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In the last issue’s editorial, | was talking how good it was that metal scene 
_was so diverse then. | still think almost the same way now, but my 

.~ emotions calmed down a bit. 

Let's consider progressive metal (which is a priority genre in “Edge Of 
Time"). Sterile music and mechanical technicality can pretty easy become 
eemotionless and we witness that. Yes, there are lots of new prog metal 

~ bands, but do we get more diversity from it? ‘Dream Theater copycats’ is 
a pretty old topic... But the problem is even not here. For instance, Lemur 
Voice’s main influence is Dream Theater, but it doesn't decrease the value 

of their “Insights” album much. Many of us are not against 
" hearing good copies, o, let's just say, good bands of THE 
Ial STYLE. It's more frustrating, that a raising interest in 

L progressive metal let average bands to get signed and 
d side...  release average records. Such average records cannot be 

named ‘good copies’. It's even more pathetic, when young 
bands cry they can't get a record deal. As someone said, if 

you don't have a deal, it means you are not good enough yet. (There may 
be exceptions, but they are rare.) Of course, for a prog metal band, it's far 
more difficult to get signed than for a mainstream band, but it's naive to 
believe that the matter will change. Great bands sooner or later get 
signed. | have listened to a handful of old demo tapes from 1986 and 
1991 and was amazed by the high songwriting and technical skills of 
those bands. Some of them got signed, others did not. Many bands today 
put their products too early in the run. 

, Gre 

| talked about ‘goodness’. But we can't forget IDENTITY. | don’t know any 
other genre that would have had an elite with 3 well-known and 
respectful bands and there would be no competitive bands which would 
get close to or even surpass them. The prog metal elite consists of Dream 

. Theater, Fates Warning, and Queensryche and it seems to stay the same 
forever. Does anyone dare to name a prog-metal band better than any of 
these 32 OK, “Awake” and “Hear In The Now Frontier” received much 
criticism and, perhaps, aren't that great, but the best albums of these 
bands remain undefeated. Personally, | think the best attempts to get into 
‘“the elite’ were Vauxdvihl’s “To Dimension Logic” and; partially, Shadow 

 Gallery’s “Carved In Stone”. Besides, I would add Psychotic Waltz to ‘Big 
) Three’ but they aren't exactly a progressive metal band. You may say ther 

are other great albums. | agree. But most of them still lack identity. We 
have a lot of ‘good" albums, but there is a significant lack of ‘great” albums. 

copy (S 
maillt For 

Forgive my mumbling and this pretentious beginning. How there would 
be, frst of all, it's really great that, at least, there is what to criticize. s 
take a look at the quantity of reviews in a heavy/power/progressive-metal 
section... It’s bigger than ever. It’s difficult to evaluate others creative 
talent, but who can say we don’t have a right to do that? We.da:not 
smash, we stimulate , |( there were no press, most of people 
wouldn't even ki nce of one or another band. If 
everything would be deser 
‘worse’, people would buy CDs almost 
Our purpose is to guide you through di 
nobody have blamed us for a criticism yet 

previous issues. Ending on a higher note, notice that blgger labels hegm to'sign progres- 
#7,8,9, 10, and 11 are available for 2 sive/power metalbands. Metal in), Century Media, and even 
each. getallfive for $5! It a real Siids nowbdon Geventalk; 
BARGAIN!! Tness issues contain 
interviews with many bands you always & v hadalocGipower new labels springing wanted to see ina magazine. 

hopefully we will h out, the concurrence is geting bigger, 
chance to hear more bands that are DIFFERENT. 

(&) 

fufl £ wmpl 1 goww‘” 
future, elo. contents.bigger than ever.fots o rsh blood: Anomaly, Where Echoes End, e 

Architect, Tritonus, Sensorium, efc., etc. lots of eviews o prog 
layout,sieamined and plaininpaces. ncomparson wih a couple of e ssues. done quie i a 
rush. good, interesting, and innovative layout demands lots of time and ressources... | 
‘space. everything is PACKED. \wus«mmqmacmmama\we-gnuossmrmm‘m oy 
into36 pages but  alled...damn postage rats. - 
text.fontissmall. besides, we have faced some printing problems; 50 please forgive f som 
ooks notthat good. hopefully, everythingis readable. Edge Of Time #12 

0P34 future, oh, yeah 
contents can be used WEB SIT! 
wherever desired. please | iterviews! 
mention the source. 



Where Echoes End 
The Feeling of Vauxdvihl expressed in a new way 

was released back i 

answers and it was 
when to expect a ni 

industrial approach 
| tried to clear the 
(a.k.a. Paulpot), the 

Logic”, 

not that far away... 
their first demo. 

vocals) and Chris D 

different directions 

Interview by Gi iedrius Slivinskas 

“To Dimension Logic” was one of the most prominent 
progressive metal albums. Its authors, the band named 
Vauxdvihl, are from a distant land Australia. The CD 

n 1995 by Advent Records and 
gradually achieved a ‘great-album’ status. The band 
always was a slightly mystic one. In a couple of 
interviews that | have read, they were giving hazy 

hard to get what it is all about, i.e., 
ew album, has the style actually 

changed, etc. There was a 3-songs demo released in 
1996, which surprised many because of more 

hings up and talked to Paul Read 
original member of Vauxdvihl who 

did not participate in the recording of “To Dimension 
and Eddie Katz, the former bass player. Both of 

them have founded a new band called Where Echoes 
End which, stylistically, is very different from 
Vauxdvihl. Yet, they claim, that emotionally they are 

“Next Weeks Miracle” is the title of 

According to their words, only Fab Gallen (guitars/ 
elov (drums) from “To Dimension 

Logic” line-up are the members of current Vauxdvihl. 
The paths of Vauxdvihl and Where Echoes End go in 

and lead to different places... 

time to move on.” 

“I don’t think either of us will be working with Vauxdvihl in the near 
future or the distant future. Our first priority will always be Where 
Echoes End and | hope we will always look to the future not the past 
and continue to progress, we are extremely happy with the new 
material and | don't think we will ever go back to the way we were, it’s 

V
i
 

1 don't know if 1 am allowed to relate 
Vauxdvihl and Where Echoes End but | 
can't skip that.. So, WHAT did happen 
after “To Dimension Logic"?! 
Paulpot: After “To Dimension Logi 
nothing happened. Band members 
changed and then settled on a line-up for 
awhile. Music was still being written and 
various music types were being absorbed. 
Vauxdihl s a slow moving beast, sloth- 
like at times. I the last few years, only 
one or two rehearsals took place with a 
ful ine-up. A demo was recorded and 
then VW sat back for a while to see the 
reaction. A new CD is not far off. 'm not 
sure i it's a full CD or a half a dozen 
songs, but | am in no position to say now 
as | have limited contact with the 
Vauxdvih guys. 

1ts probably more correct to say that 
you stopped playing progressive metal 
and began to play ambient, instead of 
saying ‘you changed the style’. WHAT 
were the REASONS? 

Paulpot: The new music may have 
ambient elements to it, but it’s still dark 

with lashings of atmosphere. The majority 
of people that have heard the demo tell 

us that it is very disturbing. The feeling of 
WV may sill be there but it s being 
expressed in a new way. Progressive. 
metal is quite limiting in some ways to 
the point where some progressive music 
has that sound about it and you know it's 
progressive. We don't believe that it's 
changing or being progressive to keep 
going the same route. Its more 
progressive to change and grow musically, 
that's the meaning of progressive, to 
progress, don't hold back. Where Echoes 
End may go heavier than WV yet, it just 
not evident on the demo. 

Eddie: | found being in a progressive 
band very limiting musically. Progressive 
music in Austraia i stagnant and has 
been for years, no one seems to be doing 
anything innovative, and innovation s 
exactly what a progressive band should 
be striving to achieve. To innovate and 
progress, that's what its all about. 
Being the bass player in Vauxdvil was 
the most frustrating time as a musician for 
me because of the limits placed on me by 
other members of the band. With Where 
Echoes End, there are no limits, we 
decide on a direction and a concept and 
we work towards those goals. To put it 
bluntly, I've never been happier 
personally or musically and that's 
something | never found in Vauxdvihi! 

Can you run deeply through the whole 
history of Vauxdvihl and Where Echoes 
End? When did Where Echoes End 
born? 
Paulpot: WV is like a pimp and then we're 
the whore's. Once upon a time, Eddie, 
Paul and Fab, wrote music and for a long 
time could not find a singer or drummer. 
As time passed), drummers went through 
and Chris was the man. A singer then 
came along who sounded remarkably like 
Midnight (Crimson Glory). We rehearsed 
for a year and did a few gigs then 
exploded. Eddie, Paul and Chris joined 
up with Fred (guitarist) and rehearsed a 
different style of music all together, then 
that split, too. Eventually Chris went back 
with Fab and then Fred joined in. A 
demo was recorded... Eddie came back 
down that W road again and shazam! 

“To Dimension Logic” was recorded. After 
its release, Eddie was out again. Fred's 
then out. Paul back in. Demo ‘96 done. 
Started work on a CD in 1997. Paul out 
again. And now Fab and Chrs are VV. 
(They may have alias's now due to the WV. 
factorl) 
Then a healthy new baby weighing in at 
around 170 kilos was born in late 
May'97. We named it Where Echoes End. 
It was not a difficult birth as we have been 
together musically on and off for about 10 
years. 

Have Vauxdvihl had any recordings 
besides “To Dimension Logic”? | have 

heard that there were more than 10 
songs ready back in 19962 Were they 
prog metal? 
Paulpot: Only one W CD has been 
released up to this stage. In 1996, there 
were probably 17 songs ready to go. 
Quite a few were acoustc, quite a few 
were heavy with an industrial feel and 
even some underground techno sounds 
A few sections may have had a 
progressive feel due to Chris’ drumming, 
These songs were extremely diverse. WV 
may put out a folk album one day, who 
knows? 

There was a 3-songs demo somewhere 
at the end of 1996 still under the name 

of Vauxdvihl. Can you talk more about 
it? 

Paulpot: The three-tracks demo was 
recorded with the Fab, Chris and Paul 
line-up and these three songs may end up 
on the new WV recordings | would 
assume, but | never like to assume 
because as Benny Hill put it, “It makes an 
ASS out of U and ME". The three songs 

show a change in direction, they were 
more direct and shorter. The unessential 

things were cut out, but, at the same time, 
there were more electronic sounds 
included. 

What the other three guys from “To 
Dimension Logic” are doing now? 
Paulpot: “The Dimension Logic” line-up 
was Fab, Chris, Eddie and Fred. Stacey 

Handchild was not a member of the band 
and I bailed out before the CD was 
recorded. Fred has been studying music at 
college and I've heard he has recorded a 

fusion CD. Fab and Chris are still W. So 

that leaves Eddie with Where Echoes End. 

s “Next Weeks Miracle” the only 
release of Where Echoes End so far? 
Eddie: “Next Weeks Miracle” is our first 

but certainly not our last release. The 6 
songs on the tape represent a cross. 
section of the material.we have written 
over the past 3 months. When we 
recorded the demo we chose songs that 
varied from one another to give the 
listener a better idea of the new direction 

we have taken. 

In the near future, we will be recording a 
full-length CD which should contain as 
many as 22 songs, most of which are 
nearing completion. We are extremely 

| exited about the new: material which 
contains music influences ranging from 
Celtic and Classical to the more 
progressive styles of music with a dark 
atmospheric feel. The CD will run in 
chapter form through 22 stages and 5 
chapters. We also have some revolution- 
ary ideas for packaging and art work for 
the CD which we are developing with a 
talented young photographer named 
Charles Prochazka. 
Paulpot: I’ true. 
Was it difficult to be a progressive 
metal band in a country like Australia? 
Can you mention some other good 
Australian bands of similar style? 
Paulpot: It was extremely difficult to be 



anything but a straight out rock band in 
Australia. If it's not a cover band or 

something people can listen to without 
thinking about it, then the market in 
Australia is a tough one. We tend to wait 

Vauxdvihl “To Dimension Logic™ 
(Advent Records, 1994) 
Frederic Leduc (guitars and mandolin), Fab 
Gallen (guitars), Chris Delo (drums), Edward 
Katz (bass and keyboards), Stacy Handchild 
wocals) 
1.the weapon 
2.to dimension logic 

3. questions or misanthropy 
4. separate ends 
5. comedy of errors 
6. philosophia mosaica 
7. in search of forever 
8. minus absence 

for the rest of the world to give a trend 
the nod, and then a year down the track 
Australia follows. I'd ike to mention some 
other bands of similar style to WV, but | 
don't hang out in those circles anymore 
and therefore | don't know of any. 
Eddie: People don't care... they don't 
understand it....they don't want to 
understand it...and they just don't get it 
Progressive music is just too much for the 
average Australian to handle. Its a 
different culture here and we are a 
minority which makes things pretty 
difficult. 

“To Dimension Logic” was VERY WELL 
achieved by progressive metal fans all 
over the world. Still, sales-wise it does 

not have big figures, right? What 
reasons of that do you see? Distribution 
was more or less decent, wasn't it? 

What role your geographical location 
has played? 
Faulpot: The sales were good considering 
that the majoring was sold due to word of 

I have no idea how the distribution 

war, culture.....the list goes on 
Where Echoes End is a vehicle for 
expressing our opinions. It allows us to 
put forward our ideas (musically and 
mentally) and receive feedback from 
people all over the world. | have read a 
lot of books over the past 3 years on 
topics ranging from Physics, Evolution, 
Science, Mind, Mysticism, Astronomy and 
lincorporate what | learn with the music | 
write. 
In the future, Where Echoes End may 
tackle subject like The paradox of 
quantum physics or Naked singularities or 
The big bang theory or The theory of 
relativity, we may look at Mind and 
Consciousness or Fuzzy logic and its 
infinite shades of gray. Who knows where 
this journey willlead us. 
Paulpot: What it is, Bro! The big band 
theory, that's the one where Glen Miller 
and Tommy Dorsey come back to lfe via 
the magic of the stretched pantiehose, 
cotton wool and 3 very small 

establish a sense of self, and from the self 
the ego is born. Most of the worlds 
problems that exist today are caused by 
this ego driven monster we call man, 
eliminate the ego and you solve the 
problems. 
Paulpot: The world would be a terrific 
place without man-kind ! 

Did your landmate Black Lung influence 
Where Echoes End in one or another 
way? 
Paulpot: 've only heard Black Lung 
briefly and, in fact, | went to see Black 
Lung live a few months ago and | left 
before the end. They have no influence 
on us. 

Is it difficult to promote Where Echoes 

End? It's not progressive metal, and 
therefore you have to strike to the 
different areas... ifferent record 
companies, different distributors, 

like Where Echoes End, it's that simple. 
It's time to change, nothing stays the same 
and I hope that fans of Vauxdvihl continue 
to mature and grow as much as we have 
over the past few years. Just look at this as 
the beginning of a long quest that could 
take you anywhere. 
Paulpot: And you don't need a compass 
or map. 

Will you consider the appearance of 
vocals in Where Echoes End? Who did 
spoken parts in “Next Weeks Miracle”, 
are they samples of some movies or 
what? 

Eddie: We are considering vocals but it 
would be minimal at this point. | think the 
sample we have chosen express 
everything we wanted them to and we're 
having so much fun working this way that 
it looks like we may continue without 
vocals, but you never know. When we 
work with samples, we take small parts 

coat hangers. The science 
confederation will soon The Story of Vauxdvihl and Where Echoes End 
proclaim the Big Band 
Theory as the answer to all of the big 
Questions and a few tiny problems will be 
put to rest aso, e.g,, why does only one 
sock disappear in the washing machine? 

Would this project be possible without 
a philosophical background (some of 
which is stated on the tape cover and 
on the press ki? 
Eddie: Where Echoes End revolves 
around a philosophical background. The 
views expressed on “Next Weeks 
Miracle” are our own and | think we will 

always express an opinion with our music. 
As | mentioned above, the forthcoming 
CD will revolve around a concept which 

looks at life and the problems we face as 
a result of being too numerous, too 

was but | can say that we received 
2 lot of emails asking where they could get the CD as it was extremely 
hard to find, nobody could purchase the thing without going though 
huge dramas." 

different audience, etc. 
Eddie: 1 think, it difficult to promote 
anything truly original and experimental, 
having said that | also think we may 
appeal to a broad range of listeners. The 
response we've received in Australia has 
been extremely positive, everyone, who 
has heard the tape, has commented on 
how original it sounds and most of these 
people are lsteners of progressive metal. 
So it's fantastic. 

I think, if you can detach yourself from 
what we did in Vauxchihl and listen with 
a clear and open mind you will be 

‘Where Echoes End “Next Weeks Miracle” 
demo (une1997) 
All songs witten and arranged by Eddie Katz 
and Paul Read. 
1. ripples on a stagnant pond 
2.tema incognita (beyond the reach of science) 
3. syndication: part 1l 
4. opmions dided 
5. only in war 
6. itell the ruth even when |l 

mouth. The management was dodgy and 
within the band some of us only go told 
selective things, so we never really knew 
exactly what was going on. It s truly 
amazing that “To Dimension Logic” did 
nothing at all considering all the positive 
feedback. 
1 have no idea how the distribution was 

but | can say that we received a lot of 
emails asking where they could get the 
€D as it was extremely hard to find, 
nobody could purchase the thing without 
going though huge dramas. | could go on 
about this question for ever but it would 
turn ugly. people seem to enjoy 
fipping others offf...ect.......what the 
fuc bastar...d.......s 
Eddie: Demographics play a major role 
We are so far away from where the action 
is that most bands just die or fade away in 
a cesspool of pub gigs. Its also very easy to 
et ripped off, and because we are so far 
away people take advantage of you. You 
can't deal face to face with anyone 
because of the distance. 
e Econs Er0. 

Present the concept of Where Echoes 
End. 

Eddie: Where Echoes End is a unique 

blend of ambient sonic textures, 

distressing sampling ,dark mysterious 
moods, and themes with strong melodic 
hooks throughout which draw the lstener 
into a panorama of sound. “Next Weeks 
Miracle” is just a small portion of a much 
larger work which addresses issues 
ranging from religion, science, psychology, 

greedy, and too mobile. Greed is one of 
the major factors which drives the human 
race and could cause its down fall. 

Everybody wants something... more 
money, more power, more respect, more 
children, more sex, more land, more food 
and some of us will stop at nothing to get 
what we want. Next Weeks Miracle and 

the forthcoming CD will uncover what 
people want and how they go about 
getting it. It will show how the group or 
superorganism rather than the individual 
is what really matters in the quest for the 
things we want. 
Paulpot: And so say al of us. 

Can you give some explanations behind 
the phrase “we have met the enemy, 
and he is us"? 
Eddie: We Have Met The Encmy, And He 
Is Us ... sums up the entire concept in one 
simple phrase. It basically shows how we 
are our own worst enemy. We g0 to war 
in the name of religion, we kill for the 
right to speak, we stand by idly and watch 
as Rwanda moves from hunger to 
holocaust, we commit unspeakable acts 
for illusions we believe in, murder, 

muggings, robberies and rape, where will 
it end. 

The greatest flaw in mans consciousness is 
our perception of time. When the human 
species became aware of the passage of 
time everything began to change, possibly 
for the worse. Awareness of time means 

awareness of death, and awareness of 

death means that you can foresee your 
own mortality. From this awareness, we 

rewarded. 'm a listener of progressive 
music but my taste in music has matured 
and grown o the point where | can 
appreciate a whole range of different 
styles and | think it shows in the music we 

are writing 
Paulpot: yeah. 

“Next Weeks Miracle” has probably got 
very controversial reactions... 
Eddie: Some of the sampling is quite 
disturbing and intense which some: 
listeners may find a bit controversial. The 
samples we have chosen for the songs are 
very important, they make the song come 
alive and gives the music a strange 
ambient atmosphere. With each song, we 
try to put forth a view or a certain mood 

and the samples help to achieve that goal. 
When you deal with issues such as 
religion and politics you are bound to get 
some negative reactions from some 
people. 
Paulpot: that's correct, negatoria 

What can you say to disappointed fans 
that were waiting for something in the 
vein of “To Dimension Logic"? 

Eddie: s time to progress, | consider 
listeners of progressive metal to be some 
of the most musically open minded 
people around, al that we ask is that you 
let us guide you on a journey to 
uncharted territory, to places you thought 
you would never explore. 
I you liked “To Dimension Logic”, you 
must be musically open minded.. And if 
you are musically open minded you will 

from a range of sources and arrange them 
in such a way that the song tell a story, so 
there are lots of fragmented sections 
combined to make a coherent and 
cohesive whole. Basically, we use 
anything that interests us or fits with the 
concept or theme, anything that can help 
put forward our views. 
Paulpot: Indeed. 

Who is Helen? 
Paulpot: Helen is my girfriend and 
personal secretary. Helen put the VWV web 
page up and took care of e-mail 
correspondence. She is also helping with 
Where Echoes End 

‘What will you do now? Is the question 
of Vauxdihl reformation in the original 
line-up excluded? Has “Next Week 

cles” been mailed to many record 
labels/magazines? 
Eddie: Al the moment, we're working on 
building a following and just letting. 
people know what’s going on. In the next 
2 months, we hope to put the finishing 
touches to the last of the songs we have 
witten and then go into the studio. We 
recently had a meeting with the sound 
engineer we will be working with in the 
studio and everything scems to be 
running along smoothly. 
I don't think either of us will be working 
with Vauxdvihl in the near future or the 

distant future. Our first priority will always 
be Where Echoes End, and | hope we will | 
always look to the future not the past and | 
continue to progress, we are extremely 
happy with the new material and | don't 
think we wil ever go back to the way we 
were, its time to move on. 
Paulpot: "Next Weeks Miracle” has made 
its way to you first and now it's going all 
around the globe, we are not too 
interested in pushing it in Australia 

1"Next Weeks Miracle” can be obiained for 54 
{cheque or money order rom 
Where Echoes End, 48 Wilma ave. Mulgrave 
3170, VIC, Australial 

Ipaulpot@Iabyrinth. net.au or 
echoes@labyrinth net.aui 

Ihitp://wwww Jabyrinth.net.au/”echoes| 



Formerly known 
simply as Eternity, 
this American 
band changed their name to 
Eternity X in October of 1996. As 
| progressively got to know them 
better, | realized | was in front of 
something very special, and not 
common in the music scene. | 
had the chance of interviewing 
Eternity X vocalist and “alma 
mater” Keith Sudano during the 
first half of the month of August, 
just a few months after their last 
“child”, as he once referred to 

their monumental release “The 

Edge"”; was born. As you will be 
able to read, all the process until 
this record was finally completed 
has much to do with a labor. 

Hello Keith, how are you doing? 
Ohhhh, pretty good my friend. Tm all 
revved up here ready to answer 
questions.. bring em on! 

What have you and the band been 
doing lately? 
Lately we have been concentrating on 
stage show, touring and CD sales We 
like to keep involved as much as possible 
in the business end of things Wee just 
getting ready for some great things to 
happen. A lot of advertising and sending 
samplers s also part of our cveryday 
lives. too, 

Oh yes, T understand. I should say T 
r with any band who. 

has a more direct and warm contact 
with their base of fans as Eternity X 
has. This also can be applied to the 
tons of samples you freely dis- 

tribute, right? So, are you preparing 
something special for the forthcoming 
shows supporting The Edge ? 
Hmmmm, I think more special than 
anyone realizes. Lets just say it will be 
FUN! 

am not famil 

What can you tell about a possible 
tour around Europe? 
We were asked to do shows in 
on Ocrober 4th but we had to decline 
for cermain reasons. We are going anyway 
10 eny the Oktoberfest with some 
people ar our record company and some 
fans of ours who invited us. The true 
European tour starts in Germany in 
March 1998 Whew! Now the 
Europeans will have to listen to Jims 
horrible jokes in Person! 

ay 

Oooh, are they that bad? I have to 
admit his inputs on the Eternity X 

etter scemed to me quite funny 
and for moments even brilliant. Last 
one 1 remember now, was when he 
mentioned Zeek [bassist] left the 
priesthood after hearing The 
Confession  song. 
Yeah, T do have to admit thar Jims 
humor comes out in mysterious ways 
Sometimes he doesnit even know it and 
with a certain look he can have me 
rolling on the floor. 

Reviewing some biographical notes 
about yourself and the way you 

vocals. Talking about Alanis we can 
find on The Edge a (I don't know if 
sarcastic) reference to her famous 
You Oughta Know / Ironic 

tunes_ The track I mean is 
Rejection , perhaps one of the most 

aggresive and original ones of the 
whole album Td say. What can you 
tell about this 
I thought it would be funny and very 
true at the same time to write a song 
representing the male point of view to 
those songs of hers Rejection s about 
the guys point of view (in extreme 
situations) when a girl is a nag Tés really 
a song answering her song  You ou 
know . She is so passionate in that song 
about the girls point of view in a 
relationship break up. T have been on 
the other end and T wanted to ger that 

e talks about how the guy juse 
left her For an older woman_ I talk 
about how the girl was a whining baby 

} who made my life miserable so T had w 
leave her for another woman, its nuts 

bands like Queen. 12, Bonton, 
Jovi ar the time and his guy changed my 
whole: way of looking at yocas and 
music The song was Breaking The 

On The Edge CD booklet, we can 
| read Keith Sudano lead, backing 

vocals, multiple personalities . It 
something that drew my attention at 
the beginning, and 1 coulds't 
understand it t0o well, you know. But 
after listening your work in the album 

- thoroughly, in my opinion that 

You show indeed lots of shades and 
vocal variations: whispers, narrated 
parts_. Did you personally decide to 

Yes and no. T was the one who 

suggested the title but only after people 
were telling me that we had to put 
something more than just vocals 
song The Edge Of Madness has 6 
seperate personalitics fi 
out of lman. Its kind of like my crazy 

diary that song, We all have differenc 
moods and these people are the epitomy 
of those moods. I became what everyone 
understands least of all.the sides of 
themsclves they hide away and keep 
tight control over 

The 

t© come 

How would you describe your 
. performance on this album separately 
. and in relation to some of Eternity X 

Now or then T feel that 
cermainly was I thi 
fantastic album and 
Jike M. Tate! Yes T have a soft spar for 
his vocals, L will forever no matter which  exactly wi 
way they go- T will ahways remember 

T understand i:,ym«uy.!wmi« it 
you ever had the chance of previous releases’ 

In my opinion, it s the finest work I 
have personally done. I clased my eyes 
and T became the song 1 was singing at 
the time. T could care less abour 
technical things at the time. Forrunately 
Tam at the point where I can afford not 

progresive fisteners and Tunderstand 
 Yes Ihad the chance and I blew B how they fecl but the woman caprures 
* was during the Empire tour and I got 
sick! T will nae gee over that uaril we do 

neually meet. Hopefully on the sume 
smge. 

i i o R they are t«m;p 
+ Are they Iilieveable? Ts their voice 

pleasine These:are all indi 
questions that we miise all individually. - 
answer. [ ook for that from a singer - 

10 worry abour techiical things while 
fecling a song in the studio and it 

comes out right. On the first 2 Eps, 1 
singer, T had the problems 

. of any young singer. T was worried wo 
much about being on key than § 

song Zodiac 
+ technical stuff in mind. T did the whole 

album in 4 days Now this is a great feat 
for a°48 minute album as anyone can 
attest to bat i is, by no means, a proper 
thing to do. The fact that I proved T 

vas a youny 
who influences me in 

was done with all 



could do it did nothing for the 
album.in fact it suffered for it 
Mind Games s my dark CD vocally 

was the first CD I began to use different 
voicings and technique t get accross 
moods. T think that album went very 

dlL Of course, The Edge is my 
favorite vocal work. I did things that are 
controversial but T did them none the 
les. The very high vocal i The 
Looking Glass s me with no effects. T 
have goten a 50/50 response on i, both 
sides feel just as strongly about their 
position.  But that's another story. Lets 
Just say T am very, very happy with The 
Edge. 

Well, it a fact, your performance 
phenomenal on it. T was also a bit 
confused at the beginning about the 
passige you mention from The 
Looking Glass . It somehow might 
sound a bit too-high-pitched, but T 
supposed the intention was perhaps 
just adding another different shade to 
that part of the theme, with no 
further stylistic pretences.. did you 
consider to use some choral section 
for that part, may I ask? 
We consdered many things at that 

pressure? 
‘This question is a no brainer. Na. No 
pressure at all. We have always gotten 
better and ourdid our previous works 
and we will do it again and again. There 
s 1o amogance intended here, its just 
that we have the key to ourslves, we 
know what makes us climb higher. This 
was nor all just stumbled upon, T 
suppose T would be afraid if it was. 
What I am trying to say is we hav 
plan. The next CD s already being 
thought about. 

a 

For an album like The Edge , 50 
colossal in many aspects, I bet the 
recording, pre-production and other 
stages should had been a bit 
exhausting mentally. Were there any 
significant moments during the 
development of this project you'd like 
to highlight as most 
significant ones 
Wow! There are so00 man 
We fought, we argued, we 
laughed, we cried, we were 
silent. This CD brought 

emotions from us that we 

had no idea were there. Tn 
producing an album like this, 

vork1 love music! 

the concepts 

I understand. I can't help you asking 
about one track which particulary 
impressed me, for the emotive and 
meaningful story behind it. I'm 
talking about The Confession . 
“Taking place inside a church, I also 
think the feeling which the Carmina 

Burana chants excerpt, or the trigger 
and footsteps sound cffects give to it 
was also a good choice. It made it 

ook like a real time clapsed song 
indeed. 
I have always had a struggle with 
organized religion. 1 realize I am 
treading on soft ground here. To me, the 
man in the story seems like the epitomy 
of a person who is on the edge. He is 
faced with  dilemma. Here is 2 man 
who has always respected the cross and 
the higherarchy of the priesthood. He 
taught his 12 year old daughter to be the 

same way, without 
to respect all religious pers 
have in this story 2 priest 
Killed his daughter and thi 
on the warpath. His common 
turns off as it might with all 
now is going around kil 
To this man, the edge 
raping and killing his 
be honest, if 1 were him, 1 
would do the sume thing if someone 
even raped my daughter 
Kill her. T could reach the ¢ 
someone in my famil 
it is human nature, 

not 
wrong, this was his first experience 
doing a recording of this entity, right? 
Don't you think that, keeping that in 
mind, his work at The Edge could 
even be judged as more outstanding? 
“The result has surprised me very 
positively, really. 
Yes it was his first true recond recording. 
As T stated above, T believe the answer to 
the second question is also yes T know, 
it is largely due to Jamie that we did 
what we have done here. It is also a 
desire to pull the best out from 
everyone. 

1 see. Indeed, maybe after this release 
Eternity X will have the nice 
responsibility of releasing albums on 
par with this work. T mean, we could 
sy The Edge is for the moment the 
pinnacle of your career at all levels— 
what do you think about this eventual 

. ot had thoughes abour 
life being worth it You didnt care if you 
lived or died, you were there for the 
moment. T can directly relate it o being 
drunk with no liquer. You sce the world 
but you dont feel it through the 
numbed state your mind is in, you have 
reached The Edge. 

Interesting.. was during the album 
recording process a moment you 
thought you could have gotten too 
immersed in trying to describe that 
mood? Or in other words, a moment 

yEia 
‘or reached that edge. 

Not real. These ave all songs of places T 
have already been. If you were t© 
experience The Edge i real lfe all at 
once you would be doomed. Tt ook 

years to compile the experiences on that 
CD, that is why so many people can 
relate to it. 

1 are alwolurely right. 

By the way, is this artist the sime 
Gary Smith who did such great works 
with Savatage covers ( Gutter Ballet , 
Edge Of Thorns ) for instance? His 
signature on The Edge cover is not 
the same, that's why I was curious 
No its a different Gary Smith. All T can 
say is that this Gary Smith is one of the 
most_ intense, spiritual, supportive, great 
men T have cver met. 

Most Eternity X members live in the 
proximity of New Jersey area, s that 
right? 
Yes, we all live in this state that is all o 
close to New York. We have been lucky 
about that, 

Do you keep a regular contact with 
any bands in particular, from the NJ 
state area or not? 
Some of the Angular/Musca bands we 
do. Other than that, not really. T have 

personal friendships with some people 
from some of the bigger name bands but 
we have a mutual understanding, I don' 
use them for popularity or press and 
they won't for me when Im in that 
position.  Sometimes 1 would love to tll 
everyone their comments but I restrain 
myself. 

Just as you wish. But only one further 
question about this aspect Keith: 
Eternity X is a band which gives a big. 
importance to keeping a direct 
correspondence with their fans. 
Sending abundant free samplers 
wordlwide, asking to fans their 
‘opinions about different topics which 
can then be used as reference when 

time to take some decisions, etc. 

Also as you mentioned before, you 
prefer to keep involved in the 

bussiness end of things. 
This all seems so natural o me. I do 
have faith. T have faith in our fans 

| You have t be in my positon o 
understand. Its not just like every 
other band where they have fans 
who LOVE them. The ETX fan s 
different. The music makes them 
different and the personality 
portrays that. You have to hear 
their comments to truly grasp this 
concept. They don't all sy the 
same thing, they all share the 
same soul 

Without mentioning any bands 
names, which are some of 
those opinions you received 

from your music mates in regards to 
the personal vision Eternity X has 

about these approaches towards the 
fans, bussiness and 5o on? 
‘They think we are biting off more than 
we can chew. Also I have heard members 
of 2 known bands comment about how 

great what we are doing is and still go 
and alienate the people who support 
them. Dammit! T am a fan! T know what 
its like to be dissed. T know what its ke 
1o have a hero or icon and be torally 
stomped ont It is human mture © 
believe in a hero and 2 star, or role 
model. T am no different. When I find 
they don't give a damn about people or 
me for that matter, T am never the same. 
I understand they cannot speak t© me 
everyday or maybe even once. or 
they® Are they so damn far removed 

ot a cuscomer, he is part of the band 
AU T can say is thar we have 

accomplished more than mast ather 
Tands already, we have made true friends 
all around the globe. It is sange having 
sameane e you as bigger than life and 
then sceing their reaction when you cill 
them or write to them like a friend. 
Managers that we have had thought this 
idea was terrible. They felr that the ar 
of mystery and looking up to a band was 
what the fans really wanted. Oh well, 
what can I say? Ies ot like we are 
dropping a level, we are just bri 
everyone else up. After all, they put us 
there, why shouldnit they be there, toc? 

Not big deal...thanks for your 
interest in putting this interview and 
best of luck promoting this great 
great album. 
T thank you and your readers for giving 
me the opportunity to take this 
interview, s been fun! Have a great 
day.see you all on The Edge! 

[neepi/svwweteenity-x.com] 



The 3 songs pre-production tape was 
under your name and the CD is coming 
out under the name of Anomaly. What 
is the reason? 
OK. Anomaly really started out as “my 
solo project”, a bunch of instrumental 
stuif with sequenced drums and Sean 
Malone playing bass. As the tunes began 
10 evolve, | realized how much better 
they would sound with real drums, and 
Malone suggested gelting Sean Reinert to 
do the session. When | wrote 
“Ensnared”, | realized that it had the 

potential to be so much more. It was a 
vocal tune. Jim Dorian and | were in 
another band at the time which wasn't 
really going that well, and I bounced 
Ensnared” off of him and he really dug 

it. When Reinert put the drums down for 
it he really blew everyone away, and 
when we mixed everything with Malone 
and Dorian’s stulf it sounded killer. (I re~ 
did all the guitars and we re-mixed it a 
few weeks ago and it sounds twice as 
good now, by the way) It was at that 
moment | realized | wanted to do what 
ended up becoming Anomaly instead of 
a bunch of instrumental stuff. To answer 
the question about the name of the tape: 
Jim Dorian and | had just split from our 
old band and hadn't yet decided on a 
title for the new project, and we were in 
a big hurry to get the pre-release stuf 
out into peoples” hands, and | was 
basically funding everything out of 
pocket at that point, so we used my 
name. The full CD is really a band 
project, so we're using a band name. 

Why such a name as Anomaly? Does it 
fit to the music? 

Well, an anomaly is something 
abnormal, something out of the ordinary. 
1 think that sums up our material, 
Although our stuff s kind of radio- 
friendly and even commercial in parts, 
it's offsel by some truly amazing and 
inspired playing and some weird stuf as 
well. Some of the chord structures we 
use are rarely seen in popular music. We 
never try to be different just for the sake 

 Allthee tracks o the tape are 
iteres: v i Jop diffe describe 

bridge:the gap-between' technicality and accessability 
Interview by Giedrius Slivinskas 

Anomaly at first may seem a strange name for an accessible technical 
metal band. However it was a decision of the guitarist Jim Studnicki 
and the singer Jim Dorian. They wanted to make progressive technical 
rock/metal music that would be listenable and radio-friendly. In the 
first half of 1997, the 3-songs pre-release tape “The Second Day” was 
mailed all around the globe to get the name heard and in order to get 
a record deal. In July'97, the CD was recorded at the Morrisound 
Studio with the help of the bass player Sean Malone and the 
drummer Sean Reinert, who both are former members of Cynic, the 
technical metal band #1. 
Tampa is not that influential to the overall metal scene today but 
there are talented musicians over there that have new ideas and a will 
and potential to compose interesting music. Anomaly is an example. 
lim Studnicki answered my questions about his band, Tampa scene, 
and technical metal in general. 

instrumental. The CD is more balanced. 

Aren't you afraid that people can call 
the ballad “The Second Day” a cheesy 
one..2 
The focus is not on the playing in that 
song. I's on Jim’s voice singing a 
beautiful melody. It's a solid and well- 
thought out piece of work. The lyrics are 
not cheesy. Its not about some guy 
pining over some chick. It's about a 
soldier willing to die for what he 
believed in. Theres no “oh baby baby” 
or any other tired cliches at all. My only 
regret with that one is not having Reinert 
play full drums on it. It would've been 
much more dynamic. If anyone thinks 
we're wusses when they hear that one, 
they'll be proven wrong by the song right 
after it, “The Art of War". 

Maryland about a half mile from each 
other but never met until we moved 
down to Florida. Strange. He is a great 
guy and a monstrously talented bass 
player who “hears” a lot of things 
differently than most other people. I'd 
say Sean Reinert i the closest example of 
a true genius I've ever met. He’s got this 
incredible sense of dynamics coupled 
with mind-boggling chops. It’s ridiculous 
He also has a greal sense of what his 
parts will sound like when everything 
else is done, even if | just give him a 
skeleton of a song to work with. He 
never overplays. It has been my utmost 
privilege to work with those guys; and 
I'm excited about recording and playing 

"We never try to be different just /brffieW 
different, however. We/ll only-be ifferént It We can be 

interested in us. We're at the point 
where we're discussing advance money 
and percentages. 

