestasgy pout fiest band? How long did it last and rwhat
mwas the reagon for the 8plit? The clagsic cage of not finding the
tight persons, ot a lack of personal interest?

Then nou rwere in Secluded Violence for a fero months, then
it broke up as well. After about tro nears of half-hearted projects
with questionable monickers (eh!) you founbed Astaroth but the
following pear nou joined Buried Beneatly indtead. AWe have
been talking about influences ealier in this intervierr — perbaps
we ghould add another influence to the list: Sames Murphy! I
am refeceing to the restlessness...

Qlre pou a hard person to deal with, or domething? Ha.

— Morbid Cestasy was my fiest “real” band. Before that,
3 bad concepts, Iyricg, T even had whole 2ongé recorded on tape
with just my guitar tiffs. De and three friends had a band called
Ababddon in 1987. For five months we planned our first
tehearsal. 3t never happened. I began in Dorbid Ccstasy in
1988. 3 planed guitar, and I wrote the music and [yrics. Our
drummer ras really tight. He was really into Slaner and Death.
Our bassist aldo was good. Our vocalist had an incredible death
metal voice for our fieét troo rehearsals. Then he lost it.

— He could not ging on time, he could not memorize Iyrics,
and be étarted to sound like a dying frog. I have two songs
recorded from a rehearsal in 1988... the vox sound good on one
of the ongs. 3 just found our debut rehearsal version of the song
"Golgotha”. It sounds better than the other rehearsal version.
Our music was dark death metal... with elements of black metal
and #peed metal. Our bassist quit after six months and we split
up.

— 3 joined a local band called Secluded Biolence roho had
already tecorded a bemo in March 1988, But three months la-
tee, they éplit up. I mag in a ferw other balf-agged bands ith
ridiculous monicRers... Then mwere just bands to fuck around in.
One band, Benital Aspbyxiation, wag just a band that planed
patties mwhile everpone got drunk or fucked. Sort of a death metal
8.9.9. with perverted yrics by the vocalist.

— 3n 1990 3 founded Astaroth, again on a quest to create
datk black/death. The other guitar plaper was heavily into old
Kreator and Slayer. While I was in thig band, I got arrested
for stealing gravestones, brandishing me as a "tombstone thief”
in local nemspapers.

— Qstaroth roas the source of my first live shor experience.
But our drummer could not keep time. He was alwans off-beat,
ot forgetting when to change a tiff. 3t was embarradsing. Our
bagsist/vocalist bid that deep geunting thing. I became boted of
it, and I even did vocals on one song. But my voice rwould hurt
and 3’ hyperventilate. It mas too bard planing guitar and doing
vocals for me backin 1991. The other quitar plaper also started
writing a lot of happy thrash riffs... and 3 did not like big new
gongs.

— Soin eatly 1992, 3'd heard about Some gups who had
started jamming, and then did not have a band name pet. TWhen
3 beatd death metal, 3 jumped at the chance for @ new stast Since
Qgtaroth had run itd courde. The drummer Sucked, the vocals mere
boerible and it just wasn’t working. After I joined this new band,
3 came up with the name Buried Beneath.

— 3n mp eatlier bands, 3 do not think I mwas hard to work
with. 3 ras in bands that almwans bad someone who was not too
talented. 3 am a perfectionist. 3 like the music to Sound tight...
3 bhate sloppiness, or people who can’t keep time. 3 put up with
poot mugiciang gimply due to the lack of good ones. The only band
that 3've actually quit was Astaroth. The others all split up or
broke up due to other members. Buried Beneath was one long
frustrating musical waste.

— Perbaps I became ovetbearing with my ideas, but if nou
[igten to our third demo and compare it to our first demo, 3 think
pou’d agree that my Songroriting and ideas Sound much better than
the boring 8bit the other quns wrote. I was sort of relieved when
Buried Beneatl ended. No more off-time fake drummer to deal
with. Jlothing I'D been doing roas evet evolving into what I'd
wanted... g0 Night Conquers Day i8 the first band in which I
really am gatisfied with the outcome. I& it a coincidence that I
plap most of the ingtruments?

3f one ranté domething to be done well, or done in the first
place, one must do it himself. Although this map not guarantee
a petfect result, one at least knows where the fault i8 and how it
ig eliminated.  Homwever, I guess nou can look back at these
pears with content gince it wag good training after all, don't pou
think 807

— 3t was goobd training. I've leatned not to tolerate sloppy
musgiciang. 3t ig thig point that indpited me to start mp solo
projects. 3D concluded in late 1993 that pechaps a one man band
rould gatigfy me, and take my focug out of trying to make Buried

MITT

Beneath my musical ideal. That's how Into the Sunless Me-
ridian started. And it's the reagon I have three other golo projects:
Shadorocaster, Tearstained and my nemwest creation (robich is till
"in the wotks”) Neo-Barbarian. I just wish some of the Norge
and Swedigh musicians were exportable. There are a lot of
talented mugicians over there and I need a drummer!

QYou heard that, send the man a drummer!

vii.

Qan nou tell us about Praige Cteenal Night 3ine and ité
brief existence? Do pou think pou will ever return to this profes.
ion in cage you would, for example, stop planing music: or does
the cadio station fill up the gap left by the zine?

— & really enjoned doing that jine. That began at a time
when I was Kicked out of the rabio station I D.T.’ed at since
1989. 3 babd threatened to smash a vending machine down the
ball from the radio station because it was repeatedly stealing my
money. Since the rabio station i8 at a college, the campus Security
congidered my threat “bagardous” to their safety, since I really
[ost my temper on the phone with them. 3 was temporarily kicked

Dellamaﬁe éllamore

out of the station.

— &0 3 began Praige Eternal Night sine. My friend Ron
continued the radio 8how without me for about eight months. In
this time 3 put out my bdebut igdue. But one big problem was
monen. You make no money putting out a sine. I do not know
bhow pou, or anpone elge, can afford it, really.

Qeither do I.

— But I liked doing interviers and straight formard
revierwd. 3 gtill get people roriting me about mp 3ine. Anpmwans,
3 got back into the radio station by the end of 1994 anbd that
became my priotity again. 3 did plan on doing a gecond idsue.
3 had some fuckin’ excellent interviers with Doonspell, Absu,
about twelve intervierws that were really great. I did 1008 of
realln critical revieros... but my monen was nil. 3 had no monen
to print it. My friend was going to help me and he had gotten
into ome legal problem# and could not gpare the monen. So I
turned to gome “friends” to print my stuff. I rorote letters to a
bunch of other gines, told them what I bad to offer, and ashed if
they roanted my stuff to print it.

Sn fact, Mike offered me thede intervierss in mid-1995 but
< mpself bhabd to give amwap cloge to ten interivervs to other zines.
Jtone of these int ¢ have been published. He continues

— % of mp Stuff rent to Lord Demonichus of Innards
sine. The rest went to Shane Brener of Lintil Daron zine. These
troo morons never put out thei next issues. Then roasted my time,
laid waste to mp hard work and never returned any of my stuff.

Shane Bteper went on to try and start Some pseudorintellectual
mat with me but Shane was 8o childish. A real inferiority
complex. A friend of big rorote a bunch of childigh hit about me
in Some otber 3ine, then turned out to be a robole circle of cowardly
immatuce chilbren. So all in all, 3 had a vern negative
experience. The only reason I'd do the zine again i8 if my radio
8how ended. There are 0 many jines nowadans. Anb if thep've
not Davthvs quality, roby bother with the rest? No ass kissing
intended... pou do a good gine. Danbe a more interesting cover
art next time? Ha ha.

Tell, how do pou like the cover of this issue, Mike? And
finally, hor i8 Sonic Insanity going? The pros and cons in being
a D.J. compared to being a jine editor?

— 3 love boing Sonic Insanity. I've done it gince 1989
except for troo poids... one as during a station shutborn in 1993
for 8ix months for a power increase, and the other was my

P pensi tioned eatlier, in 1994, I just like
ceanking music for three hours. 3 can control what people in
Rochester listen to. We play the most extreme underground stuff.
Our show has quite a lonal following. In recent pears our scene
bas died off, 8o not a8 many people listen, but we’(l continue till
we're Dead. Cight nears i8 a pretty long time for a metal radio
shorw. We play lots of new stuff, plus the occasional classic
1980’8 stuff too. We have a lot of freedom to do and plan what
e want, IWe just can’t swear or play songs that sap "Fuck”.

Zhat's the good thing with zines. Fuck fuck fuck fuck.

— TBe've gotten amway with a lot of crazy shit. We bo anti
X-mas specials, anti-Gaster dpecials, solstice celebration themes
and out annual Hall, shom i8 my fi ite. 3 have lots of
our ghors on tape, 8o if anyone wants a sample, Send a tape! IWe
play most promos e get, black/death/doom. e do not plap
Metallica, Biohazard or Panteta type shit. We focus on Absu,
Satyricon, Cradle of Filth, Sebenna, Cnslaved, Dark Funeral,
[ot8 of obscure €D'8 and clagsic vinyls too. Being a D.J.
involves no stregs, no money matters and no houts in front of a
typervriter. It'8 much more prefecable over being an ovetrworked
unbetpaid gine editor.

— 3 also D.J. with my long time friend Ron, "The Coil
GEne”, 8o he usually andrers the phones and helps out in the stu-
bdio. We plan the shomw together but I do most of it since 3 lis,
ten to the music constantly and 3 rorite to record labels or get abold
of @D’8. JRon ig dort of stuck in the metal pear of 1993 still.
He boegn’t listen to that much black metal or newer stuff. But
3 think we wotk good together onsthe-air.

3 suppose I ghould give nou a chance to wipe the blood from
pour fingers after hours of roriting. Thank pou for pour time, thank
pou....

— QRhat fingers? T just have these bloody stumps left.
Zhanks Timo for pour intriguing questions and support of Night
@onquers Dan. I would like to mention that my Shadborvcaster
debut €D 8 available from me for the earlier mentioned price.
And be on the look out for the Night Conquers Day debut ED
entitled "The First Snowfall” out sometime in mid-1997,
hopefully. Gmbeace pure datkness. Strife i evolution.

P.S. Night Conquers Dan's debut i8, like can be seen on
page geventy, safely out on Hammetheart Records. Into the
Gunless Meridian i8 at the time of roriting, January 1898, just
being finished and the album mwill be released through Near Dark
Productions.

I'll let him tell about it himself:

important to me.

it was so great!

Bty

Mike did run into problems with Sonic Insanity, his radio show, during October.

— My radio show has been suspended 2 weeks, and hopefully we won’t be
cancelled. After eight years, a CHRISTIAN fuckhead may have ruined it all!
A police report has been filed against me and the radio station, because I sent out §
flyers to listeners who wanted to receive them. On one flyer (for Gorgon’s new CD) 8
is a pic of a chick masturbating with a crucifix. The kid turned out to be 14 years
old, and his dad is a sincerely INSANE christian who was “appalled” at the
sacrilege! I talked to the kid and his dad on the phone, and after ten minutes of P
hearing his dad call me the "cancer of society”, I told him to go ﬁuk him.tt{f and
hung up! We’re charged with "sending pornography to a minor”. Next Tuesday is
the BIG meeting with radio station staff to decide our fate. I should be able to
convince them to keep us on... I'm good at manipulating arguments. Until then,
I'm ridden with anxiety and HATRED FOR CHRISTIANDOM!!!

— If they kick us out, I really will probably completely LOSE it. I keep
fantasizing about kicking the shit out of the music director. I want to bring a
butcher knife with me to the meeting. Just in case. Sounds crazy, I know, but
this radio show is my livelihood. Our show IS the local metal scene.
Eradicating us means basicly KILLING our metal scene. So it’s extremely

...After a few days Mikael, nowadays a true e-mail enthusiast, told us:

— Well, the radio show has survived!!! We have won one small battle
in the War Against Christianity!!! I put up a great argument, and com-
mon sense prevailed. I'm actually quite shocked. I was VERY prepared
to completely go stark raving insane!! Tonite we did our Halloween show,

NIGHT CONQUERS DAY
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Dear Mike,

Thank you for your letter. Quite surprisinG to
hear from you after your Glorious anti-Unisound
campaiGn!

Let’s put some thinGs in the riGht order
because it seems that you don't know whom you
are dealinG with.

I'11 collect all our correspondance that
prooves several thinGs (1ike that you have
received all your free copies etc etc) and mail
it to more than 2000 people of our mailinG 1ist
(includinG labels, bands, radios, customers etc
etc).

Needless to say what does this means for you
and your band. After that, it would be better
for you to chanGe, not only the band name but
even your name.

You want a second album on Unisound? We can
discuss it, no problem. However, you should print
aGain new flyers and refute all what you have
mentioned about our lable. After all that, we will
be happy to discuss any further details about your
deal.

1 advise you to do this all the soonest
possible. If we don't have any reply within 30
days. be sure that 2,000 people will receive our
special flyer for you. We have done this in the
past several times and be sure that it worked
pretty well.

So, think about all the matter carefully and
professionally and I look forward hearinG from
you soon.

sincerly yours,

(Panos Tzanetatos)

And what i8 this? Davthvs sinking to the level of ann
@ngligh tabloid paper, publishing private letters to gain more
ceabers! QBhat it all i8 about i8 that the co-operation betroeen
Ghadorvcaster and Linigound bhas come to a, what we with) rather
good cettainty can call, definite end,

Petbapg nou have noticed the sullen remarks torvards the
label on Mike's flners for the Shabdorvcaster album, dealing with
the ran Unigound bad treated bim, for example by not gending
out promised free copies.

3In August Mike rrote to Linidound inquiring whether they
rere going to fulfil the contract which features a second album pet
to be releaged. e received a reply from Panos Tjanetatos, label
president and famous for hig bebaviour already with Decapitated
Records, when be illegally released the Rotting Eheist gingle
"Daron of the Jconoclagt”' and megsed up the Order From Chaos
Debut to the extent that the band considered a bootleg.?

QRom, as nou can gee from the letter above, cited verbatim
including mpos and the ever 8o charming defunct "g” ey, the label
started threatening Mike with some dpecial collettlon of "proof”,
guatanteed to show bhim as the liar he, according to our Sreek
feienbds, i8.

QBhat i8 most entertaining is that Dike welcomes any kind
of biscussion and interrogation bealing with the subject.

Thus, once receiving Panos Tzanetatos’s letter, Mike
photocopied it up with bis public reply on the reverse. 3 will cite
a fers woedg from thig lengthy document.

“ type this letter to accompany the letter on the reverse side
(tuen over) that S received from Unigound Records troo dans ago.
3 feel that since Unisound wants to stact an anti-Shaborwcaster
campaign that 3’ belp them. For 3 regard Unidound as a
completelyy uncredible and untrustmworthy label, ag bo many others
who have dealt with them."”

Mike continues to in detail tell about the problems in the
ocber that then ensued. First the lanout hassles: then requested
nemw versions of the logo and finally used none of them, then
requested tudio credits and all the relevant information belonging
to an album and used none of them, then bhad a horrible painting
done from the photograph that Mike habd intended for the cover:
in ghoet, it i§ quite a Surprige then bothered to include the lyrics
and a photo. The photo was a rorong one, though.

"On all bio’s I printed, I updated anbd explained these
problems. Al of it i# teuth. o slander, no lies.”

Zhen then hassles with the free CD'8 started, just as with
the band Cquinox from Flotida, who also releaged their debut on
Unigougd.

"Panog algo owed me 200 free ED'8 a8 a part of our

NIGHT CONQUERS UNISOUND

contract. Then be tells me he'll gend me 250 free @D'8 if I’
pap the postage for them, which he told me would be at most $100.
At fiest I said no, but the delans continued. 3 finally agreed in
September 1996 out of degperation to get my fucking CD'8! In
mid October my ED'$ arrived in the WRONG FUCKING
ciryitt

"Instead of arriving here in Rochester, they ent them to
Rer Yotk Tity, which i8 between 7.9 hours amap!!! So I had
to get the packages transferred. 3 bad to make about two weeks
worth of phone call8 (long digtance) to Tew Yotk Tity, the Lons
don office of the cazgo company, and to Unisound in Sreece.”

Unigound remained passive.

"Upon finally atriving here, the cost of postage was
$360.00!!! Including the $150.00 phone bill I got in Novem-
bet, then were expensive FREE €D’s!”

So now Mike i§ amaiting for that publicity Unisound
promiged and be i8, ad eatlier stated, most available to any
questions dealing with thig matter.

Shadowcaster
P.O. Box 174
North Greece, NY 14515
U.S.A.

"3 implore all labels and distributors to stap away from
ALL bdealingg with Unigound and deal only with the BANDS that
fi Iy signed with Unisound.”

Sn conclugion one must only Sap that to be hated by Unis
gound ig something to be proud of: after all, it proves one must
be on the right ide of both the lar and common genge. Mike adds:

" _..So if Unigound never reponds back to me, rill Someone
1o’ received the anti-Shabomcaster package please send me one
for myy collection?”

i e e
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Unisound Records uvo

Telefax Transmission
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NOTES

If somebody wonders what I have got to do with Uni-
sound Records the answer is simple: nothing. ...And I am
happy about that. This is just my way to support the far
too many bands and honest invididuals, such as Mike,
who have run into trouble with this label.

1. Most recently mentioned in Isten Magazine: Twin Sister,
1997.

2. For details, see interview with Chuck of Order From
Chaos in The Sepulchral Voice zine #12, 1995. In fact
the band was so pissed off with Unisound’s antics that
they told people to rather buy Wild Rags Records’
auually inofficial, but Idvomw;u correct, version of

"Stillbirth Machine”.

3.  Mike’s letter is available in its entirety at the
Shadowcaster homepage, hem.passagen.se/davthvs/
shadowcaster.
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PART 11

A never quenching subject for
discussion is the vocal section in

Mayhem. Last time we talked about
Attila: today it is Maniac.

"Maphem can go to hell. Likerise black metal in general.”
Robert Hiig of Battle of Bewitchment Magazine

3 am actually not gute what I think about Maniac’s work on ‘Wolf's
Lair Abyss’... I am actually not suce what I think about the album
itdelf. 3 liked it the first times 3 listened to it. But I bon't really know
anpmore. Tanbe it would have been best to let it all rest... “De Dysteriie
Dom Sathanag’ ig 8till the best!”

F. Wallin of The Equinox ov the Gods

“Tonkechantinga er vass, babpgurglinga ikke 83 vass.”
Einar Sjurse of Beyond Dawn

"Y am aftaid 3 can’t help pou out there (berare, now it gets
embarrassing), since 3 haven’t heard the new Manhem pet. But I
rooulb have loved commenting the ttila article in last Davthvs (and
gomething #apé me that pou are needing statements about Daniac for
Dths, right?), as his vocals are inceedible dack utterings, and 3 am
somebom gure that Daniac comes norwbere neat it... and Deab didn't
play in the dame league a8 rell.”
Markus Stock of Empyrium

"@r... 3 bunno.”
Arioch of Funeral Mist

"$e gounbs like Somebody who has hab bis tongue amputated and Suffers
from extreme pemwing teflexes. Choosing betrveen TManiac and Attila i8
like choosing betreen pestilence and choleza.  bon't get where then find
these gingers. 3t's like matching Ricky Lake Shoro and ronbering wheze
they find all the idiots. Pech. The music in combination with the vocals i8
like cold boiled pike rith macaroni and vanilla gauce.”

Richard Wyini of A Mind Confused

"Bood grief Timo! Are nou txpenmg me to have an opinion on omething
that roas 8o f ble and p Yealy sure, Maniac
bas cleatly |mr/ron¢b bis uoml pczfnrmamt gince the "Deatherush’ dans
but i8n’t it quite obvious he’s overboing it just to make Sure the public
1oill talk about his vocals ingtead of the obvious lack of dongs on the TMEP.
S mean let's face it, ‘Wolf’s Laie Abyss’ containg the four meakest
TManhem songs recorded so far...”
Janne Sarna of Isten Magazine

S teally like the nero Maphem. It &till dounds like Maphem. 3 really
loved Qlttila's vocals, but Maniac’é vocals sound equally great. Since
e roag a member in the ‘808 it'8 like the retuen to their olber line-up. The
vocalg are go tortured, and verp boutsigh. It's easily gnijabl
St fits perfectly mwith their gound. 3t's mote ceminidcent of Deabd's vocal
style. Dellpammer's drumming i8 at its most supreme!! Just as "De
Dpsteriis Dom Sathanag’ had its oron unique epic quality, I feel that
"QRolf's Lair Abnss’ has it's own unique epic quality. The new guitarist
reallp does justice to TMaphem, continuing in the teabition of Guronpmous.
He rorites in the same stple. I wag expecting shit, anbd instead was
ghockebd to hear Such a monumental recording. Plany bande lose their
ibentity with a nemw vocalist. But Maphem has not lost their ibentity.
Modt bands do. For example: ever dince Bruce left Jron Maiben it's just
not Maiben anpmore. Although dome may gap that Paul Didlnno wag
Maiden. I think that Bruce kept the Maiden identity. But now Maiv
Den ag roe know it i8 dead. Jt's even mote patbetic to see Jubag Priest
continue rithout Halford! And Exciter i8 back with a new vocalist... horo
pathetic!! What if Mercpful Fate kicked out King Diamond? That would
be ribiculous!”

Mikael of Night Conquers Day and a talkative fellow
5 haven't heard ‘Wolf's Lair Abngs” net, it ign't pou on vocals though??”

Eric Hazebroek of Daeonia
“Don’t knor, but when T met the gun I don't think he rwas too impressed
ith mp deunken tumbling self...”

Blaash of Wheresmyskin Zine, back home from second Norge trip
"edpite many criticisms, ‘\ jul that Maniac's vocald manage to crods
the bivide by being both bil i the-top anbd actually frighteni
gimultaneously. Fuctheemore, their phlegmy, blgl)-pltcbeb character lendg
itgelf roell to contrast mith the acc ing lorvend b The
only lightly questionable point i8 the fact that on the obd occagion ("Fall
of Geraphs”) then deem to borrorw much in the wap of matblebom from
TManiac’é predecessor. Stick to the regurgitation impresgions,
methinks..."”

N.J. Moberly of The Dead Sea Zine
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3f re tetuen to 1895, Per of Wrong
Again Records mwas searching for any
member of Mefisto to allow him to release
their troo demos on €D. Then by chance
Ganbdeo ordered records from Record Heaven
in Malmd where Per was rorking and he
recogniged the name, which prompted the re-
releage project. Sabdly extensive delans mwere
to come. Ficst the lapout, which Sandro
promiged to be something completely out of
the otdinary with plenty of rare photog, and
then hassles with DAT tapes und so weiter.
The legal 8ide was taken care by Mike
"3nfernal Death” Crikéson, Mefisto’s mas
nager already in the mid-80'8 and norw the
only person from those dans Sanbdro was in
touch mith.

When the delaps with the records
continued, a picture disc aldo being planned,
the manager Decided there would not be one
mote intervier before the release took place.
Apparently that damned Near Dark just
mabde it while my intervier arrived a ferw
daps too late. Homwever, still in WMap '97
Sandro was inclined to doing a one off
intervier ...although he found the size of mp
questionnaite quite painful. “GSuess I can
do a fer questions a day or something.”
QWell, it never bappened and I am pigs bored
of asRing g0 I thought I would try to make
up to the feature with an article ingtead.

Yesterday

After Bathory, Mefisto must be cons
sidered Sroeden’s oldest and most legenbdary
death/black band and unlike the former,
TMefisto’s career was never stained by
commercial 8ucceds, trandparent and
Ddedperate "back to the roots” attempts ot
grunge records. The fiest time their name
appeared in a jine must have been in Slayer
Sine #3/4 1986 but the history goes back
troo pears earlier.

3n 1984 at a northern subucb to
Gtockholm called ij'lhetébe:ga the baggman
and vocaligt Sandro Cajander founded Tors
ment together with a guitarist the name of
mhom remaing unknown. QAfter dome
struggle a drummer was found in Roberto
"Zhord” Branath, but having that struggle
sorted out, another struggle continued with
the guitarist. Thus a big boot in the butt of
the man and the long search for a nemw
guitarist began, and while thig went on,
Gandro and Thord grem tired of their name.
The name of the devil in the D& Faustus
myth caught their ene but Mephigtopheles felt
too long, mwhich mas cut to DMefisto.

QA ginger was also tried but he was not
particulatly fond of death metal, indtead a
guitarist turned up. Or rather, Mefisto turs
ned up for Omar Ahmed one day when he
mas rehearsding and they rere amaged by hig
plaping. e did not immediately accept the
offer to join Mefisto, but once his other band
broke up be did go. He'd rather play "Total
Death Concrete Magical Speed Warfare
Metal” (as the style was described to

"Bring my body and soul into the beyend...
...let my fate serve the emparors in the dark"

In August 1896 we were spending some time at the now defunct but not
particularly missed pub called Cityhallen in Stockholm when some
"normal” guy turned up, pointing at the Mayhem shirt Tobbe of Near
Dark Productions was wearing. "Hey, didja know Dead?” "Mmmm,
no.” The man said he did, and continued by presenting himself as
Sandro from Mefisto, which started a lively discussion about times past
and present. Having parted, when Kim of NDP was planning to steal
the chair where Sandro had sat, both the Near Dark people and myself
had been promised interviews. Within two weeks my questionnaire was
finished and sent, but while Near Dark Zine published their Mefisto
interview by the end of that year, the Dauthus Loser Zine is still
waiting for the reply. Never mind, the original scoop had already been
done by Septic Zine who earlier 96 did the first interview with
Mefisto since ten years.

DMetalion) with these [unatics than not play
at all. -

Zhe first of the troo demos Mefisto
mwete to record turned up in May 1986 after
a delay of tro months. QA twenty minute
piece of brutal but utprisingly mature death
metal rohen the very term roas barely coined.
Alright, the band themselves called it both
death metal and black metal. The more
melodic influences of Omar cectainly gave

megalomania

TMefisto’s undeniable brutality a subtler side
and 3 am sure had the guitarist been as hard
a fan of bands like Teltic Frost the sound
would bave been far less recognisable. The
Inricg, roritten by Thotd, mainly dtudied roar
and marlike conditions, as sounds logical to
titles like "Act Dead” and "Missing In
Action”. Although flirting rith symbols
such as the inverted cross, the rest of the
[nric were rather about occultidm than sa-

tanigm. Zhe "typical” occultidm if you
excuse the dedcription, as repredented by the
Cliphas Levi + octogram image on the demo
covet, as also affected by Omar’s passion
for Ggpptic mythology.

One of the femw, if not the only radio
station that received this bemo roag Monte
©onner's WBMB Witching Hour in New
York. Being voted over Helstar, Teltic
Frost and Sacrifice did tell something about
the capacity of this unknoron, nero band from
Sreden.

Already in the demo days backed up by
manager Mike Criksson, Mefisto mere
eager to release an album, but due to lack of
clever labels the story of the band would, as
e knom, end after the decond demo. "The
Pugsle...” featured four songs one of which
even reaching over eight minutes and an even
gromwing Dedire to finally release a
professional item glowing in lines such as
"Il cights of Infernal Death and the owner
of the recorded otk regerved. Unauthorized
copying for resale probibited.” On a demo
cover... Thig demo samw the shit-stained sky
and the utinescoloured sun in MNovember
1986.

Zhe didagreements betroeen Omar and
the core of Mefisto grew. They had alwaps
been there: the second demo roas predicted to
be even mote brutal than "Megalomania”
bile the result mas in the opposite direction
with multiplied amounts of guitar masturbas
tions compared to the debut robich in itgelf did
not lack solog. In Septic Jine Sandro
explaing the musical disagreements were not
the only problem: the chemical compogitions
of Roberto and Omar caused the interesting
reaction of a lost tooth for the latter. 3In fact,
the cover of "The Puggle...” i8 told to be from
that very fight! Today, Omar droells in the
U.S.2. together with bis plastic tooth.

"Zhe Puggle...” remained the final
chapter and a8 duch quite a mouthful. When
listened to, it requites concentration due to
it8 most intricate shape but although being
one of the most special demos from Sreden
it i8 "Megalomania” that i8 Mefisto just ag
"Unbder the Sign of the Black Mark” is
Bathory if you agree.

Today

Back to the lame reality from the
glotious pagt: the resreleade, then? Thete is
no trace of it. Last I talked to Per of Weong
Again in Mayn "97 he had just handed over
the Mefigto material to Wez who would res
leade it a8 the verp last Wrong Again item
before the split of the corporation into Regain
Records and War Music. During the
autumn I received some promotional mates
vial from Wey and his War Music, where
In hy Dreams mwas cited as the very last
QWrong Again record and the future releases
of bis label being only the usual Cucharists
and others. Not a word about WMefisto.

Who knors what the bell happened but
3 8mell rot.

To,the left Sandro with Dead and Quorthon, together representing three of the most important bands in the Swedish underground scene. In the centre,
"Megalomania” Demo 1 '86 with "The Puzzle...” Demo 2 86 cover on top of it. To the right; Thord, Omar and Sandro in 1986.
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”...det dr menat att vara en spegel av en virld i
morker, reflekterande bilder av specifika hand-
lingar, sanningar och pdstdenden som md vara
vansinnigt och klarsynt falska eller i sin enkelhet
och tapperhet rena fakta om virlden intill, inuti
och utanfor och dven om vdr egen bistra dimen-
sion...”

3 cannot really trace my original interest in this project, but
3 Buspect it was the mere name. I sar the name BVélnad
Ur Rymd and it was intriguing enough to make me start
searching for more information about the band. Just as it
was with Disharmonic Orchestra many a year ago —
although that time I did not quite find the music to live up to
the band name.

Homwever, I did finally get hold of both a fer recordings
and a person related to Bédlnad Ur Rymd. T mwas surpriged
to see it mas a brand of black metal e rere talking about,
3 ras fairly sure it would be something in the vein of my
persistent “favourite unknown band of the meek”, Djwhdl
Kbil... But black metal? Yes. But ag the monicker alreadry
tells, not very ordinary black metal. The name not only stood
for well-performed black metal of the kind S [ike, but al8o one
of the more thorough and dedicated concepts one has met latelsy.

3 have only heard tmwo recorded songs and yet an
intervierw has been conbducted. There i8 Something dpecial
about Bélnad e Rymd, pes.

Bood evening,-Kbeeroth... can pou hear me?

— Breetings to pou, Mr Underground, I can’t hear
pou, scream [ouder...

Bdlnad Ur Rymbd is the case we are to discuss, " Sheps
nabder kan betvingas att uppenbara 8ig i en halot fysisk form
for att tddfrdgas om liv ur ett utanfor vdr verklighets perdpeks
tiv.” 3t i8 obvious that thig project i8 about mote than just
a few men plaping music.

But honestly, Kbeeroth, the band has not done that
much gince pour birth a little more than two pears ago, have
pou? You have collected a small troup of musicians and you
bave rehearsed a little.

And gince Broreede moved to Sothenburg to study you
have not even been able to rehearse: what is up with Bals
nad Ur Rymbd, really?

— Mo, e baven't been too active during our existence
8o far. We've had lots of problems mwith exsmembers who
bave claimed to believe in our mesgage that later bave shorwn
to be of a totally different nature. But now we have gathered
the linesup mwe roant and e’re very comfortable with this. We
baven't rebearsed for a pear or Something but thig summer
we'll arrange a fer nerv tracks and algo enter a studio of some
Rind to tecord our firdt demo. Then nothing can stop us...
Zhe spirit will never die!

Zhe dpitit has bardly been born, has it. You have been
talking about recording a demo for soon one pear nomw, isn’t
it about time to et it happen?

IWhat songs do nou regard interesdting as of today, apart
from "Nattgivaren” and "Som En Skugga Dled Bud Om
Dod” — and will you only feature a fero selected pieces on
the demo or all the songs pou have completed and still are
satisfied with?

— Qe mere about to tecord a demo in December '96
but then the studio decided to bup a ner mixing table go e
had to cancel that date and since e live 8o far amay from
each other it'8 hard to find a time and place that suits
evernbody. But ag I 8aid earlier we’ll for Sure record
something this summer. Broreede has done some nemw tracks
that we’ll rebearse before me enter the studio, then we’ll choose
mbicl tracks roe feel are best and then record them. But I
sute bope that “Some en Shkugga Med Bud Om Dod” will
be featured as it roould be 8ad to not record such a great
track...

3 have been listening to the material 3 have managed
to get hold of, the pear 2 A.D.S. rehearsal track called "Diir
Firn Brot Bygd, Lat Hat Visa Vg Dot Did” and the
newer four teack recording that e roill return to in a moment.

"®ar Jarn Brot Bygd” i8 a faitly ordinary piece of
black metal from pour fiest near of existence. From rwhat the
sound allorws me to hear it appears interesting to some Degree
— although 3 am not suce whether this is due to the music
ot the interesting song title... bad thig dong been entitled
"Wolves Under a Black Sky” or something equally tedious
3 mwould probably not even have this song anpmore. It i8
not bad but not much more than “bmm... promising” either.

Qou do not play this song anymore, $o I Suppose you
ave not that contented mwith it?

— "®ir Jdrn Brot Bpgd” has some riffs that are
good but rather boring if you compare it with our nerer teacks.
We've had more songs in the past that we don’t rehearse

VALNAD UR RYMD

Go/fpel Agam/[t Humant y

anpmore. I think it's just natural that Songs get theorwn amay
in the beginning of a band’s "career” a8 pou grow mote
together and the music comes more and mote close to yourself
and to the band’s concept. Our new material will be very
Ddestructive and far better than "Dir Jdrn Brot Bgd, Ldt
Hat Bisa Big Mot Dod”.

Qomw about the four track recording I bhinted about
eatlier. 2hig almost seven minute "Som Cn Skugga Med
Bud Om Dod” shows a band that bag matured and it no
mote i8 a composition that hintd about a band that might
evolve into something interesting — on the contrary, it
predents a band that has evolved into domething interesting
alteady!

Otill... seeing horo high standard pour Iyrics hold, and
bhor thorough the concept i8, are you not striving to let poue
music teead les8 knoron paths as rell? You obviously go for
intenge black metal, with an identity, but ig there 8till not

pretty much toom for experimentation?

— We'll experiment with our music when mwe’ze in the
8tudio, e have lots of ibeas but thep’re hard to express in a
reheardal room. Tore indtruments and strange effects will
be uged and I think that our material will be sSomething Spes
cial when we’ve laid ou last touches on the recording. We'll
tey to do something real "Special” that &tands out from all
mainstream shit that i8 releaged today. ot many demo bands
has something special to offer and if they have thep're not a
demo band anymore. Hor many good bandé do trwo demosd
todap? Jlone I can tell pou, it’s too easy to get Signed after
doing just a promising demo. That didn’t belong to the
question by the may...

Mot really, but since I agree mith pour words it doesn’t
matter. But how come pou don’t do the vocals on this song?
RQuethermore, Seeing that there i8 nothing mwrong with
Broreede's vocals, why did he mant to feature nou in the band?
Perhaps e did not start thig project by himself but picked pou
with him to bave a Second driving force in the band... and
8omebody taking care of the administrative gides of Bdlnad
Ut Rombd, such as this intervier.

Are pou, Kbeeroth, in fact a secretarn?

— Dremmppfff, secretary? I shouldn’t think so! IThe
only teason why Broreede has done the vocal pact on that
particular recording i8 that there wasn’t time enough to put
on the vocalg in the reh [ room and B de bad the
possibility to do it at home which I hadn’t. Brvreede is a
good vocaligt but he mants to concentrate on hig guitar
playing. e idn't interedted in writing letters and andmwering
lots of interviers 8o we’ve decided that I should be the one
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who took care of it, it's a8 simple as that.

©One mote question regarding “"Som En
Shugga Med Bud Om Dod” i8 what pou
personally think about thig song anbd this particular
recording? Was the song completely finighed? A8
3 see it, the vocal arcangement could do for some
improvement... but perhaps the sedsion was not
Dead derious.

Other than that, a minor detail only, I find
the gong to be a fine one.

— 3 think the recording i8 O.K., it's not
perfect but it will be when re've restecorded it in the
dtudio. I bon't dee any parts of the ong that needs
improvement. There are [ots of mistakes on that
tecording and one of the guitars can't be heard at
all. Zhe "studio version” roill be trvice as good and
better performed.

Seeing how little nou have amounted to during
thege troo firdt years, does not the ideologn, the
concept, the plan of Bédlnad LUr Rymd appear a little
pretentious? You have an extraordinarily thorough
concept but if there ig no music for it, then mbat use
i$ there for the concept?

Wouldn't a productive band with no philosop-
by be better than a band with a hell of a philosophy,
still bardly rebearsing?

— We're not in a hueey to reach our aims and
goals. We have [ots of time and re’ll use it roell
in the future. 2We've been a bit too slor for mp oron
taste but hopefully re’ll be able to get evernthing
going soon again. U band without concept but
wotking fast can be good but I prefer listening to
bands mwhich have interesting Iyrics and a deeper
meaning bebind what they do. That gives one more
feeling roithin oneself wben listening to their music.
The concept i8 very important in our band and re’re
all very cloge connected with these feelingg and
actions.

3 just hope nou’d get as cloge connected with
the music, and especially the recording of it, alright.

"@Balnad Ur Rymd gor pd intet gitt ansprdk
pd att med sin blotta musik framtoinga liv ur dod,
Det dr menat att vara en spegel av en vérld i mor
Rer, reflekterande bilber av 8pecifika handlingar,
ganningar och pdgtdenden som md vara vansinnigt
och Rlarsynt falska eller i 8in enRelbet och tappers
bet rena fakta om vdrlden intill, inuti och utanfor och
dven om vdr egen bistra dimengion vilken dr i fard
med att kodvas pd sina egna filosofiska sopor och
dubbelmoraligka spyor.”

Comments, Kheeroth? What have pou
brought to this quest, what deeds, truths or claims
have pou reflected in the name of Blnad Ur Rymd?
Or ig it only Broreede who deals with the ideological
side of Védlnad Ut Rymd? He i8 obviously the
mainman, but what 3 ronder i8 in how great extent
pou belong to the same quest?

— We mwant to reach out to people and make
them gee the truth benond the world a8 it i8 today.
Thig moeld ig doomed and mwe're doing what we can
to help to Destroy it... We have great plans for the
future that will make thig bappen, can't tell too much
about it at thig moment but pou’ll for 8ure notice
when it happens. Destroy this worl...

Gach man lives in a world of bis oron anpway.
3 rwon’t waste enetgy bothering about other people’s
worlds. But it i§ a comantic idea, the end of man,
es...

"Motiven i mugiken dr mestadels himtade ur
tragigka och rdttoisa DodSdgonblick och omstindigs
heterna diromhring. Datet till manshligheten hors
i De pampiga avdelningarna och gpmboligerar dar
outtrdttad veede och ambitionen att gora vad om ar
simst for minniskans fortsatta Hoerlevnad.”

Snteresting. And pes... in a way appealing.
Do pou stand for this? Then I will ask nou
something Blaash of Wheresmpskin gine likes to
agk in each and everyy intervierw with a black metal
band. I usually find this question uninteresting
because most black metal bandg simply do not
practice what they preach and only are "misantheopic
black metal” in the rehearsal room... Bdlnad Ur
XRpmd, on the contrary, appears a project more
dedicated to it8 migsion.

You ase aiming at the destruction, the end of
mankind. 3n what way does for example your
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Mirte sinne &r nere i djupet med er, vaggas rofyllt av strémmars famn.
Ogon svartade kalla av hat som blickar mot snskans obefintliga hamn.

Vill Ni hem? Jag kan hjilpa Er
Fran Morkers sjuka grav, stiger ande, som i paradis
Okar ert antal. Vatten. Mérker. Ner.
1 férvaning mycken undrande vad som sker.

Ogon, rullar i mjuka hal, stirrar blint ut i isande, gudomlig evighet.
Vad har hant oss, var ar vi nu? Fraga mig. Jag ir nog den ende som vet.

Tankar bars fram av en ofrukrsam vag. Férutan kétt, forutan kropp.
Ty granser syns ej hiromkring och jag ar nog den ende som ser.

Der sags att det vilar en jarte tackr av sten
djupt i haver, bortom solens sken.
Dédsfértvivlian kréner var atom
som ett offer fér en himmelsk pogrom.

Blort den férmaga har, sitra anden fri
Som i mérker, i ensamher, finner liv.
Skénher ar vigor pi stolthetens stal
I férganglighet och himnd fértvinar din gemal.
Vagor av olycka som skéljer dina strander,
Renar din sand, tvagar din hander.
1 vilka du vadar och finner ditt begir,
Det finns ingen lycka hiar.

Milrals av vidstrickea skogar, som tvirt brytes av falt.
En bonde som marken sin plogar betyngd och férsonad med svalt.
Etr myller av backar och ilar som smiltvatten leder bort.
Det ar bergslagsvar, der ar rorrr.

Ars forsta skérd, folker firar sin sid som sitts i sten,
Ty anden dér i kropp som spirar mot himmel och solens sken.
Blott svagher ar bérdig i lycka att ditt arvshat ge ut i led.
Bergslagssommar, min kropp bryts ned.

SOM EN SKUGGA MED BUD OM DOD

Med bud om dad — jag tringer mig in
I din alskades mjuka famn — jag placerar min vrede
Rycker henne ifran dig — gor din styrka till min
Lovsjungandes det heliga férakters — utplanande medel

Dar du som bittrast séker hamna henne — i din cirkel av radsla
Du salt din sjal fér min skull — for att fa henne ater
Allt du far 4r bud — om nigons underging
Hade du férstate, hade du hdrt — din ilskade oic begriter

Hade ditt liv haft en mening,
Hade den lidande varit jag
I stallet ligger du dar, bedjande pa bara knan
Omklig, férhatlig och svag

Tagande Guds alla namn i din mun — misslyckander du bejakar
For att fa kvinnan ster — som férr du henne agde
Jag svar att det aldrig tina skall — sa lange jag vakar
Artt ni tvd — blir ert kartr igen

Hellre vilddjuren slita mig ut ur skygghet
An jag befriar dig ur din n&d
Som en skugga jag tringde mig in i din trygghet
Som en skugga med bud om déd...

kan d @ sig i en halvt fysisk form for att radfragas om liv
ur ett utanfor var Wm perspektiv. Vainad ur Rymd gor pa intet satt ansprak pa att
med sin blotta musik framtvinga liv ur déd, dat &r menat m vara en lpegel av en varid i
mérker, bilder av och som ma
vara vansinnigt och klarsynt falska eller i sin -nkelhat och tapperhet rena fakta om vérl-
den intill, inuti och utanfor och ven om var egen bistra dimension vilken &r i fard med att

kvavas pa sina egna sopor och aliska spyor.

Vi ar vald och i sjélvmor i syfte att skapa for-

\M-nnq i Guds rike p& Jorden. Vi star for en tkad samhalismedvetenhet da detta ger nya
pé alla de i som finns att férgéra systemet och oskadliggéra dess

féretradare. Okad utbildning ger en véxande réckvidd utat. Kontakter med ideologiskt in-
vigda manniskor saval som med totalt neutrala individer &r alltid till enorm nytta. Aven idio-
ter kan ga arenden.

Onédiga valdsbrott mot “oskyldiga” &r oftast till ingen nytta alls. Polisen kiassificerar dig.
Du &r markt, darmed latt att folja, ett misstag leder ofta till fler. Upptrad under falskt namn,
béade som privatperson och som artist, sikta alltid pa att fa till stand daliga rykten om per-
sonen du sjélv kontrollerar. Massmedia &r som vilda hundar da det kommer till underjord-
skulturen. Ge till dem det som dem tillhér, vhldumma rovarhlauner om éverdrivna sekter.

Misshandla eller mérda sedan journali a och lat judiska eller
kristna férbund f& skulden genom hot fran er thva givetvis i deras namn...

Mativen i iken ar ur tragi och rattvisa dédségonblick och om-
standigheterna daromkring. Hatet till i hors i de i i na och

symboliserar dar outtréttad vrede och ambitionen att gora vad som ar samst fér mannis-
kans fortsatta éverlevnad.

girlfriend belp you here? Tan one wish the death
of man mwhile having a woman by bis 8ide? Or i8
ber goal the same ag yours and Béilnad Lir Rymd's?

S am not saning any of the above would be
impossible — things ate not alrwaps as simple ag
they seem. Still, 3 am intecested in hearing what
pou have got to gay on the subject.

— 3 mwant the destruction of humanity ag it
is tobap. But that doesn’t mean that I don’t like
gome humang that I think stand far above these
feeble ones. I have a huge respect for my gitlfriend
and even if he boesn’t share all my thoughts and
goalé ghe likes gome of it. We bave a lot of coms
mon goals, ghe and I, and she’s the only one 3've
ever met that have completely understood mhat 3'm
all about (8peaking of gitls). And T understand
what you're aiming at when asking thig question ag
there’s too many 14-pear-old black metallers out
there who claim to be miganthropic and evil and all
that gbit and then at night they come in when their
mother tells them to and attain family dinners just
to [ook nice for granny, etc.

Well, pes. I don't [ike taking up people’s

lationghipg in my interviervs 8o 3D rather quickly
move on to the next topic although this ansmwer wag
pethaps not ag thorough as 3 would have wigheb it
to be... but then, 3 didbn’t quite know mhat I
expected. T Do not doubt the teuth of the ansrer but
3 found it somerbat obvious.

Zhe Iyrics of Broreede certainly are some of
the bedt Sroedigh ones 3 bave geen in the unbder-
ground. 2 fer thymes appea a little forced but lets
not 8plit bairs.

S suppose nou a8 the vocalist are contented
with bis Iyrics? But do pou ever wish to mwrite
something noursel? If pou do, bo nou think nou
could reach the same level that Broreede’s Iyrics
bave?

— 3 find Broreede's Inrics simply great. I
rorite mygelf but mostly for mpself and I can admit
that mp “poems” don't reach the same level ag
Broreede's do. Our Iyrics are a pact of the whole
concept and they fit extremely well to the music. He
rorited [yricg in other languages as well but for
Bélnad Ur Rymbd roe’ll most probably always have
Sroedigl lyrics...

Do nou feel there i8 a big difference in gings
ing in Sredish instead of English? Isn't it har-
der?

S am referring to the fact that Gngligh bas an
intonation which a [ot easier to arrange to mugic —
several black metal bands that have tried to sing in
gome other language than Engligh bave shorwn that
it can sound quite horrible... not because of the
language itself or because one i8 leg8 used mwith other
languages than Gngligh, but because ferv manage
to artange for example Smedigh Ipricd to a
satisfactory extent.

— 3 bon't think that there's a big Difference
betroeen ginging in English or Stedigh. The only
thing pou have to do a8 a vocaligt i8 to find a certain
flor it the gongs, othermise it can Sound ver forced.
But I can admit that it's easier to find a flow in
Gngligh... All language can work out just great but
that depends on the vocalist and the gong structure
and many other things. Jt's not jus the language
that i$ to blame...

Well.... thank nou, Kheeroth, I believe I mwill
leave nou already, seeing that the questions mwere a
little more elaborated thig time and thus perhaps a
limited amount of them i8 enough. Did I bore you,
old fart?

— Zhanks for pour interest in our band and
philogophies. This was a long and interesting
interviem to angoer, it didn’t bore me at all. I hope
you're satisfied with the result. DHail to my blood
brothers within the band! A dpecial and very deep
bail to thee, M Ketola, emember: The Spirit will
never die!

Rot if we feed the flame.

P.S. Apologies for the Englishespeaking,
but an attempt to translate the philogophical
biography or especially the Iyrics from Sroedish
would feature a strong risk to ridicule, or worse
pet, unintentionally twist, the [already tmwisted?]
message.

VALNAD UR RYMD
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Metal from the Dark Side of the Force

By GREGORY WHALEN

If you want to be a death metal band in
1997, one of the things you have to be is
cool. That’s not cool in the attitude metal
sense of the word — bands like Konkhra are
as far from cool as Neptune is from the sun
— but cool in terms of integrity, poise and
panache. Deranged have it. Abscess have it,
although Autopsy had more of it. Dismem-
ber had it, lost it and regained it. Decea-
sed have always had it. But Vader epitomise
it.

Several years back, when their Earache
debut "The Ultimate Incantation” was re-
leased, no one really took too much notice of
the four Poles. Why should they have? They
had their Carcasses, their Deaths and their
Entombeds. And besides, there were hun-
dreds of other bands around.

But things have changed. Why is it, for
example, that even though we are less than
excited about a Cannibal Corpse/Immola-
tion gig nowadays we go along anyway? Be-
cause Vader are supporting. And Vader are
cool.

Sheir second fullslength €D, lagt near’s "De Profundis”
(Smpact Recoeds), mas an absolute gem of an album. Bris.
tling with the thundering intensity of Morbid Angel at thei
most potent and laden with the head-pounding, heart.8topping,
mind-grinding fuckeoff death metal BRUTALITY that atts
racted ug to the stuff in the first place, it Served a dual purs
pose. 2his mas a) of pointing out to ug rohat wimps we had
all become, anbd b) of reassuring the world that there was life
in the old beast net. %8 long a8 Vaber are around, death metal
i8 far from deabd.

— You know, I honestly don’t think death metal is
dying, sans guitarist/vocalist Peter Wirvczarek over a crack
ling phone-line to Poland. I think the trend died, and that i8
good for the music and good for the bands that play this kind
of metal from the heart rather than for the populacity. 3 think
the same will bappen with the so-called black metal trend.
QMusic now ig generally just business. And any trends, any
buginess, i not good for art. You talk about death metal’s
death. 3 think roe ghould talk about the death metal trend’s
Ddeath.

He does have a point. However, if one was to take a
curdory glance around what i8 left of the death metal dcene
(or at least the deathy metal Scene that i8 represented in record
étores), that dort of comment might Seem a little tricky to back
up ith actual hard evidence. ORay, so the black metal move.
ment hag whittled the scene doron to the extent that only the
true, the dedicated and the doronright Stupid temain. But do
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what? Didn't Monstrosity's last album dound just like the
fiedt? And are Sinister ceally all that great?

Surely, Peter, I san, playing devil's advocate some-
mbhat, it's all been done before.

— 3 bon't think 8o, be laughs. It's music, and I don’t
think e can talk about evernthing having already been done,
Zhere are new maniacé out there who need the same thingd
ag we did pears ago. Coern pear brings something nero —
nerw bandsg, new faces, nero maniacs, new fans, and new fres
aks that believe in thig kind of music and need it. ot only
roe, but all the bands making this kind of music, are 8till fans.
Qe're just fans from another time. Jt's the same with punk:
80 many people have $aid that punk ig dead, but just look

PETER AND HIS LOVE.

around — even the Sex Pistols are back!

Unfortunately...

— Yeab, but it's the same thing.

o what nou're basically saping i8 that it ig far more
important to create good music than original music?

— Yeah. What does originality mean anpway? It's
a vern dubjective word. I think bands should just create the
music they feel ingide and need to express. Jt's no good cres
ating something original just for the sake of originality. If
me're talking about art, we have to create what we feel.

At the time of roriting, the band had recently returned
from a Stateside jaunt with Broken Hope and Monstros.
ity, a bill which would have been congiderably leds interes.
ting (not to mention coo) rithout their presence. On top of
that, they have just releaged "Future of the Past”, an album

TTHANKS TO PAVEL OF M.O.M. ZINE

of covers, and "Reboen in Chaos”, their old “Recrolust” and
"Torbid Reich” tapes pressed onto CD. Which brings the
grand total of Bader releades over the past eighteen months
ot do to five. Peter takes us on a little discographical jour.
ney with a viemw to filling thosde of pou in who are in podges.
sion of "The Ultimate Incantation” and no more,

— 3n 1993 e did the Ultimate Incantation World
Zour. 3t was quite a big tour — mwe toured Gurope and
America and then Poland, whicl roas where we recorded this
docalled "live” album "The Darkest Age”. It's not a real
live album. I mean, the quality of the sound ign’t the best.
We recorded with no mastering and no overdubs. It's very
tamw but al8o veey real sounding, and I kinda like that be
cause the atmogphere i8 great. You knomw, over three thous
sand people were at the gig where we recorded it, which is
good even for Poland. The original idea mwas to make it just
for Poligh teeritory, but after the release here 8o many fres
aks all over the world agked for it that we decided to resreles
ase the album through the Normwegian label Arctic Serenas
des morlbmide.

2his happened in February last near.

— Zhen, at the beginning of 1994, rwe started to res
cord the "Sothis” mini-TD. It ras supposed to be a pros
mo €D for the forthcoming second album, but the problem
mag that we had to mait over a pear to release that, do we
bad to put out the "Sothis” mini-CD geparately. We did it
fiest in Poland and then all over the world through Repulse
Records.

3r Map 1996, to be precige. "De Profundis” we have
already discusged, which leaves "Future of the Past”...

— QWe just wanted to record something before the next
album. 3t'8 basically a collection of all the covers we have
recorded in the past for different records and gome new ones.
So, pou can find teacks like "Black Sabbath” from "Sots
his”, the Depeche Mode cover we did for an P, "Silent
Scream”, and a ong e recorded for an Ynti Nowhere Lea-
gue teibute ("TBe Are the League”). Then there are dome ner
tracks, songs by the bands that influenced ug in the begine
ning — Posdgessded, Keeator, Sodbom, Teltic Frost, Dark
Qngel, Terrorizer and go on.

...and "Reborn in Chaos”,

— After "De Profundis” many more people knorw ug
anbd are interedted in our mugic. They don’t know our demos,
and it i8 normal for people who like a band to mant to hear
evernthing they have recorded, 8o we just habd to release them
on @D.

Al of a sudden I find mpgelf coming over all unders
ground need. A band I almaps associate with the "Morbid
Reich” tape ig Armageddon, perhaps becaude T have a re.
cording of their “Dead Condemnation” demo on the same
cagsette,

Whatever happened to them, Pete?

— 3 bon’t think thep’re around anymore. The probs
lems in Poland are maybe a little different than then were
pears ago, but e $till have problems. We're like marriors
here. We have to fight for evernthing. Manbe that's the reas
gon why beutal music i8 8till 8o popular in our country.

Babder may be enjoning a condiderable amount of ducs
cess in 1997, but when the band was formed in 1984 (),
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things mweren’t quite 8o easdy, as Peter explains,

— Back then evernthing wag a problem. Poland wag
a Soscalled communistic countey at the time, and the situas
tion wasn’t 8o good. I mean evernthing, like the prices of
buping ingtruments, buying LPs — never mind CDs! —
and the simple necessities of life as a musician. Vader has
been in the 8cene for over ten pears now, but e had to mait
many pears to record our fiedt album, o I guess just record
ing, getting good distribution and getting the chance to plap
live ras the biggest problem at the time.

You weren’t o lucky with the Carache deal either, as
3 recall,

— QBe rere very didappointed rith the deal because
mwhen Carache Records first contacted us it ras like a dream
come true for a Polish band. At that time Carache used to
be pretty legendary, and 8o many famous bands mwere under
their wings. The promises were o big for us... too bad thep
mwere just promiges. The biggest problem for us ras that it
mas oue firdt album, the fiest album we bad to mait o many
peats for, and Carache didn’t guarantee us any promotion.
So I didn't get a chance to talk with pou, for example. No
magagines, no i iero8, no digtribution... just probl 3t
as difficult to even contact the Carache guns. I don't knor
what happened, but we still exist and we’re 8till playing.

DMaybe all the hardship has made Vader a stronger
banb...

— 3 don't know. Perhaps. But manbe the situation
3 mas talking about, thig bard life, ié the reason by so many
bands from Poland and all the countries like Brazil and so
on are o brutal.

Qould be, could be. But one of the main reagons why
Babder are go brutal i8 the considerable Slaper influence which
bag been mith them gince day one. Let's face it: you aren’t
worth 8bit if pou aren’t influenced by Slayer. And you're
worthy even [ess if pou don't acknomwledge that nou are.

— QBhen we gtarted playing thig kind of music (I
mean thig brutal kind of music, of course), we Sounded a little
diffecent, Peter explaing. Back then, extreme music for ug
mwag bandg like Judag Priest, Motorhead and Slaper, and
we oere very influenced by those bands, especially Slaper.
3 think they ere revolutionary. When they stacted out, they
played music influenced by hardeock and heavy metal, espes
cially the Nero Wave Of British Heavy Metal, and bands
like Fudag Priest and Motorhead, but they were aldo very
influenced by punk as well. The drumming especially, wbhich
was really fast. That was pretty unbheard of at the time, and
3 think Glayer influenced manbe 90% of the bands playing
brutal music. They were and are history — not only in met
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al, but in music in general.

Snteredtingly enough, and unlike the large majority of
the other tr banscansbe blagph 8 mwho decided they had
gomething to prove, Vaber's contribution to the “Slatanic
Glaughter” deries rasg "Gilent Scream” rather than "Tot.
mentot” ot whatever, Goidently, Peter i8 not one of these
"fiest three albums rule, the rest Sucks” tppes.

— @ven nomw, when Slayer have maybe changed their
image and [yrics a [ittle, their music i8 still aggressive and
not at all commetcial like some people sap. Cvernone i8 als
mans talking about them changing their beliefé, and sometimes
3 think they're missing the point. Because if we're talking
about music, we 8hould just talk about music, not the per

sonal beliefs of the people who created it. U [ot of bands, es
pecially in Poland now, bave a problem with people who be-
lieve in something Different. We live in democracy, 8o we
ghouldn’t be fighting about beliefs. Jt's not a holy roar!

Some people think it i8. Penguing (© Isten 1996) for
example. Curonpmous almaps said that death metal should
be a wap of life...

— 3 knerw Manhem neard ago and I don’t think they
used to be such black metal freaRs, wearing black clothes and
Ddigging up graves in the past. But lots of the people lidten.
ing to black metal nomadayg are ag noung asg 12 pears old,
and at that age it's hard to understand anpthing more than
Batan, aggression and digging up graves. 3 think all thoge
people need time to undergtand. Manbe they will change, even
this so-called lifestyle of theirs,

Death metal, horevet, does seem to be Peter’s roay of life.

— 3 think it's my fate, something divine, he tell me.
3 just feel 3 have to do this. It makes me happy and I need
it, even now, for my existence. It'8 my only job. But, of
course, if e only thought about monen we’d change our sty
le to something more commercial. Anbd re've talked about the
teends, 8o mwe mwon’t mention them anymore.

Goernone needs some sort of a channel for their aggres.

gion. Some people join the army and play soldiers, some go
to football matches and shout their heads off or beat people
up, some plap in death metal bands.

38 BVader a channel for nour aggression, Peter?

— 3 don’t know if aggredsion ig the right word. Death
metal i8 aggressive music — of course it i8. 3t'8 alo verp
expressive music, and expression makes people aggressive.
But it'é a positive aggression, if we are talking about it like
that. 3t'8 a feeling... 3 really don’t knomw homw do explain it.
Kot me — not a8 a musician but a8 a listener — it's a form

of expression I need to survive.

Sncidentally, and in case pou mwere wondering, nes,
Baber did take their name from Darth Bader. Ratbher fitting
methinks: Darth Bader i8 the coolest movie character ever,
Baber is the coolest death metal band ever.

— 9 good band name should represent the feeling of
the music, opines Peter. To us Vaber means gomething not
of thig earth, domething divine, something dark... a dark pos
wer of the universe. I think it's a good word for the music
e plap. Also, the word “vabder” i pretty similar to the rword
"father”, and in countries like Norrway or Holland it actuals
[y means "father”. I guess nou could compae it to the Fat
ber who created us, who created humanity, civilidation and
the univerge. Of courde, you can think of that a8 a god —
not Jehovah, of courde — but I don’t mant to talk about
beliefs. 3t'8 just Something that's a little more than a name.
For anybody, the father and mother are important becauge they
tepresent creation.

Do Babder play metal from the Dark Side of the For.
ce?

— Hababa, peah! I mean, the [yrics and the meaning
of our art... pou can call it dark art, but 3 don’t want to be
another band talking about Satan. I think we addredd much
mote, even though of course pou can find the Horned One in
our [yricg. We create this music for open.minded people, pes
ople with imagination, and mwe'd [ike to open not only the ga-
tes but algo especially the minds. That is our fate, I feel.

38 it pour viemw that the universe consists of trwo oppos.
ing forces? Pure darkness and pure light?

— Mo, I don't think pure dackness and pure light ex-
i8ts. 3 think all these so-called gods — I call them gods be-
cauge 3 believe in such porers — are robat people might call
extra terrestrial beings. You knomw what I mean? We talk
about that in our Iyrics. It'¢ what we believe in. Thep can
be hard to und D, because to und the Iprics pou
really have to have read the books that influenced their aut
hor (Peter’s friend Parwel Wasilerwski). But mwe'te trying to
make people think and make them interested in all those books,
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mystical poroers and anything we can call supernatucal. 3t's hard
to explain — this language batrier i8 a problem for me — but
3 think you unbderstand what I mean.

Desh. Of coursh.

3f pou ask me (which I'm sure, given the chance, pou
roouldn’t), Poland is one of the most fertile breeding grounds for
the metal of ell, dbamnation and destruction in Curope at the
moment. Over there, death metal i8 8till played with a capital
"Dub”, There's a real cult feeling to the music, which stems from
something mote than just being influenced by the right records.
Qnd Polish fans ace fans. Vet tragically, the rest of the rorld
remaing reluctant to support Polish bands. Peter is even more
puzsled by this than I am.

— 3 bon't know, mapbe nobody believes in the potential
of Poligh bandg. Coen tobay there are a ot of people who don't
even knor about bands from Poland. They think nobody can play
in Poland, they think it's impossible to play good death metal,
black metal ot even good music in a countey like ours. So after
the ficst look at us live, they are very, verty surpriged. I know
that because 3've talked to those kind of people after gigs. It
makes me bappy that they are sucprised.

Sn the undeground Poland has alwans had a reputation
ag a rip-off counten, which may algo be a conteibuting factor...

— Zhe ripeoff problem still exists, and not only in Po-
land. 3t'8 a chance to get monen for nothing. The same in South
America, the poot countries, 8o I don’t think we can talk about
it ag just a Polish problem. I feel soren for all those kind of pe-
ople becauge 3'm from Poland — I ras born here — and it's
a shame for me to hear such things, but I knom it's teue. That's
too bab. What can I do? The situation is bad, because it's usu-
ally the magagines that have a bad reputation. There are far more
bands and labels who are not rip-offs. I think we should forget
about all thoge cip-offg all over the world, not just in Poland,
and just do what we have to do.

3t'8 a real shame that Poland i8 being ignored, because
there are a lot of great bands from there. Thrist Agony, for ex-
ample.

— Yeal), Theist Agony are amaging! You're right,
then're one of the best bands generally, not only in Poland.

Zhen there i8 the excellent Behemoth...

VADER
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— Both the bands nou'te talking about have deals mwith
label8 outside of Poland, so maybe that's the reason nou know
them. There ate lots more bands here who play good music but
that mweren’t 8o lucky and didn’t get a deal with labels that pro-
moted them.

Readers of Dauthus, being the clever, perceptive creatures
that they are [T88. — t.], 8hould be well arware of the retro phe-
nomenon by norw. Whether it i8 Bemwitched, with their speed
tockin’ hell metal, Primitive Act with their Headbangers Against
Disgco campaign or simply the predominance of NWOBHM in-
fluences in the late MNineties metal Scene, one thing i certain:
Zhe 808 mas rbhete it was at. And if you'te too noung to have
been theee the ficst time round, just go hopping for second-hand
vinyl and steal nour older brother's faded Benom shirt.

De, I gmell a rat. This obsessive fixation with pester-
near cannot be very healthy, can it? How do pou feel about it,
Peter?

— 3 don’t know, but I think the Cighties were really
good nears for metal music genecally. Mapbe the reason is that
the feeling roag a little different and the people mere a little dif
ferent. 3 temember a time rohen we hung out with friends to listen
to music, and re really did listen to it. Nowabdans I think mu.
8ic i8 not the most important thing to a lot of people. 3t should
be, but, [ooking around, other things seem mote important to the
ligteners...

Perhaps nowadans people just hear music, cather than [is.
ten to it.

— Zhat's it! They just heat, thep don’t listen. It's not
good, I think, but in a way I'm bappy that all those maniacs
are looking back to the bands who started thig music. Manbe now
there are bands that are better musicians, but the feeling isn't
as real. Sometimes it's almost fake...

We can certainly learn from the past, but we shouldn't
drell on it.

— You're tight. We have to leacn, but we have to think
about the future as well. Becauge we are the future. We are
the next generation and mwill be the past for the generation after
outs, and o on and o on.

2nd thig peatl of Poligh philogophical roisdom strikes me
a8 a perfect place to leave the Deathstar. Hey — nice pun.

I AM THE TORTURER OF SATAN!
HE IS MY LORD AND SALVATION,
HE WILL PROTECT ME! HE
WILL BRING. YOU ALL TO

"Datkness”, the first demo of Fus
neral Mist, did get an inbifferent,
tap on the back sort of revierv in our
last issue. "Havoc”, the second
demo anbd the first one mith the
nemw, dirtier, approach did get a
tather good tevier here on page fifs
toefive.

But it i8 with the mini €D
"Deviley” Funeral Mist truly
have acquired what “Havoc” pros
miged. I 8melled it, I knem it
mwoulb come anb it came, justas I
do when I listen to this, Comples
telyy mad, chaotic, indane, dicty, fil-
thy, sarcastic black metal that I
cannot quite compare to any other
band. ZThe ceudbe black metal —
mainman Arioch originally being
the basdsist — i8 clothed in samp-
le8 from 1930’8 horror films; in
#mall ingenious betails duch as the
Sound of crushed glass; in 8pitting,
8peming, toaring and laughing vos
cal8, and brummer Necromotbus pleasantly surprided me with not only quick
anb varied drumming but also with a production that leaves little to desire.

There i8 excellent black metal around, but fero bands apatt from the
establighed, obvious choices such a8 Emperor, Maghem or Barathron ac
tually interest me. Yes, Blot Mine are good as re conclubde on the teview
pages, but fero recordings shoot up my broken, crooked spine a8 “Devilry”,
and the dheer indanity i8 et to parallelled. Jtd energn anb if nou like, bate
(a word mote beautiful one could imagine), belongs to the league of Sabis.
tik Gxekution on their otherrorldly “Demon With Wings” CDrsingle.

Zhe five songd available here include a nemw verdion of "Mightside
Phantom” from the second demo anbd a completely resrvorked "Funeral Mist”
from the debut bemo. The release through Shaborw Records will take place
as goon a8 the lanout has been finidhed, these having been delaned by coms
puter problems.

3 know, 3 know, one of these ridiculous “reviervs”, but seeing the
jon 3 find in mocking a release to the ground as a complete piece of 8hit, I
bo alloro mygelf to revel in ecdtasn mben the chance i€ given, fuck this 8bit
tules theurheurheu blrep.

Arioch in one of his less

sensible moments.

Heard at the supermarket:
— Mama, | don’t want to have so much biood on me now.

Equitant of Absu, July "96:

— Did | tell you about all the “African American™ church burnings here in the States last
time? It's been like forty church burnings now!! It's some shit... | think we have beat
Norway now!!!

Saman of Drowned about the Love Parade in Berfin, August "97:
— One million happy people moving to the same beat — stells like fascism if you ask
me...

0dinn of Mimes Brunn Zine about the font size in Davthvs #1, September '97:
— ..Malet med et blad er jo farst og fremst at det ska bli lest, ikke sett pd i dyp respekt.

Arioch of Funeral Mist:

— Why does everybody call me Barbapapa?

Mikael of Into the Sunless Meridian about the production on his new album:
— It's SO FUCKING GODDAMN HEAYY that | can't befieve it's me!

Blaash of Wheresmyskin zine about guns:
— | like them. They're the only ones who understand me.

Greg of The Crypt Zine upon being asked why he does not talk like the people in the film
"Trainspotting”:
— Ah kid tok like they bastarts in thu filum, but ye widnae unnerstan’ me.

JORD, GIV
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Dotdrhead/ NME Ingide

Tuesday, March 18th at Cirkus, Stockholm

Daving migsed Lemmy and bhig bons too many times to be
forgiven, 3 finally caught them at Cickus. It was not pains
less to pay 230:- for one band but on the other hand, an
acquaintance of mine who has seen Diotorhead eight times
congidered this show to be of the best he could remember. And
you nevet knor when Lemmy mwill die, do you, g0 I thought
it as worth it. It would prove to be go.

NME 3nside? Iow who the hell are they. Somebody
mentioned they had been praiged in Kerrang and my prejudices
proved correct — annthing reminding about this kinda aggro-
metal that ig 8o in vogue these daps is praised ag “original”
and “ground breaking” and “excellent” or whatever. Never
mind the bollocks and bollocks i what NME Jngide mere.

Zhe drummer roore a headset which means clicktrack
and clicketrack on live occagions meang “jerk off” to me.
Occasionally the drummer wag due to reasons to me both
unknorn and uninteresting backed up by a drum machine...
don't you just love it.

Bet pour fucking click-tracks and thingé to the dance
floor and let ug see real rock'n’roll instead, alright? Before
coming to the interesting part of this review 3 rill just mentio-
ned the Misfitg cover that the band dared to do — bhey,
Misfits is not supposed to sound like that. Misfits roere
dirty. Diety means rough. A clinically tight drummer —
even without headset — such as that of NME JIngide i8 not
cool. Gimme Imprecation any day, bha.

3f my memoty does not fail me, the pride of England
opened mwith “Diotorhead”: in any case, they did play that
song this vern night and of course it ras as beautiful as it
possibly could be. “Stap Clean”, “Bomber”, all of them,
including nemwer things as the obvious “Burner”...

3 bad, throughout their set, quietly wished to hear one
particular compogition and wbhen Mikken the Man With the
Silly Tame Dee picked up a monotonous pace I realiged this
wag it.  Lights doron with the exception of a green spotlight
throrwing Lemmy’s shadorw on the motorhead on the back all
of the stage and bere roe go: “J am the one, Orgagmatron,
the outstretched gragping hand...”. Well 3 know somebody
who went mad. Or madber than before, perhaps I ghould
say.

Having heard and seen both “Orgasmatron” and “Kils
led By Death” live: does not this mean my life i8 complete?
Kor sure it does. I don’t think I need to go on, you get the
pictute and 3 am getting bored of roriting gig reviers.

Extreme Joige Terror/Medulla TNocte/

Eonfusion Cotporation
Wednesday, August 13th at The Rat Trap, Glasgow

@.01.2. i8 not a very cloge acquaintance of mine, I just
bappen to knomw that they are supposed to be a rather old band.
One Bjarke taped me an album of theirs some pears back
and peb, it wag pretty pleasant although nothing to blow up
the mwalls of the sphere which i mp rorl.

3 bid not mind seeing them, especially not as we were
equipped mwithy free tickets. The Rat Trap turned out to be
one of the better places I had geen in Slaggor, this city not
exactly being anpthing 3 miss back to, retrospectively
dpeaking. Above the bar there wag thig huge black rat in his
cage with troo human cadavers on each 8ide. Jteat.

3 had heard about Confusion Corporation quite a ferw
timeg already, although the fact that the gource had alwans
been a Scottigh 3ine made me guspicious they rere mostly
Briend Interviervs. This show gave me the impression that
thep roere not: I bave never heard any recorded material of
theirs, but neverthelegs this live appearance mag not bad at
all.

Dedulla Nocte certainly had the biggedt drummer I
bave seen in my entire life. De was of that size that pou had
to [ooR tmwice to ensute he was not three persons. Medulla
Rocte, whom T expected to be gome lame hardcore were
anpthing but lame. J'Il just stick to calling them Jntense,
and with a singer who did quite a good job. Entertaining to
match but perhapg I am getting too od to ligten to thig Rind

MIG

of music at home.

Since a ferw pears, Lee Barrett of Candlelight Records
plang bags Extreme Noise Terror. His Opeth long sleeve
did nevertheleds look peculiar on an €.N.2. member. And
horw mwas the set? Phem.

Gamael/Moonspell/Rotting Theist

Thursday, October 24th 1896 at Studion, Stockholm

Just like it was to dee Immolation, Rotting Christ were
eagetly melcomed by me once their arrival mag confirmed.
Zhese spmpathetic Sreek bastards knomw the value of tradis
tion — Gakig even still ingists on singing “Transform all
suffering into PLAGS” just like on the debut. Such a
charming bunch, Rotting Theist, aren’t they! I love them
and you should too.

Sakis had a friendly tone mwith the audience that mabde
their 8et a most codp happening. Yet I must admit that
musically they did not really convince. Without the kenboards
of Morbid, cult cladsics such as the aforementioned “Trans.
form Al Suffering Into Plagues” sounded completelsy rorong

Woah woah I can play too, sez wna English label boss.

in geveral bob bairdos during the night, and stage presence
was characterized by the vague, esoteric maves and figures bis
armg and fingers were drawing in the air... sounds off the
mwall? Perhapg I should judt mention the comparigon I came
up just norw when mwriting this report, troo months later:
Borphalack [ooked like a snake.

Zptraguptor changed his name to Entras Some pears back
and now on “Passage” he calls himself y. Dare I guess
that be rill be a mere X. on the next album? Whatever —
be raged behind his spnthesizers and drums. Tust as in older
videog where he thrors his entire upper boby in a 90° angle
in a completely mad manner, 8o did he behave here. Some
weeRs eatlier I had been impresged by the neck muscles of
orpgegrinder but I bave forgotten about that already. Dths
Dazn thus declares X. to be the headbanger of the month. One
of the mote original ideas was to have half a deum Rit beside
the spnthesizers, o Xy could on several occasions grab bis
drum $tick8 and theatrically belp the drum machine out.

Al8o bagsman Masmiseim raged and threro around with
big bass as if he manted to break it. B the mway, the big iron
ring that connected bis bags to the strap was impressive.

“Passage” i a very good record but on this vern eve
ning “Born Under Saturn” and the other bits almost turned
Studion to ome techno palace or rave party — not that I
roould have been to such a place (3 am a metalhead and proud)
but ith the monstrous drum machine beat, pnthesizers and
cloge to industrial guitars, it did not feel like music anymore.
2nd thus I could not enjoy it that much. Musically.

But as a whole Samael performed an enthralling show
— not a8 a band, but perhaps as a ...circus? A circus of hate
and pain.

Poroerful.

Cannibal Corpge/Immolation
Sunday, October 6th 1896 at Studion, Stockholm

3 am not sure if pou understand what Sregorn means with
bhig words about Immolation and Tannibal Corpse in the
introduction to the Baber intervierw, but I sure don't.

3t as good to finally see the old heroes although it felt
strange to see ISmmolation stact playing in front of about seven
people. With time the rest of the aubdience dared to come a
little bit cloger but it was still obvious that most of them had
come to gee Cannibal Corpge. I have nothing against the can.
nibals, especially not after the comeback that "Bile” mwas, but
bearing and seeing “Those Left Behind” mwas the sort of
experience 3 had expected it to be. Simply something
othermorldly.

Othermworldly were also the other timeless pieces from
the five year old debut, such ag “Into Coetlagting Fire” and
“Daron of Possession”. The newer compositions off “Here
Sn After” rwere more tricky, and as on record, then needed
more concentration to really follor... but algo here my prapers
were angroered in the shape of “Ehrist's Tage”. I however
found the older, simplier Songs suited this live performance
better. Dths Mazn mwishes to give a fucking hail to
Smmolation for coming anb Filling us on this veryy Sunbday
evening.

3 bhave redpected Seorge Corpsegrinder ever gince I
beard thoge most fine “Bloodspray... slaughter...” howls in
the last ong on Monstrosity’s debut album, but I still have
mixed feelings about him replacing Theig “love him or hate
bim” Barnes. Cannibal Corpse without Cheig is [ike my cd
collection without Immolation.

Qevertheless, Corpsegrinder does a good job despite the
pressute that replacing a legend includes. On stage he was
pute hate, and imagining him with a knife in Hig hand
frantically stabbing a neighbour does make gense to me.
Throughout the intenge set of Cannibal Corpse be repeatedln

to mp ears — and things were not better when one noticed
homw lor the 8econd guitar reallp was. Hardly audible!
Compared with the musically most well performed et of
DRoonspell, Rotting Theist felt a little second rate, really.

DBut this i8 rohete we come to the interesting part of this
report — because after having seen Moonspell I told mpself
3 most certainly rwould have preferred to see Rotting Thrist
toice instead of these once o promiging Portuguese. And
mwait! 3 knoro my loud complaints on “Trreligious” bave been
bheard often enough: this i8 not robat I am referring to nomw.
On the conteary, 3 expected the new songs to be much better
live, with some "live feeling” or whatever. Well, it ig true
that musically it ras a good ghor but evernthing else about
DMoonspell ras go bollocks that I had to rrite an entire article
about it. [Which later was deleted when I noticed there was
no point in featuring it.]

Samael have that class that one i8 either born with or
then without. Borpbalack hypnotized the audience from the
first song to the last. I am sure his intense stare burned holes

teminded me about a windmill on drugs, raving bis head
tound and cound until I feared it mould drop.

3 found it amusing to gee him mwearing a Dark Funeral
long sleeve, Rnowing what they must think about Cannibal
Qorpse — but on the other hand, I can well imagine
Qorpsegrinder doesn’t give a flping fuck what Dark Funeral
think about them, he [iRes their music and that's it... But
things turned out to be more friendly than I thought, becauge
during the shorw Ahriman had been seen walking about wearing
the nerv Cannibal Corpge tour shirt. This must confuse our
dear little black metal turtles — it i8 like “Weren't roe
supposed to hate Cannibal Corpse?”. Hebe. But let us re-
tuen to the subject:

Zhe entire Studion raged together with the cannibalg and
mwe can bappily conclude it was a beautiful night of deatl), hate
and beautiful musick.

[P.6. I mag later reminded that Konkhra actually

planed on thig shor too: I had completely forgotten them.
Qom that ig not very surpriding, i8 it. |

LIVE
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rabdle of Filth/Opet

Sunday, November 24th 1896 at Studion, Stockholm
Opeth stuck to their teaditions roben it comes to planing
in Soeden — after balf of opening chapter “Advent” the
drums mwere fucked up and Micke had to apologize to the
audience. “Qlright, let’s take it all from the beginning
again.” nbd 8o they did. These bons don’t give up just
because of some hassle with drums.

3t was a very good Set, actually without any other
problems except for a sound that could have been a tad bets
ter. Zhe long indtrumentations and skilful bass rumblings
mete as pleasant ag Micke's death metal gromwls. And his
clean vocalg were not babd either, for that Sake. My mate
tuened to me after their det and said “Damn, they mwere
great!” obviously baving forgotten about any drum fucks
ups.

Qnd now it started getting tight in front of the stage
and the average age of the cromd there in front dank in a
tematkable manner. O my, it i8 Cradle of Filth, the
favourite vampyrs of everyy boy and girl!

2o me thig act has been reduced to not much more
than a very delf-confident practical joke. In the true mans
net of thesguy-whossansshespreferssthesdebutsonlystos
appearsdamnscooland-to-ghomvhe-actually-has-listenedstos
thesbandmoresthansthreestoeeks, I do prefer “The Principle
of Coil Made Flesh” which I did find and Stll find to be
a vety clagsy outing.

When I say thep have become obscenely blatant and
lavigh I do not mean I am a women's rights fighter who
thinks vigible nipples are a horror. 3t i8 just that Cradle
of Filth bave no class these dans. Cvernthing, from the
music to the lapout and general image, eems to lack that
gubtle feeling for clags. Dlore tits than braing. Ot
homwsoever we should express it...

nphorv, then did present a compact show. Really,
< was quite surpised when Dani opened the cetemont up
with one of hig famous castrated shrieks, I really did not
expect the gup could do them that rell live.

QUnd it didn't end there either, because he kept on
introducing us to his schizophrenic throat that whined and
g D and grorled and . nd shrieked. And on
top of that narrated like Censt-Hugo Fdregdrd and cried
out like a virgin. Zhat gur i8 posgessed. Mo matter what
one oould think about the Circus of Filth, I wish more
vocalits dared to explote their talents a [ittle more.

rabdle of Filth/Tentinex

Thursday, April 3rd at Studion, Stockholm

Oh my, lotd of Tradle of Filth here. Need I sapn I
attended thig gig solely to see my suidish heroes
@entinex? 3 habd been wishing Tentinex would have
found gome friend to play the deums just for thig mini tour
with €.O.F. Why not Nick from the English lot? I
mwouldn’t mind!

3n anpy cade. The det was othermwise all good,
fucking death metal of course, with vocal8 of the type that
S am especially fond of. Too bad the aubdience cared too
much about being black metal anbd thus a death metal ghomw
roag probably not “cool” enough, as the response was far
below mwhat the band would have degerved, but they did
at least receive a round of applauses after each piece. But
that drum machine, no... no just take it amway, pleage.
Horrible.

Perhaps we will See them with a real drummer next
time? 3 on't gtop wighing that. TNomw their Set ended
and subdbdenly the floor in front of the 8tage that had been
all abandoned a while before, was crorwded. Time for
cradles, then.

Zhe overreight thing on the left 8ide of the stage,
moving her body in a Susdpicious manner, should be con-
gidered a shame for anty woman. I mean — this was
just a tad too embarragsing. I Suppose it would have
[ookebd better if Dani wore her black gorwn and did the
bellydance instead. By the mav, the latter wad meant ad
an ingult to the woman and not a compliment to Dani.
< am after all not homosexual, in case nou wonber.

Other than that the 8how was fairly nice, pes,
edpecially such things a8 “Summer Dping Fast” and
“Zp Gve the Art of Witcheraft”. Mo more Cradle of Filth
8homws planned for the rest of the pear... unless Centinex
has the opening 8lot. Without drum machine, mind nou.

LIVE
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Nicke of A Mind Confused in a proud moment at Vixtverket...

2 Mind Confused/Concealed/
Gternal Oath/Thyrfing

Saturday, February 15th at Aztors, Sodertilje

Shree and a half nears ago I saw At the Bates at this place
80 there was a touch of nostalgy to return here. And
gomething of nostalgy i8 needed to endure the years it takes
for one to get to Sodertdlje from Haninge.

Thyefing are from Tyredd, another Stockholmian
suburb, and they planed some gort of minter and mwolf
influenced black metal. The sofa in the right corner of the room
ras a [ot more intriguing if re are being honest here and I
suppose that's wbat mwe are.

3f the headlining slot taken up by A Mind Confused
appears a little queer it i8 explained by the fact that Gternal
Oatly refused to headline, although it mould have been their
tight as then are supposed to have some sort of record out.
T bave seen this band live several times but thep have alrwans
failed to raige an interest from mp 8ide, but thep at least have
a good growler. And I suppose the sound ras the best of
the bandg roho planed tonight, partly due to their music that
i for example led8 extreme than Concealed whose set mostly
appeated a blur to me.

Zhese Concealed, by the way, ate called something else
thede dang but nobody remembers the nerw name 8o evernbody
8till call them Concealed, and in lack of alternatives, so do
3. When then planed with At the Bates in the summer of
'93 they mwere pure death metal but today the approach ig a
lot more black metal. At least not with make up, though.

During theit set I got the impression they like Cradle of Filth.
Petbhaps they do.

2nd thus it was time for the confused men who planed
their fitst ever gig — a8 heabliners, Linesup hassles have
prevented them from performing live earlier but Since last
summer things [ook a little more stable. Quite a bit, in fact.
Often bands have a tendency to tuen their sets into a mixture
of concert and goundcheck but A Mind were hellbent to avoid
that. Soundcheck is what ig Suppoged to be done on the actual
soundcheck time houts eaclier and having done that, they
Ddecided to indtead give it a blast steaight awan.

And a blast it tutned out to be but perhaps not exactly
a8 they had planned — to mine ears the ound wasg quite
oreible. The drums mwere not too audible and the vocals
sounded distorted. Apparently somebody had been fingering
on the PA spstem and thus ruined A Mind’8 nice plan of a
profedgional perfe ¢... Sometimed an additional gound-
check does seem necessarp. Darn.

Luckily most people rete [ess critical than I when being
questioned after the how. The controversial conditiond did
not prevent the band from expressing their frustration forards
the said conbitions through theic music and thus they indeed
bid, ag gaid, give it a Blast: there was an enthusiastic rorw
of about ten people in front of the stage, thromwing their heads

to the vicious pace. That the audience dib not consist of much

more than about twenty people i8 omething e rill not talk
about here... and even if there was more people around duting
the other bands’ sets, they did not get an as enthusiastic feed

SKVMMA
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back ag thege lunatics.

Not a fully successful shorw but despite the problems it
rag a most interesting event anb it made forthcoming gigs
appear mogt promiging. That both Concealed and Thyrfing
later told them then roanted to play with them does not make
things sound worse, does it?

o Mind Confused/Cryptic Art/
Agmobdeus/Disfigured

Saturday, April 19th in Norsborg
3f you knor mwhere I Live and if you knor rohere Tors.
borg i8 then nou also know that it felt a little comical to go
such far to See a gig of this size. Domwever, it rould fuen
out to be worth it.

Disfigured paid homage to their masters not only by
roeating Cannibal Corpse shicts (hell neah) but also by close
to copying the corpse in question. I remember especially
the fitét 8ong bad such a reek of Cannibal Corpse that one
could nothing but turn nostalgic.

Ysmodeus, a net acquaintance to me, had more both
identity and harmony in their music. From that little what
3 beard, it seemed alright.

S am Sute evernbody has alreadn mabe that ancient
joke about Cepptic Art's monicker So I will, for once, omit
it. Their et babd little to offer, I felt. Uninteresting mu-
8ic, all typical. I have no idea homw they Sound on demo.
e cloging "Breaking the Lamw” cover was not all that bad,
and 3 must day the vocal man, rwhatdoever hig name mwas,
bid not an all that bad performance with bis clean vocals.
@ertainly not every gruntman roould make it half that good
— gome mote work on that and we'll have a Singer to
remember bere.

QWhat was most entertaining, homwever, was when
Whatsoever Hig Name Was vanished backstage and tut-
ned up again with a torch and a bottle of flammable liquid.
The personnel at the place were not completely contented
with the citcus, and with right: the flames the guy Sperved
out literallyy licked the electric rireg in the lomw ceiling. We
might have got a bonfire worth talking about!

Then it rwag time for the Second live appearance of A
Mind Confused, headlining as usual... Let me tell you
that if theie firdt gig rwag “promising”, then they held their
promises with this show. Perfect performance, good sound,
evernthing roas excellent. The Set was intense enough to
pads by quickly, and deveral people felt the last Song tuts
ned up far too Soon.

Interested parties pethaps should ask the band about
the video that rwas recorded, the dound i outtanding and
the picture ig not bad either. Unfortunately the camcorder
ran out of batteries after one and a balf songs, but there i8
another full video available ag well. Br the way, the live
pictuteg on the album are from thig 8hor.

QBlL then top this gig next time?

Konstantin, Nicke and Johan on the third gig.

Mithotyn/Mage of Torment/
A Mind Confuged/The Matble Jcon

Saturday, September 27th at Viixtverket, Stockholm

3f this cevier veads slom it i8 because it was slow roritten
because fingers mere rorapped in tisues to prevent goaking
the Repboard in pus after games with the candle at the pub.
Glever.

St was rumoured there was another gig this vern same
night elgervhere in toron, with A Canorous Quintet, rhich may
explain whp there rwas plenty of people at Baxtverket. Being
nasty again, 3 knomw. Sorry.

The Macble Scon did not have a pleasant night. Their
mid-paced, if not doomish music ras not all that bad — not
ovetlp fascinating either 3 am aftaid — but the several ma-
jor fuck upg mabde things a little embarragsing.

St went a ot better for A Mind Confuged. First an intro
from "JRogemary’s Baby” that some hated, some such as
mpself loved, congidting of some baby babble and then a lullaby
— anb as it faded Toban let a cream, the bombs were fired
and thus "Out of Chaos Sparon” ras on. The bombs mere
rather effective: originally six bombg mwere planned to enliven
up the set, too at a time. But accidentally the first chazges
blew up the Second et of bombs as well, resulting in a toice
a8 porerful blagt. But bell, it ras only better.

91 Mind planed six songs, all nicked from “Anarchos”
with the exception of “Bengeance” from the debut demo. 3
road a little occupied with thingé [ike a camera that entertained
me by getting the film stuck (rhy neither Mage of ZTorment

ot Mithotpn roere eternalized this night) o I migsed some of
the action but from what I garw and heard it was a most
guccessful gig. Intenge and about the only mistake I noticed
roas rohen Thomas dropped bis drumstick when doing his
Tommy Lee trick that had worked g0 well at the rehearsal
toom. Both a soundboard tape and a video were recorded o
interested parties who migsed the shomw can 8till correct the
mistake.

Mage of Torment (maze of pain) used to be called Tor-
ment toho uged to be called Harmony whose name Blaash did
not like but whose gecond demo I liked. It wag death metal
with an individual, melodic twigt. Today, Mage of ZTorment
(mage of pain) have travelled a decade back to the Germany
of the mibseighties, the music of mhich they perform salted rith
the improved playing Eill of the ninetied. ot a copy band,
but man do they sound thragh. And man do they sound good.
TMaze of Torment (maze of pain) are thus hailed.

Mithotyn i8 a band T have been interested in evet dince
3 read that interviem mwith them pears ago. JMever quite getr
ting mp hand from ber atse to rorite them, this was my fiest
chance to hear them.

3 found the shrieky vocals monotonous and rather
unimaginative — while the outfit of the same man mas als
most too i At least my i does not quite
reach) far enough to comprehend rwhat Bestapo has to do with
viRings.

The music wag most well performed and of as high
quality 3 bad expected, although it rwas the slorer, mote folk
— ot heaoy metal — indpired parts that intrigued me most.

These are all my
thoughts. Who
locked them up?
Who was so
cruel? What was
the reason? Was
it my fault? I
always tried to
listen to all my
thoughts and
take cave of them
as a strict but
righteous father.
And now, when I
wander through
these corridors,
catacombs, I see

because they are
part of me.

If I would

DDOLL: DIES IRAE:

turn them loose
they would shred
me and feed me to
the birds. They
have been ignored
for too long and
can no more be
tamed.

thought after
thought that is
part of me, but
that I have never
thought before.
As long as they
are behind bars I
can never be free
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My Dying Bride/TCathedral

Monday, November 1 1th, 1896

...2nd thug we are back at Studion. This time we are expecting the most |mportam gig of

1895 ig not the kind of band I mwant to see these Cnglishmen perform with. But Studion
with Cathedral i8 ideal.

toasth

t!;c autumn — an expectation that ras fulfilled. But let us start from the beginning

The Blood Divine wete Supposed to open, but once entering the venue I didn't think
vocalman Darren looked like Darren at all, but more like... Lee? I did never, and I do mean
never, think My Dying Bride would be bigger than Cathedral. Perhaps it is just that
uncondcious addociation to Lee and big long career in this business that hag made Cathedeal
“big”. Still, where wete My Dying Bride rohen Cathedral released their debut? They were
Rinda recotding bemos, meren’t then? Gxactly.

Lee bid hig best to join the club of characteristic gingers mwho had performed at Studion
this autumn, and did it well. Gasily the most freaked out man seen on this stage for a rhile.
The most stoned one, too. IWith a completely indane outlook throughout the set, he managed
to urprige us even more by for example wiring the mike cable tight around big head and face
— too bad 3 ras not cloge enougl to get a goob pmun Zhis night of a nostalgic 70’8 groove
trip was pl but not completely

@uc to my merely l)alffl)ta:tcb attempts to gd a ticked to their last pear’s show I migged
Dy Dying Bride’s first vigit here, but I do not considet it a (088 becaude Iron Maiden 4 la

LIVE

“...Ctrike me down, cut me up and watch me bleed”. Who said misery was not
enjopable? 3t may not be congidered a generally ”constructive” (?) frame of mind but it sure
ag bell is something to get Ricks out of. The surprisingly pomwerful comeback that I congider
“Sike Gods of the Sun” to be was just as porerful live. Aaron grieved just as be is supposed
to do if he mants to appear credible, and evernthing was ag it mwas supposebd to be.

Almost. Because stubborn as I am, I roared “God I& Alone” and “The Focever
People” whenever I got the chance. Without success, of course. But I did not care if I
samw the get ligt on the stage floot in front of me — to come to Stockholm and play in front of
me only performing cuts from the lagt troo albums: no.

Later drummer Rick explained “Eod Is Alone” belongs to his favourite tracks as mel,
but thig mag guppoged to be a tout to promote the nemw album. O neab, what tour ign’f? One
single older song ras the only thing I ever Desired. Too much? Fuck that.

The lack of any traverse to their roots did not prevent this from being the shomw of the
ear, and easily one of the moét brutal ones likervige.

ATT
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o hon's life Dattiag? Still Ricking cadavers
anb catching old ladies with your bola?

— Qife i8 just fine besides from mp bad
back. Been eating painkillers and 8o on. Duch
better noro though. I don’t kick cabavers anp-
more since the boots attract the damn thing and
the whole house used to smell. It mells bad as
it i8. The house, that is.

— e bola broke on some hard lady and
3 had to otder a new one. Thep said it would
take them at least troo pears 8o the bola thingie
i8 out of question until then.

Gome time back pou planed a gig that our
friend §. Wallin deseribed to be a pretty nice
thing to experience. Has the show been broad-
casted net? And rohere did the radio get the idea
to broadcast a Hin Halen shorw? Perbaps it mas
a practical joke by Some icked engineer.

— Qes, our little “gig” ras broadeasted
on November 22nd ['96]. T think it mas the last
program ot something of “Garage och Buskage/
P3 Live” and apparently then wanted us to pats
ticipate. 3 think the gun who had the program
got big long fingets on our €D and liked it.

JBhat wag your opinion on the gig, by the
mwap? 3t was one of nout first ones, masn't it?

— Qes, it was the first gig ever for us as
a band and it went pretty good. I mas vern nets
vous but when I smashed the first drum stick into
the $nare drum it ras a dream come true. We
bab a vert) good response from the audience (thank
the datk one).

9lnd before [eaving thig topic 3 must just

During the autumn of the Year of the Rat, 1896, one
certain F. Wallin hinted me about a suspicious band in his
hometown. Following his suggestion I contacted Hin
Haley and consequently, thanks to their self released
mini CD, I realized they ruled. Ugly, filthy, stupid

rock’n’roll the hard way.
How could I possibly resist?

Snternet 8o the Hin Daley page i8 already long
gone.]

Does anybody outside this country knorw
about Hin Halen net? YPou ate obviously trying
to 8pread nour gospel abtoad as well. There i3
not even a Groedigh price on the flyers, just one
in quid and dollars.

— e have a contact in England who
i8 from rhat 3've heard roriting a reviem for Jé-
ten Magagine. Dunno, it might be out already.
SHope there will be more contacts soon... others
ise we wouldn’t bother Sending the CD'8 out.

Qre nou the one in Hin Haley who i8 so
interested in birds? TJust roondering, because both
on the €D anbd the flyer there i8 one guy looking
at the sky. Und since he i8 8hort haired and
drummers tend to be ghott baited... ot?

— Birds and birds... who knows? IJlos
pes, it's not me [ooking at the 8ky, it's Malin the
bass player and last time I checked she mwas a
8be.

S recently heard she changed sex, though.
— 3'm the ugly guy with the ugly hat.
S gee. Ob, one mote thing: Did nou hear

The Destitutes, a band from Stockholm rho sad-
[y quit a mwhile ago? They put out a demo in
1995 that was in the same [eague as pou.

— JQMopes, never heard of, but I'm sure
thete are [ots of good heavy bandg out there rho
you never hear or hear about. Since e live in
the middle of nomwbere o there ate seldom bands
playing live here, anbd if there are it's that euro-
digco ceap ot other horroes in the ame league.

ask pou if more gigs have been planned — and
i8 it impoasible to See pou at Some pub in Stock
holm? Perhaps the travelling codté from Ostersund would
not make it worthrobile?

— Big8... nes... TWe are looking for them, but since
3've had that bad back problem e need to Spend Some time
in the “garage” before we attempt that Stunt again. 3t
ould be very nice to play live in Stockholm or anprhere
elge for that matter, but a8 I Said e need some time to
become tight again.

QYou put up the band about tmo nears ago... I am
of the firm opinion that there, as a band, are morse wans
to 8pend trwo pears — I mean that I think pou definitely
have found pourself a style and identity of pour oron. Are
you satigfied mwith horw you have spent this time?

— Of courge I am. Our goal mas and is to coms
bine the 60’8 with the 90’8 sound. Our vision was “a
roall of Sound” and 3 think re have accomplighed that and
then gome. ZThe Hin Halen of tobay i8 much harder and
heavier than it roas roben we first Started.

9lnd how do pou intend to go on from here? Just fine
tuning nout ound?

— DBagically, but with new heavier songs... who
knomws. TWe plan to record Some nemw Songs and perhaps
epen Do a video for one of them. ThHis will take place this
gpring and should be out this summer if not Sooner.

S believe it i3 about time to pick up this proud firsts
born in nour modest discography, “Clectric Boladuster”.
St kicked me right in the heabd after the first few listenings.
So, Mattias, comments. Contented? Dissatisfied?

— Qe had absolutely no idea on how mwe would
Sound in 8tudio ince e had Spent our time rehearsing in
a room ith bad acousticg, but it turned out pretiy nice.
e are pleased with the result, but there are alwaps things
e could have done better.

Bood. 3f there wasn't, it rwould mean you had pas
ged nour peak and there would be nothing to do but to bury
the band for good.

$Homever, what I particulacly like are the heavy, groo-
oy, piga-offstype of riffé and the ruined vocals: that i§ rohat
makes rock'n'roll to me. Filthy, ugly and in pout face. Do
pou find Hin Halen ugly enough?

—®in Halen sure has the potential to become even
uglier but e think roe might be ugly enough for the time

SOKA;

being.

S gee robat you mean. Jtorv to the obvious question:
Homw has the response been? And horw mant copies do nou
have left now in December? I have #15...

9nd did you [oge much money by releasing the mini
9D by nourselves? Do hou find it a good alternative ins
stead of doing an ordinary demo?

— Zhe redponse has been bepond expectation, but
e haven’t been contacted by any record compant pet.
TBho knorws mwhat they are doing?! We ate currently in a
PR phase so answers might just come in any day.

— Qe have about 100 copies left I think, most
have been sold and dome bave been ghipped arway. Unfors
tunately the record can’t be bought outside Ostersund, but
1e ate working on it, but those who roould like a copy can
cither esmail the band (hinhalen@algonet.ge) with an ors
der ot travel to Ostersund and but one directly from one
of us, ot at one of the [ocal record shops. The mini CD
cost us about 15 000 Skr to do including the cover and
$o on but we thought it roould be much nicer with a TD
demo rather than a tape demo.

$Have nou got any complaints on the fiyer net, with
the intelligent invitation to visit The Official Homepage
of Hin Haley while giving only an esmail address ...and
the esmail addreds ig incorrect ag ell! ABb bell, as a mes
talhead one i8 supposed to be a beginner with all these In-
tetnet, computer, etc. Rind of things, don’t you agree...
computers are not rock'n'roll... but 8ometimes one can use
them in tockn’rollish purposdes as rell.

— QBe had no complaints but some problems with
the homepage thingie but it’s up and running now. The
abdress i8 hitp://rowr.algonet.8e/~hinhaley. The esmail
on the flyer should work. Four of us are “semi computer
netds” 8o e have had gome experience in the “field”. The
homepage i not complete yet but esmail roorks. Soon there
will be samples from our songs there a8 well ag a video-
clip from our [ive performance ot the planned video.

Jeom that you say it does not matter if the esmail
abdress i8 roritten in capitals or not I habd to tey it and to
my shock it worked. Hmb, at least the homepage cannot
be accessed by typing the address in capitals! Ulmwans
gomething. [Update: Mattiad has got piss bored of the

toenty : one A

3 believe these were my most acute ques.
tions for the moment. Kick nour mum in the butt
tonight, thanks and goodbye.

— Zhat Kick in the butt thing can be rather complis
cated unless I mwas a grave digger ot a grave robber, but
3 8ee what I can do.

Zhanks, I would appreciate it. Iothing beats a kick
in the butt, especiallyy not in bead ones ag long as nour boot
boesn't get stuck. The remaining members of Hin Halen
ate the guiterrorists Dats Obr and Morgan Soedlund.
Mattias forgot to tell me the name of theit singer but [ook
at the picture and come up mwith a name pourself. TMake
it domething brutal because these gung degerve a ginger
with a brutal name.

Would you like to become the owner of a signed and
numbered copy of the "Electric Boladuster” mini CD?
See, we have six copies to give away.

Wait, we don't give them away for free. What
we ask you to do is to answer to the following

question:
What i8 an electric boladuster?

Send your answer to the Davthvs Deadquarters
via e-mail or snail mail. The replies will be
scrutinized by Hin Haley and the band will also pick
the winners.

The contest closes on April 1st 1898.

HIN HALEY
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forbmmdrade frillrikets fall..”

I do not exactly know how far the name of
Otyg has spread but for me they were a new
acquaintance when I by chance heard their
“Bergtagen” demo from 1995. It was an
interesting attempt, and the following demo
'96 entitled “I Trollskogens Drommande
Morker” was even better. During that sum-
mer I then contacted Vintersorg, or Mr
Winter Sorrow as you may (or may not?)
call him internationally. He turned out to
be a man of good manners and thus we had
this conversation that follows.

QBhat's up, Bintersorg? You sl haven’t tried Progac, have nou?

— $Hail. I assume that you're talking about my name,
and of courde I don’t use antidepredsive medication. JIt's
for logers.

Pes. Then may ride on pink clouds if they find that inte-
testing. 3 don't like pink. And I don't like Progac.

QYou are quite a ferw people in Otng: hor does it work
really? 3 bet intervierving Doonspell in 1994 when
ther wete most contented with their 8ix man linesup. “St can
be out biggest dilemma or our most precious treasure.”
Appatently it turned out to be a dilemma for them, ba.

— Zhe guy in Moonspell reallyy made a point there.
3f many people are involved in a project of rbatsoever, it
means many will§ and intentions whicl can be devastating.
Sn Otng 3 think we've found a balance and harmony on a
musgical likewige a human level, Sometimes it Demands
compromiges to achieve that. And I think in the depths of
my heart that we've a Solid and lagting linesup.

Thig band mwag formed in the spring of 1995 when
Bintersorg (guitar, vocals), Mattias (guitar) and Stefan
(deums) got boeed by their old death/black metal band.

— QBe all felt that me manted to retun to the northern
toot8 both musically and Iyrically, to create a more primitive
and melobic music.

Yfter the usual hassle finding members they seem stable
with the additions of Daniel on bass, Cia on violin and
Samuel on Fer's harp. In August that pear the nine gong
Ddebut demo "Bergtagen” mwas recorded. In bis letter Binters
$org algo adds that despite the musical direction of Otng e
bas by no meang stopped listening to death ot black metal.

Storm mwas the firét musical project in the underground
that geriously — and successfully — blended metal with
Scanbdinavian folk mugic. Storm i8 obviously an influence
to Otng, and I even found Bintersorg to sound identical to
Satye in one place on the debut demo, o I asked the Otyg
main man whether it i8 possible to avoid adsociations to
Storm if one mixes Scandinavian folk music with distorted
quitars.

— 3 don’t care about that. I think we've created our
oron identity especially gince mwe're using violin and harp to

0TYG

bring other dimensions into our music, which is based on
noethern folk mugic and that kind of music almang hag had
it gimilarities betroeen the ongs. So 3 don't try to copy
anybody, 3 just rorite melodies that pop up from my innec
spheres.

— QAnd the go called “Satne” voice wasn’t meant to
sound [iRe him. T just needed a mighty way to express the
stopline propetly tight there, when the unbaptiged maid if
about to be taRen to suffer ingide the mountain hall by a
dreadful teoll.

— But you're probably right about the fact that people
will alwans dram the line and compare us with Storm.  3t's
0 hard to get a whole different sound, far amay from them.
Then you must uge some type of effects and it isn’t meant to
be, in my reflection over Otng.

QYes, and I do think pour both demos shoro enough tas
lent and matuity to prove nout point that pou do have pour
oton identity.

But. 3 am still not quite ready with this subject. The
concept of “Bergtagen” (or "Bergtatt”) is nothing a certain
band from Oglo bag copyright on, it being an od folk myth
— but I must sap that the logo of Otng i8 alse suspiciously
gimilac to theirs... Please explain this, Vintersorg!

— Gbhit! You got me there. Ha ba ha... No, I'm
just Ridding. I've had a concept over homw our logo was go-
ing to be formed in my mind and I knem teoll tails would be
in there gomemwbere. But I admit that I saw the Ulver logo

before our logo was official. On the other hand, it's a lot of
black metal bands that uge horng and claws, pentagrams,
canbdles in their [ogos. We also have a boiling troll caulbron
on the bottom of our logo 8o 3 think out [ogo against Ulver's
[ogo ig quite a bit different. You knomw, all things concerning
troll are very strong symbols in the Scandinavian folk tales.

Do pou think there will be a Nerw Wave of Sredish
Folk Detal goon, rohen the kids realize folk metal is “cooler”
than all thig mebiocre black metal this country has been flooded
by? Ot do you think it i8 hardet to compoge folk metal than
black metal?

— 3 can’t see a new folk metal cene in a near future.
But who knoros?

QBell, I don’t, and that's why I asked pou. Stupid.

— Gome people and bands change their music and
attitude more often than they're changing their undermear.
And if those bands (edpecially if then'te riding on a trend) get
a record deal, I hope the audience i8 smart enough to see
through their lies and not buy thede records. Cause then're
not morthy to overtake the northeen inberitance of folk music.
But if it's a serious band I think it's okay, so they can help
us to preserve a tradition.

— QBben it comes to what's harder to compose, folk
ot black metal, 3 don’t have any good answer. 3t's more
like homw to create, folk music i8 built on trong and geductive
melodies and the idea of black metal i§ an intenge, datk and
atmospheric music. And I love ‘em both.

Sort of best of two worlds, then. Why chooge when
pou can have ‘em both, said the bigamist.

Your troo first demos are faicly similaz, both being wells
performed anbd never ending up tedious despite being balf an
bour each. You say you bave nine nemw gongs already —
Do thep differ more from the demos?

2And homw do nou plan to improve pour music? Br gets
ting cloger to pure folk?

— Our nerw songé are manbe a bit slower (but we also
fave mid tempo songs like on our eatlier 8tuff) and they are
probably a step cloger to the traditional folk mugic. 3t'8 quite
bard to really knom because e haven’t tecorded ‘em net. I
roeote the music on out two demos and I rrote thege nine or
mote likely ten nerw gong8. And I can imagine that the people
rho like our demos roon’t be disappointed in these tracks. I
bon’t exactly knomw how Otng i8 gonna sound in the future,
hor roe improve in our mugic and that Rind of stuff. But I
Enom one thing for gure, that Otng i8 almaps gonna play
hymns of the north.

You told me the fate of thege nem Songé mwagd not sure
et — bave you started looking for a cd ot a mini d deal?
2nd what would you say about releasing a third demo: a
waste of time or a chance to imptove even mote before the
debut?

— I be honest, e haven’t dent our demos to any
recotd company at all, except one which reote to me and aghed
for ‘em. On thig vern dan of September roe’re just about to
gend ‘em atound, and it’s about time. Our latest tape was

JAG
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recorded in March 8o we're shocking slorv.

[March 1996. T monder who's the slomest bere. |

— 2 thitd demo ouldn’t feel like a good choice, e
mant to reach a wider audience and e all think that we've
bad out ghate of Demo recordingé and are nomw aiming for a
contract.

[21 thicd demo i8 revierved herein, a record i8 to be
releaged through Mapalm shortly. I bate having fo add
updates. It makes my laziness painfully obvious.]

3 must gap that pour [pricé are not only vern mell
arranged to the mudic, but they are well written and have a
good thyming. Dost people around do not care about thyming
and when then do, the result i often embarrassing. 38 thig
thyming in your yricg domething that pou alrans have aimed
at, or Dib it fust tutn up by itself, Rind of naturalln?

— Rhanks. I've been interested in poetry for ome
pears nomw and my interedt grorog as I plunge deeper into it.
Qreating with words really feeds my spiritual hunger with
beauty, gief, lust and other feelings. And roriting about folk
mythg (which ign’t just myths in my opinion) i8 very stim-
ulating, it's one of the most important things in my life right
now. About chyming I just say that a good poem thymes,
otherrvige it'é [oging ité floring tempo and beauty, therefore
the thyming i8 a natural thing for us.

Qou ging about forests and trolls and winter nights.
Horw much can you actually vary these topics? Or i8 just
enough to cover the same topics as so many bands have before
you, only concentrating on doing it bettes? Ot do you think
you have covered gpecial topics already? Like what?

— We'll continue dealing with mpstical and often
benied creatures of Scandinavian nature. There are lots of
topics robich haven’t been mentioned pet. We have a new
song called “DnrdingarDMartprium”. A “mprding” or “my-
ling” (it' the same) i a child which has been put to death,
usually the reagon ig that the child mag boen by an unmarried
couple, and in old times that was pure sin. So they rather
Rilled the baby than carried the shame themselves. But the
child comes back from the dead for its revenge. And there are
[otg of other topics left to rrite about so 3 don’t think re’ll
tun out of ‘em.

During the latter years e have seen an ever increading
amount of “forest metal” — black metal bands singing about
beep woods and tall trees. Don’t pou find this a tad fars
fetched? Gxactly rohat does black metal bave to do with forests
anpmway?

Black metallers mock lyrics that deal with environmental
problems, while at the same time 8o many of them claim to
be “deeply ingpiced” by forests and natute... I find this very
amusing. 3t was most refreshing to hear Nifelheim
garcastically comment thig vern same tendency, adding “We
are like a chaingam in the northern forest!”

— @rics is alrans personal for the writer. Of courge
it could be just one hourd with pen and papet, but hopefully
the pergon mwho rorites it expresses, explaing or describes
gomething with it. And if the riter thinks it fits to a song,
S can’t blame ‘em for putting that yric theme to a gpecial
music style.

Gr... aba. JRow either pou o me migsed the point Some-
where. I mwas talking about hypocridy, but with a diplomatic
tmwigt herr Bintersorg managed to remain neutral.

How has the response been to these nour demos — rbat
has the most gevere criticigm been about? And bave you ad-
vertiged nourselves much? I must admit that hadn't it been
for an acquaintance of mine 3 rould not even knorw about
pour existence...

— Gince me haven’t been gelling copies no gerious
criticisms has been made. But friends and those who oron

Skuggestalt i vintergryning hallfast i skuldror,
i 4drorna sjuder triget trollpiskat demarksblod.

MOOR PHOTO BY M. STOCK

out demog have given ug credit for our work.

nd have nou planed at the Tristock Festival? A8 far
a8 3 know, anbd that i usually not very far, this is supposed
to be some gort of festival up there in Ghellefted.

* — o, we haven’t performed there. We mwere
supposed to, but the whole thing just drifted aray.

Have nou alwans appeeciated folk mugic or was it an
interest that flamed up shortly before Otng? How did you
see folk music, day, five pears ago? DMy interest in folk mu-
gic was born mwhen I heard The Pogues and especially The
Dubliners...

Do nou have gome orchestras to recommend? Have you
heard Noreldtar? They mwere excellent, pure folk for sure,
unlike Garmatna, although I deeply dig the eatly material
of the latter a8 rwell,

— 3 explored the gpitit of folk music about four to five
pears ago duting a vigit to my grandfather. He lent me some
tapes and gome of them 3 liked, others not. At that time I
mostly listened to death/black metal but the more I got into
the folk music the more I liked it.

— 3've heard RNoreldtar and they're okay, and I also
take yout gide when it comes to Sarmarna. Their early stuff

“Garmatna” and “Bittrad” i8 very good but nowadans it
feels like they are under the record company’s control, their
lategt record i8 very overproduced. And a band I can
rec b nou i8 the Norwegian Folque, and we have a band
here in Shellefted called Bynja which is about to release their
debut.

Qnd hor do nou find the folk music of other countries,
it ble to the Scanbdinavian kind? P [y 3 have
come to the conclugion that real folk music i8 almost ad
enjonable evernmwhere — there i8 Something honest to it.

— 3 think some Jrigh and English are quite enjonable,
but S don’t like folk music from the Middle Cast. Man bhag
alans sought his bistory and roots and to take our inberitance
anbd create something of it i very, very honest. Unfortunately
it’s a dying inberitance in Some roay, causde many young
people despise the old folk music anbd it8 values.

3 may bave forg to ask about thing relevant...
have 3? Thanks for your time andrering this gmall interviero,
anpray.

— 3 thank you imo for sending me these questions
and I wish nou good luck with your jine.

Zhat can be very needed, thank pou.

P4 frostbesldjad bergsklint skdnjes trinande huldror,

de varelser imnar forslava min av styrka och mod.

Vintersorg

‘ JStfan

- Daniel

Genom skog och mark, mot nordanvind s stark.
Dir svaglynta finner en déd si brad.

Vittervandrad jord stir klidd i vinterddslig sloja,

En fager synvidd priglad utav fjillmyr och branter,
dir lderstigna furor resligt strickes mot skyn.
Snokristall pa soldrinkt gren likt isdiamanter,

for vind de dansa lyriskt i dgonfignade syn.

Genom skog och mark, éver frusen flark.
Med spjutets spets upphojd han soker sitt villebrad.

’

han lagmilt skadar spiren frin 6versinnlig virld.

De synes i den djupa snén som Linge sig skall droja,
i lidelsefrihetstrakt den mangbesjungna hird.

Bland kitteldal och fjillrygg han beger sig att himta,
sitt byte vars hjirteblod skall firga isen rod.

1 fjirran bygd dir skola sjilaklockan héras klimta,
nir kolden offer krivt skall det itas sorgebrdd.

"Trollpiskat Odemarksblod” from "Galdersang Till Bergfadern” demo '97. Unfortunately no English translation available, and no, your deaditor will not give it a try...
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Stones

And yet another journcy

to the homes of our dearly departed.

Pick a stone and piss on it...
or merely sit and philosophize.
Or sit and talk to the man

or god beneath you.

Kronobergsparken, Stockholm

Zhere are people rwho do not share my dimension, my
gphere, my vier, my enes... but 8till have a conception
of what I see. One of these people hinted me about
the mestern part of the Kronobergd Park on Kungs-
holmen in Stockholm.

Zhe dource turned out to be reliable because mwhat
3 found mas one of the better gravenards I have seen
in Stockholm: exactly rhat I bave sought for 8o long.
Ruined, meatherbeaten stones, cracked or demolished
and surrounded by an iron fence. The gate mwas
chained and [ocked and the key itself bardly exists
anymore.

Zhis crisp and veryy cold Monday morning in
NRovember shored me the place covered by a thick veil
of dead leaves, with a thin laner of snomw.

St tuened out to be a forgotten Jervisl cemetery.
Onlyy one or trwo stones rere untainted, all others had
started turning one with their durroundings. Since
my Hebremw i8 not vern good I could not decipher the
ages of any stones, except the one mwhere I, not
without difficulty, found the Arabic numbers of the

GARDENS OF STONES

near 1938. My guess i8 that the oldest stones are
feom the late 19th century and up to perbaps the
fotties ot fifties.

Zhere i8 no church in connection to this grave-
natd, it i8 dimply one fenced coened of the big park.
3 have malked acrods thig park before — probably
passed the gravenard itself — roithout paning notice
to the Stones.

Homw proud I am. We do have beautiful
gravenards in Stockholm. After all.

Little Downham, Cambridgeshire

Zhe large withering stones sudbdenly popped up in
front of me, partly exposed from the night by the fero
street lights. I had no reason mwhatsoever to even be
in thig small village —  just bappened to get Stuck
in the village of Cly one night, without a place of rest
ot possibility to travel on, 8o I could really do nothing
but mwalk around and thug eventuallty ended up in Little
Domwnham.

The grass [ooked as interesting from a
physiological point of vier a8 the Btones did from a
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psnchological, 8o I decided to 8mash tro flies in a
steoke and study the place cloger. .

3n a sende Cngligh gravenards, of hich I sar
the first three after only troelve hours in the country,
are gimilar to Swebdish ones: you've geen one of
them, you've seen them all. The difference is just that
the Cnglish ones appear to be equally as enthralling
a8 the Sedish ones are frite.

3 cannot really tell more about this place in £t.
Domnham, and I must admit I mwas mostly
interested in exploring the possibilities of a ray to
nevet nevetland. This proved problematic.

Zhe Bod's Acre in this village tutned out to be
a teue Parig By Night. A8 if the trwo perdistant ants
ot 8piders on my left hand rere not enough together
with the grass that grerv colder and metter the [onger
3 staned, there mas a whole circus including at least
three catlike animals (pechaps deceased ones?) planing
about and then that peculiar light reflection on the
chuech roall, the source of which I never found.

So after led8 than an bour I found myself on
the road again — but this time rith nerv tones to
think about.

Ely, Cambridgeshire

...Having returned to Cly during the dame night and
mwandeted about for a fery hours I samw the shape of
a cathedral againgt the reddigh sunrige, encircled by
bitdg. 3 mwent cloger anbd it turned out to be one
athedral of St. Mary the Birgin. Sothic architecs
ture at it8 best with literally hundreds of gargonles and
grotesques grinning doron at me, us being the only
creatures up at this time of the dap. I did see the
milkman, though.

The actual graves rwere neatly, or Sometimes [eds
neatly, lined up againgt the mwall that urrounded the
place. For some reason the grass had been spared.
But the stones, the stones. Well, most of them dated
to the earlyy 18008 and almost all rere heablined by
"Gacred” with a subheading that said “to the memorry
of”.

A faitly ordinary place, with roge bushes and
everpthing, but 3 still fondly think about my ugly
small friends gitting on the building. Me likes them
gargoples. Them gargoyles like me. US happy.

Penzance, Cornwall

This gravenard has a most pleasant situation on the
top of a bill, 8o betroeen the Stones nou can see the
endless Atlantic Ocean ot perhaps rather the Britigh
Qanal: excuse me mty geography. This bigh gpot algo
teduces the mobest traffic of Pengance into a distant
blur, if nou even bear the blut as the gulls are not very
quiet bere.

What strikes me most are these palmlike half-
sized trees everprohere. Gives a most unexpected
touch of the exotic south.

9 not veryy big place but I surelty roould gpend

much time here if the regidents were curded enough
to have mygelf among them. And I roonder horo old
this tree i8, the one just beside the black, mell-chisel-
[ed and sprederved tone from the 18408 that I am
[eaning my back on. £ooks older than 150 nears to
me — but what do 3 knor about trees.

Tust about to [eave I notice the two piles of dog
#8bit that have been teasing mn nostrils for a mwbhile.
Fot a while I thought it mas my soul that was
smelling 8o foul.

Salisbury, Wiltshire

3t i8 pugsling horw evernbody in Cngland only started
bying in the 1840'8. Of course it i8 a [o better than
another certain counteyy — often mocked in this
patticular gection of this journal — robere there
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apparently masg no civilization or population
mwhatgoever on the 19th century, judging by the
cemeteries.

Zhe one here in Saligbury, by St. Thomas
Ebhurch (not far from mwhat for a savage Finn looks
like a cathedral), mas all [ocked 8o the recently
devouted bacon, mushrooms, beans, egg, toast and
tea hab to bear with me climbing over fences.

3 can dee about thirty randomly places 8lots,
mosdt of them mith a monument regembling a
garcophagus but being fat too émall to feature a body
unlesg it bad been badly abuged or should I san
ghortened.

3 can see two headstones, the upper parts of
wbich are shaped [ike an octagon with a crogs within.
Octagons are usually connected to occultism, some
claiming them to mock the star of David which i8
constructed of too triangles a8 opposed to the tro
rectangles of an octagon.

The gmaller stone does have illegible incriptions
mhile the larger appears to have been blank despite
the corrosion that theoretically could bave licked the
rotds arvay).

Itor I mish to bo my morning toilet and Since
3 do not know about the English fines for shitting
on a grave, I habd better [eave.

Church of St. John the Baptist, Ayr, Scotland

Sited not far from Anr cite cenire, this gravenard by
the church of St. Jobn the Baptist was founded in
1656. St faces river Anr which makes this particular
gide of the cemetery an especially pleasant place fo
mellow out in. The sight might not be overrbhelming
at this verty time rohen most rater Seems fo bave fled,
leaving only some mubddt stream, but at least nou can
git there in peace.

Or pethaps not. On this particular Thursday
afternoon (it i8 bard to rorite during the night) 3 am
first approached by some junkie mho tries to explain
something mbile [eaning to a stone and opening the
sippet of big pants. I decide to bave a look at some
other cotner of the place anb sit there for five minu-
tes starting to rorite this vern revier, rben some stu-
bent comes up to me posing some questions. Well,
having bis identity card presented to me I can but
congratulate the Anr Police Dept. for good civil ca-
mouflage. Sood that T refrained digging with my
hand in that broken Sarcophagus I sar the moment
before. At least then did not suspect me to be an
exbibitionist like the police did at Skoasknrhogdrden
in Gtockholm lagt autumn.

Geveral of the stones appear fo be in sandstone
which means that apart from the mithering ones, some
look a8 if they rere melting aman. The area of the
patd i8 not verty big but the pleasant variation and
excessive corrosion of the headstones makes me wish
3 had mote time to examine this place. Or at least
that 3 had a proper cameta with tripod and b/t film
ingtead of the pocket one I borromed.

Here in the end I must only add that apparently
not only junkies, civil copg or death heads like
putselves do gpend time here: one dan mwhen Sitting
by the riverside mith our backs against respectives
stones, GSergerog the Unboly and mpself mitnessed
a bog pass by with a piece of some poor bastard’s
gravestone in his jaros. Then be lifted his leg and
pigsed on a grave before picking up the piece again
and strutting aran.

St. John's Tower, Ayr, Scotland

Not exactly a gravenard, this. It i8 the ruing of an
abbey, ot torver, urrounded by a roall and gome frees.
The gates roere [ocked but with help from The Porvers
of Hell we ent a Thunderbolt of Black Blaging Fire

LANGTAN

L 5 3

I 5 2%

IANVARIVS 1898

Saman gives us a visual report from his local Fried

am Siidstern graveyard in Berlin-Kreuzburg.

to crush them and paid a visit to the very fer graves
found bere.

9 fer 8potlights have been placed ingide the
torer making it8 windorws glom green at night. The
doot to the toret mwag [ocked as mwell and since re had
run out of thundetbolts mwe rent to study the graves.

Zhere mere only a fer to be found in the shadorws
of the trees. One grave mwas actually beneath a tree:
a great tree has namely sprung from the very spot of
the assumed body. Interesdting snmbolism, because
the body belonged to the last witch burned in Anr, back
in the 17th century.

The Necropolis, Glasgow, Scotland

Blasgomw a8 a city i8 nothing I enjoy particularly
much. Dirty, filthy, ugly... but I [ike filth. Yes, but
not thig kind of filth. The filth of Slasgom i8 not nice.
3 bave been bere before, and each time I have
concluded it does live up to it8 fame. 3 am somes
bom fagcinated by ité complete ugliness but 3 never
misg$ it having left.

Qdmittedlyy I have only seen parts of this city
but I like to keep some of mp prejudices, thig being
one of them. 2nd I told pou I am fascinated about
it anphor? just to calm all local patriots.

On youe way to the Neceopolis, right before the
naceot tiver, there ig thig black cathedral the name
of robich evades me (or never came to me). 3f a
christian builbing can [ooR evil, then this one does...
this building repregents the kind of filth 3 enjoy in
Blasgom.

Zhe Necropolis ig atop a bill with a smog-filled
viem over the city. While climbing to the top you soon
tealize that they have a [ong and proud tradition of
grave degectation in this part of Scotland: the stones
are crushed anb tipped over more often than not.

QRe found a headless angel Ining in the bushes
and after a moment of searching Sergoroth [ifted up
bis trophy: a marble angel head, noroadans in the
man’s bedroom.

Sntruded family vaults, destroned sarcopbagi
and a multitude of beet bottles and tragh. One locked
pault had a small windor but when [ooking inside it
roas too datk to see. I took a picture with flagh and
once having beveloped the film roll it was again pro-
ped that 3 bo find my birds no matter 3 gee them or
not: quite a fero dead bitds mwere [ning Scattered over
the nervdpapers anbd beet cans. They had found a rvay
in but not a ran out. Tnpical Stupid pigsbirds.

3 gpent a good rhile ralking around anbd looking
for the southetn gate, mhere this particular angel o

GARDENS OF STONES

ALL 3 BY SAMAN




[ANVARIVS 1848

o0t : fudtunC DAATH

virgin Statue wag Suppoged to be. - She i8 rumoured to turn bet head
after the vigitors — but if nou turn back and see ber look at nou, you
will turn to stone. I mant to be stone.>

3 did not find ber, but I found a multitude of other Statues.
Deabdless angels lying in the grass, or a rwoman mwith two angels begide
her, all three of them oxidated and as'if covered by gnomw, hadn't this
been in August. Another group that was part of a monument consgisted
of a poung man looking up to hig mother: mwith ber bead in big arms.
Who said grave desecratord have no humour?

The Pet Cemetery, Turki, Finland

On one 8ide of the roabd i8 the'main gravepard of Surku. Zidy romws of
tiby stones. On the other side-of the road thete i8 only a forest. o,
not a mere forest — the occasional small white crogs glows here and
thete... among the trees and the bughes -

Small winding paths lead me this Summer night into a Scenery most
memotable. 2hig small forest in the hillside i8 crammebd full of most
varied kind of crossesd and 8mall headstones tanging from polished
geometricallty perfect ones to mere bricks or whatever the orner of the
animal happened to find or afford. Mo clinically clean graves but a
savage nature guarding the hundreds of small skeletons beneath the gro-
und.

2hig gravenard i not official, net the government has noticed it and
has, actually, respectfully probibited anpbody to touch this area. 3t ig
the Pet Sematary and £o it shall remain. It is supposded to be an intes
testing place at christmas rhen it ig lit up by countless candles,

Probably I am only making things more complicated than
neceddary, Searching for a ghadom in the sunshine (still, that is mwhere
they are found) ...but this place evokes some interesting thoughts in mp
wotld. Despite its most sincere and benevolent intent, this pet grave-
vard i8 a beretic place. Ehristianity does not allow one to lift up an
animal to the level of man. Humanity rvas designed by our creator to
be the croron of his creation — to compate it to an animal i8 a blagphemn
torwards this certain mr Bod. But here the traditions of human decease
— gravestones, ingcriptions... — are uged for dead animalg. 3 like
this place...

Zhe most luxurious grave in this unintentionally antichristian burial
Site had an indcription carved in a gold-coloured plate. 3 tranglate: “Zhe
mote 3 learn to Rnom man, the more I love the dog.” A most
memorable, intriguing, beautiful place, thig pet cemetery. mean, Pet
Sematary.

The Turku Graveyard, Finland

A most typical gravenard of Finland or Scandinavia, Rorws of graves
with straight Lines of bushes in an almost unending pattern, or 8o it feeld
bue to the uniformity. Zhere was no time to troll through the entire
area and to be honest (for a change) I doubt T migged anpthing
particularly dramatic.

2o the right one could see bushes that were unusually wild and big,
and with no headstones. St rvill probably be taken into uge late, when
mote grave plots are needed. But mait — there are stones bere, in fact
entire tors of them. 3 only failed to notice them because the uncut
bushes bid them,

Zhis part of the gravenard turned out to be for babies. “Born
1959, dead 1959”... Many of them not even having lived a dap. Or
at the mogt onlyy a couple of pears. Gtone after stone dedicated to “our
bearest”. These mothers did not even knomw their chilbren. St rvas just
a thing in their vedpective belly, like an ever-groming dinner that they
carried around for nine months, only to then, when born, bury the bas.
tard straight amay.

Med hinderna knutna i vrede
ligger i graven en man.

Grym ir hans uppsyn, som strede
han in. Det ir minniskan.

Fast kalk de strott Sver dragen
han inte férintas vill.

Igen skall han komma i dagen
och visa att han ir till,

Ihop han begravts med tusen

och alla ir liksom han.
Férmultna skall minnen i blusen,
men aldrig minniskan.

Pir Lagerkvist, 1940
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PHOTOS BY DTHS MGZN EXCEPT AUTUMN LEAVES BY J. PETAGNO
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At the Necropolis, headless angels bless you! Below Ieft we see the grave belonging to the last
witch burned in the Scottish town of Ayr, and the tree that has sprung up on the spot. To the
right, Joe Petagno sends this, when in colour, fiery greeting from Copenhagen.
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QWhat the fuck’s up, Martin?! Are things death metal
in Hedemora?

— Hell yes, things are quite O.K. here... A few things
are irritating but what the fuck...

Homw did nou experience this mini tour you recently had
with Ceabdle of Filth? Did these theatrical Englishmen treat
pou with redpect — and did the audience do that? DHere in
Stockholm the response to pout set was not exactly overmwhels
ming... a round of applauses betroeen the songs was the only
reaction. Dy omwn viero on your gig mas that although it
Definitely sounded good, the drum machine was a rather ses
rious deaback. I have a huge problem with Kalimaa, I do...
and 3 do not think T am not the only one.

— Qeal), we planed with Tradle on their dates here in
the north. We did Copenhagen, Odense, Stockholm and
Helginki and we bad a great time! The Ceadle dudes mere
really friendly and their road crew as well. Cven if thep are
a "big” band they had a down to earth attitude which many
other bandg lack... We booged a ot mith ‘em, especially on
the feren to Finland, thep liked our music, etc. So there i8
nothing to complain about.

— The audience in Stockholm masn’t g0 fucking excis
ting but that seems to be the case rohen support bands play
in pour "nolltta” area! 3 have seen many gigé in Stock
holm and it'8 alwang the dame thing, wben the Support band
i plaping the audience ig alwans sitting ot standing like sta-
tues...

— 3f nou have a problem mwith the deum machine it's
up to pou! You are certainly not the only one who has pro-
blems with us using a drum machine but honestly I don't
cate... e do our thing our way!

DBy the way, you bave not planed live that horribly much
lately, ith the exception of this mini tour, have pou? The
other guitarigt deemed a little 8hy ag he Seemed to prefer stan-
ding with bis back to the audience... but rhat do I knomw,
perbaps he alroans does that. Then the vocalman ingisted on
cither matching the ceiling or the walls... it did look a little
amuging.

— Rope, as nou know it isn’t the easiest thing in the
world to get gigs for a death metal band!

Probably not in Hedemora anymway.

— We planed a few gigs in the end of last pear, that's
all. imo, it’é time to clean pour glasses! Our guitarist,
Qlndreas, didn't stand with hig back to the audience... IThe
stage ras quite small and Cradle had a lot of equipment so
there wasn’t so much space for us... We bad about ten minu-
teg to do our soundcheck o if Andreas turned around once
or tice to check out the amp it was quite natural, or...?

Looked fun no matter what.

— 3 bave no idea homw our vocalist acted on stage, it's
up to him if be prefers to watchy the birds... You maybe uns
derstand that it isn’t o fuckin’ overwbelming to play when
the audience did act a8 they did!

Yeb. You and Kenneth rocked hard, though.

3 know this topic has been discussed oft before, this
pour ugage of a deum machine, but I am aftaid I will once
again have to ask pou whether nou really intend to go on
like this? Well, it is "original”, pes — but mere originality
i# not alwayg too good. If that would be the cage, why don't
pou mear a skitt on stage, it would be very original, wouldn’t
it, Maxtin.

3f you would find a reagonable derummer that roould fit
within the band, would you pick him and Rick the machine?
3 think that with a vecord like "Reflections” out, your chan-
ced finding the right man mill be a lot better.

— QBhen we bought our drum machine we didn’t bup
it in order to be original! It roas a choice between continu-
ing @entinex or not... When our previous deummer left the
band mwe didn’t find any replacer g0 we bough Kalimaa ins
tead. Personally I'm happy with the deum machine situa-
tion, 3 feel comfortable oith it botly live and in the &tudio, and
as T said earlier, I don’t care too much about others’ opinis
on...!

— Yes, if we roould find a drummer rho roould fit into
entinex both mugically and pergonally there i8 a possibility
that we could 8Rip the machine...

QWhen stubdning a five pear old Tentinex interviery I can
gee that you already back then had problems rvith drummers.
QWhat is wrong with the drummers in Hedemora? Are they
an unugually unceliable race or ig there just a general lack of
them?

2nd hor about this bloke called Foakim Sustafsson —
in Syphilis #2 bis age i said to be 10 pears: i thig a mis-
print or mag be really eight to nine pears pounger than the
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rest of the band? If 80, I cettainly do understand there has
been a lack of drummers in Hedemora.

— Zhat's true, drummers have alays been a problem
for @entinex! Zhig drummer, Kalimaa, i8 our third "sticks.
man”. 2# pou maybe knorw Hedemora i8 a small place in
the middle of norohere (almost!) 8o it'8 quite hard to find a
good drummer bere... There are a few in this toron but they
bon'’t like thig Rind of music 8o thep can’t even play it, and
those who can, thep are personally on a different level!

— 3t wad a migprinting in Spphilis #2, "Flint
Tocke” as 20 pears old...

Sounds mote probable, nes.