Who will handle the promotion? Do 
you feel you are able to handle it 
yourself? 
Hopefully, our label will help us with 
that, but [ want to keep complete control 
of our web site. It has helped us out a 
great deal. 

What do you think of purely technical 
music, e.g, Spastic Ink of Ron 
Jarzombek (ex-Watchtowen? Does it 
have a demand and an audience? It 
Tooks like that mainly musicians listen 
0 technical metal... 
It varies. | can't listen to an hour of it 

straight. | need melody, first and 
foremost. From a player’s perspective, 
some of it blows me away. There are 
things on the Cynic record (the end of 
“Uroboric Forms*, for example) which 
set new standards in technical 
proficiency, and which truly amaze me, 
but won't do anything for your average. 
listener. One of the main things we want 
10 do with Anomaly is bridge that gap - 
0 keep pushing the technical envelope 
while sill keeping it commercially viable. 
And | think we've got the people 1o pull 
itoff. 

Have you heard the solo album of Sean 
Malone? If so, give your opinion... 
1 have indeed. 'm a big fan of weird 
fusiony stuff anyway, and it was cool to 
hear. Sean and | are both Tribal Tech fans 
and | think you can hear some of that in 
his playing and writing, even when he 
did the two bass solos on the Anomaly 
CD. He's a big Wil 
Scott Henderson has a tremendous sense 
of melody and the best ear I've ever 
seen. Sean does a lot of looping stuff on 
the record, both of and-other 



into always following a formulaic style of 
wiiting and re-hashing stuff that’s been 
done to death. It happened in the late 
‘80s/early '90s with rock and roll and it's 

ppening now with alternative stuff h 
thank God. I think our songs are radio- 
friendly but | definitely wouldn't call 
them sterile or synthetic. One of the 
important keys to writing a commercial 
song and keeping it interesting is to have 
asolid understanding of dynamics. 
Always keep the listener on their toes 

he song for the sake 

What do you think about accusations 

hooks. The new one isn't quite my cup 
of tea but it's head and shoulders 
beyond the shit that the “rock” radio 
stations play here in the USA 

What do you think about Fates 
Warning, Dream Theater, Cynic, 
Watchtower? 

They're all very good. Call me biased but 
Cynic is my favorite. :) It was truly a lfe- 
changing album for me. And | hatedit at 
first - the production, the vocals, the 
writing, everything. It is definitely an 
acquired taste. But once | listened to it 
enough and I really started to understand 
the magnitude of what was happening 

“There are things on the Cynic record (the end of 
“Uroboric Forms”, for example) which set new 
standards in technical proficiency, and which truly 
amaze me, but won't do anything for your average 
listener. One of the main things we want to do with 
Anomaly is bridge that gap - to keep pushing the 
technical envelope while still keeping it commercially 
viable. And 1 think we ve got the people to pull it off." 

of ‘selling out’? Do you think the bands 
do actually like their new songs that 
look ‘commercial’ to many fans? Can 
you comment on latest albums of 
Queensryche and Metallica? 
Metallica sold out. They should have 
changed their name - they changed their 
look, their logo, their sound, their 
audience and everything else, but they 
kept the name because they knew a 
Metallica record would be an automatic 
multi-platinum hit. They simply followed 
the alternative trend for the big money 
1t's blatantly obvious and it stinks of 
Hollywood lawyers and managers and 
label people. They discarded their old 
market for a larger, more profitable one. | 
stil think Hetlield is an amazingly 
talented guy, and underneath the cutesy 
haircuts and lame piercings the old 
warmaster is ready to plunder evermore, 
but the band (in terms of music but not 
necessarily money) has seen ts finest 
hour. Queensryche is a different story 
They haven't made such a drastic 
change, and a lot of their stuff stll 
sounds like Queensryche. Remenmber, 
00, how hard it would be to follow up 
two records like “Mindcrime” and 
Empire”. | thought “Promised Land” 

was a good disc but where the record 
suffered was with the lack of quality 

and what they were doing, it blew me 
away. I only they would've had real 
vocal... in terms of songwriting, though, 
Queensryche blows everyone eise away. 

What heavy-music genres do people in 
Tampa like today? Are there many 
clubs to play? Describe your 
surroundings. 
The heavy scene here is practically non- 
existent. Its to the point where I'd call it 
underground. People want to hear 
covers of ‘805 pop tunes, or they want to 
hear ska or aliernative or MTV's shitty 
flavor-of-the-month band. Pathetic. The 
fiew of us rock and roll/metal people that 
haven't sold out are forced to look 
overseas to markets where people are 
actually into what we are doing. Take 
Iced Earth, for example. They do very 
well overseas and people hate them 
here. There’s still a large core of death 
metal bands around here. Most of the 
big name death bands are based here in 
Tampa, and they all record at 
Morrisound. It has been dying out over 
the past few years, though 

What other bands do you like? Your 
top-5 of favorite records. 
'm a huge classic rock fan - Zeppelin 
Hendrix, Pink Floyd, The Doors, you 

name it. If you want to learn how to 
write good songs you should listen to any 
of that stuff. | don't know if | can give 
you my top five favorite discs of all time, 
but Cynic's “Focus” is up there, 
Zeppelin's “Houses of the Holy”, “Van 
Halen 1" and of course “Fair Warning” 
and “1984”, Pantera’s “Vulgar Display of 
Power", Saigon Kick's “Water”, Vai's 
“Passion and Warfare”, Ozzy's “Diary of 
aMadman’, Hendrix’ “Electric Lady- 
land”, Steve Morse's “Coast to Coast”, 
Queensryche’s “Empire”, Alice in 
Chains’ “Dirt” - the only alternative band 
that I lke... the list goes on and on 

How do you think, will Anomaly find a 
place in the current diverse scene of 
metal? It seems that there are empty 
spots for technical metal and, 
particularly, for technical-accessible 
metal 
Ithink people that like musicians that 
can play well but also appreciate good 
songs will be into us. One of the 
problems | have with bands like Dream 
Theater is that the songwriting 
sometimes lakes a back seat to the 

performances. | personally don’t care 
how many minutes of music someone 

can squeeze onto a single CD or how 
many guitar/keyboard unison lines there 
are or how many 20 minute+ opuses we 
can write. How good are the songs? Do 
| feelanything when | hear them? That's 
what's really important, and, not 
coincidentally, that’s what sells records. If 

V'm not feeling anything | might as well 
be listening to dance music or No Doubt 
or some other cheesy shit. If anything, it 
should be the other way around 
Songwriting should always come before 
performances. That's why people wil 
remember Queensryche long after DT is 
gone 

Do you have any vision how Anomaly 
will (or should) sound in the future? 

1 think Anomaly will continue to expand 
on what this debut CD accomplishes. 
We will emphasize what worked and 
refineitiaid continue to be as creative as 
we can. We've got an amazing base of 
talent and there’s lterally no limit to 
whatwe can do. I'd like to get to the 
point where we're a modern-day Led 
Zeppelifi - not in terms of sounding 
similar o Zeppelin but in terms of the 
mindset and the way we write. With 

Zeppelin, they were able to write 
amazing pieces of music, each a brilliant 
gem of songwriting (some of which were 
brutal as hell for their time, by the way) 
while integrating incredible perfor- 
mances into their recordings. People 
bitch about Jimmy Page all the time. | 
think the guy is a genius. Anyone that 
doubts his playing can listen to the live 
version of “Stairway to Heaven” on “The 

Song Remains the Same” and go jump 
off a cliff. | know he probably re-did that 

solo in the studio and punched, or 
whatever, but who gives a shit? 
Everybody punches today anyway, and 
anyone who says they don't i either 
stupid or a lir. The point s that he knew 
how to write. That's what important 
And until people in the progressive rock/ 
metal arena understand that good 
songwriting sells, it will always be a niche 
market by musicians for musicians. We 

hope to make Anomaly into a project 
that truly bridges that gap between 
technicality and accessability. 

{Anomaly, 13808 Lazy Oak Drive, Tampa, 
Florida 33613-4924, USA| 
Istudnick@soleil.acomp.ust.edullhttp:// 
groucho.bsn.usf.edu/studnick/anomaly.htm 
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Timothy Pure 
Andre Neitzel 
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progressive 

ALTERED VISION 
Fantasia 
Underground Symphony 
Listening to this CD, I had an impression 
as it Jamiroquai had refurned with the 
guitar-oriented new album. But f's as 
clear as a day that Altered Vision from 
taly can't gef hold of the ‘space 

W Cowboy'. their progressive/ 
}f iczzrock is too monotonous and 

unripe for that. The singer could 
il improve the pronunciation of 

Engiish words. Apart from that, 
three points are deserved. (SV) 
AN, Vison, Via Primo Fenoro, $ - 31020 
Uedolo di $ Zenone, Treviso, ol 

Freedom Call EP 
Lucretia/LMP 
When an outfit from a country ke Brozi 
becomes one of the most popuiar 
melodic metal bands in the world, that 
impiies that they have unordinary falent 
Itis @ real fruth in the case of Angra. Both 

heir fulllength CDs “Angels Cry" 
and “Holy Land" are different, but 
both are ciassics. “Freedom Cal 
does ot break any new ground 
and does not overshadow the glory 
of those two albums. I spite of fhat, 
it gives another delightful 30 minutes 
for the fans. EP includes a ‘new’ 
song "Freedom Call", which didn't 
getinfo “Holy Land", two 1992 
demo tracks, Judas Priest "Painkiler” 
cover, the orchestrated version of 
‘Stand Away" from “Angels Cry”, 
and the edited version of “Deep 
Blue" flom "Holy Land”. The songs 
are not that much symphonic/ 
classicatinfluenced as “Holy Land! 
neither that much speed metal, but 
as for s melodic mefal goes, they 
certainly fulfl all relevant criteria 
(G8) 
fongro@axope org] i/ 
i oo o1 or/ -onnuncioto/] 

ANGRA 
Holy Live EP 
Lucretia/LMP 
France s, without a doubt, the country 
where this popular Braziian melodic 
metal act has received @ warmest 
response. Here's fhe reflection of it in the. 
form of a 35 minutes-long live EP. It 
compiles 2 songs from their 1993 aloum 
Angels Cry" (“Carry On", “Unfinished 

Allegro”) and 4 songs from their afest full 
length release “Holy Lond” (*Crossing' 
“Nothing 1o Say". "Carolina IV", and 
Z11.0." -will the mystery be solved 
someday in regards o this acronyms). 
The reason for releasing only a 6 fracks EP 
was, on their own words, that the rest of 
the material registered at this Parisian 
show had not fhe required sound quality 
Mixed ond recorded by Charfie: 
Bauerfeind as usual, fotal guaranty for a 
fop notch and clear production, here's o 
brief but intense colection of samples of 
what Angra shows are like. (GM) 

ANGRA 
Reaching Horizons [demo-reissue 1997) 
Lucretia/LMP 
Safisfying numerous fans pefitions who 
demanded a re-edifion of their 1992 
legendary (and nowadays almost 
collectors item) “Reaching Horizons 
Demo tape", now it has become a 
reality. Everyone is able fo hear those. 
original fracks with a much better sound 
quaity, on CD format. Apart from the five. 
tracks included in the official demo fape. 
this release includes a version of “Carry 
On" with alternate chorus and two 
previously unreleased songs. Those are 
‘Don't Despair”, an average cut, and o 

pretty inferesting speed version of Kate 
Bush's classic "Wuthering Heights", which 
will probably surprise whoever fakes the 
cover finally pressed on “Angels Cry 
areference. (GM) 

ANOMALY 
Anomaly 
Advance fape 
You might have not heard this name but 
You surely have heard Cynic. Here is the. 
story: Anomaly i the band of Jim 
Studnicki (guiter) and Jim Dorian (vocals) 
and they recorded their debut album in 
July'97 at Morisound Studios with Scott 
Bums and Jim Morts. Besidies, bass and 
crums parts were performed by, 
respectively, Sean Molone and Sean 
Reinert (both ex-Cynic). As you can easily 
imagine, we ge asort of technical stuff 
here. Even more interesting, Anomaly 
actually create accessible and radio- 
fiendly (1) prog rock/metal 
Sel-fitied CD consists of 6 songs and 2 
instrumentals which all are composed 
and performed in a very delicate way. It 
s opened by a brilint progressive rock/ 
metal song "Ensnared”. It's not difficult fo 
getinto it from the fis sten, but, what's 
more delightful, with each next 
listen you discover new subtleties 
on it. The same fis to the rest of the 
songs which are quite diverse: from the 
ballad *The Second Day” (that could 
realy get airplay. no hard stuff here) to 
heavier “Do You Believe?” (kil me, but I 
notice simirifies fo Ozzy Osboume in 
choruses) and the heaviest “The Art Of 

What is fascinating, too, there are no 
cliches at all. It can be called prog rock/ 
metal but it s, by no means, unordinary. 
The moral of the story is: many prog 
bands compiain that it is hard fo get 
heard because their music is foo 
complex. But everyone knows Rush and 
Yes, who wiite real songs. Anomaly's 
debutis a very good effort of accessible 
progressive. (GS) 
{Anomaly. Jm Siudricki 
Tampo. FL 33613, USAJ 
Istucnick@soiel.acomp.ustedu) [hip// 
groucho Dsn.us edu/studnick/anomaiy him) 
a2 

3808 Lozy Ok Drve, 

ATTACK 
The Secret Place 
Iceland/LMP 
Fans of Helloween and Accept should 
take nofice of this band because “The 
Secret Place” i a freat for them. If the. 
outset of the CD isn't very impressive, so, 
at the end, we find fo delicacies: the. 

“Warior”. This is already the 7th album of 
Attack. Founded in 1984, the band broke 
up alfer three more or less successful 
albums. In 1988, the mastermind Ricky 
van Helden revived the band, so Aftack 
continues ifs existence so for and maybe 
the future releases will bring them more 
recognition than up 1o now. (SV) 
[Aflack. PO Box 2026, 32220 Buende/West 
Germany) 
33/4 

AVALON 
Mystic Places 
Omega/LMP 
Two years ago, I'd call it excellent. 
Today. when there are really a ot of prog 
metal bands, we look more ciifically. 
Avalon majestic choruses are borrowed 
from epic heavy metal; clear refiains and 
occasionally complex parts display o 
good middile between heavy/ 

J the whole albur instrumental “Tsoukata” and the amazing 

power metal and progressive. The 
first two fracks, “I'm Falling” and *Passio 

or Glory". are very capivafive and 1 
are the definite highiights of the album 
Tne ofhers vary from "quit 
bi piain'. (GS) 

8,819 

oniine.de] [hHp://home.-oniine.de/home; 
avolon-omegalavaion hi 
33/4 

BIG HEAT 
Grand Ominous Dreams 
P 
Surprise, this material wos recorded o 
4-frack multitracker and fhen pressed or 
CD. In oddition to good sound qualily, 
8ig Heat (now Stigmata) musicaly are 
not bad at all fo0. One minute hey 
remind me of Savatage. the next of Dic 

Morgana Lefay. A very interesting 
re. although | think it's not easy 

listen o 70 minutes’ length CDs. For 1f 
future, | should advise them: less matericl 
more quality. Potential is available. (sV) 
Stigmato, PO Box 00, A. Schweizerst 2/1/25 

4400 Wels, Aushic] 
1334 

BOZZIO LEVIN STEVENS. 
Black Light Syndrome 
Magna Carta 
Basically, this album was recorded in four 
days by three wel-known musicians wh 
had never played fogether before! Th 
went n the studio. dedled with a typi 
set-up and equipment problems, sat 
down, rolled fape, and just played. It wa: 

g;sm 
—-— S 

CARISMA 

1825 
Self-released 
This mel me 

Denmark has st 
‘amount of talent with 

ing Rhyme” butit'd be 
ght just those as 

s really 
nd solid. Lyrically, 

nceptual alb 
of the biggest and most 

posifive surprises | ho 
time. The vocalist's cl 
very pleasant and might remind of 

off Tate on some mellowest 
fracks, Great arangements and 
the impeccable production make 

impressive 

ysundegade 18, ST 1668, 
openhagen V, Denmark] 

a@cybemet.dk]



Psyco Drama is a band I've always 
felt a special symphathy for since | 
first got to listen their debut album 
about two years ago. And that's 
basically why, when | heard they 
were giving the final touch to their 
second studio album, | decided to 
get in touch again with their 
frontman Corey Brown 

Psyco Drama formed in Colorado, 
US in 1993. Prior to that, Corey 
Brown and MacKenzie Kerr (drums) 
had been involved with a group 
from 1988 to 1993. Bart Barlettano 
(guitars, vocals) and Hercules ). 
Castro (guitars, piano, vocals) had 
been involved with that band at 
one time or another and when that 
group crumbled, Corey, MacKenzie 
and Hercules were stil standing. 
The three decided to move forward 
and brought Bart's talent back to 
the group and picked up a talented 
bass player (Brian Dail) from a ba 
that rehearsed right next door to 
them. “Don't think that they will 
ever forgive us for that” comments 
vocalist Corey Brown. 

In 1995, Psyco Drama put out their 
first demo, selling more than 3000 
copies of it and also that year their 
first full length release hit the store 
shelves 

This year 1997, “Bent” was 
announced to make its appearance. 
From the advance songs | had the 
chance to listen, | should say they 
basically gave me the same good 
vibrations as “The Illusion” album 
did. The new material is more s 
aggressive but vocals are still 
melodic though 

What you're going to read is the 
result of something close to a 
conversation we put through the 
Internet. And as anecdote | just 
mention it took us from late May to 
the mid August to complete it all. 

Which moments would you like to 
highlight from your career or which 
ones do you think have been the major 
accomplishments throughout this 
“year 1993 to the present” period? 
We believe that playing Foundations 
Forum was a rewarding experience as 
well as ur first shot at good exposure! 
Getting our album distributed 
throughout the world and doing 
interviews and meeting many different 
and exciting people is a great 
accomplishment as welll Recording our 
latest project with Juan Croucier in 
Californial We have had many 
experiences that have been a positive 
effect on the band, but it grows and 
continues forward every day. 

You've opened for variated bands like 
Savatage, Warrant among others. What 
are some of your best memories about 
these acts and who would you like to 
tour with if you had the chance? Is 
there a particular band PD members 
admire commonly? 

| 

Being an opening act you really don't get 
the chance to meet many of the guys in 
the headline act, more often you meet 
their stage manager who usually is not 
interested or concerned about the 
opening act. Al of the bands that we 
have jammed with are great live and 
musically. The guys in Great White and 
Warrant were probably the most 
supportive of all the groups. Psyco 
Drama would tour with just about any 
great band. Our tastes go from Van 

What personal goals do you try to 
achieve thru your music? 
We simply try to deliver a true musical 
creation 1o our listeners. Often, here in 
the states, bands try to play whatever is 
selling at the time. As you know, here in 
the USA trends come and go like the 
seasons. We play music because it i in 
our soul and in our blood. Music to us is 
an addiction and you can't recreate any 
other way o in any other form! We 
simply play from the gut, and i it stops 
selling and we lose our popularity | guess 
then it will be time to retire. 

i 

Are you satisfied with the promotion 
you received in the past and you're 
having at the present? 
This is a tough question to answer as we. 
really didn’t know what to expect on the 

first album. | guess that we received 
pretty good support for a first effort. We 
did over a dozen interviews in Europe 
and Japan. The album hit #1 on ZRO 
radio in Belgium and we had decent 
album sales. DCA recordings supported 
us incredibly well in the USA and 
continues to do so! We only wished that 
we had the chance to tour and support 
“The lllusion”. As for the new release, we 
are optimistic about the support we will 
receive from Massacre in Europe. We are 
looking for a way to come over to 
Europe and support the album there 
where our fan base is the strongest. Only 
time will tell though. 

How would you qualify the importance 
of the promotion made directly by the 
fans, through word of tape, distributing 
flyers or newsletters, calling to radio 
stations asking for your songs, etc? 
Any form of promotion is vital o a band, 
any band. You would be surprised, but 
flyers and word of mouth is how we 
have managed (o become so popular. 
We rely heavily on fanzines and 
magazines, web pages and on-line chat, 
as well as good old fashioned promo 
mailings. You can never have too much 
Coverage or exposure, any news is good 
news for your band because people are 
reading about you! 

b 

Afew months ago, you signed a deal 
with a US distributor, something really 
positive for your large underground 
base of fans in the States... why is so 
difficult to entice labels there for bands; 
of your talent while in most parts of 
Europe is not as rare, is the pressure of 
mainstream media such as MTV still 

very strong? 
Here in the states, it s very difficult to 
get a major label’s attention until you 
have proven that you can sell several 
thousand copies and are a valuable 

tment to them. USA s fad and 
d oriented, MTV does still play a very 

ig role in creating superstars as we 
major magazines like “Rolling 5t8¥ 
guess that fans of music jas 

half as talented writers and performers; 
as Fates! Fates Warning truly deserve 
more credit. . 

Which is the usual process when 
composing, do you rehearse the new 
material that comes up all together 
since the beginnings or do you prefer 
to work more separately like, for 
instance, Fates Warning do using mail? 
Since we alllive in close proximity, we 
rehearse together three o four times a 
week. Someone shows up with a song 
idea and we all begin to work with i, i it 
is still alive by the end of the week we 

, have a song that everyone approves of, 

Interview by Gregorio Martin 

Japan are more open to different styles as 
well as more supportive and loyal to the 
groups that they like, where as here in 
the states, the media suggests who and 
what you should like and, if you stray, 
your friends think that you are lame! 

Are you in touch with other bands from 
Massacre? And in general, with other 
metal bands from the US, or the 
Colorado area, etc like Quiet Room? 
We are not in touch with any Massacre 
bands as most are in Europe and it is 
qite costly to contact them, here in 
Colorado we are in contact with Jag, 

Panzer, members of Titan Force, The 
Quiet Room and Leviathan. We are 
planning some shows with some of those 
groups now as a matter of fact. 

For instance latest Fates Warning 
album was released under this German 
label in Europe... did you have the 
chance of listening to it already? How 
do you like this band in particular? 
1 have the new Fates, personally 1 think 
that Fates Warning is a band that has not 
received the attention that they rightiully 
deserve! | have been a fan since the late 
80's and they have always managed to 
amaze mel Their newest album is very 
different and has to grow on you and it 
does! It is sad to think that some of the 
bands that are popular today are only 

ot it is back to the drawing board. | 
usually write the lyrics after the song is 
written, | think it is easier for me to feel 
the mood that the music creates and 
write lyrics that fit that delivery. 

Apart from music, are you interested 
on other forms of art, cultural events, 
associations of any kind, etc? 
We are all regular guys, we have families 
and homes, we vote and get involved 
with our community. We really don’t 
have a lot of spare time to enjoy other 
forms of art or culture, we are usually 
working on stuff for the band. 

Are there any political or echonomical 
events which concern you especially at 
the moment? For instance, how do you 
see the inner violence present in US 
society, young people gangs, etc. and 
its reflection on some kinds of music, 
bands like Biohazard or Body Count to 
name a few... 
We believe that every country has its 
own problems with violence and chaos, 
it seems that America is the most heavily 
watched though. We have gang violence 
and racial uprisings and differences of 
opinions and it is all very negative. This 

country has 5o much to offer 
for the honest and hard 
working, and fortunately theie 
are no civil wars tearing this 
country in two. 
Social events effect every living, 
thing, bands can use this to 
their advantage and write 
about it, we choose not to 

glorify the negatives in life asit 
is done way t0o much as it is 

o 
Tell us something about the 
new album Corey: How went 
the recording process, the 
selection of the producer and 
the like. 
The new album “Bent” went 
very smooth for us, we tried 

very hard to be prepared for the studic 
and working with a new producer. We 
came across Juan Croucier when we 

began to look for a producer that was 
willing to work within our budget. We 
were concerned that if we stayed with 
the same producer Tom Gregor, who by 
the way did an outstanding job on “The 
lllusion”, we would have another album 

with a similar sound. Juan was very 
willing to work with us ater hearing our 
material and after an initial meeting wifh 
him we felt very comfortable about 
working with him. As for the album we 
recorded, edited, mixed and arranged 9 
songs in about 12 days, very quick for 
any band. Every day we would spend up 
10 10 hours in the studio. Juan was very 
selective and didn'tlet anything go 

> 



without his approval, which was tough at 
times but really well worth it! 

Talking about “Bent”, do you think 
there will be less comparisons made 
between Psyco Drama and bands like 
Queensryche, Dream Theater o Fates 
Warning... | mean, do you think that 
with this album you've pulished or 
perfectioned even more your own 
sound and style? 
We hope that we have delivered an 
album that will stand on its own without 

comparisons to Queensryche, Dream 
Theater, or Fates Warning. Don't get me: 
wrong, being compared to those bands is 
an extreme compliment, but at the same 
time we lose our own identily. The new 
album “Bent” is very raw, and lacks all of 
the fancy studio effects that are typical 
for a progressive band. We were trying 
to create something new and fresh, The 
song writing is just a bit different than 
The lllusion”. Rhythms are more 
gyressive and straight forward and the 

Iyrical content a bit more serious. 
Musically, we have matured and have 
fine tuned our style, while there will 
always be comparisons, we believe this 
new album will have its own identity! 

Being “Bent” more powerful and 
straight sounding in general, probably 
some fans would be wondering if this 
will mean to sacrifice some of the 
distinctive features of PD, well 
arranged melodies and hooks, 
haunting refrains, etc... how would you 
explain this step in your career to 
them? 
As we get older, our tastes and interests 
tend to change. With “Bent”, we wanted 
to deliver a whole new style of musical 
content without completely changing 
Psyco Drama. If we released another 
album that sounded exactly like “The 
Hllusion”, then that album would lose it's 
identity and be compared with and 
considered as “The lllusion” part 2. On 
Bent”, there are still many trademark 

sounds of Psyco Drama such as 

hurt to put one more piece of 
promotional power in one’s arsenal! 

How would you describe from your 
point of view the way is basically 
structured the music business and the 
opportunities that a metal band of your 
style and musical convictions has to 
prosper in general? 
We have struggled severely with our style 
of music in this business. There are so 

many bands out there, the record labels 

know it and they also know that most 
bands are 5o eager to make it that they 

~ will do whatever it takes to do so. This 

willingness creates a problem, the label 
. begins to take advantage of the band, 

. gives them just enough to keep them 
 interested but never really gives that 

band 100%. I's unfair when you think 
that most bands are giving 100% and 
only receiving 25% from their label as far 
as support and promotion. 
We have had a good relationship with 

 our labels, they have treated us with 
respect and supported us, but we also 

- would like the chance to tour, that 

requires money that most labels don't 
. have or are not willing o part with. We 

can only base our experience and 
opinions on a first album release. It's 
very possible that with each release we 
will gain a lttle more support financially, 
giving us the opportunity to tour and 
support the album 
This style, labeled as progressive power 
metal, does not seem to offer success on 
a super star level, but we are not in this 
style of music simply because of fame, 
we are in it because we enjoy the music 
and the fans that support it. 

i always play  significa 
our piusic, and “Bent” is n 

What's your opinion about extreme 
forms of metal, ranging from Death/ 
Black metal to Christian metal? 
I have never been into black/death 
metal, 5o it’s not fair to say | don't like it 
I just don't get into that style of music, 
and, on the other end of the specrum, 
the same applies, although | have 
listened o0 a few metal Christian bands 

that rocked ke Barren Cross, Sacred 
Warrior, and Bloodgood. 

1suppose you listen to other types of 
music apart from metal, don’t you? 
We all listen to every imaginable style. 
Hercules composes music in the style of 
Yanni, or Enya. Brian is into Funk and 
jazz and rhythm and blues, Bart is into 

Country music MacKenzie is into all 
styles of music but mostly classic metal 
bands like TNT, and innovative bands 

like Nine Inch Nails, and | listen and 

enjoy all of the above! 

Which is an essential aspect that has to 
be present in an album to make you 
think it was a worthwhile investment? 
Is it more a matter of emotions, 

technique, honesty behind the music... 
or a combination of the whole maybe? 
If themusic is good and the performer is 
sincere then it is a hit as far as | am 

concerned. We all listen to other styles 
of music to escape our style at times. 
When you write it, play it every other 
night, record it, write about it and listen 
10 it over and over, you need an escape 
or it becomes too much to handle! 

Do you follow any new bands? Which 
are the latest CDs you remember 
having bought? 
Ilisten mostly to Fates, but | have 
recently bought and listen to Tad 
Morose, Nevermore, Lethal, Clockwork, 
and looking for more every day 

Best of luck for you and the band with 
this new album, Corey and thanks very 
much from Edge of Time magazine. 

P.S. After being able to complete this 
interview, | seriously started to believe in 
miracles and other paranormal activit 
<g> 

[Psyco Drama, PO Box 62313, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80962-2312, USAI 
Ipsycodrama@aol.comi 

like  jam session in the studio. But the 
result is astonishing: seven eventiul 
instrumentals that are great fun. No 
wonder, these musicians are the masters 
of their instruments. Recommended for 
King Crimson and progressive/guitar rock 
fons. (V) 

CIVIC MONSTER 
Civic Monster EP 
Self-released. 
Traditional hard rock/heavy metal 

but any digressions. The production is 
OK. and the vocals are not bad of all In 

jours", the singer even reminded me 
of Naked Sun, although with this band 
Civic Monster have nothing in common. 
Final result: three points on account of 
he sound quality. (SV) 
5O, Fronk Bomkessel, Stedinger St 94, 26135 
denourg, Germany] 

CLOCKWORK 
Search EP 
Self-released 
Such newcomers as Clockwork refresh 
the scene. Clockwork blend several 
musical streams like prog rock/metal and 
allernafive fock (no grungel), put the 
main focus on melody and are quite light 
music-wise, sound-wise, and somefimes 
Iyics-wise. Songs are long (up fo 8 
minutes) and each of them contains 
calm acoustic parts, what sometimes 
oes not work wel. Nevertheless, it's a 
very minor detail, that is completely 
compensated by straight, non- 
hackneyed, and fascinating 
melodies. f | were a reviewer of “Metal 

s nof at the same level. The high use 
of fiters on the choruses and 
electronic effects have given the 
album an orientation which left me a 
bit cold as mere listener. To get an 
idea try fo think about what 
“Promised Land" album meant in 
regards o Queensiyche and add 
some ofrops of recent White Zombe/ 
Depeche Mode or even U2 
materiais. (GM) 
3172 

Hammer", | would point out 1o the EP 
name and wrote something like "they 
are searching for ther style”; and it 
would be wrong - Clockwork are on 
their chosen way already! Expect for 

DARKSTAR 
Marching Into Oblivion 
Institute Of Art 

fulldength album of innovative prog Very coherent, dark, and emotiondirec 
metal somefime in 1997/1998. (GS) joint effor D k. the P 
188 Clockwork. 219 Conford Or. Sroomat PA knoy ot 
19008, USA] [s196ca4@post crexel edu] (n1p:/ AAfeds o nellifi~jopif} me fc 
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CONCEPTION 
Flow y original an 

melodic. At firt s 
them alone in an obscure atm: 
possipligto m 

Modern Music 
With their 4th album, the famous 
Norwegian act seems fo have chosen o 
pretty different approach 1o the 
progressive/power mefal they delivered 
in “Parallel Minds" or *In Your Mulfitude" 
albums. This is something obvious, 
particularly on the guitar sound. More in 
the vein of mainstream metal, this album 
shows a few interesfing songs with 
feeling, namely “Gethsemane”, "Cry" 
or “A Virtual Lovestory" where khan 
vocals are stil one of the best points. 
But, more offen, it's just the music which 

Th 
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§ what makes the 
this time, get it fast! ( 

710332, Santee, C 
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DIVINE REGALE 
Ocean Mind 
Metal Blade 
Alter a long fime, Metal Blade records 
Jove signed a progressive mefal band. 
Another sign of The Revival. 
Divine Regale already hed @ good 
eputation in the underground affer their 
Horizons" demo-CD released back in 

1994, Three years have nof passed in 
vain. *Ocean Mind" is an elaborate 
aloum of song-oriented progressive 
metol. 
e opener fifle frack i a highiight of the 

aloum and @ rademark of Divine 
Regale: multi-layered vocals, catchy 
melodies, and rich instrumentation. 
The band i not aitaid of stepping aside 
e prog-metal frame and incorporate 
some elements of alternative rock and 
mefal in fheir musc. but Queensryche 
and Fates Waming look fo be fheir main 
guides. The nex! three songs strongly 
resemble fo rockier songs of 
Queensryche. 
The ballad “Leaves"is @ frue gem with its 
memorable melody lines that do not 
leave your mind. The same goes fo fhe 
next heavier frack “Horizon" that i 
aready know from the demo-CD. "Cry To 
Heaven", familar from “Meal Massacre 
X" compilation. and "Undenwor 
another frack from “Horizons” demo-CD. 
are the heaviest songs on “Ocean Mind" 
The band s falented. “Ocean Mind" is a 
fine aloum by oll aspects. But next fime 
we will demand for more. Wil the last 
rack file (*Forever Changing Winds") 
serve as o metaphor considering Divine 
Regale's future releases? (GS) 
(Dvine Regole, PO Box 1960, Dove, NH 03821 
940, USA) InNi/ pubpoges unh.ecu/reyanck/ 
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ELDRITCH 
Headquake 
Inside Out/LMP 
The firs isten was fike @ nightmare. | liked 
Seeds Of Rage", the debut album of this 

allan progressive metal band, but it is 
hard for me fo absorb *Headauake”. It 
seems that they are not capable fo wiite 
good and catchy melodies anymore: 
The only “Lord Of An Empty Places™ 
reminds of the majestic “Colors", “Cage 
Of sins", and “The Deaf And The Blind' 
from the debut album. 
When emotions calm down, we see that 
actually Bidritch just fured into @ heavier 
direction. Even the ballod “Sometimes In 
Winter" is kind of heavy. The music sfill has 
many different furns, and the 
musicianship s ireproachable. But fhere 
are some parts which do not go well in 
one song, and the songwrifing lack hooks 
which were clearer on “Seeds Of Rage" 
Yes, the hooks were "hidden’ on 
Seeds..” and | can't get rid of the 

feeling that they are even beffer 

*hidden’ on “Headquake". But, how 
many fistens are needed o discover 
them fhen? For "Seeds Of Rage". 3 
was enough. For “Headquake”, 
twice os much s not. 
Aiter al, i's still interesting album. 
Eiditch have their distinct cel. 
Nevertheless 

shadow of *Seeds Of Rage". (GS) 
33/4 

FAVOURITE SON 
Beating The Bell 
Inline 
Moving somewhere befween Sieges 
Even's "A Sense Of Change" and 
another German band Noom, Favourite 
Son hadn't a gaod hand in the metal 
market but their debut CD is anything but 
bad. The group swim in calm, acousfic 
waters, but thei strong points are the. 
ramatic instrumental erupfions such as 
in *Judgement Hour" or “In Deepest 
Rage". They can build on them in the 
future. Unfortunately, their label went 
bankiupt, 50 now they are looking for 
new one. (V) 
{300M, Fovourtie Son, Rk Bermshausen. Mozarti. 
10, 57339 Endliebrueck. Germony] 
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HAMMERFALL 
Glory To The Brave 
Nuclear Blast 
Hammerfall found the courage fo do this 
and their debut CD is done in the veins of &8 
Manowar, Iron Maiden, Helloween and 
presents so-called ‘true mefaf'. n other 
words, speed/heavy melal with powerful 
ballads *I Believe” and “Glory To The 
Brave", pius. Warlord's “Child of the 
Damned" cover version. I'm really not so 
enthusiastic about the fising trend of 
power/heavy metal again that biings 
many mediocre bands, but Hommerfall 
are very professional and powerful one. 
1'd dare fo state that this CD is one of 
the most successful albums of 
heroic epic heavy metal in 1997. 0f 
course, we can say that there are many 
elements of Manowar, beginning from 
the CD cover and lyrics deaiing with 
warriors fighting for the name of heavy 
mefal. and going fo @ bombastic 
manner of playing. Nevertheless, these 

are the rules of the gome and we. 
all know fhem. Nuclear Blast have 
released their fist ‘true mefal 
album and promise fo give more. 