But let ug stay in thode dans a little longer... The idea
with troo vocaligts apparently did not wotk very long either,
bid if? Quite understandable that either one of them roould

Soon to be considered
veterans in the Swedish death
metal circles, "Reflections” finally
gave Centinex the push they needed
to emerge from the obscurity of
demos, cassette ep’s, forgotten split
singles and releases on the ever so
dubious Wild Rags Records.

Bassmaster Martin talks.

be bored unless he rould have an instrument to pick on. 3t
was a good tey, though, and it seems like people were positis
ve torwards the idea back then.

— Pou’re right, I think it ras quite a good idea fo use
two vocaligts, it was rather original for a death metal band
but gadly things didn’t ootk out so well. 3f you have troo
vocalists in the band they have to be equally good, othermwige
it can’t wotk... People were in general positive torwards the
ibea but today if we listen to the "Subconscious Lobotomy”
@D, the album on mwhich we used two vocalists, we notice
that there should have been a bigger diffecence betroeen the troo
vocal gounds...

Toreover, at [east one of the vocalists should have gome
insteument to entertain himself (and hopefully others) with.

ii.

"TMalleus Maleficarum” was a good effort, but as the
featured recordings are of varied age thep are thus also of
varied quality — and releasing a record on Wild Rags i8
usually not that much to brag about anymwan. The distribus
tion i8 most limited thanks to the dubiousness of the label and
although their releases could be congidered "underground”,
moét of them Do appear ag second clags products.

Your feelings on “Malleus”? If tempted, pou are also
roelcome to enlighten us about the entite history nou had with
Rild Rags and hor the relationship finally ended... Do you
find pourgelves being uged?

— Yeab, the Wild Rags story i8 a long and tricky one
but I tey to explain the detailg a8 good a8 I can... The first
time we came in contact with IWild Rags was back in ‘93
when e had recorded our “Unbder the Blackened Sky” pros
mo tape. We mwete in touch with a few labels for a nerw €D
deal and mwe mwere supposed to sign with the Cnglish faggots
Zombstone, but that deal didn’t become reality due to the fact,
a8 many know by nor, that Mark Bren and hig Tombstone
Records i8 a heavily untrusty rip off label!

— Anpmway, Wild Rags offeced us to releage the pros
mo a8 a casgette G in the of ‘93 and we agreed. Back then
evernthing ment gmootbly, roe got our free tapes, etc, so e

had no cosopetation problems. In June ‘94 we did then
tecotd the "Transcend the Dark Chaos” tape which we did
release ourselves and after Wild Rags had heard it they offes
ted to release those four tracks ag a mini D! We agreed
once again, and the release date roas nomw set to September
1994.

— But then things started to fuck around, the release
was delaned and the release date was changed a fer times
and the nemw date was now in April 1995. It became April
and nothing bappened, Wild Rags had excuses all the time
by thep didn’t velease the mini €D... In May 95 we did
enter Abnss Studiod to record three nemw tracks, mainly to
test our drum machine, and rohen W.R.R. did hear those new
ones they came up with the brilliant ibea to include thoge also
on the digc o thep could ell it as a full length CD!

— TBe mere stupid and agreed! We decided to name
the €D "Malleus Maleficarum” and Wild Rags promised
to release it in October ‘95! But ag pou maybe understand
the mhole 8hit was delaned once again and finally it came out
in April 1996! Gven if we were happy that the D was
finally celeaged e reren’t bappy for the facts that Wild Rags
bad mabe a totally different layout than the original roe gent
‘em anb they have even added a fuckin’ "bonug” track from
the “Unbder the Blackened Sky” tape!

— Qe had gigned withy them for two D3, "Malleus
Maleficarum” being the ficst, but after these problems we did
decide to give them the finger and gearch for a nerw label! So
roe Did, and needless to sap that they weren’t 8o incredibly
happy that roe broke the deal...! So ag you unbderstand we
are totally fed up with Richard and Wild Rags, the only good
thing was the digtribution and promotion in the States which
i8 quite satisfping...

Gmangipation, then? The distribution and professiona-
lity of this label definitely holbs higher standards than that of
QBild Rags. But nou rwere not very pleased with their pros
mo sheets, rere nou? Qalling pou black metal i8 one of the
most tetarbed statements I have heard for some time, and
not only retarded, but outright ing as it i8 obvious they
id thig only because black metal gell8 so good these days.

— 3t i8 Diehard Music who i8 responsible for the
promo/bio sheets, not Emangipation! There are a few facts
in thoge biographies that roe don’t mant but what can roe do,
roe samw ‘em when they were printed and ceady! I agree with
pou, it' totally wrong to call us black metal, we are a death
metal band, nothing more, nothing less! Then wanted to
change our logo for the album cover, on gome promo flyers
you can gee the changed one, but we said that we wanted the
original one, the one you mabde, hab...

Hor much can a label decide about the bands they have
8igned? 3t can be unberstandable that if the band suggests a
completely aroful lapout, for example, the label could digcuss
it with the band — but it should never ignore the band’s
opinion. Luckily Emanjipation do appear to respect nou,
bhowever.

— QWe have been ucky with Emanzipation go far, they
baven't tried to affect us in any direction, they have respec-
ted all our ideas. So our cosoperation i running smoothy

In..

[24¢ a matter of fact, the band signed duting the autumn
for Repulse Records, Madeid, Spain.]

Other than that, if we concentrate on "Reflections” it
gelf, pou must be quite contented? Finally a record you are
roorthy of — it dounds good, [ooks good, has a decent distris
bution.

— Qes, e are satisfied with the whole album! Of
course there are a few thingg robich could have been done difs
ferently, but 3 think that if pou are 100% satigfied with an
album there i8 no use continuing anpmore, then nou have
achieved hat you rwere reaching for! The only thing rbich
i8 itritating at the moment i8 that Diebard are changing dists
tibutors in many countries so there has been a mall problem
in getting our €D in some places! G.g., there hag been no
decent distribution in Sermany 8o far but those problems
ghould be sorted out in a month or two... But othermise
evernthing i8 O.K., but the next album will be better... clis
ché or mhat...?

SHave people expressed any enthusiasm for the fact that
pou lack thig tobay 8o typical gothenburgian influence and
instead have pour roots in the older Swedish death metal?
Ihig i what I consider pour greatest strength.

— Qeal, there are many who have said that they like
the album because of the fact that there are these traces from
L&)
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music but 3 think we will always have influences from the
old Sroedigh death metal scene. When rve started the band
e roere much into this Dismember, Srave etc kind of stuff
and 3 think those bands will baunt in our minds until the day
e stop?

Do you have any regrets at all regarding your ancient
debut; that I have not even heatd but have, er, seen; or
"Malleus Maleficarum”? Or rvere they good training befor
e "Reflections”?

— Jto, e don’t regret those releases, they gave us a
good start in the "scene”. We have been into this for such
a [ong time nomw 8o we knomw mhat we are doing... We are
no trendy newcomers who bought a guitar nesterpear and
started to be true...

DHere I just wigh to ask how pour Finnigh military gers
vice i8 doing. I remember that pou a ferw years ago told me
nou had postponed it. Have nou postponed it even more, or
are nou rid of that pain non? I perdonally changed natios
nality to Sredish so that I finally, four nears too late, could
get that piece of paper that granted me freedom.

— 3 changed my nationality to Sroedigh back in 1995,
3 baven’t heard anytbing from the Srebdigh military service
since that 8o  don't Rnorv... 3 don’t know what will hap-
pen, 3 think 3'm Soon too old to join that kindergarten!

Zhep called me an old man as well.

iv.

Martin bas had some digtribution and record label
ventutes. ZThe label, Sorcoromoon, hardly got started before
it enbebd.

Qou mentioned the obvious economical problems, ag
rell a8 the lack of time, but there was also something else,
wasn't there? Or was there?

Fiest you bad the charmingly called Eoil Shit Peoducs
tions. Did the ventuce tutn more Serious when nou changed
the name into S ? And when starting Sorrors
moon, had nou unbderestimated the time Centinex would take,
nom that pou finally got going with the nerw record and some
touring?

— 3t'8 dabd that Sorrowmoon ended as it did but what
could 3 do...? The main reasons for ending it was the lack
of money and time! This band takes almost all my dpare time,
3 rorite all the Iyrics, about 60% of the music, I take care
of most of the drum programming, 3 take care of all the mail,
all intervieros, the contact with our label, gig promoters, Stim
efc, 8o there ign’t much time for anything elge! In one way
it' good that it i like this, 3 know evernthing rwhat's hap-
pening around the band, but sometimes 3 wish I could get
gome belp from the other members with interviers, etc, but
then are go "busy” with many other things...

— When I started Eoil Shit (corny!?)...

Never. Cvil.

— ...a8 a gmall digtro firm it was just for fun and then
when 3 gtacted to releage items I wanted to be more "seris
ous” 80 3 changed the name to Sorroromoon Records. Yeal,
that's teue, 3 didn’t understand that it would take that much
time and energy to run both a label and to do this band thing
80 3 took my decigion... But I like the idea of tunning a
label, 8o mapbe somedan I will revive the label pat...

Would you like to give a fer personal comments on the
only two Sotroromoon teleases, the Prophanity 7" and the
Ancient Wisdom tape? Were nou contented mwith the way
they turned out?

JRegarding that Ancient Winds tape... I happened to
see it at Heathendoom and the print quality mwas quite horris
ble. What happened with that tape really — not only are
the Inrics, that mwere Supposed to be printed on the backside,
printed ag a sepacate piece of paper, but there were also some
mogt peculiar thick rbite tripes all over the cover that 3 des
finitely did not put there! IWas the print hop unusually re
tarbed?

— Musically 3'm bappy with both releages. 3t's true
that the covet for Ancient Winds turned out totally shit! The
printing place fucked up evernthing totally, gomeday that
"printing factory” will get its reward... I think both releases
bid receive quite good responses and they gold aldo really rvell.
Gupport both bands, they are really worth it!

QWell, Martin.... has your demon within said all he desis
red to day?

— Pes, I think so! Thank you Jimo for this extre-
mely mega blasting interview. Eheck out our releases, e
have algo T-8hirts available, write to us o Emangipation for
mote info! See na in helvete... P.S. Eheck out our home-
page, mabe by some weird Timo Tapani...

3've heard about that gon of a bitch.

JOE PETAGNO

"And when they were come unto a place
called Golgotha, that is to say, a place
of the skull, they gave him vinegar to
drink mingled with gall: and when he
had tasted thereof, he would not drink.
And they crucified him, and they chop-
ped off his legs. And sitting down they
watched him there; and over his head
they set up his feet.”

(Dths 27:33-37)

And 80 mas the bird crucified, Rilled, vilified. Rusted mere
the nails that held him to the roood, Christian mwere the hands
that beld the hammers. Foe Petagno’s depiction of the cruci-
fixion of the bitd, just before the regurrection, ig found in the
centerfold of thig issue. 2his i8 hig omwn, very appropriate
interpretation of the concept of Dauthus, I gave him com-
pletelyy free hands, only giving Such ke words as “feetless
bird” or “birdless feet”, as mell as the general adjectives “fils
thy” and “dark”.

3 must admit that the name of Joe Petagno did not say
me much before heating from him in the beginning of the year.
e pregented himself as the originator of “the motirhead” and
the man regponsible for this band’g every painted cover since
more than troo Decades. Indeed, when picking up the “Ors
gasmatron” album 3 found the artroozk credit belonging to this
Dane of the name Petagno. TNor suddenly things tuened in-
teresting...

Good evening, Joe. What art jobs have you been

working with tobay?

— Right now I'm doing a fer sketches for Demonic.
Yesterdan I sent a sketch to Incantation for approval.

From the Motochead logo, created the same year I was
boen, 1975, to Demonic and Incantation. Some time has
pagsed betroeen these jobs... I mag monbdering hor he ens
ded up doing the Motorhead logo, since I guessed he was
not very famous back them. A guess that proved less accu-
tate.

— 3 was probably more “famous” then, haha! At the
time 3 ran into emmy in Sondon. I ras working degign-
ing 8leeves, posters etc for Some of the biggest acts of the era:
Seppelin, Nazareth, Alice Tooper, as well as doing horror and
scisfi book covers. 3 bab just finighed a display (promo) for
DHarkmind, Lem’s old outfit, and roe didcugsed the logo con-
cept in a pub, Qouple of weeRs later the “Dotdrhead” mwas
born or gparned!

Led eppelin, Tagareth... I duppode I unbderestimat
ed this man and bis career quite a bit.

But Joe, what have nou been doing since then? Cxe
cept for the Motoehead covers I have no idea of any wotk
by you — until nomw tecently for bands like Avulsed. You
have obviously not bone many death metal covers eaclier.
QWhat made nou stact motking mwith the death metal under
ground?

— 3've been doing jobs for collectable card games in
QAmerica, book covers, T-ahirt dedigng. The obd sleeve, some
video otk and painting, generally Reeping busy. My inters
estd have alwans leaned to the extreme from Motorhead to
Qannibal Corpse 8o to speak, then I received a copy of
S6.0.9...

MIG
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Zhe American death metal magagine, that is.

— ...from my daughter which bad a list of “Deadly
ontacts” — record companies, etc. So I sent out some
samples and the response was very positive.

St geems nou started the pear 1997 with a campaign
to promote nour name via 3ines. You don’t find it a waste
of time to otk with jines that often have rather small edis
tiong? Ot perhaps it ig a good way fo reach the audience and
edpecially the bands?

— Qeab, after the reaction I just mentioned I dous
bled up on my mail-outs, to promote not only my name, but
mote 8o my message. It'8 eadier for musicians as the me-
dium i8 8o direct. With “paint” the music is almost inaudis
ble. So pou have to shout louder to be heard, haba. So in
angiver to pour question, no, it's certainly not a maste of time.
An artist needs an audience as roell, albeit a silent one.

Moreover, I can imagine fer things are a mwaste of time
for pou, geeing horo quick you are. It took thig man about
three bans to ansrver to this interview, and as he promised,
the crom artroork was finished within a roeek.

3f mwe look back into nour proliferous production, what
otk are you most contented with, and why so?

— 3'm alays contented with my rork for Motoehead,
it's almans changing, even within a very rigid framerork.
And all of the nemw pieces I've recently completed, Avulsed,
Unlord, Bewitched, Bloodstorm, Bal-Sagoth, Intestine
Baaligm, Repulgive Assault... I have a larger arena to
move around in noro due to my recent contacts, that allor me
to develope ot define my ideas or geography much quicker.
And the Iyrics are great for indpiration.

2nd horw do pou think pou have improved, say, during
the last ten pears? When roriting this, I have the cover to
“Orgagmatron” from 1986 in front of me and I still cons

gider it one of the best Motdrhead covers. For example I
find it a lot finer than the recent “Sacrifice”. Wbhat would
pou say nourself?

— QBell I gueds nou become quicker, more gure of
youtself, 80 pou take more chances, experiment mote. “Ots
gasmateon” rwas ot i8 a very popular image, it's evernone’s
favorite. 3 prefer “Unother Perfect Day”. Again, it's als
wans changing, Lemmy’s Inrics, bhig mood, my mood when
painting it. We push against each other verbally the one, the
other. 3t'8 a strange alchemy. Doing record covers ig like
doing a book cover, nou want the picture to depict the lyrics
and mood of the sound. It's what makes it so dbamn intes
resting.

Gach artist hag a personal touch in their art: Dan Ses
aBSrave had bis extremely rich details mhile Sv Bell works
with) tag8 indtead of brushes o airbrush in order to avoid too
sharp detailg... IWhat would you san i8 Petagno’s teades
mark?

— Trabemark? I hope my work reveals the state of
the mwotld a8 rwell ag my mental state while I live in it! Or
suffer through it! Haba. I like to think that it wotks on many
[evels and not only the immebiate or most obvious.

And if e go on digcusdding artits, i8 there some curs

ALL ARTWORK BY J. PETAGNO

QBith his letter Toe encloged five art pieces, one of them
being black and robite, showing three fiezce demon heads on
a cross. This tuened out to be my favourite one of the lot,
and I inquited the man if there was a possibility that it ras
the lack of colouts that mabde it tand out.

— You’re right, black/white wotk, ag black/wbite film
i pethaps a more porverful medium than colour. Pethaps.
@olouts speak to nour feelings mhile black/white speaks to
you intuition, 3 don’t knor? Eolout i8 of course much more
“commercial” a8 it'8 more “direct” ot ene catching. I myself
prefer colour ag nou can exptess a larger variation of moods.

3f e keep on talking about black and white art —
neebless to day that it is Sometbing 3 am very fond of — do
you think there are gome certain objects or concepts that work
better without colours?

— Mot definitely. Comics, film, gome paintings.
Zhe other problem i8 that a [ot of colour work ign’t done pro-
petly, it's either too bright ot has no balance to it. 3t'8 not
an eady area to move around in mwithout making mistakes.
Goen the old masters used black/robite (grens) as complete
unbde-paintings before using the thinnest of colours very gpat-
ingly on top of these elaborate black/robites.

g conclusion, in thig very same issue 3 algo have

rent artist that pou favourize? Do nou bave any ¢ t8
on the otk of people like Wes Benscoter, Krigtian “Recrols
ord” AB&lin ot the troo above mentioned Canadian men?

— JBhat I've seen I like of all these “Rreators” but
3'm pactial to Benscoter, his smoky dense geography is very
macabre.

Definitely. T suppose be i mp oron favourite of these
names, a8 well. For example W&blin bas talent, but Bens-
cotet has a far stronger identityy and algo holds a mway bigher
general gtandard.

d an Gstonian sculptor and a8 it i8 alwang inters
edting to heat artigts comment each others’ work, 3 roould [ike
to hear nour 8p t on the medieval men in
the image 3 have encloged to you.

— S saty mote porver to him, a man doing bis oron will
has the inertia of the universe to aggist him. (Aleister Croro-
ley) Map bis figures one day be excavated from the ruing
and placed upon the museum shelf.

Zhank you for pour time, Joe, may the crucified bird
without feet bless pour path.

" 2 ¢

”I ath the one, Orgasmatron...” Painted over a decade ago and still just as hateful. To the right three newer creations. I twist the truth, I rule the world...”

MVLL

JOE PETAGNO
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"ANY FOOL CAN READ NIETZSCHE AND BUILD
PHILOSOPHIES ON SHAKY FOUNDATIONS..."”'
FrIEDRICH NIETZSCHE WAS SHAKY IN MANY
ways. NOT ONLY HIS HEALTH AND SANITY,
ESPECIALLY AFTER THE DISASTROUS FIRST DAYS
OF DAYS OF THE YEAR 1889, WERE sHaky,
BUT ALSO HIS VERY PHILOSOPHY. QUITE A
RESOURCE FOR SHAKY FOOLS TO JUSTIFY THEIR
SHAKY THOUGHTS.

Desperately teying to avoid the correct but expected ”... But
38 Jlot Life Itself Shaky?” statement (no matter hor true
it of course i8), 3 instead try ook deeper into my throat dorn
to my gelf hid somembere mithin to find the angwer to rhy I
fave become such bearty friends mwith Frits.

We have talked a [of during the last pear, about
evernthing feom heaven and hell to things nou can't tell. He
talkg in a very vivid manne: although I belong to the working
clagg and be to the nobility, roe agree about a lot of things.
Gxcept pethaps regarding the for him obvious nobility of the
nobility vs. the dubious nobility of the working class.

He has big very orwn characteristic wit, and be often
expregses himsgelf in a rvay that 8till Surprises me after many
an bour of digcuggion. And presents opinions what I thought
wag diametrically opposite those I had expected from him:
Despite having knoron him long enough to knor him.

"Gpeak what pou think nor in hard words, and to-
moreor 8peak robat to-mortow thinks in hard words again,
though it contradict every thing pou said to-day. — ‘Ab, so
you ghall be ure to be migunderstood.” — I& it o bad, then,
to be migunderstood? (...) 3 would rrite on the lintels of
the door-post, ‘Whim’."?

o said not Friedrich but one of hig most impottant
spiritual fathers — it could nevertheless have been said by
Rietysche himself.

3t ig all about contradictions: and if you are out to
remove RNietzsche, nou can mecrily pile all the contrabictions
against each other, and triumpbantly regard yourself the man
with the clearest thoughts.

@ongratulations... of) wise one.

Human, All Too Human

Translated by Marion Faber & Stephen Lehmann
Penguin Classics, London 1994
Menschliches-Allzumenschliches, 1878
“Denschliches-Allzumenschliches” was by the author himself
called “the monument of a crigis” — a crigig different to that
robich e will retuen in 1883. 2his very monument is a
relaxed, although almans energetic, account of Nietysche’s on
big new philogophies. He had recently turned hig back both
on big tutor Schopenhauer, and on Richard Wagner as
musician, philodopber and personal friend.

Gight sections, ix hundred anbd thirtyveight aphorisms,

NIETZSCHE

there’s domething for pou to small “Of Gitst and Last
Ihings”, “On the History of Moral Feelings”, “Religi

Den Glada Vetenskapen

Life”, From the Soul of Atists and Writers”, “Signs of
Higher and Lorwer Culture”, “Man In Society”, “Woman
and Ehild”, “% Look at the State” and “Man Alone With
Himself”.

You are questioned about pourself and pour
surroundings, put in front of facts (or are they facts?) and

Translated by Carl-H g Wijkmark

Bokforlaget Korpen, Goteborg 1987

Die Frihliche Wissenschaft, 1882

"Die Feohliche Wigsenschaft” i8 the book that preceded "Also
Gprach Sarathustra”: in fact, the last chapter of the fomer is
the fiest chapter of the latter. ”Sarathustra”, in itself a fanatic
gcript that we will return to in a moment, macked the

intriguing observations ...that of course may be hing pou
can by no means relate to. To read books such ag “Human,
All Too Human” i8 [ike sitting up at night above countless
mugs of tea and digcuds and question and, occasionally,
conclude... except that geldom can you find ag interesting a
person to digcuss with ag Friedrich.

“Zroo people with equally great vanity retain a bad im-
pression of one anotber after they meet, because each one mas
0 busy mwith the impresgion he ranted to elicit in the other
that the other made no impression on him; finally both notice
that their efforts have failed and blame the other for it.”?

OFf courde, I knem that. But J rasn’t able to conclude
it that concigely. Or — even think it that concigely?

Ot — even realize if?

DTHS MGZN

beginning of a nem era in the roriting of Mietydche: €..H.
Wijkmartk defines it in the afterword to be a louder, more
aggreddive era compared to the "balance” and ”clear-
sightneds” of "Den Blada BVetenshapen”.

Qithough not being a scholar and only having read each
of thege books once — by no means enough — 3 feel inclined
to agreeing mwith him.

Aphorisms about bing, p D in a light, and
:l)amctetwhcalh) teaging manner — pet no matter hor light
big tone would be, the point i alwang, if we brutalize it: all
men ate after all idiots ...at this stage. He [ooks into the
future a8 something of a dystopy mwith hope.

Dpstopy with bope... I never gaid Frity mwas
contabictory, did I?

"®e tinkare i vilkas inve alla stjdenor ror 8ig i cohlisha
banor dr inte de djupaste; Den gom Ser in i 8ig gjilo som i ett
ofantligt uni och bdr vintetgator i sitt ince, han vet
ockéd hur oregelbundna alla vintergator dr; de leber dnda in
i existensens kaog och labyrint.” 5322

Sa Talade Zarathustra — En Bok Fér Alla Och Ingen

Translated by Wilhelm Peterson-Berger

Aktiebolaget Chelius & C:o, Stockholm 1919

Also Sprach Zarathustra, 1883

3n a cloge to sickly frenzy, the philosopher Sarathustra steps
doron from hig mountain where he had dpent ten pears in
solitude, and aims torwards the village to gpeak of his wigdom
unto the people.
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He behaves like a manic-depressive, occasionally .

grieving the stupidity of man that ig the first thing he meets
in the village, occasionally laughing loud as he preaches his
gospel: that of the Ubermensch, that of the “rope stretched
betrween the animal and the Gupetman — a rope mm an
abpss. A dang crogsing, a d $ wapfaring, a
Ddangerous looking-back, a bange:omi t:emb[mg and !)altmg
What ig great in man i8 that be i§ a bridge and not a goal:
what i8 lovable in man i8 that he i8 an oversgoing and a borons
Qm-" 55

“Algo Sprach Sarathustra” may be Nietzsche’s most
Enoron work, which i8 unfair, because it is his least typical!
3t wag written during and after a erious crigia, a time when
be mag most unstable in his everpdap life. The mad, over
the-top language in the book resembles more poetry, anbd the
overall tone prepated either a revolution in the literary morld
or a Digagter. Jtever a man with poor selfconfidence, MNiets
sche horever remained unsure about the opinions of his
gurroundingg regarding this bis, in hig oron opinion, most
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important book. Many, Sometimed I get the imp most
serious Jlietzdcheans, indeed consider “Also Gpm:b
Sarathustea” patbetic, a mere “Zhe p

i of the kind Wagner would recognize. In the end,

‘Barathustra’ i8 a Wagnerian opera — fateful, ceremonious,
baroque.”® Like we will see in “Der Fall Wagner”, Mietyr
dche could not think of a more indulting description than
QWaanerian...

But to me matters little what the scholars map say
behind my back, T do find the doctrined of Sarathustra
fascinating. 3 do understand those roho consider the book too
off the roall to be taken 8eriously, but I had too many an
invigorating thought while reading it to ignore it.

@ertainly a book for all.

Or nobody.

Hyvan Ja Pahan Tuolla Puolen
— Erain Tulevaisuuden Filosofian Alkunidytés
Translated by J.A. Hollo
Delfiinikirjat, Helsinki 1984
Jenseits von Gut und Bise, 1886

A8 if to weed out the pretenders of no education who attempt
to use Nietzdche as a shortcut to a knorledge in philogophy,
the firgt part entitled "On the Prejudiced of Philosophers”
biscusses Kantian theories in depth: for a man with no Kant
in bis booksbhelf, it i8 a discussion he does not gain much from.

With "The Free Spirit” the focus is tuened from the
strictly scholastic studies to matters and theories more easily
applicable to evernday life, and to observations thereof.

TMoreover there are the topica the man never grors bored
of (vast as they are, g us from evernrbere), namely
motals, vittues and religion.

But it ig again the aphoriéms halfreay through the book
that temain the bighlight for me. ©One of the topics we re
tuen to i8 bis criticized viero on women: the note in "Hlso
Gprach Sarathustra” about almang baving one’s rbip handy
when in the presence of momen* ig not to be bothered about
(being allegorical like no other), it is in these other wotks of
big that he goed more in detail. At the same time a8 ghe i8
Described as something of a beast and filled by vanity, she i8
algo given devout praige. "Diehet ovat tahin mennessd
kobdelleet naigia Ruin lintuja, jotka ovat jostakin kotkeal

author abmits this in hig inteoduction, but the topic i8 not less

6

eképneet alas bheiddan [u : jonaRin bi pana,
haavoittubampana,  villimpdnd, ihmeelligempdnd,
guloigempana, dielukkaampana, — mutta jonakin, mikd
tantyy pitdd [ukkojen takana, ettei ge lennd pois.” 5237
Flattering ot not, pethaps not a appreciated by them
bieds...

Om Moralens Hirkomst — En Stridsskrift

‘Translated by Jan Sjogren

Prisma Magnum, 1994

Zur Genealogic der Moral, 1887

What would a Sceptic except from a book roritten in trenty
baps? For pulp fiction that could perhaps be acceptable
although nevertheless quick (especially in the enes of one
certain editor that pou may have heard about), but for a work
allegedly about philogophy, it must be the ultimate argument
for a Jietssche bater to Sneer at this madman.

Cxcuse me my obsession for sarcastic references to hig
critics, be them chrigtian fund talg or mikkomattilag

“Om DMoralens Hirkomst” i not a collection of long
or short aphorisms, or a mad song about or by Sarathustra,
but i8 pregented in a more arguing, reagoning manner. More
like three essang rather than mpsterious, tonguesinscheek
sentences dealing with wisdom through wit.

The first deals with good vs. evil (domething already
Ddealt mwith in “Tengeits von Sut und Biose”), the second with
the christian invention of guilt, and thitd of the ascetic ideal
and it8 various ides.

St i8 needleds to san I did enjoy the book; he bas fooled
me once and there i§ no return; but “Sur Genealogie der
Moral” ig to me the driest I have found in hig production.

RNo... rather, it i8 the general topics of “Sur Benealogie
der Moral” that touch me legs than the topics of bis other
volumes.

DBut, to be afe, me can almwans add: petbaps this
genealogp grows on me rith time? A8 if that would matter,
retard. A8 if anything does.

Fallet Wagner

Te tated Byt Toh

Symposion, Q(mkholm 1992
Der Fall Wagner, 1888

The toge might be net more plapful than bis uges to be, the

ATA, 0

important for him because of that: "o correctly be able to
unberstand thig book one must suffer from the fate of music
like of an open wound”.

3 map claim to bleed for music like he did, but I am
still far too young or 8tupid to not be fooled by the
magnificence of Wagner... dnll S do not mind letting Nietys
sche elaborate big b8 hig former friend and
musician, domething t!)at be bints to in everty other book of

bis.

Zhe punchline i8 that Wagner gives music an inferior
role to the favour of theatre which for Nietssche ig the ultimate
Dedecration.

"®et kostar pd att vara irjunge till Wagner. Jag stu-
berar dessa ynglingar 8om unber en lingee tid har fallit offer
for bang infektion. ‘{forst mimber smakforsameingen, en tes
latiot o8kyldig vetk gner fungerar som ett ihallande
bruk ap lLl_lrn glapp ,a“b gRat ”p. 55

Abem. But then, T am not convinced Nietzsche would
have liked Suffocation either. Ievertheless, if pou wish to

At the hospital in Jena, 1889.
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e the man tep aside from hig heaviest topics into Somethi
different, “Der Fall Wagner” (not "Zhe Fall of Wagner”
although that would not be an inappropeiate title) i8 a brief,
charming treatise. Perhaps one should be more of a musician
to relate to it, though. A musician like fev 3 have met.

Twilight of the Idols/The Anti-Christ
Translated by R.J. |
Penguin Classics, London 1990

Gitzen-Déiimmerung/Der Antichrist, 1888

Gubtitled “or Horw To Philogophize With a Hammer”, “Trvis
light of the Idol8” i not out to smash evernthing and pull
every house and man doron — like one could perhaps expect
— but to quietly knock on things to dee whether they are
shallow or whether they are true.

“Zilight of the Idols”, also seen as MNietzdche’s “grand
declaration of mac”, was one of the mote controversial in bis
production. Here be gained strength, summed up all of big
philosopby and attacked the dociety and mentality of bis time,
directly and stackly. Having finighed this book and giving
copies of it to his friends, mother and sister, he ashed some
of them never to read it because it rould only upset them.
One of my favourites because of the wide spectre of matters
Digcusged.

“...Ro longer the remotest recollection that a technique,
a plan of ingtruction, a will to mastery i8 required for thinki
— that thinking has to be learned in the way dancing has to
be learned, as a form of bancing...”s

“The Anti-Christ” deals with christianity and then
chrigtianity only. St would be interesting to let a thinking
christian read this and then discuss it rwith him: Mietzdche goes
quite in depth and ghould be a match already by bis
thoroughness.

S am embarrasged to adbmit that it i8 balf a pear gince
S read thig book and thug I cannot quite recall all prog and
con$ 3 map have bad in my mind, but to cound off a dull res
view, if you wish to concentrate on christianity, then pleage
g0 abead and let Frits give pou a hand: I myself would rats
ber droell on omething else... but 3 will be bappy if Some-
boby elge bothers to take up the fight. And no, not on the
[evel Dark Funeral means it.

NOTES

1 Isten Magazine: (The Return of the) Dark Lord, 1996. The
line is from the zine review page and continues, "...but
Einherjum displays the sort of arrogance that classnu are
made of.”

2 Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Self-Reliance”, essay 1841.
Together with Schopenhauer probably the most
important influence of young Nietzsche.

3 “Nietzsche — Liv Och Tankesitt”, Carl-Goran Ekerwald,
Manpocket 1995. Reviewed on page forty-seven. My
translation: not to be trusted.

4 "Thus Spake Zarathustra”, Part One, "Old And Young

Women”.

5 “Twilight of the Idols”, Section “What the Germans

Lack”, §7.
"I canght this insight...” from "The Gay Science”, §298.
"Anyone who, in intercourse with men...” from "The Gay

Science”, §26.
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One Night In

Texas

Where is my skin? It is no wonder that I bleed, it is
no wonder that my limbs are sore, it is no wonder that
everything I touch is coloured red — I have no skin.

Another person lacking a skin i8 Blaash from Houston. In
fact, it mas bis infected journal of the name Wheresmpskin
that mabe me realize I had no skin. I am not alone in my
quest! But who steals all thede skins? What for?

3 bave been corresponding, or tather exchanging bearty
ingults, with this ranger for a ferw years now. I do not exactly
Rnow whr, but I felt like letting him expand his digease from
the paged of Wheresmpskin onto the pages of Davthos. Did
3 sap disease? His gospel! Sosdpel of peace, love and under-
standing! Love all! Especially in the arsde. Or something.
T don’t know. T don’t know anpthing at all. I have never
known anpthing at all. Reither has Blaash.

Simo the Tuctle calling Kinky Kathy, do pou read me? Over,

— @, Rinky Kathy eh? No kink nor Katherine bere,
my son. ‘Fraid it8 just blaashes and their clubs and
blubgeoned little Riddies taken from the local elementary
8chool. Roger . Turtle, this i8 66 Sixer, re read nou loud
and clear hete in the land of automatic roeapons and hell’s heat
— the Lotd of Dell himself vacations here in unbeautiful
Hellston (Houston), Texas...

3n igsue fucking 4, Blaash had intervierved bis comeade
Stabd who had done a trip to Nozway that winter. This time,
two pears later, it was time for Blaash to spend a ferw rhite
Ehristmas roeeks in the Oslo area. Let us inquire.

How was you little trip to Norge this past winter ‘96/
97, was the place a8 Stabbd bhad described it? Where did nou
0, robo did nou meet and what did you do? Did you find ot
ience anpthing ble except for the nice beer price?
— U oby... Ttor who told that I was in Norge again
this December? Somebody has a very big moutl.

Yes. Yourself, mplord.

— 3 must place a large culinary device upon this
person’s otifice and have them bite dorwn many a time until
they have a pretty red smile. Gr?

St i8 up to nou.

— M. Stabd did describe Some pretty interesting
events in Rorge if 3 may sap. Fiest off, for KLM Dutch
aitlines, I hall gan, that the “Dutch don’t know much”,
hat planeride sucked, and the dtervardesdes had quite a

4
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feminine obour about them... epech...

DMmb?

— Amsterdam airport (3 forget the name) was quite a
mess... too many dackies running around... I didn't really
see any Dutcly people, just lots of b anbd other

the fuck are nou going to win???7?

— Anything memorable? Well. I dib nothing except
drink a [ot and gpend time at bars. Mo museums, nothing.
Just brink shreap (mellom pupper?) and drink some more...
nar... I didn't leave much of an impresgion on anybobdy...
sorey...

3 think 3’ steal Some questions from the intervierv nou
bid with Stabd... Why did nou go there, in the first place?

— TWhy did I go there in the first place... well. FRead
Stabd’s angpers. I agree with them 100%... Of course for
the mugic! You damn Finnigh turtle idiot living in Svede-
land! Gr... 3 like cold roeather? Gr... T like cold fitte?
YIKES!! Who knors eh? I wanted to run up my bill on
my credit card? There roas this really funny gun named Fens
at Glm Street?? To see what the Scene i8 like over there... and
in my opinion it i8 a8 grim and barsh a8 it i8 portraped... a
little poung... but... I just rould [ike to gee them &till hold
the ibeas they preach now in 10 pears...

And the women, roece then as interested in pou as this
race alwans has been?

— Ub ob... er... norsk pupper ehy? Well. Dost/all of
them prefer 100% norsk pikke... 8o... since 3 am not
Qlormwegian, I uppose you can make this aggumption:

* 3f blaash = Normwegian then blaash gets novsk ice
cream fitte (colder in TNorray you knorv).

 3f blaash boes not = norsk, then blaash spends
qualityy time roith bis razors and knives and forgetd about
puppet....

U8 Texan comboy rangers don’t tesemble norsk men too
well... sorry... It must be my cowboy hat that gives me
amay... sigh...

Have pou heard from Deep Foy Bible School,
Qarrorwpath Road, lately?

— OKAY ARSEHOLE, nomw you ate starting to
really cause unnecessary raghes and bloodclots in mp human
form.... that was an unfortunate incident that rwill result in you
abbicating trwo to four of pour limbs to me via air mail 8o that
< may give them to the [egg fortunate childeen here... NO.
3 bave not... now quit asking...

On two occadions, I typed a letter of mere balderdash,
dent it to a man in Gngland who then mailed it to Texas.
With one of bhis letters, Blaash then encloded a photocopy of
one of the letters, with hig corrections and comments... I
agked exactly mhat it roas, and be explained to me it was some
stupid fuck in England who "rorote him shit”... I take it that
Deep Jon Bible School did not manage to save this man,
then.

Dou norw managed fo put out your fifth igsue... an issue
pou despise as often as pou get the chance. TNow why does
it 8uck that much? The difference to iddue fucking four ig not
that buge, i8 it? Obviously nou just sap it sucks so that

races... Norge was as usual quite interesting and much bets
ter than my cuccent atea of residing Houston in many
tespects. First off, the blokes I hung around there mere quite
cool in my opinion. I am not too popular with some of them
for one reagon ot another, but 3 personally couldn’t caze
legg... T met the usual people that one would meet theee...
Fenriz (robo lives at Elm Street), and without naming names:
Dimmu Borgir, € /Zroll, Dedheimsgard, blabla etc
etc... and a couple “hypetevil” black metal pupper mere
tunning around...

Clm Street i8 a faitly knorwn pub in Oslo where the
black metallecs [ike to meet. A8 far a8 I know. Again, I
bo not know much, but I suppose this ig correct.

— 3 also had quite a surprise when I tan into this
bloke I cotrespond to in the Obio baged band Decrepit
(R.L.P.), a gentleman by the name of Duane Morris... also
the 8/m ball (Sotham nights?) at So What was interesting.
I was very impressed to finally dee some norsk pupper
mwearing chaing, leatber, latex/vinpl and “strompeband”...
Fucking cops were annoping. Fucking broron people were very
annoping. Too many pakis running around there... hebe...

— Real alcobol of course cogts way mway too much...
Unfortunately 3 did not see enough violence or pornography
(especially thig) in Norge... ZThere dimply i8 not good
pornography or pupper bars (titty bars) in RNoeway. I think
this comes from basically being under christianity for 1000
pears... Fuck in Houston there is a tittn bar almost
, good underground porn, hardcore 8/m blab blab...
3 didn’t even See any prostitutes tunning around... but I
guess 3 was a8 usual too fucking drunk too care...

— One thing I bhave to say i8 if ag T dee on the new
Satyricon shirt “Dot Koitekrist For 1000 Ar” (I think I
8pelled it rorong, don’t remember it right ...but it means
roughly against wbite christ for 1000 ears...) mwell... when

o

pbodp would sap "Ook noo, dear, it doesn't...”.

And mwhat do pou intend to improve to the next iddue?
At least dans the 3ine i8 readable, unlike the reviero pages
in#3 —O.8, 0.8, 3 know I am not the right one to talk
about the readability of a jine.

— Des, T have put out my filth/fifth issue, an igsue I
despise as often as I get the chance... Hebe it like... pou
Enow... bebe... sucks... WHOA! 3 said suck... hebe...

— Ubm. Jtope, I really don't like the staples. IThe
staplings are my enemy. And the fact that it i8 not 80+
pages annopg me too... Iésue 4 had a lot more bands I
manted in it. Issue 5 has bands T mwant in it of courde, but
3 did not get a response from many many more bands I
wanted. That mishap, coupled with the fact that it took 9
months to put out 55 pages, i8 a startlingly clear Rick to mp
Rneecaps that causes the misfortunte of me spilling my cheap
American smill... So, pes, I do think that idsue 5 really
duckg that much... igsue 4 8till gucked, but I liked the lap-
out better... well. 3 liked the stapling better....

Rine months for 55 pages. It took me roughly about
18 months to put out a 40 page gine. I duppose my debut
sucked quite a bit barder, in that cage!

What made nou originally start Wh
Dou just manted to get free demos? When mas that? Lemme
think... pethaps around 19927

— What made me like want to kick pour ass? Cr.
Thode damn letters you dent from Deep Fon Bible School,
pa damn Groede imitating a Finn.

Hobo.

— 3 started WMS gine because S mas hoeribly bored
it the editorial 8kill8 I kept reading in most 3ines... boring
boring boring teviews [ike “brutal, cool” and intervier
quedtiond (now I know T should not talk, mine bave been
incredibly stupid at times) like “robat’s pour favourite colour”
etc. 3 did not 8ee enough macabre humour about. And well,

pékin aine?

ANGDER,
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3 mwas sick of jerking off with a tagor? Pretty
little blood pictures became ominously
boring? QYep, I think I started wasting
time/moneny/effort around ‘91 or ‘92... 3
am not too sure... not that long I suppose,
and the WMS ig still pretty much still at it8
toots of original violence/humout/hatred/
perverse porn... no real improvements from
i88ue 1 except perbapg the questions are bet-
ter...

Goen jines have theiv influences...
mwhat ines mwould nou congider pour
mentors? And why? Cjaculate, please...
elaborate, S mean!

— Whoa! Spermatoga of the most
evil nature thusly coat this intervier res
sponse... well. Since I'm not there, could
pou loan me a few of pour Finnish
3ngotes??? My fatber’s father s Finnish.
So... like, he'll pay you back in bell efh?

Mmmb.

— Jnfluences eh? Well... hm... gines
3 admire are Descent, Bloodshed... Peris-
hed?... ordic BVigion... Impaired...
pours...

Row be i8 deunk.

— ...MNear Dark... Henke Forss's
gine... 3 don’t Rnom... nomw for mwhat
influences me? Gr... The writing 8Rills of
Answer Mel!, the best anti human
magazine on thig god infested planet.
Originality i8 supremely important to me...
gloddy covers and pixxxtures are nice, and I
suppose that i8 mwbhat bands/superficial
teaders/fans mwant... but then nou get
hodDdily roritten 3ines that look pretty. And
to me, that's just not worth it...

— Zhe basic appeal to perverse 8/m
material, violencia a la Mexico, etc, almans
impress me if done explicitly. The more base
emotions of hate/violent sex are, ag I am
gure in all of us, rather prevalent. So that
normally causeg my bromw to taige. The ever
evolving nature of hyper evil 3ine editors to
get stories on grave robbing, massive school
childbren  rapings, ancient Occultick
tehashings, etc, can be interesting at times...
but paramount to my abmiration i8 an editor
who has command of the language and mit that he ig
emploping in hig manuscript...

QWhat do you consider nour worst mistake during this
pour career of the editor of guch a respectable journal?
Perhaps WMS in its entirety?

— 3 definitely consider not fully committing to oroning
mine verty oron computer the greatest mistake 3 have mabe...
3 still don’t orwn one... I've been doing thig shittty little

et TN] TgSUE

ICOCCHvar

3 s it o b o e
T St s e

where the bell bave you learned to spell. Tall me prejudiced,
but you Americans are not famous for being killed in hand-
ling pour native language. Were you a real nice gchoolboy
ot what's the story?

— Manbaps nou should incline pourself to lean torvards
originality and supplicate a legitimate amount of torque
torards this frameness of etymological tyzanny and thus
procteate a multiplicity of original adjectives, adverbs,

exercige to piss people off on other peoples’ comp .. that
i8 mistake numba 1. Jlot knowing enough about dome
gubjects before 3 comment on them sucks too....

Shor nie one who does not do that.

$Homw long do you think nou will go on? Most 3ines,
promiging ot not, only stay alive for a fer issues (like Dths
3 guppose)... Yre nou surprised to ee nou have reached pour
fifth one? Do pou think you will manage to release five
more... ot Do npou think nou’d have something better to do by
that time?

— Bigh... I really don't knor... I mwag suppoged to
kill mpself about 6 pears ago, but I er, got rather lazp... and
ubm, well... gosh, though I still tell myself I'm going to do
it fiest chance I get, 3 manage to drink another beet ingtead
and pass out/thromw up... 8o...

3 hope the suicide acticle in this igsue can help pou.

— ...3 guppoge ag [ong a8 T am a dentinent pat of this
plane of existance I mwill pollute and try to Smwa others to my
wap of thinking best I can... by the roan what do nou call “just
a fer iggues”...?

3 mean like two ot at the mogt three igsues.

— Yes, I am surprised my little pinprick in the arse
of god ig &till about... but well... that's what all of you get for
not killing me... ba! Five more eh? Well, I roould san these
0008 are extraordinarily lor, but there i8 no guarantee...

Qhen did nour parents start bitting pou?

— Ubm... a8 far ag I Rnom they have not... horever,
3 will check with other sources to see if there has been a
clandestine operation to “keep me dorwn” as a recipient of
gubam‘ent cheege/roelfate in America roould sav...

One thing that I have never quite understood is that

JARN VILL

8, and gentence fragments to assist in pour tucticulour
crugade... neby?

OkRay.

The gospel of Wheresmyskin i8 suppoged to be Date
with a capital H. Let's discuss this topic a little. You also
digcuss this topic in several intervierws, pondering horo many
of the present 15-18 pear old black metallers will remain a8
"Bateful” within the upcoming years... or whetber it only i8
a temporary tebellion against their parents and teachers, like
in many cages.

$Homw would you differ the actually bateful persons from
those roho only wear it as a temporary image?

thirty : three A

ORIGINALLY FROM WHERESMYSKIN #4.

— Zhe gospel of HA TE i8 indeed
something that 3, loudly at times, dperw ag
much as I roould all over the decaying body
of a 14 pear old catholick school gicl through
my little journal of misanthropy. Let's
discuss this topick a little eh? Well well, is
this a forum then? Should 3 call pou Larey
RKing? Or perhaps Turtle King?

S am the Surtle King and I rule land
and roater.

— Homw would I, infinite frothing non
gengical emitter of HA T E, bdiffer from the
image wearers and chick seehers??? Well,
firdt and foremost it ig important to diglike
ot “HATE" oneself. A fine person who
S admire who does thig vern well is
©onscicide of Bhaobhan Sidhe. His words
should be heeded and obened ruthlessly.
Qonveniently this can be read in my igsue 4
(plug plug plug plug)... anymay.

Blaash's Subjective
Zheotem On

e One must/diglike HA TE oneself.
QBhy? For self worth and self preservation
make one feel “good” ot “true” to onegelf.
Zhig i8 a crock...

« One should be highly sociopatbic... i.e. be
able lie, cheat, 8teal, and backstab normal
humang and to give the facade that pou
“like” them. For though nou of course
HATE and wish many a bad thing
towardg them and their kith, the intelligent
doronbringer of life rill realize it i8 simply
not pragmatic in cuteent ociety to be openly
offengive all the time. 2hig leads into
situations that can cauge problems with the
law, and that i8 simply not necesdary.

* One should be psnchopathic i.e. wigh
barm in a violent mays to others. One
8hould think many many times of how then
would react (though of course until they
would not knor until they try) torwards Rils
ling another human. Zhough hatred of
humanity i8 good it i8 very necedsary to
realize that though murder i8 manifestation of batred,
thete i8 no need to get all hot and bothered. For example,
a happy little gociopath rould go to work, go to happy
hout, find a hooker, Rill her, put her body in a futnace,
bave dinner with bhis mother then go home, and go to
wotk the next bap. WITHOUT a bint of either
temorse ot bother. This i8 not a nemw idea... but...

* 3tig ad 8 for one to be schizophrenic/bipolar
depressive. Thig leads to EXTREME mood 8ring8 of
very violent depresgion and useless happiness. This
also makes one very very unpredictable, and that i$ an
advantage when dealing with normal humans and
especially law enforcement personnel.

« St i8 important to keep the ideals of hateed through the
“cool” stage of being HATEF UL, namely the
teen pears 14-19. At that age it i8 incredibly cool to
be violent, “HATEF UL", destructive etc... but
usually true love or some other thing leads them arap
from this Hate, and thus it is just a passing fad. One
ghould think very deeplty about their misanthropy and
capability for the necessary action murder. 3f they can
not accept that violence in one form ot faghion is the final
golution, then they ghould stand on the other side... the
gide we happily call victims.

atred

o 3t ig important to realize that hateed need not be
hooping and hollering and just generally getting out of
banbd by starting many fights, breaking glags over lamw
enforcement p [, d ing personal property etc.
(though thig i8 amusing)... Acts of HA TE towards
others could be very simple, subtle and effective. Read
any of the utban rarfare tactics/Hom to Bet Cven books
(there are millions) anbd exercige these upon humang rho
nou Ddetest.

— Jtor I knomw I probably seem like sSome preacher,
charlatan or pseudosdemagogue, pouting my unfounded
vierws upon nout fine little innocent teaders... if thig i the
cade, 80 be it. 3 mwould much rather be taken lightly and such,

WHERESMYSKIN



IANVARIVS 1898

o : udtun®

DAATH

through devastation. Absolute destruction of mankind and its
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ANNIHILISM is liberation

edifices. The acknowledgement that humanity has doomed itself,
and the desire to fulfill the archetypal lust for Death. It is haped
that the message will spread, and eveatually increasing numbers
of individuals and factions will realize this program. All the way
up to those who control the nuclear arsenals. Every serial killer
is on our side. Scieatists experimenting with chemical and
biological weapons are working with us. Cancer and AIDS are our
rabid warriors. Arsonists and rapists are with us, as are all

spurned lovers,

angry children,

as 3 need not the legal entanglements that my mwords could
bring... 2And nes, in my opinion, I do embody the majority
of thege ideal8, and fall unbder the category of docio-psnchotic
bipolar schigopheenic... or wacky. Or mapbe 3'm normal and
the test of you are the loonies... hm...

Des, the most common sympton of mabness i8 that
somebody thinkg evernbody but himself i8 mad. But how
about people who actually know thep are mad? Does this
mean that... actually... evernbody elde is mad? And only be

and disgruntled employees

i8 sane? Jlomw don’t you love thede ponderings.

Zell me about pour pager, Blaash.

— 3t'8 a fine device that has the Davthos stickers upon
it. When people dial a number it goes “beep beep beep”. I
taRe it pou don’t have this technology in your torwn?

3 take it that you like me asking about nour pager in
each of my letters? Ab.

Are nou elitist when it comes to the “marriors” who
stand by pour 8ide? I am for example thinking about the boys

in Ogsuary, whom nou obviously interviewed only because
Me "Der Prophet” was do fond of daning things that would
upset big parents.

38 talRing bollocks a good way to get respect? What
about those mho keep their bate for themselves, obviously not
to merely) keep up a 8hom for the people around them? Jt does
not have to be a tule that the empty cans rattle the most, but
ign't thig fairly often the cage?

Cnlighten us, o wise one...

— Warriors who stand with me? HA! I can think of
at best 1.5 pergons who will stand with me, and that i8 only
if they are not with fucking fitte. Who mwants to stand on the
8ide of somebobdy dworn to the black hate, an invalid who
Rnoms that hell i not “getting chix, dope, money, glaves, and
a Ringdom”, but a place to burn amay what little feelings I
have and be reborn as a shabe that has casts a shadomw in the
blackest night... fotever mouening the logg of what little
feelings I bad, and forever relighing the hate I have gaine...
to be in gervice of datk leige who will betray me at first
chance... to be able to never knomw peace... to deek the pain of
others as a way to lesgen mp orn self hate? I THINK
N O N E . Gxcept perhaps Master Puppesleaper... but
even that ig iffy.

— Debe... DMr. Der Prophet ig a fine chap with many
things 3 think are both interesting and humourous to reabd...
Resdpect? HA! 3t ig something many do/will not give me,
and for that I laugh greatly... a simple mord that means little
to me. s for me respecting others, well, if they earn it, then
3 give it... Thoge hermitic haters who do not integrate with
society lack the sociapathic 8kills/patience to deal ith hums
ang. Nothing wrong with that, it will gimply make it a tad
barder to Strike at Societty when the time i8 needed.

— Ber true, those who talkith the greath 8hit, are often
fullith of it as roell. To date I am not wanted for murder, the
ORlaboma cleansing attack, the .. “fuck the police” bank
raid or anthing really... so I suppose all these neat stuff I've
80 called said/preached could simply be bollocks, eh? Make
Hou oron decidions... it matters not to me...

3 suppose 3'll leave the lagt mords to pou... will the
Rebel Sands rise again?

— QA8 usual Timo turtley, a displeasure to seript to pou.
Dy pager and I 8pit in your general direction... T hope you
and pour readers happily laugh, 8pit, and urinate upon my
pigdpoor answers, and I get labels like poseur etc., et al., ad
nauseam attached to my name. In tuen, I ghall go on a turtle
Rilling spree and drive my Texas truck all over this land and
8quigh turtles in the name of lord satan... of yeal... to your
readers:

TMay napalm douse pour forests where [ife and nature
[ive... man nour loved ones perish before nour enes, may drugs
anb alcobol eliminate nour Self respect, your self love, and bring
about only pain and buet... map you then crack a mile, raige
nout brom rvith tonder, and geapple out feats and soteores,
and feel it turn to bate, and rith that bate, rreck havoc to thoge
robo laugh in 8pite around nou...

Zhat's the spitit. End of interviem,

WHERESMYSKIN
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The Nibhitl:i/f

Vision clouded by some unnamed drug.

Gestures ignored with an apathetic shrug.
Feelings not felt until they’re analyzed.
This must be what it's like to be lobotomized.

Then with one disruption there is no more silence.
It's shattered by adrenaline and blind, cold violence.
There is no other choice but let it take control,

And be consumed by action, body and soul.

It seems so important as you do what you do,

But in the times to come, no one remembers you.

Your actions are forgotten and your feelings destroyed.
You've become one with the nihilist void.

t g rd

BY JOHN MARMYSZ

Your body is a symbol of futility;
Hands that can’t feel, eyes that can’t see,
Legs that won't take you where you want to go,

And a brain that can’t comprehend what you want to know.

We strive for perfection but we don’t have the tools.
We're less like human beings and more like pack mules.
The baggage that we carry is a heavy load,

And our journey only leads us on a dead-end road.

It seems so important as you do what you do,
But in the times to come, no one remembers you.
Your actions are forgotten and your feelings destroyed.

You've become one with the nihilist void.

JAG
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...regatbing that "morst ghite” gentence: it's not all that getious
8ly meant. After all, we have been spared from Metallian this
fime atound. 38 not that the most appalling Scripture deen in thede
circled? Pleage do not temind me about it.

Where were we, Alright. We weze here. Ot to be more
precige, T rwas bete and nou rere there.

Feed I sy every single gine review i subjective? Teed
S gay every Single comment i8 a matter of taste? JReed I sap
there i8 S0 much I would [ike to improve in Dauthusg before
slagging off others? Tleed I dan T respect every honest ebitor?

Ot need 3 say e no mote reviem, but digsect?

But then, digsecting i what we alwang have done.

Pass on the fiest cabaver.

appeat to have a will of theit oron... but 3 am suce the excellent
printing quality will make up to it in most people’s epes — just
compate with the 8hite printing of Dths. (3 the printing of this
i#8ue will ook Like that of #1, of which 3 naturally know nothing
at thig étage.)

feon certainly i8 one of the mote interesting zines around,
although some of my entbusiasm ig calmed by Torg's somemwbat
too frequent ceferences to the "profunbity” et alii of Aeon: usually,
peofundity, intelligence, philodophy ot whatsoever Does not need
$uch arduous abvertiging... if it boes not tuen up by itgelf, it may
not even be thete.

But do not let these details tuen you off — or the peculiar
mannec of Joeg’8 to pick clever lines from hig very own revies,

Aeon MaGazINE #3, 1997: The Third Arcanuin
A4, 44 pages in English (plus review booklet), $5

Yiseg does intend the name to be spelled A E O N but 3 am aftaid
bemonoceacy tules here which means we are talking about the nerw
isgue of Aeon Magagine. The name has been abbreviated from
the previous The New Aeon.

eon #3 actually comes in troo pieces, as the reviews have
for economical reagons been collected into a Sepatate 32 page A5
booklet. The main idsue ig of course what we are picking up fiest:
certainly good interviers with Angizia, The Cquinox oo the Dogs,
Scepter, Fire + Jce and others. I have nothing to complain
about them, roith the exception of the Tempesta Noite and Dis.
mal Guphon ones rbich have been edited to a more flowing ghape.
9l good ten but I am afeaid it remaing a mere try, it neither looks
good (ZBbhy do all zine editors hate patagraphs o vehementln?)
ot i8 very logical reading. 3 do prefer the clagsic questionsanser
trabition this time around...

The other draroback i# the lanout that i8 improved from the
{agt ig8ue but not improved enough. The text masses do Simply

A not all that bad cover as for a first issuc,
just compare it to Metal Core #20 to the
right... I wonder how Mysticism #20 would

s look if they would keep going that long? Few
are as persistent as Chris Forbes.

DRICKA

pbasizing them a8 one genetally does with the wotds of
interviewees — because Aeon i8 ag profound a8 it appears to be.
Ot more: depending on out point of view...
nd o, if pou plap in a generic black metal band, 3D rate
bet recommend nou not to gend a bemo to him.

AzrAEL ProjecT NEWSLETTER VoL. 2, #3:
FALL/WINTER 1997-98
A4, 20 pages in English, $5

Qestgate had a break with the Azrael Project QRemsletter during
the 8pring, 8o it has been one peat gince the last igsue of thig
usually biannual thing. 3 do not &now if pou are familiar with
the writer Seilal) Wenbdell ot her books, such as "Out Name I8
WMelancholy”, but she ig the editor here. Her books and ritings
beal mostly with this special friend of hers, Agrael — gimply the
QAngel of Death.

This i8 also robat the Ageael Project Nemsletter i8 about:
each) ig8ue containg — apart from Some abverté — poems and
stoties about the reaper as well ag "Cncounterd With Death”.

Oflmost like a "Peace, Love and Recrophilia” tope
publication, the Azeael Project Nersletter brings to nou a diffes
tent outlook on death.

Grapbically incognito, ¢ thin, but thoughtrvige rich
and beautiful... then nou map alo call me a nectobippie.

CoUNTER ATTACK ZINE #2, 1996
AS5, 32 pages in English

9l cheap and for me unknomwn jine I otbeted from a mate only
because it featured a G3od& Tomer interview. Eounter QAttack
turned out to be a peatl. 3t i8 true that editor Emil's interviers
are not almwang varied to the full and that hig politically correct
questions about veg and occasional ovet-emotional
outbursts can be tedious — but he has managed to create a jine
with a soul.

You'd smile if I gentimentally mentioned the coarse
pellowigh paper so S o't do it, although I like it 8o much...
instead, 3 mwill concenteate on the ebitor's genge for clags. Yes,
clags! This tendency that ig cloge to extinct in zines, for reagong
that are bepond me.

3 have homever noticed that thig man must be a grapbic
besigner in big heart. 3t stacted when I was startled by the fact
that each interviewee had guch a fine [ooking logo! For example
the one of Adversary i go beautiful I could rotite poems about
it. Then 3 compared the different logod and realized thep all had
that gimpligtic, clagdy charm to them — and it daroned on me that
it i8 the same who devil has done all of them. The ebitor, of
courge. (The logo of the zine itself i8 urprigingly dull though.)

Al the choices of fonts in the introductions reveals that
thig guy does have unusual talent. He picks the perfect fonts
without — nota bene! — falling in the teap of lavishness. The

most promising geaphic besigner 3 have geen in a sine.

3f somebody nom orders this gine and finds bimsgelf
bigappointed with the “spacse” or “Boring” lanout I can tell him
that e ate talking about gubtle things.

Snterviers with Withered Beauty, Keabathor, Sobsend,
The Cross, Amon Amarth, On Wings and 8ix others — vatning
feom verp good to somervhat avetage but never bab. Plus reviervs
anb thoughts on tattoos and “Of Stars and Hate”... A thin but
also sutely cheap investment — bis debut i8 available for $2 8o
thig one cannot be much more.

Recommended!

P.6. Upon proofsreading thede lines balf a year later, 3
notice that 3 called this person the most promising graphic desig-
ner among 3ines: but how about Heabfucker or Descent? I rould
(ike to $ee what Raffaella vs. Stephen rould manage with Emil's
equipment: a few, clagdic fonts, no coloue images, and indeebd,
batdly any images at all, and those featured are of tough quality
due to the rough paper.

Perhaps then would make it, but one thing i8 for sure.
Reither Headfucker nor Descent have given me Such indpiration
as thoge fer épreads and logog in Qounter Attack.

THe Crypr ZINE #2, 1996
A4, 76 pages in English

Piss off, just fuck pou Breg, for dacrificing Zhe Ceppt in the name
of Secrorizer... IWhy do these corporate crap mags alwans come
anb nick the best gine editors? Ot tather, what makes such creative
rotiters a8 Gergerog the Unbholy abanbon theic Life mwotks for
gomething a8 dull ag Terrorizer? Well, this man appears most
contented with hig current emploper and I respect big opinion
although I still congider him to be an arse because The Crypt #3
wag promised to be thing oth [bly... and #2 makes that
talk ceebible.

Alright, the lanout of this idsue i8 not gomething pou it and
[ook at just for the heck of it — but despite the genetal lack of
intecesting tueng in the lapout the long interviews ae pregented
in a clear and intelligent manner.

b intelligent i also what the interviews themselves are
— most of them. See, Sreg boy has included a shitload of
intervieros from big friend’s zine that never got releaged: anbd these
intervierod are just mebiocte interiers with mediocre black metal
bands, for the most part. ALl in all, somebody mentioned thete
are about fifty inteeviers herein... and I don't feel [iRe counting
them. However, The Ceypt #2 i8 one of the few magé around
that can brag about having both quality and quantity!

Write to the man, ask about the price and availability. He
will perhaps still continue The Cenptic Nerwsletter but that doeg
not geem perfectly sure net.

Dawnrazor MacaziNe #11, 1996: [n Sumerian Haze
A4, 36 pages in English, $7 in Europe, $8 elsewhere

On the rather unintecesting flyer it reads “Thig time roe Spent the
bough on the mag, not the flper” and [o! thig was not a joke.
onsequently the mag itself i8 all printed on glossy paper and with
a colout cover of coutse. So anybody who complained on the
apptoach of lagt near’s “The Jemel's Gleam” hould be contented
with this one. If colour anb glitter ié what you fancy.

The strongest dide of Darwntagor if the, to me, interesting
finesup of interviewees: £ncia, Bed Buens Enbde, Ataraxia,
Monumentum, Brighter Death Now, Aura Roir, Tom S.
Warrior, Paul Ehain and others. Surprisingly also mebiocee
et8 of questiong are found: the Samented Souls questionnaire
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This guy is incredible, just incredible. #20,
one staple in the upper left corner, no images
within, not even line-breaks after the questions
in the interviews. I cannot even recall a first
issue that would look worse! Hail!
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must have been roritten on the bus after an unusually tough
DBenond Dawn rehearsal or hing. Unother complaint, a
beaviet one, i the universal lack of abbresges — but we have been
promised a proper Set of them in the next iggue.

2 ige 3 find “3In & Hage” to completely lack
any Rind of personality. Alright, the bong have invested in a
computer but it helps little if it cannot be used in a more interes.
ting mannet than bere ...3 am actually starting to wonder whether
3 would have preferred last issue’s typewriter. I typemriter is
at least gpecial thege dans!

What saves Darontazor from being mixed up mwith thicty
two other zines i8 the tonguesin-cheek mentality and bullgepe
sarcasms of the ebitors8 — one of my favourite lines in this igsue

- was found in Anton’s teview on Moonspell where he states their
new sell out direction does not impress on him: “Sorry guns, but
3 gee theough pour sunglasses.”

THe Deap Sea ZINE #2, 1997
A4, 60 pages in English, £2 or $4

Dog knors who told Nick to do so, but the man dent me this his
gecond igue and asked me to revier it.

t fiest one i8 not exactly intrigued to beath, Seeing that the
gine appears to have two back covers instead of the ugual one. It
i8 just that this horizontal Caspar David Friedrich piece does not
quite make a revolutionary cover — at leagt not if one has to tuen
the zine 90° to 8ee it propecly. Neither i8 the lapout too
fagcinating. ineigh, including the common tagk of mixing and
matching countless fonts: something that body except mp dear
Self 8eems to be hoeeibly fond of. Well, my opinion i8 horever
that for example the pages with Theatre of Tragedy and Erigkeit
8uck congiderably thanks to the respective fonts,

But once I — reluctantly, I must add: ine reading is
something I 8adly don’t do with the same enthusiasm a8 before
— started reading, The Dead Sea turned out to be a peasl. Nick
bag a vivid writing style and the interviero questions are of vern
bigh quality. 3t did not take [ong until 3 aggociated to The Cenpt
gine and its talented editor. IBbat i8 even more amusing i8 that
3 bave gince then, when reading thig idsue, repeatedly taken
mpgelf unamwares thinking I have been reading the aforementioned
Ceypt!

3 bave not read all of the gine net ag I only read bits and
pieces of it evern now anbd then, while eating dinner or Something,
but after having read most of it 3 can afely recommend The Dead
Sea. Soobd gine indeed, the first drawback being the lanout but
then, it i8 a zine... The second dramback goes by the name of
QAlexanbder Pavlov. I hope that gup rould start playing tennis.
Or whatevet, as long a8 bhe won't continue conteibuting to The
Dead Sea. His interviervs in this issue are not very .. beautiful.

Plentyy of intervierod with acts such ag Laibach, Cradle of
Filth, Der Untermensch, Abigor, Primordial and a lot mote.
8o, bon't migs the much needed small article about Paganism
versug Satanism. Basic facts, nes, but ob so seldom seen in
gines, curiously gelbom even mentionebd in these dans when there
ate people openly claiming to be Satanic Pagans!

DesceNT MAGAZINE #4, 1997
A4, 68 pages in English, $6 ($8 outside the U.S.)

That Count O'Mallen’s thied igsue was of bigh quality cannot
be biscussed; although there were some signs of lavighness or
tackineds, edpecially on the cover, but 3 bo not bother to indulge
in detail$ explaining robat 3 mean. 3f pour enes watch the same
ag mine, pou will knoro what 3 mean, if not, then thete i8 no point

Stephen O’Malley is back with a vengeance,
Descent Volume Four being a breath-taking
affair of subtle background images creating a
dark atmosphere indeed. This is Quality Rea-
ding, for the interviews are not worse.

JOURNALS

A publication that does not feel comfortable
among metal zines, The Azrael Project New-
sletter is as a calm, contemplative view on
Death and melancholy one of its kind. Not
for everyone, though: but then, the best things

never are.

for me to elaborate Something that man seem the ultimate pettiness
to waste time for. .

What matters is that Descent #4 ig a lot more mature:
8ee, nou can even uge golden print if pou use it wisely! The blood.
red “Pigg Cheist” by Andres Serrano looks promising, and the
contents do hold the same stanbard. Intelligent, well prepared
interviews that shomw there i8 regearch bebind the 7’8 and the lan.
out i3 in the clagsic Descent vein. Using backgrounds such as
bere can be a digaster but no matter if Count O'WMallen fucks
penguing (Like Somebody said), he p big lapout with an ease
and grandeur reached by few. But then, look at me, what could
3 create with 85 [pi and paper rough enough nou could wipe pour
arge with it... in the 18008 life was a lot harber.

Zhat the visual side may give a chaotic overall impression;
“Qnd it'8 8o hard to read!”; i8 not a problem at all because the
job of the artist ig to deepen the mnstern... If pou are on the proml
of accessible reading, bupy Putrefaction! Nomw the review section
approptiateln entitled “Sost In the Carp '8 Workshop”,

3n a way it appears my picture of the mag was faicly coecect
— 3 8uppode I never got to bun because dedpite the promiges
of clags the flyers gave (the fipers tell more than one would expect)
3 babd the imp me ate not breaking a whole [ot from the
ordinary.

#5 i8 a good moutbful of intelligent interviews mwith
Paradigma, Aech Enemy and others, Serious revierws and a lay.
out that does want to teacl bepond the typical: but nevertheless
evernthing seems to careful for me. The goob idead in the lapout
ate never fully beveloped and the magagine in it8 entirety
(edpecially the revierod which are not reallyy annthing pou’d read
unless pou plaped in the cevierved banbd) gives me a too distinct
taste of predictability.

JIn brief: well-pecformed, roorthy of respect, articulate. .. but
not mabd enough for mine enes!

HAMMER oF DAMNATION MAGAZINE #V, 1996
BS5, 32 pages in English

“Zhig i8 the fifth one. The one with a sloro and painful bixth, the
one that left an empty coffin a bare goil ag it8 companion. Gt
cetera. Embeace it and Love bearly), if that really i8 pout feeling
about this issue. 3f not, then pleage don’t. Also, do not blame
as no-one promised hing too belming, after all.”

Se;z the editotial. I will not embrace and love dearly
because such actions usually tend to turn out as a waste of time
in the end — but this Fifth Damnation surelyy deserves a
respecting handshaRe. 3t i8 a good issue that i8 enlivened by
gubtle and cold humour, and a down to earth manner that keeps
the interest although the contentg are not that fantastically
dramatic.

QWe have a well-written article about the occult spmbolism
linked to Fields of the Nephilim and a talk with Trom who prov-
ide ug with interesting thoughts. Also features on GBhosting,
Diabolos Rising, Told Meat Industry (“not for vegetarians”),
Dortiis, Sad Patade, Brighter Death Nomw and Blood Asxis.

2 nice read, as the cage tenbds to be with this Hammer, Set
from Demonogound.

Heaprucker MAGAZINE #4, 199

7
A4, 72 pages in English, $6 in Europe, $7 elsewhere

3f 3 sap this ig the Cepptopsy of zines, what would pou say?
Qothing, except for nodding in agreement, of course.

There i8 not much I can san here. The best pure death
metal gine around. 3t i8 in situations [ike thig that I realize how
easy it ig to review a crap item compared to an excellent one.

How could I Reep my credibility if I cannot find any

subtitled “The Small Print” for those who do not get the pun (3
bid after a while), i8 a little on the vezge. The font size is smals
lez than in my debut robich should give pou an idea what we are
talking about. But I do know the man’s dilemma very well.

Attila Tsibar opens bis heart in a captivating, lengthy talk
and bands such a8 S.S.H.E. Retina Stimulants, Sutcliffe Ju-
gend and lagt but definitely not leadt Plecid represent the Side of
music little delved by metal jines ...magazines. More familiar
names are Sorgoroth, Aeturnug, Benond Dawn. It of
Abruptum i8 put in front of an authentic Rorschach test which
provides mucl entectainment. 3t i8 moves such as this 3
appreciate. Homw many other underground magazines would get
the idea to uge Rorscharch? That Stephen cannot spell neither
Rorschach nor Nietzdche despite numerous attempts is another
problem but let us not embarcass this gentleman...

QWait, actually we mill. Because there i8 till room for
improvement for the fifth (and 3 fear, the last) igsue. 3t appears
Gtephen i8 still stuck in thig holy tablet pregent in the zine scene:
a.) Do not break text that was not broken by the man who said
it, i.e. For the Freebom of Linbroken Columns! and b.) Never use
indents or patagraphs because they offend our Lord! No magagine
can call itgelf professional if it boes not know hor to manage text.

But then. There is this certain feeling creeping up on me,
it comes and climbg up my back and J feel its cold fingers tearing
at my vertebtae and it warm tongue makeg me cringe ag it
breathes into my ear... who... cares... about the religion
of typography!

3 succumb.

Time for the punchline.

Dere it comes:

Descent i8 more than Decent!

DeciBeLs STORM MAGAZINE #8, 1997
A4, 80 pages in English

3f this i# professional then I put pride in mp amateurism.

Fear oF LiFe MAGAZINE #5, 1997
A4, 56 pages in English, $6

This i8 my fiest encounter with Fear of Life Magagine: having
geen big flpers floating around in the air in front of me, and even
been cloge to by an old second hand copy of Some issue, it never
realln bappened. Seems I got my ladt chance with this one, and
it was about time, because it i8 the vern last igsue Arco i8 putting
out.

gative agpects in the item I am teviewing? I used to think
Deadfucker could be improved by a more varied tange of bands
and styles but now I have realized it would be [ike agking
Smmolation to uge corpdepaint or Suffocation to use clean vocals
— amm...

Headfuckee ig death metal and only death metal, with some
qrind and such things of course. But it's [ike with music: some
bands I just prefer to give it a blast throughout the album.
Deadfucker is supposed to be a blagt throughout. Sepsism,
Deranged, RNecrotic Mutation, Exhumed, Festering Puke, Exitr
13, Infernal Torment, Deedé of Flegh, Necrosis, Wicked
Jnnocence. Plus Cric of Decompogine.

Cxcellent lapout and an English that i3 gome of the most
abvanced J have encountered in a zine — of course this does give
one reagon to Suspect Raffaella i8 trying to be somebody she's
not (Some of the words in the intervierns would rather fit into the

mple of th

Ihnbioly Plerubin Magasine

The first issue of Temple of the Damned is
worth ordering for the cover only! Admittedly,
it was this photo on the flyer that made me

the man in q The visual side
of the contents is yet to be improved.
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vocabulary of a laroner). I knomw nou will hate me for saning this,
but 3§ actually don’t mind. I [ike to read abvanced Engligh
because then 3 mpgelf have a chance to learn Something new. 2And
believe it or not but thig lagsie manages the linguistic equilibrigm
without making a fool of herself. Hats off, gentlemen! Hats off
to Deadbfucker.

Buy.

HeaTHENDOOM MAGAZINE #3, 1997
AS, 180 pages in Swedish, 55 Skr

QBith geeat pride Heathendoom makes it return after a delan
almost compatable to mine, the only diffecence being that when
3 go fot fortn pages, they go for one bundeed and eighty. Fucking
book.

QBell, Heathendoom hag never impressed me with great
lanout or absolutels) revolutionary contents, just plain music and
magic, if we'te being rough.

But thete alwang are sutprises, nevertheleds, like in last
i#8ue it roas most entertaining to compare the vier on Satanidm
of Garl Abtahamsson, the official Swedigh translator and pub-
lisher of SaBen, with the view presented by Dack Funetal in the
ety same is8ue ("There's no ideology in it, it i8 just a mway to
spread evil”). Choose nour sides, the War Against Christian-
ity bag bege ...ab forget it.

In #3 3 found an eighteen page intervierw with Robban
Becirovic of ClogeUp. My view on this magazine i€ bardly
unknomwn but 3 enjoped this interview greatly, the man bhas a
comfortably dornsto-earth way to express himself. He probably
i# right mhen he guesdes entire Sroeden mwill hate him after this
interview ... on’t, though. 3t is bis paper I am not into, my
tagte for literature i8 gimply different, and 3 have my curious
conceptions about things.

mong othet pieces in the book there are Sulug, Mercyful
Fate, 3t and, damnit, Otng. I waited too long and now they got
the 8coop. b, aldo articles on various topics, from chaog magic
to teolls. One particular Norwegian troll talks a lot about fruits.

Il of the intervierws are done by phone or live robich ma-
ked them all vern relaxed, and more [ike thorough digcugsions with
refreshing moments of $illy talk included.

Heathendoom sureln dederves regpect with this the most
massive AS size issue heard about.

IsTeN MAGAZINE: Cold Lake, 1996
AS, 16 pages in English, $2

@old Lake i8 reminidcent of Isten 7D but only when it comes to
the gize. Cold Rake i8 a collection of poems i [ed with an
exceptional graphic costume that wag printed in 100 copies, sunk
in a cold lake and pulled up when the ice rwas gone — my copy
gurely [ooks ag it bas been wet too. The originals roere burned.

The two Wyricists are Ginar of Bepond Daron and Kola who
usged to sing with Dark Heredn. I prefer the latter and especially
his “Zo the Dead” which is as short as thought-provoking. Goery
poem in the igdue i worth a tead, though.

@old Lake i8 not ag I had expected, but then 3 had not
knorn what to expect either. Wfter the more than hilarious Dark
Lord this Cold Lake rvith its Seriousness and poetry sutely was
a contrast,

Qery interesting, verry interesting. ot onlyy Jsten, not only
a collector’s item, but al8o vern intevesting in itdelf — both
contentiige and visually.

Isten Macazine: Méddchen, 1997

The cover is rather dull, but look at the spread
behind. This is what "layout” is all about.
Some may not understand what I mean.
"Where are the Photoshop effects?” Go fuck

_yourselves. This is art. Timeless... strict.

MALM;

ASHCAN
EDITION

Again admitting my subjectivity, Mind’s Eye
#1 would have been most mercilessly
slaughtered (a mere ashcan edition or not),
was not its editor such a friendly person...
but I am not supposed to reveal things like
this, am I?

A4, 40 pages in English, $5

Opeth, Babylon Whores, Cultug Sanguine, Thy Serpent, Sigh,
Tiermes, Persophone, Solefald, Sear Bliss, Lunar Aurora,
Yagtoehyekih Hin Dpstre, Embracing, Infernd, Gnochian Cres-
cent and friends.

Digcussed thoroughly enough in the interview.

IsTeEN MAGAZINE: Twin Sister, 1997
A4, 60 pages in English, $7

Fow this is getting ridiculous, the thicd Jsten review. To release
an igsue like this in balf a year i8 bepond my compeehension, no
comptendo, but to alrans understand evernthing would be rather
boting.

Twin Sister i8 Isten ag venomous ag Jsten can be and
Ssten can be quite venomous. High pitched Sarcagm and
areogance pointy ag the pitchforks of The Sadistic Farmers of
Doom (the former band of some Thorus of Ruin members if pou
temember them, ot if pou even remember Ehorus of Ruin for that
Sake ...abem).

O brastic tuen from the vern controlled and (especially
vigualwige) strict Midchen, Twin Sister may belong to the same
family but that i8 where the relations end. 9 chaotic, dark lap-
out ag to pay teibute to the olden eighties cut and paste zine ma-
King... the joutnalism being a8 istenian ag ever, though.

91 bas been the teadition of these out flagbearers of Finnish
humour, again some intetvierees are intervierwed not foe their
musical value but for other reagons that pou 8hould notice
poutself... this time around the main attraction i The Breat Kat,
a ridiculous as ever: she i8 exactly ag we remember her pears
ago (reminding ug why we wanted to forget her).

Raturally we are mostly served good music, Canaan being
the fiest on page two, follomed by Solstice and other people such
a8 Tales of the Macabre gine. To [ist them all would be points
leg8, me alreadn having mentioned the amount of pages.

Gontemplative photography by bambed add 8pirit and...

MeTAL CokrE ZINE #20, 1995
A4, 40 pages in English

Fuck pou, Chris Forbes, and congrats! If there were more jine
ebitors ike thig man the roeld roould be a ot better place. 3 mean,
the zines rould not look better, but they mwould be mote reliable.
@hris has been doing this gine since 1986 anbd releasing tentn
iggues n ten nears sureln makes me a fan of his. Can 3 have
pour autogeaph, Eheis?

Thete i8 another dpecial thing about Metal Core. Horw can
somebody release a 20th issue looking like a bebut that i8 legs
and feet belom avetage — if nou pardon the expresgion? This
must be the first gine 3 see with absolutely no lanout at all! And
this ig no exaggeration! 3f we ignore the Smmolation ad on page
43, the only picture in the entire jine is the Horror of Horrors one
that is featured on the cover. The rest of the gine i just text, text,
text, text in one gingle, fat column! ey, I just realized hom it
i$ possible to release troo igsues a pear... can’t sap Forbes man
basg wasted time on boting thingg like “lanout”!

The reviers are honest but standard, while the interviemws
actually are good. Some of them are damn long too without get-
ting boring (though Several questions appear mere fillers). People
interviered are Witch-Hunt, Horeor of Horroes, Usueper, Metal
Merchant Records, Boice From the Darkside zine and others.

3 3 bid not knomw the age and tradition of Metal Core, I
voould definitely find this one of the rorst jines I have come across
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theoughout the peard. But mp endless respect for guch an
inbustrious undecground maniac like Eheis prevents me from
gaping a bad woed about Metal Core although it in fact i8 prettn
ghite... ops. o, good [uck Cheis, and I am Sure pou’ll reach
pout 30th isdue before I get my fifth out — although 3 do not
find it realigtic to expect a fifth i8h of Davthos...

By the way. I horrible thought just steuck me. I wonder
bhow Metal Core #1 looked like?

Minp's EvE MAGAZINE #1 (ASHCAN EDITION), 1997
A4, 22 pages in English, $2 in U.S.A., $3 clsewhere

918 a perverse rain oaks the neighbouthood in urine, the ashean
edition of Mind’s Ene #1 i8 prepated for dissection.

Rob Teerell's Mindscape Comics was mentioned in the last
i8sue, but since then be had to change name to Mind's Eye due
to the mellknorwn goftware company. The man has been wotking
batd on bis comic project for quite a time but norw things geem to
start bappening. Thid aghean edition i8 only a ghoet previer of
what i8 to come, featuring a ferw pages from theee Stories.

3 am aftaid thig i8 not at all my kind of comics. They all
are painful clichés of either Marvel's supethero bollocks, Like
"Qegion of the Macabre”. Ot then it i8 thig typical Big Sup
Soes Thraghing like in “Shrashman” ot then it is this Coil Conjus
tation thing by a 8cary guy in a cloak, "Beraroth”.

The storlines, all either mholly or partly by Rob, cannot
be biscussed vern much in depth because, ag daid, we only have
a fem pages of each storn here — but things do not ook promising,
3 am aftaid.

The vigual 8ide could be commented vern much in detail,
first because 3 have a past as a comic fanatic (and 8till very much
enjoy clagsy ones), and second because I [ike to examine the
artistic sibe of things. But I can say that the only actist hete
with at least a bint of talent i8 TMark Chapman with hig
"Theaghman”, although we are being very generous when saping
that...

9P.3. Scogging’s and Russell . Cvans’s talents are
either nonexistant ot then it i8 just a matter of taste. Actually
Goang's full page gombie in the back of the idsue 8hows thee is
Hope, it i$ 8o much better from the comic it utptided me it was
by the same guy.

The real # 1 will bave colout covets and be about 32 pages.
Sotey Rob if I was too honest again...

MysTicisM MAGAZINE #1
A4, 40 pages in Swedish

Fellow Finnish Fuckhead Vidnanen handed me a copy of his
firstborn when S already thought I was finished with the jine
teviervs. Damn. But let us get this Bern Last Reviemw roritten,
then. Before I receive Msticism #2, prefetably.

Somehor I have the impression the Swebdish gine scene
has experienced a major revival during the last troo pears but
wohether thig is a fact ot onlpy an impression cauged by the typical
tutbulence related to zines (i.e. a gine puts out two igsuesd, Dies,
another gine turng up), 3 don't knomw.

3n any cage, Mysticism offers us a good debut. Thomas
anbd big partner in crime have avoided the most common pits, those
of too kind tevierws, of too trite lanout or bad intervieros. The
visual bramwback i8 that the I8 have app Iy been printed
with a 300 bpi printer which makes all images very rough and
any attempts at backgrounds bebind text bagarbous if not
bigastrous. The interviers with Edge of Sanity, Buneral Mist,
The Eoerbaron anb many others are alright, often gomemwbat com~

$BER TY PREIRE i

B
MERCYFOL FATE
EIBRAN
CRADLE OF FIRTH
i THE WOODS
HBRTIERT ...

Decibels Storm is the kind of "professiona-
lism” (spit!) that makes me vomit. It is so
glossy you can mirror your face in it and so
slick you will have to wash the grease off your
hands afterwards.
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mon but for a debut not at all bad: but I am assured the second
i88ue which mas already going to print while I mwas roriting this
will cotrect most Detail$ mentioned above.

Among the multitude of cutrent Swedish jines there ig
gomething else than the cover; 8porting a roartior roman by Rono
anbd a clagsy logo; that makes Mpsticism stand out. Because
there i8 one particular reagon by I lost interest in most Sie.
digh zines pears ago, and that i8 their lack of interest to look
abroad. When one faces the fifth interviemw with the vern same
band a pawn can be vern damned cloge, and the dustbin even
more. Mpsticiém, horever, show a more Serious (and less lazy)
approach by having done and teanslated interviers with Cinberjer,

{kenbach, Barathron, & s and Bk

For this: bail to thee.

Near Dark ZiNe #4/GOETIA ZINE #3, 1996
A4, 52 pages in English, $5

Starting with the more interesting balf of this split venture, we
see that MNear Dark #4 i8 good enough to make one forget about
Boma meouqb xbe concept of i]Tcat ﬁatk i8 in my epes not
that binary, they
o it well. 3!)2 talké with the old bcmci Bathory and ‘mef\ﬁto
ate vern good — the former being pregented in the shape of an
unsedited phone interviero which makes it a little special.

3f we move on to less legendary outfits, we have vern
compeehengive and well written intervierod with The Darksend,

”On a night like tonight, I believe that mud
is nobler, more sexual, than flesh. It holds in
its memory the upheavals of planetary birth,
the very statutes of consciousness. The rocks,

the trees, the shadows themselves are in
collusion; every atom of every substance
boasts its own irresistable force.”

from Der Tod In Venedig

interviens are rather basic with no steps taken to explore untrod
bimensions.

SHowever, I have a spmpathetic image of Temple of the
Damned due to their burning enthusiadm as well as their coverage
of South America, a continent that often feels rather distant even
in the tezms of the unberground.

©On basically every spread nou can see old gods grinning
from between the columns, on one page Wiracocha smiles ot gring
or stares (bis facial expresgion being Somerohat bard to decipber)
in all hig beautn above a poem dedicated to him.

Perbaps thig rould be omething to elaborate? Temple of
the Damned could save us from these by now tediously common
references to the old Bikings (they must be vern confused up in
(Bal!)alla by now) by giving us a deep surven on ancient South

i hologies in the next issue?

A Mind Confused and Opeth, while the one with the Headbangers
Qlgaingt Disco organidation is as short as it ig refreshing.

Zhe best MNear Datk igsue so far, with a good but by no
means dramatic lapout. Al8o interviervs with Ungod and Lake
of Tears plug a one page pervopoeno page. For thoge who find it
exciting.

QBe tuen the mag upside dorwn and find Soetia #3. I did
a teview on this guy’s last issue for Davthvs #1 but it was
omitted with Some other reviers as it ras too outdated. That vern
tevierv was quite a slaughter... why $0? Because the idsue was
80 blooby boring.

Zhig i8 also the case with Soetia #3. 3t i8 generally rell
pecformed and the dep lanout i8 given a nostalgic touch by the
aestheticallyy Second rate typerotiter. The interviers with Pentacle,
Revelation, Bifrost, Misantheopy Records, Puteefaction jine and
others hold a good standard. And what's better, Niclas has added
gome criticism to hig reviervs, thanks!

DBut the main problem temaind. His writing stple ends
me immebiately) to gleep. 3t i8 [ike “SHello chilbren, tobap we are
interviewing The Marble Jcon feom...”. There i8 a complete lack
of irony, mwit, gest... anything that could bring some Rind of depth
ot petgonality to his writing. Other readers do probably not even
migg annthing of the above, but a8 for me, I 8till think Soetia i8
ag fascinating a8 the plastic chair my neighbour Reeps on bis
balcony.

...20b, only tecently I got to know that Niclas uged to do
the old, legendary Smwedish zine Theashing Holocaust. I bave
not read that zine but any gine editor who Reeps doing zines this
long gets$ mu respect.

TempLE ofF THE DAMNED MAGAZINE #2, 1996
A4, 32 pages in English, $6

With a clagsic, ot pechaps the clagsic Emperor photo on the cover,
Temple of the Damned pans tribute to past. This present issue
talks with Behenna, RKawir, Cquinox, Manhem, Forlorn,
Obtained Englavement and plenty of other orchestras. Dost

BkSADIRPUCIREE

Together with Descent the most beautiful un-
derground magazine? And it is quite perfect:
Headfucker is death fucking metal, while
Descent takes care of the blacker kind of things.
Be smart. Buy both.

JOURNALS

3t may well be worth to inquire Plagmadtica Distro in
Sothenburg about Temple of the Damned, they may well carey
it.

Der Top IN VENEDIG NEwsLETTER #1

A5, four pages in English
QWhen one puté Engligh things in an alphabetical ordet, the words
“a”, “an” and “the” do of course not count, But how ig it when
one hag a German title in an Gngligh list? Life i8 full of
mpsteries, isn’t it! Since “der” is the Serman equivalent of

WOoUNDED MAGAZINE #7, 1996
A4, 56 pages in English é

Bergerog of Teh Enept bhabd a spare copy of this journal and I
mwas looking formatd to having a peek at it after the encouraging
comments from both M.O.M. and Jsten regarding Wounbed.

Having finished the deventh ids8ue — with the exception of
most industrial et cetera features which bother me not — J can
but agree that we bave a quality zine here. Exit-13, O.L.D.,
Apollnon’s Sun (actually, and pechaps understanbdably, it is all
about Qeltic Froét anpway), Moondmell (new monicker ©
KSKrauze, Inc.), Usurper, Tristitia. Compared to the amount of
pages few of the features are anpthing I would cate that horeibly
much about but Herr Mindauskas Lapinghas keeps me reading
with hig good senge of roriting.

The lapout Serves it purpnﬂc but ﬂ)c l)mmh) pixelized
scannings belp to Reep the graphi by

WYVERN ZINE #2, 1997
AS5, 32 pages in Finnish, 10 mk

Some people just lack respect. Here I go and agree to review
thig gun’s gine and what i8 he doing in retuen? Well, he releases
a second issue before I have managed to publish my teview on
the firét one. I émwear the man did thig only to pigs me off. On
to the gobbamn teviewing then. A8 if I didn’t have Something
better to bo.

Byvern concenteates on roleplaping games... and pes, nou
guessed it, it i8 not really my thing. Thus I cannot judge Wyvern
with more Succegs than some mobdelejon from BeckoReoyn
evaluating The Dead Sea Jine. Ql)eu i8 not much for me to read
bere.

Zhis i8 a debut issue but it could just ag well be #5 or
whatever because although not quite being dramatic enough to
cauge a voleanic eruption in the Philippines Wyvern bas a clean
but varied lanout, avoiding those small general fuck upé that are
too pettry to mention but that can tuin a lapout o easily... pou
get the point? 3f nou don’t, pull your lowee lip over pour head

“the”, 3 ligted thig one after “Tod” instead. JIf Somebody feels
this i8 not correct, he can send an official complaint to the
bdeadquarters of Dauthus and I'll see what I can do. After all,
pou can’t deny it i8 a matter of life and death because “Tod”
means “death”. OR.

Thig free nemsletter printed on red paper croésed my path
some time ago and J felt it beserved a comment bhere, although
editoress Angela unfortunately has decided not to release a second
issue.

Der Tod In Benedig consists of an introduction (which
appeals to me most) and two anonpmous shoet Stories — both
most probably roritten by the same author. They are too complex
for me to fully grasp, partly due to their general peculiarity and
pactly bue to the language. A line from Canto 3: “Slomwly, his
profane inter-breeding mwas dissipating the irzabiance of big

stellar analogues.” The language of these stories
fagcinates me although it at the same time makes me Suspect the
author has been more interested in plaping ith dictionaries than
actually telling a story. Moreover, he seems to be most fond of
evernthing macabre and repulsive — o much that in the end the
stories seem parodies of themselves... “TMummified, necklaced
in teeth and testicles, pierced all over with tarsals; some skinned
at deatl), others at birth. Dalf-eaten, bladdery and bloodless, some
barnacled mwith transplanted nipples, dome 8porting multiple
genitalia, leg8 Screrwed into arm Sockets or heads crammeDd inside
gutted bellies.” I can't really help émiling.

Gtill, I 8aid thesde stories fagcinate me and still they do —
although mostly for linguistic reasons. “She defecates loudly,
ber excreta bling clusters of ing raiging, then kicks off
her shoes, aiming at the droroning man's heab, to reveal a pair
of tagged trotterd.” 3f interested, aghk the editor if ghe still has
copies of this first issue left. She i8 also into tape and picture
teading.

WHERESMYSKIN ZINE #5, 1
A4, 54 pages in American, $4 U.S./85 Europe/$6 Asia

The last issue rad subtitled "Hate, Perversity, Satanic
Boregagms And Dore” while this nerv one goes for the simplier
"Blood, Hate And Tits”. Blaash the Ranger had a farm, E-
I-E-1-0. it were here and pricks were there, E-1-E-1-O.
Sort of.

#5 i8 more concentrated on porn and sad gochigm than
the previous issues, which bores me. Wouldn't surprise me if
be, for the upcoming igue number 8ex, went to ome econd hand
whore and intervieroed her rorn out Runt instead of some band.

Other than that, the tradition i8 the same. WMetal, reviervs
that gap things like "Cr... rell, nothing that glib” and atypical
interviews. All spiced up with a good dose of irony and sarcagm
torards evernbodn and himself.

3f pou want a zine that looks good, bup Supremacy #2.
3f pou mant a jine that ig entertaining to read, buty Wheresmpskin
#5. But do glance at the interviero with Blaash first, in case
pou are unsure whether pou share bhig genge of humour.

and swallow. ice artroork too, especially the cover with its gnats
8ized elf attacking a bragon.

ZEITGEIST MAGAZIN #2, 1996
A4, 20 pages in English, $2

Zhe interviews with Twin Obscenity, A.I.P.R. Records and
Dunkelbeit ate well executed but they ate nothing to brag about
— but if roe abd the acticles about Albrecht Diirer, Occult, the
rell roritten revieros and all contents in general, then the gitua.
tion ig different. Egpecially when the price i8 only $2. Cditor
Stefan has a vivid way of writing and this i8 what makes Jeit-
geist interesting.

“Zhe Satanic Bible — A Revelation of a Fraudb?” ig an
article T read with pleagure and found it made Sense to a large
begree — but then I noticed who the author was. This same gup
bag rotitten another atticle which has been included in Some jines
and it was so pathetic bollocks that this Seitgeist feature differs
enough from the otber article to almost make me boubt it is the
game Dean Adbams we are talking about.

But it i8 Jeitgeist we were reviewing. A good read for a
good price 8o get thig while nou can. I don’t knomw about futuce
i88ues because originallp it was meant every other issue would
be in Berman anbd every other in Engligh (?) but then I heard he
would concentrate on his other zine Witcheraft and a while later
3 heard he probably won't do it anpway. That man seems to
change his mind more often than 3 do.

%, £

Already the Z and G ligature in the logo
suggests we are dealing with a zine that does
care about the graphical side, but the insides
do not always live up to the ligature, so to
say, being rather ordinary yet in the tidy way.

JAG
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PROLOGUE, MORNING IN MAGENTA, THE
PETALS FED FRON THE DEW, SHE HELD HER
BREATH FOR A MOMENT, 10 PAUSE OFF THE
STREAM, STILL CLINGING TO VAST, OLD
MEMORIES, AND | WOULD MARVEL AT HER
BEAUTY, PLAYING THROUGH THE RAIN, THE
COFFIN 15 BEAUTIFULLY ENGRAVED, STAINED BY
SOUL, SYHBOLS OF DEATH, ALL OF WHICH ARE
STARED UPON, WITH PORCELAIN EYES IT SEEMS,
SOME SPOKE AND IT WAS MY TURN T0 GO, I
DEATH ENTWINED, | COULD NOT BELIEVE, BUT
IT HANGS AROUND MY NECK, A SOFT BREEZE
PASSED HE BY, | READ IT WAS THE COMING OF
SPRING, AND THUS OUR APRIL ETHEREAL,
T WAS NE, PEERING THROUGH THE LOOKING-
GLASS, BEYOND THE EMBRACE OF CHRIST, LIKE
THE SECRET FACE WITHIN THE TAPESTAY, LILE A
BIRD OF PREY OVER THE CREST, AND SHE WAS
SWATHED X SORROW, AS IF BORN WITHIN 1TS
MASK, HER CANDLELIGHT SNUFFED, THE ICON
SMILED, EMPTINESS FOLLOWED IN HER WAIE, |
COULD CLASP HER IN UNDYING LOVE, WITHIN
GHOSTLIKE RAPTURE THE FINAL WORD WAS
MINE, SHE FACED NE IN AWE, TWAS A TOREN OF
EBONY COLOUR, EMBODIED N FAINT YAPOUR,
WANDERING THROUGH APRIL' FIRE, CONPELLED
TOGRASP AND TO HOLD THE ONE THAT WAS YOU,
1 WILL ENDURE, HIDE AWA, | WOULD OUTRUN
THE SCYTHE, GLARING WITH FAILURE, IT IS A
MERE DESTINY | THOUGHT, A THRESHOLD | KAD
CROSSED BEFORE, THE RAIN WAS WAVING
GOODBYE, AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME THE
FOREST FOLDED ITS BRANCHES AROUND ME,
SOMETHING PASSED BY AND | WENT INTO A
DREAM,SHE, LAUGHING AND WEEPING AT ONCE,
TAKE ME AWAT, | DON'T KNOW HOW OR WHY,
AND I'LL NEYER KNOW WHEN, RED SUR
RISING, SOMEWHERE THROUGH THE DENSE FOG,
THE PORTRAIT OF THE JADED DAWN, WHO HAD
SEEN IT ALL BEFORE, THIS DAY WEPT ON MY
SHOULDERS, STILL THE SAME AS YESTERDAY, THIS
PATH SEEMS ENDLESS, BODY IS NUMB, THE SOUL
HAS LOST 175 FLAME, WALKING IN FAMILIAR
TRACES, TO FIND Y WAY BACK HOME, 50 THERE
1WAS, WITHINTHE SOBRIETY OF THE IMMORTALS,
A SEMBLANCE OF SUPERNATURAL WINDS,
PASSING THROUGH, THE GARDEN SIGHS,
FLOWERS DIE, THE GATE WAS CLOSED THAT DAY,
| WAS BOUND TO CARRY ON, SHE COULD NOT SEE
ME THIOUGH THE WINDOWS, IN DISHAY,
STRANGEST TWIST UPON HER LIPS, GRAVEN FACE,
SHE SAID MY NAME, ONCE INSIDE, | HEARD
WHISPERS [N THE PARLOUR, THE GILDED FACES
GRIN, AWARE OF MY FINAL DEMISE, AND | CRIED,
| KNEW SHE HAD LIED, HER OBSESSION HAD
DIED, T HAD DIED, WHEN CAN | TAKE YOU FROM
THIS PLACE? WHEN IS THE WORD BUT A SIGH?
WHEN 15 DEATH OUR LONE BEHOLDER? WHEN
WILL WE WALK THE FINAL STEPS? WHEN CAN WE
SCREAM INSTEAD OF WHISPER? WHEN 15 THE
NEW BEGINNING, AND THE END OF THIS SAD
MADRIGAL? OUR ABODE ‘MONGST THE STARS
1S WAITING LONG ENOUGH FOR OUR LAST
BREATH OF LIFE, YOU STARE AT NOTHING, RIGHT
THROUGH ME, AT TIMES RESEMBLING THE DEVILS
CONCUBINE, AND HE. | AM THE 100L THAT
WOULD LONG TO CARESS YOUR EYES, UNTIL THEY
WOULDOPEN NO HORE, | WOULD COMFORT YOU
1F1 ONLYCOULD, BUT AS WE ALL KNOW BY NOW,
1A JUST THIN AR, UNAWARE AS YOU ARE OF MY
PRESENCE, YOU ARE LOSING YOURSELF, HIDING
WITHIN THE AMEN CORNER, WHITE
SUMMER, SO FAR | HAVE GONE TO SEE YOU AGAIN,
HIDING YOUR FACE N THE PALM OF YOUR HANDS,
FINDING SOLACE IN THE WORDS | DO DESPISE,
YOU SNATCH AT EVERY SOUND, AND EVEN THOUGH

The ver fiest time nou are to listen to the end, tuen up the volume.
Gacrifice nou hearing at the altar of the god Tinnitus. Then nou
will feel something cold crarol up pout spine to nour neck. From there
it will 8pread onmard.

“Opeth 111 — The End” i8 a vortex, a never ending vicious
circle. ”...there it mas, the final destiny, a suntise that never came,
the night lamp that never faded aman, fazervell mad the word, and
the afterglor mas the moning rising and telling everpone about the
beauty of it8 prologue...

~..prologue, morning in magenta, the petals fed from the der,
ghe beld ber breath for a moment, to pause off the stream, 8till cling.
ing to vast, old memorics...” The last song ends where the first
song starts, and each song ends with the title of the folloming song.
3 have seen concept albums before, pes, heard them as well, but
"[11” i8 the most tightly woven Ditto 8o far. An ambitious project
it may geem, ot pechaps a simple gimmick?

S do not think many bands mwould have pulled this idea the
tough. Jeither thought of it, nor managebd it very rell if thep nom
bab becided to ten it. Homwever, 3 think "Orchid” and “Docnin
grige” have proved the present orchestra to be somemhat mote ma-
ture than most.

"Zhe End” tells a f ing story of an appeoaching end that
became a beginning itself only to end oon anb... nes. A ghost, trar
velling the ait, refusing to leave bis old wotld, deeking to touch it.
Teot onlp boes TR. Akecfeldt do the opethian byrics with greater cons
fibence than eatlier, he algo comes with tuens 3 would certainly not
have expected.

" but a8 we all knom by nom, I am just thin air...”

A if he stepped out from the role of a singer or poet into a
stornteller by the fire ot ...no, stornteller i the rord. 3 have tead
the story quite a fero times alceabdy but it i8 obvious there much left
to discover.

Perhaps “111” i6 cather a book instead?

Whatevet, it certainly i8 one of the most enthralling records
to be released this near — although already the woed “record” feels
inapproptiate. o round off the Iyrical discussion, I am contented
to see thete i no trace of popular music clichés like the line or two

The End

that did upset me o much in my “Dorningride” review if pou res
member. To put it harsh, where "To Bid You Farerell” glided into
embartagsments, "111" floats different wans and crosses different
fields, a ghost a8 it is.

Should me talk about the music? Those small-minded ordis
naty people who complained about the length or apparent bigjoin-
tedness on the peevious records, fear not! because nou will have even
more to complain about here. @ike the Iyrics are one story, the nine
gong8 ate basically only one long song. Sutely to be divided into
teacks on the upcoming album but mhen only hearing the music on
tape Song titles will not help nou to find the end of one gong ot the
beginning of the next one. Just ag on the "Motningrise” rwhen I
as only allomwebd to spread the third song from the abvance: it as
quite a pain in the lag8 to find it.

Zhe verp fiest sounds in the beginning enlivens the deserip-
tion T have received of the cover photogeaph, and once the music
starts it puts those to shame who thought the band rece not death
metal anymore... mote varied [yrically, musically; conceptually than
tnpical death metal, but if this makes it rock music 3 cate not about
pour definitions.

9Although in minority, the acoustic pacts are a8 granted as the
gmall gold fishes that keep dropping from that hole in the white cei-
ling. Then are rarely alive, but mhen they are, they ate lively and
roriggle and flutter. 3t looks verp stupid and people lookat meina
cather funny ran when 3 tell about it. One pasticular highlight that
Micke mas quick to hint me about is "The Demon of the Fall” which
i8 quite untypical for them... Then we have melancholic, slow pas-
sages of doom. Blastbeats. Clean vocals any "post-beath metal”
(pfff) banb roould envn, just as much as standard death vocalists will
envy the several [ong, deep toars.

WRiyat point i8 there for me to rant? You knom the band we
are talfing about! Theit finest effort.

Demon

bemon of the fall
bemon

bdemon of the fall...

YOU BELIEVE THAT | AN SHACKLED WITHIN
DEATH, MEMORIES ARE TAINTED WITH PALENESS,
CRESTFALLEN STILL, THOSE EYES, EMPTY LIKEA
BARREN WELL, IT WAS THE ONLY TASK | WOULD
UNDERTAXE, TO REAP THE HARVEST THAT WS
MINE, THE SEED THAT HAD SPRUNG INTO A
FLOND MEADOW, AND LEFT NE HELPLESS IN
YOUR EMBRACE, THE BOND WE NEVER SPOKE OF,
ONCE STARK AND ENTICING, NOW SLOWLY
SHOULDERING TO DUST, THE CELESTIAL TOUCH,
FROM GREY TO BLACK, A FATHOMLESS YOID
ENCLOSING, UNWRITTEN SECRETS BENEATH THE
COBWEBS, | CAN NOT ENDURE, AND SO | ROSE
FROM MY SLEER, THE MOON TURNED AWAY ITS
FACE, OVERTURE OF THE LONG BLACK NIGHT
BEGINS, SOMETHING YOU SAID, EERIE CIRCLES
'UPON THE WATERS, UNTIL NOW WE SHARED THE
SAME AURA, MY ASHES WITHIN YOUR HANDS, Y
BREATH WITHIN THE SEPULCHRAL MOUND, YOU
ANOW THAT YOUR NIGHT IS MY DAY, THE FINAL
SPARKTHAT BLEW LIFE INTO ME, THE DEMON
OF THE FALL, SILENT DANCE WITH DEATH,
EVERYTHING 1S LOST, TORN BY THE ARRIVAL OF
AUTUMN, THE BLINK OF AN EYE, YOU KNOW 1T
ME, YOU KEEP THE DAGGER CLOSE AT HAND, AND
YOUSAW NOTHING, FALSE LOVE TURNED T0 PURE
'HATE, THE WIND CRIED A LAMENTATION, BEFORE
HERGING WITH THE GREY, DEMON OF THE FALL,
GASPING FOR ANOTHER BREATH, SHE ROSE,
SCREAMING AT CLOSED DOORS, SEDUCTIVE FAINT
MIST, FORGING THROUGH THE CRACKS IN THE
WALL, | SHAN'T RESIST, IN TEARS FOR ALL
'ETERNITY, SHE TURNED AROUND, AND FACED NE
'FOR THE FIRST TIME, RUN AWAY, RUN AWAY, JUST
ONE SECOND, AND | WAS LEFT WITH NOTHING,
HER FRAGRANCE STILL PULSATING THROUGH THE
DAMP AIR, THAT DAY HAD COME T0 AN END, AND
SHE HAD LOST IN ME, HER CREDENCE,
DESERTED AGAIN, YOU SPEAK TO ME THROUGH
THE SHADOWS, WALKING IN CLOSED ROOKS,
USING COLD WORDS, CAPTURED BY THE NIGHT,
THE YEARNING ESCAPES FROM MY EMBRACE,
STRANGE SILHOUETTES, WHISPER YOUR
THOUGHTS, SCREAM IN YOUR SADNESS, AND THE
ALL TURNED AWAY, UNABLE TO FACE MORE OF
THIS DEATH, CREDENCE IN MY WORD, WRITTEN
IN DUST, TAINTED BY MEMORIES, | CONFESS MY
HOPE, RECOGNIZE MY LONELINESS, YOUR
LAUGHTER WEEPS THE TRUTH, PUSH ME INTO
THE CORNERS, CONFIRMING THE EPITAPH OF MY
SOUL, AND DISPLAYING THE ONCE KNOWN
KARMA, AND AS THEY SAY, GRIEF IS ONLY ABLE
0 POSSESS, THE ROTTING BODY CLAD IN ANCIENT
CLOTHES 15 LEFT BEHIND WITH A WAYE OF THE
HAND, | HAYE GONE AWAY, THE BED I COLD AND
EMPTY, TREES BEND THEIR BOUGHS TOWARDS
THE EARTH, AND NIGHT-TIME BIRDS FLOAT A
'BLACK FACES, IT WAS THE HAND REACHING OUT
THROUGH THE MIRROR, UNENOWN AND SCARRED
BY LIFE, THE LURING EYES YOU HAD NEVER SEEN,
YOU HAYE NOTHING MORE T FIND, YOU HAVE
NOTHING MORE TO LOSE, THE COLD SEASON
DRIFTS OVER THE LAND, THEY ALL HUDDLE IN
THE BROWN CORNERS, SOME WOULD SETTLE FOR
LESS, THE CASTLES WERE ALL ENPTY, ASLEEF,
LONG AWAITING THEIR KING, BECKONING ROUND
THE BEND, AMIDST THE FOREST, ONE WOULD
'HEAR THAT | HAD BEEN THERE, DRAPED WITH A
FAITH | COULD NOT CHANGE, AND ALWAYS
BECOMING WITHER'S EPILOGUE, THERE IT
WAS, THE FINAL DESTINY, ASUNRISE THAT KEVER
‘CAME, THE NIGHT LAMP THAT NEVER FADED AWAY,
FAREWELL WAS THE WORD, AND THE AFTERGLOW
WAS THE MORNING RISING AND TELLING
EVERYONE ABOUT THE BEAUTY OF ITS
PROLOGUE...

Our ever so polite Greek brethren Ya-
rathron will release the successor to
last year's promo "Sarmutius Pego-
rus” during the spring. Originally
supposed to be the full length called
“Crow’s Reign”, due to lack of time
plans have been changed to the fa-
vour of the mini (D "The Lament of
Gods”. A new album will be recor-
ded during the summer of '98. Ne-
croabyssious is also kept busy by his
project Wolf, which he honestly des-
cribes as "a usual soundtrack for 2
horror-terror movie”. The demo is
yet to be recorded.

One of the most promising Ger-
man demos since a while or to, "Con-
quering the Azure” by Drowned,
might finally get a successor. After
a search that lasted for a year and a
half, the band have now found a replacement for previous singer Lunan in somebody obeying
the name Argon Draconius (previously in God of Despair). The man, who apart from singing also
plays the bass in Drowned, is described to have a certain degree of both Iyrical as well as musi-
cal creativity so things may turn interesting in the already creative camp of dieser Berliner. The
new material is promised not to lack weirdness.

S. Culto Culus

Stephen 0'Malley of Descent Magazine fled the Americas and ended up among the ama-
20ns at Misanthropy Records, doing graphic design work. He complains he has only had the time
to work on the magazine on Saturday afternoons but nevertheless, after the magnificent #4
published in October, Count O'Malley aims at a fifth son during the springtime. He threatens it
to be his final issue but do | need to again remind you about the reliability of the editor race?
No! don't. So there may be hope that the history of Descent won’t end just here.

Markus of Empyrium is working on the first issue of a yet nameless zine. The man is
ambitious and™ do not think this will be one of the worst debuts around. Spring "98, probably.

till Dead Productions from Warsaw have released their first record in the shape of "Ne-
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news

or juft things that have bappened

croporno” by Mass Psychosis. The next release is "Tribute To Mercyful Fate” featuring Rotting
Christ, Vital Remains and last but never least Deceased. Deceased, in fact, is something we will
hear more about, as Still Dead will release the second part to their "Death Metal From the Gra-
ve" collectors’ compilation (Last World Records). "More Death Metal from the Grave is to bea
double CD with plenty of remixes, covers and live recordings. | am sure this release will not pass
the Dths Deadquarters unnoticed ...although perhaps it is already shrouded in the mists of his-
tory by the time #3 sees the light of the night. Other releases to come are Equinox and Master.
till Dead president Julius Polczynski also runs the magazine Mortal Noise with one issue out for
the time being.

Joe Petagno has been busy with the design of a Motorhead box called "Mythology” that
should be available by now. "Look for it, it's a must!”, the man enthuses.

Equinox from Florida will have a single entitied "Upon the Throne of Eternity” released
on the in my opinion peculiarly named Silencelike Death Records from Germany. The label plan
to make it "a very special collector's item”. Equinox will also turn up on 2 retro-cover-compi-
lation album — yes, another one — through Metal Merchant Records.

The daemonofamilié tuol puol jokkee have been busy lately. Demonosound has been
reduced to a sublabel under the new creation Some Place Else like the YoimaKayra: PowerWave
Unlimited it used to host. Intricate.

What, where, who, when and why is explained in the September news list. In that list
You can also read about the newest Demonosound release which is Darkstyle, "Black Crystals”
MCD/MLP. "Stylish minimalism and recycled distortion”, is what it i said to be.

VoimaKkiyri have probably released Clop Neplat "L P 1" and Cold Once Turning Dust
“Grey Bloom” by the time this issue is released. Just came to think of it, you will probably also
have experienced WWWIII and the second coming of Christ by the time this issue is released.

Before closing the subject | must only whisper that the mythical debut demo of Thergo-
thon and according to some people their best effort so far, “Fhtagn-Nagh Yog-Sothoth”, will be
released on CD together with other obscure material "which seems to be quite hard to locate”,
the label complains.

Gods Tower recently re-recorded their debut demo from 1993, “The Eerie”, in Moscow.
Seems like it is Nazgal's Eyrie that willissue it in due time. The CD version of the album by the
name "The Turns” should be available anytime. The cassette version is commented in the re-
view section on page siksty-nine. While at the studio now in June, the band also recorded a new
version of the song "Beyond Praying” for some compilation | know not the name ol.

While on the subject of Gods Tower, | would like to mention that the band is still (or

rather, again’) selling the "Demolition Tape™ they released in 1991 when they were called Che-
mical Warfare and played deathrash. Haven't heard that one yet, shame on me.

Another thing apparently important enough to be mentioned on their fyers, the band
name is Gods Tower — not Gods’ Tower and especially not God's Tower. In case you wondered.

Absu, 2 band like God's Tower and A Mind Confused that you cannot avoid if reading
Dths, did a busy 24-shows-in-a-row tour in Europe during the spring together with Enslaved and
Infernd. A successful tour according to Equitant, including the night off they had in Paris when
nude bars where inspected.

“Gumma”, the movie on the soundtrack of which Absu appear, s scheduled for Octo-
ber '97 in the US.A. "It's about kids causing trouble, etc... a strange movie. We have the script.
It looks cool.” Equitant is since the beginning of the year also  proud supporter of ALK

The second issue of Dauthus Magazine has been delayed.

Then some talk about Opeth. As you probably know by now, former bassist Johan got
the boot "because he was a rockstar — but not anymore, ha!” and old-time drummer Anders
moved to Brazil. A drummer has been found in Martin, formerly in Amon Amarth. His first ap-
pearance is on the Iron Maiden cover "Remember Tomorrow” that was recorded in June, for yet
another tribute released by Dwell Records, also featuring Absu.

.Continued on page fifty-nine.

Manors, Mansions and Other Buildings

1 will make this brief. 1f you read the first issue of Dauthus, you may know that a
certain journal of the name Scriptures of Maligna(n)cy was mentioned. We have a
new issue of that one out now. | have, sort of, received the honour of appearing upon
its pages in an article entitled "Wimpy Manors!”. Despite the ttle, that article does
not deal with houses.
lamp d as a rather spinel but donot think th

all that correct... some minor additons and alterations have been made to the story, |
see! Nevertheless, find your truth where you will, Dauthus or Scriptures of Maligna(n)cy.
1 personally consider this petty case closed with the words that | stand for every single
word | write and he who doubts it can call me up at 08-T77 06 85 and we can discuss
the matter.

NEWS
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Free Your Spirit,

People tend to have a problem with
the creative sides of suicide but let
us leave that to them. I had not
intended to develop this article into
an argument with some necropho-
bic pro-life fanatics — such people
do not even have a reason to read
this very journal. Life is not
friends with everybody, just ask
Nosferatu!, and there is hardly
any point pretending to be friends
with somebody who can’t take you
as you are, or perhaps whom you
cannot take, of course.

Qike all things greater than the purchage of
a nemw tecord, taking pour life does include
some tedpongibility. The most important
thing i8 of course that if pou’re going to do
it, do it with style.

Zhe possibilities are endlesds to a crear
tive mind. You can do evernthing from coms
fortably giving up the ghost in pour orwn bed
to, if you are into more dramatical things, use
a band saw'. Zhe main problem with Suicis
de i$ that one roould rather make it with the
firdt tey. 3f the first tey redultd in a wheels
chair and a paralysis from the neck doron, the
gecond trpy could be rather troublesome —
although a bullet in the head would probably
more elcome than ever in this condition!

A Buccedsful suicide requires not only
good planning and preparation, but algo a
strong will. 3t i8 not the ame thing to say
to nour girlfriend nou mwill cut pour throat if
ghe leaves nou and to actually cut pour throat ducceds.
fully. Besides, there probably are better mans than cuts
ting your throat, but more about this later. Something
that i8 even more Significant than a good plan i8 luck.
2his a most ironic thing because thoge considering uir
cide are usually the least fortunate of them all.

Before the event it i8 an advantage that you really
are bellbent on nour decigion because if pou actually ma-
nage to Kill nourself, it i8 a long way back from bell...

Be at the Davthvs Deadquarters almwans appre-
ciate a el performed Buicide because, a8 gaid, it i8 a
craft that requires dedication, strength, imagination and
pes, luck. Of course, the eradication of somebody’s pers
sonal tragedy man result in three other persons’ problem
in the shape of (088 of a good pal, in it8 turn causing three
more Suicide attempta but [et'8 not get carried aray, shall
e.

Zhig feature i8 divided into two parts, as we also
want to follor what happens rith the body after a suc-
cessful suicide.

PART L Q/YNTE CMORTEM

o, e mentioned band saw eatlier. Jlot evernbody have
access to such tool8, but roren not, because with the help
of an informative document® dealing with the subject we
can present other alternatives.

Cyanide and Hanging

One of the most certain roans i8 of course the class
$ic coanide but unfortunately it i8 quite impossible to get
hold of. Zhis i8 a pity) because inhaling the fumes of pure
hybdrogen enanide Kill8 within 10 to 20 geconds. Hydro-
gen cnanide i8 prepared by mixing 500 mg of cnanide
dalt8 with a strong acid. One can also eat the cnanide
salts as they are, but death man be delaned up to four
hours, especially if you have a full tomach.

2he most common way, at least in Finland?, i8 for
men hanging and for roomen poison. The certainty of
hanging i8 good but depends on the quality of the rope,
it8 support and the distance above ground. You either
die from breaking nour neck or from asphyxiation. Brear
Ring the neck i8 to be preferred a8 it i8 indtantaneous and
the certainty i8 the best. For a perdon mweighing 70 kg
the average drop beight required for breaking the neck is
aid to be 2,7 m but thig theorn® Sounds suspicious to
me Since it depends on the height of the person — un-
le88 “free falling height” i8 meant which Sounds like a
queer idea to me. 3f the neck fail8 to break the adpbyx-
iation can take from five to ten minutes 8o to have good
background music can be a good idea, while maiting to
faint.

General Advice To Drug Use

Zhere are poisons, pills and drugs that are easier
to get hold of than cpanide but I cannot reallyy recommend
a gpecial brand a8 most of them need to be prederibed any.

A survey on suicide methods,
death,
and

the decaying process

mway. Sn general we can homever state that
thege things often cauge vomiting. 2his can
be prevented by taking an antihistamine ta-
blet — such a8 mebdicine against travel 8ick-
ness, allergy, hapfever etc — about an hour
before the event on an empty Stomach.

3f the poigon i8 in tablet form it i8 recoms
mended to take a fifth a8 they are, anbd the
rest crushed and mixed with either Absolut
QRobka ot food. St helps the drugs to bit 8is
multaneously. She vodka, or the Like, 8hould
not be taken before the tablets, but only at the
same time. o keep on drinking once the pill8
are in your stomach i8 fine.

To trandform “a 90% certainty method
into a 99%" nou should put a plastic bag
over nour head and a rubber band around
pour neck to holb it there. And of course, try
ignoting horo tupid you look.

Jumping off Tall Buildings

Sumping off tall buildings does not requi
re much preparations but it requires access
to a toof that i8 at [east 8ix floors up, if we
intend to break more than a leg. A jump
from 8ix floots i3 8aid to cause death in 90%
of the cages but thig does not mean the death
i8 alrans indtantaneous. Elimbing higher
improves both the odds and the vier.

Landing on concrete i8 recommended.
You should aim roell because I knor about
a gut who ranted to deoron himself by jum.
ping off a bridge but he missed the mater...
tomwadans bhe i8 locked up in a mental
agplum. By the way, it was him who put
the church on fire that i8 found on the cover
of the “Burning the Temple of Bod"” record
by MZ.412. 3'm not dure if I was sup-
posed to tell that.

Guns And Shotguns

Blowing nour braing like good olde Kurt i3 a [ot
barder to us Curopeans due to the gun laws. The certa-
inty i8 good if nou aim rvell, othermige it might only re-
2ult in a [0t ear, a [e88 appealing face or brain dama-
ge. A gingle 8hot at the temple rith a .22 bullet i usu-
ally not fatal. Rather uge ammunition duch as .458
Winchester Magnum or .44 Magnum with Soft point
8lugs.

9 ghotgun i8 recommended, edpecially mith 3" rith
#2 to #1000 buckghot. I am pergonally not familiar
with these technical 8pecifications but I believe this is
porerful. One should ask Fason of Dying Fetus as the
man collects gung.

5 , for obvious reagons the above mway i8 pro.

bably privileged the Americans.

Knives, Razors, Swords

Glitting one’s roridts with a ragor blade i8 an often
romanticiged wap to sap goodbye but there are better
mwaps. The only wap to Succeed i8 to cut the tight acte-
ties and the cut required i8 very deep — moreover, for
example glitting your theoat can be digturbed by the rwind-
pipe that protects the arteries. The latter can be felt with
fingers to achieve precision.

3f the orist method i3 used, aim at the blue veing

“To fear death is nothing other than to think oneself wise when one is not; for it is to think one knows what onc does not know. No man knows whether death may not even turn out

to be the greatest of blessings for a human being; and yet peaple fear it as if they knew for certain that it is the greatest of evil.” — Socrates

FREE YOUR SPIRIT

HVNGRIG
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Seneca

WOHLGEMUT & PLEYDENWURFF, 1483

In the year 65 e.v. the Roman philosopher Seneca was
accused to be part of a conspiration. Caesar Nero thus
ordered Sencca to open his arterics during a bath.'* So
he did.

and cut [engthmise and deep to reach the arteries bene-
ath: othermise the result i3 only to be classed as the -
pical "Suicide gesture” used by theatrical people to receive
attention. Pretenders and poseurs, in other roords.

Ragors are quite hatd to hold firmly when they are
covered by blood, thus a razor sharp knife i8 a [ot better.
2o cause more than a Scar requires a [ot will porver. A
hot bath keeps the blood from coagulating “and i8 nice
to lie back and relax in”, like our Source points out. Fi
nally, find a pogition mwhere the arms have no chance to
fall against nour body blocking off the blood flow.

Zhe proud Japanese tradition of hara-kiri or deps
puku mwas officially forbidden® in 1868. It was used by
the nobilityy and usually performed such that a perdon cut
bhimgelf precigelyy and deeplty in the stomach with a dags
ger ot a sharp sword. Often, as in the case of the auts
bhor Yukio Mishima's seppuku in 1970, another person
i8 needed to decapitate the suicide and put an end to his
paing. Mishima’s last rords were "Seppuku... i8 it
that? Qn abgolute chaos, as if the univerde staggered
drunken, ag if the 8ky ras collapging... Pain bueng as
strong as the summer’s sun.”®

Railways

ot very fair from the train driver’s point of view.
3f pou ingist on fucking this poor felloro’s life up, sleep
ing pill8 can be an abvantage to prevent pulling your head
aray once nou bear the train. Another rway i to jump
in front of a bigh Speed train but it i8 les§ Secure as it
may only break the spine and cripple pou. Again, war-
ning for wheelchairs.

When mwotking as a cleaner in the Stockholmian
underground one Sunday morning two years ago I hap-
pened to stand with mp back to an incident mhen a drunk
dropped in front of the tube. J only heard the Sound as
if there a8 a mere bump on the tracks and only moments
later realized I had midsed something.

Drowning

98 for droroning, there i8 not much to 8ay except
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After 2 hours of hanging the neck has been stretched
and blood has gathered to arms and legs. To the right
we see an exemplary hole in one, to use a golf term.

that it i8 a perfect roap a8 long ad you make sure you ink.
3his can be helped by tying nour hands and legs together
and using some reights. IThe tempetature i8 relevant.
3f the mwater i8 very cold, nou man Still be revived after
a geveral hours from the droroning because terminal brain
bamage i8 8lorved dorn.

Qold mater, such as during an outside temperature
of =10° @, bas the abvantage that if pou do not Succeed
drorning pou can die of hypothermia, freezing to death.
Zhis takes fifteen to twenty minutes, although quicker if
there ig alcobol in the blood.

Explosives

Zhe recipe for nitrosglycerine may be available on
the rweb but homemabde explosives are unreliable. D
namite ot a hand grenade would be most appropriate but
again there {8 the problem of reliable methods:
the availability of material.

Electrocution

Hard to control. Even if you would manage to re-
ceive a highscurrent shock through pour head or heart nou
may survive with third degree burns, amputated limbs or
patalysis. Lhe most probable way rwould be to stand
barefeet on materlogged ground (or put thick copper ca-
ble in the mwater) and use bhigh tension lines.

Hougehold electricity of 110 or 240 volts i8 like kils
ling 8omebody rith a fork. 3t i8 possible but quite un-
likely.

Zhere are other methodd of duicide but the ones
mentioned above are some of the most common. Your
imagination i8 the limit. Of course, e cannot guarans
tee an of the above works (no promises given either) as
we ourselves have not tried.

But good luck and remember that a successful sus
icide i8 the only thing in life that pou can be completely
sure never to regret.

PART II 7)057 C%onTEM

When a body dies, changes occur, such as changes in
8ize and discoloration "and these are unlikely to enban.
ce it8 attractiveness.”” But then sex appeal i8 not our
main point anphorv.

Zhe definition "death” can be interpreted in two
waps, somatic and cellular death. Somatic death i3 when
a perdon lives but due to a brain dbamage i8 terminally
uncondcioud. Qellular death i8, [ike the definition imp-
lied, oben the cell8 die, in 8hort, the common State cals
[ed "Death”.

Death i8 however something that happens in parts,
except for when the bobdy i8 exploded or gimilar idolated
events hen all celld die gimultaneously.®

TWhen heart activity ig stopped, the first thing that
happens i8 that body temperature sinks until the putres
faction 8tarts roughly troo daps aftermards, then it riges
again due to the activity of bacteria and other organisms
involved in the decomposition.

The rigor mortis, the stiffneds of the corpse, i8 caus
8ed by the chemical process where acids, especially lacs
tic acid, are involved. They form a gel which in its turn
caudes the 8tiffness. In other words, if a perdon died
after having tun, rigor morti8 will develop ooner due to
the increaged amount of lactic acid in the body. Another
factor i8 the environmental temperature rbich, if marm,
algo speeds up the process.

Zhe follorwing table can be uded to estimate the ap-
proximate time of death.

TEMPERATURE  STIFFNESS TIME

OF BODY OF BODY SINCE DEATH
warm not stiff less than 3 hours
warm stiff 3 to 8 hours

cold stiff 8 to 36 hours

cold not stiff more than 36 hours

2his only applies for temperate legions, so midmwinter in

v “Just Do It.” — Nike

0CH

forty: tree /

“To many men life is a failure; a poison-worm
gnaweth at their heart. Then let them see to it that their
dying is all the more a success.

Many never become sweet; they rot even in the sum-
mer. It is cowardice that holdeth them fast to their
branches.

Far too many live, and far too long hang they on
their branches. Would that a storm came and shook all
this rottenness and worm-catenness from the tree!

Would that there came preachers of speedy death!
Those would be the appropriate storms and agitators of
the trees of life! But I hear only slow death preached, and
patience with all that is ‘carthly.’

Ah! ye preach patience with what is earthly? This
earthly is it that hath too much patience with you, ye
blasphemers!”

St. Eriksbron, Stockholm

Bood olde Arioch of Funeral Mist recently told me about an
incident he and bis feiend witnessed one aftecnoon in the begine
ning of April at a bridge called St. Eriksbron in Stockholm.
3t i8 one of the tallest bridges in toron but I can’t really give
exact numbers as for the height, 3 am afraid.

Halfroay through the bridge there rere three guys making
a [ot of noige by the parapet. Upon peeking closer he could gee
that there was a fourth guy about to deop, ot as it would pro.
ve, about to jump.

— Bet off me, get off me!, he Screamed, while the three
others desperately tried to pull the hysterical thing up, Screas
ming:

— et up, get fucking up from there nor!!

ZThe gup about to Swim mwas doing his best in teying to
get free but hig attempt was not successful although it was not
far feom it.

Zhe drop roould probably have killed him unless he was
an unugually talented diver. Still, I doubt diving would be
too successful either, depending on the depth of the roater.

Goentually other spectators gathered, as well as an am-
bulance and the police who after some fighing literally manas
ged to get the man on a hook and pulled him up.

A Pretty Girl In a Pretty Tree

Sn eatly July we bhad a local cade in Haninge where a gitl
banged herself in the same rwoods robere I [ike to rwalk. 3t took
eight dans for ber to be found and 3 would like to add that this
a8 dburing one of the hottest weeks this summer and one of the
hottest summers thig decade. This leads us to the conclusion
that finding hee on a forest promenabde with a camera rould have
tesulted in a photogeaph that certainly rwould make it to the cover
of Fangoria.

The cage reached me through bearsan and despite study.
ing the local paper I could not find one roord roritten about it.

FREE YOUR SPIRIT
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Your body becomes the home of many happy larvae and insects. To introduce but a few, in order of
appearance: fly maggots, the common resp. the lesser house-fly and a rove-beetle.

Finland probably requires different actions.

Zhe bacterial activity startd in the intestine with
escherighia coli among the principal chatacters. This bac-
terium and it8 fellora start multiplying and cauding de-
can. Zhe formation of gagses leads to intestine rupture
anbd this roap the process forrards to remaining parts of
the body.

The decompodition process gives us another table.”

STAGE
Initial decay

DESCRIPTION

Carcase appears fresh externally
but is decomposing internally
due to the activities of bacteria
and other organisms present in
the body before death.

Carcase swollen by gas produced
internally, accompanied by smell
of decaying flesh. Flesh of crea-
my consistence with exposed
parts black.

Putrefaction

Black putrefaction Body collapses as gasses escape,

smell of decay very strong.

Butyric fermentation Carcase drying out. Some flesh
remains at first, and cheesy
smell develops. Ventral surface

ldy from fer

Torv ag nour body i8 melting, and providing hou are
outdoots, the net inbabitants of nour body will arrive.
“he cramling of the indects, i8 all that I nomw feel. Alive
upon my) flesh, my death i8 not real.”!! Sure it i8, baby!

New Inhabitants

Zhe first indects to arrive are the fleshAflies (8ar
chophagidae) anbd blomflies (calliphoridac).'? The large
flehflies have a gretcheckered abdomen and red enes.
Thep deposit larvae, unlike most flies such ag the blorofs
lies that deposit eggs, on the corpse.

Other present flies are the 6 mm long lesser hous
el (fannia canicularis) which usually breed on excre.
ment but can al8o do 80 on cadavers, edpeciallyy when
tigsue hag been decompoded into semiliquid state. lso
the common housesfly (musca domestica) i8 found, but
then this verr Species i8 one of the most common 8pecies
on the planet. 3f the meather i8 warm 14 dans can be
enough for the egg to develop into a fly: usually this ta-
kes clode to a montb.

Diost fly larvae feed on the carrion but some, Such
as those of the fleshsflies, are predators and feed on oth-
er larvae. Also some Species of the Scuttleflies (phori-
bae) are predators. These flies about 0.75 to 8 mm in
length and dull black, broron ot nellomwigh and with a
hump-backed appearance.

One species in the phoridae family, the coffin-fly
(conicera tibiali8) has particularly interesting habits. It
i3 often found on bobdies that have been underground for
a near, which explained by the fact that thege flies dig into
the earth: they may reach a depth of half a metre in four
bans. The development of the these flies i usually slor
because of the lomw temperature at 1.2 m rhich i8 the not-
mal grave depth.

There are plenty of other flies, but not to ignore oths
et insects, there are beetles, of mhich rovesbeetles (stap
bylinidae) are the first. A8 noue ficst friends in the af-
teelife, then may appear only a fero hours after death and
stay faithful to the end. Both the larvae and the adult
feed on the egg8 and larvae of other pecied. They can
be recognized by the characterigtic ghort elytra.

Histeridae aldo have a short elytra, but longer than
thoge of the above. Thep are ome of the most common

FREE YOUR SPIRIT

beetles in evernthing putrefping, and feebd like most beetles
on pupatia and maggots. ZThe histeridae usually hide
during the day beneath the corpse, but return with the dars
Rness.

3n the later stages of decomposition, when the body
i3 drying, dermestids make their entrance anbd feed on dry
$kin, ait, anbd other dead organic matter. The larvae do
not occu before the body i8 completely dry. Thid spes
cieg ig algo common in mugeums,

QAmong the many other insects species there are the
small mites (acati) which could be compared to 8piders,
le8s than a millimetre in length. Then can usually be
found in the later 8tages of decay, in the 8oil under the
boby. The smallest mites often come rwith beetles ot flis
¢8, while other mites come from the Soil and ave predas
tors.

With the amount of friends pour dead body has
gathered 8o far, the party only grors: gpiders (aranea)
find their way to nou and feast on the other indects.

Sn ghort, you rill provide happiness for millions
of small, lively creatures of all kinds and J am sure they
will temember nou for a long time to come.