HARD ATTACK 
Why EP 
Self-released 
in respect of the sound quailty. 
German Hard Aftack do not shine. 
On the other hand, they have o 
few things fo offer on this EP: from 
heavy metal fo pop and 

songs are maybe 100 long, 3-4 
minufes length fracks would fit 
them more. Next time, Hord Attack 
could fake it info account. (V) 
1200M. Chrsion Jungeoiuth, Rheinstrasse 
39, 46395 Bochal, Germony 
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HEAVEN'S CRY 
Food For A Thought Substitute 
Hypnotic 
The debut album of this Canadian team 
arives with unanimously good reviews in 
various presfigious music publications. No 
wonder. I's nof usual fo find an album 
with this obvious sound freshness and 
originality. Imagine @ cross of some 
metalized King's X (check "Out of Me' 
“Wings") with Voivod and Damn The 
Machine fidbits, and add some 
impeccable chorus fines a la Extreme. 
Strange. you may say. Well the resultis O 
veryinteresting collection of not 
orthodox technical metal 
composiions of great beauty. 
Sensational fempo changes and 
instrumental fils, @ comect use of vocal 
effects, and powerful melodies abound 
on fhis album. The singer, sometimes 
("Your God's Crime", “Gaa's 
Judgement".] could remind of Dave 

“Headquoke", even if | 
it has some moments, remains in the | 

J cistribu 

progressive rock. In my opinion, the 

E 

§ ETERNITY X 

lease from this self-descrit 
@ “Uni Rock H 

and, and first one which is 
ed under a stal 

ct. The truth is, we 
about a fantastic 74 minu 

last nof 
previ 
Efernity X enhanced 

of 

In my opinion. 
has almost all 

aims at. 

noments an 
perfectly tied togeth 
transport the fistener 

m 1o take 
arefully. 
)t.D 

the album. Ofher s 
y"."ADayin 

Confession” (wha 
on this one), or 

make you remind 
Gallery 

Savatage epic rel of the best 

music 
kit 

ut. (GM) 
Etemily X, P.O. Bo: 

Mustaine raspy vocaks, but overall his 
voice is really pleasant and effective. 
Meaningful lyrics and @ very potent 
bassiine, also deserve o mention. In my 
opinion, a few elements from this aloum 
could set some parameters for future 
modenn progressive mefal releases. (GM) 
[Heaven's Cry Society. P.O.8ox 626, NOG 
Monirecr. Guebac. Canada HeA 381 
4172 

HEAVEN'S GATE 
Planet E. 
SPV/LMP 
Evaluating a fraditional German metal 
album, always the crucial moment is 
‘whether songs are catchy or not. I's 
hard to give a one word answer in the 
case of "Planet E.". With this album, 
Heaven's Gate do not jump higher than 
Helloween. Of course, if's not required 
and fans should be happy hearing 
another good album of melodic joyful 

heavy metal. Keep in mind, i's 
fradifional. Highights include the 9- 
minutes epic speed metal anthem 
Nooh's Dream”, the fost fradifional 
heavy mefal songs “Terminated World" 
and “Planet Earth, and he eastem 
influenced "Black Religion”. There are 
some average. some below-average 
fracks, too. Lisa Dalbello and Sparks 
covers are out of place. (GS) 
Heaven's Gote Fan Cib PO Bax 4025 04 
22235 Homburg, Germary| 
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HEXENHAUS 
Dejavoodoo 
Black Mark 
‘Although the influences of Hexenhaus 

me probably from ofher bands, | 
Con't overhear Yngwie Malmsteen. 
Threshold, and King Diamond here. 
That's al fight. With a solid production in 
ihe rear. the band feels fine in these 
waters. The combination of 
progressive guitars and 
atmospheric keyboards come fo 
fruifion: “Noctumal Ries” or “From The 
Cradie To The Grave" are the best 
examples for .| hope fhey wil finally 
make a breakihrough with this CD. (SV) 
{Henernous. . Beckmon. Ceniran. . 5171 44 
Soino, Sweden) 

HOUSE OF SPIRITS. 
Turn Of The Tide 
Gun 
1994 was fhe year when this German 
team released their debut album. With 
the reputed drummer Joerg Michael 
(Running Wid, Stratovarius) on s ineup. 
House of Spiis put out a disc which wil 
fotally safisfy fans of Queensryche “Rage 
for Order" era, Crimson Glory. and othe” 
acts in this kind of vein. Songs fike “The 
Eye of the Storm’”, “Close fo the Edge”. 
of "Keep Me from Dreaming”, just o 
name a few, have part of that classic 
straight et of the 80's feel. Thisis 
noficed on the vocalfines (mix of Geoff 
Tate/Shodow Gallery vocalist with more 
power) and on guitars work, aside of any 
superfiuous fechnical virtuosism. Soid 
and quite interesfing album. (GM) 
{House Of Spis, P.O. Box 1729, D-58407. Witien 
Germany 
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HYDROTOXIN 
Oceans 
Crystal Enfertainment/LMP 
This CD by G German group reminds me 
a bit of Italian progressive metal bands. 
A similar exofic. almost meditative CD- 
bookiet, gentle, a bit naive singer, long 
and senfimental tracks. Dream Theater 
probably are examples for them. Not 
bad, but no great shakes, 10o. (V) 
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IMPELLITTER! 
Screaming Symphony. 
Vietor 
What o ‘clock bomb' ths fine album st 
Non-stopping heavy metal with 
memorable refrains which, in my case. 
have made me remind of masters on fhis 
area like the 70's legendary band 
Boston... Yes, it might sound strange. but 
choruses lie those on “Walk AWGY". 
‘Countdown to the Revolution”., or 
“Kingdom Of Light" have a similor 
captivating melodic feel. The vocalist 
Rob Rock really connects perfectly with 
the spiif of his electric release, where 
the fantasfic guitar work is one of the 
most significant highiights. With the 
excepfion of an instrumental frack. 
preamble for “Rafs Race”, o songs may 
have an clmost identical ‘intra - chorus 



bridge' structure, hardly surpassing 4 
minutes, efc., but the CD does nof get 
monofonous or boring. So. what's the 
‘miracle” for that when nothing is 

particularly adventurous, original, or 
0dd? Just mindblowing melodic METAL 
with capital leffers presented fiawlessly af 
a quite pure state. (GM) 

wawrapture net/mpelitter] 
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IVANHOE 
Symbols Of Time 
Music Is Infelligence/WMMS 
This German band's second release 
shows us some really inferesfing 
songwiiting abilfies and progressive 
melal at is finest. Here you may find o 
good combination of heaviness, melody. 
and biiliant fime changes. The. 
keyboards are a strong point in this 

m and add a great feeling and the 
atmosphere to songs like 

Vibrations” or the file frack. Vocalist 
y 8. Fronck seems somefimes fo sing 

00 high. and fends 1o sur his voice o 
little when hitfing the highest nofes, but 
overall, he does G very good job on this 
album. Several songs stand out, like the 
beauliful ballad “By A Feeling” (backing 
female vocals), “Wide Open”, or “Sient 

nony” (original and catchy 

{ntte: /v Goodiner aacn/«mmemwi!w.n 
434 

percussion infro with a Braziian flavour 
herel). Very good production for a highly 
enjoyable album. (GM) 
41/4 

IVANHOE 
Polarized 
Music s Intelligence/ WMMS 
Follow-up o their acclaimed “Symbols of 
Time" album, the new outing of this 
german band lands with expectations 
set obviously quite high. “Polarized” is 
carefully-planned work which 
delivers prefty much the same 
amalgam of sounds which made 
them popular among prog metal 
listeners. Creativity and imagination in 
the amangements and hylhmic changes 
are again one of their fortes. No reason 
for an pdate on fhis aspect. And fha, 
as for as I'm concemed, can only be a 
good thing. Tracks fke “Hollow”, 
“Lonelies”, “Glass on Skin", or the ballad 
“When I'm OId" remind us of some of the 
best facets of curent modem 
progressive mefol. Experimenting with 
some different feels, part of his album is 
a bitless straight sounding and more 
obscure than earlier material, but, 
overall i leaves the same pleasant 
aftertaste. (GM) 
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ROB JOHNSON 
Gultarchitecture 
Self-released 
Fans of Vai, McAlpine, or Pefrucci should 
check out the CD by fhis guitarist and 
add his albums 1o their collections. Rob 
Johnson has established an infernational 
fan base as a result of releasing several 
instrumental guitar albums. His guitar work: 
is highlighted by infense technique, 
chugging 7 string riffs. and great 

Interview with Timo Kotipelto, Stratovarius vocalist. 
Questions by Gregorio Martin 

Nice to talk to you Timo, hows lifc 
going there in Helsinki at the 
moment2 
Very good! The summer’s been very hot 
(I think the hottest summer of the 
century). So, I've enjoyed the weather, 
done some sports, spent some holiday, 
and, at the moment, I'm preparing 
myself for the tour. 

Sounds good indeed_ sce what has 
happened this summer for instance in 
Central Europe: It was very sad to see 
those terrible floods pushing 
thousands of people out from their 
homelands, don't you think? 
Yeah, T've seen the news IF this hasn't 

| got anything 1o do with the thinning 
‘ozone layer or other human activity then 
it might be just a coincident, Tm just 
wondering, Its like a complete turn 

- around in weather, I mean it was raining 
snow when we wer suppased o play in 

* Grenada and a very warm day in 
Finland 

Could you tell us a little in more 
detail about how you prepare yourself. 
for a tour like this forthcoming one 
which will cross Europe? 
I have done more singing lately, you 
know that the vocal cords are muscles 

like any other muscles and have to be 

trained. I've also done a lot of sports 
(gym, mountain biking with Jari) and 

.~ Jari and T even bought rollerskates so. 
that we could do some sports during the 
tour. 

Months after the release of Visions 
are you satisfied with the response it 
has accomplished worldwide? 
Yes T am. Actually, a litle bit surpriscd 
with the good respor 
We've on the charts in many countries 
(we are sill on the charts in Finkind 
after almost 4 months! And it close to 
going gold herel). 

and sale figures 

Excellent news. T heard you were even 
“4th on the official TOP 40 list in 

Finland, isn't it? That's remarkable 
yes. 
We are still wondering how it is 
passibly-. Bur it scems that metal is 
coming back, at least in Finland! 

When an album as Episode ~reccives 
50 positive reviews and comments at 
all levels, perhaps part of Stratovarius 
fans could have thought it would be 
difficult to mantain such a quality 
level on the new album. Do you think 
this was somehow present in your 
minds when you started working on 

“The budget fc nm)rdmg Visions 

e We were @ pleased with 
that we. (lmught how ean we 

s songs and did a los of wu:mg S 
the bund s 2o of e fictal the 

was still



that correct? 
Actually, it was less or the sime, not 
more. 

1 remember ‘Timo Tolkki told me one 
of his personal aspirations was 
composing something with a morc 
direct approach to those choral/ 
orchestrated musical areas. For 
instance, he commented to me how 
much he enjoyed Therion Theli 
album because of its perfection on this 
subject. What's your opinion about all 
this? 

Idon t know about him, but our music 
is kind of a symphonic s0 there is a 
chance 1 do some orchestrated things. 
Bur, again, there is no need to fit in an 
orchestra if the song does not need it. 

If Im not wrong, J rg and Jens 
usually spend maost part of the year 
outside Finland, in D rtmund and 
New York respectively. Does this 
somehow affect to the band when 
trying to keep a regular contact, 

preparing a new album, pre- 
production, etc, or you use normal 
‘means for communicating or 
exchanging materials by mail or 
whatever? 
Of course, it is harder than for some 
other bands Bur these gays are the best 
pasible musicians for us, so its. the 
only way. Its true that we don't 
rehearse much. Only a week before the 
recordings and a couple of days before 
the tours. But we don't need so much 
rehearsing because we have played the 
songs while doing the albums and we 
don't need s0 much of a personal 
rehearsing. 
When we scare making the new album, 
we send a drum machine demo 1o ] rg 
and Jens and then we make a real demo 
with the guys. Just before the recordings 
start, we reheane some days with J rg 
and that’s about it 

Would you agree if Id say that, with 
Visions , Stratovarius have achieved 

to sound more cohesionated than ever 
as a whole band? 
T would and T will 

T personally think that particulary 
Jens contribution on this last album 
has been maore exceptional and notable 
than ever. Being as he is, one of the 
top keyboardists in the scene, without 
a doubt, do you think his integration 
in the band bringing new ideas has 
increased in relation to  Episode ? 
You are right! When we started doing 
songs for Episedde , we didnt know 
who would play the drums or the 
keyboards for the album Then we gor 
J rg and Jens. Bur, for Visions , we 
knew it would be the same guys so we 
let them do more of their own things. 
And, we also mixed the keyboards a litle 
bit more on the top. 

‘Talking about yourself as a vocalist, 
which singers of any genre you 
remember that helped you at the 
beginning of your career to polish 
your own style? 
1 think there’s some good singers like 
Ronnic James Dio, Geoff Tate, Bruce 
Dickinson, and David Coverdale. T favor 
singer with a clean voice and good sense 
of ‘melody. As performers, Ronnie and 
Bruce are brillant. 

Before joining Stratovarius in Fourth 
Dimension album, what kind of 

‘musical activities or bands you were 

s 
. Tsee. Now that you mention historic 
books, did you give a hand to 

Thanks Martin, all the best to your 
readers and our fans See you on tour! 

Timo, when will we sec you taking 
part on that tango singing contest? 

. Maybe next year! Just kidding. Maybe T 
will sing the songs one octave higher 

 and with a lot more volume! 

Thank you very much to Terhi Keskitalo 
for her undying support and all her help 
in putting this interview. I dedicated it to 
her. La coca cola con bombn de terra 
sempre  Terhi. 

timkotip@netlifefi] 
A s 

phrasing. Rob also parficipates in the 
project called Saddleback Shark (see 
review) 

| 812050 1atworc). R orvson 2001 i 
Columbus, Oho 43207 4621, USAL 
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. American Kamelot im fo blend ail what 
is good from ron Maiden, Crimson Glory, 
and German power mefal. How many 
times were we cheated when somebody 
had delivered synthefic power/prog with 
uncontroled high-pitched vocals? 
Luckiy. Kamelot present solid power 
metal and equalize the balance. Mark 

 Vanderbilt is one of the befter mid-range 
sinciers but the songs do not rely on him 

uch, the feamwork is a key here. 
“Dominion” is G mature album, and, in 
spite of a coupie of vague moments 

| . holds liteners' attention from the 
. beginning fo the end. I have heard that 
 the singer left the band and Jim Dorian 

from Anomaly helped them on four, (GS) 
[Kamelot, PO Box 270172, Tompo. FL 33688, USA] 
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JAMIE LA RITZ 
 Fire In The Sky 
 Crystal Rock/sPV. 

Jomie La Rifz has toured and recorded 
 with renowned acts including Blact Oak 

Akansas, Bryon Adams, Fiona, Crack The 
 Sky, efc. He s the guitarist with the abilfy 

to play blues, funk and rock n'roll. *Fire In 
The Sky" i his second release and 
includes 10 instrumentals fhat wil appeal 
10 all guitar music fans. (V) 
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_ LASTTURION 
 Seduction Overdose 
Angular 

 When the introductory fitle track starts 
with some electronic-ike drum beats and 

 even a suble rap scratchin' one could 
 wonder on what definite direction this 
album wil flow. Last Turion's work is 

 indeed a very varied release and 
fransmifs quite diferent sensations along 
its course. It ries to cope many elements 
from modern progressive rock/melodic. 
rock genves and what current fusion 
fendencies ore, expressing at the same 
time their personal sound identity. They 

 fulfil this on most paris. A couple of 
commercial fracks (“Watch Outl”, 
“Between fhe Lines") probably lack of 
the presence and musical intensiy fhe 
well-constructed fifle frack or *Autumn 
Scream” have. Vocalist styistically sings 
somewhat similar 1o Damian Wikson from 

Threshold/Michael Sweet (ex-Stryper). 
ind could sound a bit forced on the 

highest notes. He shows his best on the 
| beautiful acoustic frack “Innocent 
Murder", the piano song "Undiscovered 

. Heart", or on the mentioned "Auturmn 
Scream”, where echo effects create o 
pretty original atmosphere. Cult band in 
Germany, Last Turion shows a bright 

 present. For fans of neo-progressive fock. 
ot looking for an accused heaviness. 

(GS) 
{Lost Turon, Higenboomst: 3. D 45884 

‘Gemany] | Gesenkichen. 

LOVE MACHINE 
The Nite 

 Pick Up 
Pure heavy metal i fhe thing that some 
of you are searching for again. Love 
Machine do not surpass fron Moiden or 
Judas Priest and they ore more 
‘commercial'. Nevertheless, they deliver 
some enjoyable songs as the powerful 
‘opener “Running Faster”, the fist single: 
“Angels In Town". and, perhaps, "We Are 
The Fire" with ‘fre/desire" thyme in the 
refrin (one fonzine edifor was 
complaining a lof about fhis rhyme. ha 
ha.. hough even Fates Warning used it 
once.... Yes, there are cliches on “The 
Nite" but it's @ long fime we haven't 
heard these cliches. Love Machine 
members mastered them very well. 
That's why | can stand even some of the 
sweet ballads of the albun: *In The 
Night" and *Let Me Go" are basically OK. 
i you counted, | have mentioned 
songs as ‘good'. It's not @ bad 
percentage of decent matericl... (GS) 
Love Machine, ia 5. Francesco 40/D. 20020 
Cariano, Laghao M) o) {md454@mein 
{11103 eelirodita.comiovemachine] 
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MAGELLAN 
A Strange Traffic Of Dreams 
Femao 
It's not hat Magellan from Magna Carta 
Records, it's completely another band 
from ofher dimensions. They exit for 
about 20 years and aready have 27 
releases including this. No need fo fell 
You that it was very strange 1o receive o 
promotional package from o band like 
this. This tape olbum offers @ soft prog 
rock with some The Bedfles fype the 70's 
rock influences. It begins with mild and 
soft prog/atmospheric rock fracks, which 
emoionally are @ bt similor fo Julee 
Cruise (Twin Peaks rulesl), but afer there 
appeat some more old-fock/some-funk/ 
some-blues fype songs. Sl the flavor is 
mild. If you know what the term ‘elevator 
prog fock means, you shouid get an 
idea. (GS) 
Mogekan. PO Box 600267 Saint Poul. Minnesota 
55106, USA| [mgelan@colcom| [np:// 
membersaol.com/mgelon/index. il 
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MANITOU 
Entrance 
BMG 

nirance" is the fist Norwegian 
progressive metal album, released back 
in 1995 by the band, which doesn't exist 
anymore. It s a decent record in the: 
veins of *Awaken The Guordian"/"No 
Exit” era Fotes Waring. Manifou are not 
imitators - songs stand on their own 
since the majority of them are siow or 
mid-tempo, the whole feel s similar fo 
Candlemass, The most memorable tracks 
are *Coven (Autumn Falk)* and “The 
Forlorn”. Now the singer Oeyvind is n the 
new Norwegian prog metal hope Spiral 
Architect. (GS) 
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MasI 
The Watcher 
SPV/LMP 
Alex Masiis a guitar virtuoso from USA, 
‘who have been releasing albums since 
1984, Guilars shine everywhere on his 
new one, but material s song-oriented, 
contains vocals, and should appea not 
only 1o guitar-music manicas but fo 
melodic hord n'heavy fans, 100. 
Nevertheless, when you have 13 songs 
and around 70 minutes of music on one 
album, almost always there are some 



LETHAL 
Polson Seed 
Massacre/DCA 
The album got very different reviews. And 
what fo expect, when a style changes 
clmost dramafically. The band'’s name. 
was in minds of all prog metal fans as the 
name of fhe band that was never 
defeated. They released the great demo 
Afival” (1987) and the classical power/ 

prog mefal album “Programmed" (1990), 
fhat probably haven't got any bad 
commens 
And what? “Poison Seed" was released 6 

years lafer (well fhere was the “Your 
Fovorite God" EP put out back in 1995) 
and vitually has very ffle 1o do with 
Programmed”. Far more, if i easy 1o 

glue @ word ‘grunge’ 10 if. Remember 
he latest Queensryche album frial on 
Perpetual Mofion web-board? 
On one hond, it's a pity that “Poison 
Seed" is another Lefhal. | really wonder 
how did they dare fo compose  frack 
“Watch Me Feed", which is very close fo 
Alice In Chains. Not because Alice In 
Chains would be a bad band (and they 
are nof). but because the fracks very 
very close. especially with respect fo 
vocals. Apart from thal, the album itself s 
auite good, confaining “Down" and 
Your Favorite God” fhat siightly recall 

the early days. some iyrical aimospheric 
fracks “Born", “Poison Seed" (which 
reminds of Queensryche's “Slent 
Lucidity"). and “Now", the good in- 
belween cut “Waking Wounded” and 
The beautitu somewhat XiX-age-feel 
ending composition “Odd Shaped 
Pearl” In the album, one can find very 
good moments, but there are some only 
average parts as well 
If here were no “Programmed” album, 
less people would notice “Poison Seed 
it took me awhile 1o get info this album. If 
they were another band. | would not 
care much, butin this case | did. And | 
am glad | did. It's not exactly 
progressive metal, it's more modern 
rock/metal, but... there is nothing to 

be affaid of. The band. however, split 
Up. Probably we will see some members 
in some ofher bands. (GS) 

filers. “The Watcher" i not an exception. 
When the energefic and fas file rack s 
precious, “Front Range Thunder" is simply 
boring. “Ave Maria" s fine, would 
decorate any Marly Friedman olbum. 
while “Real Time" s pale. (GS) 
[1Mas. PO Box 531328, Los Angeles. CA 50093, 
USA) {MasiizicBool com] 
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MAYADOME 
Paranormal Activity 
Shrapnel 
Sweden's Mayadome consists of 
experienced players, even if 
Paranormal Activity” is only their debut 

aloum. The band started in the early 90's 
under the name Mellow Poetry. released 
severol demo tapes and the EP that 
finally londed a record deal. Album's 
crystak-clear production i reminiscent fo 
Dream Theater's “Images And Words" 
the playing is ot the top level, the singer 
has a decent mid-range voice, and the 
only shortage is average vocal fines. In 
spife of fhat. itis o recommended album 
for technical progressive (big emphasis 
on both words!) metal fans. The new 
album should be out at the end of 1997. 
With the new singer - who has been 
descrived as o mix of Geoff Tafe and 
James Lasrie -and with a little more 
work putin the lyrics, it could enter 
the progressive metal hall of fame, 
where Dream Theater, Fates Warning, 

. Psychotic Waltz, Vouxdvini, and Shadow 
Galery comfortably reside. (GS| 
[Mayadome. c/o Teddy Mosle, 
‘Graamunkeoga. 75597 Uppsola, Sweden] 
{mayadome@swipnetsol [hi1p:// 
home2 swipnetse/-w-21565/] 
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METROPOLIS 
Unsure Destination 
™ 
Somehow it sounds monotonous. 
Metropolis could be classified as a 
boring progressive rock band with 
groaning vocals and lyrical acoustic 
quitars. If we append the stereofyped 
cover, my impression of Metropolis is 
tedious. Unimaginative. (V) 
TMI Recors, PO Box 18225, Greensboro, NC 
27419.UsA) 
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NOCTURNAL RITES 
In A Time Of Blood And Fire 
Megarock 
Straight metal band from Scandinavia 
that could be described as a cross 
befween old Helloween-ron Moiden 
‘and Biind Guardian. This album has not a 
moment of rest. and shows some good 
songwiiting abilfies, being plenty of epic 
choruses and speedy riffs combined with 
a very effective bottomiine. Classic 
metal siyle release, don't expect fo find 
here progressive elements, this is a 
bulleted album! (GM) 
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POWERS COURT 
Powers Court 
Self-released 
This American band hos a lot in common 
with old heavy/power metal and their 
debut album can be considered as 
another sign of the second life of heavy 
metal. What s unique about Powers 
Court, is the exceptional voice of female 
singer Danie Powers and the unusual, 
thick, pounding sound. The music does 
not spark with technical fricks, is very 
straightforward, dork. and relatively 
minimalistic. It's a pure thing and for its 
purity it may not appeal to everybody 
(particularly to prog-metal fans who look 
for mulfi-ayered songs). Personally for 
me, the record becomes better and 
better on its way from the beginning o 
the very end. The lost three fracks - “The 
Master Plan", “Deceiver" and “Season of 
the Witch" - are probably the best ones. 
(G8) 
[Powers Court, c/o Danie Powers, PO Box 2441 
St. Louis, MO 63114, USA| [powersaigateway.nef] 
Inttp://www.angelire.com/ct/powersct] 
3174 

PSYCO DRAMA 
Bent 
Massacre 
It can be concluded simply and by 
everyone: Psyco Drama's second album 
hos a more aggressive and raw edge in 
comparison with the debut “The liusion". 
Vocas are il melodic, and it gives an 
interesfing feeling because, with Phi 
Anselmo performing them, the materiol 
probably would be oscribed fo 
American aggressive mefal'. Strangely. 
even if what | ked about ther fist album 
is the clearly melodic songs. | con't say | 
am disappointed with “Bent". It's good 
that it's different. in piaces, it recalls 
the flowing funes of “The llusion” (on 

o Return" and “Quiet Sky”), but 
aggressive chopped rock/metal riffs are 
dominant. A coherent, modern, and 
compact album. (GS) 
[PsYCo Drama, PO Box 62313, Colerado Springs. 
CO 807622312, USA [psycockama@aoi.com] b 

THE QUIETROOM 
Introspect 
Dominion 
Colorado's The Quiet Room have been 
around for several years, and prog metal 
hackers should be famiiar with their 5- 
songs promo CD released in 1995. They 
play progressive mefal, 5o let's get it 
straight from the start: are they another 
Fates Warning-inspired band or o they 
have their own idenfity? 
I wouldn't call them unique; in respect fo 
stylstics, “Infrospect” falls between Fates 
Waming's “Perfect Symmetry” and 

f This Us tect 
f and (ate: t 

“Parallels”,significantly closer fo the fist, 
There ore fraces of Dream Theater, foo, 
and overall the songs fruly reflect what is 
meant by the ferm ‘fradifional 
progressive mefa 
On fhe other hand, we sl do not have: 
that much confidently performed 
progressive meial, so why no 1o have 
one more band in a ‘fine-bands fs'? 
Musicians of The Quite Room are skiled, 
and the songs are technically and 
creatively fich. There are no weak 
SpOfs. “Infrospect” may require 
additional stens but wil hook 
progressive mefa fan. If you are not one 
of them, befter fry before you buy. (GS) 
4 
RATTLEBONE 
Ratiiebone € 
Self-released 
Rattiebone from New Jersey have 
already opened for bands like Dokken, 
Yngwie Malmsteen, King's X, Slash's 
Snakepit, efc. Their debut EP confains 
various influences: from tradiional hard 
n'heavy fo psychedelic and glam rock. 
The opener “Walking Timebomb" is made 
in veins of Jane's Addiction and Last 
Crack, for me, i's the best frack of the 
CD. Afterwords, they get hooked on 
commercial refrains, and it's not my cup 
of tea. At this point. | cal fo my mind 
Circus Of Power, @ good example, where. 
soft melodies and sharp, addicted riffs 
don't go together. n spife of this, 
Rattlebone" is a sound piece of work. 

(sv) 
Roffiebon, PO Box 340, Woodbridge, NJ 07095, 
USA] [Drecmat 
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SYMPHONY X 
{ The Divine Wings Of Tragedy 
Inside Out 
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SADDLEBACK SHARK 
The Killing System 
Aftershock 
Saddleback Shark is a four piece band 
from USA featuring the guitarist Rob. 
Johnson (see review). Their music could 
be described as modern metal of the 
0's influenced by Pantera, Machine 
Head, or Biohazard. | believe they are 
‘good musicians but it's a pity that they 
sfick fast in the some rhythms and 
monotony. This is a big problem that | 
have with this album that undoubtedly is 
just an average performance. (SV) (This 
review should be in another section but it 
sn't. - GS] 
$12(USA). $16(Woria), Rob Johnson, 2801 Miliace 
ve, Columbus. Ohio 43207 4621, USA) 

SANVOISEN 
Soul Seasons 
Modern Music 
Who has dared o say the glorious metol 
days were over? With this soiid album 
Sanvoisen shine as a really 
consolidated band. Kiler fracks ke 
Mindwars" or *Agains! The Fears” coexist 

perfectly with the fwo ballads included 
here. Well consfructed songs, pofent 
quitar iffs, and incredibly catchy 
choruses make “Soul Seasons" a very 
enjoyable album. Recommended for o 
broad mefal audience, ranging from R... 
Dio fans fo classic Fates Warning/ 
Queensryche fans. A very good 
production backup this 42 minutes-ong 
release. (GM) 

SARCOFAGUS 
Envoy Of Death/Cycle Of Life re- 
releases] 
Mellotron 
| wonder what status this Finnish band 
have had in their native counry in the 
80's. These two re-releases (both vinyls 
‘came out in 1980}, in spite of the 
recording quality, contain some really 
ool fracks. Especially “Envoy Of Death 
(sten to the track “Wheels Of 
Destruction”) appeal fo me because of 
ifs peculiar afmosphere. Recommended 
for old rock and fradiional heavy metal 
fans. (sv) 
{Molltron Recors, Vi Marcor. 4 - 20075 
Cusano M. laly) 
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SAVIOR SERVANT 
Savior Servant 
Dominion 
It's very strange that this album appears 
on the small young label. | imagine, 
major companies could capitalze on it if 
they offer the band @ good promotion. 
There is no lack of ‘hitsingles’ here - for 
‘example, “Reflections”, “Inner Sage" or 
‘Crazy Again". In short, Alice In Chains 
meets Guns N'Roses. Maybe | am 
wrong, but isten 1o it yourselves. My 
favorites are “Trippin'" and "Rest Our 
Souls”. (V) 
Savior Servant, 242 Meril Ave., Staten Isona, 
NY 10314, USA] [ewmai@webspon ner| 
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SCANNER 
8all of the Damned 
Massacre 
Desciibed n fhe CD sticker os 
‘Orchestrol Power Metal', this label 
could sound a bit pompous affer 
fistening 10 the lbum more in depih 
Orchesfral armangements do nof 
abound as @ mafter of fact, but are 
really sporadic. The fourth effort of 
Scanner consiss basically on  good 
foad of fantastic power mefal songs with 
fastness, aggressive guitars, and higr 
pitched vocals, soid melody lines and 
choruses in fhe best fradifion of German 
mefal. A grea cover of Queen's 805 
classic *Innuendo” ends the disc with 
fouch of class. As an anecdote, it 
features Ralph Scheepers (exGamma 
Ray vocalist) on “Puppels on a Sting’ 
actually one of the best fracks from fhis 
good album. (GM) 
(Golocios Enteicinment, Marin Scsno 
Hollandst. 21 44866 Bochum Germony 
Hm 



SEA OF DREAMS 
Dawn Of Time. 
Self-released 
if's nof really usual to make @ debut with 
© 72 minutes-ong CD unless you think 
you have some realy inferesfing material 
needed fo be presented. There's a 
patently huge effort behind this album in 
pursue of an own sound, which is 
something remarkable. Nevertheless, in 
this case, | see a sight unbolance in 
favour of a bif fasteless compositions, 
being fracks such as the thilling *Pain’” 
Point Of No Refurn”, “Legends”, or the 
il track the best examples of originaify. 
Ty to portrait the eary Fates Waming 
combined with Helloween of the Kai 
Hansen era, some good keyboord 
anangements, complex odd fime 
signalures and numerous and original 
ime changes, and you'llhave  global 
idea about fhis fine Norwegian band 
(GM) 580 Of Dreoms, c/o Bert Are, Bioiokkevegen | 
4350 Noerboe, Noway] [Emait hevalbei@sn.nol 
Web page: hitp/home.sn.nol -hevaibel/ 
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SEVEN SIGNS 
Silence Of A Wish 
Crystal Entertainment/LMP 
Cool band from Holland. Seven Signs is 
lie o confinuation arising from the early 
Fates Waming. Especially. he singer 
infonates his parts jus ike John Arch, 
although the whole band keep up with 
him, too, and there isn't any wonder that 
the fracks “Infinity" or *At The Foot Of The 
Rainbow” are the real power metal 
hymns. Fans of Queensryche, Lethal, 
Hades, and, of course, Fates 
Warning will not be mistaken 
choosing this one. (sv) 
4 

SKYCLAD 
The Answer Machine? 
Massacre 
Skyclad belong fo the most productive 
ands on the planet. The interesting thing 
about it i that, with every new album, 
their sound become less heavy but 
the quality stil survives. If they snould 
more often use a flute, hey probably 
should be the new Jefhro Tul. Compared 
o Ihe predecessors, however, “The. 
e et olton e tlones 
some novelties, for example, “The Thread 
Of Evermore” has an oriental bent and 
ranks among the great tracks like 
“guiding A Ruin" and “isle Of Jure 
look ot 1hs release objectively, “The 
Answer Machine?". without a doubt, is @ 
big album, though (for my taste) it could 
be more varied. (SV) 
i 

It we 

SPASTIC INK 
Ink Complete 
Dream Circle 
I believe many of you know Ron 
Jarzombek from the legendary techno 
ihrash band Walchtower. “ink 
Complete” s the long-owailed 
Comeback album by fhis guiarist and it 
contains probably the most complex 
instrumental fracks I've ever heard. 
If you i very convoluted music, fhis one. 
is for you. The question is whether this CD 
is accessible fo a wider audience. For 
me. i's one of the best instrumental 
releases in 1997. (SV) 
[$15(USA). $17(World), Spastic Ink, PO Box 
34772, San Anfonio, TX 782654772, USA] 
[ronjarz@ixnefcom.com] 
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SPELLBOUND 
advance fape's7 
The new songs of Lithuanian Spellbound 
are difficut 1o categorize. Try fo imagine, 
what can happen when band members 
like diverse heavy music from Psychotic 
Waltz, Mekong Delta o The Tea Party. 
and Mindfunk, and, in addfion, have 
their own vision what they want o pidy. 
The sadly melancholic spiit of “Longing 
For The Origin" (demo'95) s stil present 
but now it is shaped info a sightly heavier 
and, occasionally, more weird form. 
There is o significant distance from 
Spellbound and progressive mefal as 
such, though the elements are stll here. 
You dive info these songs gradualy. Fist 
Yyou may be caplured by the. 
melancholy of melodic “The Map Of 
Frozen Star", the catchy amogance of 
“The Fiare", and the driving energy of 
Decide Yourself". Then by the easy flow 

of “Breath”, the waving heavy calm of 
“Run... Run... Against The Sun”, and the. 
dramatic instrumental. Or by the infricate. 
‘The Unitdrome Expert”. O the ofher way 

around....e... nevermind. It's diverse 
and colorful metal album. Lie the 
story with many different threads leading 
o the same point. (GS] 
Spettbound, Sigitas Velywis. PO Box 471, 2007 
Vinus, Uthuanial [rokasv@usanef] 
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STRATOVARIUS 
Visions. 
Modern Music 
Following the path traced on “Fourth 
Dimension" and “Episode” albums, the 
world famous Finnish metal ouffit 
released this semi-conceptual album 
faking Nostradamus prophecies as a 
thematic charge. The strip was set high 
after an album such as “Episode”, which 
harvested rave reviews and good 
comments worldwide. With “Visions". 
they get 1o that level and, in some. 
aspects, may improve it. Musically. it has 
less choral arangements, and it shows 
the same heaviness, good melodies and 
neoclossical-speed-mefal’ feel. 
However, on this one, keyboords maestro 
Jens Johansson assumes more 
protagonism. Some medieval-fike organ 
parts prove fo be a very effective 
counterpoint fo Tolkki soloing acts, and 
give songs such as “Black Diamond” or 
Legions™ (great frack) a more polished 

feel. The rest of the album is solid and 
flows intense without valleys. Perhaps the 
exception s “Poradise”, a fune which 
doesn't seem fo be 100% coherent with 
what current Stratovarius sound identity 
is. Towards the end of the CD, we find 
one of the best moments with the 

son, 

beautiful ballad “Corming Home" and 
the epic 10 minutes long fite frock. If 
you enjoyed "Episode" album, this 
new one won't let you down at all 
(GM) 
[Stotovarus Fan Cub, PO, Box 145, 00531 
Helsink. Fond] [stralo@netite.f] [n1p:/ 
w.neflite srotovoris] 
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Behind 
Modern Music/LMP 
On this debut album, fhis German 
progressive mefal band shows some 
good potential and a pronounced 
Dream Theater feel. Personally. | see o 
tendency on “Behind” fowards 
commercial choruses/simple rocking 
metalic guitar rifs (for instance, "Dial 
911"); and some arrangements could be 
judged as superfluous or a bit 
prefentious, as fhey might fumn down the 
intensity of the olbum o several stages. 
Some appealing aspects on fhis album 
could be the pofent guitars, fhe ambient 
created by the keyboard/acoustic 
arrangements on songs ke "Why' 
Escape From Reality”, “Nades", or 
Tomormow's Eve” and Michael 
Tangermann correct and consistent 
vocaks. Affer a successful four through 
Europe last year, Superior is one the 
European prog metal bands with o 
brightest future 
(GM) 
iSupericr. /o Michae! Tangemann, Dresdrer St 1264955 prmatens, Germany] (oGsmeramed. 
2.0nis0.de] [nitp/goic.owlde/-fine/ 
upeiozhimi 
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SYMPHONY X 
The Damnation Game 
Inside Out 
With this album released back in 1995, 
Symphony-X started to reveal the. 
colossal musical potential they 
possessed. One of the best 
characterisfics about this band is the. 
incredible songwriting ability fo compose 
very well-aranged songs with 

about the man who can’t escape from the d¢ 
piano at the end. 

Further, we have the instrumental that still has no name. Atmospheric, elated song, reminds me a bit of 
libound. Lyrically, it 

il 

Iyries. a combination of progressive and psychedelic metal. We are proud of 

snare, Cheerful tra 

ing by air. 
about old 

out of work 

memorable melody lines and refrains of 
great beauty. Compared o their latest 
release, also reviewed n this issue, “The 
Damnation Game" offers the same 
clean sound and excellent musicianship. 
Michael Romeo's guitars are, without @ 
doubt, the diving force for most songs 
giving a well-conceived heaviness and 
aggressiveness. Asemblance with  mix 
between a progressive Malmsteen, 
Kansas, latest Savatage. and Dream 
Theater could be made 1o describe this 
very good album. Russell Allen harmonic 
vocals are simply briliant. Lyrics, with high 
poetical confent, is also an spect which 
has 1o be remarked. Cuts such as “The 
Edge Of Forever", “The Haunfing 
Winter's Dream” of “Whispers” make 

one thinking about Symphony X as one 
of the metal bands with a highest quality 
and some of the most colorful power 
melodic music which can be found 
nowadays. (GM) 
Symphony X, 357 Bordentown Ave.. South 

Amboy. NJ 08879, USA [nlipi/ 
wwwfcxtunecity.com/ impan/wellenvile/3/ 
guyorush himi] 
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TAMAS 
Blue Syndicate 
Crystal Rock/SPV 
The Hungarian guiarist Tamas Szekers is @ 
welknown person among the famous 
guitar masters of the world. His most 
importont influences include J. 5. Bach, 
¥ngwie Malmsteen. Tony McAlpine, and 
Eddie Va Holen. There are six 
instrumentals and seven fracks with 
vocals on "Blue Syndicate” hat keep the. 
fistener in a good mood and mre o less 
demonstrate Tomas' abilfy. Ideal case 
for auto-foads. (sV) 
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THOUGHTSPHERE 
Grallkeeper's Gate 
Selt-released 
Don't deny, many German metal bands 
play whatis popular and follow the 
frends. Thoughtsphere is a pleasant 
excepiion, fnaf was already evident in 
iheirlast year's demo "Emerald”. 3 songs 
from it clong with 5 new ones form 
‘Grailkeeper's Gate" album, which can 

be labeled as 'original melodic mefol 
Thoughtsphere are modern and 
quite unusual, thus, i's hard fo 
distinguish theirinfluences. Siructurewise. 
fhey are far more complex fhan fhe 
average melodic heavy metal band but 
he listenabify does nof suffer. A cool 
album, (GS) 
[25DM/317. Ancheas Lonse, Torgauer .8, 40231 
Duesseldort, Germany] 



Was it difficult to start from scratch? How ha 
inion Records. 