Qout deatly ras not in vain.

“What is death?

We have not thought up a new answer.
And each time we ask, we shrug our shoulders:
Why should I care about death if I have never

cared about life?” — Ocavio Paz

NOTES

1. This band saw remark is actually no joke. During one of
my travels in the cyberspace I found a four part picture
series about one guy who went for the dramatic way and
simply laid down on a band saw and sawed himself into
two nice pieces. The images show the workshop with the
body as it was found, with the legs resting on the saw
bench and the upper part of the body as it had fallen on
a table beside the band saw. Interested parties can down-
load the images from http/www.algonet.se/~davthvs/ap-
pendix/.

2. The document in question is a file called “Suicide Met-
hods” originally compiled by Michael Marsden but later
updated by Calle Dybedahl. It is an extensive list of dif-
ferent ways to succeed in this Tough Craft and it was
found at httpy/www.lib.ox.ac.uk/internet/news/fag/archi-
ve/suicide_methods.html. Would this link grow old the
same document is found in the /appendin/ directory
mentioned in the first note.

3. Uusi Tietosanakirja, part 7. Helsinki 1962. I suppose
the traditions are for the most part same now three deca-
des later. We are at least still among the top nations
when it comes to practicing suicide.

4. According to “Handbook of Hanging” by Charles Duff,
1929. A table is also found in the suicide methods file.

5.  Uusi Tietosanakirja, part 7. Helsinki 1962.

"Yukio Mishima — Writer and Warrior”, biographical
article by Rosa Mayland in The Dead Sea zine #1, 1997.

7. Cited from Script Infernal zine #1, 1994, but originally
stolen from a book the title of which escapes me.

8.  The main source for the part of the text dealing with the
biological death process is the article "What Happens
After Death?” written by Morten Starkeby and found at
the Forensic Entomology homepage at http://www.uio.no/
~mostarke/forens_ent/introduction.html.

9. Both tables more or less verbatim from the above mentio-
ned source.

10. “Lyckad Nedfrysning av Herr Moro”, Gidlunds Boktor-
lag, Stockholm, 1992.

11. "Premature Burial”, lyrics by Brett Hoffman, from the
album "The Ten Commandments”. Malevolent Creation,
1991.

12.  This and other insect related information from "Common
Arthropods Occurring On Dead Bodies” by Morten Staer-
keby. From the Forensic Entomology homepage.

"To many men..." from "Thus Spake Zarathustra” by Frie-
drich Nietzsche, 1885, p. 69.

FORENSIC ENTOMOLOGY, UUSI TIETOSANAKIRJA:

Intricate?

The most spectacular act of suicide Seen this Decabe must be that
of one Jtonald Opus. I am sure that once having stubdied this
case nou will ageee with me that it could only happen in the Unis
ted Gtates of America. The following story was told at the 1994
Awards Dinner given by the American Association for Foren-
#ic Gcience by its pregident Don Harper WIS as an example
of the legal complications that can occur if the weather i8 vight.
S am citing thig quite thoroughly because the details are relevant.

“On 23td March 1994, the medical examiner viered the
body of Ronald Opus and concluded that he died from a shots
gun mounbd in the head. The decedent bhad jumped from the top
of a ten-gtoey builbing intending to commit uicide (e left a note
indicating hig degpondency). A8 be fell past the ninth floor, his
life roas interzupted by a shotgun blast through a roindor, which
Killed him ingtantly. Jleither the shootee noe the decedent was
amate that a safety net bad been erected at the eight floor level
to protect Some roindomw washers anb that Opus would not have
been able to complete big suicide anyway because of this. Otr
binatily a person who Sets out to commit guicibe ultimately sucs
ceebs, even though the mechanism might not be what be intens
bed.”

St was the gafetn net that changed the guicide attempt into
something more reminiscent of mutber, seeing that Opus would
have survived hadn't it been for the shotgun mwound. De. Mills
continues:

“Zhe toom on the ninth floot whence the shotgun blast ema-
nated was occupied by an eldetly man anbd big wife. They were

uing and he mas th ing het with the shotgun. He was
8o upset that, when be pulled the trigger, he completelyy misged
b wife and the pellets went through the windor striking Opus.

"QBhen one intends to Kill subject A but kills subject B
in the attempt, one ig guilty of the mucber of subject B. When
confronted mwith this chacge, the old man anb his wife were both
abamant that neither knero that the shotgun roas loaded. The old
man said it wag hig longsstanding babit to threaten his wife with
the unloaded shotgun. He had no intention to murder ber, the-
refore the killing of Opus appeared to be an accident. That is,
the gun bad been accidentally loaded.

"The continuing investigation turned up a witness who saw
the old couple’s son loading the shotgun approximately six roeehs
prior to the fatal incident. 3t trandpiced that the old lady bad
cut off her son’s financial support and the on, knowing the pros
pensityy of bis father to use the shotgun theateningly, loaded the
qun with the expectation that his father rould shoot his mother.

"Surther investigation tevealed that the son had become in-
creasingly degpondent over the failuee of big attempt to engines
er big mother’s murder. This led him to jump off the ten-story
building on March 23¢d, only to be killed by a shotgun blast
theough a ninth stoen mwindor.”

Qes, the son was one Ronald Opus...

To present yet another view on death, let me
introduce you to Dr. Raymond Martinot, profes-
sor and scientist. Unfortunately he is not available
for a comment, because he is waiting for his wife
to return. When she died, she was put into a sort
of fridge instead of a grave on Dr. Martinot’s
request, because he has decided to wait until
technology can revive the bitch. Eleven years ‘have
passed since this picture, so who knows, by now he
mayhap shares the fridge with his wife.

[“Lyckad Nedfrysning av Herr Moro”, Gidlunds Bokforlag, 1992.]
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Spillng

DTHS MGIN

Yovr Blood

tn Hiftorical Sweden

In last issue’s graveyard section I mentio-
ned the controversy regarding Skogskyrko-
gdrden, as this was the first time when a
cemetery was founded in the forest where
generally only criminals, including suicides,
were buried.

Sn Sweden it was not until the 1840’8 that a "sjilvgpilling”
— gomebody who bad 8pilled hig orwn blood — mwas alloroed
a pit within the gravenard. Yet only on the side pointing to
the evil porvers, the northeen 8ide; together with the unbapti
3¢d chilbren and otber things not appreciated by the priest.

One entertaining detail i8 that the coffing of the suicis
des roere never entered through the churchnicd gate, but ras
brought in over the roall where there Sometimes rwere builtsin
steps for this purpose. ThHis procedure was done because "gelfs
spillers” wete daid to have a tendency to do some roalking after
being buried. They would haunt until their "natural” death
would have taken place, if not longer. The body itself would
not tuen to dust.

Zhe burial ceremon itgelf rag steipped from speeches,
florers, bells and most prapers. It seems like things chane
ged to more normal conditions in 1908.

Zhat those who denounce the creation of GSod by FKilling
themselves were not very appreciated chymes well with Theig
tianity. At least dince the end of the 16th century Suicides
roere not allomwed to be buried in hallored ground because they
belongebd to the "pack of the Devil”.

The bodies of suicides were not to be touched by others
than the headsman (i.e. executioner) ot horse butcher, for the
rest it was no leds than a crime.

91 protocol from Ostergotland, soutyeastern Sroeden,
dated to the 1600’8 tells about an exception mabe to the ge-
netal rules:

"9l boy of eleven pears had hanged himself in a gates
post. The clergy of the congtegation asked the congistos
ty in Linkoping horo he roould act. The condistory replied that
the body rwas alloroed to be earthed in a far corner of the chues
chpard. The parents rould have to pay two pottles of wine
to the church because they could not be condidered to not have
tesponsibility for the desperate act of the boy. The clergyman
ras algo told to preach about the necessity of parents bring
ing up their childeen to Chridtian belief and piety.”

0CH

From 1734 more than one hundeed pears onrards the
Swedish law said that suicides would "by the headsman to
the rood8 be brought and in a pit dug”. Until 1864 it was
a ctime to even attempt Suicide.

Go, "8elf-spillees” liked to bo baunting and there rere
different customs to avoid this, apart from the cemetery mwall
climbing d previously. S 8 the legs of the su-
icide roere tied or, in a vampitic fashion, a pole ingerted the
rough bis heart. He roho had hanged himself would be buried
together with the tope he had successfully uged.

3f the suicide bad bappened indoot, Sometimes an entis
te wall mas pulled dorwn to not have to carey the body out the
rough the dooe: this roay the ghost would not find his way in
again. QAnother, perbaps more practical, way to Reep the
ghosts amwan and to “clean” the house, was to burn gunponv
ber at the doormay.

But not only “gelfedpillers” did postsmortem mwalking.
3n the end of the 19th century the follorwing story wasg told
by a woman in RNoseby, Shine. Let me only remak that in
thede times phospbhorus roas often taken by romen righing to
avoid unranted pregnancies. This substance was effective,
pes, the only drarvback would be that it bad the troublesome
tendency to Rill the mother as well.

"Per Svensson at the gasmworks ras expecting a child
with a gitl. He mabde her take something 8o the baby would
die. But ghe died hergelf. She was a selfespiller and was
not alloroed to be buried like others. Per Svendson’s master
told him to drive to the cemetery with the bodp an evening after
the sunset. When he drove back, she sat beside him. De
#mweated and 8o did the hordes. Cvern night when e had been
out after sunset, she stood at the doorray rohen he was to go
in. 2nd she folloroed him to the bed. He went to a wige
mwoman. She gaid that he roould go to the gitl’s grave and
agk ber to forgive him. Then she gave him a bag of incense
to have round his neck. When he wore it 8he would not turn
up, but when he put it aray, she retuened.”

NOTES

Source: "'Fan Ar Med Och Styrker Den Som Gér I Sjilvmords-
tankar’” by Erik Janson, R #3 1978. A "socio-political pocket

gazine”. I ly listic and thus a pain to read, but
the historical article was informative.

3n Linkdping, Sweden, v SHHADOW RECORDS
do have one Marcus Tena

who has decided to 8pread '6 b
some bate in the shape of a

bistribution and, nomw

lately), record label.

— 3 started Sha-
dow in the end of 1993 or
beginning of ‘94, be
temembers. ,I. ,I.

First Tena tells his
main ambition i8 to become
the biggest, best and richest %
but then changes bhig mind
anbd offers the more mobest
vetsion that he mwanted to be a cheaper alternative to a typical
tecord shop.

So far we have deen two releases, last pear’s “Heaven
Shall Burn... When We Are Sathered” on pictute [p and an-
other TMarduk release, the “Here’s No Peace” mini ¢d ($10)
which ig gomething the band recorded in 1991 for a vinyl releage
but hassles ensued and eventually the entire recording was for-
goften.

Shadoro 003 will be in the same format, being “Deviley”
by Funeral Mist, mad Stockholmian black metal, and later in ‘98
Tena i8 contented to release the final Abruptum which i8 not pet
tecorded. it vanighed from the Scene during the autumn but
apparently 3t boes not bother Tena. But regarding the releases
of Shador in general, one thing i8 suce anbd that i8 roe will not
gee annthing but black metal from this man.

3f thete i8 Something particularly characteristic of Shabow
Records, then it i8 big second logo that he boes not uge on hig
releages but nevertheless is “official enough to be uged on the mail
orber ligta”. By some congidered a stupid joke and by others an
entertaining gimmick, it i8 completelyy based on the logo of one
cetain banb.

— Zhe Manbem logo i8 not a joke teally. Rather, I
anted to shorv tribute to the best band ever...

0 PLANET(END

WAR MUSIC

Wrong Again Records i8 now bhistorn. For genocidal reagons
Per Spllenbick and We; Benedikter have parted wans and the
former bag put up Regain Recotds, the latter calling big ner labet
War Music. The last record on Wrong Again was the In Thy
Dreams mini ¢, War Music has already a good while ago
teleased its first item, Armageddon, and have Cucharist, Dimen-
gion 3ero, Naglfar, Soilwoth, Carnal Forge and a compilation
on theit schedule.

Latelyy Regain Records also violated us with theie firstborn,
the "Sill!” mini cd by Turder Copotation. After Mucder Cor-
potation mwe will ee the second Deranged entitled "High On
Blood”. Both of thege are actually on Planet End Records, "the
dpnamic subslabel” to Regain Records, as e ave told.

A8 if one label per man ras not enough.

But... one question remaing. Ibere did that Mefisto als
bum vanigh? ZThe last thing I heard — anbd that wasg in June
1897 — mwas that Per had handed over evernthing to We;, while
We; apparently only lists Sothenburg Rock among big upcoming
teleages.

3f searching for South Ameican music but afeaid
of mailing nour geeen across the Atlantic, I can
recommend Plasmdtica Distro in Bothenburg. Carlog has the
Satcoma demo mentioned in the cevier section (35:- or $6) and
Disemburied’s demo '95 entitled "Secret of the Hidben” which
i8 a bdirty affaic of Panaman death metal, although not quite
teaching to the level of Sarcoma. 30:+ or $5.

The dilver dises cost 120:- or $18 and some titles ate
Doetem with "Demon Tales” and Tenebearum with the recently
teleaged "Blood And Tears”. The latter combo i8 from Colombia
and the record featured eighteen Songs ending up at a collective
fength of one hour. Tudging by the five songs I have heard I
must gan the band i8 most diverse, good in both brutality and
melancholy, the latter emphasized with tasteful use of violin. The
vocalg have too mucl tevetb to them for my taste, but the 8ick
backing howls in the song "Tragedn” more than make up to it.
Perbaps 3 should aldo mention that the cagsette ep with
i iemed elgervhere, "Doé Sonrisas, Una Lagrima”,
8ell8 for 45:- or $8. Plasmdtica i planning to release Sometbhi
on ¢d with them in a neat future, 3 heard.

@,
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Literature.

Litteratu

Literature is books that are built upon sen-
tences and words that are combined in dif-
ferent ways to bring out various messages.

Litterature, on the other hand, is books
that suit best as litter. Let us see which of
these two we are to deal with today.

Andrei Codrescu

Zhe Blood Countess

Simon & Schuster, New York, 1995

3f onlyy that damned TBhalen roould return my book.

Aleister Crowley (ed. J. Symonds & K. Grant)
Zhe Confessions of Aleister Cromwlen,

An Autohagiography

Penguin Arkana, London 1989
Light, Life, Love and Liberty.

Yn ovet nine hundeed page “autobagiography” that androes
most questions about Edward Alexander Cromlen ...about how
be dam bimself. Despite the man's obvious distance to big own
petson, e never was void of pretence: he often fell into the very
game pit oe all knomw éo mwell, that of peetending to be Something
one i8 not.

9n autobiogtaphy can nevet be the whole teuth — it i only

LITERATURE

the view a person has, or wants to have, of himself. But who
should I teust more: all the rumouts, the Scandals, the tabloid
papet journalism, the black metal kidbies who for some peculiac
teagon refer to Aleigter Crorlen 8o often — or the Beast hims
self?

The Beast tells about hig bophood, the ceuel chool dang
at Corpus Cheisti College that made him revolt, searching for the
Ultimate Sin and again the matutity that mabe him forget about
the quest. De aldo tells us a lot about mountaineering, doesn’t
be, Nick?

DHi8 everndan [ife i8 covered mote in detail than his magick,
but this i8 exactly what 3 enjoy about “Confessions”: it i8 not a
biogtaphy about the mabman of the centuer o robatever he map
Bave been labelled, it i8 the calm story of a man who could not

b b the wickednedd of mankind. Regarding bis magick,
thete certainly i8 not a lack of books dealing with that.

The confesgions do not cover hid entite [ife, ending when
be mas theoron awa from Sicily whece he had founded bis famous
Temple of Thelema: the temple the motto of which was —

Light, Life, Love and Liberty.

M. Gira

Zhe Consumer
2.13.61, Los Angeles 1996

"Wy grandmother and I live in two rooms”, startd one of the
stoties in this the woeld of Sira. 3t is one of the Stories with less
bowelcheming anbd ear rax licking than in many others, and 3
like that. 3 like when the uneaginess, when the at in the tomach
amwakRes with subtle methods.

Gven the obscenities that are blatantly described do not fall
into the ribiculousness one would expect a8 Bira usually mana-
ges to dteer aran from that — but it i8 the Storied mwith the Subts
le, the lurking — the more real dackness that 3 feel are the best.
QBhere nothing really bappens, indtead thete i€ only thig constant
watning in the it that eveenthing mwill meet their final collapse at
anp moment,

3f nou want to search for the depths of nour veen own tot-
tenness you may find "She Consumer” vern useful. A citation
on the back cove of the book ponders “...at the end 3 found mpself
with) an unansrerable question: are the ballucinations a bisgtoe-
tion of teality, or reallyy cloger to the reality of the world?”

Tony Thorne

Countess Dracula,
The Life And Times of Elisabeth Bathory, the Blood Countess
Bloomsbury, London 1997

The title of this book i8 unbederving. Succumbing to the fact
Eountess Bdthory is knoron unbder this name in the restern world
only because of cheap films that wanteb to mix up the mythé of
Blad Tepes and Bathory for purely commercial reasons is so
mething that befinitely lesgens the credibility of the book. 3f this
i8 to be an account of her teue étory, a8 much as we can know
about it: why not start with a corzect name of the Subject?

Quckily, baving forgotten about the emb title, we
ate [ed by Tonp Thoene to 16th and 17th century Hungary with
t8 teaditions anbd history to find the teuth about thié moman. The
struggle for power among the nobles and the people Surzounding
Grgzébet are beseribed in detail to help ug to decipher thode fer
remaining letters mritten to or by the countess.

WBhere Anbdrei Codrescu invents (in “The Blood Coun-
tess"”) the perdonalities of people such a8 the little knorn but evie
Dently important Anna Darvulia, to give an ple, Thorne stris
ves to ceeate an a8 teuthful image of the woman bebind the name
a8 possible — even if this would mean we hardly knomw more about
bet than the name, a8 i8 the case with Darvulia, allegedly the ros
man who taught Crszébet Bdthory most of the torture methods she
1oas aid to use, but rho alfo disappeated before her mistreds was
{ocked up on December 29th 1610.

ttempting to reach the teuth indtead of pleasing the fantas
gies of the mobern man, the Detailed descriptions of the acts of
torture she i3 8aid to have ordered anb patticipated in are in mis
noeity: but among the numerous witnesses cited in rich detail there
are horever plenty of references to young girls who were brought
naked in feont of the counteds. She then would have pushed need-
[e8 beneath theic fingernails, beaten them and bueneb thei geni
tal8 with heated iron. The famous banging cage lined with knis
ves against which the belpless gitls cut themselves when a red-
hot izon poker mas reaching foe them from the gide (thus showes
ring the white clothed countess beneath in theit blood) however se-
ems8 to lack reference on the pages of bistory.

QBe will never be able to find the whole teuth about Coun-
tess Grazébet Bdthory, but Tonp Thoene doed a good attempt
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gathering all the information he has managed to find, and he i
not afeaid of citing Sourced that claim this woman only to have
been a victim of the propaganda invented and spread by her ene-
mies. Gven if 3 have a feeling that i8 an explanation we in the
end do not want to know about?

Lucette Matalon Lagnado & Sheila Cohn Dekel

Sosef Mengele: Cldens Barn

Children of the Flames, translated by Louise Mogll

Richters Forlag AB, Malmé 1994
‘Some survivors of the Holocaust who were into metal appropti-
ately called De Josef Dengele "Angel of Death” after the clas.
sic Slaper song.

"Gldens Baen”, in the original version "Children of the
Flames”, i8 based on the story of the children DMengele used for
hi famed experiments. He was particulaely fond of twing and
could Stand for hours after the traing had accived to Auschrits,
whigsling a clagsical piece and ratching the lines heading tomards
the crematories. With his finger the angel decided who'd be bar-
beque and rho'd not be.

The gituation of the twing was ambiguous: unlike the other
prisonets, they could wear their ovn clothes (and hair) and he of-
ten came with candy to the mallest — at the dame time he gave
them injections, sometimes in the epes, did Surgeries without
anaesthesia ot castrated Somebody trning to change their sex. The
most feared house in Auschrits ras Block 10 where the gyne-
cological experiments took place and rwhich ferw Survived. Per-
baps a blesging: I am not Sure every little gicl rould be happy
with themselves after a treatment at Block 10, and you woulbn't
get pour monen back either.

Alwaps sympathetic to the children, the Angel of Death
confused big victimg with hig manners ag much ag with bis expe
timents.

The Surviving twing tell here in theic oron wordg about their
memoties but instead of the experiments in detail which they have
indtinctively forgotten, roe are given a durven of theit feelingg and
ag good a biogtaphy on Beppo as we probably could find, Seeing
that he managed to hide amwap better than most other Third Reicl
Rep perdons.

One goob point i8 that "Eldens Baen” i8 far from ad gen-
timental ag it could be, 8eeing that the late busband of one of the
authors both saw and experienced DMengele in action.

Pathetic harmless victims
Left to die
Rancid Angel of Death
Flying free

Origo & Pena
NMurehtijan Pdivdkirja

Sanoma Osakeyhtio, Helsinki 1961
9l gurvey of humout that could be congidered nothing but Finnish
i8 thig collection of Sincere drarwings and of aphotigms that 3 regret
Friedrich IN. never heard.

Some being profound a8 the deepest well, others gimply
mab, the tone of Origo’é words are perfectly matched by Pena’s
bramings although the authors ask ug in the prelude to consider
both ingredients Separately. ‘

"Itgeironia sallittakoon vain suurimmille hengille; Reskin
hertai ihmigten Kipttimdnd e on dtaan nrityg hyodtpd
omasta mitdttomyndestd.”!

Carl-Goran Ekerwald
Rietzdche, Liv Och Tankesitt

Manpocket, Stockholm 1995

Thig Srebdigh biography gives a thorough and nuanced pictuee of
“%tity”, from big childhood to bis madness and eventual death).
Gntitled "Life And Wan of Thought”, Ekerrvald leadd us through
Rietssche’s life, adding small details such as the awkard story
when the proud mareior Frierich Nietzéche joined the army but
had to leave it goon aftermards because be fell of a horse and broke
his chestbone.

The ciccumstanced around the enteance of arathustea are
studied, like the ciccumstances and births of all his production.
Scattered all over the book are fragments from his corregpond
making the principal chatacter present even in a biographp rorit-
ten a century afterrvards.

Alithough we do find plenty of unintentional comedy and
even stupidity bebind the facade of the philosopher, Chermald i8
not out to ridicule Nietzdche: he ig only Searching for the vern man
bebind, and, to a great extent, he succeeds.

John Marmysz

The Nibilist's Ilotebook

Moralinefree Publishing, San Francisco 1996

I came actodé Jobn's writings at hig site called The Nibilist Void
(the link to which can be found at Home of the JM). The articles
bealt with vatious topics mote ot [ed8 [oodelt connected to nibis
lism: "2 Prolegomena To Anp Nibilistic Philosophy” refees to
a biscussion be recalls he had with a Kantian, quedtioning et
theotieg, another deals mwith the “Right of the Living Dead” film
teilogy and its nihilism, which he concludes to be of an active
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J. Mengele, 1911-1979.

Iai, the vcryrst rebel.

ghape, a positive kind of nibilism compated to the passive one.

"The Nibilist's Notebook” featured most of the articles at
the homepage but also has otbet stoties and a few crude but hearty
comics. To quickly comment the latter, do not migs "The Cters
nal Fetuen” which i8 the most concise and at the Same time the
most cotrect history of mankind that I have read!

The book i8 divided into three parts, “Pathology”, “Nibis
figm” and "Biolence”. The stories in the first pact do serve litts
{e putpoge other than giving an excuse to bescribe more ot [es8
pathological events and conbitions and I ras surptided to dee
thege stories pregented first because 3 feel then ate by far infetis
ot to Jobn’s more Serious essans on nibilistic philosophy.

Gorgetting the decond part for a moment, the lagt part Deas
ling with violence i§ not much more Spectacular, the pathology only
being replaced by violence. Fohn's writing ié not bad but bis
nibjligtic es8ans duch as the ones mentioned earlier together with
others such as "Death As a Final Cause” or bis Qietzschesrelas
ted articles belong to a completely diffecent level and this is wbete
3 enjon his oeiting most. Unfortunately I do not have the gpace
hete to digcugs big vierpoints cloger, ot confront them if that be
needed, 80 a recommendation mwill have to do. In conclusion, $12
i not all that babd for thig neat little book, but if nou ate ghort of
monen pou may be contented doronloading his articles from "Zhe
Ribilist Boid” instead as this i where the most of hig better
woritingé are available anyhoro.

Peter J. Carroll

PsnberMagick,
Advanced Ideas in Chaos Magick
New Falcon Publications, Arizona 1997

Garroll’s books have enlightened, endarkened, me not ad
magic(Ral literature in the otdinary Sense of the word, but as phis
Iosophical ingpitation — but this i8 algo horo I could befine mar
gick... foe philogophy can be magick can be philogoply. Far too
many take the word magic(R) in its christian senge. Mo, I will
not bive into these didcugsiond here ot nomw.

So, "PspberPhilosphy”?

U8 the title Suggests, this i8 regarded ag the most abvan-
ced book in Carroll's theories, but I feel the two first were ad
vanced enough: I am arate that my mobdest knowledge in mats
bematics and phgics tuens pact of Our Pestilence Pope Pete |
of ©haos’s woeds if not absteact then completely incompeebensible.

Qbat remaing ig however plenty of interedting thought and
ibeas. The book i8 built a8 Cromlen’s "Book of Lies”, with each
spreab having a concige chaptet to the left and 8lightly [es8 cone
cise commentaty to the right. Concise? Yes, that also underlis
nes the importance of a great knomwledge to solve (or create) the
concentated message. A8 much as in Crowlen’s cage amongst
others a vast knowledge in clagsic literatuze wad obligatoty, a vast
Enomledge in magic(R) i€ required by "PsnberDagick”.

But if one cannot cegist Peter Careoll, or uncle Al for that
gake, why not take a prematory peek... nothing hinders us from
returning back later.

9nd now in the end let'd day a Thaoist Haiku to pregent
our stance.

We believe in nothing:

The chaotic void within,
The chaotic void without.
B hing and nothi
Let us conjure great doing.

/.4

Bika Reed
Rebel In the Soul,

A Dialogue Between Doubt And Mystical Knowledge
Inner Traditions International, Vermont 1987

The flood takes him
The sun takes him
Fish talk to him

In shallow water.

With an age of foue th b years or thereabouts, this ghould
be one of the eatliest accounts of a tebel known to mobern man.
3n this teanseription of the Beelin Papyrus 3024 a man 8peaks
to big soul.

— St i8 mad, o Soul: You endure the pain of Life, deny-
ing me Death until death has come!

— JBbat kind of man are you?, the winged soul replies, and
thig i8 the core of the digcusgion that i8 Sometimes in a most po-
etic language (when the man uges all hig imagination and sug
gestion atguing for his departure) and ometimes in a very bown
to earth, even Saccastic tone (when the soul replies the man).

Being a8 beautifully illustrated ad pheased, the pap
offers ag much depth as appatent gimplicity. The thotough com-
mentary bescribes both the mythology and examines the 8pmbo-
[igm in the text, and Sepatate articles are found on Zhe Soul as
it was pecceived in Egopt, and The Sreat As8 Jai, the very fiest
rebel. 3t deems not to have been a coincidence that esus code
in torn upon an ass, as is concluded herein.

The Egpptian conception of Life vé. beath was most intris
cate and roould need an article, no, a book of it oron — but starkly
simplicized, the man in this book i8 agking hié Soul to help bim
to edcape from this life into the Beyond. He mants the soul to
befend him in front of the judges. But the Soul warns him about
taking the sbortcut, "Your name will die!” He il be thrown
boron to the jaws of Amit, the monster of inexistence rho redides
in the borel8 of the earth).

Another agpect that is of importance is the belief of the
Ancient Egpptians that a man could uge big inner contradiction
ot conflict a8 a vebicle to reach) something thep called "The In-
telligence of the Heart”, a bigher wisbom and unbderstanding of
exigtence. To put it blunt, there i8 potential i8 polarity: strife is
evolution.

Guven for a dilettante on Ggpptology such as myself "Res
bel 3n the Soul” turned out most enlightening and captivating.

NOTES

1. Icannot refrain translating this one: "Irony at one’s own
expense should only be allowed to the greatest of men;
used by mediocre people it is only an attempt to gain
something through one’s own insignificance.”

LITERATURE
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Do You KNOW THE

BECAUSE I PUT HIM IN FRONT

SINGLE WORD OUT OF HIM.
DATING FROM TH

Fridan, September 13th "96 roas the day when Stockholm got
the nero metal stoce. The date might sound like something of an
ill omen but do remember that we are talking about rock'n"roll,
the devil’s music. The number 13 is thus on our side.

Since the two cult stores Far Out/CBR and House of
Ricke vanighed a ferv nears back, there has been no real metal
ghop in Stockholm — with the exception of good olde Heavy
Gound of course, but that place i tather mainstream. Sound
Pollution pretends to be both metal and hardeore but... well,
Heathendoom i8 what we needed. This is where the man with
the demonic beatd, Perea, makes big entrance.

Sleeping At the Record Store

$e is previously known for being the drummer in Suffer
and for hig Megageind Productions, and that ig where mwe intend
to stact:

— U friend from Hallsberg and myself started Mega-
grind in 1991 or 1992. We manted to releage some
compilation tapes and such things. Yeabh, after a while we
roanted to release Some vinyl dingles, roe found it “underground”,
pou knoro. At the same time I al8o planed with a band called
Guffer. And then later I got the idea of Heathendoom because
S mwanted to release some CD$ with bigh quality heavn metal.
St was in the end of 1994 that things stacted happening.

With DMemory Sarden.

— Gxactly. We had previously released a single with
them and we found them worthy to end up on €D as mell. They
have turned out to be a good band that people like, and that also
teviemwers in various magagines [ike. We mwere registered ad a
corpotation in April '95.

There we have the story behind the label and nomw [et's
continue in delving in Perra’s dirty past to shed some light upon
the bicth of the actual ghop.

— St i8 pretty amusing because one has alrang dreamt
about running a tecord store, nou knoro. 3t began when Petra

HEATHENDOOM

anbd me started gelling Second hand records at various fairs and...
<Riitingg! >

Thig mwas the fiest of the several phone interruptions that
1oe habd buring out talk. I suppose they were aczanged by Perra
4o that he could make an impreggion on me that be i8 a real label
boss these dans and a busy man.

— @o, where were we? Ob yes, Petra and me started
travelling around to record fairs and... <Riiiingg!> Damn!

Hmmm.

...S0, you and Petra started going to record fairs.

— TWe started with that in the end of '95. On those
recoed fairs we met a guy who is called Rengo rho tuns the shop
Senor Records in Basterds. When be, in June 96, organized
a show with Dark Funeral in Bisterds, we stacted talking about
putting up a record stote together. You know, people mwere
complaining that thete was no teal metal store in Stockholm.

— One and a balf month later we had found thig place
anbd e have been cunning the shop since the middle of Septem-
ber, together with Jenor Records. Basically he i responsibl

and some houts later thete was a dragon! He did it because then
could live here, nou know. It ended up excellent. We'ee honou-
red to have a-painting by him on the mall because after all, he's
a talented actist who has painted covers to many metal albums.

QWhen advertiging for thig ghop we roete also told about
another shop opening at the same place, called Magiq and con-
centrating on, you guessed it, magic. Anbd that sort of things.
Books and go on. Still now in Decembet there is only one small
corner with a few books and not much more... Perra explaing.

— Yeab, Magiq i8 that small corner there. I guess
people misunderstood it a little because they are agking when the
magic shop i€ going to open... But Petra, rho rung Magiq,
has only taRen in a little of evernthing 8o faz. Books and
jervellern and evernthing. Petra roould like to tun her orn ghop
as well, perhaps not in this house, but it is a goobd start to first
have a corner here and then expanbd it later on. The thing i8 that
neither Petra nor we are aftaid of gelling any kind of books, to
put it s0. Sevetal of the books that are here can’t be found

[8ervhere in Smweden.

for the merchandise and the shop itself mwbhile we wotR with the
label and the magazine. That's it!
Homw ig it to live here in the same place then, does it roork?
— Qes, it works, but we ace getting a flat now, o we
ate moving out from here doon. TWe are going to expand the
office because Johan has stacted up the distribution.

People Messing Up Walls

@an nou tell the story bebind that mess you have on the
mall there...

— Zhe thing roas that Kristian and Tompa and Johan
anbd Hagge and another gun mhode name I have forgotten, they
mwere here at the Sunlight Studio, recording a project called Hide.
Qery original but alo very good. Anphow, they lived here
during the recording. So roe told Kristian “So paint Something
on the bamn mall, okap!”. So be started sRetching on the wall

Zhere have been some mote ot les8 Serious dbocumentaries
about Gatanigm and related things on the Sroedigh televigion
buting the last pears and as a result some book stores are more
cateful with things like Anton Szandor LaBey, for some rear
gon.

Death Metal

Like every person involved in the underground except for
myself who i a poor loser without any kind of musical talent,
Perea of course plans in a band. Suffer disbanded a near or
two ago, but these dans he plaps in Serpent that also features
people from bandg guch ag Therion and Entombed. Serpent play
some Kind of dicty tock that 3 have not heard and can thus not
comment.

— Yes, I plan in Serpent and we bave recently heard
that Lee Dorrian’s label Rise Above Records will probably sign

TILL
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ug. e used to be on Rabdiation Recordd that i8 a sublabel to
Nuclear Blast but there was some Rind of mutual
vigsatisfaction. Thep mwere not contented with us only selling
4000 or 5000 in Guerope or mwhatever...

— Horever, roe have recorded a track that is supposed
to tuen up on varioud compilation albums. One ig releaged by
Ghadors of Michelangelo in the LS. and another by Buen
Records, I think that's the name, it {8 a label stacted by Fredda
Lindaren of Lnleashed.

Gr... S can't think of anything to ask about. Do you bave
any nice duggestions?

— he only thing I can think about i8 rohat re’re go-
ing to do with Heathendoom now.

hat's a good one.

Bhat are nou going to do with Heathendoom nor?

— QRe're going to it doron, probably just after Tew
Pear, and make up some plans for ‘97, what we’te going to
bo and rwbat re’re not going to do. MWith evernthing. A8 for
the label, it [ooks [ike there i going to be a €D with a Srver
bish band called Fifth Reason that features the olb guitarist from
bgtract Algebra and also the inger from Diemento Dlori. It
i8 very good Soedish heavy metal, I think, and special.

But aren’t you going to dign a real brutal band again?
Sucking death metal?

— Qeay, people have been telling ug to do that, but then
in the end when nou release it, it probably rwon’t gell more than
500 copies. Qou can do it if nou think it's fun but I don't think
it's fun... St i8 veen brave. People were telling ug to sign
QBomitorn and I wasn’t far from doing so but, nes, it's all about
monen and 3 didn’t bave that money... 2And then they were sige
ned by a Dutch label, 8o the main thing i8 that the TD 8
released. Anbd the single with Cvoke, it ras also thig kind of
thing that I ranted to tey releaging a [ittle more brutal music
again, 8o to sas.

This gingle, “Behold the Trvilight”, ras releaded last
gummer. 3 thought thig English death metal band was dead
and busied but luckily then aren’t. U fulllength album mwill be
releaged on Flaghpoint Records from the LLK. duting the
$pring.

Qnd a8 for plans concerning the 8hop?

— QRe're just going to gpit out flpers and put ads in
sevetal magagines that support what we are doing...

...8ike full page adg in Davthos.

— Kind of!

$Hebe, roell ee about that.

— St'8 the same thing with the shop as with signing brus
tal banbs. People complain there i8 no real metal tore and then
rohen roe open the 8tote not that many bother anproan. But I've
got many projects 8o for us the 8hop is not the absolutely most
important thing. e bave it and run it because we think it's
fun and becauge the cosoperation with enor Records works.
And he's got a possibility to expand hig thing too, o to sap.

And a8 for thig digtribdtion that pou talked about, to ims
port releages by obscure American labels and things like that.
What kind of labels? Pavement?

— Pavement are already distributed by House of Kicks
and 3 think Pavement are pretty big anproay.

The only thing I know about them i8 that then released
Gheletal Carth's last album. Sothic Records?

— Qes, kind of. But the rooeld i# flooded by records all
the time... There's a [ot of good stuff but there's also mucl crap.
WBe toy to pick the best. Even if we'd only have fifteen to twenty
records that we distribute, it has to be good records. Instead
of having fifty out of which move than half is ceap.

Qou don't happen to have any old Sothic gingles hidden
in gome cupboard?

— o, nothing. I used to trade a lot with dingles and
such when S had Degagrind. It's a pity because many of these
clagsic undetground singles have totally vanished from the
matket... Guch ag Didgection, for example, and Abruptum...
DBut T still have most of the singles left that roe released, except
Memory SBarden. The E-mas single i& totally dold out and I
only bave troenty copies left of the first one.

Heathendoom Magazine

lnd... the magazine then? We haven’t talked about it at all

— o, let's skip that one! Mot really, but...

$as it been [ike nou planned it rhen nou released nour
first issue?

— 3t depends on homw nou ook at it. #1 rag very mwell
received, 3 think e have sold about 500 copies by norw. We
only rorite rhat we feel. Anbd it is something of a motto for us
to create a nem kind of journaligm within pouth and underground
citcles, $o the poung people unberstand. 3 mean, when pou
read a nemwspaper that i8 written in a horrible language that
gometi nobody 8...

Hm?

— TR just rant teach out directly to the readers. Jomw
1oe’re dtking on #3 and re’re going to print it in 1000 copies

MORKRET

and roe have a 8hitload of material.

lren’t nou going to change into A4 size soon? I am stars
ting to get tired of 8eeing five columng crammed on an A5
page... 3 am not sute if it'8 very Successful.

— ...3he most bag been fou, hasn't it? I just feel that
people only do 3ines in A4 size because it's safer. I guess we
wanted to shor that it's possible to bo a professional magasi
in 25 gige as well.

ny other reagons to do it in A5?

— Ro... roell, it's cheaper to print! But mapbe roe’ll
start with A4 in the fourth issue. DMany labels rwon't advestise
in 95 because it's “too small”... Anyhow, not all $mall jined
bave had as good ads from labels like Nuclear Blast like roe
had in our previous issue.

S it'8 not free ad8 that they bave included just to fill up
the gine.

— Gxactly. Mo it at leasdt [ooks [ike everal real cool
labelg rant fo push their releages. JNot only with the help of
teviervs but algo abvertiging. 2nd e're certainly not shoet of
things to reviers. TWe've got pretty much.

lren’t nou aftaid of the same thing as mpself, that there'd
be too much reviers? Qlready in my fiest iddue I tried to be
careful with them but voild! and 3 had hundreds of them.
lright, my reviervs tend to be a little oversijed too.

TRevertheless, if pou compare with MorticiaRumskull
with its 300 teviers in one igsue, it ooks like a telephone
catalogue. About a8 i ing too.

— Qeab, but rve can’t 8kip annthing because we'ze after
all a fangine. People can complain about the sixteen pages of
reviervd ot mhatever, it doesn’t matter... TWe'll surely have
about 200 tevierws but that includes everything, records and
tapes and magagines and books... Petea ié the one with the
main tesponsibility for the magazine. 3 take cave of the label,
Soban has the distribution and Petea has Dagiq and the
magagine. 3t'8 a ot to take care of, all of this. And evernthing
1oe o i$ like more like a hobby, 8o far it's nothing annbody of
ug earng monen on.

Do nou get money from the unemplopment office?

— o, both Petra and me are cleaners.

Gounds like a familiar profession.

— Yeah. But S think it's pretty cool because I wotk
almost part.time and Petra has at least partstime. So rwe can
easily pan the tent and then get some money for the phone and
food anbd things life that. 3t' great to knorw one bas gome ex
tra money and one roon't have to otk the shit out of oneself
either.

The Upcoming Issue

s for the mag, mhen ras the next igsue Supposed to be
releaged?

— 3 think that'll be in February. I hope. We plan
nebd to get it out in January fiest but we'll have to work our
arges off with evernthing in Januacy, especially the magajine.

— nd then we're also planning a mini tour with
Memory Sarden and The Everdaron, together with Black
Diamond Productions. So re'te boing some co-opetation with
them too. TBe have at least Some ten gigs, I think.

Do nou have some special features in the upcoming issue?

— Qes, I don't hnow. Jt'll be vern varied, 3 think.
ctually we’ve only done Tathedral and the biggest bands on
Qentuey DMedia. And you know, we had interviersd with a
gmall and a big label in #1. TWBe're going to have it in #3 as
rell. S don’t knorv why it roas left out in the last igsue but I
think it ras due to lack of time.

3 found it interesting to read anbd compare the interviervs,
the small label with the big one.

— Gxactly. She émall abel has releaged records as mell,
$o rhy not. It ras a cool thing, I don’t think anybody had
done it before.

Jot with uch a thought out conteast betrocen a small and
a big label.

— Go we'll tey to do that as well. Plus a terrible
amount of tevierws. A8 said. You know, we have our vier
on how a fangine ghould be done... and at the same time mwe'te
almost reabdy to rotite a book to every issue! Like releasing the
jine theee times a pear... 200 pages each time! Noro re're
baving more contributors all the time but we mustn’t go to far,
or re’ll [oge control of it.

By this time I had squeezed the man with the demonic
beard until he [ooked liRe a bearded raigin 8o 3 thanked him for
the bigcussion and mecifully stopped the tape. Before that,
he managed to gay a fers mote words, robich rere:

— s for the thanks and hello part, there’s so many
people one mwould like to thank... evernbody that are involved...
But thanks for the interviero!

My pleasure.

P.S. The 180 page Heathendoom Magazine #3 has
been out since early autumn and it i8 didcussed in the zine
revierv section on page thirtp-geven.

Tomorrow

When [
Dre

BY ApamM MAXWELL

The horror of waking in the same room
[n the same state and screaming

Just screaming

To be dead but

Not having the strength

To even get up

Tomorrow when I die at least I will
Have more pleasure than my only pleasure
Of shitting and pissing in my bed

fn my pants and watching the look

Of pure, unadulterated

Disgust

On the face of the bastard nurse

As she cleans

‘Tomorrow when I die at least she will
Have more pleasure, perhaps

Cleaning someone else’s shit

But yesterday is today

And tomorrow is a distant ripple

The more | try to artive

* The further it travels

At least I don't have to clean up someone’s shit
1 can just grin, wait and then piss again

' even care 10 gotup

Toevencare

HEATHENDOOM
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ONE DAY WHEN VISITING THE LOCAL

PAY NOTICE TO SOME PAINTINGS

EXHIBITION. THERE ARE OFTEN EXHI !

INTEREST ME — YET, AS SAID, THIS ONE DID.
1 was PARTICULARLY FA;C}N)\TED BY THE

MONKS, KINGS, A YOUNG GIRL SITTING ON A«STORP.”»‘!‘&}‘_& &

WHEN LOOKING FOR SOME KIND OF BROCHURE Wi

— | FOUND A BIOG

ESTONIA. AFTER SOME RESEARCH | ACQUIRED
KONSIKOOL THE ART SCHOOL WHERE HE WORKS AS .

GOT IN TOUCH WITH THE MAN. AFTER A LETTER or TW
HIM IMMORTAL BY FEATURING HIM IN THE MAGAZ]N}. O]

QWhen delivering the ansrers, Indeek modestly points out that
he does not see himself a8 Some “famous actist” and well yes,
3 can agree on that one. But what counts is that this man bas
talent. 2nd talent i8 alwans interesting — especially if the
possessor of this talent i8 obscure,

Zo start off with something, in bis biography Indrek dtas
tes that when making bis sculptures he “proceeded from tl)c
mebdieval conception of an image representing the

red pagan by the church.

— Fulco and Nicolaus cepresent some of the first steps
of Christianity in Cstonia in times when most of Estonia remais
ned pagan. Their migsionary roork rwas not very successful but
probably had some tesults in Some areas in western Cstonia
and Zallinn outskietd. This rag a peaceful midsionary work
on the contrast of later uusabe, which has been taken vern, even
too painfully, with pique, because of folloning and long lagting

personality, being someborw connected with him and !)w energn”
— instead of representing the pergonality of the artist.

3 find this to be an interesting point that I both underst
and and agree about. But i8 it really possible for an artist to
be 8o distanced from big wotk as not to leave any traces of
bimself at all?

— Qes, 3 think I cannot avoid my personality being
seen in my otks, and hor it i not the i i But
then ate not just pieces of my mind and not just pretext to shoro
myself.

Jndrek mentions the Chinese proverb mhere the moon i8
shoron to the 8illy but the 8illy only looks at the finger that points
at the sky...

— Personality of the artist in this case should not be to
upget the influence of image and repregented person too much.
s I ras quite sure anphomw, had no big doubts and felt good
making these figures — including Saintd’ oneg — 3 hope here
i8 nothing verp rorong.

The Religious Connections

Geveral of pour Sculptures have religious connections.
One depicts the Estonian bighop the name of Fulco, another
portrans Nicolaus, the fiest knorwon Estonian monk. Ié there
any deeper meaning behind the choices of these models? Or are
they just chosen because then are 8o typically medieval char.
acters?

On the other hand, pou al8o have Sculp ingpiced by

poroer of Sttmand (not veen numerous Cstonian knight families
digappear or & ize in the beginning of the 15th century,
bhaving existed during somerohat 200 nears after the crusade).

— Being linked with Scandinavia Fulco and Nicolaus
begides above mentioned adpects repredent for me a part of
ancient cultutal links betreen Estonia and Scanbdinavia (rhich
could nomadans counterbalance the Berman influence and

Fenno-ligric movement).

— Zhe old Livonian spmbol8 indeed never were used by
the church, 3 doubt the chucch ever had any connection mwith
them. The chuech here has not had such a good contact ith
[ocal tradition a8 it seems to have been in Olb Ireland, where
old @eltic tation and symbolé mwere developed and used
in @hristian monasteries.

— But Livonian symbols seem to be quite interesting
too, morth to remember and research. T agree mwith
temembering old things and tradition, old spmbols along them,
but I do not support discretional use of them — for example
by political parties, giving them a new meaning in 8pite of
Subst (bich can be unknown, vague, but it doesn’t mat.

old Livonian snmbols: something that must bave been cnndlbe—

INDREK JETS

ter). When old pagan symbols rwere adopted by Christian

chuech there i8 in most cages, as far ag I knom, clear logic and
connection betroeen the old and nemw signification, can be even
£aid that from Some vierpoint it does not change to another,
but ig elevated.

3f we leave this heavy cultural discussions for a robile,
e mwill return to the medieval times soon enough, roe can move
on to lighter matters such as Indrek’s profession.

TWorking as a teacher of art, does it give nou a chance to
develop actistically although it cannot provide full actistical frees
dom?

— Reasons of mp mworking ag a teacher of art are mostly
of economical, material character. The salary i8 not big, but
S can uge material bage of the art 8chool rwhere I'm working
— ovens for ceramics, rooms etc. And it [eaves me more free
time than the most of other jobg could: almost three months of
summer holidans plus other shorter holidang and shorter
working day, free mornings until 15.00 in my cage. 3t'8 not
8o commetcial either, not such hunger of mone, but of course,
it bas aspects I do not like — although our school i8 voluntary
bhobby gchool, it often needs to force pupils to do anything, not
just gpend time. But mostly it's nice to ok with pupils who
like to dram, etc, like I do mpself.

The Middle Ages vs. The Modern Toilet

The Middle Ages fascinate nou because back then
eventhing roag not devoid of mydtery. For pou these times
p a mentality opposite to ali: but what rould
pou have thought about actually living back then? TWould you
sactifice modern comfortabilities such as the WC for a life
geveral hundred pears ago? Moreover, if you had lived back
then it rwould have been probable that you rwould not have had
any possibility to deal with art...

— 3 don't think the WA i8 a very big problem, but
sureln conditions roere harder and possibly it could even be quite
bard to survive for noradan’s person in mebdiesal conditions
because roe are accustomed to our comfortabilities, mebicine and
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80 on. But medieval people mwere used to medieval digcomfort,
bardened. Potentialities in medieval society depended of so
cial gtatug, and there mere differences betreen periods and
areas. JImagining to go to this era, it could be hard to begin
there for a gtrange alien, not knowing customs, speaking and
thinking in a strange mway.

— But art and hanbictaft i8 probably only or the first
thing I could (and can) do, I'm just not able to be a farmer
for example, not 8peaking Latin I rwouldn’t be an educated man
cither, although it could be mworth to study — even in Zallinn
at the Dominican monastery taught a man who had studied by
lbertus Magnus and Thomas of Aquino.

— But more seciously, do I thirst for the Middle Ages,
wigh back there? It cannot be 8aid that evernthing was better
in the Tiddle Ages, to deny progress in every field. But there
can be the regress in any field, reducing of anp 8Rills,
knomwledge, spirituality etc, and there can be complicated
combined vatiants of progress and regress. DManbe we can ask,
bhich field i8 more important?

— Qctually I don’t support living mostly in any
fantasies cleatly sepatated of reality, ot in virtual veality, even
about the Middle Ages. Question i about continuing old
phenomena 3 find precious, bringing them to present time, fin
ding them or traces of them in reality in which we live, and not
only abstract principles (the Dliddles Ages roere vern concrete),
but even some Ddetails connected with them. That is the same
roay like I till like to tey to remember any frageances, pictures
and lights, odd feelings etc from the period of my life robich has
formed my mind and principleg most largely. So to say,
initational period.

— Would I sacrifice comfortabilities for the medieval
values? 3f it i8 necessary, pethapg I mwould, but how far I
could go with that, I cannot knor, Sometimes I try to choose
things to see and do anb think about, but it i8 ordinary, only
tagte can be different. Temperate ascetism and discipline
produces harmony.

The Origins of the Interest

QWas there some special experience that triggered this
pour interest for these times, or ras it just something that grero
stronger and stronger ith the pears?

— 3 cannot 8ap there has been any verp Special
experience as a straight cause. I had been excited about the
Qiking Age and later by the other roay: irreality, mpstics, res
ligion, philogoph, teping to break out of prosyness and any time
bad (but not because of my oron activities) experiences very
important for me.

— 3n Zallinn Pedagogical University there were pril
liant lectures of religious philogophy by profesgor Mart Raukas.
2 35¢neatsold philosopher, president of Academia Catholica,
internationally most publighed Gstonian philosopher at the mo-
ment, worked in Fribourg, Leuven, Oxford and Utrecht
universities, too. Mostly the lectures were based on Wittgens
stein and analntical philogophy and St. Thomas of Aquino.

— Zrwo nears ago 3 listened to the lectures called “Bar
ig¢ of Medieval Culture” by Einar Laigna, a Catholic
theologian and mebievist, probably the best in Estonia in the
field of mentality. He also has translated a book of the great
Ruggian medievigt Aron Surevich, “World Bierw of Dledies
val Man”, which I also like vern much, This information
helped a [ot to understand thig era, gave another vierspoint. But
alreadn before I ras fond of medieval art, including local,
Ciidnemaa and Saaremaa old churches ith their Sculptures and

DAGENS

ZThese impredsions of course tuened me torvards
the medieval culture.

— TMore for a joke can be mentioned that in my student
dans T usged to mear medievallike [ong-noded boots for a rhile,
but 3 mwasn’t spiritually appropriate then.

nd how i8 it with pour artistical influences and
indpications?

— Style of these figures is influenced by Romanesque

[ptute and bolomite Sculp of 8o called masters of Katja
from second quarter of the 14th centurn on the island
Saaremaa, which ate said to be clode to contemporary ones in
Gotland but algo by art of Old Jreland and Bikings. There
are, ot have been, plenty of sculptures in Tactu St. Jobhns
church, of the same material that I use — cut of balf-dried clay
and burned — but at the t 3'm mote acquainted with
RKarja’s ones.

— 3n my home county Lddnemaa there are ome
tombstones of Romanesque shape with human images:
roarriors, a man with a étrange bat, and with symbol8 in quite
archaic stple, dating and belonging of robich i8 not certain (pres
or aftercrugade time). These human images have round ened
like the Bikings’ human images, but in Sreden there i8 no
analogues ag far ag 3've got information. That ig about the
form and style.

The Birth of the Small Men

@an nou tell us a little bit more about the materialg that
pou work with, and about the procedure of creating a sculpture?
— 3 bave mworked mainly with clay, less mith wood, and
a little bit mwith dolomite. Making a figure of clan I do most
of the rotk when it's balf-dey, Sometimes finighing roben it ig

totally ben, othermise the clay would be too Soft. I've usged some
glagur in grooves to get mote contrast and vigible details, too.
S0 3 need to buen them in cecamics oven like it i8 usual for
ceramics. Henceforth I intend to roork more with wood and
bdolomite, too.

Generally, what kind of people buy pour sculptures?
Orbdinary housemives who find them romantic, or? To tuen it
around, what Rind of persom woutd yow most of all gell a
sculpture to?

— ctually, I don’t knon very mwell roho have bought
my sculptures. “The Dancing Liv” I gold to one ast teacher,
about the otherg I don’t knorw. I baven’t gold much net, and
there have been some not for 8ale — it would be quite nons-
enge to sell geparate statues of Fulco and Nicolaus, and
fuethermote not in Gstonia. Of course I roould like my
sculptures to locate in according environment or belong to per-
8on8 ith according interestd and mentality, then thep could
have deeper meaning. 2And I would like to do something for
chuech.

Well, I wouldn't.

Anphow, you can’t live off your sculptured now and
pethaps it i8 unlikely that you mwould, either. But hor rwould
pou actually view the situation of living off nour artistical
creationg? Could you remain true to pourself and ignore what
the public mants nou to create — ot would there be a danger
that the thought of money would corrupt nou (like it can do with
any man, mote or legg)?

s an example I can mention an American band that
exigted for 8ome nears ago but then mabde the peculiar decigion
to quit at the peaR of their cateer. One of their reasons was
that they bab, rhen starting the band 8ix pears eatlier, drorn
that “if ever this band shall become ‘work’ for us, it would be
apparent that our focus would be lodt and our reagon for being
and remaining teue held hostage bu the sceptre of necessity”.
Thep were assuted that their music could only be “true” when
it roag a mete hobby and not a work.

TWhat do you say about this? You are not a musician,
you are a gculptor, but both of nou ate actigts, nevertheleds.

— 98 I get money for food, etc, working a8 a teacher,
it i8 not 80 necesdary to be commercially 8uccessful in my arts
work, although it i8 good to sell ome things, otherrige there
would soon be no toom... al8o it i8 a Rind of communication,
too. 3t i8 veryy noemal until it's not the aim. But it will bore
very 8oon to make things without interest, just for money. I
like 8ometimes to make things without very high ambitions,
mote like bandiczaft, but lagn a8 I am — only if 3 enjoy this
myself. I thinka lot of artidts can live off their act and remain
“teue”,

QUnd to continue this artistic cross-examination, robat are
nout feelings about otber kinds of art, such a8 dearving and pains
ting?

— 3n my student dand I liked abstract and expressive
painting vern much for a mhile, and draming nubdes mwith
charcoal. 3've made even some happenings and pecformances
roith my friends: first at the age of 17, still last at 23.
Jomabdang I use to draw sketches, to think on the paper, to
produce and clear the images, but I paint rarely nomw.

The Musical Side of Things

Since Davthos i8 first of all a music magazine I am also
curious about your relation to music... Being 8o fascinated by
the Diddle Ages, do pou for example lidten to medieval mus
8ic? nd horw are nour feelings torards modern music, then?
@an you find a lack of mpstery there as rell, ag in the modern
Society?

— 3’m not an expert in music. 3 rveally like to listen
to mebieval music, Hilbegard von Bingen, Bregorian chorals
and a bit later choral mugic, for example. Anbd indeed I like
gome Rind of folk music, too. 3 heard a Smwedigh band
Barmarna performing at the Biljandi folk music festival and
3 [iked them very much.

3 unberstand you did.

— lgo I like Jrigh folk music, it i8 not exceptional in
@stonia, and runo-gongs, old music of Baltic Finnish nations.
Sn Gstonian music 3 like brotherd Jobagons very much. Bes.
ides theit oron songs they sing Estonian folk songs, including
tuno, Thep sometimes perform with a Srwedigh maid Sofia
Soong, ghe’s dinging and planing Scandinavian folk mugic and
some Gstonian too. I liked very much ber ginging medieval
Normwegian ballads on the top floor of Haapgalu bighop castle
matchtorer one August midnight a pear ago.

— 3’'m not againgt every modern music, horo could I
find music of Aevo Pict too unmpsterious... But of courde I
bo not like disco and a [ot of pop. I have Listened to punk and
indie music (Cranes, The Cure, Spiritualized, Estonian
romantic punk Bennaskond), but noro I do this rarely.

Art

nd nomw, here in the end of this rather extensive talk, let
ug do gome deep talk again. Modern art... am I only a fanatic

INDREK JETS
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when 3 claim mobdetn art to be 8o predictable? Recently I read
in the nervdpaper about a conflict at an agricultural chool in
Srebden caused by a nerw sculptute on the schoolnard. It was
a huge, formless chunk with $mall, round and colourful “candy”
attached to it. (The sculptor of course had very sophisticated
theorieg about the snmbolidm of her dculpture.) I# this art?

Of coutse, art should not be limited... in any wap. 3f
an artigt sand big creation ig art, how could somebody else pro-
test? But as I see it, things have gone too far and Real et
Zhat Actually Demands alent has been forgotten.

ZalR, o wige one!

— Probably 3'm too noung to be wige.

(Excuse me for interrupting nou again, but that ras a
very) mwige comment...)

— 3 think mogt importact i8 not the “language”. At
must aspire to Beauty, Most Beautiful and GBood, but this can
be found in very unexpected things and raps. If there is no
agpire to Beauty and Absolute, if there is just only gomething
of 8ex and mill to porwer — this i8 not a thing I could treat as
QArt. Of courde one can fail even if the will ig good, it i8 alrans
80. But I don't think that even les8 gifted persons shouldn't
make art, 3 [ike the “do it nourself” ideology, folk act i8 much
better than congumption, masg culture. Tt doeg not mean
evernthing should be exhibited in important public places.

— s J've not seen this sculpture nou are talking of,
3 bon’t want to sap annthing about it. At the central square
of mn hometoron not very long ago rag restored a monument
to the soldiers of the Gstonian War for Freedom — a thing of
beroic gignificance and bistorn, but no artistical value. What
to sap about this?

— But in genetal the elder part and seaside of Haapsalu
bag been quite richly decorated with various decorative posts and
Sculptures, mostly by one sculptor, Koman Haavamdgi, who
besigned 8o the torwn’s style (before World Watrld 11).
Siylistically it i8 Something of that called now art deco. 3t was
well compatible mwith p P and of a
health regort, and it rwould be unthinkable to put any
sculpture into thig environment. TNomwabdans here ig mwill to
testore Haavamdgi’s works, many of them are destroned. In
modetn envitonment the modern Sculpture roould be compatible
— if people living there like it.

— Probably nou have heard this nowadans alreadn quite
an ofd definition by Kurt Schrvitters: “art i8 evernthing rohat
the artigt pit8”. I think ast i8 robat the actist has done with
best mwill — and talent, which means deeper spirituality, etc,
besides the manual 8Rills. 3t i8 very elementary, 3 cannot gap
annthing ner and bright about this.

— 3 think evernbody can alwans sap “S do not like this”
if be feels that may, but, pes, it i8 bard to argue with men or

. <t

ideology of porver in thig field, but evernbody can think like one
wants (if he i8 able).

Qlright, alright, I don’t think I have vern much to add
here... But Indrek himself roants to add these lineg here in
the end: B

— 3 didn't stop thinking about nour questions, so 3
want to add thig talk about art, ficst that quite trivial thing, that
there i al8o an important pact of game, playing and floring
fantagy, creativity in art. And a reservation to thig I told about
the agpire to Beautn: the human soul cannot alrans be very
serious and devout, golemn, but needs a rest — like in mebdie
val grotesque and carnival culture. Without relaxing, fun and

joke, golemn things finally become to geem ridiculous,

— 2nd one must not take my dpeech too seriously either,
3'm not sure I could (or can) express myself without any
pogsibilities of migunderstanding, 3've had and &till bave a little
8cepsis to this nonliterary world.

Rever mind, Indrek, the only mway to be gure avoiding
migunderstanding i8 to not san one fucking rord... rohich means
one would have to move to the rooods anbd live in a cottage.

DBut here ends our conversation mwith thig man from
Haapsalu, the second Artist Talk of this issue. Thanks to
Snbdeek for nour most comprehengive ansmwers and will to talk.

— 3t was nice to talk. Thank nou!

Wiy do all the devils cover me, then should not, I am not theirs,
thep are mine. 3 rooke them up and I am their father. Then
8hould oben me and not crowd my sight, should ligten to my word
ingtead of flping into my mouth and tearing me from mwithin.

Zhen mere the onlyy in question, they spoke my language and
3 could understand them and they heard robat 3 gaid. I am their
master, they ate my children. I cannot, do not want to take the
lives of my chilbren, but their presence i8 almogt ag nauseating
a8 theit abgence. Take them amwan

@an you not hear their laugbhter, they laugh with me. Thep
laughed with me when I cut her, re hared the jon of matching
bet slippery tongue tivist between my fingers. Her tongue became
éo lack, like a piece of meat when it rag parted from the throat.
3t was a piece of meat, of courge, but it filled my mouth when I
tasted it, and 3 remember 3 wondered how such a large and long
chunk of meat could fit in annbody’s mouth. I tried to talk with
ber tongue in mp mouth, and I laughed because I could not
pronounce a word, and the Devil laughed with me.

But ghe made 8o much noige and I can 8till remember horw
funny ber étare rwas rwhen 3 stuffed ber tongue back into her mouth
to calm her doron. 3 did not have anp use for her tongue o ghe
could bave it back. But before that, do pou remember when I
took the tongue out and placed it betroeen her leqg? No, you mere
not thete with ug. Nobody of nou, I ras thete all alone with my
friends. 3 let et et tongue tickle her there becauge I thought
8he would like it. But she never calmed dorn so that ras when

INDREK JETS

3 gave up and put it back into her mouth. After all, I liked her
and 3 did not want to play if she didn’t roant to.

She i8 also with me sometimes. Talks to me while the
Devil8 ging in the background. In the beginning the small oneg
nevet bothered me. But one evening I was reading a book when
3 felt the smell of a 8mall devil every time I tuened the page. For
each page, a new devil turned up. 3 liked it and read the entire
bookalthough I cannot remember what the book roas Like if 3 liked

it or not but we became 8o many and my house felt so crowbed
when all the mall ones mwete evernmwhere and re talked danced
and laughed all night anbd then did not want me to sleep but I was
tired and they talked go loud. Then never left in the morning.

Zhep tell me 8o much about mpself. Wost of it I know
already but never think about if it was not for them. But I wigh
then gave me some 8leep, 3 wigh they did not almways talk go much
for 3 am tired of hearing.

KVALM. 0
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Murder Corporation make me feel warm
within, Murder Corporation are Death
Metal. Murder Corporation are our guests.
Here with us on the pages we have the
drummer Wermén.

Good evening, o) man-with no first name. Homw are things?

— Zhings are kinda alright, nou know!! Listening to
Kigs and letting my bair gror... It'll say I'm Rinda busy.

Let’8 start this discussion up with the mini cd'8 straight
aray. You eem to bave ag mucly hassle with mini d's as
Deranged used to have with the singles some time back...

* "Blood Revolution 2050” first: it was recorded back in 1995
but it i8 not pet releaged, i it? Wasgn't it Dabalal
Productions from Spain that was supposed to release it?
What i8 happening, reallty?

— Zhe "Blood Revolution 2050” mini cd i released
since mapbe three months or Something now... What 3've
beard the redponse has been pretty good. A lot of people are
really digging that release 8o it's cool...
Qeal), you can suce say that it took
dome time to have it releaged. It mag
ficdt meant to be out demo tape but as
we are all really satisfied with it we
thought it mould be a cool idea to have
it released ad a mini ¢d indtead, go rve
hipped it around to gome labels and
Dave of Repulse Records asked
Qabalah Productions if he would like
to telease it and I guess be [iked it a8
be manted to give it a tey. Then... well,
just let’s sap that it wasd some quite
teaditional things that delaned the whole
thing.

— o fuck... you can’t really
compate the thing with the Murder
Qorporation mini ¢d with all the 8hit e
babd with Deranged for some nears ago.
Ihere pou can sure talk about
"hagsle”, bhahaba... A8 J said, it's
finally out 8o be dure to check the damn
thing out! Five songs of pure metal
which most people claim as "brutal old school death metal”.
T gueds they're right... TWe just rwanted to have another band
to jam with and... oops, Murder Torporation was formed and
three roeeks later we recorded the just mentioned mini cd.

2nd then the aptly titled "Kill!”. Pulverizer Records
from YAmesica Rept on talking about a $plit ¢d until pou got
bored of them... Have you found a new label to release it yet?
2nd by the roay, do nou have any idea rohy Pulverizer kept
on talking about a split d? 38 it cheaper somehor, ot what's
up?

— Deah, Pulverizer Records should release our second
mini cd! Anproay, he asked us what re thought about a split
¢d indtead and T told him that we really manted thig recording
to be a normal mini cd, just as it was said. It took him six
months to get back to me and e told me that he hadn't found
any cool band to Split with ug! We’re dealing with dome labels
tight now... TWe'll see what happens, pou knomw!! Well, a
plit ¢d i8 naturally gold as a full price cd and a mini d asd a
mini cd... 3t costs the same to pregg ‘em and shit, so...

And as for nou — what was your main reason to
digagree mwitly the propodal? Perhaps there mould have been

a danger that nou ould have had to Split with Some Second
rate band. Yes, I think 8o, a good mini cd i8 better than a
balf-hearted split cd.

— Zhe reason masn’t that e roere afraid to plit it with
gome “second tate” band. Io one of us really likes 8plit cd'8
and gbit, 80... We mwanted to have it released as our second
mini cd just the roay it was gaid. We had signed the contract
anbd 8hit... Never mind! We're finallp feee to find a cool and
qood label to releage it nor.

QYou say pou have remixed thig second mini cd but rag
the gound ceally that bad? I thought it was good. In what
may bave nou improved if?

— Zhe sound pretty much sucked!! It was basically
just rans too reak and e reren’t satisfied with it at all. The
sound i8 a [ot heavier now and roe also changed the order of
the ongs robich i8, needless to sap, quite an important mats
ter, pou knom!