Believe it or not, | was actually coerced into starting this label by a good friend (Matt 
Dagastino/Hammerhead Zine). In the early 90's, | was playing guitar in a local metal 
band and Mat was one of the most supportive of what we were doing. When we 
had put together our demo and were getting ready to send it out, he helped refine it 
and added quite a few new contacis. Over the years, our st grew, and he thought | 

ylabel to help out the band, plus help out some of the other bands that 
we had come in contact with. Everytime | saw him aiter that point, he would always 
antagonise me. So, | did have to start from scratch back in 1994, just after the 

 “Tomariow The World" compilation came out, when | crashed the outdated system | 
‘inputting too much data. It was a nightmare, | lost everything in a two 

seconds long puff of smoke. 

all begun? Tell us the history of 

Do you work alone? How much time do you spend on it, do you have any side- 
jobs? 
“The image of a large company gains respect quickly, 501 do my best to present that 
image. Most don't beieve it, but yes, | ru the whole thing sofo. There are things | 
will contract out to-other people though. And there are times when friends help out a 
bit. At one point, | did have a full employee handling radio promotion, but he has 
since left to finish up his law degree. On average, | spend about 40-60 hours a week 
just toa keep things together, and about 60-80 hours a week when I take a vacation 
from my other jobas a billing agent for the state. Although it can be a bit trying at 
times, the job pays well and provides many benefits (pension, medical/dental, time 
off) 

/hy? Do you think about Dominion Records do not release many albums. 
expanding your label and signing more bands? 
Well, there are many different reasons, One of the main problems is lack of National 

jon. We have recently joined up with The Conquest Music Group (a group of 
rd companies) to address that very problem. We have about 40 something 

produets in our catalog at the moment, of all different styles of music (fazz, Industrial, 
Metal, Rock, Rap, Progressive, Dance). Distributors want quantity, which is extremely 
hard for smallérindependent labels. especially those that srive for quality over 
quantity. Another is that  am promoting a form of music that d 
money the way it used to. Rap, Alternative; Bince are doing 
spotlight and attention are focused there. Extremely high sales is the bottom line. If a 
band does less than 500000 copies there is a real good chance they will be dropped. 
This way most Americans look toward Europe, because quality is most important. 

Who do distribute your albums in USA and Japan? As far as 1 know, in Europe 
different labels licence ¢ talbums, for instance, The Quiet Room album is 
distributed by Underground Sym ik Haly, Mercury Rising are on Noise... 
For the US, we useailotiof different types of distributors (retail, mailorder, exporting). 
Some:ofthem {in no particular order): USA One Stop, Azra Intl, Century Media, 
Dream Disc, Molten Metal, Sentinel Steel, Laser’s Edge... As for overseas, we try to 
licence the albums to better-promote artsts. In order to do an effective job in one 
region it takes a great deal of work and is very time consuming, Things change very 
quickly in this business that it requires constant attention. Yes, Mercury Rising are 
licensed to Noise/Modern Music for Europe and Japan. The Quiet Room is licensed 
to Underground Symphony/99th Flaor for taly, and is currently being by several 
‘companies for Europe and 
Japan. We are also warkirg: 
on deals for-oicotier artists 

and when an album comes 
out? 

Usually 3-6 months. It 

depends on the project, and if 
the band is supplying 
anything (art, recording, etc.) 

Who does design CD covers 
and ads? 

Mercury Rising 

handles all the art related work. | usually 
ive him ideas and he runs with them. He's 

very well rounded professional artist who 
an tackle any job in any medium from 
omputer art o freehand painting/drawing. 
s created magazines, ads, album covers, 

and fine art 

Dominion Records releases: 
VIA “Tomorrow The World" 
Mercury Rising “Upon Deaf Ears' 
Tanelomn “The Other Side" 
Undertow “Alone In The Crowd" 
The Quiet Room “Introspect” 
Savior Servant “Savior Servant 

Do you offer other merchandise (T-shirts, 
posters, etc.) besides CDs? 
No, unfortunately we do not at this time. We de have posters, biit they are for retail 
promotion only. 

Do you sign mainly American bands? Is location of a band significant? 
It gelting very difficult to distinguish a band’s origin these days. We'll consider any 
artst so long as the work is unique and marketable. Origin usually does not play a 
part 

Is it difficult to find good bands to release nowadays? How do you search for 
them For instance, how did you get aquainted with Savior Servant and The Qui 
Room? From press, from friends, or perhaps you received their promo packs 
directly? 
Usually several people will refer us to the same artist before we really start looking 
into how they are making an impact on the scene. But we dolisten to al tapes that 
are sent, soif there’s something that moves us about it, we will either seek to work 
with the band or refer it to someone else to try o help the band out. The Quiet 
Room happened to start out 
that way. From the very first 
listen, we started working 
with them, and forwarded 
their material to several 

people. We started to seek 
licensing first, then, when 

thing started to fall into 
we decided to release 

within Tagelueic 
Weingartner), gave e a call 
and mentioned that he was 

playing in a new band and 
mentioned that { should come 

e them periorm. Ther 
anly about 150 people there, 
but the band's music and 
conviction won-everyone over in a matter of minutes. | proposed a deal right aw: 
but the band wanted to write more material and give it a litle bit more time. 

The Quiet Room 

Why should a band sign to you, instead of putting out a self-released record so 
they have complete control of promotion and distribution? 
A lot of bands do not have the time, resources, and experience. If a band is handling 

too many things outside of writing, recording, and performing one aspect or another 
inevitably wil suffer 

What about tours? Is it possible for a progressive metal band to gather a decent 
audience in American clubs? Do you organize some gigs for your bands? 
The American progressive rock and metal scene is growing, but not quite enough to 
guarantee large enough audiences to keep the booking agents and clubs happy. Prog 
fest, on the other hand, have been doing extremely well, 5o | think things are moving 
in the right direction. Sometimes we'll ry (o organize some shows for the bands, but 
for the most part we leave that up o the management.and the booking agents, ancl 
we handle all of the cross promating. We'll call the stations and: contact magazines. 

You play in Tanelorn and recently Progressive Arts Music released your EP. Are 
there any plans for future records? 
Unfortunately no. The band has not been together for quite some time. The EP-was 
actually an advance for the labels, but word got back that it is being bootlegged in 
Brazil, so we decided o put it together and release it. Progressive Arts, whom | have 
been in touch with for quite a while, mentioned that they were starting a progressive 
label and were interested in licensing it. | thought that it would be a good idea since 
it is very hard to be objectionable when you are marketing your own music. 

How are Mercury Rising doing with “Upon Deaf Ears"? When can we expect a 
new album from them? 
Mercury Rising is still doing very well. Although | don’t have the latest update, | know 
that the album sold 3000 copies in the first two weeks in Europe. As for US, a few



thousand to date and still growing, New album material is currently being written, so 
anew stulf will probably be out before the end of the year. 

‘What was the story with Vauxvihi? “To Dimension Logic” got very nice reviews 
and responses everywhere, though you were complaining that they weren't 
selling that good, isn't it strange? 
“To Dimension Logic” is a greal album, unfortunately we started carrying long after it 
was released. | think that lack of significant sales can be attributed to the its mass 
availability through mailorder companies, and the high price of importing from 
Australia. 

Present The Quiet Room and their new album. What place will they take in the 
Dominion roster? 

1am really excited about getting this album out to everyone - musicianship is 
incredible. Once people have a chance to listen to this band, | am sure they will 
agree that there will be many great works in the coming years. So far, the initial 
response has been very favorable, but much depends on how the album does. 

What other releases are planned for 1997/19982 Have you got any new bands? 
The next release will more that likely be the follow up to “Upon Deaf Ears". There 
are several bands that we are interested in, but nothing is confirmed at the moment. 

Do you send many promos? What kind of promotion do you do in general? Can 
you name the most successful promotion (ad, review, whatever) that perhaps 
lead to some successful offer or something similar? 
At the moment, | can not think of one particular ad or review that was “the” 
contributing factor for something successful. Success, from what I've learned thus far, 
is usually the result of several things happening simultaneously and is always a 
building process. When we actually promote an artst, we are actually planning a 
building strategy. Every release is unique from the other, so each is handled 
differently. There are several thousand contacts that are reviewed before the actual 
send out. The list is usually refined to the best contacts for that particular style. 
Everything is handled in the same manner as a major label, but on a much smaller 
scale. A typical send out would be between 250-1000 pieces aimed at fanzines, 

‘magazines, radio, retail, etc. 

Do you read all reviews and interviews with your bands that come across? 
All reviews and interviews are read, then xeroxed and sent out to the bands. We are 
pretty good about that. 

What key issues can you mention about starting and running a record label? Do 
initial finances play a big role? 
There is no question that finances play a big role. Running a label s very expensive, 
and it takes a lot of perseverance to keep things running smoothly. Having a good 
start-up fund or access to funds will definitely make the journey towards success 
more pleasant, but the fact is money is not a subsiitute for hard work. Success, as 
mentioned earlier, is usually the result of building and planning. If you are willing to 
put a 200% effort into something you believe in, and learn from the mistakes that 
sometimes happen, success is within reach of everyone. 

Are you happy with the current position of Dominion Records? The future plans. 
Yes and No. In a lttle over two years, | have managed to get the label name known 
around the world in every country and sales are continually growing. For that | am 
pleased. However, | don't think I wil be completely happy till there is solid 
distribution for every record in every country on a consistent basis. Future plans... to 
keep growing and open an office in Europe, or merge with another label which | 
have great respect for. All the Best. 

{Dominion Records, PO Box 286, Colonia, N 07067][DominionRK@aol.comilhttp:/ 
‘www.dominionrecords.com] 

THRESHOLD skillul guitar player who, first of all ries fo 
Extinct Instinct 
Giant Electric Pea/Avalanche 
Threshold six member line-up offers 
Gense instrumentation, in which the 
guitar work really outstands. The style of 
s release could be described as a 
technical progressive metal with o very 
soid musicionship. On a few occasions, 
100 standard backup vocais in the 
choruses might saciifice a little the. 
melodic feel, as it happens on fracks ke 
The Whispering” or “Part Of The Chaos". 

The ‘opus' and best song of “Extinct 
Instinct” s the 10 minutes-long “Eaf The 
Unicorn?’. which develops some good 
tempo changes and highly original vocal 
melodies by he effective vocalist 
Domian Wisson. It's a frack that hunts the 
fistener attention since the very first 
moment. However, fhis is one of the 
typical albums that has fo grow inside 
the listener progressively.. 
Recommended, check f out. (GM) 
i e uni-moin.ce/~kosper) Trvesnoic himi] 
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CARL A. TIDEMANN 
Stylistic Changes EP 
Tritone/Voices of Wonder 
Carl A. Tidemann is a member of Norwe- 
gian prog metal band Tritonus and a 

compose melodic fracks. This olbum is 
short (22 min), but eclectic opus of 
technical and melodic guitar music. 
Each of the 7 fracks i different, would it 
be bombastic *Wariors of Titonia 
experimental funky “Trouble Spot”. neo- 
classical speedy “Ten Years Too Late". or 
calm "For You". The EP is probably hard 
o find outside of Norway, since it was not 
actively promoted. Now, s Carl says, 
‘expect a debut CD from Tritonus, and, as. 
1 can add, maybe for another briiant 
{hopefully ful-length) album from Cart 
himself. (GS) 
[c/o Cart A, Tidemann, Vaarve 
Norway] 
4 

n 106, 1182 Oslo, 

TiLes. 
Tiles. 
Dream Circle/LMP 
Gene Simmons of Kiss calls their music 
“an unique style... kind of @ new wave- 
sounding Rush". Tiles from Detroit wil 
appeal not only fo Rush, but also to 
Enchant and Styx fans, if only because of 
an excellent singer Paul Rarick. Tiles' 
songwriting and abilty fo play is of a high 
standard, just isten 1o “Analysis Paralysis” 
or “Token Pledge”. The only shortcoming 
are poor arrangements, in consequence. 
some parts sound oo ‘empty’. Apart 

ime had proised on album 
cal. We aiways have 

isten & cifferent frock or melody EN 
“Die In'My Dreams"” and “Visions Of Power" are 

t power mefol songs ever. 
Sl o vesatle b having it 

varth:3 3/4 points. 
s, PO Box 75, renton, Michigan 48183, USA] 
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TIME MACHINE 
Shades Of Time EP 
Lucretia/LMP 
This EP conains 6 
previously 
unreleased Time 
Machine songs fha 
will not be included 
in their forthcoming 
new album. "Act I 
Gallleo" (1995) 
already have 
represented fime 
Machine as one of 
the best Italian progressive metal bands. 
“Shades Of Time" feafures @ new singer 
and is an ambitious effort iming fo put 
more sensitivity and dramainto 
prog metal, to deliver an opposie fo 
pale and faceless music that is filing the 
scene. After hearing “Silent Revolution” 
‘and 1000 Rainy Nighs". f's evident that 
there is @ bigger focus on songs than on 
“Gallleo. I's nice. But what a fucking 
fashion is fo put covers on EPs? In 9 cases 
from 10, they are simple filers. So s 
“Heaven And Hel” (Black Saboath here. 
(G5) 
41/4 

TREASURE LAND 
Questions 
T&I/Modern Music 
Sweden's Treasure Land gof o deal just 
after the release of their “The Gift" demo 
in 1996 and it was nof a big surprise, since 
their handing of instruments is 
ineproachable. Complex. yef listenable 
neo-classical guifar instrumental parts ore 

obviously one of the priorfiesifthe 
band's meny, as well as very memorable: 
reftains. (Occasionaly the repelitive 
words in refrains, perhaps ue 1o the 

high-pifched singer. make an 
opposite effect, but luckly thisis 
characterisfic only 1o one of two 
songs.) “Questions” mix the. 
traditional heavy/speed metal 

with challenging neo-classical 
progressive parts, but both these 
things are like two separate 

entities in the album. Probably 
the next oloum willshow o 
sighty better infegration of 
Ihem. By now, enjoy cool prog/ 
speed fracks ke “The Gif", “The 
Miacle" and "Let The Rain* 

(GS) 
[Ireasire lond@maiboxswipnet el [hiio:// 
14589.75.15) /~martin/Treasure/") 
33/4 

WYZARDS 
The Final Catastrophe 
Mandrake Root/Laser's Edge 
This band was formed already in 1979, 
and the majoiity of fhis CD came into 
being between 1980 and 1982, 5o, many 
racks had waited nearly sevenfeen 
years 10 be recorded. Inspired by bands 
ke Rush, Kiss, or Ted Nugent. the Wyzards 
have created fheir own voriation what 
the real heavy rock should sound iike. | 
have fo say, if's @ successful versi 
ong epic songs "Phantoms-Lizards” o 
'ATOf The World" perfectly co-operate 

with shorter fracks fike *One Wizard". This 
albums o it for all old/progressive 
rock fans. (sv) 
{Moncrake Roo. PO Box 2450, Chery Hil N 
080340195, USA) lasercaaol com) 



Psychotic Waltz are from San Diego (USA) and, as one press 
sheet cleverly sates, are " dark blend of progressive heavy 
music with bizarre vocal melodies . 

| don’t know if their “A Social Grace” (1989/Subsonic/Rising 

Sun) is my personal best album of alltimes but it s surely the. 
one that impressed me most. For that time, it was 
unbelievable to hear such a unique piece of great psychotic 
twisted progressive technical mefal. The album brings the 
visions like a grotesque hall with crying and laughing jokers, 
insidious-face man behind a roulette table, weird-dressed 
dreamers, prophets, and a slowly-walking ghostof death. 
The spinning play consists of 13 songs and lasts for more 
than one hour. Five songs were taken from two demos. 
“Spiral Tower” was known already from the firstone 
released in 1986 (under name of Aslan). “And The Devil 
Cried", “Halo Of Thorns”, “Successor”, and I Of The Storm” all 
were from Demo’88. In spite of great reviews in fanzines and 
magazines, “A Social Grace" atfirst was released by the band's 
own Subsonic Records label. Only abitlater, German Rising Sun 
Productions licensed the record. 

“Great reviews, huh?” How about this: “This tape [Demo'88] is 

want to play music* Thank Nobody-Knows-Who, Psychotic Waltz 
stil e capable of excitinga wide range of emotions. Riff rockala 
AC/DC sucks pretty much 
n 1995, Dan together with Siggi Blasey (Crash Museum) did 
“Marching Into Oblivion” album under the title of Darkstar. It was 

Psychotic Waltz 
lnto the everlasting sonic stream.... 

article by Giedrius Slivinskas 

pure quality, both in terms of music and overall production. 
They play progressive power metal and this demo i the best I've: 
heard since Secrecy's "Like Burning One’s Boas”. Psychotic 
Waltz have produced a tape with four great and catchy songs, 
while remaining original and technical. ... Thisisa very 
impressive demo tape and just has to get the band a deal. If not, 
the record companies are definitely total idiots!” [Erik Sontum, 
“Metal Glory” #4,1990] 

Release of the next album was delayed because Dan Rock (the 
guitarist) had an accident and could not play for more than one 
year. Accordingto Dan's words, “Doctors said | would never play 
again, I casta spellof disbelief on them, and 9 months later | 
startec to play again!!!”. “Into The Everflow” (1992/Dream Circle) 
is the darkestalbum of Psychotic Waltz. Probably external 
conditions caused songs to be quiet obscure? Dan agrees: “Yes, 
it’spretty dark. Buta lot of our music is. Strangely, it makes me 
happy to write sad music. At that time, we were all going through 
some heavy stuff, relationships, finances, future...“The album was 
very rich emotionally and contained 
several true gem tracks like the title 
one, “Hangin’ On A String”, “Ashes”, 
and “Butterfly”. It can be listened as a 
whole one drama of gloomy 
eccentric psychedelic progressive 
‘metal. It was released by German 
label Dream Circle but later Music 
For Nations re-released it, as well as 

the debut album. 

11994, the change again. 
“Mosquito” (1994/Bulletproof) 
groove was not exactly what 
everyone have been waiting for from 
Psychotic Wallz. If we take all 
Psychotic Waltz albums n pairs, the 
difference between “Into The Everflow” and “Mosquito” is the 

most evident. “Well people change, that was a time when we 
changed, too. A lot of people like that album|“Mosquito”] the 
least, but I meet a lot of people who love it,and live it seems to go 
over very well "Live shows became significant. Ifthe first two 
albums -in general sense - suit more for listens by asingle person 
in a separate place, “Mosquito” tracks often become highlights of 
the concerts. It does not contradict, however, and “Mosquito” 
sounds good in a small apartment between four walls, too. On the 
other hand, in their live set, Psychotic Waltz include some older 
cuts from the first two albums including “And The Devil Cried”, 
“Another Prophet Song”, “Spiral Tower”, “Only In A Dream’ 
[irom “A Social Grace”] and “Into The Everflow”, “Freakshow”, 

‘Ashes”, “Out Of Mind" [from “Into The Everflow”] 

Actually, | was a bit shocked when | had read Norm Leggio’s words 
in one of the interviews, where he said “We wantedgo back to 
our childhood and play riff rock, the type of rock that makes a kid 

instrumental music. Buddy also put out a solo album “A Sirange 
Mind Of Buddy Lackey” back in 1993. Besides, Dan and Norm did 
End Amen “Your Last Orizon” album in 1992 (out on Institute Of 
Art). Does it mean, they have ideas that do not it into Psychotic: 
Waltz frame? “Wel, | guess so. My solo album (Darkstar) to me was 
very special, | always wanted to do something like that. It all dark 
symphonic cyber metal space instrumental, couldn't really ask 
Buddy to not sing on a whole PW album just to make me happy, 
could 12So I il thi. Ifanyone’s interested in getting ityou can 
send $15 (U)o our PO Box. And! Il love you ke a brother! . 
looks like Buddy is planning another solo album. The second 
Darkstar record should come out next year, too. “New Darkstar? 
Songsso farare of asimilar vein as the las, spacey, very melodic, 
yetlresh in its own way, must be heard. Will be recorded partly in 
San Diego this time, and partly in Germany. Institute of Art will 
release itagain, and it will probably feature Norm and Philof PW 
on the rhythm section!”. Everyone is pretty busy. 

“Bleeding” (1996/Bulletproof) gives another punch of modern 
metal with a focus on songs. t was released by Bulletproof, the 
same label which put out “Mosquito”. s there a tight elationship 
between the band and the label, how often do they communi- 
cate? Does promotional work is totally handled by the record 
company? “We are OK, hard to say how tight. We've met them all 
afewtimes on tour in Europe, really cool people, haven't ripped 
usolf! Most promo is handled by them, or our tour manager.” 
According 0 the contract, there will be three more albums on 
Bulletproof. 

“Ifyou haven't heard of this band yet, do yourself a big favor and 
expand your musical horizons. (... This release takes the band 
intoa more groovin' metal mode. They're the makers of 
psychedelic power metal. This album should really be huge 
through the incredible songwriting and musical talentsthe band 
offers.” [Keith Menser, “Ballbuster” #3, 1997] 
“Bleeding” isa collection of solid power metal that will 
definitely appeal to most fans ofthe genre. If you're in Europe, 
'm sure you aready know all about Psychotic Waltz but power 
metal fans in the U.S. should buy this and find out what all of the 
hype isabout. (..)" [Adam Saunder, “The Progress Report” #2, 
1996] 

() Psycholic Waltz write simple but delicate songs that may 
include power metal thythms, ethereal acoustic guitars and 
keyboards, and even Sabbath-Iike slow-motion rffs. | enjoy the 
high vocals, though the occasional industrial filtering becomes 
grating, Lyrically, Psychotic Waltz probe a realm of a vague 
spirituality and psychological darkness that is constantly 
perplexing. More consistent with the slow tempos and sad 
moods of doom metal than the manic technicality of progressive 
metal, | highly recommend “Bleeing” asa fresh and 
inspirational album from 1996.” [Thomas Kollnot, “Kollnot 
Music” #4,1997] 

el cwk owe iy 

Track “Faded” from “Bleeding” 
‘was composed nearly at the last 
moment. Were there any other 
songs from other three albums, 
which were created at the last 
‘minute or just have an interesting 
story of appearance? 
Not really, we pretty much had it all 
down when we went in, “Drift” had a 
few changes, to0. 

Do you have any leftover songs? 
Does all material you wrote get 
pressed on CDs? 
A couple that never made it to disc, 
because they sucked. Most ge 
pressed. 

I it a coincidence that all 6ths 
songs on your first three albums 
are ballads? ('m talking about “I 
Remember”, “Hangin’ On A 
String” and “All the Voices™.) Who 
usually is responsible for the order 
of songs in a PW album? 
Ha ha ha!!! You are not the first to 
notice that, however, we didn’t plan 
it. We all suggest amangement 

What Psychotic Waltz songs... you 
dislike? 
Ilike “em allt! 

ound better on CD than live’ 
“Another Prophet Song”, lots of 
vocal harmonies. 

re the most difficult to play/ 
sing? 
Difficult to play?..."Butterfly”, but 
we do i, lots of weird time changes 

in your opinion, are the best 
Iyrically/musically? 
Best lyrics to me would be..."Haze 
One” reminds me of our glorious days 
together on the road in Europe 
(that's what it’s about). Best music. 
Himmm, wel, for brutal grooving I'd 
say "Morbid". That song seems to get 
the crowd off the most, but musically 
Ireally like "Drift", "Locust’ 
"Ashes", "Darkness", “"Halo of 
Thoms","...and "Into the Everflow". 
that solo is always a highlight for my 
evenings enjoyment, 

Have you any video-clips? 
Yes, we have! “Faded” was released 
as a video in Europe a few months 
ago. Got aired on VIVA 

You mention Jethro Tull and Black 
Sabbath as your influences, but 
these bands are more from hard 
rock genre. Who has inspired you to 
play heavy metal music and what 
are your favorite current metal 
bands? 
Tt was really Sabbath for most of us. 
0Ozzy’s solo with Randy Rhoads 
really gave me goosebumps! 1 like a 
ot of different music, right now I'm 

ning to Notorious Big!! 
Depeche Mode made it's way onto 
my favorite band list, this might 
sound strange to a lot of people, 
that’s OK (remember our name). 
used to think they sucked, but listen 
10 the CD “Songs of Faith & 
Devotion” really great & DARK 
sl Type O Negative I've liked for 

years, Kom is beyond intense!!! 
Also I REALLY love Henry 
Mancici’s work - you know..the 

list 



Pink Panther theme, Creature From 
the Black Lagoon, Moon River. 
Danny Elfinan is a genius, and the 
soundtrack for “Das Boat” by Klaus 
Doldingen is one of my all time 
favorites, we’re gonna do a cover 
version of the final track on Darkstar 
2 (hopefully). 
Did I mention The Beatles??? All 
time best band in the universe, we are 
all unworthy!!! No, really, a lot of 
people don't like ‘em because they 
never heard the really good stuff, 
Abby Road!! Sgt. Pepper, Magical 
Mystery Tour, (we covered “I Am the 
Walrus”) & parts of the White Album, 
some older stuff is really cool too, 
those boys could write, I miss Jonny 

What do you think about modern 
metal styles? For instance, gothic 
meta 
like a lot of music, it's all good, 
some doesn’t appeal to me as much as 
others, that’s OK, but I like a lot of 
the Gothic music, not too fond of the 
death grunts though. 

Have you and other band members 
any hobbies outside musical world? 
Phil is actually into film, wants to be 
a director. Norm owns a record store, 
1like to do active things, used to 
climb a lot, parachute, rappel, (rope 
dropping off bridges!!). Until I fell 
about 13 meters & broke my body 
REALLY bad. Now I'm a lot safer, 
my wrist and knee still have metal in 
them, my eyes were bleeding, they 
thought I was gonna die. This was 
back in 1991, I'm a lot better now, I 
like to Boogie Board in the ocean. 
jet/snow sk experience new things. 
Buddy & Steve, I'm not too sure of, 
drinkin’ & smokin’ & they work a 
lot. 

Who s the most punctual person in 
the band (who shows in time at the 
rehearsals, etc.)? Who is always 
late? 
Punctual would be me, don’t know 
why, always been that way, hate it 
when people say 3 when they 
REALLY meant a11 
AARRGGHHHH!!! Late would be 
Buddy, same, he’s been that way 
since I've known him (since 9th 
grade). 

A couple of questions on the 
philosophical side. Was the world 
better hundred years ago? 
How the hell should T know? T 
wasn't there. But T can tell you this, 
they didn’t have indoor plumbing or 
e-mail or CDs or ..pollution, holes in 
the Ozone, chemical wars, then again 
they had black plagues (aids) ultra 
violent wars, (racism) some thi 
don’t change too much it seems. 

What is your opinion: should a man 
| scarch for the truth or should he/ 

she wait until the truth comes to 
him/her? Do you believe in the 
meaning of the stars and in the 
fate 
1 think everyone has their own path, 
what works for you might not be 
good for me. T don’t disbelieve it but 
I don't spend too much time 
worrying about it. T think its kind of 
like a TV guide, you can use it 1o see 
what's on, or you can flip thro 
the channels yourself & live it!! 

More than 10 years of musical career, 4 fulllength albums. Dan 
Rock s one of the members from the originalline-up and | asked 
him when he was the most enthusiastic after the album release? 
“Probably the firstand the latest ones. “A Social Grace” because it 
was the beginning, and “Bleeding” because it was recent and we. 
REALLY like ta Jot.” 

Psychotic Waltz usually are decently evaluated by press. Perhaps 
sometimes real power/progressive metal critics find their music 
100 ‘crazy and psychotic” but, overall, they get good marks. Have 
they any bad reviews? “Yes we have!/! England seems to hate us! 
Bloody tea drinkin’homo fags! (ust kidding) | get fan mailfrom 
some people there, t00.“Oh, ight. | have read a review of “A 
Social Grace” and “Into The Everflow re-releases in “Terrorizer” 
and they gave them respectively 2 1/2 
and 3 from possible 5. Well, no 
comments...at least it was the first 
progressive metal review in that magazine. 

Lets see, what lan Glasper of 
“Terrorizer” has 0 say: “Grandiose it 
may be, and those vocals could sure 
grate on the nerves aiter a night on the 
pop, but the guitar work is awesome, 
layers of luscious arpeggio, and songs like 
“Tiny Streams”, with is slithering 
syncopation, are downright eerie.” 
[“Terrorizer” #43, June'97] 

Are all Psychotic Waltz albums complete 
creations standing on their own, or does Dan consider them more 
asthe stages of their musical development? Dan is confused: 
“Hmmmm? I think that everything changes, people, places, things, 
Styles, ikes, dislikes, albums... o it’sa progression. Yeah, it seems 
he prefers to et the music do the talking instead of overloading us 
with an avalanche of explanations how this or that was done and 
what it was meant b it. 

Ithas become a tradition for Psychotic Waltz to tour Europe every 
summer. There were Mosquito Tour Part | & Il and Bleeding Tour 
Part| & II. Shows usually take part in Germany, Denmark, Austia 
Holland, Belgium, tal, and sometimes Spain. What does prevent 
from visiting more countries? “Money. Thistour(Bleeding I, 
Summer'97] also took us to Budapest! Also, Swilzerland. We 

always hope for more countries, 1love traveling & meeting 
people.*What were the impressions of Bleeding Tour Part 12 % 
ROCKED!!! Buddapest was the best. They treated us very well, 600 
screaming fans & they all seemed to know the yrics!” 

Now for the big news. Buddy Lackey and newly recruited guitarist 
Steve Cox (who played in Bleeding Tour Part Il but did not 
participate in the recording of any album) quit the band. Dan, Phil, 
and Norm plan to continue. There are rumours that members of 
Lethal (who broke-up) will 

replace them 

Ifitis possible to imagine Tom 
Malicoat singing ina place of 
Buddy, it abit more difficult to 
imagine Psychotic Waltz without 
Buddy's intriguing poetry. Buddy, 
together with Jim Matheos of 
Fates Warning, are top-lyricists of 
metal scene. Many consider him 
an essential member of the band, 

A Social Grace” (1990) 
1 And the Devil Crie 
2. Halo of Thoms 
3. Another Prophet 
Song 
4. Succesar ere they played bt 

30,000 people. 

h i “Into The Evert 
sleady growing satus in Fun 
Puychotic Waltz 

A Psychatc Waitz 
i somie lunacy 10, Only n » Dream 

underground 

dirction. The son 
mature, brough 
xperience 
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The most recent elease “Blecding” proves o bethei best 
ork yet. With a more mature approach o the songwriin 

and years of st savy, “Bleeding” is sparking nterest 
worldvede. The album was recorded i the summer of 
1996 and produced by the band and No 
11 Psychotic Waltz supported th record with two 
Europ 5. in 199 and in 1997, comrespondingly 

[Blue Meanie Records, 916 Broadway, EI Cajon, CA 
92020, phone (619) 442-5034. fox (619) 4422694 
[Psychotic Waltz. RO Box 710332, Santee, CA 92071, 
usaj 
[Psychoic Waltz Durkstar sl OceanPurplé ol com] & Hanging o0 s S 
[Visit Psychotic Waltz, Darkstar web sies a hip: o 
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and he s a really charismatic personality 
“What 10 expect now?", asks a flustered fan. 
Dan Rock assures: “Don’tdespair, more music 
will come”. 

We know countless cases, how it was tough 
for the bandsto find suitable replacements for 
their singers. Even i new singer is good, i’s 
hard for the band to avoid unnecessary efforts 
to sound like they sounded before with the 
old-good singer, who was loved by everyone. Faded 
There s no need to think of any examples, just 
take Iron Maiden. Frequently such efforts 
sound pathetic. Psychotic Waltz, however, 
have a chance. Their fans are tolerant and 
probably will give that chance 1o the band and 
purchase the next album. Besices, Lethal fans 
also should be very interested. It an become 1 
nearly a ‘win-win’ situation. All everyone 

wants is the new Psychotic Waltz album not 

to be a shadow of the old albums we know 

andlove. 

There are ideas for new songs. I fact, | have heard one track 
[“Meditation”] on Bleeding Tour Part Il alreadly. If 
somebody asks me to describe it | getinto difficulties. 
Something more psychedelic perhaps,still in the vein of 
“Bleeding”. | have heard it only once, in the end. When | 
asked Dan to describe the new stulf, it was even more 
difficult for him. “Hmmm, that's kind of hard, can you 
describe a color??] don't think fans will be disappointed, 

Willthere be any changes in Psychotic Waltz music in 
future? “We !l have (o wait & see, if o, | sure hope 
they're for the better! 
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ABHORRENT 
Rage 
Self-reloased 
Cynically, Abhorent are a softer version 
of Sepultura. Geffing more Into depth, 
‘one can nofice thei real love for pure 
thrash mefal and thek abllty 1o create: e fruth in th 
songs which are energetic. As we are 
forced 1o say frequently. the aibum s not 
very diverse and there s nothing out of 
orcinary. Just speed/ihrash mefal done. 
with a wil and with a sdl. (GS) 
{Abhorrent. 214 8 504 Brosia. OF, 70293020, 
Brol| marcus@casic com bl 

the first band, 
e progressive mefal. 

description. 
ningrise” album is 

31/4 

AETURNUS Y 

Beyond The Wondering Moon ndlalight 
‘Hammerheart in 1995 

Prepare yourself for another assault from 
Norway: this fime It's dork metal with folk 
music influences and black metal 
structures. The recording ine-up features 
members of Gorgoroth and Satyricon/ 
Gehenna, so fhe quallly ks guaranteed. 
Andif's all ight when It goes about ¢ 
perfect melodies and folk sounds, but n Candlelight. The guitarist Peter 
death vocals personally for me do not fit. ks: |That is troe. | think 
A screaming black metal singer would hid® wod récanpd well 
make this music sound colder and push 
fhe music iself more upfront. In spite of 
#hat, the band creates a really dark and 
mystic atmosphere. (AO) 
[Acturnus. Ares PO Box 189. 3062 Bones. Norway] e {vill do another 
3374 I would be 
15000 ) stic fo play in Lithuania! 
Am| Blood deal is fdr three albums, 
Nuclear Blast ve had a few 
Maybe | am not fight, but 1 think that 
playing the old-Metallica style stuff s a bit 
of out-of-date thing. And here we have 
@ Finnish Metalica where Janne 
Kerminen's voice clearly brings fo mind 
James Heffield. They call ther style an 
“old school speed hrash power metal® 
and maybe itis OK for those who like fo 
headbang lstening fo “Master of 
Puppefs", and who are stil searching for 
new Mefalicas when the real one fumed 
info shit. | don't say that Am | Biood play 
bad - they know fhei job but when you 
hear cannons and only cannons, it sucks, 
doesn't 12 (AO) 
3 tudio before. Dan 

n mistrustful 
d media. Nof 

ame before because 
ing, just 

which made 
ondidight fo promote 

* a bit nore. I think they 

and 

and they ar 
ant twin gui 

“The record 
stud ever did, so 

ut it was @ bit 
hadn't been in 

we cimed fo do our best b 

Swano, the engineer, 
jgh. For the 

we knew what fo expect 
t a lot th 

ARCKANUM 
Kostogher . cle ) and we also had a perfectly clear 
bl PSPPI |.c/. c of what the sound was going fo 
presents raw, primifive, and dark black be like. That made it easier for us. We 

ond that made 
ongs alone.”, 

ot that 
perfection’s Were 

ning 
en done 

mefol, described by the band 
themseives as "musically primitive, raw, 
medieval, grieved and frollsh music”. This 
ne-man band concentrates more on 
mood and feelings than on musical 
Innovations. The album s fich in s 
atmospheres and rualstic by nature. 
Nevertheless, fter itening 1o It for more. I'm quite 
than hou, f becomes boring due fo s he album as o whole. Of 
monotony. By he way, the fhird album e, there are some minor mistakes wil follow akeady ths year, and the 
fourth “Faunaz Samgang" i scheduled, 
foo. The mest productive black metal 
band or what? (A0) 
3z 

to for t eosie n the 

mething ha 

e, but | am pleased with 

J that Opeth 

ART OF BUTCHERY do their 
My Pleasure Is Your Pain EP 4 s 
tard k7 
This puts us back 1o the year 1993, when 
bans ke Avulsed and Broken Hope had 

w—— 

225 ol - g e 

7% influenced by a lotof different 
nusic, those parts come naturally. | 1 

but some of our new songs are only 
sight minutes long... But they are still 
reflecting the Opeth sound even though 
the material is o bit faster and heavy: 
So, the new material is ready? “ Yes. As 
I mentioned, it’s faster and heavier, 
more brutal and more evil, but sfill it 
will sound Opeth, of course. I'm really 
looking forward fo record the new 
album, it will be an absolute killer! It 
will be recorded in autumn of 1997.* 
Since Dan Swano is nof running the 
studio anymore, Opsth are forced fo 
search for a new place fo record their 
new album. “Ifs o pity because we're 
really pleased with Dan’s work on our 
two albums. Fredman studios in 
Gothenburg is o possibla choice for the 
third album. 
How doss Peter present Opeth music fo 
friends who are not familiar with metal 
at all? “If they're not into metal ot all, I 
play some acoustic part first and after 
that some part where Mike sings 
“normally”, The last thing I play is the 
parts with his death-metal voice which 
s the parts my friends and family had 
the most trouble with. They ke it now, 
though!” 
When he listens to other bands, is he 
somefimes fempted fo use one or 
another riff/melodic line? *Nof really. 
I#'s more like inspiration fo hear good 
music and someimes you might wish 
that you wrote that 
yourself but that's how far it goes. 
don't ever steal riffs or melodies from 
other bands.” 
Let's wait for the third Opeth work, 
Thers s sl room for improvement, of 
course. Now, for Opeth, 
means ‘difficult 1o get info”, So is 
“Momingrise*. To be progressive and 
listenable is o challenge. Opeth say; 
they do ot strive to be ‘sasy-listenable’ 
but... The practica shows that many 
progressive bands fter theirfirst 
externally-complex allsums start fo 
compose more streamlined songs. 
conflicts a bit with Peter’s words that 
their new material is “faster and 
heavier” what means, that we can also. 
wifness o Dark Tranquillity-type loyalty 
1o the exireme. Ii's difficult fo guess, 
thers is no point in doing that either: 
Wa just want to assure ourselves that 
Opesth will surpriss us in the future, 
Peter confirms: “Yes, we will definitely 
do that, but i 1 fold you how, it wouldr 
be a surprise, would if?". 

[Opeth, ¢/o Peter Lindgren, Skebo- 
kvarnsvaagen 35, 12433 Bandhogen, 
Swodan] 

@ wide recognifion. There are fans of 
brutal death/grind foday as well, and this 
EP is exclusively for them. If does nof 
bring any surprises lyrically and musically 
(except the relatively-soft last frack) but 
frmly keeps fo the standards. (GS) 
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BALIAK 
Macedonian Darkness And Evil 

This looks like a low-budget black mefal 
CD. Since, originally, black mefal was not 
meant fo have big budgets,it's OK. 

© Concepiually. the record i related fo 
Alexander The Great. Musically, their 
motio s ‘the faster and the more 
exirere imply the better'. Not very 
original, but frue enough. Approved! (GS) 
[Batitegod Productions. PO Box 532 Kingsgrove. 
NSW 2208, Ausiralc] 

BROKEN HOPE 
Loathing 
Mefal Blade 
Chicago death metallers put out their 
fourth record and do change nothing. 
IF's il the same brutal gAnding death 
metal. The singer roars with his heart, fhe 
gullor player fres 10 find the most brutal 
sound ever, the drummer waorks lie he 
would be burming in hel. Everything 
shouid be all right, but t s not. The final 
sound misses somefhing that makes 
Napalm Death sound heavy and brutal 
all the fime. no matfer whether fhey 
change thek style or not. Broken Hope 
ust try 1o o these cannons. Perhaps 
they are good Ive, but It makes me 
yawn when fistening 1o the CD. (AO) 
234 

CEMETARY 
Last Confessions 
Black Mark 
When Cemetary, formerty known as a 
doom/death band, released a melodic: 
atmospheric metal album “Black Vanity” 
backin 1994, it was not a very common 
fum but it received good responses. 
However,its successor "Sundown” was 
perceptibly more average and didn't 
shine among many ofher gothic metal 
releases. “Last Confessions" is the 
Cemetary's 'gooc-bye' album, in that 
we can't find any new worths either. Yes, 
“Forever" perhapsis a new level of 
driving rock n'roling ‘ex-death’ metal, 
“Caress The Damned"” and “Feids Of 
Fie" are good remembrances of *Black 
Vanity", but all the ofher racks including 
Cathedrakinfivenced 1213 
Transgalaction” are somefimes even foo 
simple and in general lack sparking 
moments. So, now Cemetary is gone, 
viva Sundown? (GS) 
312 

ok e rormend 

Regularly. one or another band with 
senfiments to doom mefal, pops up. 
Corporal Punishment are kind of up-1o- 
date and some of the tracks (ike “Wrong 
Side") are even more hardcore/metol 
than doom. Vocals vary from clean o 
doomy fo Paradise Lost-lke softly 
screaming and, lyrically, this olbum deals 
with known fopics of emptiness and 
solation. They won't get a Grammy 
award for originaiity but they. ot least, 
know where they are headiing to 
and have animmunity fo current 
trends. (Gs) 
312



| With this EP, Amomhlss =p aside 
from "Elegy” t 

| 70's psychedelic progressive 
rock oriented are 
fitle trock already 
“Elegy". this EP contains 2 new. 
songs ond 2 covers vfif . 
Hawkwind and Kingsion Wall. 
The new frack “The Brother- 
Slayer” is o good example of 
melodic space rock where their 
cleon-voice singer 

| fullcapabilifies. Both covers 

clear: Paradise Lost went down, 
Pyogenesis went dowri 
completely, and Amorphis did" 
not. Still, | wonder what will 
be the next: “Amorphis 
Unplugged" album or an 
“Elegy"-style new record? 
The band says, the Iatter wil 
come true. (G} 
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CRACK UP 
From The Ground 
Nuclear Blast 
Not much time passed since their debut 
Blood Is Life”, and Crack Up refumn with 

another album, now on Nuclear Biast. 
They remained true to the real death/ 
thrash metal. Since “From The Ground” 
has no ulfro-brutal guitars and the singer 
screams instead of growling, the music is 
not that far from thrash. On the other 
hand, the overall thinking and structure 
are similor fo death metal. However, 
comparing “From The Ground" and the 
previous album, there is no big 
improvement with respect to bulding 
their own identity. (GS) 
[cmackup@aol.com] [nttp://members.aol.com/ 
cmackup] 
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CREMATORY 
Awake 
Nuclear Blast 
Crematory, the Germans-beloved band, 
are productive but not very innovative. 
Awake" is a combination of what is hot 

in today's gothic metal. Everything about 
them is average: the vocals. the 
songwilling, and the playing. Lake Of 
Tears are capable of making far more 
catchier tunes. Crematory now are really 
worse than their new label-mates 
Evereve, and are no befter than 

CROWN OF THORNS 
Etemal Death 
Black Sun 
‘War' and ‘speed” ore probably the most 
suitable words fo describe the second 
album of Swedish black/death metal 
band Crown Of Thoms. Listening fo the 
album, one connof overlook similarities to 
Gothenburg -style, just Crown Of Thorns 
are more dark and more evil. They 
fall shortin being a bit monotonous 

through the whole way. Apart from 
that, cool. (GS) 
[Crown Of Thorns, Box 6045, 46106 
Trathoatian, Sweden] 
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DARKSEED 
Spellcraft 
Nuclear Blast 
Many consider them as the 
‘wagon-umpers. Their style exactly 
meels the requirements of current 
frends: melodic ‘gothic’ metal with 
aggressive vocal. Actually, there is 
no gothic in it and therefore they 
sound a b superficial but some 
melodies are not bad. (GS) 
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DIRGE 
Hazing Rituals 

AV 
The Canadian hardcore. | mean, New 
York hordcore fransformed fo Canada. 
Anready the second album of these 
angry guys shows us a musical feld 
where NY HC meets grindcore. Nothing 
new and shocking, every second band in 
the world plays biock mefal or 
hardcore. For me, however, 
“Hazing Rituak" was ane of fhe 
best hardcore records fo come 
out lately: professional, 
technical, angry. and good. All 
nolure lovers should check e 
last frack of his 17-song CD. 
(#0) 
Orge. c/o RES.. 108 Woodbine Downs v, Uni 7. Elobicoke. 
Onfario, M9W 5% Canada) 
312 
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DISMEMBER 
Misanthropic EP 
Nuclear Blast 
Death Metal is back. and this 
EP precedes the new ful- 
length aloum of Dismember. 
They deliver the same old good 
Swedish ‘old school’ death 
metal which is melodic (maybe 
the best riffs | have heard this yearl), 
strong, brutal, just biiliant for a fan. The 
best fracks are "Misanfhropic” and 
‘Afterimage” but all of them are more or 

less at he same high level. Besides. here 
we find Autopsy's Cover “Pagan Saviour". 
The recording quality at Sunlight is more 
than good. I haven't got reproaches to 
Dismember. (AO) 
4 

| DISMEMBER 
Death Metal 
Nuclear Blast 
Yes, it I 
Dismemt 

ath metal 
fhrash. T 

| reach 

hni 
brutal. Are 
take it? (G! 
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ESOTERIC 
The Pernicious Enigma 
Aesthetic Death 
Following the successful “Epistemological 
Despondency"” album, this double CD 
confinues Esoferic's dark conceptual 
music at the same high level. I's a very 
diverse album and one of the most 
many-sided discs I've heard lafely. Allin 
all it's doom, but growing to death, 
gothic, ambient and ofher dark styles. 
The atmosphere is highly psychotic and 
not easy-cacheable. The group doesn't 
fry 1o hide the foct that their music is 
druginfluenced, so for me it's very hard 
fo feel in these atmospheres, but the 
ones who like extremely different and 
strange moods must dig . (AO) 
Aestheic Death, Siwood Pershore Rood, 
Ectinglon, Worcestershire, WR10 3APEngiand| 
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ETERNAL SOLSTICE 
Efernal Solstice 
Displeased 
Damn, this s shallow death mefal from 
Holland. Some of fhe stuff was even 
created in 1990. I's old-school fypical 
American death metal with grunts 
instead of vocal, Very average. (GS) 
2 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 
High 
Mefal Blade 
With the sixih output, Flotsam And Jetsam 
retum fo their former label Metal Blade. 
Some months ago, the band promised 
that “High" would sound fike o cross 
between “Doomsday For The Deceiver" 
and the lost album “Diift". t's hard fo say 
whether it hos happened because he 
new CD has a modern production (Bil 
Metoyer] and that sefs it apart from the 
first three alburns. There ore some really 
good songs on *High" like “Lucky Day" or 
“Everything" and that's what matters 
most. It's mefal so fuck off (SV) 
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FORSTH 
Winferfrost 
MO.S. 
This band from Switzerland plays the 
style for which Norwegians are 
famous. It's angry, fast, not very 
melodic but very dark black metal. 
It's all right, when this style has 
something meaningful and, maybe, 
even something innovative, but. in 
this Case, it seems that they play 
block metal just for its sake. You 
can't even disfinguish one song 
from another. And why do the 
quitars sound 5o bad...is this a CD or 
what? (AO) 
[MOS. Records, Altenbach 24, 9490 

| Voouz Lchtensiein 
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FORTE i 
Destructive i 
Massacre 
No album without changes. Forte's 
third release is different from the fist 
two albums “Stranger Than Fiction” and 
Division". Heavier and fighter than ever 

sound now is closer fo Grip Inc. or the last 
Anthrax CD, in short, modern 50's metal 

| Production doesn't shine, and the mix 
could be befter, so, | hink, i's nof the 
best Forte’s album, though some cool 
racks are avallable here. (SV) 
3172 
FREDERIK THORENDAL's SPECIAL DEFECTS 
Sol Niger Within 
Nuclear Blast 
Frederik Thorendl, the guitaris of 
successful Swedish band Meshuggah. 
has released s solo album with some 
help ffom other known musicians such o 
Morgan Agren, Jonas Knutson, Mats 
Oeberg. This CD is not easy-lstenabie. 
that's a fact. t contains only one 44 
minutes-ong song. Of course, 
appreciate a musician's wish not fo 
desiroy the concep! of the music by 
dividing it nto parts bu, let's ask, who 
does listen o albums from the beginning 
10 the end every fime? Thus, f happens 
that the fist part of the record i istened 

more fhan the second one. though the 
latter is better for me. Anyway. it's @ 

fruly beautiful, progressive, clever, 
and original creation (can be 
compared with Pestience “Spheres” and 
Atheist “Elements"). The rhylhm of 
Meshuggoah is felt everywhere. It's kind of 
joaz-fusion-death-rock-classics-and...| 
Could go on forever. There s no one style, 
it's rather a psychotic mix of everything. 
As! understand, fhis record s highly 
influenced by Tibetan Buddhism and 
ofher Eastern ways of thinking. It seems 
that Mr. Frederik s a clever man and he 
wiites an infelligent and inferesting music 
(A0) 
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GHOSTORM 
Black Box 
Lard Records 
The second fulllength of this well known 
band from Lithuania, recorded again at 
Unisound Records, The producer Dan 
Swalo even sang one song on the CD. 
This fime, music changed o @ more 
technical side and, even if it basically 

lubeled os zombie metal. P\ey claim 

ihey were inspired by “Night ol The 

remove all band photos. Thony you 
would be free o think they look 
similar to the lads on the CO cover. in 
conclusion; Decsased are a honest 
band. More than that, they ploy 
quality extreme metal that 
deserves attention of extreme 
metal fars. (GS) 
[Deceasect $953N. 101 . Anington, VA 22205, 
UsAl 
4 

remains death metal, it has elements of 
other metal and non-metal styles. The 
musicians let themselves 1o play 
everything they want and the final mix is 
a complex music ranging from quiet 
moods o brutal death; melody and 
heaviness go hand in hand here. Also, | 
must mention that Ghostorm have one of 
the best bass players in the mefal-world 
and there is @ bass instrumental 
Daughfer” in this disc. This s & CD for 

fans of technical music. (AO) 
Ghostorm, Sekia, Architeklu 9-25, 2043 Vi, 
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THE GREAT KAT 
Guitar Goddess EP 
PR 
The eccentric guitar goddess strkes back 
again with a 4-rack mini-release: 2 usual 
songs (overage) along with hyper fost 
Rossini's "The Barber of Seville” and 
Sarasate's Gypsy Violin Wailz (better). I's 
OK, but will we ever hear something 
like the classical “Beethoven On 
Speed" first of all in the ospect of 



Called “a self-torturers sweet nightmare” this four piece band for me is like 
an embodiment of three known groups: Solitude Aeturnus, Candlemass, 
and Paradise Lost. With its interesting mixture of doom/gothic and peculiar 
vocals of Mariana Holmberg, Left Hand Solution have found their niche in 
the world of he 

You were formed in 1992. How many 
original members are left in the band 
to this date? 
The best thing is to take it all from the 
very beginning. Tn 1992, three guys 
started  band and named it Left Hand 
Solution. They were Jocke Mardstam 
(guitar), Jorgen Fahlberg (vocals and 
bass) and Lilan Liljekvist (drums). After 
a while, Jorgen realised that he wanted 
to concentrate on the vocals in the band. 
Peter Selin entered to handle the bass. 
With this line-up, they continued for 
about a year. But then, in 1993, Jorgen 
left the band. They started fo scarch for 
a new singer and came up with the idea 
to try a female. They found Kicki 
Hoijertz and right after her I replaced 
Lilan. About two weeks after I had 
joined LHS, we entered the studio to 
record two songs for the compilation 
€D Metal North . In 1994, we released 
Shadowdance  with this line-up. But 

then Kicki moved to another town, 400 
kilometres from Sundsvall, to finish her 
studies. In carly 1995, Mariana 
Holmberg joined us to replace Kicki. In 
summer 96, we recorded our latest 
cffort, the CDFevered . So as you can 
sce, our past as a band s precey 
complicated. And to make it a bit more 
confusing, our guitarist Jocke Mardstam 
decided o quit some time ago. Recently 
we started to rehearse with a guy called 
Janne Wiklund. Well, I hope you get 
something out of this. 

Have you released any demos before 
putting those 2 songs on the 
compilation CD Metal North ? 
There was a demo called Dwell 
was released in 1992 with male vocals 
After the releasc of Metal North , we 
made the demo Falling  with Kid 
vocals in 1994 Tn 1995, we made a 
demo with Mariana called  The Wounds 
of Bitteress . The first demo Duwell is 
torally and utterly unavailable anywhere 
these days. There are still some copies 
left of Falling ($4)and The Wound. 
($5) if anyone is interested. Can be 
ordered from me or Massproduktion. 

which 

on 

Then you've got a deal with 
Massproduktion. Has the appearance 
of two your songs on the compilation 
nfluenced your contract with 

Massproduktion? For how many CDs 
do you have the deal? 

s all... [SV] 

L 
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We got some good response from our 
appearance o Metal North . Partly 
because of that, Massproduktion wanted 
o release a CD with us We have signed 
for one CD at a time only. 

Shadowdance  was released in 1994. 
Did it become a breakthrough for 
you? Did you play many gige Why it 
was only a mini-CD: for financial 
reasons or maybe you haven't got 
enough stuff for the fulllength? 
We made lots of gigs in our local district 
before Kicki left us With the Falling 
demo, we got good response from 
countries outside Sweden and with 
Shadowdance  we got even more 

Massproduktion was very small label at 
that time, o there wasn't enough moncy 
o finance a fulblength production for 
Left Hand Solution. And besides, we 
were the first metal release on their label, 
50 they wanted to see how the whole 
thing would work out. 

Three years have passed after the 
release” Shadowdance . Why did it 
take so much time to get the new 
album ready? 
At fist, we had to find a fitting replacer 
for Kicki When we found Mariana, we 
had o rehearse both old and new suff 
with her. There was only two years 
between the recordings of 
Shadowdance and Fevered , but in 

between we made a demo with Mariana. 

Has the coming of Mariana strongly 
changed the structure of the group 
and the musical orientation? 
No, I don' think s0. We had been 
heading for this kind of sound for quite 
some time. But maybe Mariana's voice 
made us to get to where we wanted 

Your CD Fevered was produced by 
well-known producer ‘Thomas 
Hedgvist. Did he influence the 
recording, ie, did he say 1 think 
you should play it here this way and 
50 on? Or were decisions made solely 
by you 
Well, sometimes he said so. But if we 
didn' like what he was relling, we didn't 
do it that way. Mast things worked out 
pretey well with him. We had some 
differences on a few points from time to, 
time, but what the hell- 

d 

vy and dark music. The best evidence of it is their last CD 
Erik Barthold rev 

Interview by Audrius Ozalas' 

For me, Fevered is kind of 
conceptual album (musically, not 
lyrically). Do you agree? Did you 
want to create one flowing 
atmosphere? Only the last song jumps 
out from the context, I think it wasn't 
necessary to put it on the album.. 
We wanted a certain kind of atmosphere 
on the album. There might be some 
similarities in sound between the songs, 
but together with each owns lyric [ 
think all songs speak for themselves. The 
last song  Scarred  was a slower one in 
the beginning, but in the end it turned 
out chis way. Our bass player really 
freaks out on some aggressive punk/ 
hardcore bands, and T think youl realise 
that with this song, 

Almost all the songs are created by 
you. Does it mean that other 
musicians usually don' take part in 
creating songe® What do Left Hand 
Solution create first: music or words 

Yes, the songs on Fevered were mainly 
written by me. The rest of the band 
didn't take part in the songwriting 
process on these songs. Once I had 
finished them, we played them like they 
were. This doesn't necessrily mean that 
T will write everything mysef in the 
Future. After Mariana oined us it jusc 
happened that T wrote more songs that 
the rest of the members. From time to 
time, the lyrics comes first but usually T 

make the music first, and I know Peter 

does it that way too. 

Now you are distributed by Nuclear 
Blast. What kind of deal is it 
For now, we have a licensee deal with 
them. Tell probably be like that when we 
want to releasc our next album as well, 

Doom metal with female vocals is 
getting extremely popular nowadays. 
Which band, in your opinion, has 
started this femalesang doom metal? 
What do you think about The 
Gathering, has female singer helped 
them? 
T don't know. T haven' been liste 
this kind of doom metal very mucl 
just been writing songs that maybe can 
be placed under the genre. I don't know 
how The Gathering was, when someone 
told me we sounded a bit like them. My 
inspiration docsn't come from the sme 
music style as the one we play. There arc 

d Solution 
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lots of great bands with female vocals 
that don't play doom. 

Do you try to have as many 
underground contacts as you can? Do 
you do lots of promotion by 
yourselves or just leave it to 
Massproduktion and Nuclear Blast? 
Since we got the deal with Nuclear 
Blast, they've been doing most of the 
promotion. But we still have many 
underground contacts in the band. 
Masproduktion is also doing a great ob 
in this scene. 

Sweden is known for its alcohol and 
taxes politics. What is your opinion 
about it - is it hard to get drunk in 
Sweden? Do you have other jobs 
besides music? 
Tts not that hard to get drunk, but 
expensive. Especially in the pubs. So this 
means that when I'm broke and have a 
hangover, T study music at a music 
school 

Bands, books, movies which influence 
you most? Could you say that all 
people in the band are interested in 
mostly the same things? 
T listen to many different kinds of music 
Some of my favourite bands are Nick 
Cave and the Bad Seeds, Tool, Crancs, 
The Doors, and Sisters of Mercy. But 
right now I listen much to jizz. 
Favourite books are ones by Will 
Burroughs, Fjodor Dostojevskij 
Beckett,and  The Nausea by Jean Pa 
Sartre, and loads more. We all have 
different tastes for music in the band. 
Some shit herc and there ties us 
together. Peter listens, as 1 mentioned 
carlier, more to faster stuff. He likes Type 
O Negative a lot. Our new guitarist 
Janne listens to most metal stuff 
Mariana likes Nick Cave and other cool 
stuff. 

Something for the end? 
Thanks for aking time t read the 
interview. Elvis is the king! 

[Left Hand Solution, c/o Erik Barthold, 
Uppsalav. 9, 857 31 Sundsvall, Sweden] 



album length)? This EP lasts only for 8 
minutes... | understand it's cyberspeed 
but... What regards the image (once 
again). it may look offensive but, as The 
Kat argued in one of her inferviews, “who 
is worse: me o drugged-out Kurt Cobain 
suicidal influence?”. Be sure o check out 
the Great Kot CD-Rom “Digital 
Beethoven On Speed” which is 
something realy interesfing... (GS) 
Thomas Pubic Relations. 775 Park Ave., Suite 
#222. Hunfinglon, NY 11743, USA] 
Greatkatagreatkat.com] [hiip:/ 
v greakat.com] 

GRYN 
16 Stitches € 
Heavy Eleven 
A 5-track EP. following the band's debut 
album “Capital Punishment”. Alin all it's 
hard to label Gryn's style since they have 
many influences. The biggest of them is 
Pantera. But “Sell-Hate" s done in o 
manner of Smashing Pumpkins, musicians 
have their own sound and do nof blindly. 
follow the hardcore fashion. (AO) 
[Heovy Bleven Productions. PO Box 574, Hays, 
Xansos 67601, USA| 

GWAR 
Carnival Of Chaos 
Mefal Blade 
The new GWAR release basically doesn't 
differ from the last one. The same image 
‘and musical cocklail made from punk/ 
hardcore/metal/avantgarde. Any 
innovations are absent. but such band 
like GWAR doesn't worry about that. With 
humor and light-heartedness, they 
construct simple songs and (in this way) 
keep the listeners in fhe mood. Al ight. 
(sv) 

2 

HARUM 
The Creation 
Self-released 
It has not much fo do with the thrash 
metal revival, since this Portuguese band 
have been playing thrash from 1989, 
and. for more, “Creation” was released 
at the end of 1995 when there was no 
any falk about the refurn of thrash metal 
The album delivers o decently played 
Gut low-creativity music according 10 il 
the standards. If's rough. mainly mid- 
tempo, and dull. (GS) 
[Horum, Urbonizocao Monfinko, Rua 4n 2/c D, 
2000 Foro. Porfugal] 

INCANTATION 
The Forsaken Mourning Of Angelic 
Anguish EP 
Repulse 
Many have probably forgot what a ferm 
‘death/grind’ does mean. American 
Incantation are here fo refresh your 
memory and blast a condensed 20- 
minufe mayhem of growling-vocals, 
downtuned-guitars, and grinding drums, 
They believe in it but they still do the very 
same thing they were doing 5 years ago. 
Anyway, if you think that Cannibal 
Corpse and Suffocation kick ass, this EP 
willfit 1o your toste. (GS) 
incantation. PO Box 407311 Cleveland. OH 

44109, USA] lIngésaaoicom] 

INTESTINE BAALISM 
An Anatomy Of The Beast 
Repulse 
The debut album of a death metal band 
from... Japan. Maybe their origin is the 
most interesting factor. since their music is 
brutal, traditional death metal without 
any surprises. Repulse stil release mainly 
those bands which fitinto this category 
(well, there are some exceptions). The 
next record for a real deathster. (AO) 
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JAWW 
Southbound 
Traibol 
If seems o me that fhe biggest part of 
the Canadian groups that come out 
lately play Pantera/Biohazard stuff. Jaww | 
find themselves in more rappish 
Biohazard oriented NY-hardcore 
Southbound” is their debut CD that 

f LACRIMOSA 
Stille 
Hall of Sermon 

j fr 

f triumph to fall. Eac 

demonstrate nothing totally new (what 
new things can be found in this style?). 
it's on aggressive music with lyrics about 
pain and personaiity. The result is good 
for a hardcore fan. (AQ) 
i, /o Doug MeLary. 1576 Quesn SLW. 
Toronto, Ont.. MéR 1A6, Canada] 

LEFT HAND SOLUTION 
Fevered 
Nuclear Blast 
The fist fulllength album of this 
Sweden's band shows gothic: 
doom o s best being 
depressive. sod, and 

314 melangholic. The fimbre of 

Mariana Holmberg is original and 
‘S‘I‘:f‘z‘:“w‘ her voice is really strong, 
oo/ AT what singles out Left Hand 

Solufion from all the other 
bands of similar clan. Al the 
album is musically conceptual, 
onlytheast frack “scamed” falls 
out of this dramatic one 
monolith: Left Hand Solution 
hovehitreached the level of The 
Gathering Yet:but the beginning 
issuiely done. (AO) 
e 

The German Crossroads abel does not 
ook affer ‘any’ bands. Professionalism 
and falent are the condifions for a 
cooperation. After Iron Age, we deal 
with another German band called 
Komoahawk that devoted tself o metal/ 
hardcore/punk. As the CD has a good, 
clean sound, the songs come over 
dynamically and powerful. The band has 
aiready supporfed Sacred Reich and 
Skrew on their European four. We know 
that the most hardcore bands live are 
better by far than on their records. Good! 
(sv) 
[Crossroads, Hotimushiensiasse 8486, 22041 
Hombug, Germany] 
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MASTER DAMNED 
So Blind 
Manrakech 
Varied thrash/hardcore from 
Italy. Unfortunately, the aibum 
suffers from a bad sound quality, 
espeially the guitars could have 
been produced better. 
Infefested persons - who are info. 

h 

LACRIMAS PROFUNDERE 
La Naissance D'Un Reve 
Witchhunt 
If it was the year 1993, 1'd give 5 points fo 
this aloum without a fhinking. Then gothic 
death mefal wasn't a big rend contrary 
1o our days. In their second album, 
Lacrimas Profundere piay @ nostalgic. 
melancholic, and very sad romantic- 
doom-gothic with growiing vocals. 
Yes, they keep fo the standards put up 
by My Dying Bride and Anathema: 
Laciimas Profundere use  flte, a vioin, 
female vocals, keyboards, ie., ol the 
compulsory elements of so called trendy 
Goom metal. The only fhing that gets me 
nervous s the growling voice but we 
have fo acknowledge thaf now many 
doom metal bands have clean-voice 
singers. In spite o that doom is 
ouiplayed, fhe band play really 
professionally and are one the betrer 
ones inside the frame of this style. (AO) 
334 

MHOKBCIMUSIE, ViAo 11241100 
Modena. i 

MEGADE'N 

Contel 
Ang Dove. Mmmlne & Co. stike 
back Going downhil n relafion 
o “Countdown o Extinctio 
and fhe briliont “Youthanasia 
olbums, s release could be 
considered & Brvapparent fry of 
ofering soflg)n'ng Unusually 
fresh for an esfalbikhed bond os 
Megadeth is. Well, e feretis 
several of these 12 fracks lack 
aimost fotally of orginfy and 
infesit.or my personl faste. 
ko fnes somelimes oven 

uid make one remind of Foo 
Fighter oFotheractsin 
ihat siyle. Keeping in mind their 

| status in the scene, they sure can 

mainstream ambients, and it could be 
even a respectable choice from the 
musician's point of view. But, as  mere 
consumer, | wouldn't recommend this 

sifing 
time affer th 

Theli 
y.itisn'tin the s 

field, both bands pe 
ed to combine metal, 

a guitarist of Marty Friedman's talent 
fiing monochord and prefly fasteless. 

opinion, really average album. Tracks 
with some magic are “A Secret Place” 
(oriental fouch), “Trust" 
“Symphony of Destruction"), and the 
solid “She-Wolt”. Being involved 
Megadeth thisis one worth checking ol 
if you've got the cash | suppose, but 
there are definitely more important 
albums fo buy at the moment. (GM) 

L h1p://tanasylum.com/megadetn) 
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go further than Theri 
is done in an orche 
manner with m 

m strain to 

NIGHT IN GALES 
Towards The Twilight 
Nuclear Blast 
I doubt if it is even possible to mention 
this album without adding fhe words 
Gothenburg' or *Dark Tranqullity' o it 

For those, who look further than o 
traditional Gothenburg-style melodic, 

ent story and you 
rstand 1t 

ung in 
peaks forifs 

ted with 

ongs s a dif 
en don't hav fo und 

1) - mus 
(6 songs are 

rmc 

In Gales album may be o 
disappointment because it s not a big 
step forward in comparison with their 
debut EP "Sylphike". "Towards The 

| Twiight”, however, present the 
put rock anc 

d with philo: 
The best piec 

Lacrimosa tc 

not confidently performed that 
many fimes before. This album is just 
fime. f i wos released a year later, 
probably would be hardly folerated. 

| (Gs) 
33/ 

allow hemselves this sort of incursions in 

album unless one's not worried of seeing 

hard rockish riffs on the 90% of this, in my 

(catchy tune ala 

extreme, and fast death mefal, this Night 

accomplished standards that were 

DIMMU BORGIR 
Enthrone Darkness Triumphant 
Nuclear Blast 
Dimmu Borgir should be one of the first 
choices for people who are affaid of 
black metal but want fo know it closer. 
That daes:not mean, of course, that 

not appeal fo frue 
blackmetal fans. Their last year's 
melancholic and'sed “Stormblast” 
album was very-well apprecioted and 

is a bit more lively [1j'Gnd 
powerful. Keyboards being the leading 
force, Dimmu Borgir's music is even 
more accessible thari oggressive 
Gothenburg metal, yet vocals are harsh 
and uncompromise. Dimmu Borgir, 
however, are the masters of 
extreme harmony. The album 
contains 11 metal symphonies hailing 
the dark and the majesty and it is highly 
recommended for obscure extreme 
metal fans and all others who are in 
sympathywith them. Perhaps we will be 
forced fo invent a label ‘pop black 
metal in the near future. Everything 
leads towards thot... (GS) 
4172 

ODDMONGERS 
Qualms... /"Lilegiver"sDreams” MCD 
Furia Records/Media 7 
French Oddmongers refresh the 
stagnated thrash metal scene. Their 
second aloum is quite different from 
usual cliches. There are pleasant non 
metal parts here and there: the vocalist 
sings in @ wide range (no monofonous 
rough vocaisl): the songs are diverse: 
some stick close fo hardcore 
(*Dreamtime") while others are more 
melodic (“Spark Of A Dying 

nscience"). Allin all i's one of the 
exceptions when you get perceplibly 
more than an average piece of thrash 
mefal, 
Two new fracks, having more clean 
vocals, go further in bulding the own 
face of Oddmongers. Oddmongers 
make a similar thing for fhrash metal o 
Life Of Agony have done with hardcore 
in their “River Runs Red" aloum. (GS) 
(Ocmongers. c/o loel Grevost 4 rue de e, 
38000 Grenote, Fance| 
4 
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OPHTHLAMIA 
To Blishia 
Necropolis 
Even for die-hard fans of Ophthiamia, this 
CDis not so interesting and, for me, it is 
simply a shitty one. To Elishia” is a 
collection of the old demo material, rare 
rehearsal racks, and the like; all fhis stuff 
is of such bad quality that you begin fo 
think of the bands that are sfll worse 
than Ophthlami... and you can't find 
many. If you are in the scene for 7 years 
and then release such a shif, it seems 
that the wish was fo earn money by fhe 
name because such music is not worth 
for a demo nowadays. Well... unless you 
are o black metal fan who ikes bad- 

(A0) sound-bad-quality’ black. 



EXtI‘BIIIE 

gothicmetal 
Industrisimetal 
gotherburgmetal 

PAGAN LORN 

Pagan Lom have got some innovative: 
ideas and deiver a sightly-experimental 
atmespheric ceath mefal. They have & 
ful-fime keyboard piayer and he puts 
some welrd parts in each song. In result, 
their death metal is enviched by 
everything what i dark, beginning from 
Twin Peaks and ending with Type O 
Negative. Basically. s OK but 
occasonally a bit amateurish. Probably 
the frst extreme metal band from 
Luxembourg? (GS) 
[200M. Jang linster Productions. 17 rve de 
Luxembourg, 15752 Fisange. Lnembourg] 
[Pagan Lorm. c/o Jos Kips. 26 ue de ka monfee. 
L:332) Berchem. Lusembourg] 
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PAIN 
Pain 
Nuclear Blast 
And now, for something complefely 
different. 
soloalbums a punch of 
industial mefal. Pefer masters 
he techniques of computer- 
based mefal well encugh and 
creates convincing fracks 
where energy outbursts 
clash with apocalyptic 
vision. Perhaps the vocals 
could have been sironger. 
(GS) 
4 

PROBOSCIS 
Stalemate 
Diehard 
That's what | col ofiginal 
hardcore. Proboscls play so- 
Caled free-style" hardcore/ 
melal. taking all possble ways 
o 1o play Bohazard, 
Meshuggah, Panfera 
Geveloped siyie. 1 am happy 
o her funk.jazz and other 
Influences. The result is a heavy 
and agoresive musc which s 
nterestng and crozy. Staight. | 
hardcore fans won't like this | 
record but this is not for them. | 

A0) | 
[Proboscis, c/o Magnus Lijedahl, St Coovoret V5571871281 Socknaim. o [ 
33/4 ; 

SARTINAS 
Sainas EP | 
Shadows of Michelangelo 
A 4s0ng demo CD of the | 
group from Sweden. Andwe | 
all know what 1o expect, fight? 
Melodic death metal in the 
veins of In Flames Is @ fashion 
and Sarfings follow It The: 
band plays standartically, the. 
hythm section sn't very 
strong, but the final view i 
standable. Anyway. nothing 
new, another group that 
belongs 10 "ol bad, no very 
good" category. (AO) 
[Shadows Of Michelangelo 
Produetions. .0 Box 12787. 
Gainesvile, Florda 32604, USA] 
3 
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SATURNUS 
Paradise Belongs To You 
Euphonious 
First of all, | must say @ couple of words. 
about the layout of this disc cover: it's 
the best example how a CD should look 
like. The pictures by acknowledged 
photographer Peter Brandes give: 
surrealistic and untouchabie feeling 
leading you fo the music. The music, most 
of all, reminds of My Dying Bride “Turn 

Loose The Swans". Other bands to be- 
compared with are Death In June and 
Cument 93. “Paradise Belongs To You" isa 

debut CD and surprises by ifs 

professionaily. Even if there is an 
obvious influence of My Dying 
Bride, fhis is one of the best ways 
how this band must be followed. All 
these melancholic, sad, depressive 
gothic/doom songs begin and end with 

birds singing, so it is kind of a concept 
which displays the album as one whole 
creation. Music for sad hearts. (AO) 
1 

SATYRICON 
Megiddo EP 
Nuclear Blast 
This EP shocked me when | lstened fo it 
for the first fime, fo say at least. 4 songs 
present so many musical feelings that 
you can only say that Satyricon, after 
their 6 years of playing. are among 
leaders of the genre. Prepare for the 
unique opener “The Dawn of G New 
Age". where the musical form changes 
from noise/indlustial fo pure gothic, 
biack, and hell knows what. The absolute 
highight s fhe afmospheric black mefal 
frack "Night of Divine Power”. The cover 
of Motarhead's “Orgasmatron” i a 
surprise. | have no more quesfions. Lef's 
wait for the forthcoming fulllength 
album. (A0) 
44 

Pefer Taagtgren's (Hypocrisy] 

LAKE OF TEARS 
Crimson Cosmos 
Black Mark 
Since the very beginning, fhese 
Swedes have not been hiding their 
credo, which is that the secret of 
success lies in simplicity and 
melody. In “Crimson Cosmos”, their 
d album, the band pushes their 

even further fo rock. They have 
got rid of all that influences (their 
debut album was compared fo 
Tiamat's “Clouds”, fheir second album 
1o fhe recent Paradise Lost) and 
refined the new concept of “pop 
metal", which i, of course, far away, 
of what Poison and Bon Jovi have 
been up fo. And, yes, | want fo listen 
1o the fracks like “Boogie Booble”, 

osmic Weed", "Devil's Dinner", and 
ady Rosenred” fogether with all that 

Brifish pop the radio plays in the group. 
room E2-105 at Aalborg university! 
(GS) 
4174 

SEPIC FLESH 
Ophidian Wheel 
Holy 
The most aimospheric relecse of these 
wariors from Greece. Clear voices in 
places change fhe growiing ones, 
female vocals added, catchy melodies, 
keyboards... are these guys a gothic/ 
doom band nowd The brutality comes up 
in some piaces, but the feeling of 
Paradise Lost s evident, foo. Allin al. its 
the disc of changes: opera replaces 
death metal, gothic rock - atmospheric 
metal. Maybe the most interesting 
album of Sepfic Flesh. (A0} 

| INTHE WOODS. 
Omnio 
Misanthropy 

standard black with a good production, 
. Castle" is the best companion for 

dark-nights-sessions. (AO) 
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THERION 
A'Arab Zaraq Lucid Dreaming 
Nuclear Blast 
Ten years of Therion, and for this reason 
Christofer Johnsson and Co. have 
released an unordinary album. Musically. 
it reminds of the billant “Thel” but all the 
concapt has changed. first of all, there 
are 7 tracks that form a soundirack for 
the Swedish arf movie “The Goiden 
Embrace” and they all are symphonic/ 
classical music, e.. far from mefal. Also, 

“Omnio" is aproof that the most excellent musicians do not 
necessarily create the most excellent aloums. in The Woods. 
put emotions before the performance and this serves only for 
good io™s flowing sad beauty resembles o The 
Gamerhg, just here we have both male and female singers. 
Epic song stuciures biing fo mind Opeth. Those, who have 
heard In The Woods...! debut album “HEart Of The Ages”, 
should be wamed that there are no black metal fype vocals 
anymore. In The Woods... of foday perfectly comesponds. 
the description ‘atmospheric metal'. “Omnio" is a 
grandiose ond sincere album. And deep. I sfill have fo fisten 
more toit fo discover all the maiesty. (GS) 
41/4 

SIX FEET UNDER 
we 
Metal Biade 
In the second fulllength, Six Feet Under 
deliver rocking death mefal. Chrs 
Bames' vocals are olmost 
comprehensive, most of the songs are 
‘mid-fempo and heavy. everything else is 
at a good level. 100. But some passion is 
missing, and, as for as extreme mefal is 
concerned, Dismember, Enfombed, 
Slayer, Strapping Young Lad, Konkhra al 
doa bit better. (GS) 
31 

SONIC TERRA 

Swedish underground band's attempt of 
heavy indusirial. Distorled guitars and 
voice, all that machinery fhing. In my 
eyes, they are not inferior fo ol those: 
smilar bands that receive airplay. The 
only matferis whether you fike this style, 
‘and how much of novelties do you 
require. (GS) 
[Sonic Teo, . Sigurdkon, leninge 436, 26035 
Odakra, Sweden] 
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SPAPS 
Ufe Lost In Living EP 
Self-released 
‘A new Swedish band gives @ 4-song 
portion of competently-performed fhrash 
mefal. A reference point can be Sacred 
Reich, crca year 1990. Spaps have @ 
potential bul, as newcomers, fhey have. 
folmpress from the fist iten fo catch an 
attention. This ks not exactly what they 
do. Nevertheless, repeating what | sald, 
they are competent. To get higher. a 

Necropolis 
Tartaros fise from Norway. If you foresee 
another Emperor-clan follower, you are 
fight... Charmand Grimioch, the head of 
Tarlaros, even contributed 10 Emperor for 
the live appearances. This 4 fracks EP 
gives us symphonic-aimospherc mefal with 
good keyboars. They are no the most 
original and the most impressive band o 
come out from Noway and, maybe. the. 
Iatest Emperor s 100% better than this EP. 
but for the blackers who are offer all this 

there are some covers like “Chiiren Of 
The Damned" (iron Maiden), “Here 
Comes The Tears" (Judas Priest), “Fly On 
The Rainbow” (Scorpions). and “Under 
Jolly Roger" (Running Wid) and they 
don't it much fo the atmosphere of the 
whole album... Anyway, you must 
remember that it is not a reguiar 
Thetion album. instead we have 
efforts to represent Therion i some ofher 
way and therefore you are forced 1o 
switch from one style (mood) to another. 
it wasn't ke this on “Tneil” Anyway. 
Therion are sfl ot the fop. If there was no 
“Thell", | wouldn't be so captious, but 
now | can say that *A *Arab...” 5. good 
albumn. Perhaps not so strong musically 
and conceptually as “Their. (A0) 
4 

Gothic metal with female vocals isn't any 
sensation or qually sign fodoy. I's 
©obvious that not every fan of this music: 
expects from a band only a crystal-clear 
female voice and dark. romanfic musc. 
Transcendence offer us nofhing bul fhis, 
adding some elements of thrash. The 
final result s an average produc! wih an 
average sound. Enough said. (SV) 
Tromscendence. c/o Pl Covpal. 3 ch. des 
o Yoo, . Efoche. GC. 177 35, Conadol 
3 

UNLORD 
Schwarzwald 
Displeased 
North Europe and brutal devilsh block 
metal go hand in hand. *Schwarwaid” is 
@ very aggressive, fast, and decently- 
played plece of exireme mefal. That's . 