3In age Wermeén's stubboen references to my knomwledge
pu3les nou, my dear reader, I must ask pou to read the interviern
< did with him for Headfucker #5. He's not finished:

— QBe listened to the abvance tape and the dound was
much mweaker than oue firdt mini cd and e got the opportuns
ity to temix it at a pretty good place, 8o... there you have it!

QAppacentlyy I bave been too occupied with bird feet and
things, rben ligtening to the first mix, to realize about the
sound,

You have been playing abroad lately. What went o
rong in Holland as it apparentlsy ras a disaster? And please
tell us a little bit more about the gigé in Spain. The places,
the venues, the gigs themgelves.

— We've done some gigé in Sermany with Detanged
lately... That's vight! It'll hopefully be a sort of "full Gu.
ropean tout” with I ion and Avulged sometime in Man.
We'll ee what happens...

— Qe really enjon being out on the road. We're
planning to do ome pretty indane shorvs with Murder Cor.
poration as well... The gig we did in Holland for something
like half a near ago nor, just sucked! The dound sucked, we
played like Some fucking idiots (more than usual 3'd say)...
3t just sucked! The whole monitor snstem was really fucked

and couldn’t hear a 8bit... Things like that happen...

— Zhe shows in Spain were pretty ingane! The gig
in Madrid was really cool! Lots of crazy 8hit going on...
fater on I caught dome Rind of nasty stomach flu, or
something, and basically just puked and 8bit for a reek ot go...
Once again, 8hit like that happens. We did four shors in
Gpain. One of them mwas some kind of out-door festival we
headlined. Fuck, we entered the stage around fucking five
o’clock... in the ing!! The resp mwas surprisingly good
doron in Spain. I sure hope we’ll be able to do some more
shows in Spain... pretty soon!

Haba, your song title on the upcoming Near Dack
compilation tules... 3've heard they ace trying to tell you to
change the title but I don’t think you should!

— QWe should have been featured on that compilation
but some of the other bands didn’t like our title 8o they skipped
ug! S don’t care! What I knor ther never really wanted us
to change the title. 3, along with the test of the band, pretty
much think that black metal sucks, 8o... 3f some guy sans
that death metal fucking 8ucks no one gives a fuck but if
someone saps that black metal Sucks
it'8 like all hell roould break [ooge, nou
nomw... After all, ag I gee it it's not
teally a big deal that we don’t dig
"black metal”. A8 S gaid, no one has
any problems with gups that sap that
bdeath metal ucks over and over again,
but if you should date to say that black
metal gucks... it'8 like "You’re crazn”!
TWe've not any rood-hang-arounders,
pou Rno...

Zhe title in question was "Black
Metal Sucks And So Do You”.

Anpway, Wermén, this song
differs a little from nour typical cpberkill
approach, doesn’t it? Did pou rorite
thig song especially for the Near Dark
compilation, knowing that Kimpa and
Zobbe in general seem to prefer black
metal to good olde fucking brutal death
metal?

— 3 bdon’t really think that
Durder Cotporation has any
" coberkill” approach, so to san. We rwanted to have that song
on that compilation cd a8 we found it cather uitable. A3 I
8aid, it's not our fault people are 8o damn concerned about
tobat e dig ot not... Still, the title i8, needless to da, quite
"provocative” these daps, but what the fuck.. AS alwaps,
tve just rotite a Song anb afterrvards we work on the Iyrics.
Gven before me had done the Inric we decided to have that song
featured and I wrote a Inric to it and it was like the song for
that compilation. We kner that it rwould be some black metal
bandsg featured on it and as usual we wanted to raige sSome
small hell... Still, we never thought that people would care
thig much about it. Still, it's rather fun to be skipped from a
compilation just ‘cog of the title. The gups on TNear Dark
probably habd to bo it, 8o... 3’8 a cool label tun by a cool
guy, 8o...

o it i8 a cool label run by two cool guns.

— A lot of people have heard about the song and rrite
me anbd are bagically dying to hear that song ag they fucking
really dig the title to it...

Homw come you found this guy from that old forgotten

NDERSSO

up... I had my fucking drums blasting out of my peak

Bothenbueg band Mega Slaughter? They never got very far,
[...]

TYNG

MURDER CORPORATION
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did then... Apparently Thragh Records from France put out
an album mwith them, though.

3 find it strange that a guy rho uged to be involved in
death metal for about Six pears ago ubdbdenlyy picks up the mike
again: usually if one quit8 in the underground, it tends to be
definite.

DMoreover, I have heard many gruntmen complain that
if one does not constantly practice, one loges the ability to
grorl. Apparently this i8 individual, becauge thig guy surely
gromwls mwith the best of them.

— Our bass plaper has known that guy for ages and
wben roe decided to form a nerw band be naturally agked him
to join up with us. Yeah, Mega Slaughter released an Ip
on Thrash Records in 1990 or something... He had been
8inging in dome kind of grind/fast hardcore band gome time
and shit like that so... I guess he hadn’t any bigger problems
with the gromwling thing, go to san. Anymway, be has moved
back to Gothenburg norw and we are right nomw looking for a
nem singer... TWe don’t have any recording session ot gig/
tour planned or robatgoever with DMurder Corporation right
now, 8o it’s really not any bigger rush, so to sap... We'll
check some gups out and 8o on... We'll find Someone, go...
it’s cool! Ha!

QAnd since I happen to be talking with the Deranged
drummer 3 of courde have to inquire about possible neros here.
"TRated-E” did get a rather good responsge, didbn't it? But what
bas happened ith the band after that, with the exception of
the troo ginger changes?

And robhat ig thig pour nemw singer's original band called
TMoonstruck? What music do then plan? I don’t think I have
ever heard about them before.

— Yeab, "Rated-X” sure got dome pretty good res
gponge. T never expected such a great response... 3t's really
cool! Our pideo has been aired on MTV and 8hit as well...
"Rated«X" has sure, rith no doubt, really helped us to spread
the rord. We have more or [ess just been rebearding and
boing nemw songs.

— QBe're planning to record a ner full length €D aro-
und gummer this pear. Jt'Il kill! Jt's be titled "Digh On
Blood” and gome titles 8o far are "Raiged On Human Sin”,
"$High On Blood”, "Nailed Cjaculation”, "Open Wound
Fuck”, "Ragor Divine”, "With the Silence Tame the Hors
ror”, "Haunted By RNatural Danger”, "Whole Lotta Killing
Boing On”... I don't knomw! We bave like 2324 nemw songs
and roe’[l just pick the 10,11 best or Something. LWe’ve done
some abroad gigs, smaller tours and ghit like that a8 well...
Tust been busy spreading the mword, you know...

— Zhe singer we got after Per just lived too far amway
from ug 8o it didn't really work out. Quite 8tupid to think
that it roould actually roork out, to start with. We realized
that it roas a fact that it would never work out o we started
to look for another singer. TWe heard about a deatly metal band
around mhere roe live 8o mwe checked their inger out and it
worked out really great, o we agked him to join up with us,
Yealy, he's aldo in a band called Moonstruck! They have been
around for Some pears noro and have released a couple of bemo
tapes and ghit like that... Compared to Deranged Moonstruck
i8 probably a little bit more "mellom”, 8o to san... Eheck them
out! We have a cool line up now and most things really work
out great... 3'm reallt) [ooking formard to record a nemw €D!
9 Iot of people are agking rhen re’ll record domething norv...
Zhe nerw material we have i8 compared to "Rated-X” kinda
mote intenge, faster, mote brutal and quite a [ot Sicker!

Ops.

— 3 mean, e rorote and rehearsed "Rated-X” almost
during three fucking months and recorded and mixed the damn
thing in ten dans... We have really rorked hard on the nerv
8hit... ZTried to get evernthing as tight ag we can and ghit...
Fuck! You'll hear for nourself later on!

< won’t mind, 3 really roon’t.

DBut now... fuck the dead, Wermén, fuck the dead!

— Zhanks to nou for the interviers! We really
appreciate pour support! AS usual, rorite to ug today and
temember that the blood revolution mwill come!

ZIhe blood revolution i8 bhere... o much blood

everprobere.

wocs of troubadours and distorted songs
of restless souls. '

APOTHEOSIS — SHADOWS EVE DEMO 1995

Horrible, plain horrible. Why do people send demos like this
one to me? What bave I done? I knomw I am not appreciated
by evernbody and 3'd hate to be, but this must be some sort
of pergonal revenge! Whatever I have done to you, Mr
Gauton from Malta, pleage forgive me! I promige to do
evernthing you might ask me, just pleage do not send any
more demos!

ORay. Firdt roe bave the intro called “Shadomws Goe”.
Gome sampled monR choits and things, damn scary. “Rite
of Gternal Revelation” starts off with some winds and then
the music (unfortunately) makes it8 entrance. Zhe best thing
are the crap vocals — because evernthing else ig simply benond
the word “ceap”. The drum machine i8 just about ag worthless
ag it can be and the “guitar” gound i8 gimply from Disneyland.
3 could compose better 8ongé myself — rbich means that
e are talking about a bemo that i8 corny to the extreme. A
[ot of Reyboards and samples are used but they are not of
much belp.

ZThen mwe also have the pretty damn impressive inlay
card where the word “poser” i8 mentioned more often than
the name of the band. TMr Sauron seems to be quite busy
heeping track of all the posers around.

Ghit thing really, but if Apotheosis ig true then I'd
much rather be fake. Tell the gup to add my name to bis next
poser ligt.

BENIGHTED LEAMs — CALIGINOUS RoMANTIC MYTH
PROMO 1996

At the fiest sight I was contented to dee a concept other than
a typical black metal one, and that the encloged lyrics are
rotitten in an archaic vein, such as

“De dulcid uenom of romaunce we did draine

In de dark Dionysian cauerns
Tenebrous imaginatiouns of our noble lust
Enpraled were by my cunnyng”
TManhap a gimple gimmick but that doesn’t change the fact I
am a sucker for Chaucerian drama.

3f e would only have a deummer and somebobdy else
to o the clean vocals, a8 well ag an improved Sound quality,
DBenighted Leams could perhaps be taken a little more serious
8ly.

Becauge in the end, the dong structures are not all that
bad, and although not quite living up to the somemwbat over
the top descriptions of big vern oron promotional sheets, at
least this i8 as far aran from Sothenburg musically as it i8

Blood Revolution 2050

mini cd: qabalah productions 1897
Kill!

mini cd: planet end records 1897

Durder Corporation
cd: planet end records 1898

DEMONSTRATIONS

geographically. This i alwans gomething I enjo.
Zhe Iyrical concept may have fooled me a first time
(ehem, Berg, neb) but in this very condition you can do a lot

mwotse than ignoting Benighted Leams.
!

Brack ANGEL — RITES DEMO 1997

— Zhig i8 not trendy fog frosted troll black metal!!!,
bistributor Felipe of Black Productions enthuses about this
$6 demo. Just pure fucking South American war music!!
Qrude and bestial ag fuck!!

3 can agree about that, 3 sure can. With Blacker on
vocalg, Mekosd Lokos on guitar, Torpus on basds and last but
certainly not least if we’re comparing names, Accelerator on
drums (plus plenty of guest appearances by Jerry Boldsmith
and Carl Orff), Black Angel are not out to play ballads.

Black metal in it olbest form, such as Bathory or
Hellbpammer, was not only ceude, tough and simple. It needs
something el8e. 3t does require charm or clags.

f some optimistic friends in Peru wish to return fifteen
pears back in time, then nes, go ahead: but to capture that
ancient chazm i8 easier said than done. You do need talent,
something that i8 certainly not found here.

Most trite, talentless, uninspiting black metal mwith
vocalg of the very dame calibre. That i8, trite, talentless and
uningpiting.

I am aftaid fog frosted trolls did this better anyhow,

BLOODSHED — SALVATION By BLOODSHED DEMO 1997

Hail the Memory of Recrony! A band 8o underzated I
muself have forgotten to listen more to that brilliant last Promo
Tape 93/94.

o, Bloodshed has nothing to do with Necrony other
than that that it i8 the incarnation of big returned thicst for
death metal the other balf of Jecrony again feels.

DBloodshed i brutal, straightformard, violent death
metal with the small, subtle ibeas that make the difference.
Ot in other words, high quality death metal with riff8 that
made Richard of A Mind Confused look up from hig beard
anb realize that this bastard of a bemo i8 studbebd with ingenious
riffd.

"@arnal Revelation”.

"Blood-Dimmed Tide”.

"Bleed For Him”.

Fucking death metal.

Daeonia — Morpric LanDs DEMO 2 1996

Gometimes it i¢ nice to get mail. Thig time already the
bhanbrotiting on the parcel was promising, and when I pulled
out the contents 3 found a lettethead with a fairly unaesthetic
[ogo but algo a tape with one of the finest demo covers this
issue has seen. Perhaps the finest?

@ric presented is banb as a gothic one with influences
feom, exempli geatia, Field& of the Nephilim and Sisters of
Mercy. Ob dear! such creativity! Luckily hig intcoduction
mwas not quite accurate, because Daeonia are sure asd hell
mote interedting than the typical F.9.T.N./S.O. M.
mannabes.

Gure there are some familiar feelings and sounds, but
3 algo gmell enough fine ideag and gimply good music that I
am in for this, definitely.

The goth gente i8 something I started to get bored of
before I even really got'into it and thug my knoroledge on it
i8 too thin to be able to reviem Daeonia with any Rind of
pinpoint accutacy. What do I know homw much then have
dtolen feom bands not familiar to me...

evertheless, Daeonia i8 your thing if you wish to
bear melancholic, well-performed music with class. Like many
others, then forgot to tell me the price of the demo.

MIG,

DTHS MGZN
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Dark Ages — EmpEROR's CURSE DEMO 1996

S mean this i$ painful. Since I lack words, I will cite the
biogtaphp of this duo: “The music they play i8 porer metal
influenced by band8 like Morbid Angel, Death, Pantera,
Torgana Lefan”. I don’t really know where to start. Ol
porer metal from the eacly 80’8 i8 fine for gure. “Gmperor's
Guese” i8 more like a very bad joke.

Sf pou can imagine pourself a collection of the most
trite porver metal clichés, badly mixed David Vincent inspired
vocalg, fucking dcarty kepboardd anbd riffs 8o boring that they
bardly exist... that i Dark Ages for me. Luckily they didn't
send the Iyric sheet.

The biggest narwn of the reek. Four dollars.

DARkNEss Is My PriDE — LiTANAI DEMO 1996

QWbat fiest catches the epe i8 the fine lanout printed on
pellomigh paper. Bery fine indeed. The music appears to be
some ot of melodic, midspaced death metal with Some quicker
parts suffering from a mudbdy sound and a background vocalist
rohose deep gromls are faitly disastrous becauge they drorwn
evernthing else in the mix when they turn up.

QBe might have dome potential in here. Some of the
riff8 are gomervbat interesting but 3 roould not say
the music or performance is matuze enough. And
an inceaged amount of pergonality never bucts either
— a8 roe know, the competition i8 nowadans tough
in thig melodic genre. 3 certainly hope the next step
of Darkness Is My Pride will be another demo
because then appear to be one of thege “promiging
but not et reabdy for a deal” kind of bands. Too
bad labels seem 8o eager these days that they never
give the bands the time then need. So, we will see
what will happen with these Sermans.

DBut for as for “Litanai”, pou could invest $6
in a [ot worse demos. Iy thig one if you'd like to
hear metal with some melancholic vibes.

DrowNep — CONQUERING THE AZURE DEMO
1995

But here e have one of the most interesting demos
reviered on thege pages. 3t i8 an old one, nes, but
Saman contacted me and asked me to revier this

glorest one. Here we do hear some orwn ideas, they are not
horribly many, but it Sounds mway better to me than theit
quicker parts that are nothing but average. ...2Be also bave
a nameless outro hete, an instrumental, partly acoustic cut
lagting for troo that i definitely among the bighlights
on thig demo. 2 8lor, pounding pace, occasionally broken
by a fero midspace pagsages. Petbaps this is the future of
€.€.2.? Brind gone boom? I am foe it.

But ey, you gupé really should pull nourself together
and develop the more promising sides of "Taptured Aggres-
sion”, otherrvige pou will end up doing Seven more demos —
and baving a discography of fourteen demos, that roould tell
embarragsing truths about the state of the band.

Eripemic Cause — Promo 1996

9 Tapanege threesome who mix a drum machine with ags
gressive vocals and thythmic musgic. Plus various program«
mebd spnthesizers. Mo, I do not like this. Ito, I do not like
this. Jto, 3 do not like this. o, I do not like this. o, I
bo not like thig. Mo, I do not like this. Instead of saying
what 3 do not like in the music of Epidemic Cauge, I would
rather sap what 3 migs: metal. This is some sort of space
age industrial death and no, 3 bo not like it. The three songs

Black angel from Lima, Peru, are out to kill. All fine by me as long as they
keep away from the studio.

beath metal”. Zhe music however i8 condiderably more
pompous than the label suggests.

On thig demo (cassette EJ...) we have a group photo
featuring not le8 than eight persons. Bioling and female
vocalg and kepboards and the whole ciecus. Cach of them
feave their mark on the music robich i8 thus quite diverse,
yes, but this is not the lasting impredgion. The lasting im-
pression i8 that this 8o horribly untight that

that 3 cannot come up mwith a righteous description.

TBe have heard untight music before, but in connection
ity ambitions as great as hete the result is Peter Jackson.
There i8 an acoustic song with female vocald only which is
nothing but boreific. Please give this gitl inging lessons
and preferably quite a bit of them. Pherw, I am trying to
remain objective and congtructive but honestly, thig demo ig
gcary.

3 igh to tell pou good luck on nour migsion (3 like
Therion just the same ag I suppode nou do) but let'8 calm
doron mwith the ambitiong and the kenboard solog () and con-
centrate on the tehearsing.

98 a bonus, the tape featured two nemw live songs after
the over half an bour demo: pleage... have 3 not suffeced
enough?

GooseFLEsH — THE WRAITH DEMO '96

%0 let Closesllp magagine reviern Davthos #1 was
a mistake for sute. Some people who have heard
my opinion on Cloep (id est it 8ucks) ma roondet
hom this even bappened: but the reviemwer i a pers
son 3 have knorwn for sevetal pears and am thus
amate of her honesty when it comed to reviewing.
Rhat out tastes regarding just about evernthing differ
strongly makes it all only more interesting. So it
roas her opinion S mwag interested in, not actually
being featured in Cloge-llp. But who gives a toss
reall? 3 just rantebd to clear this out 8o that if you
1oill $ue me you will at least have some background
information. Ot something.

Gooseflesh i8 actually not that Bery Bery Hot
And Original Mixture Between Hardcore And
Dletal And Senerally Damn Tough kinda band
that 3 expected to get from somebody who found my
migapelled address in CloseLlp. Booseflesl is better

one. 2And it does deserve a mention espite its age,
especially ag the band has not been very productive
lately.

OFf the four songs featured herein, “The Serpent Bod-
ess” is my favourite. 3t bas it all... freaked out, chanting
vocalg... edoteric harmonies and nothing but “Dromwned”
stamped all over it. This is vecorded by a band with identity.

The only thing I have been a bit hesitant for are the
occagional wild blagts on thig demo that might not fit perfectly
in the music of Drowned... On one hand, I already
commented it to Saman that it i§ unexpected tung like thig
that createg the trademark of a band, mwbile on the other hand,
S am still not really sure if they are necessary.

Snstead of pondering about possible problems on the
aged material on “@onquering the Agure” I mwould like to
aim my ears to Beelin in the hope of hearing nero material.
The band has had line-up hassles, one of the problems being
the [o8# of vocalist... unfortunately. Dopefully the nero one
will be able to teach the standard of Lunan who sings on this
demo. Anphomw, if I remember right Saman rorote ome
time back that they are to tecord something oonigh.

Femember the name Drowned and get ahold of
“@onqueting the Agure” if pou mant to hear a demo that goes
benond the typical boundaries of death or black metal. Most
recommendeD!

E.C.T. — CaPTURED AGGRESSION DEMO 1997

Talent i8 something one i born with. It is nothing pou get
with experience. €.€.2. have been around since 1989 and
after geven demog the most interesting thing about them till
appears to be that then are originally from the hometorn of
Xpsma.

3t i8 not a 8hit demo. Among the six lengthy dongs
here e do have a fer faitly good ones, it ig just that one
would expect more from a band that i oon to celebrate its
fiest decabe in existence...

The pace has calmed dorn congiderably and this is how
3 prefer the band. The best demo o fax, definitely. Rot
quite net something I mwould expect to pick up again after
being done mith thig revier but it shomws that the case is not
all hopelgss. “Bloodline” is the piece that appeals to me
most and incidentally — ot rather, because? — it alo i8 the

DV

featured are “@erebral Palsy”, “Anniversary of TMental
Derangement” and “Amnesia”. But the titles do not mat-
tee. T do not like this!

FuneraL Mist — Havoc pemo II 1996

Rom let's gee... thete has been some line-up changes in this
band that we have to clear out. The trwo previous guitarists
have left the band anbd the brummer has been changed. The
bags man Arioch, the only one left from the previous demo,
ig the one oo makes the music these daps. Instead of the
dissectionish black metal roe had on “Darkness”, the music
on “Havoc” i8 primitive, dirty black metal. Being a fan of
bands like Dark Throne, Havobej and others, I relcome
this change... one Dissection i§ enough for me.

What I like about the Funeral Mist of today is the
irony and subtle humour that certainky is rare in black metal.
Zo give an example, i8 it often pou ee sheletons making love
on a demo inlay card? And how many demos have nou heard
that feature geege? The geese, preceded by the sentence “Coil...
i8 on the wan”, are part of the sevesal cool intros on “Havoc”.
The best one i8 definitely the amesome “J knom rhat you've
done... T knomw all your sins” in the beginning of “The OB
Ones Brin”.

The music i, as daid, dirty black metal with dome
gurpriges uch as riffs with an unusual groove and vocals far
above the average. On this demo Barbapapa damnit I mean
Arioch finally did what he had talked about for dome time, the
balf a minute gcream. Jot all that bad.

Tothing extremely revolutionary but good enough to be
one of my favourite demog in this igsue. $5 or 30 Gkr.

FuNereuM — RE-VELATIO

3n fact thig is a casgette GP but 3 refuse to list it among the
vecords. Probably the photocopied cover 3 received ig only
for the promotional version, and thete i8 nothing rorong with
that: it i8 mainly because of the performance that I list this
ag a demo. A very bad one too, I am aftaid.

Funereum are not black metal ag the name implied to
me, but indtead aim at something they call "romantic extreme

than the avetage Closelp band, if 3 may sap so.
And I do say this even if I may not do it. Kind of.
3f you get my point. And even if nou don't I can’t dap 3
expect nou to give a togs. Ot anybody else either for that
gake. So to say.

“Zhe Wraith” has a good production with faitly heavy
guitars. The vocals are nothing particular, S mwould have
preferced them rougher but at least thep ate not of that testicle
lacking Michael Kigke kind, for which I am grateful. Just
to give a bad example that does not suit the review, the band
or the wotld in general.

“The Wraith” i8 standard, mellow thing to me but at
least I am grateful for Googeflesh for not using any kind of
hatdeore or other “ground breaking” influences.

But having currently been listening to “Benond the
Unknown” by Sncubus, horw could I possibly give a too
dramatic toss about Sooseflesh? Keep it metal, Sooseflesh,
although 3'd like to ask ou to listen to Sncubus if nou want
to get an example of something that puts me into the condition
poutr monicRer i8 refecting to. 40ke£4$610DM

In THA UmBra — OF THE SINGING Dusk... Mystic
CHARMS, A FUNERAL SKY AND THE WITHERING LIGHT
DEMO 1996

Tomw that i a demo title to my liking. Mo compromige. I
received these Poctuguese men's flper that talked about “V1
noctucnal hymnsg of pure death metal, melodic, macabre,
crushing and darR!” and especially roords [like “crushing”,
“macabre”, “dark” and most of all “death metal” made me
contact Bruno to get a more concrete impression about In
tha Umbea.

A8 the tape hag found its way to my recorder I must
first scratch mp head, wondering hat I actually think about
the guitar Sound. St i8 8o ram it i8 quite horrible, but isn't
that homw mwe roant death metal to be? Si 8i, Reep it fucking
hotzible, 3 am mwith pou... I roould not quite agree with the
“Killer gound!” statement on the flyer, and some improvement
to the next releage would not hurt, but in general I am for it.
Seems like these people agree with me about how death metal
i upposed to be [ike... tamw like the meat of the recently
butchered poung mother.

The vocals, that are as fucking death then possibly could
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Bror MINE — KiLL For INNER PEACE DEMO 1996

Blot Mine belong to the minority of Swedish bands that
bave the disgrace of my honest interest. Jf "Kill For
Snner Peace” i8 a deastically superior demo in the oceans
of demos released during the last near, 3 do not quite
Rnow how to argue for that, but I certainly do like this
demo mote than most others.

Zhere i8 something with their blend of black metal
that makes a difference. Ot perhaps theit different concept
and nice [ogo only made me give them a decond chance
and a more thorough listening? Or the idea that there i8
some intelligence here. Or the fact that "Told, Deserted
And Dead” ig one bell of a song.

Zhe hectic pace, the ruined vocals by Broreede (also
Bdlnad Ur Rymbd) and it all simply goes dorwn unusually

K. ISAKSSON

mwell for me. The ruined vocals: there we have one of the
teagons why I bave been charmed. IThese are vocals
witl) passion instead of the typical mechanical shriek.

Sn fact. Yes. Blot Mine are not a revolution,
thep roill not tuen the mworld ablaze with this recording, but
they perform it all 8o confidently and mwell that it sounbds
like 8omething roorthy another label than the genetic "Srve-
digh black metal”... I could keep on emphasizing other
details than the vocals, such as the general arrangements
of the songd robich give them a flom superior most Srve-
Digh black metal, ot just the very fine introduction, but 3
must have brought my view accoss by nor,

Thig ig fast, fieece black metal. 30:4 or $6.

“Arid Wastes, Cold, Deserted And Dead
Such, The Scenery From Which I Depart”

get, are good although I do not think the lyrics are perfectly
arzanged to the musgic. Bruno’s howling does appear a little
out of place sometimes. 2his roould not bother me if bis
vocal dtyle mas not 8o similar throughout the demo — ooonlyy
draaarron oouut hooorls with little variation. It does get
a tad tepetitive after a while.

Other than that In Tha Umbra serve us good quality
melancholic yet brutal death metal, Spiced ith likervige roell
performed Repboard parts. This kepboard gup Golo Amon-
Ra i8 appatently going to release hig oron cassette EP through
Zribal Productions that can be reached via the same addressd
ag 3n Tha Umbra.

Zhe [yrics are interesting but I will not talk more about
them right now because I have a feeling we might feature an
intervier with these guns in this issue.

“Of the Singing Dusk... Mystic Charms, a Funeral
Shy And the Withering Light” i8 poues for $5 if pou droell
within what i8 the €.C.C. while nou poor fucks elservhere
bave to invest $6.

INTROITUS — ...As HORDES GATHER DEMO 1996

Did you knomw that Dissection have moved to Serbia? It i8
true, S wouldn’t believe it either if I mwasn't lidtening to their
nemw demo called “...As Hordes Sather”.

Let us not get too itonic, I like to receive a good demo
from an unusual land every nor and then. And this thing by
Sntroitug ig not bad at all. Well planed, with fine melodies
...3 was supposed to san “ideas” but that i8 where the pro
blem lied. Big problem. This is all Dissection. The vocals
are Disdsection, the music i8 Dissection... and there are even
some short acoustic pieced to make the clone complete.

Pleage, Introitus, put your Didsection records aside
for a while! You are too promising a band to become another
Dissection clone. And that “The Unforgiven” association in
“Resurgent” i8 just a tad too embarrasdsing...

This eight 8ong demo, featuring a good lanout and Iyrics,
costs $7. Apart from the musical tip off accusations the
only fault i the mixing where the drums are completely bhid
bebind the barrier of guitars and vocals. It took a robile for
me to hear there were any drums at all on the tape.

KaraBoupjAN — TriBuTe To HEerGE

Banha, muovautunut sieni, Rorkea mutta pieni, ruskea vanha
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sieni...

Dan DiSnraaly of the Priesthood of Raagoonshinnaah
studied the secret arts, the many books with the symbols, he
summoned the dpirit of Milou, and forth came the vigion of
SKaraboudjan.

Zhe only existing project anphoro comparable to
Pan. Thy. Monium, Karaboudjan delves in that &ide of nourself
that pou lack, and if pou have it, you are afraid of it.

Not without reason.

This i8 the July '97 version that mwas updated a ferw
monthg later and then gent to Relapse for release in the shape
of a small piece of sheer madness.

Gnjovable although the ene of Raagoonshinnaah matches
over me $till and I cannot betray it. Jeither i8 there a
reason,

KAZANIAN/SAMsAs TRaUM — DEMos 1996

Ihis was somerwhat more challenging. Two projects and
thus troo demos on one tape, neither of them being the typical
Rind of material one hears. Or at least that I hear. The
flyer saps “supreme morbid blackrave: Berman gothic in its
putest formé combined with orchesteal, epic and spmphonic
songs”. Of courde descriptions nicked from flpers are
guaranteedly subjective and thus far from always correct —
but here my ignorance benond metal music hinders me from
coming up with omwn descriptions that would be more
appropriate.

On gide A e bave Kaganian, then. Alex tells it i8
“the stories about the mothers of cries, tears and darkness,
who altogether are death”. It i8 calm, 8ad and quite
atmospheric musgic with vocals that are performed as a
theatrical narration, varping from mouenful to Desp . St

whether the music of Samsag Traum i8 worthy to accompany
the voice of this man? *

For $5, outside Gurope $6, nou do get quite a mouthful
and if the descriptions above do not gcare you I'd like to
recommend both Kazanian and Samsas Teaum. Interess
ting projects, both of them. Alex also does a jine called
QWintersonne.

Here in the end I roould like to advise Alex from gets
ting tid of hig nickname Perdurabo. You may be influenced
by Qromley but dtealing hig name ig over the top.

Laumé — Demo 1996

Gtefan of Kebatenad Productiond hagd made an intriguing
digcovery here, in the shape of Laumé who perform calm
Lithuanian folk-type music. This eight song thing lasts for
balf an bour and, to put things simple for once, I dig it
Ddeeply. It doesn’t sound like Dead Can Dance but 3D like
to 8ay that if pou are into the aforementioned band you should
like Laumé ag mwell. To state an example, one song — I
received no song titles and the biograpbhical information was
as sparse as the amount of people I get along with — has
only female vocalg and a clarinet. Other indtruments uged
are acoustic guitars, percussion and Repboards. It all Sounds
timeless, though, which means it sounds old. Which means
I am into this.

Which means you will buy it for $7 from Kéhatepas
Productions.

MENTALITY — ProMo TAPE 97

2 fucking violent, grinding death metal band with some mad
technical ideas and drunk kepboards — all performed with
confidence and skill... thig i a good band. Schizopbrenic.
The kepboard interruptions are interesting, of an almost
therionian Rind.

Zhig i8 a promo tape featuring four dongs from a forty
minute album they wish to find a label for. Tertainly a fist in
the eat for thoge rho considered Slovakia to be uninteresting
mben it comes to new music.

Rines, labels, distributors and radio stations are invited
to contact them for promotional packs, and es, this stuff is
tecommended by Davthos, Inc.

TMentality are also featured on the Slovak compilation
called Horrible Fascination, revierved at Home of the I, but
the troo gongs there are not of the ame quality ag thig promo.

3f pou are into bandg such ag Human Remains pou
should give Mortality a chance. Or... hey. I have it:
Guffocation + Therion = Mentality.

3 said thep were mabd.

NAGELFAR — JAGD DEMO 1997

A very appropriate logo. It desdcribes the music very rell.
Scheisse. The sound i8 not beautiful and the vocals are
borrible, some of the roorst heard for a long time. I suppose
Tander ig influenced by Barg BVikernes but mhere Barg's
howls of agonp are art, Tander's pathetic attempts are
embarrassing. e varies his vocals a lot and uses different
tyled: too bad most of them make me wigh this rwas an
instrumental band.

Zhe music does, actually, have some passages that are
ligtenable — such a8 the calm piano part with Jander's
humming in “Skoll8 Tagd” and one certain nifty eiff in “Racht
der Rache” — but I’ rather see Nagelfar record about three
mote demog before 3'd bother to listen to them again.

INo address can be found anymwbhere on the inlay card or
the biography and 3 suppose I wouldn’t have included it
either if T bad releaged this tape.

Zhose who find the lineg above promiging can however
tejoice since I found a flper with the address and price which
i3 $7.

NEcroroLis RisiING — THE EVERLASTING DEMo 1 '96

i$ all in Berman and since 3 personally am not overly in
love with this language, it did take a while to get uged to.
But I must say that I am starting to like this.

Zhen on side B we have Samsas Traum that stacts
with the guy having a soliloquay in dome sort of church,
judging by the acoustics. Was dagst du? Then mwe have
some gothic rock with blastbeats... Later on we hear a familiar
old man speaking who turns out to be good olde Aleister
Qromley. I like bis voice a [ot, he sounds ag innocent and
spmpatbetic ag he used to describe himself although the rest
of the world was of another opinion. But the question is

Bui Ehrig R. apologizes in bhis photocopied letter for
the production, or rather the lack of it, and T feel apologies
ate not entirely out of place. The sound i8 quite unstable in
places, ot i8 it their plaping ability that i8? Or perhaps both?
I am afraid I would vote for the lagt option. Peculiarly
enough, the sound seems to turn a little better as the tape
runs on — if this i8 because I am getting used to the sound
or gimply becauge the gound doeg get better, T don’t really
know. What I dislike most has however got to be the vocals
that are quite useless when they experiment when other styles
than gromwling — while when growling, they are acceptable.
Who does the vocals is a mpstern since only the guitarists,

SOTIGA,
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Ogyg»’s third am;};z;t demo.

Funereum are pretty scary.

oaec

MORPHIC

LANDS

Nowadays available on CD through Candlelight.

the bassist and the drummer i8 named.

“The Everlagting” i8 nothing I would recommend to
anpbody keen on investing his monen safely, pet I can still
vejoice it i8 neither crap black metal or some wannabe-dark
tranquillitidm, but more real death metal with a desire to
expetiment. 2And nes, among the nameless riffs e do have
gome hints saning this band could become something. After
troo mote demos, pethaps.

Gome of the Seven song titles are somerwbat queer, by
the map. One i8 called “10:20”; a gecond “Decadence 38",
while a thitd one i8 called “Goil Is...” and the mediocre
acoustic finale obens the title “...As Coil Does”.

NoaPTE MIHNEA — ADVANCE SORT OF THING

The third tape in line that I have received from this person
for teviemw in the very same igsue... and with each tape I
have algo received the request to ignore the previoug mate-
tial. In fact, a while after having received this one the guy
asked me to delete this one a8 well but that’s where 3 drero
the line.

3 don’t knomw if 3 am gupposed to gay this, but Teemok
the Turtlely finds all thege tapes to be somemwhat identical. I
am not very rell involoed within this genre, but the influence
M3.412 bas on Noapte Mibnea seems as perdistent ag
ever — anb although I can find that Masdchinenzimmer intes
testing, one band of their kind i8 enough for me.

hig five minute advance tape for a Silverdise to be
released by the Australian label of the name Dorobo could be
compated to the ound of an aeroplane flying at a constant
distance.

$or a simplesminded metalbead like myself, there are
too many projects of this kind. MI.412 mwas the fiest outfit
T heard, thug they remain the original for me; Balefor had
such a nice packaging that I remained positive, while Noapte
TMibnea's demos and advance tapes came in a tad too late in
line.

NoMINON — PROMO AUGUST ‘96

QWanbering about in London I asked a bloke with a BoiBVod
bt if he knerw some metal 8hop around, and we got talking
a little bit. Then he gave me the advice to have a listen at this
very two song promo ($5), being granted it i8 not typical late
1990’8 tralala metal.

Later I realized some of the names in the linesup were
familiar from a band called Dion Fortune who released a ferw
demos about three nears ago.

Kindly ignoring the tro somemwhat embarrassing
introbuctions folloring the concept of evil 8peech) respective
horoling 8heep — sorey, mwolves — Ilominon certainly are
into that “old, genuine Death DMetal” they refer to in their
autobiography, and do it trustworthly. I am into this,
certainly. The very first riff in "Conduming Divineness”
promiges we have travelled geveral pears back in time.

That BoiBod shist was a pirate one, nevertheless.

LAGA

OTYG — GALDERSANG TiLL BERGFADERN DEMO 1997

Ingenious. Just brilliant. This i8 the third balf an hour
demo 3 hear mwith these Purvepors of Fine Folk Metal and
the quality holds the same standard as ever.

The difference thig time i8 that the Inricd are included.
Having peeked (and listened) to a fer Iyrics eatlier I noticed
e do have some sRill here, but when reading the Iyrics to
"Baldersdng Till Bergfadern” while listening to the demo I
realize Otyg ate not only bloody good: they simply fucking
reign.

Not only are the Swedigh Iyrics rwell written, with a
vocabulary and thyme only matched by Bdlnad Ue Rymd (if
pou Rnomw others, I would be more than enthusiastic to hear
about them), but the best of all must be the ¢ t

Thig i a recording done in the end of 1896 to ee homw
the songs morked, rather than to be released upon mankind
as of pet.

Our Sod did not die...

pasgs nour Doom unto us unmworthy!

Requiem Laus — For THE ONEs WHo Diep bEmMo
1996

What first catches one’s attention on thig multicoloured demo
i8 the individual ray to fold the cover. Requiem Laus play
melodic, boomigh death metal witly boring 8olos. And I have
gome problems with band photos where 75% of the members
wear gunglagges. Two of them are damn ugly too. The
R —’I KRRk 3 mean.

which ig nothing but perfect.

The music ig brilliant folk music with distorted guitars,
a8 roell ag violin and Jen's harp. The [prics, read separately,
are most charming stoties told in an old tongue — and the
music and lyricé experienced together enbance the quality of
them both.

Suck 8bit what a fantastic band.

Pan.Tuy.Monium —

And again blood gushes in the veins of the Priesthood of
TRaagoonshinnaal), and again does their madness lead ours!
First, "Blind”. Second, "Dimension IV". Third, "Buen
the Crogg”. Fourth, "V".

Without Dan DiSyraah and without the lamenting
box of many voices, Pan.Thy. Monium ace more aggressive,
more 8traightformard — &till recognizable and although the
logg in D. ras considerable, there i8 8till madness in here.

One gong 3 enjoy pacticularly on this demo i8 “In
Demoriam of the Night” thanks to the fine main «iff. In
general thig demo doeg not quite appear to be my thing. It
belongs to this league of demos that are well plaed, have a
professional approach anb feature some good ideas but 8till
...they don’t quite pull it through. At least not here at the
Deadquartes of Dihs. There are some good vibes and
pleagant riffs but as a whole “For The Ones Who Died” is
quickly forgotten by this wicked, wicked revierver who ig me.

2l good attempt, though. $5 or, in cage nou [ike the
bemo a lot, you can buy five for $20.

SARCOMA — PRELUDIO DE MORTANDAD DEMO 1996/97

Zhe animal roar macks the end of the well performed acoustic
duction and the beginning of ”Srony’s Mire”, one of the

tro Engligl sung pieces on these five ong recording.
Gacrcoma’s brutal death metal i8 considerably better

S e <
Hmmm...

Sometimes one doesn’t really know what to
think. Well, usually the fate of us reviewers
is usually pretty logical. We praise a demo
and the band is all happy with us while others
think we lick their arse. We slag off a demo
and the band hates us while everybody else
think it’s fun. It is quite simple. Not always,
though.

See, in the last issue I slagged off the
demos of Enuresis and Idiosyncrasy pretty
down to the core. Then when the zine was
released I sent ph pies of the rather brutal
reviews to Bjarke, the guy who I had been in
touch with and who played in both bands.

He writes back: “Hallo Timo! Thanks a
lot for the great reviews — you fucking rule!
Your magazine is absolutely the coolest I've
read for years! Take care and keep up the
good work! Bjarke”

There is something fishy about this.

ged than ¢ tes Black Angel with their below
average black metal: a dity guitar sound and violent, ragping
pet deep vocals make sure this i8 death metal and not gome
Sroedish pop music.

Occagionallyy they tread on in a most doomy manner
and occagionally giving it a blast, both feel ag appropriate.
Hell yes, although not turning my wold upside dorn (it i8
already) Sarcoma have my guppott in their quest in bringing
back the Death to death metal...

$6 from either the band or Plasmdtica Disteo. The
latter algo accepts 35 Ske.

SIREN — THE CALLING... DEMO 1995

Qext demo, pleage!

SpazmosITY — THE FADING oF LiFE DEMO 1997

"Jto one could foresee that their musical evolvement would
take an expregion like thig.” This line from their biography
could be the bagis for a geveral tongue in cheek comments but
3l tey to conteol myself and be somemwbat reagonable ingtead.

3 know that inteobuction ras unnecessary but after
hundeeds of 8 S am starting to get a hard time mwbhen it

DEMONSTRATIONS
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comes to vary them.

QWhen a reviemwer i8 more concerned about the way be
i8 roriting the review than the actual demo, it i8 alarming.
But fear not, ladies and gentlemen, dogs and transgexual
rabbits, small red helicopters and kola krauzes, because with
the exception of that scream in the first song, this $4 demo is
not that bad.

Spagmosity do make some okay music in the melodic
death metal genre. Had only the sound been stronger, the
ginger mote experienced and things generally improved, then...
well? Then things would be better. I suppose.

g it ig noro, Spagmodity is like eating spaghetti without
sauce. And I mant meatball8 too. And [ots of spices and
gatlic and things.

STEEL — SOME SORT OF PROMOTIONAL RECORDING

TMan if this does not make pour moppemustasch grow then
pou’ve never heard heavy metal.

DMicke of Opeth and Dan Swand raige some bell and
thig hell i8 8o 808 and 8o German it i8 inceedible it has been
recorded in the woods of Sweden. Certainly the most authentic
retroproject 3 have heard. The vocals are nothing but
unbelievable.

Quite a laugh.

THINE — PROMO 97

Oooo. "Re-Animate the Masque” i$ as majestic as anything
elge I have heard by Thine (i.e. the "Tournens” cassette EP
in the record revier section). Again, tro gongs in eighteen
minutes.

During the last pear then bave horever turned a lot
trippier, meditative, surreal and roith a hypnotic bass line in
the end of the first song that ingerts hooRs in nou.

Get pour journen at Black Tears Distribution.

UNcHASTE — OF DARK JUNGLES BORN DEMO 1997

One smurf and one mumintroll impaled on the [ogo: these
are not nice gups, just ag the music shoro mwhen it starts
after the Gatye intro "This I Apan Robert”.

Zhe "Love Me Tender” cover is lovely.

DBut exactly what do nou mwant me to say really?

One of the better free demos I have received. IThis
ghould give an impression of the general demo standard.

Vacuum — CLiMBING MY Sky DEMO 1996

Gort of midspaced death metal with subtle kepboards. I do
not know why Type O Negative popped up in my head...
QRacuum don’t even sound like them. While waiting for
mote appropriate Dedcriptions on their music, we can have a
look at gome other Ddetails.

S bo not like the logo which gives me asdsociations to
the gort of tags Rids like to write on the walls. Other than
that, the lapout i8 good and imaginative. The cover shows
e Yotk being flooded — a picture I also samw in an
abvertigement in the nerspaper last pear.

Zhe Iyrics are melancholic (tey Prozac!) (if pou're a
wugg). The opening song has an interesting title: “Dead
Blorers’ Dreams”. Tust be something like “Oob, roby
Didn’t you mater me enough”. Hebe.

“@limbing My Sky” Bure i8 a recommended purchase.
3 mwould not like to gee them releage a €D vet, but as a demo
band these Qzechs Ddefinitelp deserve more attention —
unfortunately 3 do not Rnomw the price of the demo. 3 have
algo heard their “Promo Tape ‘95" which wag good. b,
one lagt comment on this "96 demo: the spnth in the backgro-
und of “Withering Awan” (during the narration) surely has
a familiar melody.

VARATHRON — SARMUTIUS PEGORUS PROMO ‘97

Pherw, I am very grateful for just in the lagt minute having
noticed six reviemws, including thig one, had vanished among
all the rubble. Luckily they were found among some old
papers 3 bad not pet thrown amay. Well, we have some
typing to do, let ug continue:

Bith an upbeat but somemwbhat standard — within the
QBarathron standard, that i8, which means good but not
notervorthy in their oron production — song of the name
"Zhe Brim Palace” this promo is opened.

" Spirit of the Tomb” i8, on the other hand, a captivating
ingtrumental piece managing to rige above the oceans of
attempts we have heard in this The Age of Atmospheric
Fntros, Songs and Compositions of Most Baried Quality.

But "The BVigion of a Nameless Soul” i8 what I

DEMONSTRATIONS

2his fine medieval symbol i8 fi d on the
likevige fine Droroned "Conquering the Azure”
demo 1995. Homwever, it ig not quite ag medies
val a8 it may at the ficst sight look. It reminds
a little about the gymbol to the right, uged by
Tobn Dee in the 17th century.

Zhe design above, homwever, mas drawn

by Gaman of Droroned and a friend of bis,
exclugivelty for the mentioned demo.

What ig mpsterious, however, i that this
very degign hag ended up not only on Dimmu
DBorgir merchandige as well as the Abnssos de
but €D.

Strange, don’t you think?

wigh to emphasize on this tape. In my opinion by far sur-
pasging "The Srim Palace”, this vision shores Varathron
at theit best. This half acoustic thing i8 not only uncomparable
to any other band’s material, but it i8 alo the most experi-
mental gong § can recall Barathron to have recorded. (Of
courde, my memory i8 not much to go by, but then, rbat is.
This parenthesis i8 a tppical example of unnecessary
patentheges. I8 that the correct plucal form of "parenthesis”?)

On the promo cover we see a dogen women do mwhat
they o best. With each other. Right.

Various — NEear Dark CompiLaTION VoOL. 1

Geldom do compilations interest me and even more geldbom
demo compilations. ZThe transsexual guinea pigs Kim and
Tobe at Tear Dark have managed to find a ferw interesting
tracks to this sampler but they are liRe... not that many.

2 Mind Confused interest me the most, but this song
i8 already on their decond demo. Beseech are faitly good and
with an outstanding sound quality but I am not ag hoeny on
this band as evernbody else seem to be. Well performed but
featuring nothing that reould catch my troigted interest.

The rest is either not interesting at all such as Withes
ting Surface or The Marble Jcon, or then having a horrible
gound quality such ag Thy Serpent, or then it just simply
sucks such as Cabaret For Bereaved. Tabaret For Bollocks,
3'd sav.

Among the bighlights 3 can mention the wind in the
acoustic introduction to the track by Nabash, it is completely
bilarious! A8 I see it, there are two possibilities...

O They must have an incredible sense of humoue, or
O They are a complete failure.

(Zick a box.)

No, this sampler mas not my thing at all. As a whole
T am aftaid it gucked prettyy congiderably. Trettio kronor or
five dollars.

WITHERING SuRFACE — UNIQUE DEMO 1995

Watch out guns, I am afraid this will be a revier that the
band will not cite in {beir bio... Jtot that Withering Surface
would be bad. Then aren’t really. But they are pretty damn
boting.

he atuff i8 mell played — except for the Renboards
that ate quite horrible and the clean vocals in “Ty Precious
Pearl” that give shivers dorwn my spine... and mind you,
these éhivers are not caused by pleagure!

Zhe occagional fine riffs that tuen up once in a while do
not manage to make “Unique” live up to its name. 3 just
feel evernthing i8 o perfectly predictable, it i8 just mogt typical
melodic death metal with slower passages and vocals that,
although being vacied, fail to impress on me. If the biography
i8 correct roben claiming thig demo to be “some of the most
ground breaRing heard in the death metal underground scene
for quite a robile”, then the situation in this scene i8 alarming.

Sorry folks, T am sure nou have capacity and probably
pour upcoming debut album mwill be a hit — but re at the
Deadquarters of Dihs are not into this $6 thing at all.

3 want gicker vibes,

WiTHouT GRIEF — FOREVER CLOSED DEMO 1996

Death metal with melody and shrieky vocals and very little
more. ot bad and actually even almost pleagant in places,
but just not mp thing at all. I cannot bother. I quit the
tevierw above ith the line “J ant sicker vibes” and let's
day it again, Sam: I want icker vibes.

Gran mwrote the other daty and sent a tape with gome
new promo songs. But I still want sicker vibes. Like
Human Remaing. Those gups knor what “gicker vibes”
are all about...

”Most critics would play music if they had the talent, so
do they have the right to criticize? Why can’t writers de-
scribe instead of criticize?”

Cuz we're pricks. More demo criticism, slaughter and

general ill treating at Home of the Ill as not everything fit here.
(Quote from ]. Plotkin in Wounded Magazine #7.)

MOLN
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Following the annual tradition of mine, I was
about to sit down and write the usual review on
“Like Gods of the Sun”, the most recent  full-length
of My Dying Bride. However, giving it a thought,
I found no reason to let the space restrictions of
the record review section fetter me, as it always
has. Knowing I would have more to say about this
very record than probably any other record mentio-
ned in this issue, I, instead to write a review, sat
down to write an essay.

o begin with, I want to point out that all objectivity i thug
Rilled. T have no interest wmhatgoever trying to remain
objective here — if 3 roould try 3 knor I would, in any cade,
eventually dlip into childigh enthusiasm and moronic
descriptions and thug making a fool of myself and especially
of mp “objective” view. Dail subjectivity and the death of a
coreect opinion. But go get the tazor blade, put out the lights
and put on the record o re can get started here.

People san the record preceding “Like Sobds of the Sun”
was called “The Angel And the Dark River”. Wag if? I
cannot remember. “2ike Sobds of the Sun” makes me fors
get most records around. Yet when picking up the previous
isgue I can read the revier rohere I described “The Angel
And the Dark River” to be a strong album — and now when
reallp giving it a thought, I do recall that album anbd also agree
with my oron opinion. ot quite reaching up to their best
releades, but a very good album for sure. The thing i8 just
that “Cike €obs” pisses on “The Angel”. I mean, in no
lack of tespect or anpthing, 3 8imply must étate that this ig
the cage. “Qike B30dg” i¢ a heavy fucker. And I do mean
heavy.

The production ig a trip back to their deadlier dans, being
voay mote brutal than itd predecesgor. 2And not only is the
gound good — mwhen songs like the fourth one tutn up there
{8 one loser just gouth off Stockholm roho tung out of breath.
Thig ghit i8 dark.

Another positive surprise is Aaron’s vocals that are
better than on “The ngel” mhere he Ddid some
experimentation that did not really gound bad once one mas
used to it, but the deeper vocals on “Like Sobs” are far more
convincing.

OF coutse e need to have the obligatory glance at the
[yrics a mell. 3 &till stay faithful to mp earlier words when
it comes to favorizing Aaron’s oldest yrics. But I suppode
it i8 natural.

WBhen folloming the evolution of almost any Iyricist, be
it Yaron’Stainthorpe or Piic Lagerkoist, from the eacliest
mature rotks to the latest: the earliest are often far more

VNDER

bramatic. During the nears the rriter steans aray from the
obvious into the abstract — from poutbful energy to mote
tefined, Subtle roans to express himself. This subtlety means
the lyrics may appeat mote genetal — anbd indeed, had the
Iprics to the “Like Eoda of the Sun” album been the first ones
S had seen of Aaron’s production, I rould Ddefinitely have
unberzated hig capacity. Please notice that I am talking
strictly from the vier of the beholder. Dig presdent Iyrics
obviously pleage him more but 3 a8 another person cannot
trangcend the subtlety... to the same extent a8 < unberstand
bis eatly rorks.

S unberstand he does not rant to write such lyrics all
his life ag he rorote in 1991-92, but those ate the ones 3
personally find more enthralling. RNot only because of the
more living language, but algo because of the past vatiety of
subjects.

3t was horoever positive to see not all Iyrics were about
his imaginary ot actual ot past or future gitlftiends — for
example “St Will Come” has no sucl references at all.

Another interesting piece is “For You”. Thig id the first
evet Iyric, ag far I can remember, that could bave been roritten
in a completely troubleftee situation: the main line i8 the
closing “Qou are heaven sent”. This Inric performed by My
Dring Bride hag an interesting effect. The music and the
vocals manage to turn the words upside doron — theit
meaning i8 teverded. TWhat used to be the whitest innocence
i8 nor revealed ag the bitterest arcasm... Perhaps it is only
my old mind that did this, but I find it interesting all the same.

But then, teying to sum thig up, i8 there any problem
at all with thig nicely laid out hour packed in black? Gure
there ig.

The previously mentioned “It Will Come” i8 a song
3 roigl rould not have been featured at all. St bas little, if
any, of that fine flom the other Songs can boast with, just as
the problem was with “Your Shameful $Heaven” from "The
Angel And the Dark River”.

3 v foreed to putchage the digipak version where there
i$ the bonus piece “Jt Will Come (Rightmare)”. “What did
theyy 8moke when then did that gong?”, my friend wondered
upon heating it. What i8 peculiar i8 that this freaked out,
mabd tesmix of “3t Will Come” by far surpasses the origis
nal vergion! Pechaps this tells something about the song
itgelf?

3f somebodr lets himself be fooled by the blue butterfly
on the cover, expecting this record to be gomething light-meight
— then be bag migged the darfness that Surrounds the ingect.

Tay the bride keep on dying... Like Rancid Soup jine
ashed in a philogophical My Dping Bride article geveral
yeard back, in life we would not love her half as much, would
we? So die whore die die die!

news
continued from page forty-one

In the beginning of June Katatonia played a gig in Vasters, Sweden, with Opel-Micke on vocals,
as he has been doing some vocals for them on some recordings. Itis said to have been a night of
muja muja... at least this hired growler banged his head hard enough to feel old.

Katatonia and Opeth are planning a European tour soonish, with respective vocalists this
time, in case you wonder. There might even be an American branch to it, but that seems as un-
certain for the moment as the release of Dths #2.

1f anybody of you would, by the way, happen to visit Skirholmen someday, don't miss
the famous junk market. This very same Micke we have been talking about, "Recordfinder Ge-
neral”, found "Paint the Picture” by Fantasy there for $4 from some retard. According to Ste-
fan at Mellotronen record shop in Stockholm, this very same LP is worth from $600 to $800. And
yes, | did count the zeros there.

Seeing that the news column in D# | was about the only readable article in that issue,
you perhaps remember the Centinex vs. Wild Rags hassle mentioned there. We have some new
stories here. When printing "Malleus Maleficarum”, problems turned up, with the result of the-
lassic Osmose Impaled Nazarene/Profanatica 7" case. Several copies of this Centinex (D has the
music of Sacrilegium from Poland ("Sleeptime”, in case you have heard it and wish to know what
the hell it is) and vice versa.

— Richard/Wild Rags Records promised Centinex to destroy all the misprinted D5,
bassman Martin explains, but now it seems that so did not happen! Discs from the first edition
are out on the market and free copies have been sent out to magatines, etc!

Misprinted copies should be returned to Wild Rags to be replaced by the real ones. In
case you would not be sure if you have the offcial version, it has the running time of 35.36 minu-
tes. On the cover it reads WRR-043 and on the compact disc WRR-060 (this is supposed to be
the “official” version).

1f anybody remembers M.OM. zine #1 from 1994 | am pleased to announce the recent
release of the long awaited second coming. A 52 page affair in A5, the biggest difference to the
debut i the name change from Minstrel of Mourning to Manifesto of Moonstruck. High quality
interviews with Necrosis, Strigaskor No. 42, Esoteric and more, blended with reviews written with
the heart rather than with the head which makes them a more interesting read than the usual
review horror. One of the few drawbacks is the featured artwork which is by far too old, some of
them having made their first appearances in zines in 1893 and 1894, making me quite embar-
rassed as I'd rather let them be buried by time and ust. Other than that, most recommended,
although | have been warned #3 will be The Thing.

We talked about Occultus Productions in our last issue. After a long break S. Culto Cu-
us showed a life sign but this sign does not appear to include the aforementioned mail order
service. Instead, the man has put up Epoch Productions, and the news ist for autumn 1897 in-
cludes apart from expensive movies oddities such as  mini-massager for $12 and a sold out pen
set. And how about this: "Try our dietary supplement of fruit juice concentrate and botanical
extracts. $35.” Can | get one bottle for review?

The dark death metal band Sectarium from Cuba has one member less these days. Franto
Paul, the man in question, got in touch with me in the end of |896. | never heard from him again
after that, instead, three months later a man called Abel writes. "I'm Abel and | play guitar in
Sectarium, 2 band that you probably know thro my friend Franto. Well, I've very bad news for
you. Franto was murdered last January 12 (12:44 2.m.) by robbers, it was a great shock for us.”

According to Abel, Sectarium were planning to enter the studio for a debut recording in
February, but i the end of June Abel tells the studio had problems with a computer (somewhat
familiar things for the Dths Deadquarters YES) and no recordings had yet been done.

The ethnic solo project of Franto, called Spiritus, did some recordings before january 12th
and those will apparently be released by Shiver Records fairly soon. from what | gathered, it
seemed a project worth attention.

Regarding Franto Paul, Memorial Concerts featuring the bands Tendencia, Leus, Com-
bat Noise and Agonizer were held for him both in February and March, the latter in his hometown.
If anybody knows Franto's current residence please tell him to contact me. | would like to doan
interview.

Rocking Hard at Hultsfred Festival ‘96

Fig. 1
Thanks, bro.

PHOTOS BY VANDA, THANKS TO ARIOCH

Fig. 2
Now let’s
play, o yea.

OF THE BLACK SUN
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IN THA UMBRA

"Nocturnal
H ymus of
Pure Death Metal”

In tha Umbra. I reccived a flyer from Tribal
Productions in Portugal and this band and their
tape "Of the Singing Dusk... Mystic Charms, A
Funeral Sky And the Withering Light” appeared
to be my thing. Perhaps. "Pure death metal with
a dark and macabre funeral feel” — that is the
kind of death metal I like.

Zhe actual music, and demonstration cassette ag well, ig
naturally more thoroughly commented on page 55 whereag
bere I ould [ike to get on mwith this conversation with our
nem friends.

Fucking hail, Bruno — hor are things dorn in the hu-
mid mastes of Cstombar?

— Dail, quite surprisingly it has been humid dorn here
lately, but usually it i8 rather dey and hot. Estombar ig not
only in the south of Gurope...

Dave Rotten once called Spain the arse of Curope and
in that cage 3 guppode you are part of the same butt?

— ...but it i8 al8o in the south of Portugal, Algarve.
3 think evernthing i pretty roell O.K., thank pou.

You were formed in the winter of the Year of
MCMXCVL... that mas not very long ago. Still there ig a
maturity in pour music that makes me believe that if the bis-
toryy 3n tha Umbea i not longer than it actually ig, then thig
i8 not your firgt death metal project. Are my assumptions
cotrect, or are these my words only illusions created by a
delirious mind?

— es, pour agsumptions are correct. e and
drummer Jodo started our first band in '88. It ras called
Gepulchral and releaged a demo "Memories From the Dark”
in ‘89, being one of the very first death metal bands in Pors
tugal. 3n '91 we formed Bomwelrot after Sepulchral split up.
Borwelrot i8 a death/grind/gore band now in a hibernating
process.

— Last pear along with Scott and Bob re formed In
tha Umbra, which i8 the project 3'm nomw involved 100%. I
algo have mp Solo project At Ivorn Boughs mhich ig
something like fast and melodic black metal, and 3 also have
a mote spmphonic/atmospheric project with Golo Amon-Ra
called Lucretia’s Nether Love.

3 did not Rnor there were dan srands in Portugal.
But how bhave people approached pou rohen they are introduced
to your proud Death Detal mentality — do they for thig rea-
gon greet pou as loudly as mpself, or do they take the
suspicious attitude of today’s young bons who are not quite
sure if it i8 “according to the rules of black metal” to regpect
death metal?

Or could it actually be that thig over-gaturation of black
metal bandg evernmwhere gives In tha Umbra a chance to differ
from the masses? Qould this be a positive aspect?

— Ansmwering to your first question, we've had some
strange approaches, like some people aning "You call it death
metal but it 8ounds more like black metal”.

That i8 just because they have forgotten not only black
metal, but algo death metal, could be dark. Should be.

— ...3 personally don’t gee such a difference betreen
"pute” death and black metal, but annone i free to have their
omwn opinions. What T mean with "pure”, it ig dark death
metal, with a real death metal feeling. T think black and death
metal will almang be bonded by blood anpmay. About the
oversaturation of black metal being a chance for ug, maybe,
but that's not our path. We play the metal of death for our
pleagure... J've been plaping death metal all my life, and I
keep plaping it because it ig in my blood... it ig my life...
Deat ig my Life!

Right.  The Iyrics on pour demo bearing the
dopbisticated title “Of the Singing Dugk .. Myétic Charms,
a Funeral Sky And the Withering Light” are rather poetical.
Cspecially “Blooming Wolf's Bane Scent” is a most
thorough traverde into the adventures of a hunter...

MMy guess is that pou find Iyrics to be more than
“gomething that has to be written” — perhaps pou enjoy
oriting [yrics ag much a8 pou enjoy creating music? But let
ug assume that if In the Umbra mould ceage to exist next rweek
and pou roould not stact another musical project: rould pou
then keep on rriting Iyrics?

— QWell, 3 don't see nrics as a message or something,
but if 3 have to rrite [yrics, I try and do a proper job. I do

enjoy writing and I do it all the time... My Iyrics ave like
drelling atound a theme and create a frame for the mugic, and
in my bands, mugic and Iyrics are bonded by the same fees
ling. The demo title for instance, i8 the concept as much for
out [ytics as for our music, abding just Death "hergelf” as
a major ingpitation. Yes, I mould definitely keep on roriting
Iprics.

By the may, do you alwans walk about without a ghirt?
Pay us a vigit in Stockholm now in January and you'll gee
homw fun it i8 to tun about half naked up hete, hehebe...

— o, 3 don't. But let me tell nou this... try and ralk
bere in Algarve all dressed up in the Summer, and you'll find

3 bave described nour guitar Sound to be raw ag the
meat of a recently butchered poung mother... do pou pethaps
agree?

— Des I do, and that's the ray it was meant to be.
Do not expect those extra polighed, clear and ”beautiful”
guitars in 3n tha Umbea!

Although I nomw after geveral ligtenings am starting to
like the gound that i8 quite extreme, 3 am not gure mbhether
pou meant to have thig sound. What do nou think about the
guitar sound today? I8 it domething that you il only fine
tune a little but generally keep, or do you find it to be too over
the top?

Personally I wouldn’t mind if you kept it, only
Ddeveloping it a little of course. I bave after all almans thought
it definitely sounds acceptable in general, it i8 only in the
pasgsages rhere no other instruments are heard that it felt a
little uneasgy.

— 33 still [ike the guitar Sound, although I think it could
be a bit better. Sn the future roell otk on it. Our next opus
will have a similar guitar Sound, extreme and rarw, onlty we’ll
tep and develop it.

Symbolically pou bail Golo Amon-Ra as a fifth
member, but be i8 still presented as a guest appearance.
Pethaps nou wish him to become a member but he has other
projects be prefers?

With the exception of the wind sound in the end of
“Blooming Wolf's Bane Scent” which I find as cliché as
unnecessary, 3 really enjoy the kepboards throughout the
demo. 3'D like pou to knomw that I have alwang been a [ittle
reluctant toroards kepboards but this nour friend boes it rell.

On the other hand, although nou gound good with these
Repboards, gongs such as “The Smwan” prove that Renboards
are not a must. Most of the time this song does not have
Renboards but it does not sound worse because of that.

— Golo Amon.Rd planed bass in Sepulchral and
Bowelrot, and 8o be knorws what we want for the Repboard
lines, and he knows our music, $o it fits just fine... He's
bad musical formation in theoey and piano 8o he's not a
beginner, he understands music from different points of view.

— 3 algo agree with pou that the kenboards are not
necessary to our music and that's why mwe can play live
without kepboards and still don’t fuck our songs. I also think
it sounds mwell if propeclty used here and there. We don’t need
a permanent Renboard player ag if roe had one, he mould be
most of the time $taring at us,

Although I certainly like pour Neanderthal growl I
bave mentioned that the vocal arcangements are not almayg
very fascinating in mp opinion. Perhaps some more
experimentation would not hurt — after all one can vary one’s
vocal8 even mwhen concentrating on the [ower notes. What
o nou think about this? Would you like to kick my butt for
dating to comment your vocals?

Sn any cage T am most happy that you do not uge the
ab 8o typical Dark Tranquillity Rind of vocals that everybody
use these daps, be it black metal or death metal or whateper...
3 find this very unimaginative. Perbaps nou agree with me,
geeing that nou prefer to concentrate on gromwling rather than
screeching? Of coutse, occasional screeches create an effective
contrast to the lomw vocals.

— 3 am the first to acknorledge that the vocals are too
much the same throughout the demo, and that i8 something
to wotk out in the future for sure. I didn’t know horo the
vocals rould sound until it was recorded, but nomw I have a
bagis to otk on. In our new songs it i8 already a bit diffe-
rent. 3'Il keep the gromling style, and add a more throatlike
vox and algo some screeching touches here and there.

Having digcussed mine and pour feelings on your demo
— bomw bave other people commented it? You appear to be
fairly contented, but can you ghare with us gome of the
opinions pou have heard? The most usual praise and the most
usual complaint? "

— Zhe commentg on our Demo have been quite
wonderful, and I must say that I'm flattered by most of the

HIMMELENS
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Bruuo J.S, Correia
17vice and Enchanting Guitar Wrath

Bengghted Thunder Bass

Seott Bob $5.J. Sueijers
Funebre Guitar Craft

Joiao Viarques
Sombre Drumming Blood

comments. The most usual praise i8 to the band as a whole
and ome of the riffs. Also the Iyrics have been highly praiged.
People have complained about the guitar dound and the vocald
being a tad monotonous. 3'm faitly bappy with the revienss
and opinions on "Of the Singing Dusk..."!

3 see that you have one Bob Sneijers in the band, who
obviously i8 either Dutch or Belgian. What the hell i8 be
doing in Estombar, really?

— DBob H.J. Sneijers is Dutch and e lives in Lagoa,
which i about four Rilometres amay from Cstombar. He lives
in Portugal since about 13 pears ago, as his father orns a
big hot-house mwhere be sells flomers, trees and all Rinds of
plants (not carnivore plants unfortunately!). Bob is doing a
sine called "Tecrological” bedide plaping in In tha Umbra.
2And big grand father was Belgian!