USURPER 
Threshold Of The Usurper EP 
Necropolis 
This s really siraightforward. Inspired by 
the old dark bands such s Cellic Frost 
and Bathory, Usurper confinues fo sow 
the demon seed of evil mefal. Some call 
it primitive but many ofhers praise their 
harshness and extremity. However, you 
can easly see that Usurper fake if 
deeply and seriously unike some 
‘black metal’ bands do. (GS) 
312



V/A 
A Black Mark Tribute 
Black Mark 
Black Mark have released an 
album where aimost all known 
Black Mork bands have made 
their Covers of welkknown pop- 
rock-mefckjungle songs of 
Prodigy, The Beaties, Sex Pistols, 
Autopsy. The Police, Nazareth, 
Savatage, efc. This ibute album 
has proved once more that even 
playing a cover of a shitty song 
you can get a highlight. This 
happened, when Corporal 
Punishment ook the song of Pet 
Shop Boys “I's A Sin”. [Hey. you 
are caling “i's A Sin” a shifty song 
when performed by Pet Shop 
Boys?li - G5 The result i driving 
and powerful gothic metal. Next 
o Bathory's performed “Ace of 
Spades”, it's the best frack on the 
CD. Also, we con mention 
Morgana Lefay with non- 
raditionally pioyed Kiss' “Parasite”. 
1 can conclude saying that this's 
one of the best frioute albums of 
his year, due foifs colomess and 
wish not 1o be bounded by one 
style. (AO] 

VA 
Awakening: Females In Exireme 
Music 
Dwell 
Somehow many understand fhat 
ihis complation stafes that there s 
a difference between exreme 
music made by males and by 
females. But who has said that it is 
50 There are no such statements 
on CD cover whatsosver. In fact, 
‘Awakening” just features extreme. 
bands with female members, 
period. The idea of making such 
record can be considered as not 
abetter one than that of making 
‘a compiation of bands which, say, 
consis of 3 members. However, 
“Awakening” is sfl not worse than 
any compllation of arfists of some 
label. Yes, perhops they [Dwell 
Records] could amange a better 
line-up, L., pick up the bands 
‘where females are main 
composers of the music. In 
“Awakening”, probably the best 
rack s performed by Gehenna 
where, ronically, the female 
keyboord player plays the least 
important role. In general, it a 
compilation of rough black metal 
and rough death metal. Sadly, but 
new names (Thor's Hammer, 
Noothgrush, November Grief) look 
very pale musically. On the 
posiive side, there are known- 
good bands ike the. 
aforementioned Gehenna. 
Deathwitch, and Witches. (GS) 

V/A 
Beauty In Darkness Vol2 
Nuclear Blast 
Oh. gothic metal again? Cool. 
Everave, Therion, Dimmu Borgr 
(authors of the fist black metal 
ballad ever?), Theatre Of Tragedy, 
In Flames, Sentenced, My Dying 
Bride. .. All known, all good. A 17- 
song complation of foday's 
prominent exireme romanfics. 
(G8) 
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and this is a big i h 
HEMLOCK know how tc han 
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HEMLOCK 
Interview by Sigitas Veéiyvis 

Canada’s scene has always been a 
riddle for me. I don't know many 
bands from Canada, bur this low 
quanticy is transformed into high 
quality (Rush, Voivod, The Tea 
Party). What do you think about it 

* Canada has always been a smaller market 
in y but the actists Ll 

ent. i not sure, i we foel we have 10, the front cover t 
‘more 5o than other e 

‘we certainly put a lot of 
what we do. 

- What about the cover of this CD? Is 
* this a simple picture or has ita decper 

i 1 08 * 

within th 
ke 10 vocalist 

| littke o 

scenery and symbolic 
A R e 
other than 11 

cultures. 

anything that dan 

 foriula can cl 
ive. Hving a 

g confident itk 
and in new and 

and 1 
2 o/ move for 

: direetions 

Is it difficult to perform your music 
on stage 
one instrument on 

| the CD. 

um with ver 
v dubs and 

Exordium 
that weren't already 
inthe 
Therefore, 
would conta 

songs. 

on the album 

1f you should h 
do a video-clip for any 
should it look like? 
We started a video a few years back but 
never completed it. The song was a 15 
minute instrumental and the video was 

We ne 
i 

combination of five footy 

thatthe video 
You said that all members of 

without him? Sometimes those bands 

V/A 
Death...Is Just The Beginning IV 
Nuclear Blast 
A double CD of Nuclear Blast presents a 
big part of underground (occasionally 
overground) eiite. This fime, the first disc: 
displays more atmospheric, melodic, and 
'gothic bands such as Amorphis, In Flomes, 
Crematory, Dreadful Shadows, Evereve, 
Left Hand Solution, efc. The second part 
consisfs of more brutal performers, namely 
death metal and black metal, and the 

e i e footurec boncs aro uiaiy. Katodyim, 
Monstrosity, Dimmw Borgi Satyricon. 
Dissection. Hypocrisy. efc. Personally | iked 
the fist dlsc more. Concluding, | can say 
that this complation is fhe best bible of 
modern metal, and if you want 1o look for 
new bands. you may find fhem here. (AO) 

Some of you play more than 

o e 

V/A 
“Israheller” 
Heller 
Finally, | can hod in my hands @ 
‘compilation with groups from Israel, 
Thers isn't so much information about 
the underground scene in this lond, but 
the Israeli scene is growing rapidly. 5o, 
this perfectly done CD can become a 
very good infroduction fo the music of 
I5gel. 13 songs on this album present 

both wel-tnown and deep- 
underground band. Here, we have 
famous Salem, Orphaned Land, 
‘growing groups ke Befrayer or 
Mercenary, and absolulely unknown 
nomes, Styisficaly. it changes from 
‘doom fo black and hardcore, 5o, of 
the end of the album. you can have 
a fotal view of fhe scene. (AO) 
[Heller Productions. 200115 Amiim Uppar 
Galie. rasi 

VITAMIN F 
Nobody Cares EP 
Self-released 
It's not easly cigesfible what Vitamin F 
present on this EP. The first frack 
Troubled In Spiit” 1akes affer Prong 

Cormosion Of Conformity, and old 
Soundgarden. Dismal, sightly 
psychedelic metal that somefimes can 
be delightful. Don't forget foread the. 

B 1yrics. they are really good. | think we 
will hear about fhis band soon. (SV) 
[Vilamin F. PO Box B873. New Fafieid, CT 06812 
USA] [Miomin@aotcom] 
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WHIPLASH 
Sit, Stand, Kneel, Prey 
Massacre 

Perfect symbiosis from Megadeth 
* | and Comosion Of Conformily. The 

new CD by this thrash legend of the 80's 

will convince those who love such 
albums like “Countdown To Exfinction" 
or “Deliverance". Waren Conditiis o big 
improvement for the band, his 
expressive voice and songwiting 
feamwark with Tony Porfaro make fhe 
longplayer a real treat. “Hifist”, * Jane 
Doe", and the fifle frack are thvee 
highiights of this reccrd. Outstanding. 

WITHERING SURFACE 
Scarlet Silhouettes 
Euphonious 
Together with Satumus, Withering 
Surface are one of a few Danish bands 
hat break stereotypes how a Danish 
heavy band should sound like. Indeed. 
instead of hardcore/death meta, here 
we get aimospheric and romanic 
music. Withering Surface contain a sight 
dose of erofics in their lyrics and image. 

and this i one of ther merits defintely 
since musically they are not much 
beter fhan the majority. *Scariet 
Silhovettes” i a bit less aggressive than 
a typical Gothenburg death metal 
album but still fast, melodic, and with 

sharply screaming vocals. Perhaps 
heavy-mefal influences are 
clearer thanin other albums of 
similar kind, and this gives more 
diversity 10 Withering Surface. 
(Applouses). (GS) 
33/4 

WITHIN TEMPTATION 
Enter 
DSFA 
Romanic doom metal s nof a fergofien 
genve foday. Within Temptafion nof only 
pleasantly recall the days when 
the bands like Theatre Of Tragedly 
have starled, but look fresh in 
1997. They are ol strictly dedicated fo 
doom mefal (which i the dominaling 
component of thei music] and also 
incorporate elements of gothic and 
darkwave. The female snger, who 
performs fhe majorly of vocal parts, has 

a very nice voice, similar fo the curent 
The Gathering singer. (GS) 
4 



Many of you might already know Spiral Architect, the progres- 
sive technical metal band from Norway. When | was in Oslo, | 
could not miss the opportunity to visit them at their rehearsal 
place. There was quite a lot what to ask, because the band is 
kind of conspired. 

The members of Spiral Architect have been active in Norwegian 
metal scene for quite a long time. If you are really interested, 
you may apply to the contributor Erik Sontum, who, probably, 
will provide you with some relevant details about that, 
including the style of Anesthesia, the former band of some 
current Spiral Architect members. 

Spiral Architect from the very beginning (1993, the year when 
they started rehearsing) were strongly focused on the technical 
side of the music ignoring the trends of ‘easy-listenable” 
progressive metal back in 1993 - 1995. And actually it may be a 
key to success, because this year shows that the technical metal 
is back and growing. Itis enough o look at the latest Fates 
Warning album. 

PIRAL ARCHITECT 
the fime bomb from Norway 
Interview by Giedrius Slivinskas 

In 1995, Spiral Architect released two songs from “A Gathering...” compilation CD (of 8 Norwegian progressive 
metal bands) as a demo. The demo looks very strong and it is very surprising that the band doesn't have an 
album out yet. 

What is (was?) characteristic to Spiral Architect is that they slowly write new songs. O, at least, they don't play 
their new songs to the public. Up till now, the only possible thing to access is those two songs from “A Gather- 
ing...". According to the Scream magazine, they also recorded two other songs at the end of 1996, but since the 
band members are almost silent about that, it means they were not 100% satisfied with the result. They really 
can be called perfectionists. When you ask the musicians why does it take so long to compose songs, they say 
that one of the reasons is that they found a vocalist only at the end of 1996. Their new (and the first) singer 
Oeyvind Haegeland is known for his work with Manitou, another Norwegian progressive metal band, which 
released theif debut dlbum “Entrance?; in. 1995 and.then split-up. Those two songs.from *A Gathering” were 
recorded with a session singer... Well, jes... let's see how did the interview turn out... 

interview itself, the beginning. 
e R T B 
‘How was your concert in 
Kristiandsand? 
“Great, we've got good reviews. People 
told that it was good. They were drunk 
anyway...” 

‘How many songs did you play? 
“Nine.” 

You have nine songs?!2! 
“Well, we played some covers like Fates 
Warning “Anarchy Divine”, Watchtower 

Dream Theater 
We also played one 

old Manitou song. It was actually our 
first concert.” 

What other bands did play? What are 
they like? 
“Clairvoya and Poetry Of Drcams. 
Chirvoya is more like Savatage, old 
Fates Warning, very concept/fairy 

So, not counting the two songs from 
“A Gathering...” it seems that you 
have three new ones... 
“Yes, but we have a couple of new songs 
as well, which aren’t completely finished 
yer” 

When do you hope to record the new 
album? 
“Hopefully autumn. Perhaps we will 

cord some songs in a couple of 

months. At least for our own sake. If 
they sound good, maybe we will release 
another demo.” 

Do you want to record some songs for 
promotion again, instead of doing the 
‘whole album? 
“Yeah, we rather release a demo and wait 
for some good offers. We want to fill the 
‘market with our music.” 

Was Manitou the first Norwegian 
progressive metal band to release a CD? 
Ocyvind looks confissed. However, others 
arc nodding, saying ‘yes’ 

Why did Manitou split-up? 
Ocyvind: “We lived in another town, the 
drummer lived in Oslo and he also played 
in another band. It was hard to rehearse. 1 
also think he gor tired of playing..” 

What's about the singer, who did vocals 
on those two songs from “A Gather- 
ing...”? Leif Knashaug... Is he doing 
anything now? 
“No. Actually, he is studying in Oslo, but 
e is more a session singer. Usually all his 
bands are rock 'roll. He 
he is not into our style. I was a 
because we had o cxplain him everything 
what o do.” 

[Favorite singers] Ocyvind: “John Arch. 
Ray Alder... [others: come on, FW haven't 
had more singers!]... Buddy Lackey. My 
first idol was Vince Neil.” oo’ key..| 

nothing to any magazine. Suddenly 
record companies get a tape of some 
band, whose name they hear for the first 
time. You have to go all the way through 
the underground, get exposure in 
‘magazines.” 

How many tapes have you sent? Have 
you got any bad reviews? 
“Around 80-90. We got only great 
reviews and there was one not bad, but 
an “OK review. But that magazine wrote 
shit about the albums thar had got good 
reviews anywhere else, and it praised the 
bands that no one likes. Anyway, you 
have to expect everything. There arc 
several new reviews, which we will put 
on our web page...” 

You don't update that page much... 
“We are working on a complete 
web page. He [the singer] has been vith 
us for about half a year and he is still not 
on our web page. It about time, ha. We 

What do you think about progressive 
metal? 
“I¢’s growing. Yet too many Dream 
‘Theater wannabes. Just ke black metal 
thing. Perhaps the record companies are 
guilty when they sign non-original 
bands. There are a lot of prog metal 
bands, that record companies do not 
dare to sign, because they are not 
commercial” 

Some names? 

“Spastic Ink, for instance. 
‘The instrumental band of 
Ron Jarzombek from 
Watchtower. They are really 
amazing. They had a hard 
time getting a record deal 
Two years of struggling. In 
the end, Dream Circle will 
release their album. We 
mailed around 50 tapes 
record companies and only 
got two replies. Others, who 
contacted us, read reviews or 
by other means heard about 
us. First, people have to hear 
the name. It was one of the 
main reasons that onl 
record companics replied. 
“The first thing we did was 
that we sent 50 tapes to 
record companies and 

were negotiating with record comparics. 
You know, you feel something is going 
to happen, you just wait and... suddenly 
the half of a year is passed. Negotiations 
with record labels take a long time. 
Waiting for replics and things like thar 
Now we are negotiating with 4-5 
companics...” 

How about those different kinds of 
prog metal? Watchtower and 
similar technical prog metal bands 
split-up in 1990 or so.. 
“Yes, but you are talking more 
about thrash scene. It was a time 
when thrash in general was fadi 
away. But there were technical metal 

bands like Cynic, Coroner.” 

You are going to a more complex 
side of progressive metal, right? 
“Yeah. Or maybe something in- 
between. We want to do a technical 
‘metal, but with melodies/ 
arrangements.” 

opinions about the great ones. 

Favorite albums of Fates Warning? 
“Awaken The Guardian”, “Perfect 
Symmeuy”, “No Exit”... We alllike 
similar bands, similar albums, similr 
songs, but we like different things cn



these songs o albums.” 

What's about the new Fates Warning album? Can you 
describe it? [The interview was made when Massacre 
Records were mailing promotional copies and the 
album was 0ot in the stores. The drummer Asgeir 
already had a copy, since he is one of the Scream 
‘magazine staff] 
“Guitars are more powerful, more distortion. Some parts 
are the most technical they ever done.” 

Dream Theater? 
“The first album is the best. “Awake” sucks. First, ifs 100 
long..” 

[good death metal] Death, Morbid Angel 
[g0od black metal] Satyricon, Dissection. 

“Everyonc asks us about black metal, but we do' really 

care. Black metal s the only thing people know from 
Norway. And also they know A-ha. Black metal bands have 

cool image, they look greatin the magazines. Perhaps we 
will also wear corpsepains... 

“We have, what if’s called, a common denominator. We all 

like good progressive metal bands and then cveryone likes 
different styles.” 

their songs 

Did you want to make the similar music in the 
beginning? 
“I think, we are always 5 years ahead of what we want 
© play. What we are playing today is what we wanted 
0 play back when we started. What we want to play 
now, we will play after § years. We ahvays struggle to 
get maximum and always want to play the things we 
can't play yet. When we manage to play it, we have to 
find something else we cannot play: That takes a lot of 
time. We have tapes with ideas, you know. I listened to 
them just a couple of days ago. There were really some 
‘great ideas, but we can’t use them, because itis § years 
w0 late.” 

So, when do you have a result like “Fountainhead™ 
song, for instance, are you satisfied with it? 
“It depends on whorm you ask in the band. At a time it 
was made, it was a great song.” 

‘Will you put it on CD then? 
“Yeah. We have to put it. But if you ask the same 
question about “P , no. It was made from really 
old things. It was made about a time when we tried to 
play like Crimson Glory, Quecnsryche. It is oo 
commercial... No, not too commercial, but it’s not us 
anymore. The problem was that we never had a singer, 
50 it took 2 long time to get the music ready: You have 
o make a song, and when in the end you make it, you 
don't know how it actually will turn out with vocals. 
‘When we got the singer, things worked really fast.” 

Should we wait for the album this year? 
“Maybe a demo. There won't be an album this year, 
perhaps in the early 1998. We will be recording the 
album this year.” 

You hope to have a complete set of songs soon, 
don’t you? 
“We are working on some new songs. We have all the 
ideas, just we have to arrange them and to rchearse: 
with vocals.” 

[Spiral Architect, Chr. Krohgsgt. 30, N-0186 Oslo, Norway] 
[asgeir.mickelson@myres.no] 
[hirp://wwewgi.nofSpiral] 

Self-released CDs often are notable for an 
average production and unripe songs. This does 
not suit the Canadian Noisefloor and their 
debut album “Negative Superman/Decade Of 
Anger...” that completely convinced me: 
gloomy, dark music which covers influences 
from Tool, Soundgarden to NIN and Black 
Sabbath. Besides, we have to do here with very 
interesting lyrics that spread an intelligent, 
nearly philosophic touch over the whole album. 
John Ball - Noisefloor’s main figure - who plays 
almost all instruments on this CD, agreed to 
answer some questions... 

The first question isn't very original but somebody 
must know your band’s history. How did everything 
start? 
The history is quite simple as ts not so much a band 
(although I do have a band in place). | played in a 
touring band called Michelin Slave and traveled all 
through the U.S. and Canada for about 7 years and 
recorded an album with them that got released but 
after a hard battle with an US. 
label we called it quits. | then 
opened a recording and mastering 
studio and a CD manufacturing 
service eventually, so | could 
record and release my music 
without any record company 
politics. Now we are so busy 
with other bands, | sometimes 
have to go elsewhere to 
record! | owe a lot of 

that to my producer/ 
enginer Darcy-Scott. 

What does the 
word Noisefloor 
mean to you? 
Noisefloor is a 
technical term 
which rates the 

In my review, | mentioned the influence of the 
Expressionism. Do you agree with it? Are you 
interested in art and its history? 
Yes, | love expressionism! And | agree with your 
mention of it. My father was an artist, so | was always 
involved with art and my wife and | travel as much as 
we can to take in art and history. 

“Negative Superman...” has many outstanding tracks 
but my favorite is “Red”. What can you say about 
this song? Will you use more exotic instruments in 
the future? 
“Red” is one of my favorites as well. I like to combine 
exotic sounds with industrial tones. On the new CD, | 
use the sitar again with piano and some strings. | hope 
you'll like that too. 

industrial music? There are some 
industrial elements on the CD and I think it’s great 
that they are not top priority. 
Iam influenced by industrial music a lot. | love the 
intensity but | also like feel and melody, | try to get 
away with the best of both worlds. 

Tell me something about the hidden bonus track. 
The hidden track was an old demo that Darcy and | fell 
upon by accident while we were mastering. It was a 
last-minute thing. It's about a dream | had about a 
Hell/purgatory place. Sort of strange, eh? 

You play almost all instruments on this CD. 
How will you perform the songs on stage? 
1 use a group of very close friends to play 

the music live, they are all seasoned 
and great guys. Steve Blundon, 

John Pacheco, Dan Bohemier, Mike 
Stoneman and, the guy who 
produced the last CD, Paul 
Lauzon. 

. Have you already had any 
‘offers from any labels? What 

press comments on 

Iewzlofh-l:kyuw‘dnokehlsudmorsnundsystzm 1 
also loved the vyt it my music. 

Although this is a self-produced CD, it has a very 
g00d sound. How much time and money have you 
fpeston recording the CD? Was it difficult to record 

o said earlier, | own my own studio so the costs are 
low except for engincer fees and tape costs but the time 
it takes s really long and stressful a times, but so i 
anything you care about. I'm currently inishing the new 
CD “Deaf God” and pretty exhausted. 

The atmosphere of the album is gloomy, just like the 
cover and lyrics. Were you annoyed or kind of 
despairing, as you wrote the songs? Is it a conceptual 
coi 
Everything | write is dark and gloomy even though 'm 
not. | guess if | write songs about things that trouble me, 
1get them out of my system. The songs | write are 
almost always from experience, a lot comes from the 
death of my father and our discussions in his final year. 
So, I suppose, itis sort of a concept. 

Who is “the negative superman”? 
NEGATIVE SUPERMAN is a man who was in a terrible 
electrical accident and lost both of his arms. When he 
woke in the hospita, his wife told him she couldn'tlive 
‘with this and took his children and disappeared. This 
sent him over the edge, he walks the sireets screaming 
about the end of the world with no arms, just hooks 
and wearinga red cape (thus NEGATIVE SUPERMAN). 
He shows up at my studio late at night sometimes to 
give me tapes of his preaching (sometimes | don't 
answer the door!) 

Negativé Superman.. 
The from the disc has been encoiifaging. The 

- Py especi Your part of 
here s talk of a release from a few labels. | 

15. label in Denmark (Michael Bergman) will 
have copies to sell in your area or | can be reached by 
e-mail, phone, o letter. My managers are very good 
MAE (Mike Ellis & Paul Maich 519-752-3330). They 

can set anyone up with info or distribution. 

What bands have made a big impression on you 
lately? 
‘The bands | like are all different. From Ministry and NIN 
10 The Beatles. Too many influences to mention. 

Canada has a small but very interesting, innovative 
‘metal scene. What do you think about it? Do you like 
to live in this country? 
Canada is great, in all my travels | have never seen a 
place with so much music and talent. | see so many 
good bands in my studio and from M.A.E management | 
can't even count them all. Canada is a good country to 
live in we are looked after very well, 

Future plans... 
My future plans are simple: to keep recording discs and 
satisfying myself and the people who like my music. As | 
mentioned | am currently finishing of a new release 
“Deaf God". 

[Noisefloor, 139 Market Street, Brantford, Ontario, N3T 
229, Canadal 
Itinbox@worldchat.com] 
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Interview by Audrius Ozalas 
A combination of gothic and metal makes a 
positive influence since both scenes get new 
inspirations which change a stagnant 
understanding of music. Sensorium is one of 
the gothic bands that take heaviness of metal 
and they are one of the most promising 
newcomers. Two Sensorium members, Simon 

and Paul, have been playing in Nefilim, and 
the third one, Bob, is also known in gothic/ 
industrial scene. The debut album 
“Jahazralah” was released by Resurrection 

Records. 
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When Sensorium was formed? Have you recorded any 
demo, how did you get the deal with Resurrection? 
Sensorium was formed in mid 1996, 
made a demo and took it to Resurrection w 
would be interested in our music. Th 
adeal with them. 

n: how do you 

both of these bands? 
Does it mean that Sensorium is just like a side project? 
And, by the way, what do Nefilim do at this time? 
Playi 1 both bands is n 

o curtent plans. Ser 
the Nefilim, we ¢ 

up we can usually 

a problem as the Nefifim have 
srium s our main project and, unlike 

ol our sck 
work around it 

Listening to your debut album | feel different influenc 
from gothic to metal and even electronic. It’s nol pure 
gothic as it used to be in, to say, the 
try to escape from the usual gothic rock routine and 1o 
perform something personal? To which audience do you 
orientate your music? 
We certainly have varied influences from ambient to 
hardcore. We try 10 write music that we would listen to 

ourselves. Although we 

we've certainly usex 
dark, atmospheric themes an 
ying (o recapture and reinvent some of th 
of “live” bands used to h 
which, unlike a lot of the flat sounding machine or backing 
track type bands around now, have a. 
quality which keeps the excitement level up. Our music i 
aimed at the kind of audience that likes to 
have a good time, 

sters era. Do you 

wouldn't call ourselves a goth hanc 
sme of best aspects of that music 

strong melodies. We're 
feel that a lot 

e. We're using real drum: 

ess and dynamic 

) to gigs and 

What does the word “Jahazralah” mean? Do you have a 
yrical and philosophical conception behind this album? 
Jahazralah is the Beliefin life here and after 
have similar themes and lyrical content but this is due to 
ourinterests and experiences, not an 
philosophical concey 

underlying 

1 think, most of the journalists will mention that two 
three members are from well-known Nefilim and will 
compare you to this band. Do you feel that you have 
something totally different from Nefilim? 
Sensorium s a completely separate band from the Ni 

both bands use some of the same creativ 

there may be some similarities 
there’s an integsity in our music... We're not likely to start 

by pop songs! Journalists will undoubrecdly make 
bout us, but we know we have our 

forces, so inevital 

riting ha 
their own conclusions 
identity. It up to those who | 

hether we h, 

en to our music as o 
e something to offer them. 

1 think, for the band 10 sound the most powerful and 
good, all the members must have similar standpoints. You 
came from different fields (Paul, as | know, have been 
playing in The Varukers): do all of you have the same 
influences? Maybe one wants to create more met. 
another one more gothic sounds. 

As a band, 
influences 

all have s 
generally our tastes in music are the same 

Owiously we each have our own ideas to bring to the 
ongwriting process but we usuall e're pulling in the 
ame direction. There is a general group consensus as to the 

Sensorium sound 

Do you feel that gothic music is progressing or regressing 
in these years? Your favorite UKWorld bands? Don't you 
think that gothic became more popular again because of 
metal groups putting gothic into their music (for instance, 
Paradise Lost). Do you like this so-called ‘gothic metal'? 

A lot of current gothic music is pretty The use of 
the goth tag with bands like Paradis 
etc. is good for stiring-up inferest in 
become faidy stagnant. Although some die-hard goths d 
fike it, things have to move.on and develop. Bringr 
and darker sounding music 10 a wider audicnce can only be 

specially for us!). 
re OK, although we don't 
wouldn't clas 

as ane. We tend to listen to some of the older bands - 
Sisters, Souixse, Fields of the Nephilim, etc., along with the 
newer ‘industrial” type bands - Ministry, NIN, Cubanate, etc 

Sven from Dreadful Shadows said that gothic scene, 
divided earlier into two parts (electronic and guitar) came 
together again in Germany. How about UK? Do you feel a 
very big difference (like some others do) between UK and 
continental gothic? 
The UK goth scene seems to be very insular with not much 
variation in the bands. The Eurapean scene scems to be 
more interesting with more going for it. We're tryin 

something to offer 
o liven 

things up here in the UK and feel we have 
the European scene, 

Do you feel that gothic scene consists of mainly European 
market and it's extremely hard to enter the American 
one? Would you like to tour in USA? 

an. There does ho 
ing acceptance and some opening of markets 

furiher field. Certainly with the Nefiim CDs were turning up 
in Australia, Japan and South Africa, all having their own 

goth scene. There's also a growing scene in the USA, it's just 

Goth i intrinsically Eurof ver seem to 

ion of time before th e off. We would 

ertainly fike to play in all these places but so far Germany i 
showing the most interest and is our main market. 

Let’s look o the future, if Sensorium becomes a really bi 
band, would you agree to leave all other musical projects 
roups (including Nefilim) and to concentrate yourself 

only on this one? 

Sensorium is already our main project. And 
s0it's unlikely any conflicting 

we said 
we control ts activitie: 

Well, what do you think about: 
a) Motorhead 
b) McDonalds 
o Kafla 
d) Buddhismt 

on these answers so here are our individual repl 
simon: a) cassic band, b) Shit, € Too Deep, d) Just Another St 
Religon 
Paul: ) great band, b great food, € whot ) ve 

1) tasy, bMmmm, c¥ummy, d) Scrummy 

This is the end. Have you got any final comments? 
Thanks 10 everyone for their interest and support of 
Sensorium. We hope to see you allin the autumn. 

London NW5 IWR UK 

CANTERRO 
Solo EP 
Mega Fant Musik 
Probably It was sen fo Edge Of Time by 
mistake. Stil we review everything we 
get. Canterro i a singer from Austia and 
s his 4 s0ngs EP. S0 fo, 50 good. But the 
music i a pure pop/rock. Well, | don't 
have big problems with fhat but some of 
the readers probably do. Songs are soft 
melodic, and enjoyable as a relaxing 
Pop music can be. Lyrics do not have a 
big message either. i, Canterro has o 
good voice and we wish him all the best 
in the future. I somediay he wil hink of 
singing in a progressive metal band, he 
might be even Inferviewed.. (GS) 
/o Kandulh *Canfer" Semhard. Posfiach 155 
A3540 Faickirchen, Austia) [conlero@aon.oi] 
(o e conterro com 
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‘GALACTIC COWBOYS 
The Horse That Bud Bought 
Meal Biade 
The fourth longplayer of Galactic 
‘Cowboys is, of course, better than the 
most products of the metal scene but 
the fact s that If's the weakest one in fhe 
career of fhis band. The infricale 
playfuiness of the fist two aloums is 
absent. s0 “The Horse.." i ke a soff 
“Machine Fish” version with numerous 
excursions info fields of alfernafive rock 
Actualy, i's @ shame because there are 
“only’ three highights on the CD: “Evi 
Twin", “Ribbon", and the great “Trip On 
Love". We were used to get more of 
them in the past. (sv) 
33/4 

MUNG 
Mung 
Alrgoat Records 
They are pretty much a do-it-yourself 
band. The CD s @ collection of 14 heary 
punk songs. Some of the funes should be: 
quite enjoyable for punk-iovin' dudes 
but, overall, they are a bit amateurish 
and lack a drive and a power. n spite of 
thot, as a club bond they can do quite 
well. Not fo forget, they are poiifically 
incomect. (GS) 
[Mung, 2261 Market #142.Son Francisco, CA 
94114, USA] 
M yenigcupondumimcl 

PLANE 
E For Your Eyes EP/E For Your Ears EP 
E Records 
Absolutely schizo-psychodelic stuff. 

Strange melodies and vanguard 
decisions make me feel fike | don't 

understand these short small CDs fone of 
them lasts for 10 minutes, anofher one 
15) that contain industrial, dance. 
rhythms, classical piano, metal. and 
punk I you like Pink Fioyd or I you fke: 
Nephilm, you may find your style here 
anyway. The idea was fo mix everythirg, 
5ot you don't ke the music that can’ 
stand in one place, don'l fouch these 
EPs. | lke o diversty, but | think | haven 1 
caught the main mood il (AO) 
{E Recorcs. O 8ox 50 9038, Ouu. Fkendl [t 
ol JaniLehtosaar@malvom.nefl 
3z 
QUORTHON 
Wihen Our Day Is Through EP 
Black Mark 
Already the title of this 4 songs EP says 
that this CD can be a fofal crap. Well, 
the fruth is not so brutal but anyway 
three of the songs are real pop-rock



with hints into Oasis and Bon Jovi. 
Just radio-his sulable fo fsten 1o when 
aiving a car or when thinking about 
nofhing. The yrics are about nothing. foo. 
You won't belleve that this guy. who. 
started all biack mefal, now sings ‘baby" 
and delivers melodic. smpie. and banal 
songs. In any case, ' much befter than 
Pyogenesis on “Unpop”. Strange, the last 
song of this EP reminds of the older stuff 
of Bathory. However,If we forget about 
Quorthon's past and look ot fhis CD from 
the middle-of-the-road fan viewpoint, Itis 
even not bad. (AO) 
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SEASICK PIRATES 
The Relum Of The Helicopterman 
Nuclear Biast 
Irealy don't think that this CD s for our 
readers. Seasick Prates play that frendy 
Green Day, Offspring stuff combined with 
the Influences of oldspunky The Ramones 
and others.It's just funny, jolly musac for 
teenagers. The playing ks uite good, the 
band has s Image and i thismay be 
OKfor MIV-butnot for The underground. 
Sucks. 
212 

THOUGHT INDUSTRY 
Black Umbrella 
Metal Blade 
The fourth album of his group surprises: 
wilh fhe siraightest, the most accessiole, 
and.at the same fime. the most 
completed music. Siithe same good 
sense of humar, good Iyics, but... hey. 
Quys. have you become one of thase 
grunge-freaks?! Personally for me, this CD 
is more Alce In Chains than somefhing 
else. Anywoy, Ifyou st aren't bored fo 
fsten 1o all these post-grunge groups, fry 
his one. And I you think that Pyogeness' 
“Unpop” was a good album, Thought 
Induslry may become “GoczMogyou. 
These guys are Kicking the altemative 
scene but not metal, really. 

ARCANUM 
e Spoken Scream 

2Sumeal Music L1d. 
Thiss o follower fo the 5- 
song EP. released @ couple of 
years ago. Depeche Mode, Erasure, 
and Duran Duran can serve asa 
reference st and fhis should give you & 
primory idea how Arcanum do sound 
fike. Arcanum do not focus on making 
fast hifs and siow things down. I's 
romantic, sightly melancholic pop music 
with  couple of highiighs, ©.g., “Rhythm 
Is A Sadist". Well, sfil more effort is 
needed if you want fo catch an 
attention of people who fsten fo popular 
radio stations and walch MIV. (GS) 
{Arcanum, 3191 Davis Road Maleio, GA 30042 
US| [FiSchieber@oolcom (hf/ 
ywemindeig Somi-ecnsml 

AUTOMATIC 
History. 
Svenska Energy Rekords 
This band was formed in 1988 and In the 
beginning, piayed the Skinny Puppy- 
influenced music. Times change, and the: 
Iast album of Automatic gives us synth- 
popn the veins of the early Depeche 
Mode and Erasure. At the star, I's 
straight, melodic, simple, and stupid In 
fexts pop music you hear everyday. 
Nevertheless.I's made professionally, 
and Erasure fans wil dig It. Later things 
change 1o the worse side and | can't 
stand lyrics about remote control. Il 
better isten fo Depeche. (AO) 
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BORN FOR BUSS 
Flowing With The Flue 
Deathwish 
The debut album of fhis Dutch band 
presents a quite siraight and simpie (in @ 
non-negative sense) song-performing 
manner with some exceptions, .. 
“Arabia” with, naturally, Arablan 
Influences that was afready released as 
asingle before. The music is dedicated 
for clubs, dancings, and surely not for 

dark and gloomy gothic fans, If'sjust 
pop-sleciio-wave with some hints info 
ihe goth field. Diversiy s the main qualty 
1 missed in this album, and aiso vocals are 
11100 expressive. Anyway. we must 
remember fhat two members of Bom For 
Bliss came from a reolly cult-bond Clan 
Of Xymox, o the professionality & 
guaranteed. (A0] 
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ELECTRIC HELLFIRE CLUB 
Calling Dr. Luv 

| Cleopatra 
Following the successful “Kiss The 

| Goat" album, this deviish band has 
released an album dedicated fo 
the memory of band's eariier 
keyboard player Shane Lassen who 
waos killed in a car accident last 
year. The new anti-christian 
album is the most melodic 
.and the most diverse work of 
‘the-band. Just compare angry 
electronics on “Circuit Breaker” 1o 
the more poppy “Hellfiower", or 1o 
the danceable “He Who Holds The 
Lightning Rod". Also, Electrics have 
got two surprises for you - the cover 
of Kiss’ "Caling Dr. Luv" (not a very 
good one... well, | am not a fon of 
Kiss anyway) and the refro track 
“Very Groovy Boos” that is played 
in the veins of the 60's, cooll Per- 
haps it's not the most metaliic frack 
on the album, but it's my personal 
favorite. With this album, Electric 

| Hellfiee Club pushed their style 
| boundaries even further. A must for 
hard-electronic music fan. (AO) 

‘GIRLS UNDER GLASS 
irowalker 
Deathwish 
Isit “Frestarter"2 No, thisis not Prodigy. 
but Hamburg-based Gis Under Giass 
owe something from fhese youth-heroes 
(ke “Burning Eves” show jungle: 
elements. Allin al, s an electro/ 
industrial/techno/trance album with 
elements of metal, and, maybe, gothic. 
The fracks are quite different, e. 
“Zeitbombe" s more mefal ot a fime 
‘when “The Biffer End" s more silent/ 
france-oriented. Of course, after being in 
the scene for more than 10 years, these: 
guys know how 1o play and why 10 play. 
after all. They mix all electronic styles and 
manage 1o do it at a high level. Anyway, 
1ts 50 popular fo make such mixes 
nowadays that there won't be a big 
surprse If they wouldn't break through. 
(A0} 
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INFAM 
To Die For 
Svenska Energy Rekords/Zoth Ommog 
1t's German electro-pop aiming fo sound 
like fhe older Depeche Mode of Erasure. | 
respect fhe oid Depeche Mode and 
Erasure, | lie the new Depeche Mode, 
but his & a real crop, both musically and 
Iyrically. Only “In Need of Rest" and the. 
fite frack palely resemble fo an aftempt 
o replace @ weary song from Top-1000 
of your local radio station. If you do a 
mainstream, hen do a high-qualty one! 
(GS) e, e ot e .10 345 
Bramsche, Gemany] [ifp:/ome.toniine.de/ 
home/052265060-1fntorm.himi 
2 

The S aints Of Eden 

MACHINE 
Sound Wars 
Energy 
n May-June 1997, there was on art 
exhibiion inspred by “Star Wars" in 
Maimos, and fhis soundirack was a part 
of . I7as never being a die-hord fon of 
this movie, take this CD exceptionally 
basing the opinion only on music. 
Musically, i's G diverse album going from 
fechno/rave/electro 1o soft cosmic: 
ambient and dance rhyihms. | think that 
his soundiirack coukd be a good piece 
when driving a cor or working by @ 
compufer. Cool, unpretentious 
background album and all the “Star 
Wars! croies wil enjoy the cover version 
of “DeathVader's Theme". (A0) 
3R 

THE SAINTS OF EDEN 
| The Other Side 
| Metech 

Cian Houchin (Nefiim) makes drk 
EBM. Parallels can be drawn with 

faster/danceable 
Leatherstip fracks. One or 
two songs really can be welk 
accepted in some darkwave/ 
Industral ciub. Having on CD8 
streight danceable songs (with 
dark edge though), it gets G bl 
monofonous. i you like.the siyle. 