Seems like had a good guess, then. You sap pou are
rorking on ner material that “overshadoms” pour demo
gongg “completely”... hom? What makes them better? And
where will these songs end up — on another demo? I hope
20, because although 3 find you to be a very promiging band,
3 mwould not like to hear a full length album with you pet.

— Zhe ongs in the demo are somemwbhat old... it was
roritten even befote mwe formed the band, go it i8 less structured
than the stuff me're rriting nomw.
Zechnically, vocally and melodicallywise our
nemw gongs are a lot better. Some finighed
titles are "Flomwers For a Funeral”, “Hag...
Dartkening Passionate Rapture”, "Leanans
Shide”, "Desdcend Supreme Sunset”, "If
Zhou Wouldst Shadorw e (Lucretia Has
Dreamt of Death)”.

3 bo like those titles.

— Qe atill don’t knomw rbere it mwill
these songs end up, but once again I agree
with pou that it i8 not time yet for an album.
The demo, the ar it ended up, is the perfect
basis for us to develop our sound, and we're
working our agses out in otder to create
gomething memorable, to shred supreme!!
Be sure that if it doesn’t come as we expect
it to, e won't release it, and instead use it
to leatn and create Something better.

2And those couple of 8horws pou mentios
ned, how have they been? Were they in
Gstombar, and mwere they successful?

— Until nor all of our shors have
been quite successful, and a [ot of people
wete amaged mwith our performance!! The
first shom roas here in Algarve and the last
one occurred in the 318t January in Lisbon,
in Brog’8 party for their album pregentation,
and it was simply brilliant. The place was
crorded, the Sound roas great and we shred!!

Gxcellent. Zalking about Estombar,
3 must only hasten to ask pou about the
others banbds there... “Homw i8 the scene
around there?”, a8 the cladsic 3ine question
goes like! 38 it good, or Do you wish pou
lived somembete elge?

Dou ate only the second Portugallian
band S afh in contact with, $o 3 thought I'd

BLA.

inquire a little about the bands dorwn there... I bave an old
3ine in front of me + ot actually it belongs to some compilation
tape that 3 never heard. I'd like to hear what you have got
to day about bandsg such as Th thot, Scum, Thornado,
Silent Scream, Dinosaur and Bactherion. The only band
3 know something about ig the last one which evolved into
Filii Nigrantium Infernalium and algo included a b

uninteresting. About Filii Nigrantium Infernalium, I think
pou knor them. @ood Portuguese stuff are Srog, Sortilege,
Sortuta, Decaned, Firstborn Eoil and a fero more... the cest
i8 ceap!!

2Und one final thing — can you tell us a little more about
the adventures pou ate having with the Policia Jubicidria in
Portugal? Arrestd have been mabde of stamp recnclers, ign’'t

from Dorbid Sod (that became Dloonspell).

— Zalking about Cstombar, I must say it i8 a very
gmall place... About 5000 people live here, and we and our
projects are the [ocal cene. In Algarve there are only about
ten bands planing “metal”, Sortilege and Teasanna Satanna
being the best ones, 3 think. There i8 a band cloge by, called
Snbuman rith a €D out and a new deal with a big label here,
but 3 bon’t congider them “metal” for their attitude and theit
Repboard driven "poppy death (?!) metal ?!)” — Death to
falge metal!!

— We for sure like living bere, it i8 quiet and in the
summer there are a lot of chicks around here, Algarve being
a huge touristic center.

— About the bands pou asked, Thormenthor are vern
technical death metal with strong Boivod influences, and the
reét of the bandé no longer exist, and mere all very

that 8o?

— TBell, 3'm not personally involved, but some people
S Rnow mere intimated and interrogated. One guy I knoro
babd to pay a fee of more ot lesg 2000 dollars. 3 don’t Rnorw
about foreign people using "recncled” stampg bhaving
problems, but with thig €.C.C. thing I think evernone should
be careful...

S uppose thig ras all for this cold evening! Thank you
for pour time, Bruno. Fuck a corpse tonight...

— Zhank you for this interesting intervierv... be true
to your feelings and remember... only Death i8 reall! True
metal or no metal at all!! I might...

Yes, what?

P.S. A deal has been signed, a recording bas been
finighed and an advance bas been reviered.

JF Thou Wouldjt Shadow Wie
(Lucretia Has Dreamt of Death)

Ob dark enchantress retribution is sweet
Solemn funerary dreams of death
Tremble Lucretia through thy slumber
And seduee to that dreaming armmageddon

Black Lilith art thee in pact with Death?
To madden nty humble self with thy beauty
And bunt me across Hades
Bitter are thy kisses, darker than black

Fall from grace in pleasured sodonties
Of ramance and mortal wounds to bleed
Shadow me
Cleanse away my sun
Thine am 1 in thy dreants of Death

Prowud reaper in enchanting sorcery
Lead the shadows across the skies
In a dream of night eternal
If thow wonldst shadow me

For I am Death, 1 am the shadows
If thou wouldst shadow me through night eternal

To thee siren of dark desires
A desire in blood and sembre semen
Semen of limbo and all ebbing forms
In black forms Lilith Lacretia in Death

Art thee in pact with Death, Lucretia whore?
Beantiful siren to madden my humble self
Hunted 1 am across Hades
Darker and darker thy kisses taste of Death

Proud reaper in grim forms enchanting

Acrass the skies leading the shadows

And I descend for night eternal again
If thou wouldst shadow me

For I'm nocturnal, | am Death
1Y be eternal if thou wouldst shadow me

IN THA UMBRA
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In minds that refuse to accept everything
without questioning, there may be
questions about existence itself. The over-
ruminated (by cows especially) question
"The Meaning of Life” will not be
brought up here simply because it brings
the author of this article strong nausea:
the meaning of life has never been
anything but to live it, and thus there is
nothing to ponder about.
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3f this atticle nor happens to lide torards that question
it i8 unintentional and we must ask pou to ignore it to
gpare us from embarragdment. The thoughts on work
bere are not the easiest to grasp for a foggy head but re
Do try to keep the most chaotic Sentences, questions and
pseubo-conclusions unber control. Tonight, mwe mwill not
talk about the meaning of life but the meaning of deatl).
Gr... or something in that vein. Whatever.

QYou may be reading these lines and nou map
congider thig very moment real. OK. What i8 real? The
image, the concept created by combining all your genses
— pou feel the paper betroeen nour fingertips, nou may
smell the ink, nou See the lines. And the room rhere pou
8it. Perhaps also the blood in nour mouth. This i8 your
"reality”. Homw does the reality of the perdon sitting
beside ook [iRe? You can never tell, you only have to
trust pour sendes.

QWhatever you may do, rwhatever nou may think, all
pour reality i8 based on life. Cvernthing around you ig
based on life, in one rap or the other. You do not have
to be in unbearable pain ot gailing the seas of a psnchosis
to become intetested in "the bepond”. Of course, the
latter i8 a plug. The former a8 well. But do not interrupt
us!

Gince there are no definite andmwers to be found in
life, only agsumptions and guesses, you may wish to ook
benond life itgelf. 2And there we find death, Jgnoring
the most amusing fairptales, death i§ Supposed to be a
"nothing”. Femw people have been benond the border to
return and teport to ug mwbhat it i8 like, robich makes
asgumptions [ike the one mentioned in the last gentence
a little comical.

3t does, horever, appear fairly obvious that it ig
bard to do a trip into death and then return to actually
have learnt gomething from the ledgon. Could e let
somebody else tun the errand? Sure e can. NRot that
the victim could tell ug much about robat he or she found,
but at [east e can feel contented at having amounted to
gomething. We suppose that taking somebody else’s life
i8 the clogest one can get to death mithout actually dying
oneself.

Besides, "it isn't murder, it's just belated abortion.
Kill 8omeone.”" Ch. Cxactly.

Wht not have a cloder ook at a ferv people who not
only talked the talk but also mwalked the walk... Let us
avoid the usual heroes such ag Dabmer and take troo leds
knoron examples instead.

3f we are being professional, a8 Kola Krauze
probably wishes us to be, this first cage? i8 not a matter
of murder, but of killing. The result i8 pretty much the
same, 80 I am aftaid Kola Krauge will have to endure
ug not bothering to Separate these troo acts vern much.

One Evening in the Mid-Eighties

The man, preferring the pgeudonnm of Stig, had tun into
gome trouble in his relationship. There had been argu-
ment8, for hor long, we do not quite knorv, but bhe felt
be had often enough ignored the problems by mworking
overtime. Zhis very Friday evening he had bought wine

t oo
and flomwers, it would be a cosy night. The to kids mere f - murder ( m3:d8) » 1. the unlawful
at their grandparents’. IJlomw e would dee a cody Fris . premeditated kill ]'ng of one human being

dan night roith delicious food and, I assume, candlelight.

Having prepared some rarm sandmwiches, Stig dat
dorn by the Ritchen table, thinking mhat he rould sap
to big mwife when she would tuen up. He did not have to
think for long before he heard the Rey in the door. She

by another
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stepped into the Ritchen, ralRed up to him and said:

— TWe must divorce. I can’t take this anpmore
and 3 have found another man!

3 do not knoro who drank the mwine but I have a
faitly sure impression that ghe didn't get to taste vern
much of it. Stig tries to recall that Friday night more
than ten pears ago:

— 3 cannot quite remember rhat happened. But
I must have taken the Ritchen knife and then she lied
there, holding her stomach and Screaming I was mabd.
Zhen I samw all the blood. I got the impression that she
bad tun into the knife, but that ras not the case. I must
have stabbed her. One single stab anbd then she died in
front of my enes, before the ambulance arrived.

Stig tells that he still feels thig immenge guilt, and
roill feel it all bis [ife:

— 3 vobbebd the mother from my children and from
my parents-in-lar their daughter, as well as many lost
their friend and gome their rorkmate.

QWhat fageinateg me i8 that with not one single rord

[] the

in the rather extensive interviem in the nerwspaper does
he mention that he would miss the person be Rilled, the
same mife that he had bought wine and florvers to. This
means that he either feels too strongly about this to even
mention it, or then they indeed had run into trouble in
their marriage...

He sans that although he may occasionally have a
hot temper, he never knew something like thig could
happen. Tobay, Stig i8 still aftaid of getting engaged in
longer relationshipg ag be still fears that dark half deep
within himaelf, a half he does not dare to touch. Would
probably be a pain in the butt to "happen” to Stab ans
other partner.

One Morning Eighty Years Ago

Our second cage® i8 a little more intricate. While in the
cage of Stig it mas a matter of a completely
unintentional, unexpected deed, the case of Censt August
Wagner mas it complete opposite.

$He rad born in 1874 in Ludigsburg, Germany,
and did mwell in dchool. Among the [ess relevant facts i8
that he almans tended to wear pellorw shoes. He married
the roaitregs Anna, hom he horvever Secretly despised
for her lack of education and countrpside manners.
QRagner became a teacher with ambitions to al8o become
a guccessful author. INobody homwever Seemed to
appreciate hig bombastic dramag about ancient Rome or
Setusalem, nobody understood hig genius ...to use this
roord in ité most subjective sense. Misunderstood and
planning a revenge, Genst August Wagner had already
purchaded a revolver shortly after tarting bhig career ag
a teacher. "For many a pear he had lied sleepless bess
ide bis mife, mocked by her contented breathing. He was
never as abanbdoned as when the others in the house
dlept...”

Around five o'clock, September 4th in 1913.
Grnst August Wagner ig thirtysnine pears old and getd
up from bed. Withy repeated stabs in the stomach and
throat, he Kill8 his ife. The troo sons and troo daughters
teceive the same treatment from their loving father. He
covers the bobdies, mashes hid hands, dregdes and taked
the bike mwith a large Suitcage featuring three guns witl
ammunition. He rides from Degerloch to Stuttgart
where he leaves the bike and travels to Ludigsburg.
After a sandmwich, he pans a visit to hig brothet’s family.
They talk about the summer vacation and the kids, and
be i8 given a nemw ghirt a8 big predent one i8 a little
seatn., But we are not quite finished here pet.

TWagner, who by the map admired the music of

MVLL I

Richard Wagner to a great extent (to uch an extent that
sharing the surname gave him even greater pressure to
accompligh Something), Steps on the train, Spending bis
time roriting letters. He adviges bis sister in Berlin to
"take poigon” and ag the UN A-bomber of tobay, gends
troo manifests to nerogpapers: “To WMy People” and "To
the Readers”. He also sends hig handbrvritten
autobiography to a couple of people.

Qlround eleven o’clock in the night, Genst August
QBagner stands on the bills outside Miihlhaugen. Mass
Red in his dead mife’s veil, he puts four barns on fire and
8hoots at evernbody he sees. Trenty people had the
misfortune to meet this our hero, of which nine die. Hig
8core end$ up on fourteen dead.

He missed at least one who mas included in hig
plans, namely himself. e died trentyfive nears and
several unsuccessful suicide attempts later a natural
death. He claimed the reason for his raid to be that of
pitty torards bis mwife and children — be did not mwish
them to live a [ife a8 empty and meaningless as bhis orn.

[ood

Homw considerate, masdn't it.

"TWhen seeing photographies of Crnst Wagner
before anbd after the murbers of 1913, one i8 steuck by
the fact that he actually looks relieved, a8 if a great bue-
den bhad been taken off big shoulders or that he had been
cured from a disease; the plump face of a countepside
teacher has acquired the pure features of a self-aggertive
man of action. He looks healthier, calmer.”

Conclusion?

38 there much to conclude? There are no ansers to be
found, there never i8, and I have forgotten rhat the oris
ginal intention of this article was, but the fact remaing
that the only deed comparable to give bicth to a life i8 to
quench it.

...Er, or gomething equally as philogopbical and
deep. Hm. o T must finish the demo revier lapout.

NOTES

1. As expressed by a member of the orchestra by the name
Cryptopsy in Headfucker Magazine #3, 1996.

2. "Han Bir P2 Skuld For Resten av Livet”, article in Da-
gens Nyheter by T. Lerner, June 4th, 1997.

3.  "Skolla Wagner Och Ondskan”, article in Dagens Ny-
heter by P. Landin, January 8th, 1997.
4. Ibid.

I Love the Dead

[B. Ezrin/A. Cooper]

1 love the dead before they're cold,
They’re bluing flesh for me to hold.
Cadaver eyes upon me see nothing.
I love the dead before they rise,
No farewells, no goodbyes.

I never even knew your rotting face.
While friends and lovers mourn your silly grave,
I have other uses for you, Darling.

I love the dead,

I love the dead, yeah.

A Small Incident in La Corufa

2o kill a person does not require more than a tempotary
blackout. The ame goes for killing thirty persons at the
supermatket. Well, I am not teping to unbderrate the
tragedy — or braveness, depending on the point of view,
behehe — but only took these up as examples.

But how i8 it to actually lock up one’s daughter in
a cellar for forty pears? In the beginning of February
thig kind of cage became knoron in £a Coruia, Spain.
A moman habd been Rept “in a dark hole” by her mother
anbd relatives since she rvas four pears old.

Zhe 44 year old woman ras found when domebody
came to 8ee her aging mother but then heard a “peculiar
tohining” from the nearby launbdry house. When found,
the almost blind moman rwas taken to hospital, according
to the nerwspaper Dagens Nnbeter.

A faicly interesting story. 3 think the cruelty surs
passes pretty much most one has heard about. Cven if
the stories about our dear Grszébet Bathory were true:
bedpite torturing 8ix hundred maidens to death, she took
good care of her oron daughters and son.

What makes a mother hide her oron daugbhter forty
pears in a bloody pit? Suggestions?

Killed By Death

[1. Kilminster/M. Burston]

If you squeeze my lizard

I'll put my snake on you

I'm a romantic adventure
And I'm a reptile too

But it don’t make no difference
‘cos I ain’t gonna be casy, easy
the only time I'm easy’s when I'm
Killed by death
Killed by death
Killed by death
Killed by death

I'm a lone wolf ligger
But I ain’t no pretty boy
I'm a backbone shiver
and I'm a bundle of joy

But it don’t make no difference
‘cos I ain’t gonna be easy, easy
the only time I'm easy’s when I'm
Killed by death
Killed by death
Killed by death
Killed by death

ALL THE BLOOD



IANVARIVS 1848

ot : dudtun®

DAATH

"THE ONLY GOOD REASON TO INTERVIEW MATTILA IS

IsTEN, BUT MATTILA DOES NOT EQUAL ISTEN.”

NEVERTHELESS.
MEET DonN QUIXOTE AND SANCHO PANZA.

Saip MATTILA.

Mikko MATTILA AND HIS ARMOUR-BEARER ]ANNE SARNA.

3n a wap I find it complicated to intervier pou. I have
the impression that nou, as the result of being considered
to be an editor of great mwit, will automatically have — at
leadt be expected to have — Something mwitty to 8ay asd a
reply to evern question.

Like that intervierv in Imbotep, where nou and Fanne
teuly fuck the poor Roy Kristensen to pieces, I can’t help
feeling a little 8otry) for the man... After all, the questions
tete enthusiastic and redpecting: did be really degerve to
be treated that ray?

Of coutse, b pou fuck 8 up, be it in
a cage like the one cited ot in Jsten, there i8 no reason to
take it seriously. A8 I see it, people should have the same
Ddistance to pour roritings a8 you bave to nourdelf, And
since I am God, pou’d better agree.

Janne: — Jsten i8 not a mirror, it'8 more [ike a
black hole.

Mikko: — A8 are, in fact, human beings Sometimes.
Or bo pou automaticallyy respect evernone who respects
nou? Gver heard of unrequited love and [ust, or murderous
bate at first sight... etdiddIpdoodlycetera?

Admittedlsy.

— 3n default of evidence that proves othertise, we
are all worthleds. How much do I owe nou, what do I
dederve... Let’s face it, e only matter to ourdelves. We
create out oron bastard world orders and expect evernbody
anbd evernthing to fit in nicely in the little 8lot8 re've ins
vented for them. Jt'8 derious shit, this. People should
have no distance whatdoever to our rritings. There i8
enough distance a8 it i8. So fuck you, Mr Sod. I mean
that only in the biblical 8ense, of course.

Zhank pou.

Do nou sometimes feel nou wear a mask? That you
bave, through nour intricate mritings and entangled pons
derings and generally uneasdy and in a way perhaps un-
comfortable stple — made yourself a mask? Something
that pou no more can take off, because nobody rould anty.
ay undetstand nou had done 8o, having understood that
what nou say or do i8 never obvious.

Do pou ever feel as if nou were only pretending?
Jorw I am not teferring to Jason Borgeson’s line featus
red in Madchen, sSomebor it not eeming as if he had quite
caught the drift... wbat he takes for pretence i8 actually the
most honest part in Isten! Zhat not even the pretence i8
wbhat one first might think it to be, namely pretence!

Back to Mikko. Do nou ever feel you would be mas
king things too complicated for pourself, for no reagon? J
am nour psnchologist, please do not try to get up — just
lay there, clode youe enes and tell me how pou feel...

38 gimplicity to be envied?

Mikko: — YPeah? Manbe. IWhat thingd? Pretens
ce i8 death, right? Complexity, simplicity — rhere does
one end and make mway for the other? What if it'8 unnas
tutal for me to be natural? TWhat does being natural mean
anymay? I8 this really happening or did I just get lost
in a Woody Allen movie?

There are rorse Rind of movies to get lodt in...

Tanne: — Spare us, roe're just simple heaoty me-

Kb

ISTEN

tallers. Why don’t pou ask Something mote mundane o
3 could answer "Heaon metal i8 my way and doomsday
i8 mp name dap”?

Mikko: — Yes, it'd be a pleasure to quote Dave
Qatlo, for example. Like "Why am I altwans in a mood
[ike thig/J don’t knor, ain’t no psnchiateist” or “3'm not
a8 poung as I used to be/But J'IL 8till be thrashing at a
bunbdeed and three (you'll See)”.

— QWe've delved thig very question with Madchen,
of course. Somervhat [es8 pretentiously if I man add...
bheh. Zhe teuth i8 that I don’t have a clue. Do I envy
people who put out 8bit zines and feel alright about it all?
Jto 3 don't. Do I sometimes make things too complicas
ted for mpself? OFf course 3 bo. But about the mask...
mapbe 3 should rather say it's masks in the plural form
— 3 wouldn’t knot the real me even if he punched me in
the epe some fine morning when I balf-accidentally [ook
in the mirror. But Isten does contain all facets of life,
80 pes, pretence i8 also a factor. I am no Natanael,

Pretence i8 interedting, one can find it in oneself at
the [east expected moments. But interesting ig also doubt.

“I could imagine that a human being who

But although doubt can drive one completely mad, is not
had to guard something precious and
vulnerable might roll through life, rude and  J S

round as an old green wine cask with heavy
hoops: the refinement of his shame would
want it that way. A man whose sense of shame
has some profundity encounters his destinies

and delicate decisions, too, on paths which

few ever reach and of whose mere existence his closest
intimates must not know: his mortal danger is concealed
from their eyes, and so is his regained sureness of life. Such
a concealed man who instinctively needs speech for silence
and for burial in silence and who is inexhaustible in his
evasion of communication, wants and sees to it that a mask
of him roams in his place through the hearts and heads of
his friends. And supposing he did not want it, he would still
realize some day that in spite of that a mask of him is there
— and rhar this is well. Every profound spirit needs a mask:
even more, around every profound spirit a mask is growing
continually, owing to the constantly false, namely shallow,
interpretation of every word, every step, every sign of life
he gives.”

Beyond Good And Evil, Ch. 40

doubt bealthy? "Convictions are more dangerous enemies
of teuth than lies”, said Jtietsdche. Ot i8 it better to truly
believe in something, without doubt? Balancing on a pair
of 8cales i8 not quite a8 comfortable. 3t i8 unstable, and
one mat fall and huet oneself.

But perhaps it i8 with doubt as it i8 with evernthing
— nothing should be taken too far. But then, who knors
mbere to dramw the line... — here we have Doubt pet again!

Mikko: — A ot of things should be taken too far and
beponDd, robere the rest shouldn’t be taken ant length at all.
31’8 just like the Finnish dancepop starlet rannabe Miis
sa sang, "Il or nothing at all!”. For ber it roas the lats
ter, but let's See horo it goed with Linda Brava. Believe
like an angel and doubt [ike the devil, if ever you can.
Zhazs what 3 sap. Interestingly, I just heard from our
friend Robert Hovg after a fer silent months and be told
me that his magagine Battle of Bemwitchment i8 now num-

bered mith the dead and that bhe's got tired of Satanigm,
too. QAfter having revealed this, he went on to citate Berts
tand Russell: "The whole problem with the world i8 that
fool8 and fanatics are almwans so certain of themselves, but
mwiger people are 8o full of doubtd”. He’s got Something
there, don't you think?

Perhaps.

— 3'd love to find some ideology that'd make my [ife
complete, but 3'm afraid Il have to Settle with tiny bits
and pieces. Such ag mr favourite Bukoroski citation (from
"$Hug the Dark”): "There i no god, there are no politics,
thete i8 no peace, there i8 no love, there i8 no control, the-
te i8 no plan. Stay arvay from god. Remain digturbed.
Slibe.”

3 bave 8lided for 8o long, now I want to ascend!

DBut let us now leave the pseudosintellectuality to the
favour of your nerwborn. I expect Madchen to be too ins
accessible for everal people who mwill complain about it
being boring in its compact shape. Well, while reading it
3 al8o did think about the absence of breaks in the text—
except for the subtle chapter8 — but in the end, this does
not bother me at all.

DMiaidehen i8 like a book, and thoge complaining about
it being boring are people who rould rather read comics
than books. Hail Donald Duck, I read it continuously
from 1982 until 1986 rwbhen the subscription 8adly bad
to be cancelled for economical reasons, but I don’t mwant
my Jsten to be Donald Duck.

Qou certainly were arare of the dangers in this pro-
ject, but what encouraged you to fulfil it? And where did
pou get the idea to predent the contents in this, in mr opis
nion, ingenious shape?

Janne: — Dangers? Disappointed! Timo, seems
[ike nou'te not as far removed from the D Delankol X
school of "rapid changes scares ug a bit” editing as we
thought...

DMikko: — Well, there are obviously different schools
on this. Our method i8 Solely dcientific and practical: idea
generation and screening, concept development, marketing
strategy, business analysis, product development, , test
matReting.

— Zhe sea e sail knoros no shore. Where did e
get the ibea? TWhere do ideas nest? Wish I knew — I'd
cettainly go there more often. A8 for Madchen, the teuth
i8 that the ideas had been there (floating) for some time als
ready, dince #7 came out I think, and now it just dtars
ted happening. e mwent along. Perdonally, I guess I
mwas curious. 2And faitly sure nobobdy else would do it.
Zherefore it had to be us, it had to be norw,

In my opinion Midchen 18 nothing leds but a revo-
lution in the entire higtory of fangines. 3 find it incredis
ble to make such a dramatic move that pou have done in
the rar the i8sue i8 edited — anbd get arvay with it... not
only getting aray tith it, but making it a bull’s epe.

JBhat ig pour opinion on the final product? - Dibd it
end up as pou had planned?

Mikko: — 3 love her. She's daring, defiant and in
sidious. Looks good, too.
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Sanne: — Despite her fero birthmarks, she’s truly
beautiful. 3f nou just think hor significant a role happens
stance plaps in your [ife, nou'll realige how useless it is
to fight it with plans. Madchen, just like all the other is
Bued of Isten, i8 benond mortal control. e made er but
8be created us. When a publication i 13 years old [ike
Jsten nou can expest it to be mature enough to do certain
things on it8 oron without constant guidance. Cvernthing
bappened 8o naturally that 3'd say Madchen pretty much
rote hergelf.

3f e now link Miidchen to the previous igsues... I
mwould [ike pou to compare pour feelingd upon the release
of Dadchen mwith pour feelings when (The Return of the)
Dark Lord and #7 rere released. Were nou mote cons
tented roben these respective igsues turned up?

Mikko: — After "Cold Lake”, Tom &. Warrior
Said about the picture on the back cover that one picture
can’t represent a band [ike Celtic Frost entively — all the
pictures on all the records are a pugsle, together then give
a picture of Celtic Frost. Maybe there's no denning that
Tadeben i8 our boldest venture o far in Some wans, but
8till it'8 just one piece in our pugle. I don’t think mp
feelings were drastically different, I asn’t more or [ess
nervous than before, but my usual post-releas
e Depression mwas a little heavier this time.

— O, and by the wan, it's got nothing
to do with horo satisfied I am with the idsue
in question. ctually, Kola was joking a rwhile
back that 3 am kind of like a mebdiaeval peas
sant rooman: permanently pregnant. I just
expect to be able to run headlong into the next
project mith no periods of transition whatsoe
ver, but it alrans bitd me Some time or the oth-
er. 3t'8 a small price to pay though.

Qou knor my opinion, ot rather opinions
on both #7 and Dark Lord. #7 appeated to
me tather predictable, even average but only
within the Jsten realm; while Dark Lord had
a [ot more Sutpriges but there I was almost
fearing Isten roould end up as serious as the
average tabloid paper... the concept of which
the iggue ridiculed. I admired the hilarious
#7B, Playing With Fire, ad much ag I gries
ve it now that I cannot find it anywhere, but
when the entire magagine started turning too
7Bish I dtarted to midd #6 again.

But DMadchen, this little gitlie thing, has resestablis,
hed mhat I did 8o much enjon in that norv legendary #6!
Jntelligent, in-depth and pet with that humour — subtle
bumout, but that subtility onlty abdg 8pice to it. The only
thing 3 wish to see blatant in Isten i8 itd complexity.

What i8 Mikko thinking about these descriptions and
ponderings?

DMikko: — Personally I think you're slightly overs
rating To Hell And Back. Despite being proud of the
issue, I still remember what it a8 like rervriting all tho-
de esdan-type intervierv quedtions (hi Luxi!) in order to abd
gome dtructure to the proceedings, and I can tell pou I'm
not too fond of thoge memories. I had an overdose of mas
terial in my hands (8ome of it average stuff) and there ere
too many people involved, too. It's only after that igsue
that we Started getting a true team together — the crero
that mabe #6 never felt quite right.

— 3 want 3sten to have the subtlety of thunder and
the blatant "takesno-prisoners” bdiscourtesy of darkness.
Ttot just one ot the other, it's got to be both. Straightfor
mward and twisted, simple pet complex. 2 bit [ike god, res
ally.

— QWhen it comes to #7B and its availability, I've
only got thig much to san: 8o far there haven't been any
concrete negotiations, but we're hoping for a Second edis
tion of evernbody’s favourite pamphlet of fire and frolics
to come out through Wild Rags in the not too distant fur
tute. &o Richard, if pou'te teading this...

Tanne: — Playing With Fire belongs to the entire
unbderground scene! 3t i8 the unbderground scene! Copy
it ag much as pou like but don't bother us with nour res
quests.

|3 mas not requesting annthing, besides, I did find
my copy not ...eller hur Rostén?|

DMiidehen i8 aldo more Sophisticated and not only ins
telligent but al8o more intellectual than any of your previ

MVN

ous igdues: will nou ¢ this j into philosopbi

cal meanderings, including the somerbat, eb, adapted
Jietzsche citations, or was this only a temporary tendens
?

Zhe philosophizing i8 nothing ner, already #5 bad
it8 early share of philogophy ("Gvery god has his dap”),
but it obviously goes in waves... was the Setiousness and
intellectuality of Médchen as temporary a8 the 7Bishness
of Dark Lord?

Janne: — "Temporary”? Wit this choice of word,
ate pou trning to imply that we are flicting with trends?
Jsten whirls like a wind vane alright, but the winds are
all our oron.

3 masn’t digcussing mweather.

DMikko: — I would have to disagree with nour nos
tion of Madchen being significantly more intellectual than
it8 predecegors. Much as I'd [ike to abstain from san.
ing this, the relative cheapness, 8o to 8peak, of (The He-
tuen of the) Dark Lord was mere camouflage — all the
ingredients that Isten i3 made of were in there. You
mentioning that "7Bishneds” suggests that manbe nou
baven’t fully discovered some of the darker twists unders
Iying the whole Dark Lord concept. The more bittersweet

bues of it8 character have their [inks to the Sinister editos
rial of Isten #6, too. And the rohole of Dark Lord, its
seeming[y didjointed nature and all, i8 every bit as thoughts
out a8 Madchen, for example. It'8 aldo just a8 much of
an exercige of “a lar unto it8elf” thinking ag Cold Lake
or Mdchen or whatever.

et me just interfere that I never denied all the in
gredients oere there: Some were only more obvious than
others. And in Dark Lord the 7Bishness wasd more pres
valent than in Midchen.

— Jsten i8 like a spoon in the cup full of coffee that
i8 the univerde. We, let's call us the guardians of the
dpoon, hold that glimmering object, keep it 8tanding mo-
nolithically, prevent it from touching the brim of the cup
(and as alwans, "Why?” i8 an ansdmwer in itdelf). There
are manbe millions of tiny bubbles floating on the sutfas
ce, and there's no way of telling rbich ones are going to
stick to the spoon and which ones will drift amay. IThere
are forces at play here that are much too great for human
unbderdtand to compeehend, let alone control.

— Jten i8 not an experiment — at least not to any
greater extent than the universe itgelf i8 an experiment, that
i8.

Zhe back cover dan that Madchen mwas the first part
of the Headmwind trilogh, in their time to be follorved by
Zwin Gister and Tormentor. It would be of natural cus
riogity to ask mote about this trilogy, but since I know I
would not tell much if I were you, I will not agk about
this...

...Gxcept for whether nou will stick to the shape of
Madchen? Or would revealing this be to remove some of
the mpstern? Perhaps I myself don’t want to hear the
angrer. 3l leave it up to pou: andmwer if you please.

Tanne: — Wrapping up future projects in hrouds
of mpstert) i8 for people who lack selfsconfidence.

3'd rather say it i8 for people who have noticed that
telling the title of one’s upcoming i88ue on the Snternet

makes it only end up being "borrorved” by distributions
from Gundsoall indtead.

— 3D love to tell nou that we'll intervierw Agathos
daimon, Dee Snider and The Great Kat but as they san,
timing i8 evernthing. Right now there’s nothing to tell for
Zwin Sisdter i8 merely a gleam in our epes. And the clis
mate being rbat it i8, there i8 a bit of uncertainty as to
robere and oo to tuen to. This i8 roughly the Spot where
most gine editord rould resort to getting in touch roith
Giinther of Ancient Rites.

Qes, an interviero rith him easily fill up an entie iddue.

Mikko: — We knotw better than that of courde. Sos
mething great i8 bound to come up. Alwans has, alwans
will. A8 for the shape, it's kind of hard to explain what it
will be like. Both accessible and perplexing, old and nemw.
98 familiar a8 a ghadow in the dark and a8 bijarre as a
calm summer night. Gven though I already knor how
certain pages will look [ike, all I can really sap i8 that
Zrvin Sister will be lovely, but an identical troin 8he’s not.
3t'8 not our intention to be Secretive o create any abdis
tional 8mokescreens. The mystery i8 for real, you knomw.
othing that we can san could ever make it dissolve. The
muystety, the confusion, i8 what gives Isten it force. It's
what gives my life what little meaning it has.
3t'8 my religion, it's my politics, my god. It's
strange... 3've been an agnostic since 3 can
remember, pet Isten’s all about dealing rwith
pure unadulterated magic — every [ast ounce
of it, all 8tages of the process. ZThis feeling has
only got stronger with each issue.

3 recently mentioned Contrabiction rithin
brackets but noro 3 thought I rould expand the
topic and throw the bracket8 arwap, I feel it
deserves better. Since our good friend in o
gue tight nor, Friedrich, roas cited briefly in
Médehen, I thought e could bring him in the
digcugsion as roell.

”...but..." was the citation pou featured.
QA8 absurd a8 it appears, and although this vern
wotd has been chopped from it8 connection by
vou into a 8lightly ner meaning in itself, it
sums bis thoughts up vern well. Contradiction
i8 what we are talking about.

You have sometimes in the zine mentios
ned that people do not alwans understand hat
nou mean — robetber nou [ike the revierved item very much,
ot mwhether you consider it to be rubbigh. ThHis ambiguity
man end up if not in real contradiction, then at least an
apparent one ...notw I must tush to the point before 3 loge
the thread.

38 contradiction, controversy necessarily bad?

Zhere i8 plenty of apparent (or autbentic) contradics
tions found in Mietzdche’s rritings, and this i8 one of the
reagons why 3 find this author so intriguing. You it and
ponbder about it: indtead of just sroallowing and accepting
evernthing as if it was pour mother giving nou dinner on
a plate. Jietzdche hailed indtinctive and irrational thin,
king because the mworld i8 irrational.

"Only the shallorv knomw themselves”, like it sans in
Jsten #7. You wish to bear the actual question? I am
not sure if there i8 one.

QRell: are nou afraid of the contradictory elements in
Jdten or do nou see them as a strength?

Mikko: — First off, fuck TMietzsche. o buts.

DBut buts rule.

TSanne: — Secondly, the world ig not irrational, man
i8. Zrying to explain the miracle of being with all kinds
of theories that are built on hollor ground i8 just pathetic.
TBhy don’t nou tey explaining black holes with the chaos
theorn? Gnough conteadiction for nou?

3 roould not mind to look at black holes, these fascis
nating phenomena, on the basis of astrophysics. Unfor,
tunately 3 mwas never too good in physics at school, and
3 aldo slipped behind in mathematics. So no black holes
for me... but Rbaooohs to reach self-actualization: nes. he
boles 3 must leave to Carroll or Harwking.

Mikko: — What do you mean with the contradictos
ty elements in Jdten dpecifically? What's ambiguity got
to do rith contradiction?

3f you do not knomw if a thing i8 A or B, O or 1, +
ot -, each other's opposites — it i8 controvergial. Ambi.
guous. Fairly ambig, sorey, obvious to me. Turn page.
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— Zhere mwould not be any reason to be the [east va-
gue when reviemwing a masterpiece [ike the first Metal
@hurch opus for example, but in my humble opinion, just
becauge a record’s boring doesn’t mean that the teview
8hould be boring a8 mell. 3f we can offer intrigue, re're
offering GOD! J$n’t that a Substantial competitive abvans
tage? Jlaaab, re're only talking about extremely ferv ex-
ceptions here. I mwould sap our reviervs are mostly vern
direct and eady to understand, but not totally without lins
gering depths or toom for realization.

Let ud nor return one pear back in time, to Cold
Lake. 3 have hardly heard any comments at all on thig
pampblet, thug I must agk nou hor the general regponse
bhas been? Seeing that I personally am fond of this cold
but refresing lake, I knor rhat I [ike in it and why.

Because of thig I would rather [ike to ask what the
major complaints have been? Or have there been any coms
plaints at all?

DMikko: — o complaints at all. T hardly ever get
to hear any negative comments about Jsten, anpmway.
Wity Cold Lake it's only nomw that it's daroning on people
that it i8 actually a publication. TMost people appatently
thought the thing in Dark Lord mas a photo reportage of
one of our ice fishing trips. QU picture i8 worth a thous.
and... neab right.

3 cannot avoid mentioning that Francig Bacon line
pou once tecited. "The job of the artist i8 alwaps to dees
pen the mpstern”, after which pou enthusiastically mabde a
reference to the font 8ize used in the first igsue of Davthvs.
Jnteresting point of view, thanks... In a wap this cons
nects perfectly to the original ideology I have in D. alts
bhough the font Size was Something I mas forced to ude.

DBut to consciously deepen a mpstery... instead of lets
ting it grow deep by itself. I8 that real? 38 that honest?
3f roe nomw detach from the profession of an editor — to
not sound amfully pretentious for a change — and look at
the artist, the painter instead: he paints sSomething. The
redult i8, for once, perfect. Then after a while he [ooks at
it again, and a thought strikes him. 38 it8 content too
obvious? He has left a piece of himself therein, something
that i8 precious to him ...8omething that he does not rwant
to cream out to evern pagdersby. Thus he picks up the
brush again to make the image more messy. Obscure.
Harber to interpret.

3In a mway, the question could be "Does the artist have
endless right to manipulate big oron creations?”. Conde-
quently, the ansroer could, perhaps even ghould, be obis
ous.

... But...? :

TFanne: — Would not it be great if Leonardo da
QBinci returned one night to paint Dona Liga black and
roeote “Pleage concentrate” on the wall next to it? The trou-
ble i8 that modern artists just tend to paint it black straight
aroap 8o the levels are only for them to ee. Case in point,

CMIL
QInd robat i8 your favourite end of the world, Mikko?
— (8ue ge lebti, tomppeli! Hely.)

RECORDINGS
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A lack of criticism? A tendency towards fanatic praise? Subjective, unserious, irrational,
undeservedly muddled reviews? A critic is supposed to express his thoughts with pinpoint
accuracy, pointing at the flaws of a product — in this case a record — or lifting up its good
points. Always supposedly objective and righteous.

To hell with critics, I am not a critic, I do not review products, I write about music...
music is my religion and is not religion the father of fanaticism?

Here records get smashed or immortalized in a completely unscientifical manner, de-
pending on the mood of the moment, or, hopefully but not guaranteedly, the qualitics of

the recording...

Enter my church! Entrance $9,90 plus church tax.

ABsu — THE THIRD FuckiNG STORM OF CYTHRAUL
osmose pmductiom

Shit. This is impressive. And I o not just sap this for the heck
of it becauge this 8hit i# fucking impreégive and with that I mean
impressive. Fucking intense.

"Bloody excellent!”, ig what I mwrote about “The Sun of
Ziphareth” in the previous igsue. 3t was a majestic album that
3 still bail with the same sincerity ag before. Despite songs like
"Gwords And Leather” ot especially, gasp!, “A Magician's
Lapis Lazuli”, I am $till not quite Sure whether this record reaches
the same beights ag "The Sun of Tiphareth”.

Zhis i8 because of the shattered overall impression: things
like the twice too long inteo, the tmo and thus too numeroug “re
bearsal place song endings” and the balf hearted acoustic attempts
o nothing but dilute. Had they been skipped, "The Third Storm
of @ntheaul” would have been so much stronger. And like several
reviems alreaby bave remarked, the production ig not entirely
convincing.

But even with these complaints of mine, it is 8till an
inceedible album.

Assu — Tue Goip Torgues oF Uraip
advance soundtrack cut

3f 3 am going mab it ig neither due to Absu nor the fact that mp
progtams sadistically collapge every three minutes, But mind
pou, the latter may have a certain influence.

Qowbon Cquitant told me Absu are going to partake in the
Soundteack to some film called "GSummo” together with bands duch
as Slaper and Swordmaster.

"The Bold Torques of Ulaid” ig a short blast of three minu-
tes and forty-nine Seconds. I must admit that although sSounding

everp minute. The length i8 not a problem on "Spiritech”.

Zhe problems are of a different kind. The probuction ig
getting too smooth here. What i$ gained with the clean Sound
mwhen it comes to the light, trippy parts of the music, i8 lost when
the overall impression gets tidied up ag well. The rougher, more
alive gound of "€unasphere” i8 a lot more to my liking. As if I
bad not mocked productions of thig kind enough already... jag ar
ben obotlige baRdtstrdvaren, sap what pou will.

Another thing I dislike on "Spiritech” i8 that our favou-
tite lunatics from ussieland have started experimenting a little
too much with dynthetic beats and the likes. I have enjoned all
the experiments 8o far, perhaps with the exception of the somes
what numerous intros on the debut that dilute it a little and give
a too comical character to the good record. But the famous counter
guitars, the Hare Krighna inclinations on "Lunasphere”, I
enjoned them all... as [ong as we won’t have to hear any flirtations
to the loathg8ome bigcobeats one i8 Surrounded by in these
loathgome mobern daps... have I made my point clear?

Well then we can proceed the good sides of “Spiritech”.
3t ig an amegome recotd although due to reagoné mentioned above
it boes not quite reach) the excellence of "Lunasphere”. 3 can tell
that on that very Monbday I received this one, I listened to it all
bay, perhaps six or Seven times in a row. When then Iping in
the bed amaiting the enteance of the Tuesbay, I found myself eager
to listen to "Gpiritech” once again. Should tell omething about
my telation to the record.

This reviemw i8 growing into one of thode ridiculously long
essans of bollocks I am for some teagon 8o fond of generating,
but 3 still want to mention the trippy acoustic padéages, the overall
surreality that 3 find here. Alchemist, Pan. Ty Monium, Jings
lagded, Devil DolL... is there annthing rweeter than madness in
music? Close pour enes... and forget nour name... step oiitsibe

gelf... and let pour thoughts drain... ag pou go ingane...

good, it required § listenings before 3 definitely could,
gort of, grasp the dong. 3t just tended to pass by ag background
music.

Notice the past tenge.

ALCHEMIST — SPIRITECH
shock records

QAbgu, Alchemiét... an opening the record reviemw ection in true
®tbs teabition. low let ug plunge into ”Gpmte(b” a one bour
g turning t

pitij into pour parap . 8q
butning.

Records reaching sixty minutes are becoming common, it
seems. 3n the eighties the length of an £P put Some restrictions
on the music but it also Saved us from much unnecessary trash.
Pretentious bollocks by people who think a mediocre gong can be
improved by simply extending its length.

A& you could expect me to san — I bate to be predictable
but gometimes one just can’t help it, not if Alchemist, Absu or
the likes are in question 3 am afraid — "Spiritech” degerves ité

9

ingane...

ARCANA — LIZABETH
mini cd: cold meat industry

He whose words have no sound, he whose mind i8 built of sand,
be who caregses the mallg with hig tongue, he who rrited thede
lines, hig empty self finds a kin in Lizabeth. Sing unto me, sis-
tet.

Asues — DeatH Has Mape Its Car
necropolis

5'& 3t means bad [uck for Aghes that T am going to reviemw their
record now. I am everely pissed off. Fifteen minutes after
baving bought a ner camera I ingigted to break it. I am fucking
mongoloid. Whatever I touch breaks into my hands,

QAshes do predent pretty clagdn — bdifferent in any cage —
tiffg with a most personal tinge but the performance i poor.
Habdn’t I been in touch with two of the members I roould call the
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guitacists outright lousy, noro 3 will be content calling the singer
lougy. Hig steained shrieks do sound weak, as if his voice i8 about
to break (just like my camera) any moment: unfortunately it never
breakg but keepd on ragping...

Bhat however bothers me most about this recording is the
lack of precigion. 3 know I am the man who alwans enthuges
about untight drummers (7) but these ongs cectainly Sound badly
rehearded.

%o pout galt in the mound anbd Reep complaining, the visual
8ide i8 pretty horrible. o have the same logo ag Sepultura ag
well ag inglamark groceries (read: Casablanca Antique) i8 not
a goob stact, anbd the rest of the lanout i8 nof a good enbding.

But Aghes do have a different concept to their music and
Despite this rather sulphurous review I'Il label them as "Watch
‘em, could become Something”. Qlreadn having demigod
Doutning in their tanks should prevent them from fading into
nobodyness...

BARATHRUM — EERIE
nazgil's eyrie productions

The debut “Hailstorm” was a sixty minute something. Don't
exactly knomw what, but it resembled a [ot about a joke. Overdiss
torted vocalg, a constant slow pace and a peculiar mixing of the
#tring indtruments. Stipposed to have a drummer using human
bones anbd a string Section ing of three bagsists, a ref

to Barathrum as a gimmick band i¢ cloge at hand. INo matter
bhow "cult” some people may call them,

g for the more recent “Gerie”, I referred it to a friend of
mine as “at least listenable” on contrary to the debut. Having
heatd a ong ot two he mondered “You said this was listenable?”.
QWBell, ebh pes, kind of. I think.

Yes, I actually think so, I suppose. Cven if the vocals
ghould have been given the same improvement ag the rest of the
music and production, “Woon Calls” i8 not only of an individual
but al8o pleagant character. Apparently Demonos has turned hig
complete lack of talent into Something worthrobile after all.

Sf nou call thig album pute excrement I can understand
pour view but still I must admit it does have a charm and... well
pes, I am kind of hooked. I think.

@all me a retard but thig sort of completelp brainbead
musickness appeals to me everny now and then. Then one can of
coursde ponder whether 65 full minutes really are necessary to
bring forth the message of mai D J

BeTHZAIDA — NINE WORLDS
season of mist

André contacted me and introbuced me to the music of thig
Rormwegian act that for a welcome change i8 not black metal.
QWell, it i8 not far from it, but I would See it more experimental
than that. 9 mixtute of death, black, ome flute and otber things.

Some songs, like “Divid ", have most plendibd riffs.
Unfortunatelyy guch momentd appear onlp in Some bighlights on
“Tine Worlds”, the album remaining fairly anonpmous in its
entitety. ot quite pulling it theough. But to return to things I
like, we bave the vocal arrangement on “Damwn (Part 11)” which
i8 very fluent in the fast passages. 3 also like it when singer Lars
goes a little bit higher in the end of the lines. Qes, we do have
potential. ZThe flute passages are alwans appropriate and not
featured just for the sake of it.

Still, 3 think 3 would have liked a mini D with Bethy
jaida more, because the fer thoroughly enjopable 8ongé dromwn
among the others. 28 said, this i8 still a tad too anonymous and
not capable of catching my full intecest.

BiFROST — PAGAN REALITY
nazgil’s eyrie productions

Only after numerous patient listenings am 3 starting to find this
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record somemwbat appealing but the musgic i8 still far too
anonpmousg to me and the vocals of Hammerbeart are 8till too
much like 8houting that I would care much about “Pagan Reals
ity”. The étyle of Bifrost i8 not vern general but 8till, strange
a8 it may sound, it sounds anonpmous and ...genetal to me. The
clean vocal# with the loud echo in the lagt Song are outright

ing but give an ple of opp chatacteristics, the ong
“Battleloed Odinn (Father of Bictories)” startd in a pleagant
manner. But not even this piece manages to Reep my interest
theoughout the entire gong.

< would have expected more from Bifrost.

Brutar TrutH — Trenp Kiir Suicioe
mini cd: relapse records

3 never bheard their previous opus and its name bag escaped me
ag well. This new one never really) interested me too much. I
liked the claggic debut “Gxtreme Conditions Demand Txtreme
Responges” but after having received “Trend Kill Suicide” I as-
Red Tightbutt Teff at Relapge not to Send me any more releages.
Why care about tired bands such ag Brutal Truth when we have
such a8 Mueber Corporation? Fresh blood.

Burzum — BALDERs Dep
misanthropy records

Here we have the new Burgum album, the follomaup to “the last
Burgum album ‘Filoofem'”. Al digital, non metal. And, I feel
tempted to gap, not Burgum either... But perbaps I will leave
this tedious "Burgum ot TNot?"'+digcussion to more digputatively
entbusiastic individuals.

Gxpectationg? tone. Conclusions? Some.

The main conclusion deals, a8 supposed, with the music.
Thege melancholic, 8adly computerized but nevertheless skilled
threnodies of apathy and emptiness show that the perdon who was
one of thode to introduce ambient music for the black metal 8cene
i8 8till among the leading ones. Ascetic, simple, stripped of
unnecessary bollocks. Qeb, another one of those "3 Dig This
Shit” Rind of reviems.

And charming primitividtic artwotk, don’t you think? Fun
bow lack of talent — or tather in this cage congcious naivistic style
— can be $o effective. Somebobdy please rorite an article about
this, the subject fagcinates me.

CapuciTy — WHIRLER OF FATE
shiver records

RNow this was an invigorating piece of metal. Technical, most
inbividual deatly metal performed with clags, and a fine producs
tion — only the vocalg appear to be a little too loud in the mix.
es, the vocals are porvetful enough to urvive a lower mix.

Ihig fortr-five minute adoentute, theit decond in line but
first to reach mine ears, surelp gives us a reagon to étart thinking
rohether rve should dig up those $16 we robbed from that little giel
e stabbed last meek.

The music here i8 technical, as daid, but it never gets
incomprehensible enough to gcare me — and the complete lack of
hints towards ann kind of Dark Tranquillity influences definitely
makeg me want to marey the band.

2nd 8o do songs like, e, the one that Sounds o good —
3 do have the teack listing but 3 don't quite knom where the
redpective gong8 start ot end. 3 am talking about the second or,
[egg probably, thied piece in any cage.

@abducity simply do their orn fucking thing. I cannot quite
get an dicect agdociations, with the exception of the deep vocals,
the bigh shrieks of which makes me think about Chrig Barnes on
"Zhe Bleeding”. ot a bad point at all, in cade nou are in doubt,
Runt.

The lyrics are said to be tather trippp and I suppose that
i# teue, if songs such a8 "Beneath, In Hig Benighted Dwellings,

[AG

the Paramount Sheieks With Laughtee” live up to their titles.
Tusically, thep do.

CENTINEX — REFLECTIONS
emanzipation productions

3 just love these lads. I have mwritten quite a fero enthusiastic
teviervs on theit matecial by now anbd theee ig [ittle for me to abdd,
except for that thig i8 death metal the real Swebdish wap. Per-
formed with confidence, quality and clags. And violence.

othing but teue growling death horls and... well, pou get
the picture. Are there no complaints at all? Of coutse there ate.
Qnb in thig case it i8 obvious, 3 have mentioned it often enough
— get tid of that gobbamn deum machine... quite well program-
med, pes, but I would rather bave a babdly progeammed musgician
than a well programmed machine.

CinTeceLe Diavorur — THE DEeviL's SonGs
dark dungeon music

3 bo think these songs about the vampire Bukodlak deserve more
than being listed just a8 another probuct marketed by Wortiis,
SInc. The silverdige version ($19.50) features the material from
the original 10” version a8 well as three newer hymns. Birth.
bates January '96 vs. October '96. This Datk Dungeon 1000
copy ebition of "The Devil’'s Songs” was supposed to be re-
igsued by Cold Meat last pear.

Although the early material, such ag "Webdbding of the
Dead”, a tune nou could well go whistling amay, i8 most pleasant
to mine ears, I feel I bo prefer the pounger songs. The two
fengthy "Dungeons of Horror” and especially the peculiarly
entitled "One Soul Less for the Devil” are utterly monotonous
anbd... to uge one of my favourite words these dans: subtle. The
latter appatently features an aged Bukodlak talking, whispering,
coughing anbd triumpbhantly explaint thing 3 cannot quite
unberstand... but willingly ligten to. 3t i8 clode at hand to think
about Diamanbda Galds anbd her wheesing on "Saint of the Pit”.

By the way, now 3 finally recognize the gun on the cover...

THEe CorfINsHAKERs — Dracuta Has RiseN From THE GRAVE
seven inch: primitive art records

“QRe'te talking about evil, we're talking about evil, re’te talking
about Eoffinghakers messin’ around in Nasghville...” The Cofs
finghaRers are the nemwest digcoversy of Primitive Aet: the most evil
countep banbd gince the beginning of time. Alright, can’t say then
have much gerious competition, but let's not be that petty. Thig
four Song, nine minute thing was recorded at Sighidoara Stus
biog, Romania. That's true! Kind of.

The first 500 copies come in blood red vinpl. Blood red
indeed: human blood was mixed into the vinyl prior pressing, 8o
bemate of aidg if nou bup thig. 50 crowns in Scanbdinavia, $8
elgervhere. Dead cool, get this. By the wan, a full length is on
ité ran.

THe CoLp.ONCE. TURNING.DusT — GLoom
seven inch: demonosound records

Do nou like the gound of the vacuum cleanet? 3If pou can think
about it at philogopbical frequencies and without agsociating to the
steeds and work of cleaning one’s flat. The Cold.Once.Tuening.
Dust i8 not cloger to music than a vacuum cleaner is.

“Byy uge of lor frequencies ted cuts, beranged
tribal thythms and various other el t8 the music i8 Supp
to have effects on the listener’s mental state to achieve a level of
trance.”

e all have our goals in life. Obviously, some have more
kinkp goals than others but The Colb.Once.Turning. Dust do
veach their goal. 3 like this. 3t i8 totally sengeless, of course,
but who needs gende? And this i8 calm... steange. NMice. It ig
just that this kind of music boes not reallyy wotk on gingle format
because the atmosphere has hardly aceived before it ig time to turn
the side. The featured vibrations are called “SKidrmeet” and
“Tri@baal”. “Kidemeet” i “The Snakes”. I am most
interested in bearing the upcoming debut €D, tentatively titled
“ren Bloom”, ag I am assured the press sheet i8 not ling rwhen
it tell8 “the [onger plaving time natutally gives gpace to work on
music that gives stronger results”.

But thig 7" i8 not useless, as it i quite interesting
grapbically. Zhe milk white single i packed in an A4 booklet
with a balanced lanout and a citation that appears to have been
picked from the Kalevala. 300 copies bave been mabe.

CounTess — Ap MaIOREM SATHANAE GLORIAM
nazghl’s eyrie productions
QWhen ligtening to the debut of Countess entitled “The Return of
the Horned One” I can’t help thinking about the most typical black
metal evee, including the obligatory intro. But once the vocals
tuen up I rvealize this i8 something special.
3t ig like Somebody had put a Bathory shict on big puppy
anb then bitting it in front of the mike! Hen, I thought I habd crap
vocal8 rohen I gave it a leds successful attempt Several nears ago,
but apparently 3 wasn’t all alone. With a tired Smile I put aside
this album and pick up the object of thig revier instead, “AAd
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DMaiorem Sathanae Sloriam”.

3 close my enpeg and make a grimace amaiting the first
tunes. One gromws tired Reeping up a grimace for too long but to
be honest, wearing a grimace throughout thig entire album would
not be inappeopriate.

Whjile sitting and whistling teying to forget about the record
< am listening to, I ponder by people are go fond of mebdiocrity.
St i just one of the Great Musteries of Life, I suppose.

©On the back cover of the booklet it reads “J3 am barkness
and bring pou light... 3 am élavern and et nou free...”. Well
< am Satan and you embarrass me so I send nou to heaven.

CrowN ofF AUTUMN — THE TREASURES ARCANE
elnor productions

3 bave ligtened quite a bit to thig piece of plastic without realln
being able to make up my mind. Their ambitions appear dan-
gerougly bigh for a band who seemingly came out of nowhere (ot
rather, Staly: but ometimes Staly i8 nowbhete if nou excuge the
pun) and releaged their debut album.

3t is majestic, acoustic. Distorted, bighrpaced, then calm
again. Baried, pes. "Musically Crown of Autumn creates a
pergonal ound by combining epic and gothic atmospheres with
black and mebieval touches.” Biographies could be leds accurate.

Zhe point, however, i8 that 3 cannot think of any band for
the moment S could mix Croron of Autumn with, which means
then do theit omwn thing.

And pes, they do it well.

3 think 3 will keep an ene on Elnor Productions.

CrypTopsy — NoNE So ViLE
wrong again records

Hell nes bell pes hell pes! Hell nes! Kill. ..

DAEoNiA — MorpHIC LaNDs
mini cd: candlelight records

Daeonia puts me in a dilemma. Luckily not the dilemma of telling
a spmpathetic bloke bis record sucks, simply because this one does
not. "Morphic Lands” i8 powerful. Excellent.

Zhe dilemma i8 born of theit lagt demo, of which this €D
i8 a resecoding, inclubding the vern same songs. The "Morphic
Landsg” demo wag excellent, and 8o i8 this TD. I can barely
bear the difference... and thus thete i8 no Surpride whatsoever on
the €D.

But I have made up my mind: I choose the demo. The
gound i8 a tiny tad dirtier, the result ig rarmer.

Whicheoer nou choose, nour monen bups quality.

DEINONYCHUS — ARK OF THOUGHT
supernal music

Zhig i8 the band whom I never had heard but whose logo I habd
alwans abmired. I misded Obin’s a.ka. Marco Kebren's de-
but but we have the follow up here: g0, does the music live up to
the [ogo?

(Gxcuge me but I cannot regigt Jsten's conclusion in Trwin
Sister regarding the very same question: Yes, it does. Both
suck.)

Zo start with, it i8 not a bad record. I only feel it i8 a few
peats late. Thig kind of doomish post-black metal with an
intellectual slant rould bave raised quite a fero more enebrorog
then.

In October 1897 this only makes me congider it i8 a
pleagant album mwitl very good vocals. I do unbderstand them rho
congider these vocals a joke, then are somerhat, er, pagsionate
— but that i8 exactly robat lacks in 90% of vocalmen, then have
no pagsion. JRegatding the far too many, or long, or both,
narcations: there we do not speak about pagsion but about mere
bornright idiocy. Thep give “Atk of Thought” a retarded touch
that i8 not all that appreciated.

The music i8 for the most part doomigh, often monotonous
and I find it surpridéing mp enthusiasm ig 8o careful. A8 far a8
3 know, thig i8 my thing.

There must be Some Subconscious prejudices on wotk here,
3 am only teping to find out whether then are related to the
photocopied promo €D cover, to the label or to the bird in my
mouth.

38 there, mothet, a ray to desceibe the juices of a dead bird?
The rainmwater, the fresh scent, the cartilage, the Soft feathers
against one’s palate? Mother?

Mother?

DeLLamorTE — UGLiER AND More DisGusTiNG
osmose productions/kron-h

Dellamorte have a good taste when it comes to films. I am
teferting to the origing of the monicker a8 well ag the intro.

QiRke I mrote in the now deleted reviers on their debut
released by Finnrecords, Dellamorte i8 the migsing link betroeen
Discharge and Entombed. IWith some rock injected. Jt i€ an
interesting concept and mwell delivered.

OFf the four records Osmose gent; The Rocking Dildos,
Digfear, Driller Killer and this one; Dellamorte i the most varied
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— Sing, sister, sing. Sing sing sing.

one. The vocals leave a little to be wished, though. The are either
inaudible ot then simply boring.

2nbd in the end, for Dellamorte in its entizetn: what J like
most in their music i8 the remarkable influence from eatly
Gntombed. Thus I remove the Dellamorte disc and plan the
otiginal8 instead...

DeranGeED — HiGH ON Broop

advance: planet end records
Shit shit shit shit shit this is fucking Something that Dping Fetus
hete below could only dream of! Sorrn Jason but "High On
Blood” beats pou in nour orwn Sport because here we are not
talking about the HATE 3 mentioned in pour reviemw, here we are
talkingabout A A T E  inits most
unabdulterated, pure, beatufiful form! ...8ee, 3 am 8o upset 3 can-
not even spell “beautiful”!

that must not bappen.

On "Songs of Moors & WMisty Eiel.bﬂ" the balance has
been regained, and the synthesizers bave been inc ted in the
#pine of the music, no more causing a pain in my ear with their
once o sharp and clear ghouts.

Zhe debut was not bad, but I temember I never really came
up with other abjectives than “nice” and "dreamp”. These nerw
8ongé of moots, fields, hills and vallens are fuller, more mature,
no more the hesitant first steps into the world of full length albums
but a confident interpeetation of any teee hugger with mote than
the Bolksmwagen symbol on his mind or simply a Stupid fuck like
mugelf roho'd rather talk to pines and bushes and gnats anb the
fair sun of Satan than with people.

G ium are founbing their imperi

P I

!

ENDURA — GREAT Gop PAN
elfenblut

Qs the first monotonous sounds of "Oriflamme” tuen up, and
edpecially as thep remain, 3 bave no problem drawing the
conclusion that Endura bid live up to my expectations.

Likervige surpass them.

Several of the Songs are [es8 monotonous than the eatlier
mentioned title, having vocal8 of both gender and more varied
melodies. Some others are subtle enough to have been reduced
to mete goundé. 3t ig a rather colourful — depending on hor
pou interpret that word — collection of music.

OFf thege eleven cuté the first one still temaing my perso-
nal favourite: simplicity drarn to the extreme without [osing that
gubtle thread: magnificent. The album in its entitety i8 a (ittle
more ghattered and whp for example the last ong appears louder
than the previous ones 3 do not know, but as a whole "Great Sod
Pan” ig a very gympathetic bloke.

“...formatd to ecstatic joy, the madness and mpstery of
Pan.” Taste it or let it be.

EouiNnox — REeTurRN To MYSTERY
unisound records

Gquinox i€ a band I have been folloming (recognising) ever since
3 read about them in Anatomia quite a fero pears ago — then were
featured thete, meren’t they? My interest did not wane once I
could connect them to the fantastic Incubug whose bassist Mark
Lavenia plaped in Equinox for Some time a fer pears back If
e keep talking about their root§ we can conclude that half of the
present line-up have a past in Acheron.

QRell, Acheron never wete quite thig good. 3t is true that
the concept of Cquinox i8 not exactly revolutionary, but theis brand
of datk fucking death metal with old references does appeal quite
a bit to me.

3 must abmit that without the howling of bagé man
Datknesds I probably rould not have given Cquinox the time they

Holy hell and her grandmother, I knew Deranged had po-
tential and "Rated X" ruled the 8hit out of ann Srwedish brutal
beath ensemble but "High On Blood” just has the kind of ferocity
it [eaved me dpeechlessly lick the record.

3'm in love.

Dving Fetus — PuriricaTioNn THrouGH VIOLENCE
diehard music worldwide

Despite the outright HATE 3 bave a vague feeling something is
migsing here. Despite the energy that nou can feel with pour vern
band rohen reaching torvards the loudspeaker, Dping Fetus lack
the relentless mabness that 3 find in Deranged or Cenptopsy. The
fetug doeg not end up far from those, but still I keep on mwaiting
for the Kick in the head that never really arrives, although I can
beat it come.

3t is fast, violent, brutal — but still in control. 3t 8hould
not be. We need hnsteria.

et These ate the petty details, the improved pressure I
put upon bands I bave followed longer than three weeks. Dying
Fetus bave never been better. "Purification Through Biolence”
i8 a lot stronger than 3 honestly had expected — my interest in
Dping Fetus had waned a little since Some pears back, but thig
balf an bout of tage bhas regained the fetus its place in my belly.

3 am going to give birt...

EMPYRIUM — SoONGs ofF Moors & Misty FieLps
prophecy productions

The revier on " Wintersunset...” ras deleted once this turned
up, but it gpoke about calm and mournful journens through rinter
landgcapes as cold as they are fair to the ene.

The minter turned to a gren spring, the dpring died rwhen
summer taped it and the summer fled before the autumn came.
QRben the tepid fumes, the fogé and the dense air rose from the
moots, thep cast a spell upon troo men who logt evernthing except
the vigion of the autumn. o mote lived they, but the autumn in
them.

Algo the tone of Langsunar Tenebrarum Rex lives a little
bit in the vocals of Markus Stock. Sometimes, not to a disturs
bing extent.

My complaints on the debut dealt with the omnipresent

bhesizers that even supp b the guitars, it felt: something

quited to grow upon me: his mad growls are Death Metal
Qocalg — horo many singers like this can pou find in Swebden
today?
Hail, Darkness! Or like Mike K. Banusik would gay,
Gmbrace Pure Dacrkness... haba.

Tue EquiNnox ov THE Gobs — Fruits AND FLOWERS

OF THE SPECTRAL GARDEN
unisound records

Finally The Equinox oo the Bods managed to record an album
mote in the wap ther wanted it and consequently “Fruits And
Floroers of the Spectral Sarden” i a strong album. We have
the excellent “The Solem” and “Sombre Angel” from the last
demo although here i8 again the dilemma of having released a good
bemo: the demo versiond have are 8till to be beaten. From the
nem songs particularly “The Ogre Lord” must be mentioned.

OF coutge, the brum machine i8 8till a8 great a hanbicap
ag evet and it destrons much but I do think thig will finally have
been corrected by the next recording.

But "Fruitg And Flowers of the Spectral Barden” ig in
any case by far superior last pear's "Images of Forgotten
TMemories” which despite itd quality did not quite teach up to the
level I knew they ave capable of.

...But 3 get go tired of the rohored at Linigound. That both
gpelling and lapout is too much to ask from this label i8 not exactly
a gecret but please, a correct track listing? On "Images of For-
gotten Dlemories” only one track was wrong but thig time they
bettered it off by having twelve tracks on the €D anbd having ten
on the digc.

Does anybody know what the hell is wrong with them?

Decapitate the lot.

THe EVERDAWN — OPERA OF THE DAMNED
mini cd: black diamond productions

Tirst an acceptable opening tiff, then boring Dark Tranquillity
tip off vocals and then a Dark Tranquillity rip off riff. One Dark
Tranquillity ig enougl for me, and even they are starting to bore
me bheavily. Itot to mention all these rannabestranquillities.
After a while I noticed that it i8 good olde Pierre of
Decortication fame who ig rocking here. You know the gun whose
beard rvas bhas been comparebd to... eb, no, I'll leave that one out.

GRANA,
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3 am ure Pierce would beat me up if I mentioned that “genital
bair in the face” thing again... but it magn’t me who came up with
it! 3 read it in a gine.

3 ber Pierre bad mentioned he had Some nemw band
going but honestly, 3 expected it to be more interesting than this.
3 found the lagt Decortication promo to be quite promising,
actually.  But then, that was in 1994, just before this
Bothenburg Crage tuened up.