Ihis shoukdin't fighten youthough: 
(GS) i g PO o 32 st 

M2, UK 
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V/A 
Barrel Of The Sons 
Svenska Energy Rekords 
These 10 fracks are covers of the lafest 

Mode album songs. Fist of all, Depeche. 
the latest record of Depeche Mode is not 
thek best one and most of the bands 
that fried 0 do covers made hose songs 
even poppler. Each of fhe band have 
their own vision of Depeche Mode: 
creation, so there i not one mood as it 
cotldibe found on original. Anyway, 
some groups (as Sombre View that did 
“fréestafe?) managed fo make the. 

I=alhi 

fracks.even more atiractive. Most of the 
bands are not so welkknown and most of 
them piay synth-pop. (AO) 

V/A 
Srange Love 
Deathwish 
Even i there s writfen. t's @ “gothic, 
romantic, industial, electro" compiation. 
it's extremely hard o find any 
industrial or even gothic elements 
here. It's more pop/eleciro, dedicated 
for dancefioors and radio stafiors. 18 
songs of fofal fiming 80 minutes show 
malnsiream musi featuring even one 
project of wellknown Vince Clark calied 
Chinese Defectives. Born For Blss and The 
Dreamside are the best on fhis 
complation but even these two bands 
are dancefioor-orlented and | woukdn't 
sfen 1o them In ofher suroundings. I's 
Just music for your foot, o, being straigh, 
for the fons of Depeche Mode (“Speck 
And Spell” erc) and Erasure. (AO) 
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Earlier you played in Archon Satani. Why 
did this band split-up and what ideas, 
musical concepls you later transformed to 
Ordo Equilibrio? Do you see Ordo 
Equilibrio 
Satani or just as an absolutely new way of 

usical thinking concept? 

s a fall out that t, 
Mikiel Stavstrand 

icipation ¢ 

e acsthetic 
tquilibrio, and th 

idually distingg sty of i 
had always been fh 
Even during my galic 

atani, but it was 
that | decic 
Ord 

ncies pe 
i continuin 

0 1o create an 

adividual ambition. 
aligh in Archor 

anti aer my 
d 10 utilize them in the form of 

Equilibr 

Ordo Equilibrio was formed in 1993 and 
the debut album appeared two years later. 
Why did it take 50 long to create the CD? 
How have you got a deal with Cold Meat 
Industry? 

We required approximat 
sccomplish our debut v 

falle, The first harvest 
rking “Reaping th 
ereas | 

feprosentative anc 
pether satistactory 

Karmanik and Cold Meat Indusir 
e partaking in Mikael S 

g solo material ot Archon Satani, that 
p—— 

musical and 

and’s 

sthetic incl 
Equiibrio, than that of the new Arch 
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e 

ely 
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ith Chels rdo Fquilibe 
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Milogether 
unlke Mikat 

How were the responses and the releasing 
of “Reaping the fallen, The first harvest”? 
Don't you think that already the fact that 
you are on Cold Meat Industry means that 
you will get a recognition? | mean, people 
buy a €D because it’s out on Cold Meat 

t knowing s0 much about the band? 
g the fallen, The first harvest” has, up 

fay, sold approximately 4000 cc 
which is an altogether satislying result 
ombination with the exceptional crticism 

art of M I 
nd the interest pertai 

not that away 
hich band 

Whether itis World 1 you relate t 
pant, NER, 

1 believe that people 
interested and apprecial 

ord label ar 
exerything that relates 
nl with an equal mea: 

the sound of 
quall interested in. 

that specilic lab 
e of enthusiasm 

ord label, Lven 
ing anything abiout 

and o forth, 

ach release from that 1 
ithout ke 

particular band: 

The second CD was absolutely different for 
me - beginning with the mood and going to 
the way of expression. Maybe the mood is 
‘more diverse. Do you feel that both albums 
are totally different and did you try to do 
this purposely trying ta create something 
new or it just has happened naturally? 

rsonally do not The Triumph 
Jutely different in 

1o “Reaping the Fallen”. They are two di 
vkings, and therefore they may soun 

partially different. Options and circumstances 
change and evove, that is the inevitable 
consequence of Life in constant me 
therefore 

" 
Opition about Death 
e o 

For me, the second CD is kind of composed 
of two parts: one is more similar to the 
debut album and other is more neo-folk 
with acoustic guitars as s 
instruments. Do you think that this album is 
such a dualistic one, ie., there is no such 
one and a whole musical conception as it 
was on the first CD? 

Hed on the fact 
rate a mulitude of 

an not solely be 
i music. | 

o in limiting 
ne dimensional 

nce the possibility o 
wr dimensionally. | 
that al the musi part 

under 
Faquilibrio, as. 
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e, Fire & lce 

" nd The Moon Lay 
Fiden Ber  are dear friends of 
o Albin, and Elisabeth, 

hde v no permancit relations to any further 
I Serpant bands, Death in June has 

fipished a vanen 

v o 

i great workings over 
B r.. but fire & Ice, on the other 

b . . . 

uilibrio 
Interview by Audrius Ozalas 

1 on record, but rather, 
sinion, much better live. 
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Karmanik label? C 
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o (0 not to go)? 
gfmani and Cold Meat Industry 

fexcriise the creative freedom | 
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On the cover of the second album, we see 
Jesus withaut head everywhere. Whose idea 
was to do this thing and what is the idea 
behind these pictures printed on the cover? 

omething il we 
sally. You could, if 

A sene of humor, observe 
ymbol of the fui 
regard them as what 

hey mbolize. My since 
selict in that peratcly could use 
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Fve heard about your video production. 
Canyou about it? 

nent <o far s primarily an 
ion of various fetish clips from a 

i difere ivs, aesthetically 
cept and create the 
emanate, This 

be simultancougly 
placed with additional 

tend 10 accomplish with 
1 video arist Fetish 2 

T me m 

mented and o 
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relation to th ideals and 
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10 estimate the time of its 

Do you identify yourself as a man who 

according to some other thoughts, 
religions, and beliefs? 

myselt as part of a 
sson in identifying 

standing of the 

ambient 

ARCANA 
Uzabeth 
Cold Meat 
A 3s0ng CD-single limited 1o 3000 
coples only marked the coming of the 
second Arcana album. This single 
contains one exclusive frack and two. 
from the new disc. All three are chef- 
d'oevre and have left me waiing for 
the fulllength. [AO) 
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ARCANA 
Cantar de Procella 
Cold Meat Industry 
It's @ confinuation of what was 
achieved on the debut “Dark 
Age Of Reason” and a confimo- 
tion that Arcana are one of the 
better bands in the dark music 
scene. This Swedish duo are 
kings of romantic medieval 
obscure music. There are quite 
alot of vocals in “Cantor de 
Procella”, what shows fhat an 
ambient-style band can have 
songs, 00. If you really want to 
discover the beauly.... (GS) 
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CHIVA 
Oracle Morle EP 
Witchhunt 
The gullar and plano playe from Swiss 
band Sadness has released a 4-song 30 
minutes EP which stays in paraliel fo his 
main band both In mood and in 
musicalstructure aspects. The best 
comparson coming 1o my mindis 
Mordal, anofher band ffom Switzeriand 
The same dark, psychofic almosphere. 
entering the halls where the insanity 
friumphs t's really one of the most 
dark and insane albums of ths year. 
Musically, i sounds ke a soundirack 1o 
@ wekd horror movie. Again, fhe 
musical structure reminds of Mordor: 
avantgarde, sounds, strange vocals go 
hand In hand. The only shortoge is the 
fiming of fhe CD- af a fime when you 
begin fo feel thaf you are finally info 
fhese soundscapes, the album ends. 
(A0} 
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DARK REALITY 
Oh Precious Haze Prevade The Pain 
Witchhunt 
The second albun of this band goes 
more and more Info the fieids of art 
rock and It has nothing common with 
metal orany other kind of heavy music 
any loniger. Anyway, | really enjoy 
every listen to his CD because It offers 
an absolutely non-trendy music, and I 
‘contains elements of Pink Floyd, dark 
wave, classical music, and (most of all) 
medieval feelings. The sounds of 
woodwinds are very fresh In my CD 
player and | am pretty sure | haven't 
heard such a style quite offen earlier 
The good fhing is that he oginal 
singer left the band, thus all growiing 
vocals gre gone. The bad thing is that 
much oflyrics are in German. Anyway. 
If youwant to hear something you 
don't expect lo come out from 
Witchhunt, fry this one. (AO) 
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DEUTSCH NEPAL 
Comprendidol..time stop...and world 
ending 
Cold Meat industry 
Deutsch Nepal fook another direction, 
and fhis ailbun - sfil being a nihilstic 
product of emptiness - is more industrial 

‘and the most aggressive thek work since 
1992, the year since the project started. 
Instead of dark ambient with tualstic 
approach, Deutsch Nepal now deliver 
soundscapes that bring a sense of horror 
and dimness. Distorted voices (that were 
not important In Deutsch Nepal's musc 
‘earier] now are apocalyptic signs here 
and “The Phiegethon Fish" with 
contribution of The Moon Lay Hidden 
Beneath A Cloud form an absolutely new 
vision of the band. | agree that earier 
their music was more accessible and 
maybe even darker but now It s more 
diverse, and, | think, this album can 
mark their new aggressive stage. 
(A0} 
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DIABOLIUE 
Wedding The Grolesque 
Black Sun 
Swedish Diabolique (ex- Liers In Wail) 
released ther debut albumn. Fist of all 
what a nice cover painted by Kiistion 
Wahiin (who earfler worked with Bathory. 
Tiamat, efc.). Music ks o hard rock and 
The Sisters Of Mercy. n places it recals 
the mood of newer Tamat. The fempo & 
siow, and the band doesn't go oul from 
the way. 5o It can become monetonous 
for someone as the singer singsin one 
manner all the albumn. But, for me, i's 
good, especially fhe lyrics about sadress 
and depression. It's the album of autumn 
mood. (AO) 
4 

DREAM INTO DUST 
No Man's Land EP 
Chthonic Streams 
After releasing @ promise-bringing fape 
Hope For Nothing” and 2-song EP or 

Misanthropy Records, December 
changed their name fo Dream Info Dust 
and with ther new MCD drastically 
changed the style. There & no more rock 
music. all four songs are based on various 
sounds and industrial thythms. Classical 
‘elements, nolse siructures, folkish acoustic 
guitars, and il the mix are covered by 
dark mood of loss and pessimism. Lyrics 
(os eariien) are nihilistic and depres- 
sive, soif's one of the darkest pieces of 
music. The CD s not easy accessible, 
many instruments (especially percussion] 
are used in non-traditional way. 5o 
takes fime fo catch the main flow of fhis 
experimentation. The forthcoming CD on 
Misanthropy must be a masterpiece. 
(AO) 
[Chihoric Sireams. PO Box 7003, New York. NY 
10116-7003, USA] [chihonic brainink com] 
WMo/ orcinink com/~chihonic] 

ENDURA 
Great God Pan 
Efenblut/Misanthropy 
One of the best dark ambient arfsts 
finally released their album riginally 
recorded in the winter of 1993/94 
Rhyihmic baroque symphonic amblent 
as earter, with the diversly as It aiways 
‘was with Endura. This band can be dark 
and apocalyptic on *Alpha-Wolt”. quiet 
and depressively gothic on “Dark Face of 
Eve, and angry on “The Battie of 
Endura™. The sound & very deep and 
vocals for one song were recorded in 
cathedral. This recording lasted for 3 
years, but now we can say that Enduia 
really s “at the cutting edge of 
burgeoning dark amblent movement 
Maybe It lsn't as shocking s Arcana, but 
Innovations are visile, 1oo. (AO) 
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ILDFROST 
Natanael 
Cold Meat Industry 
“Natanael” & a bif more than an 
average dark amblent album. But mainly 
because if asks a lstener 10 think: there Is 
a philosophical story on the CD cove: 
Musicaly, It's elther medieval funes o 
spoken vocals parts with scanty 
accompaniments. (GS) 
{c/o Mogne Storvi. Beniebrugata 1644 0476 
Oslo, Norway] 
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ORDO EQUILIBRIO 
The Triumph Of Light... And Thy Thirteen Shadows Of Love 
Cold Meat Industry 
Some say. If's worse than thedeiitof this Swedishband but. for me, it 
is just aswhole highlight@nd much more diverse album than the 
previous one. Of course, n't find here'such one and enfire 
‘afmesphere, fheialbum is divided info:wo parfs: #hefirst ones ambient, 
apocalypfic, very dark (most of blackers look lie children compared'to 
fhesairacks). and another onesneo-folk. with acoustic guitars. 
melodies a ko DeathinJdune, Sol Invigius, and other grands of he genre 
Well, perhaps because.ofineeoik | am raving that much about this 
album... Anyway, if's ane of examples, when a band makes  very big 
progress comparing ifs twafecerds. The coveris very.original, lyrics are 
good... but why are songities solonge (AO) 
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LOVE LIKE BLOOD 
Taste Of Damocles EP 
demo CD-single 

medieval times. The excellent package 
makes this album a must for folk music 
fans. The second CD *March Of The, 

Love Like Blood have not split-up like infidels" is out on Draenor Productiofs. 
some people used fo talk in past months,  (AO) 
and this 3-song demo CD-single s awish 4 
o show the goth-world that fhe band sfill 
exists and the new album must be out STEVE ROACH/VIDNA OBMANA 
sometime of the end of thisyecr. It il Cavem Of Sirens 

Projekt be recorded with musicians from 
Amorphs, Sike Bischoff, and ofher bands. 
The new songs show that Love Like Blood 
haven't lost their big potential and 
are siill as strong as they used fo be 
in the past. The same dark, melodic, 
gothic, classical rock that allows Love 
Like Blood fo remain in the ellte. After 
thei album, there wil be more what fo 
talk about. This single s only for 

Afready these two names promise o 
great work. Steve Roach, with his 20 
years career and over 30 releases, & 
one of the most influential fibal 
ambient innovators, and Vidna 
Obmanas also known as @ composer 
who presents the most interesting 
space amblent. “Cavern Of Srens” 
prolong the cooperaion between 
these two composers developed earlier 
on “The Spiitual Bonding” and “Well Of 
Souls” alburns. These five composiions 
present amblent based on france 
percussion and, in general, are difficult 
1o categorze. Most of all, it's a 
france fitual music. quite monofo- 
nous, and listener-fime demandingslis 
inner harmony s hidden and ot easly. 
fouchable. Don't sten fo it ina 
background because you won't 
understand the world of fhis musict Dive 
info it and find yourself among these 
hythm siructures (a thythm is very 
important on this albuml. | don't think 
that fhis CD s for a big audience ab if 
has not that nostalgic space characier 
of ambient. The next combined project 
s the wortks. (A0} 
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SCOTT MOSHER 
Ambient Earth 
Autumn Twilight 
s an opposiion o nowadays widely 
spread dark ambient sounds, this CD 
brings soft and sweet amblent, reminding 
of Vangelis, JM.Jarme, and other cosmic: 
amblent creators. Though | prefer more 
dork side of the style, this 74-minutes 
cosmic journey i quite inspiing and non- 
monotonous as most of works in this 
ganve. This ks @ colorful CD. much better 
fhan Scoft Mosher's fist cassetle 
“Monuments Of Chaos". Jame-influenced 
melodies go fogether with frioal rhyihms 
(“Where The River Runs Black"), there are 
some rock-infiuenced fracks, france 
atmospheres. Although "Ambient Earth” 
s @ good amblent work,it's stil not ot 
that high level as Kifaro, Jarre, and ofher 
compositors are. (AO) 
{Autumn Twlight Music. 2 Miler C1. Miler Poce, 

VA 
Call On The Dark Vol. 1 
Deathwish 
The sompler compiled by Yorck Eyse (Love Like 
Blood) features recent and pas! bands of S o, Gabwave, and romanic T, Here 32 Satiroun droups i e O e etk ove v Bsod g hand I hand wilhew 

SENSORIUM S Bekde har we i o ek Jahairalah Enow, GolNG it soch 1 o . London 
Resurrection After Micinight. Girls Undler Glass, Silke Bischof, 
The most convincing fact about this ‘and ofhers. The music qually s iferent: some 
band from he UK is that fwo ofts 
members are the curent members of 
Nefim, You knowwhal fo expect. I(icimed 1o present o goth-scena as o dverse 

mely. d ,0NG". one. s kight becouse ol songs e iferent. ramen; g otk ooy ok, | ALt T e 
strong goth . . bond. then 1 cied 1o do o il Anwoy: here 
“Jahazalah” has metal guitars, & o 15383 of pure goinic. nol mixed wify 
powerful sound, and industal metalnd ol o be foken for gotic/metal 
electronics. and, 1 think, it perfectty: . #Beculyin Darkness™. (A0} 

characterizes the whole CD. Sensorium A 
have Iaken the concept of fhe old S51ers  y,nya oBMANA 
and Fields Of The Nephilim and, also, put Twilight Of Perception 
nlive gulfors ont the dfving feeling ot projdi 
never lsaves you when | ing to; for Jn this CD, Bek " ; 1 his CD, Belgion composer put i 
instance, Dreadlul Shadows. Maybe pleces of msic which ore previously 
Sensorium k't s metodic ando.cdichy.  {nreieqsed or were contributions 1o 
but thet aibum Has something ke fhe International samplers. Compared 1o his Concep!wih vtk ongu{n Ol 1o Car o Th FerOf 
.o i Appearance”, “Twilight..." is less 

promises a good fulurs fothe vAdHing  conceptual and presents much mare 
gothic style. (AO} iverse stuf, ranging from sient and, 
* ‘meditative amblent fo fraditional 

Turkey-music inspired “Traditional Spirt™ 
.THE SQIL BLEEDS BLACK i jpnd a pertect abstraction in *Primary 
The Kbmll [ M"d %0, It you are searching for a one-mood 

‘conceptual ambient record, this CDis 
ot foryob; *Twiight.s" Is extremely, 
diverse and presents various sides of 
one of the most outstanding moderm 
ambient creators. A must for each fan 
of classical amblent. (AO) 
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One of the best uriderground dcts which, 
perform medieval music. . The Soil Bleeds 
Black offer medieval music in ifs quite 
authentic sense. ie..they don't mixit 
with mefal, gothic or somefhing else, For 
me, it was fike walching @ movie about 
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So.... What are the big news in 
Norway? 
Carl: In progressive metal scene? 
Nothing, 

Black metal? 
Carl: In black metal scene... | think 
nothing interesting, 
Ole: Nothing interesting for us. There are 
alot of new black metal bands coming 
out, but they all sound pretty much the 
same. And prelty much the same people 
are playing in all these bands. 
Carl: For prog meal, there are two or 
three bands, which have record plans 
That's ourselves, Spiral Architect, Trivial 
Act 
Ole: And some other bands as well 

BEGINNING 

1Up 6l now, Tritonus only has a elatively-old 
demo tape “Shadowland, which was released! 
backin 1994. One year ater,they recorded 
two songs that appeared on *A Gathering...* 
compilation CD with  Norwegian progressive 
metal bands. And now, they are almast ready to 
record their debut CD..1 

We can talk about the very beginning. 
How did you start as a band? 
Carl: We started with the first Tritonus 
line-up in, | think, 1990. Then it was just 
myself and the lead singer rom the 
current line-up and some other people. 
And we played for about a year.. 

What kind of music? 
Actually, at that time, we were playing 
very much Queensryche. Not very 
technical, but very epjc and deep. With 
the same singer, it was growing in that 
direction. And then | wanted 1o form a 
new band. But rather than forming a 
new band | had to join to the existing 
one. That's where | met the another 
guitar player and the previous bass 
player. And we had a lot of problems 
with people quitting and changing in the 
line-up. You know, it’s hard and long 
way (0 find right musicians. Actually, we 
did “Shadowland" and then we recruited 
Ole for drums and he is with the band 
since then. After that, everything started 
10 work OK. But unfortunately the bass 
player left the band and then the 
keyboard player left the band. Just 
recently we found replacements. 

What were your original intentions 
regarding the music? 
Carl: 1 have always been very dedicated 
10 the technical metal music. 

¢y Giedrus Shinsies 

at the Elm 
Street Rock Cafe is Oslo, where 
according to their words, lots of black 
metal people hang out. There indeed 
were several serious and dark-looking 
persons with painted-faces near cups of 
coffee at the time we were talking... 

Watchtower kind of thing? 
Carl: Yes, | was actually listening to 
Watchtower's “Control And Resistance” 

in the car on my way here. And, you 
know, finding the grown up musicians 
with that kind of interest today is not 

very easy, so we were lucky to find him 
[Ole] for the drums and the other guitar 

player, who are very dedicated to that. 
And we found a new 19 years old bass 
player and a 18 years old keyboard 
player. 

What was the first prog metal band 
you ever heard? 
Carl: | think it was the frst Dream 
Theater album. 
Ole: I think it was the first progressive 
metal band in general. They combined 
what before was known as progressive 
rock with metal, like a cross between 
Rush and Metallica. | think “When 
Dream And Day Unite” was the first 

album | could call progressive metal. 
Carl: | think that goes pretty much to all 
of us. Also for the singer, who turned on 
the idea of doing that thing at the party, 
when somebady got that album as a gift. 
He was all night siting and istening 1o it 
and “aahhh.. we HAVE to do something 
like this". 

How did you get on that “A Gather- 
ing...” compilation CD? 
Carl: We were asked by Scream 
magazine. We just went to the studio 
and did a couple of songs that we would 
have to record anyway. They have been 
the only two songs we had ready and 
which have not been previously 
recorded 

Aren't they on “Shadowland”? | have 
to admit, | haven't heard the 
compilatior 
Carl: No. It's kind of hard to get a copy 
of compilations. | don't even have one of 
myself | forgot all my solos and 
everything. | haven't heard them for a 
long time... 

| Progressive Metal TODAY 

We can distinguish 
between two kinds of prog: 
Dream Theater, recent 
Fates Warning albums (not 
counting the last one), that 
tend to be more accessible, 
listenable and then 
Watchtower is kind of 
heavy to absorb. What do 
you think about this and 
‘what are your intentions in 
Tritonus? 
Carl: Well, our intention is 
1o write good songs. Period. 
And if that means we have 
10 put some technical stuff in 
order to make that song 
good, we will do . If we 
don't have o doit in 
another one, we'll kip it 
There is music which is only 
technical like some other 
bands, as for example 
Watchtower and 

Ole: Watchtower and 

Atheist. Those kind of bands 

are very technical, but the 
songs seem 1o fall apart 
Carl: We are very dedicated 

o strong melody lines, and, 
you know, good arrange- 
ments of the songs. 
Personally | am a big fan of 
Fates Warning and | can’t say 

“Inside Out” has an easy access. It's easy 
to listen for a person, that s already into 
progressive, but it's mellow, dramatic 
and sensitively expressive, that will never 
be an easy access for the overall public. 

Have you heard the new Queensryche 
album? 
Carl: It sucks. It seems allright, but it 
sucks. They went grunge. 
Ole: | have a problem with saying it 
sucks’.. 
Carl: Yeah, me too. But I've heard it. It 
sucks. No doubt about that. 

What prog metal bands in Norway do 
have albums out? Only Manitou and 
Conception? 
Carl: Yeah, Manitou. Conception, if you 
call it prog metal. Sea of Dreams also 
have an album out. It's more Helloween 
type of thing. I's supposed to be good. 

What albums have you heard 
recently? 
Carl: | lon't think | bought an 
alburn recently. | think the last 
one | heard was Anfira “Holy 
Land”, which was OK. And 
then Shadow Gallery. | have 
been listening a fot 10 the latest 
Shadow Gallery [“Carved in 
Stone*], which is OK, but they 
are falling at that stage (lke 
many other bands), that 
melodies are too weak and the singer is 
too weak. | mean his voice is not at all 

good enough for the rest of the band. 

You think the melodies are too weak?! 
Carl: Yes. They have a couple of songs 
that are very good. Actually the weakest 
part s the arrangements. Sometimes the 
songs are falling apart because of very 
strange changes. But they have a very 
good guitarist and the drummer sounds 
very good. Good musicians and they 
have a killer recording studo. 

Are you interested in other styles? 
Carl: Sure. He [Ole] was playing disco 
last night 

Ole: Yeah, | was playing in a disco band, 
ha ha. 

Carl: We listen 1o a lot of other musical 
styles. 
Ole: We have funk influences, jazz 
influences, classical influences. And 
that's the beauty of progressive metal 
that you can use it. You can do whatever 
you want. 

Studios, rehearsal space, 
concerts and... 
th e new album 

How about the studios in Oslo? 

Ole: There are lots of recording studios. 
Expensive, of course. But there is one 
studio in Oslo, called Panser, thal s 
rather inexpensive. That is where 
Manitou mixed their album. Excellent 

studio and excellent sound engineer 
Carl: It's the only good studio in Norway 
for metal. My solo album was made 

there. But it was made only from 40 

hours. 

How much do they charge for one 
hour? 

Carl: 360NOK, but since we know the 

engineer, we probably get a lttle bit 
cheaper. 

Is ult to have a space for 
rehearsals? 
Carl: Yeah. We used 1o be in the building 
near this place, which was full of bands. 
But now we actually are rehearsing a his 
place. 
Ole: Down in the basement. We are a 

basement band 

How about concerts? 
Carl: We have about one a year, ha ha. 
Well, if we play one concert in Oslo, 
probably every fan from Norway will 
come to see it. And then if we play next 
week, no one will come back to see the 
same set. That's the problem. The 
market is very very small in Norway. You 
have to be in Germany, in Japan or 
whatever. We have to play black metal 
10 be cool here. 

That's a good quote... So, what's about 
the new Tritonus album? 
Ole: It probably, no it WILL be recorded 
in Panser studio. 

aiting so long. 
i1 recording of the album is that 
want to make everything very 

£bd. Not like many others, whicly 
almost good. A lot of them aref 

but they ne 
e time on the songs! 

£ want to make an album that 
s its way up to the best. Both 
ying, songwriting and recording



How many new songs do you have? 
Ole: One, two, three... It's gonna be 

Carl: Five or six new songs. And the 
previously recorded songs will be 
rearranged. 

Are they from “Shadowland”? 
Carl: No, only one from “Shadowland” 

Ten Thousand Years"] and the two from 
A Gathering...”. Some of the material on 
Shadowland” is very old. 

Will people notice a big difference 
between the new songs and the old 
ones? 
Carl: Oh, yeah, we think so. 

Ole: It'sstill Titonus anyway. 
Carl: | think we have been able to make 

new songs exactly in our own style 
which is very important 

“Shadowland” 

How many copies of “Shadowland” 
have you mailed out? How many for 
promotional purposes? 
Carl: In general, it's about 800. For 
promation is about 130... I don't know. 
Alot 

Have you had any experience to whom 
to write, which magazines would be 
interested, etc.? 
Carl: I've gained a lot of experience, but, 
at that time being, we haven't had a lot 
of experience, no. But since | am 
working with marketing and promotion 
in my job as well, it was natural for me to 
doit. Of course, if we release a new 
album and things will go OK, we will 
need a manager. | could spend my time 
practicing instead of writing the letters. 

Well, you can make a template.. 
Carl: Yes, we did that. But everybody is 
wiiting back, you have to answer 
otherwise you won't do a good job. 

What was the first and the most 
memorable response about 
“Shadowland”? 

Carl: It was probably when US record 
company wrote back and said “We 
wanna make a picture disc with your 
group, because you have a cool logo”. It 
was the first thing we've heard. “We 
want to make a limited edition picture 
disc”. Well, that's a strange way to 
introduce a new band to the market. | 
asked what’s about a CD. But they didn’t 
want to do a CD, because they were like 
a small record label. Besides that, the 
best response was the meeting with 
Noise in Germany 

What kind of meeting it was? 
Carl: It was a meeting with Antje Lange 
from Noise and Modern Music regarding 
whether they are interested in doing our 
record. In which they were. 
Ole: She was. 
Carl: Yes, she was. But she wanted to 
change everything. She was interested, 
but wanted the songs to be 4 minutes 
long, 
Ole: Less complex. 

We have to play black 
met. | here 

Carl: A litle quicker guitars, 
too much the same. 

1also thought that Noise might be 
interested in your music. They are 
releasing quite a few power/prog metal 
records this year. They wanted to make 
you a heavy/power metal band... 
Carl: | think they madle a big mistake 
when they did Watchtower. It was not 
commercially successful and I don't think 
they want to deal with complex music. 
Rather they prefer ordinary 
German metal bands. They 
release a lot of crappy 
recordings. Very bad, poor 
sound quality songs 
Though | am not saying that 
we won't get in touch with 
them again. We are going to 
record our album and if they 
will want to do it, it's OK. 

They want 

Now they took Mercury 
Rising for distribution, 
which certainly are not 
crappy power metal. 
Carl: Yeah, | read reviews 
Everybody is talking about 
how good it s 

Are there any chances to 
release an album on 
Norwegian company? 
Carl: Probably not. 

The biggest one is Voices of 
Wonder, right? 
Ole: It's the biggest 
independent label. | don't 
think they want to sign us. 
Carl: Voices of Wonder? No... And | 
don't wanna be on Voices of Wonder 

Carl’s solo album 
“Stylistic Changes” 

How about your solo album? What is 
the story behind it? 
Carl: | played guitar for 8 years and | 
have been practicing a lot. And the 
problem was that | was dedicated to the 
musical style Tritonus is doing and also 
dedicated to the good songs. That’s why 
I could not play solos all the time. But | 
still had a feeling of doing that. | have 
always been inspired by Steve Vai, 
Yngwie Malmsteen and all these players. 
Well, the 80s are over. But | can give a 
ry 

Have you heard a solo album of Jim 
Matheos? 

Carl: Yeah, it's OK. It’s nothing more 

than OK, because he s not a really good 
guitar player. He is a very good 
songwriter, and, you know, he is very 
good in arranging the songs. But as far as 
solo playing goes, he is not so good. 

More about prog metal... 

What's about prog metal in general? 
1ts growing... 
Carl: Yeah, we see that. There are a lot of 
new bands coming out. The reason we 
are waiting 50 long with recording of the 
album is that we want to make 

everything very good. Not like many 
others, which are almost good. A lot of 
them are very good musicians, but they 
need to spend more time on songs. We 
want to make an album that goes its way 
up to the best. Both playing, songwriting, 
and recording. There's no reason for us 
10 do it 70%, we need to do it 100%, 
otherwise we won't do it 

There are statements that many copy 
Dream Theater... 
Carl: Lots of new bands do copy 

How do you think, do they intention- 
ally try to copy? 
Carl: I think they are a bit narrow- 
minded on what they listen to. Probably. 
1 don't think it's intentional 

They want to play a style like this... 
Carl: Yeah, a style like this and they listen 

alot 1o one kind of bands. It's very hard 
10 avoid influences. 
Ole: People say that Tritonus s a Dream 
Thealer copy. We don't think that. 
Carl: But our previous keyboard player 
was a Kevin Moore copy. 

And again THE ALBUM and some not 
directly 10 the musi related details 

So when do you plan to go into the 
studio? Is it scheduled? 

Ole: It's not scheduled. Hopefully in 
autumn. 
Carl: Before I start to build my house. | 
won't have time to play... Oh, | will have 
time to play anyway, because | won't 
build it myself. 

Do you try to develop some concept 
themes in your lyrics? Or do they just 
complement the music? 
Carl: Not really concept. 
Ole: Good lyrics, that say something. 
There’s no grand plans behind it 
Carl: Previously we didn't spend much 
time on the lyrics. We will be taking that 
part a lot more serious doing the album. 
The situation with our singer is that he 
almost never rehearses with us. He is 
wiiting melodly lines a his place and he 
also have been doing the lyrics all by 
himself for awhile. And I think, in the 

album, all will do some writing, It has to 
be some thing that we all agree on. 
Sometimes the lyrics are too much from 
one person mind. The other persons in 
the band don't relate to it. | think it's not 

good. 

What's about a CD cover? Do you have 
in mind what you will use? 
Ole: Not really. 
Carl: Everybody i thinking their own 
thing and we have to sit together for this 
point 
Ole: But we concentrate on the playing 
first 
Carl: Its not gonna be a typical heavy 
metal band cover with a band picture on 
it. We want to be a 90's 
band, which plays progressive metal. Not 
like everybody else. Something different 

{ Medley 

“Operation Minderime” and “Empire” are the 
 best from Queensryche. Fates Warning? “Perfect 
| Symmetry” 
+ and “Paralles”, | don't ke the stuff with John 

Arch. Dream Theater's “Awake"? 
you know, it's hard 1o make a ecord 
following up a big one, “Images and 
Words” i like the bible. You can't 
writethe bibe twice. ron Maiden, 
Crimson Glory “Transcendence”, 
Helloween are cool from traditional 
meal 
hobbies: working out. 50%of the 
band work out on a egular basis 
fiving in the most expensive country 
sucks. though salaics are high. not 
mine. of course, if you make $2 per 
hour, it expensive, you have to 
work 10 years o buy food. 
theoretical physics: Ole i the smart 
gy in the band 
rock cubs you are in one, dude 
“Lusa” as well. 

EpiLOGUE 

What kind of last questions 
do you expect? 
Carl: | don't know. 1 think you 
pretty much covered 
everything. How often do we 
practice? We rehearse twice a 
week as a band and everybody 
is practicing as much as he has 

time. Hopefully. 

Do you checkit? 
Ole: You have to practice by yoursell 
because we are always pushing the limis 
of what s technically possible 1o play 
Carl: There is an instrumental, which we 

are going to record for the album. First 
time we played i, it didn't sound very 
well. But you know, everyone is pushing 
the limits, so now it’s OK 
Ole: Very complex 

Can we really count on the recording 
of the album in this autumn? 

Carl: Probably we will start in autumn. 
Hopefully. We said that last year. But 
then we lost our bass player and it took 4 
months to find the new one. And then 
our keyboard player started bumbling: 
“oh, | 

don'tlike this anymore. 
Ole: “I am going to play techno.” 
Carl: And then we had to find out the 
new keyboard player. 
Ole: We will teach them the new songs 
and we are going to do a recording 
Carl: Watch out, here we come... ha ha. 

We went out from the cafe. Some guys 
in sportswear were just about coming in. 
Black Metal people?” “H... yes. 

[c/o Carl A. Tidemann, Vaarveien 10b. 1182 
Oslo, Norwayl 
0.2 devold@ys.uio.nol 
Ihttp://home.sn.no/“raholmenfritonus. ] 



How did you get involved in music? 
* What was the frst, the label or the 
music? 

Both my brother and I have been 
involved in music for a very long time. | 
believe our involvement in composing 
music began when we were at the age of 
twelve and had received our first guitars. 
Mine being a six string, Mark’s being a 
four string. Our previous interests 
stemmed from our indulgements into 
early hard rock such as Bon Jovi, Poison, 
Cinderella, etc... from there our deep 
interests in music began. Our 
involvement with the underground scene 
has been quite active. We have been 
involved with it in many ways for about 
seven/eight years now, and our label 
began roughly two and half to three 
years ago. So the music most certainly 
came prior to the organization of our 
label/promotional agency (Dark Age 
Productions). 

When was .The Soil Bleeds Black 
created? What was the initial idea 
(philosophical and musical)? Why 
‘namely folk, not any other type of 
‘music? 

The Soil Bleeds Black was conceived at 

about the same time as our 
label...roughly three years ago, i | recall 
correctly. Initially, the music was of a 
dark atmospheric nature. We had 
been experimenting with ambience 
and metal before the trend of bands 
like Arcturus and Emperor hit the 
scene with their majestic atmo- 
spheres... | am speaking of a time 
when bands like The Gathering and 
Pyogenesis were just emerging with 
their unique use of keyboards in 
metal. Thisis the path ...The Soil 
Bleeds Black took for a short time, 
The music became a form of 
phantasy-metal, into which emerged 
a pure sound of absolute medieval 
music. In this regard, we dropped the 
entire melal expression all together 
and simply let that genre to our other 
projects, hence pursuing a sound of pure 
medieval expression. Philosophically, the 
intention behind our work has always 
been the same...the name of our band 

thus presenting an encrypted message 
regarding an ancient Druidic legend 
about the last dragon. However, | shall 
state that since our emergence as a 
purely medieval-based outfit, we have 
sought more into the expression of 
middle age customs and ideas, 
encompassing a variety of aspects such 

xa.as history, arl religion, and education in 
the Dark Age. 