Zhe punchline i8 homever that “Opera of the Damned”
bores me to pieces.

EVOKE — BEHOLD THE TWILIGHT
seven inch: megagrind productions

3D rather listen to this than The Eoerdaron. This is the same
Britigh Cooke that Anatomia gine raved o much about some
nears back, $o 3 was really looking formard to hear this two track
gingle.

But 3 don't really know. Botl) “Bebold the Twilight” and
“Qmait the Lnevitable” are pute death metal that could have been
tecorded in 1992 as well ag in June 1996 — and J like that
— but that real kick in the butt just boegn’t seem to tuen up,

ZThe material did not realln live up to my expectations: but
when catefully ligtening to the tracks I wonder why mp
enthusiasm ig 8o lame, because these songg are however not bad
at all.

No, mhat's migsing i8 what the Swedes call javlar
anamma. his recording Sounds too tired. 3t lacks strength, it
lacks rage... Available from Heathendoom.

Frozen SuN — UNsPOKEN
d.s.f.a. records

Despite the vern fine label name; standing for Doesn’t Stand
For Annthing; 3 must here warn the public for the editor turning
more darcagtic than usual. Here we bhave another of these new,
incredibly original and fantastic ground breaking bands that... abh
cut the ghite, re ain't foolin anpone here man.

Zhe press release goes “Dynamic/ESroovy/Heavn/Pomwer.
ful/Sensitive/Industrial/Psnchedelica” ...and why stop there?
Did pou guns run out of adjectives? I can help nou: “...That/
Bores/The/Shit/Out/Of/DMe.”

OR, vocalman Borig's clean vocals are acceptable. But
that won’t change the fact that 3 am totally fucking bored to shreds
of all thede mixtures of hardcore and bip hop and dog-knowe-what
with metal. 3 am told “Frosen Sun has alreadr received great
critical acclaim feom both the national and international press”.
Des, 3 believe pou. Here in Sweden TlogesLlp mwould probably
love nou. Because brutal deatly metal i not in. Brutal death
metal ig not cool. Beutal death metal i ghit. Who cared about
brutal beath metal when we have such fantastic new bands ag
Frogen Sun? Open minded, fresh music, far from old clichés!

Tust fucking fuck off. 3 don’t mind if evernbody love bands
like Grogen Sun, but do not dare to call thig original. Want to
knomw rbat i8 original in 19967 To plap Death Metal. I don't
mind if evernbody love bands like Frozen Sun, just Reep them
amay from me and Dths, for hell’s 8ake. Thank nou vern
much.

Gobs Tower — THE TurNs
metal agen records/morbid noizz pmductian.\'

3t certainly did taRe its time, but now these unsung heroes have
their debut album available. So far only in the 8hape of a tape,
but it cannot really be mistaken for a bemo with the professional
covet featuring lyrics and all. Lasting for cloge to one hour, "The
Zurng” features some of the newer material they have finighed.
ot in the vein of the most experimental "Ganticles” demo '94,
although troo gongs from there are included, “Mysterious” and
the excellent "Seven Rains of Fire”,

Of these eight mostly lengthy gongs only one failg, this be.
ing "Blood”. 3t lacks the flow that the rest of their material
mwithout exception bag. Dmitriyy Ovtchinnikoff’s kenboards are the
bigblight, but ag a whole I roould have omitted this song.

For those who tead a review on "The Tuend” in Isdue One
3 should point out that this i8 not the same recording. That wag
onlpap tional tape and the ate bifferent on this one.

Six dollars preferably in a registered letter. If “The
ZTuens” i recommended? You're asking me? You're asking if
it ig morth it? With the exception of the Somemwbat boting
"Blood”, this tules. It certainly does. Black Sabbatl meets
Belarussian folk mugic? Mmmly ...but it rules nevertheless.

Hin HALEY — ELECTRIC BOLADUSTER

mini cd: god damn productions
Thig i8 fucking it! F. Wallin of The Equinox ov the Bods hinted
me about thege frenz of his... And hen, Hin Halen reign. IThig
i8 a promotional MED pressed in 300 copies (I have #15
because 3'm cool) and it i available for $12 or £8. The length
i8 not more than fifteen minutes but you can alwans do like me
— just play it again.

QUmong the many influences I think we can mention Dans
3ig, The Doots and the drummer even brings up the name of
Death). Perbaps it is possible to analnse the musical roots of Hin

MED

i8 too posgitive for caring about guch vague complaints.
3In Blind Cmbrace. Yes, pes... pes. Take my enes awap!
3 bo not want to see!

INIQUITY — SERENADIUM
emanzipation productions

“Serenadbium” ras not quite the nitroglycerine I expected it to
be. 3t ig good beath metal, especially appreciated in these dans
when thig kind of music i8 not, for unknoron reagong, generally
that appreciated anpmore. 3t i8 strong material, with good vocals
and all... but 3 just don’t deem to improve the impression “a good
album” into anything even more positive, even if I would like to.

The death metal of Iniquity just seems to lack an explosis
vity... ops, now I realized rwhat mabde it o hard for Iniquity to
impress on me.

3 bave been ligtening too much to Cenptopsy.

Inka

Grick be Temple of the Damned zine, Peru, wasd most surprised
to gee the Antara revier in our last igsue, and proud of hig roots
as be i8 (not mithout reason), he recorded me a tape with more
3nka music. Wost appreciated.

Gl Conbdor Pasa i8 apparentlyy what the first orchestra is
called, and 8o ig the album itself. Talm, acoustic music with apart
feom guitar al8o indtruments such as quena, charango and
peiia (algo knorwn ag antara).

The Cold.Once. Turning.Dust

Haley more thoroughly, but I couldn’t give a toss and neither can
pou. Becausde the punchline i8 that Hin Halen Are Fucking
Rock'n'Roll the Fucking Way I Like 3t!

The opener, “3 Boogie — You Die...”, starts with
esoteric bongo drums to then be replaced by loud guitars, a
bdangeroug groove anbd rough “Yeah!”s. I particularly like the
Ddriving drums on this track. The vocals are occagionally a tad low
in the mix, though. “Oerw Otleans Woman” i8 not as wild, it
i8 more mid-paced and generally laid-back.

“Zwin Graves” even has some acoustic parts but they fit
in vern well. “Upside Dorwn” is my favourite cut here, with
particulacly ingenious guitars.

@ool, fucking cool... gimme another beer!

HumaN REMAINs — UsING SickNEss As A HErO
mini cd: relapse records

Homw exciting i8 it not to feel it stream through nyou, to only let
looge of evernthing anb let it stream, to [et the mwbite fall upon your
epes and let looge, to tie your armpits together and simply...

...exist.

You came to wreck evernthing, to ruin our lives, and with
what clagg did not pou do it! I mwant to ghare my remaing and I
want more of nour remains.

Sobd ig dead.

Human Remains are no more.

Thig roas their last effort and 3 roeap it tight, afeaid of losing it.

ILDFROST — NATANAEL
cold meat industry

A clagsy black and white appearance with not all that bad black
and white philogophy to be found in the Inrical department.
"Zatjana”, "Bioletta”, "Alcides”, "Theseus”, "Cato”, "“Maria”,
"Qbel”, "Kathinka”, "Gnna Jram”, “Tratchaan”, "Hazrabm”,
"Alexanbder”, "Zricia” and "Ariadne” build up an opus dealing
with emotions ag gren as the artroork and ag grey ad the music.
Calm, contemplative. Does not bring me to the same meadows
and plaing as Arcana, but net "Natanael” gpeaks to me...

IN BLiND EMBRACE — SONGs FROM THE SHADOWS
death factory

This ig peculiar. Seventy, almwang interesting minutes. That ig
an achievement worth boasting about. These shadorwy songs,
compoged by Paul Lemos and Foe Papa (who?) and recorded
during 1994-95, are vern ambient and atmospberic... What
horvever makes the difference when compared to most ambient
bandsg is that In Blind Embrace also appreciate atmodpheric
instruments and melobies — most other ambient bandg seem to
be bappy mith just one synthegizer.

Something noterorthy are also the vocals, peformed by
geveral people but all of them baving the same calm anb rather
solemn feeling to them. The vocals on “Mother” do nevertheless
not really pleage me a8 much as the others. 3t is a gup almost
$peaking in a breamp manner — it does not ound bad, but I
prefer the other vocals, like the chanting moans on “fterglorn”.

“Tormentor's Song” ig perhars the most “normal” piece
on thig album. 3t i8 catchy, and as dreamy as evernthing else
on “Songé From the Shaborws” ... but 8till I have a little mixed
feeling about it. Some parts of it gives embarrassing hints of
gomething 3 could call gynth pop, but I don't think thege
associations are worth taking seriously — the overall impresgion

Qery spirited music, and although I lack the connection by
blood to the Inka reign, I bo not lack the comprebension of the
atmosphere and the sadness. Al the songs ate instrumental but
3 can well make up oon [yrics in my head while listening.

Like Crick daps, even the more lively parts remain very
melancholic. 3 have alwaps felt the same when it comes to Scan-
binavian or Jrish folk music: perhaps the melancholy i8 gparoned
feom the knomwledge that this music (vecorded in the woods of Fin-
land, the moors of reland or among the great Anbdes) ig a remnant
feom, and reminder of, times long gone.

Qfter the condor has pagged by (i.e. €l Condor Paga), we
find ourselves in France listening to a live recording by Los
Jarkag from Bolivia. "Wa Ya Yay” features, for a change,
vocalg, and the ever 8o appreciated pan flutes.

Hail Inka... pour culture and world was pulverized and
degecrated, the only thing that remaing ig pour music... keep it
alive.

IN THA UMBRA — DESCEND SUPREME SUNSET
advance: art music

"Descend Supreme Sunset ...2And Welcome the Cternal Night
As the Dusk And the Rigen Moon Sing Litanies of Rapture And
Funeral To Thee: Enchantress of the Senthe”.

3 the title.

Pugsled ag nou may be with the interviero where both Bruno
and 3 ageee about the time not being for a full length album for
3n tha Umbra net: but here it nevertheless is... 3t is easy to bail
the teadition of tecording demos while being unsigned, but it is
congiderably harder to do the same rhen an offer ig given. Yes,
3n tha Umbra consibered their productivity and maturity bhave
improved enough in the fery months betreen the intervier anbd the
time et Music contacted them: norv it i8 up to me ag an objective
(?) petson to jubge their accomplighment.

What I can hear does not Sound bad, and e must not
foeget thig i8 a ceude tough mix, and after this the band also retur-
ned to the studio for a Second time, o I will be most careful with
mpy gentence.

A Bruno promised, the vocals ate more vatied, indeed to
the extent that 3 migs the bemo! So much bigh screams, although
the Bear ig by no means abgent.

Zhe musicianship sounbds good, rith the exception of ome
8olog that are not all that convincing and one place whicl ounds
outright bad but that i8 perhaps only a queer arrangement, what
bo 3 know?

Only a rough mix, only an abvance, thug I do remain cares
ful. But nes, perhaps... something wicked this roay comes?

IN THE WooDs... — OMNIO
misanthropy records

3 belong to thoge who calmly enjoned "HEart of the Ages”. Let
ug gee now what "Omnio” i8 all about. Pleasant. Yes. Slor,
melancholic, no unnecessary bollocks. This last statement ig
interesting Seeing that the record i8 63 minutes long. Somehor
all of those minutes are entertaining. I would, horever, not mind
8eeing the background vocalist eceive the Same treatment ag the
poung mother mentioned in the In Tha Umbea demo revierv,

This analysis was authored after only a few listenings so
it remaing to be 8een whether my appreciation for "Omnio” ill
tige ot Sink with time.

A8 it ig now, I like it.

Kranium — Dos Sonkisas, UNA LAGRIMA

cassette ep
Habd not it been for the hoerible clean vocals go out of tune they
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would not even suit to be performed in a 8hower, Kranium would
bave been something to really look out for.

3 am however sute thig part will be improved on their next
teleage, Kranium appear far too talented not to correct this.
Melancholic, doomish metal with occasional dbeep vocals and
teaditional Inka influences.

Zhis too ong, nevertheless lengthy, cassette TP dates back
to ‘96 80 3 am eager to hear new material from tl)ii Peruvian
lot. The tape i8 available from Pk Distro in Sothenburg
for $8 or 45:-, probably al8o from the band for that sake.

Definitely a name Dths Deadquarters will keep in mind.

MAYHEM — ANCIENT SKIN
cd single: misanthropy records

“De Mpsteriis Dom Sathanas”. I do temember my raving when
reviewing that album. 3t i$ as bigh regarded in my bole as it used
to be.

So... Maphem without Attila, and net more, Manhem
without Curonpmous? The classic question, classic benond the
limit of a cliché, but my apologies if being unoriginal: 3t was a
question that has occupied my head quite some time. This €D
gingle wag originally releaged in a limited edition at the
Bigchofswerda gig.

So “AUncient Skin” turned out to be the vern first song I
heard with the eatlier $o laughed at but now apparently more
respected, “Jlerv Maphem”.

Qes... it boes have violence. It does have that subtlety that
3 was so charmed by at the Mpsteries. Anbd... it does have vocals
extreme to the point of ridiculosity: just like the DMpsteries.

“QAncient Skin” i8 magnificent, 3 may have swallored the

those parts with his voice.

Labels gending stuff [ike this to me should include some
extra five to ten dollars for "abministeative expenses” if they wigh
to gee a somervhat positive teview. For about $25 I will call
the releage a masterpiece. Just thought 3'd tell pou that.

A Minp CONFUSED — ANARCHOS
near dark productions

Upon fiest ceceiving the silver circle 3 put out the lights, digcon-
nected the phone, gat domwn in front of the loudspeakers in the lo-
tus position and tucned the volume up, drinking the full forty-five
minuteg in one take.

Qfter several drinking sessions I can safely san that if
death metal i# npour passion nou should gell pour daughter in
ZThailand and put the profit on “Anarchog”. If she does not
amount to fifteen dollarg (25 Deutsche Mark or 100:- in
Gmweden) pou should think about robat kind of daughters you
actually spamwn.

QAdmittedly, as close as I bave followed these felloros since
their gatage bays, me reviewing them is like me reviewing dths
mggn, with the exception that thig mind i8 a lot better than that
mind if pou don’t mind the pun. Or if pou get it.

The material on offer hete ig already gromwing old, having
been recorded in February 1897 and during this last near then
bave not degrabed their venomousness and we can contentedly,
sarcasticallp conclude that the bate bas grown... what would the
music of the wotld be without bate? but let us stap at “Anarchos”.

OIb material or not, and a probuction that did not live up
to the name of Sunlight (Tomas, rohere were nou when we most
necbeb pou?), the music stands head, shoulders and fingers and

worm, the hook, the line, the fishing rod with the fish and
big wife and daughter, but “Ancient Skin” reaches where the
Dpsteries reached, laugh at me when I proclaim, but “Ancient
Gkin” bas the magic 3 require from Maphem to connect them to
their former grace a couple of pears ago.

Maniac has left hig job as a teacher — I wonbder in what
subject? Perbaps cutting oneself, then san? — and talks with big
stomach with a mabness in a ran equivalent to, but completel
opposite of, Attila the Allfather.

Spididpuidapiaianipicunidpuiand.

Qnd the second song, “Necrolust”, is a pleasant piece but
3 am tather boted of the eternal resworkings of this song. Let
the poor bastard rest! ecrolust nour stinking corpge I desire
nothing can take me higher fucking pou till your bones break an-
other one bas to die cum dripping from my dick fucking pou to the
core can't take this anpmore my brain i8 driving me insane
necrolust eating the flesh of a thousand corpses bloodsucking
cuntless nuns her guts mwere boiling out of her butt eating ber slimy
cunt ag 3 hold her tits come posercorpse and die again.

Rom that i8 poetry.

MavHEM — WoLF's LAIR ABYss
mini cd: misanthropy records

Has Nietdche become the official underground philosdopher? Noro
even Manhem open their album with a Jietzéche citation in the
inteoduction.

This introduction, "The Bortex BVoid of Inhumanity”, does
in my opinion have a Manhem feeling over it — it i8 madder than
most introductions, i8n’t it? — if it was not this long.

3f we keep on analpsing scientifically, the production is
ungtable and roben the fiest deconds of "I Am Thy Labyrinth”
tutn up pou wonber what's wrong with the microphones in the
drum Section.

But the scientifical side i8 completely unintmtn’ng

And tobay's Manh ing "De Mpsteriis Dom
Gatbanas” i8 like Slaper ua(bmq benonb "Reign In Blood”:
it just does not happen. But why let that bother nou.

Qomplaining about the vocals i8 like asking Martin
TWalkpier to reduce bhis amounts of spllables per line. That man
got paid by the rootd in Sabbat, Manhem get paid for their man-
bem... 3 am sure thig record will be ignored just as it will be
praised onlp because of the logo on the cover: but would I hear
some unknoron band release material like this, 3 would not be less
passionate.

DMoronic puns and honest excuges aside, "Wolf's Lair
Abyss” is that kind of record the fadcination of rbich one rould
rather not tey describing since stupidity could not be avoided.

MELek Taus — ExpursioN From THE REALMs oF LiGHT
mini cd: near dark productions

Qear Dark challenged fate rwhen he dent me this for revier, being
arvare that my fagcination torards this project i most limited.
Zhere i8 no chance I could take Melek Taus seriously after having
seen the cover of the demo. @an't recall the name of that tape but
on the cover we ee the master himself in the woods with an
inverted ctogg and with his fringe rebelliously before bhig epes.
Awesome, I promise. The fact that the photographer was bis

il8 and navel above the gicly standard of todap’s Siwe-
blib death metal.

3 am not saping there rould be a lack of melody: exempli-
fied by soloists I did not even know robere found in the band, or
a lack of technicality: exemplified by a mad drummer — there i§
only a datker, more aggredsive touch to “Anarchos” that ig felt
all too geldom in this bappy countrn Sweden is.

Do not let the completels fucked printing quality on the cover
scare nou: the lapout guy should be perdecuted.

Tue MosiLe Mo Freaksiow — Tre Raving Deap Ep
mini cd: primitive art records

Despite the title, thig i8 a mini €D. I had been looking formard
to hear this DMob, but I must sap this product did not really
convince me. J like the vibes but I had expected mote from them.
3t ig ag they still needed to develop their promising ideas. And
songs like “Nitroglycerine Wipe Out (Kill Kill Kil)” would need
more energy than shomwn here, this Sounds balf-hearted.

Label manager Paulo ans “Then are mapbe not the best
banb in the woeld but they are bammit not rorse than a lot of other
8bit people listen to”. e agrees. Dirty rock'n"roll, this is rhat
thege Treaks are about.

MoOONSPELL — IRRELIGIOUS
century media

QAnd hor digappointing it was to see uch a promising band end
up in such predictable mediocrity.

Murper CorproraTioN — Kirt!
planet end records

3n quick Succedsion after “Blood Revolution 2050 this band’s
gecond mini €D turng up and with titles such ag "9 mm
Lobotomp”, Murder Cotporation live up to their name and their
name i8 Death Metal...

The cover with ité Kigg parody i¢ arful and completely out
of place — nothing wrong with Kiss, but bell, exactly what do
then bave to do with Murder Corporation? It only makes the band
appear a gimmick.  This was only a one-off miss, I hope.

But regarding the music, luckily things are in better control.
3n comparigon with Deranged this i8 a more laidsback tnpe of
brutal death) metal — but that description Sounds pretty stupid.
Alright, more midspaced, then. That soundé stupid as well.

Fuck this is Death Detal! And this reigns in blood.

MyTHOS — DARK MATERIAL
mini cd: ktok rekords

3 bave leatnt something tonight. 3f a great band goes crap thep
don't have to stap that way forever. People who have read my
ritings before, man bave noticed thete i$ a Finnish demo from
the pear 1993 that means something special to me — "Moulbed
3n Clan” by Mothos. Hell nes. Their debut album from 1995
mwas more like "Hell no”. 3t was alright but it lacked the vigour,
the viteiol, the damned bate from the demo... Byesbye Muthos.

Wait — hello Mythos! With "Dark Material” Mythos
!)ane pulled themselves together. A change in style has occureed,

mother hardly makes things much more respectable I am aftaid.

3f at least the music would have been Something 3 could
gort of have unbderstood rohy Near Dark are bothering to put thig
out. But, this i just perfectly typical Swedish blackish metal
with some alright piano parts: a pity that the gun ingists on ruining
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bly, but uckily not in the for today typical aggro metal
wap. This i8 Death Metal. Death Metal with a difference but
still notbing but Death Metal.
Splenbdiferous.
3 cannot understand by 3 have beard 8o manp give
negative remarks about the vocals. Somebody please explain to

me what i rorong with them! To mine ears they are beautiful.

¢
NiGHT CoNQUERs DAY — THE FIRST SNOWFALL
hammerheart records

With gome disappointment I am now upbdating this reviemw,
possessing the entite album instead of the mere abvance version.
Zhe abvance was cloge to forty minutes, featuring the first four
songs. 3 mrote the following in the abvance reviero:

"Qfter the good but not revolutionary synthesizer introit of
the name 'Gastern Winds Mount the Virgin Winter', the first
sounds of the twelve minute title track tuen up in the shape of slow,
flomwing riff8 mwith a monotonoug chant. When the music picks up
the pace the vocals remain $low and clean for a while before
transforming into a more shrieky style.

"Zhese few minutes could sum up the musical frame of
Right Conquers Dap — a lot of variation both in the music and
the vocals. The music ig excellent, varied blackish metal with bigh
quality tiffing: just listen to the opening iff in 'What Was And
Qever Shall Be Again’ and I think pou'll know hat I mean.

"ZThe vocals are a blend of clean ones, shrieky ones, occa-
gional nareating, low chanting, high gcreams and in my opinion
very effective weeping kind of laments and moans. Not often have
3 heard vocals ag interesting as these.”

...then when being presented to the last half of the 74 min-
ute album my enthugiasm wanes somemwhat because although not
being bad music thig last balf an hour drops the standard. I
would much rather have mwaited a while with these five songs until
the next release, not because thig roould be a too big piece in itself
(a8 long ag the music entertaing the length i8 not of congequence)
but becauge the material appears only balfsmature in places
...although I cannot finish this without giving crebit for the nothing
but phenomenal shrieks in "The Storm Before the Calm” and
"Sootprints In the Snow Where the Wanderer Has Been”.

Qevertheless a good record by one of the vern best new
bands pou could find.

Nox Mortis — IMm ScHATTEN DEN HassEs
prophecy productions

Zhe female vocalg that tuen up here and there are pure bollocks
anbd should be deleted quick as hell. The kenboards also manage
to pidé the shit out of me too often (which means then suck in cage
the message was unclear). The kepboardist is aid to have plaped
chutcly organ for eight nears. Ehuech organ. o that rould be
something. Or at least a good olde piano. But roby the hell do
people love kenboards 807

Daving 8o dissected “Im Schatten den Hasgses” and
throron the unintetesting parts out of the rinbomw, we have the good
things left. Dloody, classy death doom i8 how I'd classify it.
Qes, we even have deep gromling vocals... very nice. It Seems
like these GBermans have found a successful spice in their dark
mwave influences that then have used wisely, In “Horizon of
Ghabors” we even bave a real blast part where the vocalist goes
“Uuuub” and “Unuub” and “Uuuub”. Sood.

Qery few death doom albums bhave impredded upon me
lately, rbich i8 a pity because 3 appreciate thig music style a lot,
but Jox Mortis almost did it.

Prophecy released a Special Sourmet TD edition featurs
ing a bottle of wine but it might not be available anpmore as it
mwag [imited to 100 copies. 3t i8 worth inquiring about, though,
as the price was only $24.

Precip — 1
the ajna offensive

“Tapbe it's too fluffy?”, Stephen O'WMallen rondered upon
introbucing me to Plecid. Fluffy, that's the word. Plecid are the
fluffiest band 3 have heard. 3t i8 o flucking fuffy that I bhave
harbdly listened to anpthing else for the lagt troo bans. 3 definitely
like thig thing. 3t i completely “out there”.

My only complaint ig the lagt song “LOM” that was
exactly robat S habd mighed not to hear, baving a gott of snnthetic
pulse throughout the piece. Now I am stacting to get used to it
but 3 still would have preferred to omit this track ag there are
enough disco ot techno or whatever (3 am not 8o familiar with this
sort of things) dealing rith synthetic beats already. Algo the
vocals are a little hard to take in one pagsage where the names
less one raises hig voice higher than usual. But seeing that only
eight minutes of thig forty-nine minute traverse wag “so-8o”, it
does not [omwer the general ranking vern much.

Qnd the packaging? Excellent. The only rord that i found,
with the exception of the most artistically laid out song titles on
the disc, ig the violet word PLECID on the cover. The rest ig
just black, rough paper. Kind of like the cover of this issue.

3 like Plecid. YVes, I like Plecid. Kinda fluffy. Yeb.

PROPHANITY — THE BATTLEROAK

cassette ep: black stone wielder productions
Zhese men had the dubious honour of receiving one of the grogs-
8t revierws in Jgsue One — J think fero would disagree about
that. @onsequently I was most Surprised to see the drummer
actually wag willing to distribute the very Same igsue, despite my
mwarning about the ceview on their "3 Bargens Tecken” 7”. It
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The head of Jesus placd on a stake. Can you hear him say...
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"I love you”?

didn't deem to bother him, though.

Zhe man, A.W. Malmsteom, has now put up Black Stone
Wielder Productions, and the first release i8 a tape with theee nery
Prophanity songs that sells for 30:+ or $6.

QAnd, labies and gentlemen, not only does the caggette look
good, it dounds as it looks. This i8 not bad at all, which means
cither one of two things. a.) A major improvement has taken place
in the mugic of Propbanity, or b.) then simply Sound better these
baps.

"The Battleroar”, and perbaps the opener "Walking
Through Fice” in particular, i8 all pleasant material not lacking
perdonal twists and tuens.

Lo the vocals of Facbaute Sound a lot better: and yes, all
Ineics ace in Cngligh thig time (to compare with the previous re-
view). I only feel hig vocals tend to deoron in places.

DBut to cut it short, thig one rocks hard.

ProscriPTOR — THE VENUS BELLONA
cruel moon int’l

3 habd certain expectations for this celeage a8 I often have for
ambient projects with a folklorigl concept but thig fifty minute thing
id not quite sate mp desires. In a wan I am contented to See
S actually don't automatically gwall thing Cold Meat or
@ruel Moon release... sometimes 3 have been afeaid of being too
easily fooled by all thege recent ambient peojects.

3 cannot teally find the red thread on “The Benus Bells
ona”. A if the Absu deummer just had a lot of ibeas for his solo
project and indtead of arranging it all into a coberent stoty only
ther in the ingrebients into a mess. 3t i8 a pity because the
inétruments, mostly Celtic, are certainly to my liking. Bagpipes
and brums and all their relatives... And cectain tracks, such asg
“Hi Ri Ri Tha  Tighinn” are excellent when [igtened to ad a
gepatate piece. The same goes for some other cuts: but ag a whole
“Zhe Benus Bellona” does not quite otk the roan it should.

Something that particularly pugles me ig “Our Blood And
QBeins From the McBovern Regiment” and the claim on the inlay
card that all material i8 written by Proscriptor except for “S Ran
(So Far Arwan)”. However, “Our Blood And Being From the
McBovern Regiment” i€ a fine march with excellent pipes spiced
with some samples and voices.

The problem i8 that this march sounbds a little too familiar.
3 go and get mp “Pipes & Drums of Scotland” compilation and
put on “Scotland the Brave” a8 performed by Waltham Forest
Pipe Band. Oops...

RAGNAROK — ARISING ReALM
voices of wonder records/head not found

tomw have not 1oe Been enough [ogog made Snmmetric by mireoring
the last letter? The band who did this best remaing Suffer. Vut

OCH

3 mill leave the logo review section for Dusk jine ...although I
would not mind taking cate of it mpself.

3 bad mete § bat of an obd bunch
in the Rorwegian metal cene but the promotional picture from
Qoices of Wonbder and the album itéelf makes me think I was
not all correct.

With a fer exceptions, like the stylish opening tiff in "Sod
I8 Wasted”, "Ariging Realm” i8 not far from being typical
Rorwegian black metal. Dark Throne shirts and vocals with more
reverb than voice.

3t i not a babd record, I had only wished then had not been
8o careful with their own ibeas. TWe do have Some ibead here:
80 now only let them sparon, TWWill pou?

N ov@tnnh OR, o

Ratson p'ETRE — IN SADNESs, SILENCE AND SOLITUDE
cold meat industry

3t i8 all about mesmerizing the listenecs, to trigget an active form
of ligtening in their mind8 — to make them think and agdociate,
and to become one with the music. In order to accompligh this,
a passive consumption of Raison ' Gtre's timeles sactal hymng
must be abandoned, and only then the listenets can be affected
and (become) sensitive to different emotions appeating in the
music. This i8 a request for the listeners to confeont their inner
Self, not to turn their backs to it. The music of Raison v'Gtre
i8 by necedgity vern individualigtic, gince it i8 the veflections of
one man alone and the involvement of more people roould
itably [ead to compromises.”

Tuch of the magic of this kind of music has been chasged
aray by the amount of projects Sounding the same. Or then it
i8 only me who ligtens too similarly.

"3n Sadness, Silence And Solitube” does not surprise
not disappoint, but at the game time it only pleages and fail8 to
enthuge. But then... being the music of emptiness — it serves
it8 putpoge. We are teying to be metaphsical here at the review
department. We are desperately teping to be metaphysical.

Hundreds of reviews do tuen pou metaphnsical no matter
what pou wish.

SHADOWCASTER — ABANDONMENT
seraphic decay records

...ob, Unigound Recordg, I mean. Ilomw do not expect any Ddetair
[ed analyses on each of the nine songs on this Seventy minute
album. QWhen 3 ligten to "Abandonment”, which bas not occurred
too often 3 am aftaid, it i a8 a whole and not ong by song.
Moreover, I will keep it short because this ig the second time I
am typing this revier: the program collapsebd the first time 3 was
typing it in.

Shad i8 h baged ambience and mebitas
tion, the [prics bealing with both Sumeria and self actualization.

dtoenty: one A

9 [of of effectd ate uged in the vocal section.... too much, 3 think.
3 mentioned my problem with Shadorvcaster when teviewing bis
Promo ‘94 in the last idsue — it feels too spnthetic for my tas.
tes. 3 like a [ot of ambient, meditative act8, many of them based
on Repboatds, but somehor Shad fail$ to catch mp inte
test. 3 bo prefer Mikael's other projects Night Conquers Dap
and the dawning Into the Sunless Meridian.

3f buping thig €D, do not otder it from Unigound, get it
from Shaborcaster instead for the spmpathetic price of $12 in
the U.S.2L. and $13 elserbere.

Would Shadomweaster give his music a tey with a mere
piano together with les8 manipulated vocals, 3 would be all ears...
could be something out of the orbinary.

Soistice — HaLcyon
ten inch: black tears

3 gam Solstice live with Anathema a couple of nears ago but at
that time S bid not realige their potential. 3t was not until I heard
that gong on the Canbdlelight sampler 3 started smelling their ge-
niug, egpecially the incredibly strong and pergonal vocalg
impregged on me — together with the music creating some of the
best fucking doom 3 have heard. By the way, it ig about time
for me to get their album. Tust came to think about it.

But here are a few nemwer recordings and although the vocals
ate very good I cannot tell if it i8 the Same dinger ag I have not
heatd the above mentioned compilation for ages anb it i8 not even
in my podgession anpmore. I have read then have replaced the
[ungg of the band Some time ago 8o I suppose this i¢ a new guy
— be ig not bab either, I tell nou. [Update: This i8 still Simon.]

St i about time for me to dbig up mp St. Bitus and
@andlemass records and if you know what I am talking about,
then thig troenty minute thing sells for $12 for ug Guropeans and
$14 for Americans and otber extrasterrestrials.

odhead has apparently released these same songé on €D
but instead of Some uninteresting colour actwork this 10” has a
mete embogsed chaos rune on the black cover.

For ug real boomsters only. Others go hide perselves.

SorHIN — I DET GLIMRANDE MORKRETS Djup
near dark productions

Sotbin belong to the team that I used to consider the dull part
of the Sredigh black metal scene, which means, the majority of
it. Ot rather, they uged to belong that team I 8till congider etc
blah blah. Tho gives a toss anpwap. I don't think even Kola
does.

Sorbin have developed since I heatd them last time. O,
QWhen I think about it, it i8 probably the fiest time I hear them....
with the exception of that fair 7" to which I will return later.

3 ras foreracned by a few abvance songs that this releage
would be of bigh quality and it shorwed to be an accutate guess.
My only complaint would be that the vocals are too lor in places,
but other than that the black metal Sotbin erve ug does have
individual chatacter. Like Propbanity they have developed their
melobic vein, and done that succedsfully. Listen pourselves for
100:- or $17.

The lanout i8 of good quality as well, like that Sorbin pics
tute 7" ith the title 3 am alone in the world to appreciate: it
Fanbers Med Ljusets Shapelser”! 3t i8 a beautiful piece of
plastic, Soundg good too, although 3 have heard it too briefly to
give it a righteous comment. 3t roas releaged on Near Dark just
like this one.

STRYCHNINE — INVERTED CRUCIFIXION
apparition entertainment group

Stenchnine does offer a useful argument against the topical Gu.
topean conception of America being the country where all death
metal Sounds the dame. (3 don’t even date to think what Ameri
cans think about Sweden today with our persistent Sothenburg
ceage.)

DBut "Inverted Crucifixion” i8 not an easy piece even for
ug fogminded individuals who like things a little madder. You
may smile when I gan thig but I do actually degire ome
coberence in the mabness 3 listen to. Stenchnine are about as
coberent ag a rain that fall§ at a 180° angle.

To start with, including the five song "Bepond Detanged”
GP mwag a bad move. 3 o not knomw when it was recorded, but
the hardcore vocal 8tnle indicates it i from a time before the band’s
current "black alien death” concept. That the P extends the
album [ength to 73 minuteg i8 not an advantage at all, insteabd it
further dilutes the already shattered album.

3f we ignoee about the €P, we bave fifty minutes and eleven
gongs of schizophrenic, mad, Whitlen Striebersinfluenced death
metal with varied vocal8. A band bdoes come to mind on Sevetal
occagions, and that ig "Spare the Wrench” era Cxit-13. Just
(isten to the piece entitled "The Linboly”: if this i8 not Cxit-13,
nothing ig! 2 positive reference, horever. Finally, a8 if things
toere not confused enougl, there ate plenty of strange amples to
gum the confusion up.

3 am still steuggling to get a gragp of "Inverted Ceucifix-
ion” (the conceptige most peculiar title of the month) but 3 am
working on it.

3 do not know what impression thig acticle gives, but that
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doeg not matter: for me matters only that (ignoring the CP)
Strychnine plap some of the most fascinating death Rind of
musickness 3 have witnessed from RNew Fersen lately. Or Ame-
rica. Or anpobere?

Zhen have not pet found their oron path, though.

TeNEBRAE — HYPNOTECH
shiver records

3 bid ask Mr Shiver not to Send me more material.

THINE — JOURNEYS
cassette ep: black tears

Russ the Swordmaster has discovered a talent here. Thine, a band
from Qotkgbire, play excellent moody music with fine clear vocals
teminding me a lot about Langsunar of eatly Moonspell — and
gomebob elge whoge name I cannot recall — ag mell a8 female
vocals, acoustic pieces and kepboards holding the same standard
a8 evernthing elSe on this caggette EP.

3n fact 3 was at fiest a little digappointed roben the metal
guitars entered in the beginning of "% Tomwer Above the Shores”
— 3 bab 8o enjoned the calm, folklorigh beginning. But I soon
changed my mind, and perhaps it only) ras my dilettantism in that
kind of music that madbe me mish Thine were ledd metal: in the
end 3 do think this mixture of metal vibes with the calmer, more
folkigh sounds i8 a lof more dpecial. The fast parts also make
an effective contrast to the close to mebitative calm pacts. Danp
bave been medsing around the path Thine are treading, but hardly
anpbody have done it with the excellence of Thine. For $6 in
Gutope and $7 elsembhere pou can hear for nourgelf whether these
ate my topical lieg or teuth i8 found. Troo songs, eighteen minus
tes in total.

Bloody excellent mugic ié rbat I sav.

VALEFOR — DEATH MaAgick
death factory

Really nice lanout: 3'd like to an that I love the skull to death.
Zhis comment about lapout i8 probably quite unnecessary when
we gee it i8 a Death Factorn/Cold Meat releade anbd they are
peetty good at thig vigual ide of things, like evernbody except those
without epes have Seen,

Qalefor, created by Me Ababdon from Texas, belongs to
this nerv geneation of nonsmusical projects influenced by the revi-
val of ambience.

Balefor i$ veryy monotonous, distorted and calm. I like this
a lot more than for example Mental Destruction. There are vocals
peesent but thep are 8o gran and subtle that one must concentrate
to hear them. Actually, to hear annthing at all one must concent-
tate. After deveral ligteningg I till have not managed to actually
listen to “Death Magick” because I constantly start thinking
about other thingg. This does not have to be a digadvantage —
< see Balefor a dort of meditative thing, and not a typical record
to party to.

OFf coutse there are a lot of pretentious Song titles on this
nine piece album but pergonally titles such ag “1” to “IX" would
well have been sufficient because 3 [iRe to create mp own
asgociations from each track and not the ones of this Abaddon gun.

3 like “Death Magick” but I demand quite a lot more from
this Rind of ambience to actually buy it.

VARATHRON — WALPURGISNACHT
unisound records

Our ever 8o polite SreeR brothers Barathron are appatently als
most ready with their follom-up to “Walpurgisnacht” already...
but let ug not get too far ahead in time.

“Walpurgisnacht” feels a lot more complete and mature
than it8 predeceggor “Hig Majesty At the Swamp”, although I
bave not listened to the debut for quite a while.

Dedpite repeated lidteningg I &till have not managed to pick
an immediate favourite — like “Flomwers of My Youth” on the
bdebut. 3 first sudpected thig would mean “Walputgisnacht” wag
an overall lame album, but 3 have come to another conclusion.
On the contrary, 3 think the material on “His Majesty At the
Smwamp” mag not generally as étrong ag these new songs. So,
instead of being a reasonably good album rith some very good
peaks, “Walpurgisnacht” appears to be thoroughly good. There
are a [ot of other things 3 could keep on rriting about but J feel
that rwould be ugeless ranting.

“QWalputgisnacht” does not quite reach) the heights of such
favourites of mine as Absu, but it i8 a recommenbded effort that
bears the characterigtic stamp of Barathron. The acoustic
[$ are most enj

o

instr

Various — HEADBANGERS AGAINST Disco VoLUME ONE
seven inch: primitive art records
"Day after day on air
Foolish pure color dresses
Suckers sing I, 1 love you
I've went crazy with rotten it”

With amever quenching senge of clagé and the good manners of
the gentlemen then are, Sabbat open this single witl their “Bab),

RECORDINGS

One of the Ragnarok fellows at last year’s Hults-
fred festival: Have a beer and cheer up, mate.

Dideo I8 Fuck”. I bave heard some Sabbat before, but I didn't
recall the vocals were this, er, individbual. A charming banbd for
sure... but what I find most incredible hom a thirteen year old
banb can 8till gound like this. Right on baby, the roorld is filled
with mpsteries.

3In compatison to those Jap Dmen, our very own
ehennal) sound tame, anb the Iyrics ate, if we keep comparing,
like poeten by Lotd Byron.

Snfernd continue the vetrotrip with their “Metal Attack” —
a charming gong, like the previous two. 3 have the album but in
the dose of one gong then turned out a lot more pleasant. 3If 3
want to hear Sobom or Destruction I'd tathet go for the originals.
Obviously.

My fiest encounter with Bestial Warlust tuened unforgets
table thanks to the quite horrible Sound. I have almang liked rough
productions but this very song does not even have a production.

8 a whole thig general retro-movement provokes geveral
parons, but ag a collector’s item this $8 piece of plastic i8 quite
entertaining. 3t ig the first part of a trilogy, the covers of rhich
form a mini comic when put together. 3t i8 dramwn by the Siwes
bish cult artist Joakim Lindengeen.

Ooo baeby discos faag.

Various — X-TREME Recorps Promo #1 1996
x-treme records

SInfernal GBates open the tape with dome cuté from theie “From
the Mist of Dark Waters” D and their harmonies appear fine
in the beginning but then it all deems to fabe into mebiocrity. And
bete we have pure Manomar influences... although they sound
boting here. To mine ears. Completely uninteresting. 120:-
and 140:- abroad.

Sorhin's tracks off their “Shogsgriftens Rike” mini ED
ate just topical Sredigh black metal to me. ot bad but not pars
ticulacly fascinating either. 80:- and 100:- abroabd.

Qe algo have dome bonug promo teacks here by Inverted
and Jtdstrond... These features seem a Little out of place because
thep are releaged on Shiver Records and Napalm Records
regpectively. TBhat do then do on this tape then?, nou ask. Well,
thep are bands that some E-treme Records guns play in.

Reverthelegs, I'll do my job and comment them ag well.
Snoected must be my favourites on this tape. 3t i8 8o gelbom
one bearé thig kind of death metal nomabdans. Dark, brutal death
metal... with titles such as “Condemned”! This is good, I like
thig, but till nothing that gets me jumping. From their “The
Shadowland” full length album.

Rastrond anbd their cuté from “Toteslaut” €D provoke a
paron. “Gn Sdng Frdn En Pestbesmittad Srav” once again
ghoros the problem in singing in Sroedigh — it requires vern good
arranging. J%&strond don’t arrange... and thus the vocal lines
Sound very forced and unnatural. Together with a rweak production

I laugh
and I know the swq
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and weak mugic we have boredom incorporated. The second track,
“Sotd of the Woods”, contains some clean vocals that sound plain
boerible.

Kot information, E-treme Records rould like troo irc's.

ViraL Loap — BRrutALizeD BEYOND BELIEF
bloated dog records

With the sort of A innocent op i that ma-
kes ug Guropean 8hrug and look in another direction, BViral Load
state in their flyer their “Brutalized Benond Belief” ($11 in the
U.8., $13 elgembere) i “brutal death/grind with a hint of black
metal maphem”. Some things do not mix. Luckily that black
metal manhem i$ something 3 could not find in here, neither do
any of the members mear corpse paint. Unles the drum machine
boes, it i not featured in picture.

O pes. The drum machine. Death metal with drum
machine — bhoro could I put my roords so that it rould not be a
tepetition of wbat I have gaib 8o often before, and et worge, what
3 am about to sap i$ o obvious.

Fuck deum machines. If we should put it in a hardher,
clearer, or perhaps an American roap, we can conclude

DRUM MACHINE = GAY

VIRAL LOAD + DRUM MACHINE = GAY

VIRAL LOAD = GAY

3 am sorey, mp Texan friends, but despite the Some nice
aspects in pour brutality, and the kind of nostalgia pure death
metal with a touch of grind easily makes me feel, the drum machine
(and, although to a much lesser extent, the weak production) pulls
pour name doron into the mire where it will remain.

Unless nou give the machine to pour local bip hop band.

Voivop — PHoBsos
hypnotic records

3f pou diglike this I dislike nou.

Vonp — THe Dark River
dark dungeon music

1. love 3 never had

2. best 11

3. black hole space windorw
4, uicide i painless

5. the bark river

6. hest 111

QBond i8 mighty. Although "Forlatt” off the Hivard Bond 7"
from 1993 still probably remaing my favourite Bond song, he
keeps releasging good material. "Sove 3 Mever Dad”, despite ité
unc ional (unc ional boes not ically mean ex-
cellent) muffled Iyrics, i pure Bond, like “Hest 117,

Rond ig crap. "Black Hole Space Window” was a
gevete, nes, severe, disappointment — thig song Successfully
chages amway evernthing of that (vinda) cold, easily recognizable
apathy that we have groron uged to expect from Bond. Bone is
the bamp cellar, and what we have in ité place is a topical 90’8
digco musgic. Ihis i8 not Bond, this is shite — pure Shite.

Bond is recovering. "Suicide I8 Painless” takes up where
"$yp8t 11” left, as if condcious of the embarzassing entrance of
"Black Hole Space Winbow” and teping to build up the damp
apathy. The dampneds increages until in “The Dark River” the
wallg of the cellar drip with water anbd the floors are covered and
my toeg plap in the dust-mingled gren mess.

3 reach for a featber but it bisintegeates in mp fingers after
S know not hor many pears in this damp cellar.

Bond ig not what it was but who is.

WITHERING SURFACE — SCARLET SILHOUETTES

advance songs from cd: emanzipation productions

These Danes, familiar from the demo review pages, have decided
to make me a fan of theirs! Too bad I won’t agree. One Dark
Tranquillity i8 enough for me. That one Suffocation i not enough
i8 another thing...

But I cannot help feeling I am being flooded by thig kind
of musgic. Goernyfucking-dotk who hasn’t stacted up a black metal
banbd instead plang this Dark Tranquillity stuff and to be frank,
S am quite bored. I expect having mabde this point rather clear
by now, bave I?

S am bored to the extent that thig reviero mould be harsh
enough to make them sue me, mp wife and children if it rasn’t
for the fact that if 3 am being too tude bhee the singer Michael
$. Anbdersen who algo rung Emangipation Productions thinks I3
am mab at hiim becauge he didn't like the logo 3 deemw for Centinex.

So tening not to be too rude 3'Il just sap I am quite bored
and that means I am pretty fucking bored to the bone. Yaron.

O, one final thing. *In their bio thep state then are heading
for an image that i$ Kept “a8 sopbisticated, avantgarbe and non-
beutal ag pogsible”. In the folloming Sentence it reads épikes are
worn on stage. G, ig there something poetic about 8pikes or hor
i8 one suppoged to combine them mwith “non-brutality”?

Timo's gmall mind i8 confused... help.

The remaining ocean of music
is taken care of at Home of the IIl.
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Fiest off, let me excuse the print size on this page but I had only
rederved one page for the contents which, when finally compoging
the lapout, turned out to be far too little. On Thuesday, January
16th 1897, 3 received a letter from Qondon, roritten on elegant
paper anbd served in a lined envelope. It turned out to be from the
man to whom 3 habd sent a copy of my debut in the summer of ‘96
after Mikko WMattila had provided me with $ to do so.

something you did not ask to be told
KOLA KRAUZE
189 UPPER STREET
LONDON NI 1RQ
ENGLAND

Tisdag I3 January 1997
Kola Krauze ad Nordmannum
Timonem Tapani Ketola, salve valeque!

Half a year has passed since you so kindly sent me DAVTHYS #1. O course | was not obliged to
reply, not least as it was through the financial grace of my beloved Matilda that | received the
magazine. Nevertheless the reason | did not write was already provided for me on pages 24-25
ofthe ‘zine, in your review of Garum #2/3: | who usually have read [lsten] from cover to cover,
finally threw [DAYTHYS] in a corner instead of reading even half of it'. | am afraid your font
and pointsize made my eyeballs bleed. When y looks like n and v looks like b (amongst other
complaints) it does not make for pleasurable reading.

It is out of respect for Matilda that over the last two days | have sworn to read every
single word of DAYTHYS, bleeding eyeballs or no. Today | finally managed it. You didn’t ask what
| thought of it, 5o instead of 2 book-length review | will only offer a few opinions. The mare |
read the more | realised that the illegible font was hiding that which | cannot identify with. Clearly
itis a case of subjective tastes, but | soon realised your magazine was not for me when a bunch
of nostalgie de boue ‘Crow'-audition rejects are hailed as ‘one of the most individual and promising
acts' (my ten year old brother plays better piano than the garbage on ‘Infidel art’) and when
Antoinette Flynn's pretentious drivel is seen as writing worthy of inclusion. This sinking feeling,
that | was subjecting myself to reading fourty-four pages of opinions and tastes utterly at odds
with my own, increased until now | type this with a leaden weariness in my bones that is only
relieved by the knowledge that | will never have to read DAVTHYS again.

At first | thought | should not bother to write and tell you of my opinions but when |
reached page 26 and your review of Eternal Oath, something inside of me snapped: ‘Poor bloke
[sic] tries his best to clothe his noble thoughts in a [sic] oldish kind of English but too bad for
him, the result is pancake. Some hints to you, mr Duke: “thee" is not an old form of “the” as
you use it. “Thee" refers to the word “you”, just as the words “thou” and “thy" [sic]. If you
want o use and [sic] old form of “the”, you can always write “ye" (which although [sic] means
“you" as well, but in plural...). It's not so easy always! [sic]".

No, it's not always soeasy. Let me assume that you are interested in getting things right.
Why is it not alright for ‘mr Duke’ to use fucked up English but it is alright for that pretentious
addle-brained fuckwit from Moonsmell to spout on using the most excrutiatingly warped skiten-
gelska in an attempt to cover up his inadequacies? Too bad for him, the result is paella. Oh
and by the way, Tanngrisnir was fired for refusing to agree that Ares *phone bill should be paid
the band’s communal funds. Some hints to you, Herr Ketola: ‘thee’, ‘thy’ and ‘thou’ are not the
same word. They are case forms of the second person singular pronoun (cf. Old Icelandic pi,
bik, pin):

Nominative

thou
Accusative

thee
Genitive

thy / thine
In addition, ‘ye" is indeed the plural of ‘thou’, but it is not an old-fashioned form of ‘the’,
Admittedly, even stupid English peaple make this mistake, but that's no excuse. No one ever wrote
ye' in bygone times. This misconception arose from the redundacy of the letter thorn (p) and
its replacement by the consonantal diphthong th. So a word pronounced ‘the’ but written ‘be’
came to be misunderstood by people who thought thorn, especially in its italic form, looked like
ay. Soit continues on page 71: 'l just got to know the label is not called Nazgul's Eyrie’...uh,
yes itis, actually. Page 38's Ved Buens Ende review: ‘that nameless track #66 on Danzig's “4™
15 called ‘Evocation’ (or is that ‘Invocation'7) and is on the album *4p’, not ‘4", where p of course
stands for Process church of the final something or other. Yawn. Allow me to echo Pavel Palica
on page 30: "What do | associate the word “Dauthus” with? Hmmm, let me think... with a girl!".
Yes, | agree.

Timo, DAVTHVS is utterly beautiful. Your artwork and layout is incredible; and this is
the way that “Dauthus” recalls a girl. She is utterly beautiful, with lips sculpted from morning
dew, hair like autumn leaves bathed by the dying sun, skin smoother than silk, a scent like heaven,
loins to drown in, breasts to make one gasp with disbelief. So you leave the girl who has stood
by you for five years and elope to a hatel with this newfound angel. You enter the hired room
shivering at the prospect of what this creature will do to you. And you know what? You discover
that fucking her is about as exciting as humping a dead salmon on 2 gravel path in broad day-
light in front of your parents’ house. Over the next few days you discover that not only is fucking
her about as exciting as humping a dead salmon on a gravel path, but also that her favourite
food is surstromming and that her head is utterly empty. You bludgeon this bimbo to death with
a copy of Larson! and slink home to beg on your knees to be taken back by your old girlfriend.
Perhaps she's no super model. Perhaps she ties her hair back too often (it's more practical that
way): Perhaps her teeth are slightly crooked and she doesn't shave her legs all that frequently.
But she is intelligent, likes good music and absolutely rocks in bed. Ugly gils try harder.

One final question, why did you not ask Equitant and Cruachan why they insist on pas-
sing off Tolkien-god's ideas as their own song titles?

Kola Krauze

b, such a charming bloke, Kola, isn't he? A sreet as bis
name implieg (kola i8 a common Smwebdish candy). Like some
attentive persons man have noticed, parts of this letter was already
publighed in Isten's "Mdchen”. Obviously Keauze had gent a
copy of the above letter to Isten to be used in the jine revier dection.
What follorms is my reply, sent the folloring dap. The sarcasm ig
perhaps somembat over the top at times but... I do not wish to edit
thig letter aftermards:

Thursday, January 16th 1896 e.v.
Good evening, Kola Krauze!

First of all, fet me thank you for probably the most sincere and thorough comments |
have yet heard on Davthvs Magazine. Well, “sincere” — sure | have heard sincere comments
earlier, but seldom have the comments been as detailed and thorough as yours. It would have
been fascinating to see the “book-length review”, as these “few comments" you offered turned
out to be of the amount that | used to call book-length.

Does it appear peculiar that | thank you for this feedback? Does it appear as if | was
trying to lick thy arse? This is not the case, | have my own arse to lick, although generally my
culinary traditions are somewhat different. | am into necrophilia, not coprophilia.

1 just feel that your cohments are thorough enough to receive a reply. After having read
a few interviews | also do know that you have a pair of brains — although we two do not quite
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I have a boyfriend.
We're getting married in May.
His name is Kola Krauze.

use them in a similar manner, No, this time | am not referring to my occasional tendency to think
with my arse, | am referring to our rather diametrically opposite tastes. | have read plenty of
reviews that you have written both in Isten and the free-otherwise-|-would-not-read-it Metall-
ian. But it is not a great tragedy that our musical tastes are not similar. So let us ignore that.

Now let’s see, where should we start. In the beginning, | suppose. The font size does
not really have to explained, but | ¢an inform you that mailing a zine that weighs over 100 grams
outside Europe costs about $5 air mail. In fact, D# | weighs over 100 grams (I pretend it doesn't)
and | did not dare to increase the amount of pages even more to avoid unnecessary risks.

1f you have problems with Fraktur then | can unfortunately not help you, after all the
Fraktur | used is a modern sell out version of the original font. | did not use any ligatures, neither
have | used both “s™ letters (I omitted “J" which was, like you Mr Krauze surely know, used within
words — “8” was only used in the end of words). Moreover, you will not find many words in
D#1 written with CAPITALS, except for a few ones that | forgot. | knew most people
would not accept Fraktur, but that was all fine by me because Davthys was never meant to become
a Metallian, printed in 20 000 copies. It does not bother me that Davthys is not exactly the most
accessible journal around. And to my great surprise there ara people who say they like the font.

Nevertheless, | would have expected a well educated person like yourself (I am only a
cleaner with no university studies) to overcome this font. And alright, you did, even if your
eyeballs did do a little bit of bleeding. And by the way, Fraktur was not chosen just for the heck
of it, but because it is an important part of the concept of Davthvs. Yes, believe it or not, but
there is a concept in this zine, and that concept is not exactly based on a super model. Like you
say, such women tend to appear very shallow.

1fIfind Sigh to be individual and promising it is all up to my twisted taste that you of
course do not have to respect, but | would like to point out that Antoinette Flynn is a good fri-
end of mine. Pretentious drivel? Excuse me, Mr Krauze, but | would prefer you to call mywritings
for pretentious drivel instead! Both you and | know this is closer to the truth!

I do know | am fucked in the head. | do know | have no authority to find faults in other
people, seeing how imperfect | am as a person. But then, who, except for you, Mr Krauze, is
perfect? Most of us are-only humans. | have and always will admit my stupidity and modest
intelligence, | am working on improving though. Perhaps you could give me a personal course?

You wonder why | “attacked” Mr Duke and his problems with old English whilst | do
not mock Sefior Ribeiro, whose English sometimes is far from the university level it should be?
To begin witfi, | am not an objective person. | find it pretty natural that if | have been more in
touch with A., and moreover, enjoyed this past correspondence, the for me unknown B. weighs
less. The main point is however that my ironic comments on people, on bands, on zines, on
whatever - they should not be taken too seriously. If | do not take myself seriously, then why
should my tongue-in-cheek comments about other peaple be taken seriously?

In your enthusiasm, and perhaps due to my clumsy way of expression in this very con-
text, you made a small mistake - sure | know the difference between “thou”, “thee” and “thy"/
"thine”. This is especially easy for us Finns to understand, since we also have more than one
inflection of the word “you: sind, sinun, sinua, sinuako, sinuksiko, sinut, sinuna, sinunako,
sinussa, sinussako, sinaka, sinulle, sinulleko, sinuksi, sinuksiko, sinulta, sinultako, sinusta,
sinustako, sinulla, sinullako... perhaps you get the picture. On the other hand, my English is in
general far from satisfactory, this | am aware of. As to my knowlegde, | have not claimed the
opposite. But | understand you were badly hurt by my immature, childish, outright moronic
“comment” (rather a bloodthirsty attack really) on Mr Duke’s usage of older English.

The story of “ye" is also familiar to me, thanks to Collins English Dictionary, “The
Authority on Current English" as it reads on the cover. One of my best book purchases ever, by
the way. Here | always, due to my fascination towards older times, used to look up all these archaic
personal pronouns | know of, including “ye". “..used as a supposed archaism, especially in
conjunction with other putative archaic spellings (...) The runic letter thorn was incorrectly
transcribed as 'y’ because of a resemblance in their shapes.” However, | did accept the word even
s "supposed” archaism. | may be petty and perfectionistic but sometimes | just cannot bot-
her about everything. My apologies for this! And moreover, let me further apologize for my writing
mistakes in this very same review. Indeed, somebody who writes “...a oldish kind...” is not worth
the air he breathes! | shall whip myself fifteen times for this.

By the way, “most excrutiatingly [ S 1.C ] warped" was a new kind of expression to me.
Ah, one learns something new everyday, isn't that so! And of course | won't even mention the
word “fourty” which | and Collins thought was supposed to be “forty”, or “redundacy” which
was something | would have spelt “redundancy” before you taught me otherwise. My fault! Sorry!
But then, how could | know, English is after all not my mother tongue. | thought January I3th
was a Monday. | mean, | didn't know it actually was a Tuesday as it reads in your letter. More
whippings. Aeow! With time, | shall learn.

Haha, yes, that “Nazgul's Eyrie" thing is a classic! It derived from the fact that a fri-
end of mine once gave their address to me via the phone, including the letter-by-letter spelling
of the name - and | believed him as | did not know better. And, Mr Krauze, since we're being
professional here, the correct name is “Nazgdl's Eyrie™ Note that thing on the “u". You knew
that, of course. About those Danzig things | did not know, thank you for informing me about
them.

And | have not crucified Equitant or Cruachan for borrowing Tolkien's ideas because if
| did, then | would have to correct everybody else who have borrowed his ideas (and perhaps other
authors’ as well?) and thanks to the popularity of this man, | would have no time to neither sleep
nor eat. And especially no time to finish off the second issue of your favourite zine.

Your most blunt mistake is however this. Davthvs is not the kind of girl you described
her as. Davthvs may be a girl, but then she is a half decayed cadaver, a queen of insects. The
morning dew no more moists her lips, and her hair is failing off - a bit like leaves in the autumn,
yes. Hardly any skin is left on the shrivelled limbs, and having caressed the little skin that is
left you are recommended to wash your hands. Her scent is, instead of heaven, reminiscent of
the salmon you mentioned. Her breasts you do not want to make closer acquaintance with.
Besides, the layoutis crammed and hardly any artwork can be found anyway. The quality of most
pictures is shite and the printing looks xeroxed.

Alright, | suppose this was what | had to say, my beloved Mr Krauze! It was a pleasure
1o read your letter as it provided me with plenty of amusement, and moreover, it is very healthy
to receive such objective criticism... | hope you do not mind if | will feature your letter in the
upcoming second issue of Davthvs as | am seriously considering to do so.

Have a nice day, Mr Krauze - until Davthvs #2!

1 will send you a free copy...

Timo

Being a8 stubborn a bastard as myself, a ferv dans later there
mas a reply from the man. 3 read it and found it to be of as bigh
entertaining value a8 the previous one, and thus sat doron at mp
bdesk and authored a reply. The envelope ig still here on mp desk,
though, without a stamp. Becausde just before mailing the letter I

seoenty

stacted thinking whether 3 should in fact conduct an intervier rith
the man but then it never happened, and then thig letter mag never
mailed.

. Zhig boes make the situation 1.0 in the firdt round for Keauze
8. Ketola. I do not knor whether it is along the rules or not, but
3 hope e can manage thié decond round publicly, eeing that I
Sably broke the correspondence. After having sent Keauge bis well
eatned copy of this very issue, I am sure we mill continue the
cotrespondence again.

Tisdag 13 January 1997 Martin Luther King, |r's birthday 1997
(Observed)
Kazru Timo,

thank you for the swiftness of your reply. You will, | hope, forgive me if this letter is disjointed
and has no 'red thread’ running through it, but it is early in the morning and | feel sicker than
anight out with Genital Ben.

Firstly, you may or may not know that | have no sense of humour. This is by prelude of
saying that | wish to answer each point in your letter whether you meant it seriously or not.' A
case in point is your initial comment that 'It would have been fascinating to see the "book-length
review”, Believe it or not | actually strapped myself into my restraining chair after | had mai-
led the letter to you and read Dauthus for the ...(gasp) third time.2 | do try to reassess my
opinions. This is by way of telling you that it was worse the third time and that | simply do not
have the strength to send you a book-length letter. | do not know what kind of books it is that
you read but they cannot be very long if you consider my last letter "book-length’.

My next point s your mention of Metallian. Metallian is the mistletoe with which anyone
can kill me with little effort. | have absolutely no defence against it and can only say it was
probably one of the worse mistakes of my life. If it is of any 'consolation’, the interviews |
conducted with Samael and Atrocity were actually written by other people who credited me instead.
Itis at that point that | resigned. | look at the free records I got (some very good) and wonder
whether it was worth it. Probably not. This of course does not invalidate criticism of me or my
reviews in Metallian — it is simply a long-winded way of admitting guilt and error on my part.
| guess this one’s gonna haunt me for a long while yet.

Your comment regarding me being ‘well-educated’ (not enough, s far as I'm concerned)
and you being a cleaner with no university studies’ was pretty worthless.? | doubt any of the
many of my fellow students doing a combined degree in Beer and Complaining could have come
up with anything as beautiful as Dauthus is visually, and | see little correlation between my
education and my tolerance of bad fonts. Were Dauthus the Beowulf manuscript re pould Le
preven omechies Lke char Lz even moe Mppcul v pead but | can assure you it would [be]
far more rewarding to read, for me, than Dauthus. | am sure that my irritation at Fraktur was
infinitely increased by the realisation that the content of Dauthus left kilometres to be desired.

Next, you say 'l do know | have no authority to find faults in other people, seeing how
imperfect | am as a person”. This is a boring and overworked standard reply. If you honestly
believe that, then | advise you to stop writing music reviews as you are not a member of a great
band such as Sigh or whoever and are therefore not fit to pass judgement on people’s demos, are
you? We both know this is not the case. Next: 'who, except for you, Mr Krauze, is perfect?”.
Yaaaawn. | won't even bother. It sounds to me like you want to have your horn of mead and
drink it. Perhaps every demo band you criticised should write to you and ask for a course in
perfection? Somehow | think not.*

Sparring aside, | actually think you have misunderstood my comments on your criticism
of Eternal Qath. Firstly, of course they deserve to be criticised (although you have already
suggested one cannot criticise something one is perfect — by your admission that counts you
out) utterly. It is not really a question of spelling mistakes, it is a question of pretension. | don’t
even remember Langsuyar making any mistakes. It is, as you point out, a subjective thing. That
a randomly-chosen sentence like 'for me it is important to diversify for respect to the different
spheres brought by lyrics’ makes me vomit, is my problem | guess, though your tolerance did
indeed seem inconsistent to me after reading the Eternal Oath fragment (and do you really think
EO will read that review?).$

Regarding my own spelling handicaps: guilty as charged. "nuff said. | wipe the blood
from my plastron and step forward once more to cross blades.

*Nazgul's Eyrie’ is what is intricately inscribed across the very pages of the flyers | am
in possession of (can | join Moonspell now?), without the circumflex which is there in Tolkien.*

Your comment about English not being your mother tongue is on about the same level
as your cleaner vs. well educated statements. In that case, | strongly advise you to write Dauthus
#1 in Finnish and | will write to you in Polish to complain that | don’t understand Finnish...
and | wish my Swedish (which | have not inflicted on you as | am sure you have enough to laugh
at already) was as good as your English.”

My letter in Dauthus #2 — | am sure it doesn’t bother me either way. If you really
feel it will not be space wasted, go ahead.

I ook forward to Dauthus #2 and will buy a lenslock device for reading it.

Vertu blessadur og sall...

Kola Krauze

Due to lack of dpace, comments are brief.

1. Sarcasm and humour is as present in both of our writings and your claim to refuse this is
only a joke itself (unless you in fact do spend your nights with Genital Ben?) apparently only said to
getmore to complain about: treating every sarcastic comment of mine as 2 cold fact and thus avoiding
the core of my words... that you certainly are aware of. 2. Thanks for being such a devoted reader,
You are the firstperson | have heard of having read i three times! You deserve not one copy of ths
issue, but three, and a "This Issue is Dedicated to Kola Krauze” on page four. ~ 3. Of course it was
worthless, being a sarcastic comment (apologies). What matters in reality is your comman sense. One
may have spent half one's lfe at the university but still be a complete retard. | was about to name an
example here but that would have sounded pretty impolite so | will not. 4. It was yet another sarcastic
comment of mine (more apologies), referring to your Besserwisser mentality in your very first letter,
which initsturn was caused by what you interpreted as a Besserwisser mentality in the zine. Regarding
reviews, everybody knows a zine editor s comment on a demo is only that very zine editor's comment:
and to dig even further in the matter, as you like to do... Why the hell do | review material in the first
place? Because peaple send me their material asking me to review it. Of course. It is so trite having
to waste time explaining obvious matter as this to a person who already knows it, as yourself. 5.
First, Langsuyar did make plenty of mistakes both in the interview (some of which | may even have
corrected in the zine) and in his letters, at least to have been authored by somebody wha gives English
lessons on his free time. Second, about the pretension. One is so surrounded by pretension in one's
everyday life that | take treat the entire subject very ironically in Dauthus, as a tongue-i-cheek sig-
nal to everybody who do not even see their own pretension. An English friend of mine was most surprised
to hear youtalk about pretension: "Look who's talking!", was his reply. Third, no, | do not expect a
band from Singapore actually read my review on a Swedish zine. My only intention with those words
was only to find something funny. Obviously, as we know now, it was in fact not fun at all. But at
least it did something, it made some people snap! 6. | do have a flyer or two from Nazgil's Eyrie
featuring the circumflex, bviously it only depends on the actual font they used and whether it featured
itor not. | do have an impression this circumflex is something you and | care a lot more about than
Opyrus himself does. 7. Itwas yet another of my sarcastic comments (yet more apologes). Whatever
| say is sarcastic; in fact, devoting an entire page for this petty discussion is Very Sarcastic Indeed.
There'd be no point for me to write in Finnish as | am starting to forget my very own mother tongue
(which is something | deeply regret) which means none of my three languages | possess in full. | can-
notdoazineatall.

%o be continueb...
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