Your MC “Because The World Is So 
Untrue...” was recorded for Dark Age 
where you are working right now. Were 
you at Dark Age at a time when 
“Because...” was released? Have other 

labels showed an interest in your 
band? How many MCs have you sold? 
Yes, we were a part of Dark Age 
Productions prior to our second release, 
Because the world is so untrue, | go my 

way so full of rue.” Bard from 
Cernunnos’ Woods operates the 
northen tower of Dark Age Productions 
whilst | operate the eastern tower, and 

~ % we both work hard together to promote 
& the underground American scene of dark 

experimental music. All of our releases 
are extremely limited, and are often very 
difficult for most to find, but it is 

necessary for us to release our products 
in small amounts for numerous reasons. 
We released two items on Dark Age 
Productions, a cassette single, and a 
cassette album, both of which are 

included on “The Kingdom & s Fey” 
We never really attained any label 
interest due to our releases, as both 
items were limited only to 100 pieces 
alone, and both have been sold out for a 
while now. The only label we sent our 
material to was Cold Meat Industry, and 
10 our great fortune, Roger Karmanik 
took an interest and created Cruel Moon 
International for our American chain of 
bands 

Later you were signed by Cruel Moon 
International, the side label of Cold 
Meat Industry. How did it happen? 
Isn't it strange for you that Cruel Moon 
have started releasing three records of 
American bands? 
As mentioned above, we forwarded our 
first release on Dark Age Productions, 
entitled “Summoning the Dragons of 
Wyth” (cassette single), and Roger 
immediately took an interest in working 
with us. I do not think it is t0o strange for 
CMI to have released three American 
bands. Cold Meat Industry is specifically 
for Scandinavian bands, though Roger 

...The Soil Bl 
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The Soil Bleeds Black are one of the best medi 

explorers to come out latel 
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my questions 

created Cruel Moon separately as a 
means to release bands from other 
countries...much like his side label Death 
Factory. Roger has also done an excellent 
job promoting our Dark Age Produc- 

s, as he is our main European 
distributor and has also signed four of 
our bands to Cruel Moon (... The Soil 

Bleeds Black, Proscriplor, Cernunnos’ 
Woods, and Equitant). 

How many songs from the mentioned 
tape are on “The Kingdom & Its Fey” 
CD? Have you make any changes to 
them? 

All twelve tracks from “Because the 
world is 50 untrue...” appear on “The 
Kingdom & its Fey” as well as the two 
tracks tha are included on “Summoning 
the Dragons of Wyth.” As for changes, 
there are a few slight alterations in the 
mix-downs, but they are very subtle and 
I wonder if anyone shall notice? Haha. 
There really are very few differences, 
since the material from “Because the 
world...” makes up half of “The Kingdom 
&its Fey”. We feel it al flows rather 
nicely together. 

Your creation is described as ‘medieval 
music.’ Do you try to play an authentic 
‘medieval music or just use it ike a 
foundation on which you can realize 
your own musical ideas? 

This is an interesting question. | would 
say that we utilze the idea of medieval 
music as a means to pronounce our 
innovations and creative ideals. If we 
match authentic and traditional medieval 
music structure, itis by chance alone 
The music has always tended to emanate 
from us naturally, and we feel we are 
very capable of realizing our ideas and 
conceptions through this theme. 
Instrumentally speaking, we use 
primarily synthetic means to construct 
our sounds, though recently we have 
been experimenting with more 
traditional sounds/instruments and other 
effects. 

Why medieval times? Is it the historical 
period you are most interested in? 
Why? 
Yes, itis the historical period that 
intrigues us the most. The Dark Age 
never fails to court the fancy of the 
curious mind! It s for this reason that this 
particular time in history provides a deep 
and rich source for drawing many 
inspirations and ideas. Mystery is such an 

ccds Black 

al music 

Their new album “Kingdom & 
was released by Cruel Moon International, the sub- 

of Cold Meat Industry. Mike Riddick, a member of 

and Dark Age Productic 

essential part of human existence, and 
the Dark Age never fails with its 
abundance of magic and mystique. The 
art of this time was explorational, vivid, 
and unique 1o it culture. The rise of 
intellectualism among the elite 
philosophers of the time was admirable, 
and the feat of human limits was 

expressed in baltle and virtue. The age 
provides a fountainhead for all forms of 
anthropological ideas and 
contemplation’s, and it is for this reason 
that we indulge ourselves deeply into 
creating and communicating medieval 
themes and concepls. 

What do you want to say with your 
music? What are your beliefs and 
philosophy? 1s it easy for you to | 
America, the country that has 
destroyed its old culture and build 
nothing but material world? Do you 
feel yourself being American and are 
you proud of it? 
With our music we wish to speak of that 
which the medieval age represents. The 
extremes of human emotion. Within this 
realm, you may visit the emotions of 
love, pride, defeat,victory, pain, 
foolishness, intellect, artistry, etc. There is 
a plethora of vitalty in this circumfer- 
ence. In regards to my own personal 
philosophical ideas, | am capable of 
expressing them subllety through the 

J 
obtuse edges of alchemical tract and 
notation. So our own ideas do work - 
themselves into the music on a most 
definitive level. As for my being, 
American, | cannot say whether | am 
proud of it or not. | do not necessarily 
pay much attention to the land upon 
which | dwell, | simply take advantage of 

£ 
my opportuntes as an American, which - 5 
are many | believe. Though | cannot say & 
itis something | would derive pride from. s 
As for the material society, that is N 
something | am not caught up within. | i 
am very arely trapped up i the confines | 
of modern media. The only use of the 
television is to watch educational 
programming which stimulates the mind, 
not meaningless drivel such as talk shows 
and other mundane characteristcs of 
most media/materialism. On the other 

hand, America is still very rich in it's 

culture. Specifically for me, as | live in an 
area where there are many excellent 
historical sites. America is unique in it's 
own historical message and path, 
something most people do not ook into, 

Is ...The Soil Bleeds Black the only 
band you are playing in? Does it take a 
lot of time to create the music? Do you 
rehearse or does everything happen in 
aspontaneous way? 
My brother and I both play together in a 
few separate side projects, together and 
individually. So there are a variety of 
project we work on as the need arises for 
us 1o express ourselves in various ways 
We do not rehearse our music, as it s all 
done in a spontaneous fashion, as you 
suggested. As composers, we will spend 
a number of hours writing a piece and 
recording it the very same day...there is 
litle practice involved (save for the 
moments prior Lo recording segments, 
etc). For ...The Soil Bleeds Black, some 

songs may take either a long or short 
time 10 record...it all depends upon the 
complexity of the track and/or how 
inspired we are at the time. On occasion, 
some songs will be written on and off for 
anumber of days, at other times an 
entire track may be completed in a few 
hours. On the other hand, metal-based 

songs usually take an entire day to write, 
organize, and compose...though the 
resuls are often interesting to hear. 

Let's talk about Dark Age Productions. 
How were you involved into this, what 
are your duties on the label? 
My involvement with Dark Age 
Productions began when my previous 
label, Seventh Key Creations, dissolved 
to merge into the operation (dark age) 
that Bard of Cernunnos’ Woods was 
working on. With our mergence, we 
have been able to accomplish a great 
deal over the past two years, having 
released many American bands that 
would have otherwise remained 

completely unknown. We have also had 
the opportunity to explore some 
European projects as well, i.e., Valor, No 
Festival of Light, et al. My duties 
regarding Dark Age are the production of 
music cassettes in a unique presentation. 
We are known for our obscure 

packagings and limited quantities of 
items, and thus we have originated a 
very small cult following, and we hope 
to maintain this as time persists. We are 
very pleased with what we have 
accomplished thus far. Running Dark Age 
is a very tedious and time consuming 
chore, but it is well worth it in the end! 

Most bands of Dark Age are ambient/ 
folk. Does a band playing another kind 
of music have chances to get th 



‘material released by your label? What 
is the most important for you: band's 
philosophical or musical orientation? 
Who in Dark Age is responsible for 
choosing and signing bands? 
Yes, itis correct that we primarily focus 
on ambient and folk related bands 
(particularly of an electronic nature), 
though we do consider all varieties of 
sounds. We are however, often limited to 
bands of a dark experimental nature, as | 
doubt you would find us releasing hip 
hop or techno music! A few metal bands 
have desired to work with s, though we 
have never released a metal related 
product. | believe Bard from the 
Norther Tower shall be establishing 
Defender Records which shall feature 
metal-based bands of a dark and 
experimental/folk nature...so we shall see 
what comes of that in due time. As for a 
band’s philosophical and musical 
orientation, | must state that both are 

very important to us. Both Bard and | 
each choose the bands we wish to work 
with, and oft times we are.both in 
contact already with the saiie band, and 
as a result we both. 

What are the future plans for Dark Age 
and The Soil Bleeds Black? 
I regards to Dark Age Productions, we 
wish to carry on the work we have 
begun and hope that our name becomes 
more widespread in the future, in order 
0 offer many interested people some 
obscurely delightful bands from our 
American scene! .. The Soil Bleeds Black 
shall continue for a long time as well. 
Our second album, “March of the 
Iniidels" is now out on Draenor 
Productions (Napalm Records Europe), 
and you may find our third album from 
them as well (both shall be released in 
Digipak format and on PictureDisc LP). 
Our fourth album shall arrive on Cruel 
Moon International once again with a 
lengthy CD and Gatefold DLP! You may 
also expect numerous exclusive 
compilation tracks to appear in many 
places, as well as possible split 7 
few labels. If anyone s 
more information regarding any of our 
endeavours, pleas 
any of the address 
Audiis loggll 

CARNIFEX "Oceans of Marble" 
One mre band Tom Esionia whh s aulty 
music. This time, sirong and agoressive. 
Iota: e o yo how ok ot sare 
ime, melodic death. This tape contains 3 songs 

and ihe first two are examples of modern melodic 
doain, whie the ihir, “Noisebound’, s a mix of 
diferont moods and styles. The sense of othar 
metal styles s fel here qute clearly. (AO) 
[Camifex, Kaido Haavandi, P.0.8ox 9722, Tallinn, 
EE 0030, Estonial [draconic@netexpress.ee] 

DIOXOID “Building The Totality" 
Ther aren' so many arsts hore in Litwuania who 
perform this Jarre-influenced light and clo 

e W o s mic i bl . rm sepacsie 
pieces and the whols result isn' so sirong. But 
the group has ifs musica ideas and, in future, 
they can maka a more Jonal work. (AO) 
[Fiasko Zone, Donatas Misiunas, Taikos 52-10, 
4910 Utena, Lithuania] 

‘GOOSEFLESH “The Wraith"I"Glow" 
A confident aggressive metal. Influences: 
Pantora, Entombed, Machine Head, old Metalica. 
They are really betier than many signed bands of 
ihis style. Partculary, “The Glow" domo is a real 

Magasinsgatan 15, 46130 3 
[imebomb@algonet.se] (itpi/heww. aigone.sel 
~timsbomb] 

Haimad just piay good but usual 

statemens. Eu 
mnym er 

Dorobo, Extreme, World Serpent, et all 
Not too mention the many other smaller 
independent labels from Europe who 
produce obscure and great music! 

What are the best bands/projects of 
Dark Age? In general? 
In regards to attention, | would state that 
Cemunnos’ Woods, Equitant, 
Proscriptor, and ...The Soil Bleeds Black 
have received the most attention out of 
Dark Age, although some of our more 
recent bands like Akhkharu and Akrabu 
have been receiving good attention 
recently. We pretty much stick with a 
select few bands who we plan 1o work 
with in the future.. these are: Profane 
Grace, Raven’s Bane, Akhkharu, Akrabu, 
Cernunnos’ Woods, Proscriptor, and 
Nythra. You may expect releases from all 
of these bands in the future, as they have. 
chosen to stay with us for quite a while. 

Returning to “The Kingdom & s Fey”, 
1 think it could be a quite cool 
soundtrack. Don't you think about a 
visual realization of your music? 
Yes, we have often felt that our music: 
would be very ftting for a medieval 
oriented film. Draenor Productions, who 
shall be releasing our second and third 
albums, has offered us a possible video 
release...s0 when the time arrives to 
create this, it shall be very interesting | 
believe! We shall see... 

AFTERLIFE “Aftorife” 
The group exists since 1983, but only now has. 
eloased its debut cassetie. Musicans find hair 
nfluences in prog-rock, and he spir of Rush 
flows in sach song. Aferie don't go very fs 
don' try to find something very new. so he 
't very frosh, even the cidies Rush now sound 
more fresh. Anyway. ths is heir debut and ifs a 

[Ayres Rock Management, 6655 Wininsan 
‘Avenue, Suite 103, North Hollywood, Calforia, 
91606 USA] 

AVALANGH “Avalanch 
‘Aftor meeting some of these guys at a Angra 
Show in Spain, and listening 1o this demo. 
consisting of § songs, | 1end to agre wih them: 

there's a dominant German metai 
fool 2 la Gamma Ray wih  fow suble tachnica 
proggy elements, solid keyboards, vocals with & 
comroct melodic sense, and, on most occasions. 
weil-consiruciod choruses af the background. The 
sirong points can bo found on iracks ke "L 
Liama Elerna® and the commercial tune “Juago 
Gruel". The rost of the demo is considarably more 
archaypcal, (GM) 
Juan Lozano Valledor, ¢/ Dr. Fleming3 - 1§ 
52680 Lugo de Lianers Adkries. Span) 

BEHIND THE CURTAIN “Creation” 
Denmark seoms o be quile a few mies after 
Sweden and Norway when progressive metal is 

prog 
“Croation” demo paocty fts 1o the genve. The 
musicians and the singer appoar (0 b sirongly 
inflvonced by Psycholic Waltz, “Into The 
Everflow” album in partculr. Songs are done 
poetic, occasionally psycholic, and aiways 
Howing way. Nice ideas, yet performance is nol 
50 tight. The new efort should be inferesting. (GS) 
[Nordic Rock Booking, Samsoegade 20 st., 9000 
Aaiborg, Denmark] [mogens@kom auc.dk] 

botter, but It doos 

Sundsvall Sweden 

HENCEFORTH “The Last Day” 

offot, 1d say s a really decent melodic prog 
rock demo. Though (asks s the production work 
st ido some imperfactions, there are  fow 

Mariutt respeciivel, singer and bassist on 

Mencforth, PO BOX 04764060 Jacim 
ajoara, Sao Paulo - SP, Brazi] 

HORSEMEAT "Moot The Moat" 
Horsemeat call their music the mixture of thrash, 
punk, rap, doath, progressive, and powor metal. | 
detocted only punkinardcore. Funny, ofien boring 

s come from the speakers and pass by. 
Amateurish. (SV) 
[MFOTM, 2 Milr Court, Millr Place, NY 11764, 
usal 

KEVIN HUFNAGEL Wil | Wai” 
Huln: talantod gutarist, who 

ol gl o 
bands. “While | Wait is his frst solo efforl and 
consists of 3 acoustic guiar tracks. The file 
irack is the only one, which s more focused on 
dynamicitechnical gutar playing. The other two, 
“Bofore Sioep" beng the most remarkabis, aro. 
mare of atmospheric amblent mood. Seeing Fats 
Warning, My Bloody Valentine, This Mortal Coll 
Kevin's influence it it not & surprise. A fine 
demo tape. (GS) 
83 (USAVS4(World), Kevin Hufnagel, 15238 
Cedar Knol ct.. Durifies, VA 22026, USA] 
fgdblue@erols.com] 

INDIVIDUALITY TWISTED “it" 
This demo was recorded live in grous's rehaarsal 
place, 50 the sound is rather bad, but the music 
"t approve this bad frst opinion. Really. s 
ot one sided and goes from deah o black, 
raditonal thrash, and grunge (7). Vocals vary 
from clear singing 1o growling... I would be 
interesting to hear the music of his group. 
recorded in a normal way. you know these 
rehearsal tapes.. | wish they enter a normal 
studio as soon as possibe. (AO) 
[Dominion Entertainment, PO Box 819, Colfax, 
NC 27235-0815) 

LOVECRAFT “Las Sagradas Esecrituras’ 
Taking ts musical roofs on bands like 

st, Lovecralts 2na 
some melodies and composiions. 

yboard fils. On the ofher hand, on 
cuts liko "En Busca del Destino” or “La Doncella” 
the vocals sound rougher and if's harder to gel 
into them. After recruiting back thei original 
drummer, they're working on a new material and 
have received a warm response on the clubs. 
ciruit of Buenos Ares. (GM) 

1609 Piso 38, Buenos Ares 

(Alejandro._Sarco@epson.com.ar] (hip:/ 
Wik geochies.com/SunsetSrpl8167) 
MISOPSYCHIA "Advance Trax For With 
Supression” 
An advance tape by a Lithuanian norselgind 
band, probably the most known (together wih Oral 
Climax) group of this style in our country. 
Misopsychia masiermind Donatas Abrutls is & 
big supporter of al kinds of extreme and 
innovative music, he participates in various 
noise and avanigarde music projecls, so don't 
hesiate to contact him. (SV) 
[Donatas Abrutis, Skapo 8-11, 2001 Vilius, 
Litnuania) 

SCOTE MOSHER “Monuments of Chaos- 
AS Tvo hoard this outout at the same time when 
“Ambient Eart, the ater CD of S. Mosher, | can 

the common mood and, i you 
il ke thi, nol S0 commercialised version of 
ambient. (AO) 

MYTHOPOEIA “Haarmonia in Microcosmos™ 
Torturing deaiivdoom from Czech Repubic. s 
thei frst demo tape, though the music s quie 
professional and interesting. It reminds of early 
Anathema and My Dying Bride - the same sad 
goom metal with orowling vocals and reary 
Solos. The style Is old-fashioned, but anyway it 
aiways good 10 hoar a professional outpul. (AO) 
[Mythopoeia, clo Pavel Kusniarik, Biatenska 12 
30702 Pizen, Czoch Republic] 

ONA “The Self- Immolation Rite” 
oven don't know if I's a musical work. 1 seems 
o ma thal for Ona, the music is only one of ways 
for a materalisaion of dark satanic riuals. As i 
fouches the sphores of esoleric, nobody wil 
explain this for me. Musically, i's dark ritai 

[Satancesphera Recordings, Unit #149, 346 
Grandstaft O Aubur, In 46706, USA] 
PIK “Mystorious Stones™ 
Avanigarde doom metal rom Germany. Reminds 
me of Trouble, Non-Ficton. and the fast Hades 
roloase "Exist To Resist’. I takes Ume (o get used 
1o vocals but his shortage s smothered by cool 
nsirumantal parts such 35 in the e track. (SV) 
[15DM, Hoinrch Beck, Dietrch-Bonnhoffer-Sr 
17, 34132 Kassel, Gormany] 

PROSECUTOR “They 
Alive’ 
Ges... A Litnuanian power! 
prog metal band and & 
004 one! Everytning is 
well-balanced here: 
tochnicalty does not 
overshina good songs, 
vocals are decent (no 
annoying high 
Keyboards add veness 
yot are not (0o visible and 
o not soften the sound. 
Prosecutor hit betwe 
melodic hoavylpower matal and prograssive 
mta, ot raying too much on one of them. 
Everything s fine as far 38 the music goas. 
Tnese two songs (Blind Warrior and “Devilsh 
Speed). i properly promoad, should get good-to 
grea raviews, and, consquantl, perhaps some. 
labal inarests. (GS) 
[Anxcris Apus Productions, clo lgnas Urbonas, 
PO Box 2230, 3000 Kaunss, Lithuania] 

RESURRECTURIS “Corpses” 
from Fermo (taly) have devoled 

emaaes 1 brta Imasbicth T 
‘goodness, they have a way with undersiandable. 
Songs. Especially, lead guitar parts improve the 
seners impression s | innk, e prospects are 
o0 s Resurctns boong 1 e 

sV U Modagte Dors 73, 63025 
Farmo (AP), Haly] 

RHAPSODY “Eternal Glory" 
This Italian band is a new hope of melodic 
symphonic speed metal and “Etemal Giory” was 
their fist product that had drawn the atietion of 
LMP's mastormind M. Limo Schnoor, iha 

Holloween between 1983 and 1988, 
are the first band o get a CO releassd 

publishing). It certainly proves that Rhapsody are. 
high abova the ordinary. 
“Etomal Glory" s a 7-s00g demo tap that soon 
will be demanded by every melodic metal fan. I's 
ot 100% palished, but "Walls Of Jerchar of 
Hellowean was noi such eiher. Rhapsody 
combined Angra, old Hellowsen, Gamma Ray into 
a nice thing and the debut album (October'97) 
Should bring them a big success. (GS) 



s 

Prosecutor are not novices in the scene, 
but | bet their name is new for power/ 
progressive mefal fans. The recent demo 
They Alive” consists of two fine songs 

done in a melodic style and it should 
certainly give them some recognition. The 
band exists since 1992, but, in the 
beginning, they played kind of a mixture of 
thrash, death, and doom metal (“From 
Despair To Unknown...” demo was 
released in 1994) and, after several drastic 
line-up changes, decided to tum into a 
progressive metal genre. | alked to the 
guitarist and the main songwriter Meras. 

1s the current line-up stable? Do all the 
members think in the similar way about 
Prosecutor’s music and goals? 
Is it stable? | can't tell you because life of a 

musicians isn't ‘stable”. Life gives 
conditions, for instance, the drummer can 

play any style. The singer is also here and 
there. When you need food, you play with 
anybody... Well, nevermind. It's important 
that we all are together. When there is a 
need, we rehearse, play live. Our goal is 
one - to fill the market with our music, ha! 

We need to find a balance between 

musicians and listeners. What will be next? 
All will depend, how long will we pull the 
carrage. 

Are you satisfied with those 2 songs you 
have recorded? Do they represent you in 
100%2 
Of course, we are satisfied, hal Where 
have you seen a demo with 2 songs and a 
color covgr? As for performance, let others 
do talking, I's a pity that the studios are 
expensive. That's why we haven't recorded 
everything. We planned to record 4 songs 
and an intro. But money rule us... | guess, 
in future, we will re-record the demo, 
maybe even put out a cassette. | can't say 
about “100%’. Now Prosecutor are 
searching for a firm foundation. One year 
ago, | could darely say: “These two songs 
100% reflect the face of Prosecutor!”. 

Earlier Prosecutor played something in a 
thrash/death/doom style. When and why 
did the style change? 
Everything started when our views had 
begun to separate. It just happened that 
the fate of Prosecutor had got in my hands. 
The line-up and style changed about 
1995, 

Keyboards play an important role. How 
there will be in future? 
Yes, keyboards mean a ot to our music 
They give energy, space, etc. I’s a pity that 
due o changing ffe conditions, one of us 
had to leave the band. But, not forever, | 
am sure. Hopefully, after a year, we all will 
play together again. Only then we will able 
o decide what s true Prosecutor. Now we 
are playing a bt differently. Besides, we 
can play to different listeners, because we 
have many different songs. 

What criteria, in your opinion, do make 
asong ‘good'? 
First of all a positive mood. Being more 
precise, its sad (melody), but good, spacy. 
Technical performance, naturally, adds to 
the music. Our music doesn't wish any bad 
to anyone, doesn't have is standpoint to 
religions. In a word, we are in the middle, 
we are neutral. 

Doesn't it seem to you that you should 
do more promotion. 
Oh yeah! Thank you for this interview, by 
the way. Our manager Ignas takes care of 
advertising, etc. I'd really wish that 
Lithuanians would support Lithuanian 
metal bands. There is what to listen to. | 

don't say, our style is new, no, but it's new 
in Lithuania. So, take and listen! 

Are you strongly interested in 
progressive metal music? What do you 
listen to? 

No doubt, there must be a startpoint. For 
me, the best band is Dream Theater. 

Others listen to diverse music. Of course, | 

am interested in guitaric music. | like Steve 
Vai, Nuno Betencourt (Extreme), John 

Petrucci, Mekong Delta. 

Do you have new songs? Describe them. 
s | mentioned, we have many different 
songs. Our program's length is 70 minutes 
+ 90 minutes of covers! Its not that much, 
perhaps. The new tracks are not that 
similar to the demo, but the music is 
heavy, well-performed, well-sang. Well, we 
play softer than Sindrome Of Chaos 
[thrashcore band from their hometown - 
GS], but our music is more technical and 
melodic. The style - from hard to thrash 

1. Thanks! mel 

[Demo is available for 8Lt (Lithuania), $6 
(World)] 
[Prosecutor, PO Box 2230, 3000 Kaunas, 
Lithuanial 
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MINDCAGE 
2 tracks from “Encapsulation” CD (self-released) 
They probably should stand fogether with Divine Regale - both bands piay @ new. 
breed of so-called ‘accessible progressive mefal'. Mindcage blend the 
intricacy and the listenabilty in the similr vein o Fates Warning cid in 
“Parallels” and “Inside Out", The songs have clear and memorable reirains but are) 
not primifive. Hm... well yes, “No More”, the second frack, is clecrly Fates Warning 
influenced. (GS) {lr e, Minccage, PO Box 5141, Novalo, CA 94748-5141. USA) [minccage@mindcage.com) 
i/ indcoge.com) 
NEW EDEN 
2 racks from “Through The Make Believe” CD (Sentinel Steel Music) 
New Eden are the second American band affer Gothic Knights that caught the 
attention of Denis Gulbey. the edifor of highly-reputed Sentinel Steel magazine 
Some band members are known from Steel Prophet and Secret Wisnom, but, 
overall it's @ new band. After hearing the 5-song promo tape, Denis immediately 
took them for his label. New Eden represent speed/power metal in the best 
fraditions of Helstar and Sanctuary. They are heavy, melodic, and faily 
technical. They sound very fresh and energizing, and, in this aspect, surpass weary 
thrash metal bands that aim 1o raise on the wave. Currently, they got a new singel 
whose name is James Rivera, formerly of Helstar, one of the finest prog/power/ 
speed metal bands of the 90's. The next record should be a bomb! (GS) 
[Dan Delucie, 615 § Morgueiia Ave.. Ahambra, CA 91801, USA [nether@ix.netcom.com) 

RHAPSODY 
2 tracks from *Legendary Tales” CD (LMP) 
if their-1995 year demo “Eternal Glory” contained o 
small bt of ‘greenness', these two songs (an intro and. 
asong, in fact) shine with a ruly matured biliant 
elegance. Rhapsody play classicakinfiuenced 
melodic speed metal. Many wanted Angra 10 sound 
like this on "Holy Lang Rhapsody reflect the better 
sidles of Helloween/Gamma Roy (glorious speed 
metal majesty). the aforementioned Angra (clossical 
elements), and Bind Guardian (powerful choruses). They have a potential fo reacl 
the same what was reached by Stratovarius and Angra. Melodic metal fans 
cannot miss the album! (Gs) 

SATAN'S GOD “The Future Hell Destroyed" 
For open-winded persons only. As i s noise in fs 
pure nature. Musically, quite minimalisic. Not so 
many instruments were used and, in places, il 
gets boring 1o listen 1o these soundscapes based 
o the same ideas. Personally, | always ked 1o 
listen o variations with sounds, so s OK for me, 
bul | won't recommend this 1ape for  person who 
would ke 1o know what does the grindinoise 
Style maans. I's really nol the best piece of this 
music. For sick persons only, | can sdd. (AO) 
[Mudball Records, RO. Box 1054, Salem, OH 
44460, USA] 

STRADION “Impulsive Reincaration’ 
| wonder if there stl are the bands that 
complataly ignore changing times. The answer is 
yes, you can il fnd this old spoedirash, 
Sounding 5o old-fashioned, reminding of the old 

driving force, but Venom, Celtc Frost, Slayer, 
Sodom wers in tme whils Sradion are lae. Th 
damo is for those, who think that the best times of 
metal wers in the past. (A0) 
[PO Box 1505, Cahokia, L 62208, USA] 

SUN'N'STEEL “First To Try" 

melodic hardrock in veins of Praty Maids or 
Victory. Tha name comes from Iron Maiden album 
“Placa Of Mind', musical inflvences - from bands 
of the 80's. Nol bad, though I miss good melodies. 

TALISPHERE “Taisphere” 
9 10 haar new bands 

Saying 14 syls: Talsphors wh reming you of 
he lale B0's powsriprogressive metal. The songs 
are quie streamiined and do nol contain complex 
‘hard-t-geLino' parts. On the other hand, many 
current powerlprog bands sound a bi cheesy, 
whie Talisphere are true reprasentaiies of the 
genre. I you have loved Texas powerlprog scene, 
Gon't overiook his band. An interesting detal s 
that Chvis Cronk, who is responsible for high- 
pitchad vocals on this 3-s0ng 1ape, was selected 
{o replace John Arch of Fates Warning back In 
1986, but by some reasons he didn'. (GS) 
(54, Talsphare, PO Box 692021, San Antorio, TX 
78269, USA] 

THARAPHITA “Kui Varjud Polevad” 
A 4-50ng demo of probatly the best band Ive 
hoard 1o come out from Estonia. T frst 3 songs 
are of atmospharic black metal, cold as winter 
foresis and angry as northern winds. For me, it 
was sirange o discover this music, since 
aimost was ol familiar with Estonian 
underground before. Tharaphia have a good 
singer and a good playing concepl. “Tagasi 
Pimedasse Metsa® 1 the best irack. Tha last 
rack “Demon's Night s done in the old black 
Mmetal way (nfuences of Callc Frost and Bainory) 
and, 0 tel he truth, has nothing common wih ho 
Test of the demo. In a good studio, Tharaphita 
Could make & very good opus. (AO) 
[Tharaghita, cio Ants Lil, Pira 23.1, Rakvere, EE 
2100, Estonial 

UNHOLY DEATH domo'sd! fives7 
The tape e got consists of two parts. The frst 
one is an old demo tape released 3 years ago 
these wero the days when the brutay ruiea and 
Unholy Death made their input 10 ins 
uncompromising style, 10o: brutal sounding 
sirong rifs, growls from hll, and... Cannibai 
Corpse fans must be salisfied. Well, maybe ris 
snt 50 much up-lo-date nowadays. and a Ive 
Stuf s 3 e siufl: anarchy, brulally, noise which 
<hould ba heard n the concert bul not o1 1ape 
(*0) 
[Unholy Death, Tim Sclicht, 421 Ball Street, 
Ortonville, M 48462 USA] 

VERUM “Feuersturm” 
Industrial trash/death or Ministry meets Krealor 

s the first demo of ihese guys and it is viidle 
bacause ihe final sound needs more power and 
tho drum-machine could be mixed in anctner way. 
Ao, the vocals are a bit monotonous and ai the 
Iyrics are in German, 5o ifs hard to undersiand & 
Concoplion which 15 important factor here. But fhe 
music has a touch of melody and “Feuerstur” 
frack is good enough. (AO) 
[Verum, Michael Kirchner, Vellchenweg 5. 50999 
Koin, Garmany) 
WALPURGIS NIGHT “A Witches Sabbath’ 
Walpurgis Night i 8 tri from USA, and they play 
old-siyle metal with some hnts into doom. Their 
main disadvantage is the lack of harmony. It is 
the casa, when more sffort is needed bolh in the 
aspects of songwriing and performance. Perhaps 
he demo was releasad 100 ealy. (GS) 
(85, Walpurgis Night, PO Box 237, Cherry Valy, 
MA 01611, USA] 

WITHOUT GRIEF “Forever.Closed" 
“This young band surprises with professionalty, 
wary good sound and producton for the demo. As 
many Swadish bands, Ihis 5-piece oulfi piays. 
melodic deaih metal in the veins of Dark 
Tranquilty. 1's done very well, and it impressed, 
among others, Serious Entertainment who signed 
hem for 2 albums. (AO) 
[Without Grief, co Jonas Granvik, Vallmansgatan 
75, 79131 Falun, Sweden] 

WHERE ECHOES END. 

form of self-expression in 
180-dogrees angle. They 
argue that s sl the same 
foel in Where Echoes End. 
music a3 in Vauxdvinl one. 
bul ty 1o porsuade a die- 
hard prog meta fan...In 
fact, this music i for open minds only. Tracks are 
quite differont but mainly all into atmosphoric 
amblent calegory with occasional digressions o 
experimentaiinaise areas. There are no usual 
Vocals but lots of vocal samples instead. | really 
o ke a dark adge in kayboards.dnven “Terra 
Incognita® and “Opinjons Divided", and dramatc 
contrasts in “Only In War". The dbut CO is n the 
works. (GS) 
S4. Where Echoes End, 48 Wima Ave, 
Muigrave, Melbourne 3170, Australa)



Divine Regale from USA hit the scene in 1994 with 
Horizons demoCD that received positive re tions 

from all over the world. Progressive metal fans anxiously 
waited for the new album. It took quite a long time t© 
prepare it, and only in the summer of 1997 Ocean 
Mind came out. The band signed to Metal Blade e 
Records, what, on one hand, its surprising because this 
label havent had new prog metal bands for a long time. On the 
other hand, it was not thar difficult to foresee because 
Heaven track was included in Metal Blade! 

Cry To 
Metal Massacre 

XII compilation. Well, how will Metal Blade treat prog metal 
bands in future depends on the sales of Ocean Mind  but, at 
the moment, the label promiscs that they will deliver more 
such music 

What are responses to the new album? 
Are you satisfied with it? 
Yeah, Id say, we are pretty happy with 
the The esponses 5o f 
e very positive and sies are pic 

What do you think about metal press? 
Don' you think that recently th 

Ibums People read 
ws, buy these albums and 

become disappointed... It is good that 
magazines support new bands, but 
shouldn't they be more critical? 
Reviews are simply opinions from 
individuals with their own tastes 
hopefully) You can choose to either 
agree or disagree with them. Your 
spinion s no better or worse than 
theirs, as long as ifs yours. Music is a 
Fashion and, in a lot of cases, as we get 
sder, or maybe get tired of the same 

thing, our tastes 
As f 
album you read a review about, find out 
who wrote it and dontt listen to them 

row or change. 
ar as being disappointed by an 

next time. And as far as being more 
eritical, perhaps these magazines see 
porential in these new bands. Maybe not 
what they are, but what they- could be 
Your question leaves much 
discused. Is not so black and white 

For me, the new tracks like Oc 
Mind and No Part Of This sound 
more attractive and interesting than 
the still-good and 

The singer Dwight Hill answered our questions. 

Underworld . Will you continue this 
evolution in the future 
I don't see why we wouldn't continue to 

| grow and mature. As people and 
musicians, thar’ really what vou hear 
berween these songs. As we g 
change, so will the music. Hopefully, our 
audience will evolve with us. 

What influence exerted the producer 
Jim Lightman upon your songs? 
Don't you thi 
almost everything is at the mercy of 
the producer during the recording? 
Most importantly, I think he helped us 
focus on our parts, our own and each 

k that sometimes 

others. To be more prepare before we 
actually record. In our casc, we pretry 
much had free rein of our songs Not 
oo many restraints. 

What people (in No Part Of This ) 
are you talking about? 
Commercialism, bandwagoneers 
(basically) Trend followers purely 1o fit 
in or capitalize on it 

There is a_power/progressive metal 
nowadays, the style gets a lot of 

attention in metal press. Aren't you 
afraid that power metal will become a 
trend? 
No, I dontt care much if it does or not 
We play what we play because we love it 

< the way we write We wouldnt chang 
because of its popularity 

What do you think, where trends do 
come from? Is the media (press, TV) 
the one to blame? Or maybe it is 
related to a psychology of people - 

| they feel better integrated in the mass 
movement, they don't think, don't 
search? 
Trends come from the need for 
something new, the next thing . The 
media, in every facet, is certainly 
included, be it reporting or promoting 

In my opinion, the best years of heavy 
music were between 1991 and 1993. 
There were no trends (except grunge), 
bands experimented, se: 
musical forms of self-expression. 
Record companies released their 
albums, because they didn't know 
what would become fashionable. Tn 
1994, there appeared Pantera, 
Biohazard and the scene became not 
5o diverse. There are various musical 
streams, perhaps many of them, but 
there are not 
so much experimenting. What do you 
think about it 

rched for new 

1 think, there are bands that are trying 
s Keep in mind, though, the 

music indusery has had difficulty in 
retail. Unfortunately, this directly affects 
the pushing and signing of new bands 
and, also, retacds recording budgers 
As far as we're concerned, we will 
certainly continue to seck out new 
directions. 

| Don' you think that the most power/ 
| progressive bands have drumed into 

their heads that progressive metal 
more or less is what Queensryche, 
Fates Warning, and Dream Theater 
play? It seems to me that they 
convulsively imitate these well-known 
bands. It like an obsession that you 

can't get rid of . 
Well, 1 
are certainly focal bands in 

hink, due o their succeses, they 
this style of 

music. I would hope that other band 
would take examples from them. in that 
they have grown and matured from 
when they first started, but to develop 
hcir own niche in progressive metal 

The comparison, Tm not pa 
rid of 

What albums have impressed you a lot 
ecently? 
A Pleasant Shade OF Girey 

Warning and the new Tool album. 
by Fates 

What is your opinion about the new 
€D of Qu 
I a big fan of Queensr 

ensryche? 
che bur T 

aven't been able to listen to it as much 
as Td like. T like it, bue T can't say it blew 
me away like  Minderime o 
Again, I haven't had much chance with 

Which affirmation will you give a 
preference to: 
a) 
1o their style 

Bands say that they will stay true 

b) Bands say that they will stay 
honest to themselves 

1 respect someone more for staying true 
to themselves and not be restricted to 
any one style 

What do you think about this 
interview? 

1 think you definitely have your own 
opinions (laugh). 1 think you have some 

questions, but its hard to 
discuss them on paper 

| Some last words— 
an interest in us. And 

| thanks o the sepporet 
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DANGUS PRODICTIONS 
Releases include: Anubi, Dissimulation, Eirimé, Gimy 

Giesmes, Lunatic Paradise, Meressin, Modus, 

Poccolus, Ruination, Shadowdances, Siela, Zpoan 

Vienz, and Weidss. - Ak for our free catalog. 
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